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No.  366. 
BAHAMAS. 

(For  Reiiort  (or  1900,  tee  No.  327.) 

A.criHQ  GovESNOB  Chuxchill  to  Ma.  Chauberlai^. 

GoTemment  House, 

ISasitca, 

I2th  August,  1903. 
Sib, 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  my  Report  on  the- 
Bahamm  Blue  Book  for  the  year  1901-2. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  S.  Chitsohill, 

Administrator 
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KEPOET  ON  THE  BLUE  BOOK  OF  THE  BAHAMAS 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1901-2. 


I.— FINANCIAL. 
(A.)  General  Revenoe  and  ExpENDmr&E. 

Iq  catkBequeuce  of  the  decision  arriTed  at  to  adapt  the  compila- 
tioB  of  the  Blue  Book  Betarus  to  the  financial  year  as  it  is 
computed  in  th«  United  Kingdom  and  now  in  most  of  the 
Colonies  it  has  been  necesaary  to  add  to  the  returns  <d  the 
•ealendar  year  1901  the  statistica  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year 
1903,  so  thait  the  Blue  Book  returns  now  under  review  are  for 
fifteen  months,  and  no  very  effective  comparison  with  those  of 
the  previous  Blue  Book  (for  1900)  is  possible. 

The  following  aire  the  totals  of  revenue  and  expenditure  for 
the  above-mentioned  period. 

Total    revenue    for     1901     and    flrst    quarter    of     1902, 

£97,791  8*.  Id. 
Total   e^enditure    for   1901    and    first  quarter  of    1902, 

£105,362  17j. 

The  above  figures  show  an  apparent  excess  of  expenditure  of 
£7,661  Si.  lid.,  but  the  statements  of  revenue  and  expenditure 
in  the  Blue  Book  do  not  include  balances  brought  forward  from 
the  previous  year  nor  advances  and  deposits  which  although  not 
revenue  and  expenditure  must  be  taken  into  calculation  for  the 
balancing  of  the  account. 

It  will  be  seen  on  perusal  of  the  following  memorandum  that 
a  balance  of  £13,569  2i.  had  been  carried  over  to  account  of 
general  revenue  on  3l9t  December,  1900,  which, with  deposits 
and  repayments  of  advances  bring  up  the  total  to  £113,017 
4j.  lOd,,  whilst  the  expenditure  with  the  addition  of  advances 
and  repayments  of  deposits  is  brought  up  to  £107,062,  and  the 
balance  carried  over  on  Slst  March,  1902,  is  £5,965  0».  lOd.  to 
the  credit  of  general  reveniwi 
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6  COLONIAL  BBPOUiS. —  ANNUAL, 

With  regard  to  the  following  comparative  Btatements  of 
revenue  and  expenditure  the  amounts  shown  in  the  columns  de- 
noting increase  of  revenue  and  expenditure  respectively  are  such 
as  might  be  e:^>ected  to  accrue  during  the  extra  quairter  of  a 
year  from  let  January  to  Slat  March,  1901,  but  there  are  a  few 
items  with  regard  to  which  some  special  remarks  are  required. 

In  ihe  Post  Office  department  the  increase  in  both  revenue  and 
expenditure  is  influenced  by  the  iact  that  the  additional  quarter 
for  which  the  returns  are  made  up,  being  also  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year,  is  the  time  when  the  Post  Office  business  and  re- 
ceipts are  always  largely  increased,  and  on  the  expenditure  side 
particularly  as  the  full  subsidy  to  the  southern  steaon  service, 
£3,500,  is  paid  in  the  March  quarter. 

The  expenditure  under  this  head  also  included  an  extra  item 
of  £198  14».  paid  to  the  Bahamas  S.S.  Co.,  as  a  gratuity  for  con- 
veyance of  mails  to  and  from  New  York  for  several  years. 

Under  the  head  of  '"Charitable  Institutions"  an  expenditure 
of  £2,100  is  included  which  was  incurred  by  the  building  of  a 
new  infirmary.  Such  expenditure  would  usually  come  under 
the  Head  of  Public  Works  but  under  the  peculiar  enactments  of 
the  Act  constituting  the  New  Providence  Asylum  the  CommisT 
eioners  are  inveated  with  full  powers  as  to  the  buildings  of  the 
Institution  and  the  expenses  are  therefore  charged  as  ordinary 
expenditure  on  the  Asylum. 

An  increase  of  £10,289  It.  8d.  in  the  expenditure  on  Public 
Works  is  greater  than  could  be  accounted  for  by  three  months' 
additional  expenditure  of  the  ordinary  kind  and  it  is  therefore 
necessary  to  point  out  that  a  sum  of  £4,077  8s.  9d.  waa  expended 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  public  market  in  1901  and  the  appro- 
priations to  various  Boards  for  less  important  works  were  un- 
usually large. 

A  decrease  in  the  charges  on  account  of  public  debt  has  been 
brought  about  by  the  action  of  the  Government  in  1900  when 
surplus  funds,  already  invested,  to  the  amount  of  £10,000  were 
converted  into  a  sinking  fund  for  the  reduction  of  the  loan  of 
£48,126  under  Act  of  Assembly  63  Vic.  cap,  7 — a  contribution 
from  general  revenue  of  £900  being  made  annually  and  applied 
to  the  same  purpose. 
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COLONIAL   RBPOBTS — ANKUAL. 


COHFABATIVB  STATEMENT   of  EXFBNDITUBE  durbg  the  Year" 

1900,  snd  the  Pebiod  of  Fifteen  Months  ending  3lBt 
March,  1902. 


Expenditure 

Expendi- 

for tSOt  and 

Hud  of  Sgivice. 

ture, 
I«IO. 

the  Gnt 
'''"l902.*' 

"""""■ 

Decnme. 

£      (.   d. 

£      t.   d. 

£      t.   d. 

£      1.   4. 

I.  Chum  on  uooimt  o* 
Pufiio  Debt. 

16,61*    0    8 

11,206    6     8 

6,«7  16    0 

S.  Psniioiu,  Treainrv     ... 
S.  Honw  of  AsMmbW    ... 

4,!8e  10    6 

6,846  19    8 

1,112    8  10 

«7a  11     9 

987  14    8 

81!     S    6 

4.  LegUl»tiTB  Uoimoil    ... 

70     0     0 

87    8    4 

17    8    4 

5.  Governor  acd  StAff     ... 

1,115    0    0 

1,666    6    0 

811     fl     0 

•.  Colonial        Sectetarj'a 

l.lOy  15     S 

1,429    B    4 

819  14     1 

7.  Kf«^'^GS'™I-B  D«. 

8,474    8    8 

3,869  IB  It 

S95  16    8 

pmrtment. 

6,114  17    2 

T.nSI  19    9 

1,887    2    7 

f06    8    0 

6.tS    7  10 

182  19  10 

6,983  IS     1 

ti.9«i0  la    7 

1,027    0    6 

i69    8    7 

1,401     0    9 

1,141  12    I 

ssn  10  0 

491  15    0 

166    6    0 

puttcent. 

18.  Audit  iKpartment    ... 

360    0    D 

491    8    e 

141     3    8 

15.  TBlegrtphrana    T.Ie- 

6,9B8  10    * 

11,824    6    0 

4,865  14    8 

1,071  19     8 

1,247  16    S 

176  17    0 

767    0    0 

819  18    t 

63  18     1 

- 

6,000    0    0 

7,222  10    0 

1,522  10    0 

_ 

18.  PnbliG  Libianw 

483  15    0 

468  IS    4 

20    2    8- 

19.  Fort  and  Huine   Do- 

1,88!  16  11 

2,281     ft  10 

partmeDt. 

SO.  Medical  Department ... 

GB3     0    6 

1,004     9     1 

421     8    7 

B,«0«  16     7 

8,800    4    8 

22.  FriN.n. 

l!6li9     1     9 

2,170    9    2 

601     7    5 

M.  Public  Work. 

12111   10     t 

22,400  1 1     9 

10,289     1     8 

4,801  17    H 

4,954  19     1 

^  63     I  10 

— 

82,<0S    0    7 

105,314    8     1 

2B,8S1     6    2 

6.427  17     8 

Erection     of     Now 

Hi   -J   a 

^8    0    0 

77     2    R 

814     1  11 

0     8  11 

813  1.1    0 

Barraoke. 

Total    

82,8:i7    4    fl 

106,852  17    0 

28,:l.t4    6     -i 

5,818  12  U 

The  total  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  four  years  1897- 

1900  and  the  total  for  the  fifteen  months  including  the  year 

1901  and  the  first  quarter  of  1902  is  piven  below : 


Yeiir. 

,.„-»„.. 

!     ExpenditE^re 

V 

£ 

1897 

G2,754 

63,40.? 

1898 

7*,382 

64.1 4« 

1899 

76,697 

6fi.748 

1900 

TP.fir.I 

R2.R37 

1901-:i 

97,791 

10i;.3,Vi 

Rereniie  and  Expendi- 
r  ture  for  15  monthB 
,  from  1st  Januai'j,  1901, 
I      to  BUt  Marcl),  1902. 
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lU  COLONIAL   BEFOBTS — ANNUAL. 

(D.)  Pdblic 

The  total  public  debt  is  now  £111,626  Os.  2d.,  and  the  follow- 

separate  loans  which  constitute  the  debt,  and  the  proTiaion  made 


27.500    0    0       Yarioue  persous 


U  10*. 
per  cent. 


Id  1885.— The  failure  of 
the  Na-ssau  Public  Bonk  to 
tiq  uidate  certain  claims  against 
the  Government. 


'  Varioun  persons     £4  i>er  cent. 


In  188R.— For  the  purpose  ' 

of  reducing  outstanding  de-  | 

beiiturea  which  had  from  time  I 

to  time  been  issued  within  i 

these  islands.  ' 


SO.flOO    0    0    '  Various  persons 


£4  per  cent.  I  J.inuary,  1892. — Telegraph 
',  conimuuication  between  the 

I  Bahamas   Inlands   and    parts 

;  beyond    the    limits    of    the 

'  !  Colony. 

C3  percent.  1896. 
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Debt. 

ing  tabular  statement  showB  the  particulars  respecting  the  four 

in  each  caee  for  payment. 


Provision  for  payment  of 

Interest  or  Sinking  Fund, 

and  enactments  by  wbich 

it  IB  made. 


Amount     , 
of  original      Amount  repaid. 
Debt. 


Principal  and  interest  se- 
cured from  General  Revnnne 
and  ABsats  of  the  Colonj. 
The  interest  on  the  total 
nomiiml  amonnt  of  dehen- 
tnree  iEsned  under  the  Act 
and  the  Sinking  Fond  (10it. 
per  centum  on  original  deht) 
are  paid  half-yeariy  to  the 
Crown  Agents,  and  by  them 
nsed  in  payment  of  the 
interest  on  outatandiag  de- 
bentures, expenses  of  adver- 
tisements, &c.,  and  the  re- 
mainder invested  by  them 
and  applied  towards  radncing 
the  debts  either  by  purchase 
in  the  open  market  or  by 
annnal  drawings.  (48  &  49 
Vic,  cap.  24,) 

tJy  Act51  Vic,  cap.  9. 

Interest  payable  quarterly 
out  of  the  Public  I'reasnrr. 
Debentui'es    redeemable    35 

Su«  after  their  lespeetiTe 
tes. 

A  Smking  Fund  was  estab- 
lished by  the  Act  63  Vic, 
cap.  7,  to  which  the  first  con-  i 
tribution  waa  mode  by  a 
payment  of  £10,000  from 
Surplus  Fnnds,  and  it  was 
enacted  that  a  payment  of  I 
£900shoiildbeBnnuaUymade  | 
foim  Qenerol  Revenue  until  ' 
the  Loan  is  paid  off. 

£630  per  annum  paid  out  of  , 
Treasury  to  Crown  Aeents 
towards  the  Sinking  Fund,  ' 
interest  payable  qnorterly  I 
from  the  TreasDry.  (50Vic.,  , 
cap.  IJ  I 

6'i  Vic,  cap.  1.  £872  per  ' 
annum  paid  out  of  the  Public 
Treasury  towards  the  Sinking  i 
Fnnd. 


tnres  of  £100 
each  ore  drawn 
for  payment  by 


twelfth  annjal 
drawing  took 
phtce  in  1901. 
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(E.)   CURKEXCT. 

By  the  Act  2  Vic,  oap.  4,  passed  ia  the  year  1838,  British 
aterllDg  money  was  made  the  current  money  of  the  Colony,  and 
all  ordinary  retail  husiness  is  transacted  with  Brilish  silver  and 
copper  coinage,  which  are  legal  tender  withoai  any  limit. 

Thfl  Bank  of  Nassau  has  a  note  issue  of  £6,500,  and  its  notes 
are  in  circulation  throughout  the  islands,  but  especially  in 
N'assau. 

American  silver  coins  are  current  at  the  relative  value  of  half 
a  dollar  for  two  shillings,  and  a  quarter-dollar  for  one  shilling. 


II.— TRADE,  AGEICULTURE,  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

(A.)    luPOBTS    AND    ExPOKTS. 

In  Older  to  bring  the  trade  returns  into  line  with  the  finan- 
cial year  ending  on  Slst  March  the  present    returns    include, 
.  necessarily,  the  imports  and  exports  for  fifteen  montba,  viz.,  the* 
whole  of  the  year  1901  and  the  first  quarter  of  1902. 

The  totfd  imports  for  this  period  are  valued  at  £408,648,  a. 
portion  of  which  to  the  value  of  £3,125  consisted  of  specie  and 
bullion. 

Imports  to  the  value  of  £70,438  were  admitted  free  of  duby 
consisting  principally  of  articles  on  the  list  of  exemptions,  viz., 
specie  as  above  mentioned,  ajid 

Coal  for  use  of  shipping  to  the  value  of  £7,666. 
Machinery  for  sisal  estates  to  the  value  of  £16,514. 
Fertilizers  for  agricultursil  uses  to  the  value  of  £6,616. 
Ship-building  stores  to  the  value  of  £1,646. 
Fresh  provisions  to  the  value  of  £9,084. 
Ice  to  the  value  of  £3,032. 

The  sum  total  also  includes  dutiable  articles  admitted  free  for 
the  use  of  the  hotels  and  Qovemment  Institutions  such  as  tex- 
tile fabrics,  earthenware  and  hardware  to  the  value  of  £10,900' 
and  other  minor  imports. 
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The  following  table  gives  a  list  of  the  chief  artiolee  imported, 
-uomparing  the  figures  with  those  of  the  i»%cediiig  year,  1900 :  — 


I    For  the  ! 


Aiiidee. 


'  year  1901,  j    p^^  ^^  ,       j 

,    and  lit      „„,  ,aiu\  i  IncreMe,     Decrease, 
quarter     ?***  ^'*™- 


of  1902. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Ale  and  porter         

a,oi2 

2,43e 

676 

— 

Sprits           

9,397 

7,126 

2,271 

— 

Wines            

1,895 

1.435 

460 

— 

Cotton,  linen,  and  ulk  gooda 

62,870 

56,628 

6,342 

— 

«»rthonwMe,  glau,  4o.      ... 

57,015 

47,102 

9,913 

_ 

Tiaware,  hardware,  £c. 

13,915 

16,367 

— 

2,442 

Preaerred  meata,  Ac. 

24,206 

1S,630 

5,57G 

— 

Float 

42,772 

2a,2t>4 

14,508 

_ 

Salted  meats,  .(c 

19,769 

14,312 

6,457 

_ 

Bntter  and  cheese 

9,542 

7,871 

1,671 

— 

Corn  meal  and  bominy 

11,718 

8,414 

3,304 

__ 

Bice 

11,383 

6,911 

4,472 

— 

Sugar 

14,197 

11,425 

2,767 

—    " 

Machiner?     

16,614 

8,912 

7,602 

— 

Lnmber  and  shingles 

3,886 

12,689 

_ 

8,803 

8~P 

1.841 

1,667 

174 

— 

Haj  and  oats           

4,463 

2,546 

1,917 

_ 

Oigan  and  tobacco 

?,017 

5,913 

2,104 

_ 

Kerosene  oil 

3,681 

3,358 

823 

- 

Theie  is  nothing  which  calls  for  special  attention  in  tiie  above 
list 

liiQ  figures  in  the  column  showing  increase  in  the  imports  of 
the  articles  named  in  the  first  column  are  tmly  such  as  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  extra  period  of  one  qui^r  of  a  year  toi 
which  the  retunu  are  made  up  except  in  the  case  of  fiour  t^e 
figures  for  which,  if  prices  had  been  maintained  at  the  same 
level,  would  argue  a  largely-increased  rate  ot  consumption. 

In  fact,  however,  the  number  of  barrels  imported  in  1900  was 
41,233,  amd  during  the  fifteen  months  ending  Slst  Ibtrch,  1902, 
ihe  number  of  barrels  imported  was  62,637,  an  increase  in  quui- 
tiiy  (rf  about' 25  per  cent.,  as  might  be  expected. 

That  the  increase  on  comparison  of  values  should  exceed  Uiat 
rarte  is  due  to  the  increase  in  price  of  flour  in  the  United  States 
which  must  have  gone  up  nearly  half  a  dollar  per  barrel. 
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The  decrease  ia  imports  of  lumber  aod  hardware  is  attribut-- 
able  to  the  ceBsotion  of  the  demand  caused  by  the  temporary 
expenditure  of  the  Florida  Eut  CoaBt  Company  and  of  building 
societies  in  Xassau. 


Eiportx. 

The  total  exports  for  the  year  1901  and  the  first  quarter  of 
1902  flo-e  -ralued  at  £222,178,  of  which  f  214,536  ia  accounted  for 
as  Colonial  produce  consisting  principally  of  sponge  and  fruit, 
and  £7,642  as  British  and  foreign  manufactured  articles  such  as 
yellow  metaJ,  tobacco,  dry  goods,  hardware,  macbinery,  4e. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  and  values  of  the 
chief  articles  exported  during  the  period  abo^e-mentioned  and 
also  for   the   year   1900:  — 


Exports  in  1901  and 
first  qusTier  of  1902. 

Exports  in 

1900. 

QuDtitf.          Tslue.     1      Quntity. 

Value. 

'Sponge       

P'tteaPPle* 

Oranges     

Canned  fruits 
BabamM  bemp     ... 

Salt            

Turtle  BbflU          ... 

S^BbellB 

Cuxc&rilla  bark      ... 
Hardwoods 

lbs. 
1,517,597 

doz. 
380,094 

No. 
3,471,599 

lbs. 
1,638,478 
bushels 
73,046 
lbs. 
9,313 

2,826 
Ibi 
250,000 
tons 
1             1,136 

£ 
137,297 

28,892 
5,011 
8,797 

18,534 
917 
6,906 
2,357 
■2,709 
l,ijl8 

1,165^406 
doi. 
602,751 
No. 
1,683,990 
cases 
41,91.1 
lbs. 
1,276.037 
bushels 
:i8,2d7 
lbs. 
6,904 
bsrrsis 
850 
lbs; 
K5,4I0. 
tons 
1,198 

£. 
104,219 

59,191 

3,148 

P,836 

16,246 

478 

4,391 

1,166 

8<J7 

1,212 

The  exports  of  fiuit  which  formerly  used  to  equal  or  surpass 
in  vaiue  the  exports  of  sponge,  are  now  of  much  inferior  im- 
portance, and  a  careful  comparison  of  the  figures  for  190U  with 
those  of  the  period  now  under  review  leads  to  the  conchision 
that  the  falling  off  in  the  total  exports  during  that  period, 
having  regard  to  the  additional  quarter  of  a  year  included  in  Uie- 
returns  cannot  have  been  mnch  less  than  £31,369. 
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Keturn  of  total  imports  aad  ezporta  for  the  four  years  1897  to 
lyoy,  and  for  tin-  fifteen  months  from  1st  January,  1901,  to  Slat 
March,  1902:  — 


Vuloe  of 
Imports. 

Value  of 
EiportB. 

Value  of  Total 

Imports  and 

Efxports. 

& 

186,010 
238,336 
329,196 
335,269 
408,648 

£ 
146,085 
174,860 
169,148 
172,317 
222,176 

£ 

335,095 
413,196 
498,344 
607,586 
630,826 

Some  information  as  to  the  relative  importance  of  the  trade  of 
the  Bahamas  with  the  United  Kingdom  and  United  States  re- 
spectively may  be  obtained  by  reference  to  the  following  tabular 
statements. 

St&tempnt  of  the  principal  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom 
and  United  States  respectively  during  the  fifteen  months  includ- 
ing the  year  1901  and  first  quarter  of  1902 :  — 


Imi>ort8. 

United  Kingdom. 

United  States. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity, 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Cotton,  woollen. 

33,914 

28,247 

linen      and     silk 
goods. 

Barthnnware,  glaxa- 

8,675 

46,666 

wara,  &c. 

Tinware,  hardware 

,, 

3,181 

10,677 

Preserved  fruits,  &c. 

4,650 

18.866 

Ale  and  porter     ... 

gills.       12,182 

1,832 

galls.        6,536 

1,180 

Whiskey    

4,062 

1,800 

964 

654 

Winw        

1,769 

639 

2  330 

1,205 

liioseed  and    other 

5,585 

839 

2,061 

344 

oils. 

EiM            

lbs.   2,233,633 

10,358 

lbs.      166,317 

880 

Sugar  (refined)     ... 

„         96  670 

727 

„       620,268 

4,127 

„       (unrafined) 

„    1,244,479 

7,880 

9,067 

Iroiinnib 

5,686 

839 

„       168,200 

1,138 

Copper  and  vellov 

16,870 

352 

13,902 

468 

m^l. 

Candles      

10,650 

22.5 

530 

17 

7,867 

„       229,510 

1,769 

Machinery 

— 

3,783 

— 

12,726 
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Statement  of  the  principal  expcirta  to  the  United  Eingdom  and 
United  States,  respectively,  during  the  fifteen  months  includiog 
the  rear  1901  and  firsti  quarter  of  1902. 


Fot  the  je&r 

1901,  and  fint  qasrter  of  the  year  1902. 

Exports. 

United  Kingdom.' 

United 
(^lautity. 

States. 

(Junntity. 

Value. 

Value. 

Ibi. 

£ 

lbs. 

£ 

Bahamas  hemp     ... 

24,232 

486 

1,514,246 

18,048 

Cucarilla  b&rk     ... 

33,879 

408 

216,121 

TortSihelV'        '.'.'. 

156.5a4 

7,444 

5,496 

1,669 

1,411 

Barrels. 

Ban-els. 

SeaBhetlB...        ... 

427 

No. 

54B 

■2,048 
No. 

1.661 

Conch  shells 

9,300 
Oases. 

72 

102,809 
Cases. 

S49 

Canaed  fruit 

762 

81 

40,087 

8,611 

"    (B.)  Mines,  Manufactures,  and  Fishurieh. 
Sponge  Fishciy. 

This  induatry,  the  most  important  in  the  Bahaanas,  is  for  the 
present  in  a  fairly  flouriehing  condition  though  compIaiDte  of 
low  prices  are  common  and  the  places  of  the  men  belonging  to 
tie  sponging  fleet,  who  were  drowned  during  the  hurricane  in 
1899,  are  taken  in  a  large  measure  by  inexperienced  youths. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  the 
sponge  exported  to  the  several  countries  named:  — 


Conntcj. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

lbs. 

f. 

United  Kinfidom 

■  1.56,f.24 

n.3i2 

United  Statca 

869,167 

80,228 

Canada   

1,318 

119 

Holland 

211,774 

19,103 

Fnmoe 

17,651 

Germanj           

1 12,-587 

7,56!t 

1.019 

Italy       

14,332 

296 

Some  excitement  and  alarm  was  caused  l^  reports  continually 
brought  into  Nassau  of  American  vessels  fishing  for  sponge  in 
the  waters  of  the  Bahamas    in    considerable    numbers   and   of 
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laiTger  aise  and  better  equipped  than  the  colonial  vessels,  landing 
on  the  uninhabited  caya  to  dry  and  core  the  spon^,  and  carry- 
ing it  (^  for  sale  to  Key  Weak. 

Although  moat  of  ^ese  practLces  are  generally  in  contrayen- 
tioa  of  the  revenue  laws,  it  vas  thought  better  as  the  Aaaemb^ 
vas  in  geasion  to  give  special  protection  to  the  sponge  fishery 
l^  preaerving  the  fishing  rights  for  British  vessels,  and  an  Act 
vas  accordingly  passed  far  the  purpose. 

It  is  doubtful,  however,  whether  these  depredations  could  have 
been  efFectually  stopped  at  the  time  had  it  not  been  for  the 
action  of  the  Customs  authorities  of  the  State  of  Florida,  who, 
in  taking  cognizance  of  the  facts  brought  to  their  knowledge, 
KaA  proaecating  the  owners  of  these  vessels  on  iiheir  arrival  at 
Key  Weat,  under  the  United  States  revenue  laws,  were  acting 
for  ihe  protection  of  the  Florida  and  Cuban  fisheries  by  stopping 
the  importation  of  Bahamas  sponge,  duty  free,  to  compete  with 
the  products  of  their  own  coasts. 

In  fact,  &e  owners  c^  the  American  schooners  were  commit- 
ting a  breach  of  the  revenue  laws  of  both  countries,  but  it  was 
only  Then  they  entered  at  American  ports  that  they  could  be 
aubjected  to  the  penalties  incurred. 

It  18  difficult  to  obtain  am  absolutely  correct  account  of  the 
condition  of  the  sponge  industry,  or  indeed  of  any  other,  since 
answera  to  questions  oannot  in  aU  oases  be  obtained,  but  through 
the  assiduous  enquiries  carried  out  by  Mr.  N.  B.  Bumside,  Chief 
Clerk  in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  office,  sufficient  information 
has  been  gaoned  to  enable  the  following  statistics  to  be  given  aa 
approximately  full  and  correct  up  to  the  end  oi  ihe  year  1900. 

Knmber  of  Vessels  Engaged. 
265  achoonera  of  from  6  to  43  tons  burthen,  and  322  aloopa 
from  1  to  16  tons  burthen  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  6,952 
tons. 

^ymber  of  Boats  Engaged. 
3,517  open  boats  were  attached  to  the  above-mentioned  veesela 
and  291    open  boata  w^l^  engaged  in  tide  industry  along  the 
ahores  of  many  of  the  islands. 

Number  of  Persons  Engaged. 
In  the  sea-going  vessels,  6,617  men  and  boys. 
In  the  long-shore  boats,  446  men  and  bc^s. 
In  clipping,  sorting  and  packing  for  export,  258    men    and 
women. 

Stdt. 
At  Ragged  laland  the  Resident  Justice  reports  die  production 
^  salt  to  be  on' the  increase,  25,428  buahela  having  been  shipped 
1363S  B 
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to  Jamaica  and  10,497  buslteU  disposed  of  in  tlie  ont^islands  at 
better  prices  than  were  formerly  obtained. 

Concerning  the  salt  industry  of  Inagna  the  Resident  Justice, 
Mr.  Armbrister,  fnrnished  a  special  report,  which  has  beea 
already  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  Governor  Sir 
Gilbert  Carter.* 

(C)  Agkici'ltukal  Industbies. 
Fine-apples. 

The  most  important  of  the  industries  in  which  agriculture  plays 
a  part  continues  to  be  the  raising  of  pine-apples  for  export  in 
the  natural  state,  and  also  for  the  canning  factories,  where  after 
undergoing  various  processes  the  fruit  is  converted  into  the 
tinned  article,  for  which  there  is  a  large  sale  in  the  United  States 
as  shown  by  the  export  returns.  There  is  nothing  special  to 
remark  of  the  crop  or  exports  of  1901.  Nothing  is  going  on 
during  the  first  quarter  of  any  year  bo  that  the  export  return 
as  regards  pine-a|q>leB  is  not  aiffected  by  the  inclusion  in  the 
return  of  the  first  quarter  of  1903. 

There  are  no  extensive  cultivations  of  this  fruit  except  in  the 
island  of  Eleuthera,  where  3,030  acres  are  taken  up  witdi  it. 

lu  Long  Island  also  there  are  350  acres,  and  in  Sau  Salvador 
104  acres  on  which  pines  are  grown. 

Oranges. 

The  trade  in  fruit  other  than  pine-apples  is  limited  to  Uie 
orange  and  the  pomelo  or,  as  it  is  locally  called,  the  grape  fruit. 
Bananas,  cocoa-nuts,  pumpkins,  tomatoes,  mangoes  and  sappo- 
dillas  are  all  represented  in  the  export  list,  but  in  such  small 
quantities  that  the  value  is  next  to  nothing.  It  serves  to  show, 
however,  that  the  possibilities  of  a  fruit  trade  exist  if  the  busi- 
ness of  buying,  packing,  and  exporting  was  in  the  hands  of  a 
competent  firm  contented  with  reiisonable  profits. 

Under  the  conditions  prevailing  at  Nassau  the  prices  offered 
by  the  exporters  are  so  low  that  it  does  not  pay  the  people  even 
who  live  close  round  to  gather  and  carry  the  fruit  to  the  packing 
warehouse,  and  oranges  are  allowed  to  fall  and  rot  on  the  ground 
by  thousands. 

Of  late  years  the  pomelo  or  grape  fruit  has  risen  so  highly  in 
the  estimation  of  Americans  that  a  good  price  for  that  fruit  may 
always  be  reckoned  upon,  and  in  quantities  ten  times  as  great  as 
this  Colony  is  at  present  capable  of  supplying. 

I  have  been  told  by  Mr,  Henry  Mostyn,  formerly  Private 
Secretary  to  Governor  Sir  "W.  Haynes  Smith,  who  has  himself 
established  and  brought  to  great  perfection  a  fruit  farm  in  New 
Providence  about  eight  miles  from  Nassau  in  a  westerly  direc- 
tion, Uiat  he  intends  to  increase  by  every  means  possible  the 
production  of  the  pomelo  or  grape  fruit,  even  by  grafting  it  on 

"  Printed  as  an  Apiiendix  to  this  Benort. 
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to  the  orange  trees,  having  eveiy  confidsQce  that  the  demand 
will  be  maintained  for  many  years  to  comd  aa  tiiere  is  no  fruit 
of  the  citros  species  at  all  likely  to  displace  it  in  the  public 
faTOur. 

Complaints  of  the  United  States  tarifF  are  unirerBail,  as  if  it  was 
killing  the  fruit  trade,  but  a  little  statistical  research  shows 
plainly  enough  that  it  never  has  been  anything  but  relatively 
insignificant  1^  comparison  with  the  importance  which'it  evi- 
dently might  and  should  have  attained,  and  that  at  thelpresent 
day  it  is  just  about  the  same  as  and  no  more  than  it  was  when 
the  exports  w«it  to  the  United  Kingdom,  where,  of  course,  they 
entered  free  of  duty. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  average  annual  shipments  of  oranges, 
pomeloes  and  shaddocks  (for  which  information  as  well  as-f or  the 
list  which  follows  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Hoatyn)  and  it-will  be 
seen  that  the  average  price  and  the  average  value  of  the  annual 
exports  are  nearly  identical  for  the  period  comprising  tthe  years 
from  1860  to  1877,  when  the  trade  was  with  the  United  King- 
dom, and  for  the  period  from  1878  to  1901  when  it  hig&a,  and 
thereafter  oontinued  to  be  with  the  United  States,  thus: — 


YauB. 

Avangsumiul 
Bhipment 

^^^ 

Atohb  value 
of  snniul 
shipment. 

lf)60to]877 
1878  to  1901 

No. 
2,219,000 
2,726,318 

£    1.    d. 
1  13    1 
1  13    6 

£ 
8,630 
3:693 

That  the  United  States  tarifF  of  one  cent  per  lb.  is  a  great 
hindrance  to  the  trade  must,  of  coarse,  be  admitted,  and  the  un- 
certeinty  as  to  whether  the  duty  may  not  be  raised  to  an  amount 
^together  prohitntive  must  tend  to  discourage  the  investment  of 
oapitat  itt  fruit  growing. 

The  following  statement  will,  no  doubt,  be'  of  interest  to  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  fruit  trade.  It  includes  the  statistics  of 
t^  export  of  pomeloes' and  oranges- for  the  last  twenty-four  years 
commencing  with  1878,  showing  the  numbers  of  each  kind  of 
fruit  exported,  the  price  per  thousand  at  New  York,  and  the 
estimated  value  of  the  total  annual  shipments  in  each  year. 

There  are  some  exceptional-  years  as  1883,  when  the  crop 
entirely  failed  owing  to  the  severe  drought  of  the  year  18^. 

In  the  years  1888  and  1889  the  price  for  pomeloes  dropped  as 
low  as  13j.  9d.  and  4j.  Id.  per  thousand. 

On  the  other  hand — ^ten  years  afterwards,  in  1898,  the  price 
rose  to  £Q  4*.  6d.  per  thousand,  the  highest  yet  known,  and  not 
likely  ever  to  be  realized  again. 

,  Between  these  two  extremes  there  is  an  ample  mai^n  for 
steady  and  remiinerative  prices  from  which  growers  and  all  eon- 
cemed  in  the  trade  ooold  realise  fair  profits. 

ISGSfi  B  2 
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Yeu. 

Pom«lo  oi 
Gr»pe  fruit 

Price 
perM. 

Oruiges. 

Price 
perM. 

£  «.  d. 

£    *.    tl. 

£ 

1878      ... 

121,053 

1    8    0 

3,817.683 

I    5    0 

4.937 

1879      ... 

336.660 

2    9    6 

6,146,248 

1    7    6 

7,406 

1880      ... 

147.89* 

1    4    0 

3,866.216 

1    S    0 

4,698 

1881      ... 

150^66 

1    4    0 

4,103,690 

1     4    6 

^'^i2 

1882      ... 

93,396 

1    0    0 

2,660,538 

1    8    0 

^Sf 

18B3      ... 

10,800 

1    0    0 

451,900 

1    7    2 

626 

1884      ... 

101,049 

19    7 

1,838,080 

1     2    0 

HJS 

1885      ... 

68,590 

1    6    0 

1,882,696 

19    0 

!'?i? 

1886      ... 

102,456 

1    9    6 

3,198,196 

1    5    0 

4,171 

1887      ... 

164,080 

1    4    0 

3,779,666 

1     1    3 

4,110 

1866      ... 

220,100 

12    9 

2,046,650 

19    0 

2,104 

1889      ... 

354,110 

4    1 

2,314,370 

I     6    0 

3,113 

1890      ... 

Ml,6i0 

.19    0 

3,242,8S6 

1     4    6 

*'^iS 

1891      ... 

178,994 

1  15    0 

2,12o.097 

1     1    0 

l-^£. 

1892      ... 

■  161,016 

1   13    2 

3,082,870 

19    0 

8,292 

1893      ... 

ti7,400 

1     9    0 

1,097,100 

18    6 

■1,188 

iSU      ... 

101,100 

1  16    0 

676,619 

17    ff 

77S 

1896      ... 

226,169 

3    0    0 

4,492,981 

I     1    0 

5,696 

1896      ... 

291,880 

4    6    3 

1,828,522 

1  10    6 

4,025 

1897      ... 

622.981 

5    6    0 

2,644,399 

1     6    6 

7,706 

1898      ... 

216,239 

9    4    6 

2,258,478 

1    7    6 

^•^1 

1899      ... 

87,799 

4  15    9 

482,628 

2  14    6 

1,600 

1900      ... 

300.905 

2    9    6 

1,264,067 

1  12    2 

2,777 

1301      ... 

470,426 

4  10    3 

3,001,173 

19    i 

5,011 

Per  A.  ... 

201,686 

£2    4    7 

2,524,627 

£14    6 

£3,693 

(D.)  Land  Qbants. 

333|  acres  of  Crown  IsiuIb  were  disposed  oi  l^  purchase — 12^ 
acres  at  New  Frovideucie,  91  acres  at  Aadioa  Island  aad  230i 
acres  at  Elentiiem. 

The  total  number  of  acres  comprised  in  Crown  grants  throngh- 
out  the  Colony  is  350)085,  and  the  total  number  of  acres  remain- 
ing nngranted  1,76^63. 

(E.)  Shipfimo. 

As  the  shipping  return  in  this  Bine  Book  includes  the  fint 
quarter  of  IQfXi  as  well  as  the  whole  year  1901,  no  exact  compari- 
Boa  can  be  made  with  the  rertums  of  previous  years  whicli  hare 
always  hitherto  dealt  with  the  figures  of  the  preceding  calendar 
year  only,  but  it  will  appear  from  the  following  tables  that  as 
regards  sailing  vessels  the  increase  in  British  and  American 
Tossels  and  tonnage,  is  proportionate,  or  nearly  ao,  to  the  longer 
period  dealt  with  in  the  reinim,  whilst  as  regards  steamers,  there 
is  a  falling  ofF  in  numbers  of  vessels  and  in  tonnage  of  British 
and  Norwegian  nationality,  and  more  than  a  proportionate  in- 
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ereue  lor  the  fifteen  montha  dealt  iritli  in  American  and  Gterman 


This  may  mean  thai  fewer  British  and  N'onregion  veBseU  are 
now  takin^f  this  ocean  route  on  their  way  to  the  ChilE,  at  that 
ih^  are  giving  up  the  practice  of  taking  laboorers  on  board  at 
Ltmg  Cay  or  Inagna,  the  only  object  for  which  therjr  would  come 
to  an  entry  at  Long  Cay  or  Inagna,  and  as  regards  American 
Teaaelfl  the  subsidized  mail  vessels  from  Florida  and  New  Yoric 
account  for  about  seventy  entries  and  clearances  yearly. 

Betum  of  the  numbers  and  tonnage  of  sailing  vessels  eniwed 
and  cleared,  distinguishing  nationaKtieB,  for  the  year  1900,  and 
the  yeu  and  a  quarter  from  1st  January,  1901,  to  31st  h^ioli, 
1902:— 


1900. 

1901-2. 

EnMnd. 

Olond. 

EDtered. 

01«r»d. 

NntioiuUtr. 

1 

Toi». 

1 

Tom. 

1 

Ton.. 

1 

Tons. 

|J 

|J 

tS 

j2 

Britid. 

m 

10,«9 

14B 

10,612 

222 

13,626 

218 

13.266 

.Imeriom   ... 

79 

Hl,6«7 

10,634 

a* 

19,193 

9S 

18,284 

Bpuush 
tCSSn     ... 
OoUn        ... 

32 

240 

20 

228 

so 

610 

30 

630 

2 

32 

2 

82 

Domiiioii... 

~ 

~ 

"" 

_ 

1 

80 

1 

80 

Betom  of  the  numbers  and  tonnage  of  Steamers  entered  and 
cleared,  distinguishing  nationalities,  for  the  year  1900  and  tiie 
year  and  a  CLuarter  from  the  1st  January,  1901,  to  31st  March, 


1900. 

1901-2. 

EntOT^. 

Clested. 

Eatered. 

Cleared. 

NstioiuUtr. 

1 

To™. 

i 

Tom. 

1 

ToDfl. 

1 

Tons. 

t> 

tJ 

J 

fJ 

Britiih 

iia 

246.148 

lis 

246,146 

R6 

185,732 

87 

186,333 

im 

141,677 

KM) 

140,759 

Gemum 

19 

23,142 

21) 

24,343 

30 

66,208 

31 

66,908 

Sormgma 

l.Hh 

120,983 

1H4 

120,139 

112 

110,372 

110 

108,433 

Dnteh     

4 

3,970 

4 

3.970 

Oabui     

— 

41 

56,029 

41 
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ComparatiTe  Statement  of  total  aUpping  invards  and  oatwaiid^ 
lor  the  last  five  yeata : — 


Tom. 

Total  Kombw 
otVMseU. 

TcrUl 
Touiuge. 

Total  T«aMla 
and  ionnafo. 

In- 
wMda. 

Oot- 

In- 
wards. 

Ont- 
wudi. 

Tea- 
aela. 

Ton- 
nagB. 

1897         

1898         

1899         

1900         

1901-2      

560 
596 
657 
623 

757 

562 
597 
666 
619 
764 

261,042 
371,878 
489,U9 
557,211 
648,049 

257,175 
369,644 
490,670 
556,653 
646,631 

1,122 
1,192 
1,812 
1242 
1,611 

618,217 
741,522 
979,819 
1,113,866 
1,293,680 

III.— LEGISLATION. 


The  Legislature  met  on  tlie  19tli  Feln-naiy  and  was  pro- 
rogued OIL  the  14tli  May,  and  during  this  Session.  twenl^-fiTe 
Acta  Vere  passed,  including  the  Annual  Appropriation  Act,  and 
the  following  Acta  which  are  selected  for  mention  as  being  of 
(general  importaace,  viz.;  — 

Act  2,  Edward  7,  cap.  2.  "  The  Ttmnage  Consolidation  and 
Amendment  Act,  1903,"  has  for  object  to  limit  the  payment 
odE  tonnage  dues  to  one  payment  in  every  twelve  calendar 
months,  imposes  a  duty  of  one  shiUing  for  eveiy  ton  of  measure- 
ment on  all  vessels  arriving  at  any  jxHi  in  the  Bahamaa  from 
any  port  or  place  without  the  limits  of  Uie  Colony,  auch  du^ 
not  to  be  imposed  more  than  once  in  eveiy  twelve  calendar 
months. 

Act  2,  Edward  7,  cap.  14.  "The  Stamp  Amendment  Act, 
1902,"  has  for  object  the  exemption  from  stamp  duties  of  bills 
of  exchange  and  bills  of  lading  for  goods  shipped  to  foreign 
ports. 

Act  2,  Edward  7,  cap.  22.  "  The  Wipeless  Telegraplq?  Act, 
1903,"  prohibits  the  use  of  any  wireless  telegraphy  unless  autho- 
rised by  Government. 

Act  2,  Edward  7,  cap.  5.  "  The  Fishery  Protection  Act,  1902," 
prohibits  the  gathering  of  sponge  or  any  other  marine  prodact  or 
turtling  or  fishing  by  foreign  vessels  within  the  territorial  limits 
of  the  Bahama  Islands. 

Act  2,  Edward  7,  cap.  24.  "  The  Export  Du^  Act,  1902," 
imposes  a  duty  of  ten  shillings  per  hundred  on  the  export  of 
pine-apple  plants,  i.e.,  slips,  suckers,  or  tops  of  pine-apples  to 
be  used  for  planting  purposes,  the  object  being  to  protect  the 
pine-apple  industry  from  foreign  competition. 
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Act  2,  Edward  7,  cap.  16.  "  The  Public  EstabUshmente  Act 
further  Amendment  Act,"  proTi<left  for  two  additional  district 
magistracies  in  the  out-islands,  tEe  details  of  which  will  be  found 
in  Part  X. 

The  three  last  above-mentioned  Acts  are  reserved  until  notifi- 
cation is  given  that  it  is  His  Majesty's  pleasure  not  to  diaalloV 
the  same. 


IV.— EDUCATION. 


The  state  of  primaiy  education  in  the  Colony  calls  for  no 
special  remarks;  there  is  certainly  no  retrogression  nor,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  there  any  marked  improvement  to  bo  noticed 
within  the  past  three  years. 

There  hais  been,  however,  sustained  endeavour  on  the  part  i>t 
the  Board  of  Education  to  raise  the  standard  of  efficiency  in  the 
educational  system  of  the  Colony,  the  latest  pha^e  of  which  ia 
to  be  seen  in  the  introduction  of  ameliorations  in  the  school  life 
of  both  teachers  and  scholars  by  building  new  and  sanitary 
school-houses  and  residences  for  school  teachers.  The  Legisla- 
ture granted  £2,500,  which  is  Being  steadily  applied  to  these 
purposes,  new  school-houses  Being  already  completed  in  fivo 
out-island  districts,  and  residences  for  teachers  in  three  dis- 
tricts, whilst  others  are  projected  and  will  be  shortly  put  in 
hand. 

Administrative  efficiency  has  been  increased  by  relieving  the 
Inspector  of  Schools  of  the  duties  of  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  thus  enabling  him  to  give  almost  the  whole  c^ 
his  time  to  the  inspection  of  school^  in  the  out-islands — a 
laborious  work,  which,  depending  as  it  does  largely  upon  the 
chances  of  wind  and  weather,  demands  a  sacrifice  o^  time  and 
leisure  which  no  other  officials  are  called  upon  to  make,  and  it 
is  in  consequence  of  the  impression  made  upon  the  Government 
and  the  Legislature  by  the  consideration  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  this  appointment  is  held  that  a  personal  allowance 
of  £60  annually  has  been  granted  to  the  present  holder  of  the 
c^ce. 

The  Inspector  of  Schools  states  that  the  total  number  of  days' 
work  done  in  the  schools  last  year  was  8,707,  giving  an  average 
of  202  days  to  each  school.  These  figures  are  slightly  below 
those  of  the  best  preceding  years,  but  may  be  partly  excused 
by  the  fact  that  in  certain  schools  time  was  unavoidably  lost, 
owing  to  change  of  teachers  and  also  partly  to  the  exceptionally 
heavy  and  long-continued  rains  in  certain  islands  and  districts, 
causing  flooded  roads  and  consequent  closing  of  schools  for  many 
days  at  a  time. 

The  average  percentage  of  passes  in  the  four  test  sul^etita 
.  was  nearly  75,  and  was  probably  less  by  three  or  four  tbaa  it 
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would  iLave  been  except  for  an  lULusnal  amoant  (rf'irreguluity 
preceding-  mai^  of  the  examinations  owing  to  tlie  climatic  con- 
ditions  above-mentioned,  and  to  severe  epidemics  of  measles  in 
several  localities. 

The  following  comparative  table  exhibits  the  most  important 
of  the  etatistical  information  available  for  the  past  three 
years:  — 


— 

1899. 

1900. 

1901 

44 

4S 

44 

aiuiaal  mat. 
Number  of  BchooU  which  reoeived  granta  in  mid    ... 

11 

11 

12 

Namber  of    pupils  who  attended   Board  Schools 

7,074 

6,935 

6,940 

dnriog  some  ponioD  of  the  year. 

Number  of  pupils  vho  attended  the  Asyiated  Schools 

1,C61      1,020 

1,122 

during  nome  portion  of  the  year. 

Nwnber  nf  names  on  the  rolls  (Board  Scbool")     ... 

6,772    1  5,776  !  5,84H 

Knmber  of  namea  on  the  mils  ( AKBisted  Schoola)... 

952 

91  i*  !    992 

Average  atteudanoe  (Board  Schools)            

4,001-4 

3,917 

3,984 

576 

569 

614 

Total  number  pf  achools        

66 

54 

56 

Nuoiber  of  scholare  present  daring  same  portion  of 

8,09(1 

7,955 

B,102 

thi  year. 

ATBrage  number  of  names  on  the  rolls         

6,724 

6,696 

6,840 

4,677-4 

4,486    4,698 

The  teaching  staff  during  the  year  compnsed--* 
43  principal  teacherK, 

5  assistajit  „ 

7  papil  ,. 

10  fiewtDg  „ 

84  monitors, 

and  with  two  students  in  training  and  thirteen  persons  employed 
in  assisted  schools,  reached  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-foar 


The  supply  of  teachers  is  now  generally  provided  for  jy 
retaining  in  the  schools  the  most  eligible  pupils  as  paid  monitors 
and  pupil  teachers  till  they  are  ag^  from  18  to  21  years,  and 
then  sending  them  to  the  Boys  Central  School  for  one  or  two 
years  to  receive  further  instruction  and  training. 

The  following  information  is  gathered  from  a  report  on 
Education  made  by  the  Superintendent  <rf  Schools:  — 

"  In  New  Providence  there  ate  two  schools  for  girls  and  ona 
for  boys.  All  others,  both  in  New  Providence  and  on  the  trat- 
islands,  are  mixed  schools,  and  in  none  of  these,  excepting  one  . 
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infant  school,  u  a  female  principal  teacher  employed,  the  con- 
ditions being  too  imfavonrable. 

"  ETening  schools  have  been  opened  at  various  times  and 
places,  have  fioorished  for  a  vhile,  and  gradnaUy  died  out  from 
the  falling  off  in  the  attendance. 

"  The  attempts  to  teach  agricaltore  in  the  schools  have  hitherto 
not  been  attended  with  much  success,  but  it  is  now  under  con- 
sideration to  introduce  a  handbook,  specially  prepared,  to  in- 
culcate such  mel^ods  as  are  in  accordance  with  local  conditions. 

"  Tailoring  and  shoe-making  were  formerly  taught  in  some  <yfl 
the  schools,  but  the  former  is  sufficiently  attractive  to  a  certain 
class  of  youths  without  being  taught  in  the  schools,  while  the 
infrequent  use  of  shoes  by  a  large  proportion  of  the  people  and 
the  cheapness  of  American  machine-made  goods  cause  the 
demand  for  shoe-makers  to  be  very  limited. 

"  Eindei^arten  exercises  have  been  introduced  experimentally 
in  one  school,  and  some  furiJier  developments  of  manual  training 
will  probably  be  attempted  in  the  near  future." 

No  separate  provision  is  made  by  the  Government  for  either 
secondary  or  technical  education,  and  no  other  than  the  schools 
already  treated  of  are  in  any  way  eitiier  assisted  or  euperin- 
tended. 

Although  the  condition  of  primary  education  in  the  Glovem- 
meut  schools  has  been  stationary  or  nearly  so  in  the  paet  three 
years,  if  a  comparison  is  made  with  the  conditions  of  twenty 
years  ago  the  improvement  is  very  remarkable,  for  since  the 
year  1882  the  number  of  schools  has  increased  87  per  cent.,  the 
names  on  the  registers  130  per  cent.,  the  average  attendance  170 
per  cent.,  and  the  percentage  of  the  population  then  attending 
Board  Schools  was  6*8,  whereas  it  is  now  12'7. 

Besides  the  provision  made  by  the  Government  for  elementary 
education,  the  Church  of  England  possesaea  five  schools  in  New 
Providence,  with  a  total  of  516  names  on  the  rolls,  which  are 
supported  partly  by  the  parish  vestries  and  partiy  l^  funds 
Bupplie|d  by.  "  Brays  Associates  "  and  the  "  Chrietijan  Faa^ 
Society." 

It  also  has  23  schools  on  the  out-islands  with  a  total  of  1,114 
names  on  the  rolls  and  663  in  average  attendance  making  a 
total  for  their  elementary  school,  of  1,630  names  on  the  rolls 
and  932  in  average  attendance. 

The  provision  for  higher  education  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
several  religious  denominations ;  the  Church  of  England  possew- 
ing  in  New  Providence  a  Diocesan  Grammar  School,  with  18 
pupils,  and  Wo  separate  girls'  schools  with  8  and  25  pupils, 
respectively,  all  supported  l^  fees;  and  there  is  also  Queen's 
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College,  under  the  management  of  the  Wealeyan  Society,  with. 
23  pupiU ;  and  there  is  also  a  High  School  for  girls  in  connection, 
with  St,  Andrew's  Preabyterian  Church,  with  31  pupila. 

The  proportion  of  the  population  under  tuition  of  some  kind 
and  to  some  extent  at  the  present  time  is  18*2  per  cent. 


v.— GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 
(A).  Hospitals. 

The  Blue  Book  Return  includes  the  atatiatical  information  of 
fifteen  months,  from  1st  January,  1901,  to  Slst  March,  1902,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  summary;  — 

—  Males.    Females 


72 

60 

287 

205 

Dsilf  svsrBae  in  hospital  1901-2 

66 

64 

Patients  dischaived  cured 

116 

67 

relieved           

83 

45 

„             „          not  improved 

Number  who  died  in  the  15  months  from  Isb  January, 

12 

24 

64 

G7 

1901,  to  3lBt  March,  1902. 

Number  admitted  with  local  injuries        

36 

Number  of  surgiesl  operations       

16 

(B.)  A8TLUMB. 

The  lunatic  asylum  contains  two  separate  buildings — ^for  maJes 
and  females,  respectively.  There  were  32  patients  on  31st 
March,  1902,  classified  as  follows:  — 


Maniacal  and  dsngerons.. 

IJniet  chronic       

Melancholy  

Idiotic       


The  admissions  during  the  fifteen  months  ending  31st  March, 
1902,  were  17  in  number,  7  males  and  10  females ;  the  daily 
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average  niiinber  in  the  asylum  during  the  same  period  waa  39, 
16  males  and  14  females. 

Two  patieatB  were  discliai^ed  cured  and  3  relieved,  and  the 
number  of  patients  who  died  wa»  7,  an  inquest  having  been  held 
in  each  caae. 

The  daily  average  number  of  patients  whom  it  was  found 
possible  to  give  employment  to  about  the  grounds  of  the  institu- 
tion or  in  household  work  vma  19, 13  males  and  6  females. 


(C.)  POOB-HOUSES   AND   POOB   KeLIBF. 

The  infirmary  or  poor-house  contains  usually  about  42  persona, 
most  of  whom  are  eiifferiag  from  chronic  infirmitieB  and  old 
age. 

A  new  building,  called  the  Alexandra  Infirmary,  has  been 
completed  and  funuahed,  built  entirely  of  cut  stone,  at  a  cost 
of  i£2,082,  and  was  opened  hy  tbe  Qovemor  on  the  13th  of  May 
of  this  present  year. 

A  plan,  of  the  building  is  attached  to  the  Blue  Book  showing 
that  thpre  are  five  wards  and  a  dining-room  on  the  ground-floor, 
with  a  total  floor  epace  of  3,120  superficial  feet,  and  a  cubic 
apace  of  32,760  cubic  feet,  and  a  Height  from  floor  to  ceiling  cj 
10  feet  6  inches. 

The  upper  floor  to  which  access  is  gained  by  tout  staircases 
has  the  same  disposition  of  space,  a  recreation,  room  taking  the 
place  of  the  dining-room  in  me  centre,  and  aa  there  is  no  c^ing 
to  the  upper  story,  the  height  from  floor  to  apex  of  roof  ia  18  feet 
9  inches,  giving  larger  cubic  space,  i.e.,  43,624  cubit  feet  instead 
of  the  32,760  cubic  feet  of  the  ground-floor. 

Out-door  poor  relief  was  granted  to  73  persona  in  the  island 
of  ISew  Providence,  and  122  on  the  out-islands. 

(E.)  Satihob  Bake. 

The  Savings  Bank  is  a  Government  institution,  and  is  at- 
tached to  the  General  Post  Office  and  kept  by  the  Postmaster 
and  Chief  clerk  in  the  post  office  at  Nassau. 

The  deposits  are  limited  fo  £200  for  any  one  person  and  ^0 
in  any  single  year. 

The  rate  of  interest  allowed  m  deposits  is  2^  per  cent.,  and 
the  invested  funds  amount  to  £16,692  lb*. 

A  comparison  of  the  traasactionB  of  this  bank  for  the  last 
five  years  shows  a  slow  but  steady  increase  of  business  during 
the  period. 
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ComparatiTe  atat^nent  of  Foal  Office  Savings  Bank  transac- 
Hons  for  five  years  from  1897  io  1901. 


Y«ir. 

Ho.  of 
DepoM- 

dnrin^thfl 

with- 

dnwaU. 

iDlcrrat 

■ddedto 
AooounU. 

AisaU. 

1S97 

1B9B 
1899 
IBOU 
1901 

1,061 
1,107 
1,2*0 
1,S50 
1,421 

£     ,.   d. 
4,1G7    3  11 
4,808  11  11 
7,206     1     0 
7,G91     S    B 
7,664  16- 11 

4,041     fi     9 
4,144    S     G 
4,818  12  10 

6,7fiV  16     7 
6,846    4     2 

£     ..  d. 
199    2    6 
230    fi    2 
270  11     1 
a2S     g    2 
878  10    1 

B,62a    5    4 
10,416  17    0 
18,06B  16     A 
lB.i!87  17     1 
16,484  18  11 

£      ..  d. 

U99    6    fi 
IO.S2;l    9    B 
13.S77    0  10 
I6^!6  11     9 
16.842    4    6 

VI.— JUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 
<A.)  Police. 

The  Police  rehmu  for  the  island  of  'S«w  Providence  show 
Chat  the  number  of  personfl  arrested  by  the  Police  amounted  to 
346,  of  which  about  one-fourth  were  for  crimes  of  violence. 


Fighting. 

Auanlting  Police. 

Common  AAWolte. 

Buig!uf. 

35 

21 

14 

12 

LarceDf. 

B»d  Language. 

DraukonneBa. 

Other  ofEences  againBl 
person  or  proport]'. 

27 

95 

76 

16 

The  number  of  the  persons  reported  by  the  Police  amounted 
to  546,  amongst  which  were  20  cases  of  fighting,  131  cases  of 
bad  language,  and  136  for  trespass  of  cattle  and  pigs  in  the 
streets,  the  remainder  being  chiefly  breaches  of  Police  laws  and 
r^ulations. 

Attention  is  called  by  the  Chief  of  the  Police  to  the  great 
increase  ol:  juvenile  crime  in  Nassau,  but  no  suggestions  are 
put  forward  as  to  the  best  meaus  to  be  adopted  for  its  suppression, 
whether  by  the  establishment  of  a  reformatory  or  by  rendering 
parents  increasingly  liable  for  pecuniary  penalties  incurred 
by  their  children. 
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(B.)  Pbibohb. 

The  total  nvimba  of  persons  committed  to  pruon  during  HiB 
fifteett  montlu  from  Ut  January.  1901.  to  31st  March,  1908, 
was  228,  of  whom  148  were  men,  67  women  and  13  javeniles. 

The  number  of  persons  committed  for  purposes  of  penal  im- 
prisonment was  1S9,  of  whom  118  were  men^  63  womea  and  8 
jnTeniles;  the  number  committed  under  short  B«ntence«,  i.0., 
for  three  months  or  less  was  138,  of  whom  76  were  men,  67 
women  and  6  juveniles;  the  number  of  those  committed  who 
Ikad  been  preYiously  convicted  was  IM,  of  whom  60  persons  had 
been  convicted  thrice  or  more  times,  ajLd  may  be  classed  as 
habitus!  criminals. 

The  Inspector  of  Prisons  reports  that  116  paniBhrneiits  were 
inflicted  on  persons  undergoing  imprisonment,  of  which  the 
greater  part  were  sentences  of  solitary  imprisonment,  and  only 
one  was  a  case  of  corporal  punishmeni  which  was  inflicted  on  a 
juvenile  with  a  tamarind  rod. 

He  sanitaiy  condition  of  the  prison  is  reported  to  have  been 
veiy  good  though  there  were  four  deaths  during  the  period  of 
fifteen  months  under  review;  inquests  were  held,  and  verdicts 
returned  in  each  case  of  death  from  natural  causes. 


(C.)  Cbihinal  Statibtiob. 

The  number  of  persons  brought  before  the  Magistrates'  CoortA 
by  arrest,  warrant  or  summons  was  3,021,  an  increase  of  385 
when  compared  with  the  numbers  for  1900 ;  but  as  the  returns 
for  this  Blue  Book  include  aA  extra  quarter  of  a  year  the  increase 
is  not  greater  than  what  might  naturally  be  expected  under  such 
circumstances. 

The  following  table  shows  an  abstract  of  the  criminal  statistioa 
of  the  years  1898,  1899,  1900  and  1901-2 ;— 


— 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901-2 
(fifteen 
months). 

Apprehended  by  tho  poUeo  or  mm- 
moned  before  the  mAgistntee. 

Number  of  iiiDiiiiary  oonTiotions  : 
For  offences  agaioat  the  person    ... 

tot  pnedul  luoeny           

For  oflences  SKUDst  property  other 

thanpiediialuoeny. 
For  other  oflenoes 

2,468 

238 
48 
78 

1,461 

2,W)8 

246 
37 
80 

1,460 

2,636 

237 
31 
76 

1,600 

3,02r 

276 
24 
99 

1,774 
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'  1901-2 

•     " 

1898. 

1899. 

1900.  1  rflftoen 
moatha). 

Tile  nombar  of  convictionB  ia  the 

Snp^or  ConrtB : 

For  offenoea  sgunat  the  penoa    „, 

13 

)0 

7 

8 

For  prsdisl  luMnj 

For  offanwB  sgainat  property  otbei 

SO 

16 

12 

12 

than  pnedial  larceny . 

For  other  ofEeDcea 

— 

1 

2 

7' 

In  the  Inferior  Conrta       

392 

46* 

43fs 

52S 

Ia  tfae  Superior  Conrta      

16 

2\ 

8 

6 

The  caaes  we/n  disposed  of  aa  foltowa :  — 

Discharged  for  want  of  proeecation  or  evidence  258 

DiflmisBed  on  tlie  merits 623 

Summarily  convicted      '2,173 

Committed  for  trial         67 

With  regard  to  the  summary  coDTictions  the  punishments 

inflicted  were — ^finea,  1,601 ;  iiapriaonment  in  lieu  of  fines,  164 ; 

perempitoTy  imprieonments  136;    whippiing',  66;    bound   over 

with  or  without  soretieB,  206. 

With  regard  to  the  classes  of  offences  included  in  ttie  abore 

convictions  there  were, — 

Assaults  and  offences  agBins't  the  person  . . .     282 

Malicious  injuries  to  proper^      ...         ...         ...       17 

Pnedial  larceny       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       19 

Ofienoea  against  property  not  included  in  the  a6oTB      82 

There  were  1,773  cases  not  included  in  the  above  classificatioik, 
comprising  eleven  cases  of  breach  of  Bevenue  laws,  and  others  for 
minor  o&ences  such  as  breaches  of  education  laws,  street  traffic, 
.and  other  PoIi<je  regulations. 

■  In  the  Superior  Courts  there  wen  27  convictions ;  S  for  offenosf 
•gainst  the  person,  12  for  otfences  against  property,  and  7  for 
(fences  not  included  in  the  above  categtny. 

Six  acquittals  also  took  place. 
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VII.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(A.)   POPDLATION.  i 

The  Censas  ai  the  BahamaB  IsIandB  was  taken,  on  the  14th 
April,  1901,  when  the  total  population  was  ascertained  to  be 
63,735,  an  increase  of  6,170  Bince  tiie  last  decennial  Census  was 
taken  in  1891,  which  had  ^iven  the  Colony  a  population  of 
47,665. 

The  proportion  of  numbers  to  area  of  Colony  is  stated  to  be 
12'20  to  the  square  mile. 

Other  particulars  as  to  age,  sex,  etc.,  are  given  below:  — 


— 

Namben. 

Increase 

since  census 

of  1891. 

Per  oentam 

of 
popnlation. 

Malc«      

Femalea 

25,001) 
28,735 

2,445 
3,725 

46-52 
:53-47 

Biales     and     females     nndee 
18  years. 

Above  18  years 

Above  70  years 

25,619 

26,914 
1,202 

2,168 
4,093 

47-67 

50-08 
2-23 

Marriage— 
Mamed 

16,657 

1,970 

30-99 

Oceapation— 
Officials 

Traders  aad  clerks       

Heohanics          

FlaDlers  and  farmera 

Seamen  and  fiBbermeD 

Labonrere  and  eerranla 

292 
129 
748 
3,059 
7,941 
4,271 
6,743 

41 

116 

483 

1,101 

1,737 

889 

■34 
■24 
1-39 
669 
14-77 
7-94 
12-54 

Place  of  birth— 

Bahamas 

Taccinated 

52,196 
1,539 
30,382 

6,399 
1,744 

97-13 
56-54 

Education— 

Able  to  read  and  write 

19,975 

5,649 

37-17 

The  following  tabular  statement  shons  the  distribution  of 
the  population  throughout  the  Bahamas  Islands,  and  the  increase 
or  decrease  of  the  population  in  the  several  islands  since  the 
last  Census  in  1891 :  — 
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(B.)  Public  Health. 

The  Medical  Inspector  reports  that  the  pnblio  healtli  has  be«a 
good  during  the  year  throughout  the  islaod  of  New  Providence ; 
meaelee,  Thooping-cough,  and  chicken-pox  ^«Tailing  in  the 
early  part  of  the  yeax  and  inflsetua  later  <m  in  a  mild  e^demio 
fona. 

The  ordinaiy  autumnal  Jeren  vere  luusually  limited  in.  pr»- 
Talenoe  and  of  a  mild  type. 

The  relative  mortality  in  the  different  seasona  for  Xew  Pro* 
vidence  exhibits  only  slight  differences,  the  highest  occurrinff 
in  the  June  quarter. 

(C  }  SAIf  ITATIOH. 

The  Medical  Inspector  reports  that  the  aanitaiy  condition  of 
the  island  of  New  ProTidence  was  very  satisfactory,  and  the 
water  supply  from  springs  and  cisterns  abundant. 

Soccesflful  vaccinatioiis  io  fhe  number  of  448  were  performed 
in  New  Providence  during  the  year,  and  3,698  on  the  various 
out-islands  of  the  Colony. 

(D.)  Clihatb. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  61*83  inches,  10  inches  more 
than  last  year,  and  it  was  considered  to  be  a  very  rainy  season. 

A  meteorological  return  showing  temperature,  rainfall,  and 
direction  of  winds  is  subjoined :  — 


Bldnfiai. 

Wind*. 

— 

l| 

i 

a 

ll 

ll 

1 

1 

11 

!i 

■ii 

ll 

1 

itiyo 

77-0 

IHt-7 

17-S 

(W-4 

0-49 

81 

N.R. 

l»-8 

«H 

1B8-7 

7»4 

M-7 

lS-7 

71-1 

0-80 

80 

i£t    •• 

79-7 

fl7B 

li-1 

7«-7 

1-4I) 

77 

ir.B. 

18S-6 

BS-4 

71-ft 

11-9 

77-fi 

9-28 

9S 

M. 

ISS'l 

86-7 

TflU 

9'6 

HH) 

14-04 

8! 

S7-8 

7fl-4 

7-« 

88-4 

8-ie 

75 

B. 

148-4 

87-9 

71M 

9-8 

KS-1 

148-6 

88-1 

78-0 

10-1 

lW-1 

8'8S 

8! 

8.B. 

114-S 

77-2 

70-1 

7-1 

7H-'/ 

0-80 

67 

Dwambai 

111-1 

761 

67-! 

7-9 

71"! 

097 

78 

B. 

10 

T«.r    ... 

m-B 

81-8 

7M 

IM 

78-2 

81-88 

79 

- 

n 

VIII.— POSTAL  AND  TELEGRAPH  SERVICES. 

Post  Offiob. 
•He  Revenue  for  the  period  of  fifteen  months  from  Ist  January, 
1901,  to  3lBt  March,  1902,  amounted  to  £4,128,  and  the  Customs 
duties  collected  on  parcels  to  £878  19'.  bd. 

12BS6  0 
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Tile  total  number  of  postal  packets  receired  and  despatched 
wae  535,129. 

Bnxing  the  period,  2,066  parcele,  valued  at  £2,987  3>.  bd.  were 
received  from  the  TJnited  Kingdom,  and  2,807  parcels,  valued 
;£1,879,  were  received  from  &e  United  States.  394  parcels, 
y&biB  £252  16j.  lOd..  and  326  parcels,  value  £185  153.  2d.,  were 
despatched  to  the  United  Singrdom  and  the  United  States,  re- 
spectively. He  total  number  of  parcels  received  and  despatched 
by  paottels  mails  was  6,593,  value  £5,305  Qt.  bd. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  letters  received  and 
despatched,  money  orden  issued  and  drawn,  and  numbers  and 
value  of  stamps,  envelopes,  and  postcards  sold  at  the  Nassau 
Poal  Office:  — 

Statement  of  Letters  Receined  and  Despatched  from  \it  January, 
1901,  to  ^\st  March,  1902. 


B«««tT.d. 

Letten. 

Port 

Owfdi 

Newi 
Boob. 

TotoL 

LeUen. 

Port 
Card*. 

Newt 

Uld 

Boob. 

Total 

Vtdtti  Kingdom 
United  SUU>... 
Other  ConntriM 
Inter-iuBLdar   ... 

38,019 

237 
28,611 

8M 

a,8B9 

119 

46.427 

S0,M2 

7 

1,262 

82,260 

210,714 

2M 

SS.99S 

24,178 

97,678 
14.160 

30,084 

868 

2,889 

887 

7,9  [8 

B;77a 

4,874 
M,244 

82,4*4 
109,810 

19,460 
60,716 

ToUl     ... 

i9Z,aw 

^, 

127,518 

BS3,2I0 

166,0% 

4,0i0 

41,804 

;il,919 

Statement  of  Money  Orders  Issued  and  Drawn  during  the 
period  from  1st  January,  1901,  to  31st  March,  1902. 


biued. 

Drawn. 

No. 

Amonut. 

No. 

Amoont. 

United  Kingdom,  iaclnding 

throoRh  orders. 
Unitad  Statea          

1,073 
1,597 

1,437  17    3 
2,066    9    0 

184 
287 

£     *.    d. 
400  13    7 

1,016  18    7 

Total 

2,670 

3,494    6    3 

471 

1,417  12    2 

iflion  on  Honey  Orders,  £120. 
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Statement  of  Sta7np3,  Etwelopei,  and  Pott  Cardi  told  at  the 
General  Post  vfice,  Nattau^  from  \st  January,  1901,  to  Z\tt 
March,  1902. 


— 

Amoont. 

1.  i. 

i    ,.    i. 

146,212  ituin      at    Q    1 

m  I   0 

106,630     „           H     0    21 

1,099    S    6 

1,899     „           „     0    4 

31  IS    0 

8,863     „           ,,0    6 

96  11    6 

6.907     „           „     1    0 

296    7    0 

624     „           „     6    0 

131    0    0 

169      „           „  20    0 

169    0    0 

iSm^filopa  ,     0    It 

0    2    9 

B66         ,,,02 

4  12    8 

2693        ,.         „     0    2i 

27    0    2i 

18        „         „     0    3 

0    4    6 

3,747  portcM  da    „     0    1 

16  12    S 

78         „          „     0    2 

0  12    8 

Total...  270,106 

Total  ... 

2,46«    2  11( 

The  OoTenunent  cable  from  Nassaa  to  Jn^ter  in  Morida 
ooLtiiines  in  good  .conditioii,  «ad  the  numbers  of  meBsages  sent 
•nd  reoeiTed  daring  the  period  from  1st  January,  1901,  to  31«t 
March,  1902,  wa«  as  lollovs :  -  ~ 


TTnited  Kingdcmi 
Other  points 


4,221 

821. 


IX.— MILITARY  POECES  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

(D.)   CONSTABULABT. 

Here  are  no  regiilan,  militia,  or  volunteers,  but  the  con- 
stabulary was  raised  and  equipped  when  the  troops  were  wi^- 
drawn,  as  a  semi-military  force,  armed  and  drilled'  as  infantiy, 
Th«7  were  originally  enlisted  at  Barbados  and  brought  to  the 
Baluunas,  but  few  of  these  remain,  and  they  are  now  recruited 
within  the  Colony. 
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Tlie  strength  of  tJie  force  consists  of  a  commandant,  a  sergeant- 
major,  and  72  non-commissioned  officers  and  men. 

TBe  commandant  reported  that  the  conduct  of  fhe  men.  had 
been  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  but  it  was  necessary  to  dismiss 
four  men  for  misconduct. 

It  ifl  also  stated  that  there  is  a  gioviug  difBcully  in  obtaining 
recrnitB  who  fiatisfy  both  the  physical  and  tiie  edncational  teffts 
as  men  who  have  such  capacilbieB  can  do  beRer  for  themselTes 
in  other  careers. 

Attention  is  again  drawn  by  the  commandant  to  the  difEerences 
in  pay  and  pension  between  the  barrack  divisions  and  the  cily 
Police  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  former  class,  which  probably 
has  a  bearing  on  the  recruiting  question. 

The  arms,  clothing,  and  equipment  wwe  kept  in  good  order 
and  renewed  when  necessary. 

The  total  expenSture  on  the  Force  amounted  to  £6,960  13*.  7d. 


X.— GENERAL   OBSERVATIONS. 

The  engagement  of  labourers  to  work  by  contract  on  board 
steam  TeeeeU  or  at  harbour  and  other  works  on  the  mainland 
continued  as  in  previous  years. 

The  total  number  engaged  at  Bahamas  ports  was  4,98?,  and 
the  number  brought  back  4,&3t). 

This  traffic  takes  place  in  about  equal  proportions  at  the  port« 
of  Long  Cay  and  Inagua,  both  of  which  are  lighthouse  stationa 
unaer  the  Boaird  of  Trade — Long  Cay  being  the  port  fixat 
reached  by  ships  making  for  the  gulf. 

Concerning  contracts  for  work  on  the  mainland,  the  Resident 
Justice  of  Long  Cay  reports  that  in  May  and  June  100  men  vete 
engaged  by  the  Panama  Railroad  Company  for  one  year's  service 
on  the  docks  at  Colon  or  Panama,  as  required,  at  the  rate  of 
|15  a  month  and  overtime  ten  cents  an  hour,  boarding,  lodging, 
and  medical  attendance  free ;  also,  in  June,  114  men  were  en- 
gaged by  G^eorge  D.  Emeiy,  of  Boston,  for  general  work  at 
Kicaragua'for  one  year,  on  similar  terms.  In  July,  the  Papares 
Sugar  Comptmy  of  Santa  Marta  engaged  16  men  for  six  months. 
1,874  men  were  engaged  to  wtrk  as  deck  labourers  on  the  several 
ships  of  the  Hamburg-American  line  (formerly  Atlas  Steamship 
Company)  and  the  Munaon  Steamship  Company,  running  to 
Jamaica,  Hay€,  Central  America,  and  Cuban  ports  at  tiie  usual 
rates  of  pay,  viz.,  2i.  a  day  and  5d.  an  hour  overtime. 

Particulars  fnmiahed  by  tlie  Resident  Justice  will  be  found 
given  below :  — 
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Setum  of  the  Numlert  of  Lab&urer$  Engaged  at  the  Port  of 
Long  Cay  during  the  Year  1901,  and  of  the  Number i 
Browfht  Back  after  Expiry  of  Engagemtnt. 


t 

Number  of 
Labourera  en- 
gaged. 

1l 

Nambet  of 
Labanrera  brought 

?  a 

-1 

back  after  expiry  of 

•si 
ll 

ii 

Montb. 

It 

1! 

II 

K 

^ 

H 

% 

b 

Jmoary 

9 

168 

8 

,32    !       - 

F«bnikrT 

6 

118 

8 

150 

3 

Hucb       

179 

10 

200 

4 

April        

163 

7 

189 

Mly         

122 

50 

8 

17a 

51 

Jom        

122 

164 

7 

122 

15 

July         

172 

15 

6 

118 

Angnrt      

116 

8 

156 

SeptamW 

8 

177 

9 

151 

7 

OrtoW    

9 

185 

9 

177 

5 

November 

7 

138 

9 

159 

11 

December. 

10 

194 

30 

8 

157 

- 

TotJ        ... 

96 

1,874 

229 

97 

1,840 

96 

The  B«eideilt  Jortioe  of  Inaf^aa  leporta  that  300  men  are  em- 
ployed by  tile  Mexican  Centr^  i£ailway  Company  at  ^^mpico 
priucipsJly  on  ^e  docks,  ordinary  labottrerB  receiTing^  |16  a 
month,  with  board  and  lodging  free.  The  usual  payments  are 
allowed  for  overtime  and  Sunday  work,  and  ioremen  receive 
doaHle  the  i>ay  <rf  ordinary  labourers.  Labourers  under  this 
contract  receive  half  of  their  earnings  in  Mezioo  monthly,  the 
remainder  is  remitted  to  the  Ina^^ua  agent  for  the  support  of  their 
families. 

The  report  also  states  that  400  men  were  emplc^ed  in  Nica- 
ragua cutting  mahc^any  for  George  D.  Emeiy,  of  Boston,  tJnited 
States,  wages  being  about  the  same  as  those  paid  in  Mexico. 

The  contracts  in  both  insCances  are  signed  for  one  yeai. 

THia  oaah  sent  home  \/y  the  men  and  wages  paid  at  Inagua 
amounted  to  £18,125. 

The  steamers  on  which  the  labourers  were  Mnbarked  were 
{hose  belonging  to  the  Cameron  and  Hun8<Hi  Lines,  and  ships 
chartered  by  George  D.  Emety  and  the  Mexican  Craitr^  Batlvay 
Company. 

Farticulars  are  given  in  ^e  euljoined  return. 
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Return  of  tlu  Ifumber  of  Labourers  Engaged  at  the  Port  of 
Inagua  during  the  Year  1901,  and  of  tke  Numbers  of 
Labourers  Brought  Bach  after  Expiry  of  Engagement. 


1^ 

Number  of 
Labourers  en- 
gaged. 

Number  of 

i 

back  after  expiry  of 

ai 

0'2 

engagement. 

l| 

1 

l1 

Uonth. 

a 

§3-      s-a  . 

1 

!ii 

January 

5 

174 

19 

8 

245 

80 

February  

4 

128 

3 

97 

March       

6 

194 

6B 

e 

144 

April        

6 

170 

29 

4 

108 

May          

6 

114 

93 

8 

223 

133 

Juie         

6 

180 

240 

5 

184 

60 

July          

9 

278 

171 

165 

August      

6 

165 

8 

289 

S7 

6 

218 

6 

1G9 

30 

October    

7 

249 

7 

2'12 

8 

NoTumber 

6 

214 

6 

199 

December 

6 

191 

— 

6 

182 

5 

Total 

71 

2,276 

606 

70 

2,247 

353 

The  B«Bi3eiit  Justice  reported  ia  Xovember  that  there  had 
been  a  little  eizciteiiLeii.t  caused  by  the  failure  of  the  agent  of  the 
Cameron  Line  to  pay  a  large  number  of  men  the  wages  earned 
by  them  for  work  on  atetuneis  during  His  preceding  mouths, 
t&e  amount  due  being  stated  at  |I,600  or  thereabouts. 

The  agent  had  asked  the  Resident  Justice  for  Police  protec- 
tifOL  which  was  granted  in  tuiticipation  of  irouble  until  the 
excitement  wore  ofE. 

The  men  happily  braved  very  wisely  and  no  disorderly  cml- 
duct  or  breach  of  the  peace  took  place,  notwithstanding  the  hapd- 
ehipe  caused  by  such  failure  which  could  not  fail  to  coostituta 
a  provocation  to  violence. 

Another  report  from  the  Besident  Justice  states :  "  A  con- 
ftiderable  amount  of  trade  depression  has  bean  experienced  during 
the  past  few  months  caused  by  inability  or  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  local  agent  of  the  Cameron  Steamship  Line  to  pay  the 
labourers  employed  on  those  fibipe.  For  some  months  th^  men 
have  been  paid  principally  in  '  truck,'  but  of  late  they  have  not 
even  received  tluii. 


V  Google 


BAHAMAS,    1901-2.  39 

"  A  new  agent  is  to  be  appointed  as  the  men  have  formed  a 
union  and  notified  the  Company  that  they  will  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  old  agent. 

"Both  the  Cameron  and  Atlas  Lines  are  enhsidized;  the 
former  for  $1^00  a  year,  i>ayable  by  the  agent,  who  has  to 
make  what  he  can  ont  of  the  men." 

A  new  and  striking  fact  in  connection  witli  this  labour  con- 
tract businesB  las  thus  been  brought  under  notice,  Ti^.,  that 
certain  steamship  companies  instead  t^  selecting  a  good  agent 
and  paying  him  a  reasonable  remuneration  for  bis  work  ^low 
their  agencies  to  be  bought  by  the  highest  bidder,  thus  making 
it  inevitable  that  the  labourers  should  be  victimized  under  ihe 
baleful  truck  system,  as  an  agent  so  appointed  can.  only  recoup 
himself  for  his  outlay  by  keeping  a  6t<n^  and  charging  exorbitant 
prices  for  inferior  goods. 

The  Merchant  Shipping  Acts  do  not  afford  any  protection, 
as  the  men  are  not  seamen  in  any  sense,  but  merely  labourers, 
lutd  many  are  not  even  British  subjects,  but  Haytiens  who  have 
come  over  to  Inagna  from  Haiti  for  the  expnfls  purpose  of 
getting  empli^ment. 

The  outlook  for  the  present  year  is  not  promising.  The 
climatic  conditions  are  those  of  severe  drought,  which  still 
prevails. 

The  pine-apple  crop  has  already  been  disastrously  short,  and 
there  is  every  indication  of  coming  distress  amongst  the  people 
in  the  out-islaindB  owing  to  the  complete  failure  of  their  crops  of 
com  and  peas. 

3.  Spekcbb  Cuujuuinii, 

Colonial  JSeontary. 
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Bepobi    oq  the   Salt    Industbt   of   Inagua   hj   the 
Resident  Justice,  Mr.  P,  W.  D.  Abmbbibteh. 

Some  of  the  nnaU  propriatoTB  of  pands  haTs  renimed  tnlt  muiafKotiiTe 
with  good  r«aalta.  The  article  raked  is  of  the  best  qoalitj,  and  no  doabts 
whateTST  would  be  entertained  in  regard  to  the  sncceaa  of  thia  industry,  if  it 
oonld  only  be  cairied  onupon  a  iuffleiently  eitensiTe  scale.  Inagna's  fume 
as  a  salt  prodamng  island  has  not  jel  died  oat.  The  qnalitv  of  its  onoe 
staple  prodactioa  is  still  remembered  by  salt  merchants  in  tlte  United  States 
and  other  places.  To  insure  Buooess  to  this  industry,  boweTer,  outside 
capital  is  most  neoewaiy.  In  order  to  compete  BDcceesfollj  with  other  salt 
producing  islands  (Tnrks  Islands  for  example)  the  tramways  ought  to  be 
repnireil,  and  rolling  stoali  renewed.  ShU  pans  require  cleaning  and  wind' 
miUpnmps  and  other  applianoss  noed  repairs. 

Tha  handling  of  small  quantities  of  salt  affords  but  a  small  margin  of 
protjt  under  the  present  system  of  transportation.  The  value  of  salt  at  the 
ponds  is  one  cent  a  bushd  ;  transportation  and  shipping  charges  amount  to 
four  cents  ;  other  eipeoHes  bring  the  cost  of  salt  np  to  six  cents  a  bushel 
on  board  ship.  The  osnal  price  offered  fay  dealers  for  aoiall  quantities  ia 
aeren  cents,  leaving  a  profit  of  one  cent  a  bushel  (sometimss  leas)  to  the  pond 
proprietor. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  is  a  demand  for  Jnagoa  salt  in  the 
United  States,  in  iarffe  quantitieM,  very  little  can  be  done  here  in  the  matter. 
The  salt  pond  ia  abont  a  mile  from  the  shipinng  place,  and  all  of  the  salt  ia 
transported  fay  means  of  •  few  small  carts,  drawn  by  diminutive  horses, 
12  bushels  to  the  load.  Arrinng  at  the  sea  shore  the  salt  is  deposited  on  the 
ground.  Here  a  number  of  men  are  employed  plaong  the  article  in  bags, 
which  are  tied  np  and  put  upon  tbe  heads  of  other  labourers,  who  convey 
tbem  to  boats  moored  near  the  shore.  When  the  boats  are  loaded  they  an 
rowed  off  to  the  vessel ;  the  bags  are  handed  up  on  deck  and  their  oontente 
emptied  into  the  hold.  Tbia  state  of  affairs  might  eaailr  be  remedied  by  the 
expenditure  of  a  snfficient  amount  of  money  for  establishing  mote  up  to-date 
methods,  thereby  Jesaening  the  cost  of  transportation,  and  oonsequently 
increawng  the  profits  of  those  engaged  in  the  industry.  It  is  not  a  mattv 
for  surprise  that  the  present  antiquated  system  of  handling  has  proved  a 
■erioQs  obstacle  to  the  snooessful  prosecution  of  tbe  salt  mdnstiy.  The 
Turks  Islands  (better  favoured  by  nature)  have  almost  completely  ousted 
Inagua  from  the  business.  Their  ponds  b^ng  near  the  shore,  the  proprietors 
were  better  able  to  cut  down  the  price  of  salt  and  thereby  attract  ttuyers. 

A  wealthy  company  in  the  States  quite  reoently  wrote  to  a  merchant  of 
this  Island  offering  to  buy  salt,  provided  that  it  could  be  obtained  in 
quantities  of  from  1,000  to  9,000  tons  at  a  time.  I  veiv  much  fear,  how- 
ever, that  this  opportunity  for  building  up  trade  will  be  lost  unless  outside 
capital  is  forthcoming  for  cleaning  and  working  the  ponds,  besides  providing 
facilities  for  the  transportation  and  shipment  of  the  article. 

I  have  lately  seen  a  pamphlet  published  by  the  Trenton  Iron  Company  of 
the  United  States.  This  Company  manufactures  tramways,  Ae.,  which  are 
worked  by  the  endless  cable  system.  Many  are  in  use  in  wiona  parts  of 
Uie  world.  The  coat  of  the  plant  is  very  moderate,  while  at  the  same  tune 
an  immense  amount  of  work  is  obtainad.  I  noticed  that  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  sand,  lime,  Ac.,  it  is  claimed  that  the  cost  does  not  exceed  six  cents 
a  ton  per  mile  ;  that  is  the  cost  at  Trinidad  of  conveying  pitch  from  the 
lake  and  placing  the  same  on  board  ship.  If  salt  can  bs  transported  at  the 
same  cost  (and  I  see  no  reason  to  tbink  the  contrary),  instead  of  costing,  as 
it  does  at  present,  four  cents  a  bnshel  for  carriage,  it  could  he  oonveyed  Stoat 
the  peud  to  the  ship  for  less  than  half  a  cent  a  busheL  If  the  price  obtainad 
amounted  to  only  six  cents,  there  would  still  remain  a  profit  of  about  four 
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eenta  a  buHhel.  The  pond  ben  ia  capable  of  prodnoiiiK,  at  least,  two  million 
boshela  a  jear.  There  ie  a  good  market  in  the  United  States.  The  people 
brae,  from  lack  of  capital,  However,  are  nnsble  to  prodnce  the  article  in 
sufficient  qnantitiM  as  reqnirad  ;  and  even  if  they  were,  have  no  faoilitiee 
for  convevinar  it  to  the  eea  shore  and  plaoing  the  same  on  board  ship  At 
Turks  Isuiid«,  the  cost  of  prodncing  salt  and  pladng  it  on  board  ship  is 
about  fonr  and  a  half  cents  a  bushel  ;  yet  the  Colony  thriTW  upon  the 
bnsineM,  besides  paying  an  export  duty  or  royalty  of  about  £4,000  a  year. 

To  any  person  willing  to  inTest  £3,000  or  £4,000  in  the  salt  bnoneM 
Inagua  offers  many  iaduuemeuts  ;  amongst  which  are  the  following,  tIi.  : — 

let.— Constant    oommnnicatioii   with  the  United  States  ;   with  we^y 

2nd. — A.  demand  in  the  United  States  for  Inagua  salt  in  large  quantities. 

3rd. — Inagna  ponds  are  able  to  produce  millions  of  bushels  annually. 

4th. — If  properly  bandied  the  salt  should  not  cost  more  than  three  cents 
a  bushel  on  board  Bbip,  after  paying  all  expenses,  int«reBt  on  capital 
included. 

&tb.— The  price  of  Inagna  salt  is  at  present  seven  cents  a  bushel. 

6th.— There  is  no  export  duty  on  salt  ench  as  exists  at  Turks  Islanda. 

In  previous  reports  I  stated  tbe  cansee  that  led  to  the  decline  of  this  ouoe 
most  important  industry,  the  principal  of  which  was  the  flood  that  took 
place  abont  26  years  ago  ;  I  also  mentioned  the  fact  of  a  dam  having  been  con- 
structed, which  now  makee  a  repetition  of  the  damage  that  took  place  on 
that  occasion  quite  impossible. 

Kor  several  years  past  the  quality  of  salt  pri>duced  has  been  all  that  could 
be  desired,  while  the  yield  of  the  pans  worked  is  qnite  eqasl  to  that  obtained 
during  tbe  best  years  of  the  bonneOB. 

F.  W.   D.  AltUBRiaTEK, 

Rttidatt  Jtutict. 
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No.  368. 


BARBADOS. 


REPORT    FOR    1901-1902. 


(For  Report  for  1900,  see  No.  326.) 


^tBtnttti  to  both  ^paeee  of  Jpntliament  bg  Commmtb  of  ^ie  JSajutg. 
Octoler,  1902. 


LONDON : 

PBINTED    FOB    HIS    MAJESTT'S    STATIONEBT    OFFICE. 

Bt  BABUNa  ft  SON,  I<n>.,  84-W,  Baoov  Bntxxr,  E. 
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The  following,  among  other,  reports  relatii^  to  His  Majesty's 
Oolonial  PoBaeeaioiis  have  been  issaed,  and  ma;  be  obtained  from 
the  soorcea  indicated  on  the  title  pttffe  :— 


No. 

Colony. 

Year. 

346 

Northeni  Nigeria 

1900-1901 

347 

British  Solomon  lelsnda         

348 

Britieh  Gniana  ... 

1900 

349 

1900-1901 

350 

St.  Vincent 

1900 

861 

Jamaica 

1900-1901 

362 

Cocoa  IslandB     ... 

1901 

353 

Soatbern  Nigeria 

1900 

364 

BarmniU 

1901 

355 

Gambia 



„ 

366 

Falkland  Islands 

357 

Northern  Tenitoriea  of  the  Gold  OoMt       

358 

Malta       

359 

Gibraltar 

360 

Straits  Settlements 

361 

Sierra  Leone      ... 

362 

British  Hondnraa 

363 

Tnrks  and  Oaicoa 

364 

Seychell« 

^1 

366 

1901-1902 

366 

Fiji         



19CU 

867 

Ceylon    



" 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Subject. 

I 

Gold  Coast         

Bconomio  Agricnltnre. 

2 

ZuliUand 

Forests. 

3 

Sierra  Leone      

Geology  and  Botany. 

4     , 

Canada    

Emigration. 
Sinirinduatrr. 

6 

Habamas 

6 

HoDjrKong       

Bnbonio  Plagae. 

7 

Mineral  Besontoea. 

8 

Western  Pacific 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Dominica           

Agriculture. 

10 

TiKin  Islands 

Condition  dnri^  1S9T. 
Agricnltore  in  (^rriacon. 

11 

Gr^iada 

12 

Anguilla 

Vital  Statistioa,  1898. 

13 

Cooklalands     

Trnda,  1899. 

14 

Bahamas 

Fibre  Indostry. 

15 

Canada   

Legal  Status  of  BritUh   North 
American  Indians. 

16 

Medical  Buports. 

17 

GUbeit  and  Ellice  Islanda      ... 

Beportfor  1896-1900. 

18 

HongEong       

Operation    in    New    Territory 
during  1900. 
Medical  Rapmts. 

19 

20 

WeibaiWei      

Geoeral  Beport. 
Eeport  on  Caribs. 

21 
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No,  368. 
BARBADOS. 

(For  Bepott  for  1900,  ma  yo.Sifi.) 


OoTBBiroB  Sis  F.  M.  Hodgson  to  Mb.  Chajibeblaih. 

GoTermuent  House,  Barbados, 

22Dd  AugQBt,  1902. 
Sm, 

I  HAVB  ihe  honour  to  transmit  to  yon  the  Blue  Book  of 
Barbados  for  1901-19(3,  and  to  submit  for  yoor  information  the- 
followia^  report  ajMn  it: — 

I.— riNAUCIAl. 

(A.)   G-BIfEBA.L    BeVENUB    AND    EXPENDITUBIC. 

As  it  has  been  airranged  that  the  financial  year  shall  in  future 
be  from  the  Ist  Apnl  to  the  Slat  March  inclusive,  the  hguree  in 
this  year's  Blue  Book  will  be  for  the  period  from  the  1st  April, 
1901,  to  the  Slst  March,  1902,  but  th^  will  in  some  caees  have 
to  be  compared  with  the  figures  for  the  calendar  year  1900. 

Simultaneously  with  the  alteration  in  the  financial  year,  a 
change  was  made  in  the  Customs  TariS.  This  change  must  be 
borne  i^  mind  when  examining  the  comparative  statemento  of 
revenue  and  ra^penditure.  The  Taaiff  brought  into  operation  on. 
the  Ist  April,  1901,  was  with  a  few  minor  alterations  a  reversion 
to  the  Tariff  of  the  1st  January,  1897,  and  it  may  be  convenient 
hra«  to  explain  why  that  Tariff  wbb  not  kept  continuously  in 
force.  The  Tariff  in  question,  which  includes  a  10  per  cent. 
ad  valorem,  duty  upon  articles  of  commerce  not  particularly 
enumerated,  had  worked  well;  but  in  order  ta  give  effect  to 
the  proposed  Convention  between  Barbados  and  the  United 
States  under  which,  with  a  view  to  secure  a  reduction  in  the 
duties  on  sugar  and  molasses  «xported  to  the  latter  country,  the 
Colony  of  Barbados  had  agreed  reciprocally  to  allow  the  majority, 

12611*— 7(1— 9/1902    Wt28<ie    D&S— A  A> 


V  Google 


4  COLONIAL  .BEPOKTS— ANNUAL. 

oertainly  the  most  important,  oi  Americaoi  products  to  be  ad- 
mitted either  free,  or  at  considerably  reduced  rates,  it  became 
aecesaary  to  completely  reviae  the  Colony's  fiscal  arran^ments. 
Accordingly,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  signing  of  the  Conven- 
tion, a  new  TairiS  was  introduced  on  the  26th  June,  1899,  under 
which  while  certain  articleB,  to  use  the  words  of  the  Tarifi  Act 
(No.  16  of  1899),  '■  the  product  of  the  soil  or  industry  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  of  Qreat  Britain  and  the  British 
Possessions  and  of  such  countries  as  shall  be  entitled  by  Con- 
vention with  Great  Britain  to  the  benefit  of  the  Most  Faivoured 
Nation  Treatment"  obtained  exceptional  treatment,  the  duty  on 
other  imports  was  raised  by  as  much  as  60  per  cent,  in  order  to 
bring  about  the  necessary  adjustment  of  revenue.  Contrairy  to 
expectation,  the  Convention  was  not  ratified  by  the  United  States 
Senate,  and  the  Colony  was  therefore  free  to  withdraw  the  Tariff. 
It  did  BO  on  the  15th  May,  1900,  not  because  it  was  not  found 
to  work  satisfactorily,  but  because,  owing  to  the  depressed  con- 
dition of  the  sugar  industry,  trade  had  fallen  ofE  and  it  became 
necessary  to  take  special  steps  to  restore  the  finamcial  equili- 
brium. An  Act  (No.  18  of  1900)  was  therefore  passed  suspending 
-what  may  be  called  the  Convention  Tariff,  and  authorising  the 
imposition  of  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  15  per  cent,  as  well  as  a 
snbstantial  increase  of  duty  upon  several  enumerated  articles. 
This  was  really  a  special  measure,  amd  when  it  had  secured  its 
object  it  became  unnecessary  to  keep  it  in  force.  Hence  its 
repeal  and  the  reversion  on  ibe  1st  April,  1901,  to  the  Tariff  of 
the  lat  January,  1897. 

The  revenue  for  the  financial  yeair  under  review  exceeded  the 
expenditure  hj  £4,622,  ttie  revenue  having  amounted  to  £179,972 
and  the  expenditure  to  £175,350. 

The  following  tables  compare  the  heads  of  revenue  and  expen- 
diture with  those  of  the  financial  ypar  1900-1901 :  — 


Bead. 

1900-1. 

1901-2. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Customs        

121,903 

104,971 

16,932 

Port  and  Harbour  dues      ... 

Z,hU 

.'),480 

74 

Excise           

27,027 

27,337 

310 

Licences        

4,576 

4,45* 

7l8 

Police  tax      

ajes 

9,864 

86 

Fees  and  flntti  iind  fees  of 

office. 
Post  Office 

6,4H 

6,268 

146 

6,041 

6,086 

45 

_ 

Water  works            

9,774 

11,575 

1,801 

Misceilaneons           

12,254 

11,943 

811 

Total     

196,311 

179,972 

2,242 

17,681 
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Empenditvm. 


H«d. 

190(>-1. 

1901-2. 

Inoreaae. 

Dacreaae. 

OoBtomn          

Post  Office     

Lml  Deputmenti 

Water  Works           

Pensioiia        

Snbfidies  and  Granta 
Public  Works  BeouirBnt    ... 

£ 

7,425 
9,004 
12,671 . 

22,680 
10.9S6 
18,043 
18.509 
28,300 
6,452 
!*.912 
1,641 
39,952 

£ 

6,717 
9.i66 
12,073 
2J,211 
10,915 
16.752 
16,486 
27,0-20 
6,485 
8,992 
3,257 
35,176 

£ 
262 

z 

33 
1,616 

£ 
70B 

498 

469 

71 

1,291 

2:023 

1,280 

920 

4,776 

TottJ       

186,475 

175,360 

1,911 

12,036 

The  total  revenue  and  expenditure  during  the  last  five  years 
is  Bhown  in  the  following  table : — 


- 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901-2. 

Revenue 
ExpenditDM     ... 

£ 
184,706 
172,551 

£ 
18.J,682 
186,840 

£ 
216.017 
207,883 

£ 
185,474 
182,865 

£ 
179.972 
175,360 

Surplna 

Deficit 

12,155 

3~58 

8,134 

2,609 

4,622 

There  has  been  a  gradual  decrease  in  the  expenditure  on 
EBtablishments  due  to  the  working  of  the  BetreQchment  Act 
(No.  19  of  1896)  under  which  upon  the  ocoiurence  of  vacamcies 
certain  offices  cease  to  exist  and  others  are  curtailed  in  value. 
Every  effort  consistent  with  the  maintenance  of  efficiency  has 
been  and  is  b^ng  made  lo  curtail  expenditure  in  every  direction- 

(B.)  Assets  asd  Liabeuties. 

The  Assets  on  the  31si)  March,  1902,  exceeded  the  Liabilities  of 
the  Colony  by  £35,330  23.  l^d.,  as  shown  by  the  following 
table:— 
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The  dispoBal  of  the  sum  of  £38,676  lOt.  bid.  slandiug  )o  the- 
credit  of  General  Sevenue  is  flHown  as  follows:  — 


SnrplTia  Funds  inTested         

Deposited  at  inteTest  in  Colonial  Bank 

AdTanoed  to  Impelial  Commissioner... 

AdTuoed    to    Oorenunent    Savings 
Bank 

Oarrent  Account  in  Colonial  Bank  . . . 

Caah  in  hand 


£       ,. 
16,172  13 

d. 
5 

6,474  12 

2 

776  0 

0 

8,000  0 

0 

3,611  12 

6 

642  12 

6i 

£S»,bl&  10    H 


(C.)  Public  Debt. 

The  paiiicnlars  of  the  Loans  contracted  by  the  Colony  and  the- 
conditiona  governing  their  repayment  can  be  seen  1^  reference- 
to  the  staitements  in  G.  1.  of  the  Blue  Book. 

The  total  amount  of  Public  Debt  on  Uie  31st  March,  1902, 
was  £428,600,  of  which  £375,000,  is  funded  at  3^  per  cent.  and. 
the  remainder  is  unfunded.  Of  the  sum  of  £375,000,  which  was 
raised  for  the  purchase  and  extension  of  "Water  Works,  a  sum 
of  £347,970  has  been  actually  spent,  the  balance  of  £27,030  being 
either  invested  in  suitable  secarities  or  placed  on  deposit  in  the 
Colonial  Bank.  (A  sum  of  £810  Os.  Td.  is  in  the  hands  of  ^e 
Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies,  and  is  included  in  the  balance- 
shown  1^  them  to  he  due  to  the  Colony.) 


(D.)  CuMunrer. 

The  Currency  consists  of  Colonial  Bank  |5  notes,  and  English 
gold  and  silver,  chiefly  florins,  shillings,  sixpences,  and  three- 
pences. EngliBh  copper  coins  tffe  in  circulation.  The  Colonial 
Bank  is  the  only  bank  in  the  Colony. 


(E.t  Public  Boards. 

The  control  of  local  aflairs  is  in  the  hands  of  Local  Boardv 
bearing  the  ecclesiastical  title  of  Vestries.  The  whole  Island,  it 
may  be  explained,  is  divided  into  eleven  parishes,  of  which 
St.  Michael  is  the  most  important,  as  in  it  is  included  the  town 
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ol  Urid^town  in  w]iicli  all  tlie  conuiiercD  of  the  Island  is 
centred.  The  turaagement  dates  back  to  the  early  history  of 
the  Colony.  The  Vestiiea  are  elected  annuaiUy.  The  rector  of 
each  parish  is  ex  offieio  a  member  of  the  veatry  of  the  parish  of 
which  he  is  rector,  and  is  chairman  oi  the  Testry.  Each  vestiy 
electa  a  chorchwardea  amd  a  treasurei.  The  former  is  chairman 
of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  of  the  parish  and  has  a  variety  of 
duties  to  perform.  He  ranks  next  to  Uie  rector  and  presides 
at  a  vestry  meeting  when  the  rector  is  not  present.  The  treasurer 
— a  permanent  ofEcer — ii  responsible  for  the  collection  of  the 
rates  and  taxes  and  is  remunerated  by  getting  6  per  cent,  on  the 
total  sum  collected.  He  issues  dog,  carriage,  and  other  licensee, 
and  has  to  make  various  retnnu  required  1^  Statute. 

The  vestries  appoint  annually  Highway  Commissioners,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  look  after  the  parish  roads  and  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Highways  Act  (No.  39  of  1900).  They  also 
appoint  Sanitairy  Commissioners  who  see  to  the  sanitary  arrange- 
ments in  their  respective  parishes  and  the  administration  of  the 
approved  Bye-laws ;  and,  further,  appoint  three  of  their  number 
to  form  a  Board  of  Chiardians  for  the  administration  of  Poor 
SeUef. 

All  rates  for  parochial  purposes  are  fixed  by  bhe  vestries,  but, 
with  few  exceptions,  their  adnunistrative  functions  are  assumed 
by  the  sever^  Boards  which  they  appoint  and  which  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  become  independent  bodies  upon  ^point- 
ment. 

The  Oovenunent  has  litde  or  no  control  over  the  vestries  or 
over  the  boards  which  they  appoint,  but  there  is  power  to  remove 
treasurers  or  collectors  of  taxes  for  breaches  of  duty  or  other 
misconduct.  All  parochial  institutions  are  regularly  inspected 
and  reported  upon  by  the  Poor  Law  Inspector,  who  is  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  and  his  reports  are  very  useful  both  to  the 
Oovemment  and  to  the  vestries. 

Besides  the  rates  for  general  local  purposes,  such  as  roads, 
bridges,  sanitation,  poor  relief,  and  so  forth,  vestries  can  levy 
ft  rate  "  for  the  purpose  of  adding  and  assisting  in  the  support 
and  maintenance  of  any  parochial  chai>el,"  and  also  "for  the 
pnrpose  of  paying  the  rent  of  a  house  or  houses  for  the  vicars 
or  curates  of  the  several  chapels  in  their  parish,  or  for  the  repair 
of  such  houses  or  of  the  rectory  in  the  parish,  and  also  for  making 
grants-in-aid  to  religious  bodies  of  all  denominations  for  the 
repair  of  places  of  worship." 

Wi^  this  slight  sketch  of  the  Public  Boards  of  the  Island,  the 
following  figures  may  prove  of  more  interest:  — 

Companrtive  statements  of  total  Revenue  and  EipenJiture  by 
Testries  for  the  last  five  years. 
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FsTub. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

St.  MkbMl       ... 

21,695 

32,263 

23,066 

22,709 

24,857 

Ch.  Charoh       ... 

2,953 

2,620 

3,066 

2,916 

2,990 

3,443 

3,669 

8,607 

3,386 

3,734 

St.  Ooorge        ... 

2,603 

1,860 

2,308 

2,304 

2,722 

a,348 

2,183 

2,260 

2,183 

2,238 

St.  I'homu       ... 

1,416 

1434 

1J(81 

1,469 

2,640 

St.  JoMph       ... 

1,421 

1,364 

1^- 

1,468 

1,252 

1,240 

i;347 

1,411 

St  JkDMS 

1,621 

1,563 

1,H5 

1,421 

1,495 

St.  Lucy 

1,763 

1,663 

1,463 

1,487 

2,016 

St.  PetM 

1,866 

1,876 

1,671 

1,962 

1,968 

Tot>l8      „ 

42,663 

41,704 

42,908 

42,547 

47,577 

Expenditure. 


PwUh. 

1897. 

1898 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

St.  MicUel       ... 

16,424 

16,750 

18,321 

19,713 

22,021 

Ch.  Church      ... 

2,549 

2,553 

3,019 

2,813 

2,896 

St.  Philip 

2,761 

3,221 

3;398 

2,984 

3,178 

St.  Qeorm 

1,860 

2,180 

2,035 

2,394 

2,161 

2,088 

St.  Thomu      ... 

1334 

1,396 

1445 

1,519 

2648 

St.  Joraph       ... 

i;365 

i;364 

i;399 

1,164 

i;214 

1,311 

St  Jam«« 

1,484 

1,446 

1,536 

1,387 

1,439 

St  Lncy 

1,635 

1,681 

1,561 

1,594 

1,667 

1,643 

1,646 

1,804 

2,013 

Tot«U    ... 

34,583 

35,271 

37,797 

38,322 

42,869 
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(F.)  Debts  of  MamciPALiTiBs. 
Ihe    fallowing    aie    tlie    debts    incurred    by    tii«    icTeral 
tiwiidies :  — 


n.— TEADE,     AGEICTJLTUItE     AND     INDUSTEIES. 

<A.)  lupoETs  AHK  Exports. 
Consideriiig  the  depressed  condition  of  the  etaple  industry, 
BUffar,  the  trade  of  the  Colony  in  bulk  has  on  the  whole  been 
eatiafactory,  exceeding  in  value  that  of  1900  by  £3,939. 

Details  of  the  principal  articles  of  import  daring  the  calendar 
years  1900  and  1901  are  given  in  the  following  table: — 




— 

— -  — 



ArticlM. 

1900. 

1901. 

In- 

De- 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Bread,  Pilot,  Nsvy  aad  Cnuikera     ... 
Goal  and  Coke 

21,087 

25,134 

4,047 

28,026 

25,892 

2,134 

Commwl          

24,818 

25,456 

637 

Cotton,    Linen.  SUk,    and    Woollen 

152,762 

179,976 

27,224 

Muinfaotnres. 

Fioh.  dried,  salted  or  smoked 

62,626 

61.723 

90* 

Flour     

67,223 

61,698 

6,526 

Hardware  and  Outlerv           

19,974 

25,844 

6,970 

Manorea  and  Pertuizen— 

O-uano        

7.629 

7,629 

Nitmte  of  Soda 

33,486 

28,164 

5,322 

Sulphate  oF  Ammonia    

40,478 

19,222 

21,256 

Unenomerated,  Ac 

25,153 

30,614 

6,461 

OaU       

21,263 

19,890 

i^n 

Pork  (salted  or  pickled)         

29,345 

20,353 

8,992 

Bice       ...        ...        ...        

84,412 

44,389 

40,023 

Soap      

17.893 

17,562 

331 

Wood- 

Beech,  W.  Pine,  4c 

PitchVine...        

13,077 

18,147 

6,070 

13,538 

7,372 

6,166 

Staves 

17,739 

34,749 

17,010 

Shinglee,  Hoope,  &c.       

8.097 

9,062 

966 

~ 

The  most  marked  decreases  are  in  connection  with  rice,  flour, 
and  manures.  Ae  regards  rice,  the  local  consumption  averages 
7,600,000  lbs.  annually.  There  were  some  4,000,000  lbs.  on 
3iand  from  the  quantity  imported  in  1900,  so  that  the  amount 


V  Google 


12 


COLONIAL    BEPORT8 — ANNUAJ- 


imported  in  1901,  namely,  8,079,899  lbs.  less  3,731,691  required, 
for  re-exportation,  enificed  to  meet  local  requirements.  The- 
decrease  in  tlie  importation&  of  &iur  ii  to  a  great  extent  dis— ' 
counted  by  tbe  increase  under  the  heads  of  "  Bread,  Pilot,  Navy 
and  Crackers  "  and  "  Conuneal."  At  the  iame  time  the  decrease- 
in  the  importation  <A  l^ew  important  foodstuSs  must  be  partly^ 
set  dotvn  to  the  reduction  in  the  wages  fund  availaible  for  distri- 
bution in  conaequeoce  of  the  depressed  condition  of  ihe  sugar 
industry.  The  N^egro  labourers  have  had  less  money  to  spend 
and  consequently  less  food  to  eat. 

The  enormous  redaction  in  the  quantity  of  manures  and  fer- 
tilisers imported,  amounting  as  it  does  to  nearly  37  per  cent., 
cannot  be  accounted  for  otherwise  than  by  the  necessity  for 
decreasing  expenditure  upon  sugar  .cultivatioD  even  at  the  risk 
of  efficient^.  The  planters  were  witihout  the  money  to  spend 
and  the  oatiook  gave  no  indication  «(  a  rise  in  the  price  of  sugar 
sufficient  to  warrant  tJie  merchants  giving  credit  for  the  usual 
expenditure  upon  fertilizers.  The  import  duty  was  reduced  from 
the  Ist  April,  1901,  from  8s.  id.  per  ton  to  is.  2d.  per  ton. 

The  ssrtisfactory  increase  in  the  importations  of  cotton  and 
woollen  manufactures  as  well  as  hardware  and  cutlery  was  no 
doubt  principally  due  to  the  reduction  in  the  ad  valorem  duty 
from  15  to  10  per  cent,  from  the  1st  April,  19DI. 

In  textile  manufactures,  metal  and  other  articles,  Great 
Britain  easily  holds  its  own.  It  has  practically  no  competitor. 
It  exports  to  Barbados  mamufactmres  t«  the  value  of  £356,700, 
out  of  a  total  supply  of  the  value  of  £450,800.  But  in  the- 
matter  of  the  supply  of  live  animals  and  food-stuffs  the  TTnited' 
States  takes  the  lead,  for  out  of  a  total  supply  of  the  value  of 
£361,592,  a  supply  no  Jess  than  £249,136  in  value  is  received' 
from  the  United  States,  Great  [Britain,  ranking  next  with 
£58,399,  and  British  North  America  third,  with  £64,067. 

It  is  satnsfactory  to  note,  when  so  much  is  being  written  about 
English  manufactured  goods  being  pushed  out  of  the  markets 
by  American  and  German  goods,  that  in  this  British  Colony  at 
any  rate  such  is  not  the  case. 

The  food-stuffs  taken  from  the  TTnited  States  consist  chiefly  of 
flour,  maize,  oommeal,  bran,  pollard,  biscuits,  and  pork. 


Total  Value 

of  Import 

and  Exports  for  llie  last  Fiee  Years. 

— 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Imports 

Esporta 

1,008,699 
736,162 

£ 
1,068,885 
769.231 

£ 
998.00". 
845,590 

£ 
1,046,261 
919,011 

£ 

1,021,679 

960,176 

Total  vftlne 
ofTrftde. 

l,T44,8fil 

1,828,116 

1,849,696 

1,9H262 

1,971,864 
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EmporU. 

Tlie  exports  in  1901  are  rdpresented  to  have  amoanted  in 
value  to  £9b(i.nb,  o£  which  £744,008  was  in  respect  of  the 
produce  of  &e  Colony.  The  principf^  exports  were  su^ar  and 
molasses,  but  the  following  articles  of  commerce  obtained  by 
local  industry  wexe  also  exported  to  the  value  shown  in  the 
-accompanying  table  in  which  a  comparison  with  1900  is 
given:— 


Arlicle. 

1901. 

1900. 

In- 
crease. 

■ 

De- 
crease. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

chemical  Uanuf  act  ares  and  products 

2,088 

1,521 

567 

73 

52 

21 

B»w  Hides       

2,32ft 

2,618 

292 

Ice         

1,066 

1192 

126 

Tiimn      

2,910 

2,676 

234 

Enm       

1,1&3 

2,903 

1,750 

Manjak 

9,394 

"6,142 

3,252 

972 

922 

60 

Plonto,  ShmU  and  SeeJa       

2,549 

1,176 

1,373 



Poultry 

221 

177 

44 

301 

768 

457 

Dried,  Preserved,  Fresh    Fruit    and 

6,452 

8,ii5a 

2,200 

Vegetables. 

29,505 

28,789 

5,541 

4,825 

In  the  case  of  many  articles  of  commerce  Barbados  acts  as  a 
'depot  for  other  West  Indian  Colonies.  For  example,  the  follow- 
ing articles  imported  into  Barbados  were  re-exported  in  1901 
to  the  extent  shown :  — 


Imports. 

Quantity. 

Bacon  and  Hams           

26,966  lbs. 

Beef  salted  or  pickled 

Bran  and  Pollard          

Breod,  Pilot  Navy  and  Crackers 

Batter      

OofEee      

36,164    „ 

60,590    ., 

ComorMaiM 

Fish  dried  or  salted      

nonr.  Wheat  or  Eye 

Hay  and  Straw 

140,367    „ 
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Articles  Imported  into  Barbadoi — continued. 


Importa. 

Quantity. 

L»rd         

Manore. 

Oilmeol  uid  OUoake 

Fetroleam 

Fork,  witod  or  pickled 

Rice         

Soap         

Tobacco 

Wood  of  all  kinds 

" 

::    : 

73,275  11*. 

965  tons. 
172,826  lbs. 
34,839  glnB. 
134,615  Kui. 
1,731,691    ., 
969,887    ,, 
32,183    „ 
1.431,361  feet. 

With  T^ard  to  vagar  and  molaases,  the  products  of  the  Colony, 
the  exports  dnring  the  last  five  years  have  been  as  f  olloirs :  — 


irtido. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Hhda. 

HbdB. 

HMa. 

Hbda 

Hbds. 

X;r...o    

Dry            

56,397 
2,203 

62,009 
1,566 

43,907 
2,312 

48,673 

1,998 

61,074 
3,936 

Holaeaes       

Pons. 
87,432 

Pani. 
34,123 

Puns. 
29,134 

Ptma. 
37,234 

Puna 
46,043 

The  bulk  of  the  sugar  manofaotured  in  Barbados,  both  Mus- 
covado and  Bry  is  taken  by  the  United  States  which  geograi^- 
cally  is  its  natural  market.  The  molasses  exports  are  chiefly  to 
Canada.  During  the  last  five  years  the  destination  of  the  exports 
of  sugar  and  molasses  hae  been  as  follows :  — 


Muscovado  Sugar, 


Tear. 

United 

Canada. 

United 

Btatea. 

British 
West 
Indies. 

Foreign 
Weit 
Indies 

French 
Guiana. 

Bhdfl. 

Hhda. 

flhdB. 

Hfads 

Hhds. 

Hhds. 

1897 

•1,500 

524 

54,363 

1 

9 

1898 

1,063 

3,302 

47,544 

1899 

535 

42,415 

19(NI 

1,678 

634 

45,885 

356 

20 

1901 

2,226 

1,156 

57.186 

491 

13 

2 
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Dry  Svj 

ar. 

Yew. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Cuwda. 

0nited 
States. 

Britiiih 

WMt 

Indies. 

Indies. 

French 
t^niuk. 

1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 

Hhd& 

1,05-2 

164 

•i 

51 

158 

66 
6 
5 

17 

1,160 
l,2'H 

2,m 

1,890 
3,766 

~"S7 
9 
52 
5 

Hhd>. 
1 

8 

HhdB. 

Mottau 

». 

Ymt. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Canada. 

United 
.-tatea. 

British. 
West 
Indies. 

Forwga 
West 
Indies. 

frenoh 
Oniana. 

Puns. 

Pun» 

Puns. 

Puns. 

FnuB. 

Puns. 

1897 

420 

35,545 

1,183 

21 

231 

1898 

183 

32,853 

i;053 

3 

16 

1899 

646 

27,935 

19 

47st 

56 

I9IHI 

287 

34,9  9 

1,706 

307 

6 

1901 

126 

4O,0J0 

6,706 

91 

31 

—      ■ 

(B.)  Mines,  Uaxdpactubks  ahd  Fi 

Asphaltum,  or  Manjak. 
Tlie  only  mines  are  those  in  coonectioa  with  t^e  extraction  of 
manjak,  am  indnatry  which  may  be  aaid  to  be  still  in  its  inianoy. 
The  first  mine  was  opened  on  CoUef^  Estate  in  January,  189o. 
In  1901  there  were  nine  mines  at  work,  and  of  these,  three  axe  in 
the  hands  of  a  company  called  the  Barbados  Manjak  Mines, 
Limited,  employing  from  70  to  100  labourers  daily,  who  are 
paid  for  tunnelling  and  timbering  work  by  the  piece  or  task. 
At  one  mine,  where  only  eig'ht  persona  are  employed  at  \s.  a 

'  day  each,  the  annual  output  is  about  300  tons.  Here  there  is 
but  one  abaft  and  the  manjak  is  brought  to  the  surface  by  means 

'  of  a  winch  worked  by  hand.  The  manjak  from  this  mine  realised 
an  average  price  of  i£9  per  ton,  the  refuse  'being  disposed  of  at 
a  much  lower  price. 

There  is  no  legislation  reciniring  the  owners  of  manjak  mines 
to  make  returns  to  the  Government,  and  they  are  not  in  any 
way  tinder  Govemmetit  supervision.  So  fsir,  no  necessity  ha« 
been  shown  for  such  superriaion,  excepting  perhaps  the  extreme 
reticence  on  the  part  of  moat  of  the  owners  to  afford  information 
and  statistics.  The  Customs  returns  show  that  during  1901  as 
many  as  1,043  tons  16  cwts.  were  exported  from  Barbados.     This 

-  quantity  taken  at  the  valne  of  £9  a  ton  places  the  gross  value 

■  of  the  industry  at  £9,394. 
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Manjak  or  glance  pitch,  as  it  ia  Bometimes  called,  is  used  for  - 
mokiiijr  the  Tanush  known  as  brunswick  black,  for  insulating  - 
electric  cables,  &c. 

The  export  of  manjfdc  during  the  last  five  yearn  is  stated  to- 
have  been  aa  follows :  — 


Petroleum, 
In  the  same  district  in  which  the  asphaltum  or  maujak  deposits  - 
are  found,  petroleum  exists  in  small  quantities.    TMb  industry 
is  also  in  its  iniano;,  aud  in  the  absence  of  legislation  and 
CroTemment  supeivision  the  yield  and  money  value  of  ib  cannot 
be  ascertained.     There  are  some  19  wells,  and  of  these  there  are  - 
abont  12  which  vary  in  depth  from  60  feet  to  1,000  feet  and  from 
4  to  6  inuhas  in  dismater,  yielding  about  1,400  gallons  of  oil  per 
week.     About  16  perttona  are  employed  in  the  actual  collection 
of  petroleum  and  th^  are  paid  by  task  work,  about  lOd.  per  * 
60  gallons. 

The  petroleum  is  disposed  of  locally  at  a  price  of  2d.  to  fid. 
pex  gallon,  and  is  used  as  fuel  and  for  lubricating  machinery  on 
some  of  the  sugar  estates. 

The  anntial  output  may  be  stated  at  7,200  gallons — worth, 
abont  ;ei,000. 

Manufaeturet. 
The  most  importart  manufaoture  is  tbait  of  rum,  which  is  for  - 
the  most  port  consumed  locally.     There  were  six  distilleries  at 
work  during  the  Jirst  half  of  Uie  year,  bnt  two  of  them,  after  a 
keen  competitiDn  for  salea,  amalgamated.     The  amount  of  rum 
distilled  in  1901  was  261,918  gallons.     Of  this  quantity  220,365 
gallons  were  consumed  in  Barbados  and  16,376  gallons  exported. 
The  local  consumption  of  mm,  taking  the  populartion  at  196,009, . 
waa  1*12  gallons  per  head. 
O&er  local  manufactures  are: — 

Sulphuric  acid. 

Chemical  manures. 

Lime. 

Tobacco. 

Katches. 

Chocolate. 

Ice. 

Aerated  waters. 
and  late  in  the  year  an  oleo-maiKtuine  factory  was  started. 
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The  yalue.af  tlu'lime  exported  i^  1901  amounted  to  £2,910- 
I'he  lime  is  taken  otuafljr  by  the  Colon;  ^  firitUli  Quiana. 

Fiiitriet.. 

These  are  sot  uitunpoi-taiit  and  give  employment  to  a  compara- 
tively  large  number  of  persons.  But  they  are  not  in  any  wap 
worked  systematically  or  to  the  best  advantage.  Cured  or  saltfd 
iieh  is  very  largely  consumed  in  Barbados,  the  quantity  imported, 
chiefly  from  Canada,  exceeding  £50,000  in  value  annually.  It 
is  worth  while  to  ascertain  whether,  in  ihe  waters  which  eo- 
compass  the  Island  and  which  alrea(^  yield  to  the  present  more 
or  lees  primitiTe  methods  of  catching  fish,  such  excellent,  hsh  as 
dolphin,  snaiper  and  tlying'fish,  and  a  variety  resembling  white- 
bait, there  are  not  also  large  heh  which  when  caught  could  be 
salted  and  placed  within  the  reach  of  the  people  ab  about  half 
the  price  which  they  now  have  to  pay  for  the  imported  fish.  A 
proposal  to  obtain  ^e  report  of  an  expert  upon  the  sea  fisheries 
of  l^e  Island  with  a  view  to  see  what  could  be  done,  in  the  matter 
was,  to  my  great  regret,  not  at'  the  time  favourably  enluiained, 
but  I  hope  later  that  this  decision  will  be  reversed. 

What  is  known  as  the  "sea-egg "  forms  a  staple  food,  bnt 
the  takings  in  recent  years  have  considerably  diminished.  In 
1879  an  Act  was  passed  providing  for  a  close  season,  but  this 
Act  although  it  has  certainly  done  good  hae  not  had  the  desired 
effect  of  altc^ether  preventing  a  falling  off  in  tihe  supply.  It 
is  now  considered  that  what  is  wanted  is  not  so  much  a  close 
season,  although  that  is  desirable,  as  the  establishment  of  pro- 
pagating areas  or  reserve  grounds  within  which  the  gathering 
of  sea-eggs  would  uot  he  permitted.  Here  again  the  report  of 
an  expert  would  be  useful,  ae  he  would  be  able  to  indicate  the 
best  areas  for  reserves  and  also  to  say  whether  the  re-stocking  of 
the  selected  grounds  is  necessary- 
Whales  are  caught  off  the  coast  in  small  numbers  and  give 
employment  to  a  few  persons.  The  exports  of  oil  have  been  as 
follows: — 


Year. 

BftTTOlfl. 

Value. 

£ 

1893    

254 

1900    

653 

922 

1901     

5B3 

972 

(C.)   AGRICULTOKAL   iHDnSTRlES   AND   BOTASICAL 

Stations. 

The  cultivation  of  the  sugar  cane  is  the  agricultoral  indnatry 
of  absorbing  importance  in  Barbados.     The  soil  and  climate  are 
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adf^ted  to  it,  mad  labour  is  plentiful.  Nearly  all  the  availaUe 
area  of  the  Island  is  under  sugar  oultivatiod,  which  has  beea 
brouftht  to  a  very  high  standard  of  efficiency.  It  is  when  the 
manufacturing  procesa  commences  that  a  lack  of  progress  is 
observable.  There  are  445  sugar  estates,  and  of  these  343  are 
dependent  upon  wind  power  for  cane  crushing.  102  estates  have 
installed  machinery  worked  b;  steam  and  of  these  S  have  vacuum 
pans.  Not  a  single  estate  has  as  yet  installed  the  requisite 
machinery  for  the  extraction  of  the  maximum  quantity  of  juice 
obtainable  from  the  csmes,  and  in  the  present  critical  state  of  the 
industry  this  is  not  to  be  looked  for  excepting  with  the  assistance 
of  tiie  GoTemment.  '  The  matter  is  necessarily  engaging  atten- 
tion. The  msjority  of  planters  have  long  seen  the  necessity  for 
better  methods,  but  the  gradual  reduction  in  the  market  i>r^ce 
of  sugar,  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  artificial  support  giy^n 
to  the  beet  sugar  producers,  and  the  lack  of  combination  among 
themselves,  have  prevented  their  finding  the  requisite  capital. 
At  the  close  of  the  year  the  question  of  the  hour  was  not  so 
much  the  improvement  of  methods  of  manufacture  by  the  egta- 
bliriiment  of  central  factories  or  otherwise  as  the  saving  of  ttie 
sugar  industry,  and  the  vast  population  dependent  upon  it  for 
support  from  absolute  ruin.  The  reassembling  of  t^e  Brussels 
Conference  at  the  instigatiim  of  the  Imperial  Government  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  general  abolition  of  boaotieB  is 
looked  forward  to  with  keen  interest,  as  upon  the  result  arrived 
at  depends  in  a  great  measure  the  possibility  of  the  local  Govern- 
ment being  able  to  maintain  the  ctedit  of  the  Colony'  and  to 
arrive  at  some  means  for  keeping  the  population  in  employm«it. 
When  this  has  been  secured  as  far  a»  possible,  the  question  of 
the  establishment  of  central  factories  will  have  to  be  taiken  up 
and  finally  dealt  with. 


Minor  Industries. 

Arrowroot. 

Foremost  among  the  minor  indnstries,  apart  front  the  Island 
sea  fisheries,  and  whait  are  known  as  ''catch  crops"  on  sugar 
estates,  may  be  placed  the  cultivation  of  arrowrooti  This  cul- 
tivation i«  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  parishes  of  St.  Joseph 
and  St.  Andrew  (Uiore  being  only  about  1  acre  in  St.  John's 
parish)  and  in  the  first  tnro  parishes  principally  on  the  lands 
sloping  towards  the  sea.  On  these  lands,  swept  as  they  are  by 
the  sea  breezes,  it  appears  to  be  possible  to  cultivate  arrowroot 
with  success. 

Note.—  On  the  6th  of  March  a  telegnm  was  reoeived  from  the  Secretary  ot 
State  for  the  Oolonies  stating  that  &  Convention  had  on  the  previons  day 
been  Higned  at  RmBaels  aboliahuig  bounties  from  September,  1903. 
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,AbQjft  336  acres  are  under  arrowroot  cultiTaition  as  follows :  — 


■The  industry  is  at  preeeot  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  peaaants 
who  cany  on  the  ddtivation  in  email  plots,  the  largest  being 
three  acres  in  extent  on  Oamhridge  plaoitation  in  the  pariah  of 
8t.  Andrew, 

It  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  the  number  of  persons  who  are 
engaged  in  the  industry  because  of  the  BmaUnese  of  the  ploU 
and  because  it  is  carried  on  by  labourers  in  their  spare  moments 
— early  in  the  morning  before  going  to  work  in  the  sugar 
plantations  and  during  the  evening  after  their  return.  But 
assuming  that  each  labourer  worked  four  days  per  week,  that 
ii>  208  days  per  annum,  continuous  occupation  would  be  aifforded 
to  162  persons.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  as  many  as  700 
persons  must  be  engaged  in  arrowroot  cultivation,  most  of  them 
as  alread;  stated,  during  their  spare  time. 

The  greater  part  of  the  arrowroot  made  in  Barbados  is  sold 
in  the  country  districts  by  what  are  locally  known  as  "  starch 
aellere."  These  aellers  are  either  the  producers  themselves  or 
are  persons  who  buy  the  arrowroot  and  retail  it.  The  annual 
yield  is  about  2,700  barrels  and  the  value,  at  the  low  price  of  9». 
per  100  lbs.,  about  £6,000. 

Most  of  the  imported  arrowroot  comes  from  St.  Yincent  and  is 
sold  in  Bridgetown.  As  there  is  an  import  duty  of  2s.  Gd.  per 
100  lbs.  to  which  must  be  added  the  cost  of  freight  and  ike 
middleman's  commission  there  is  still  room  for  the  local  expan- 
sion of  the  Island  product  apart  from  the  poBsibility  of  making  it 
an  airticle  of  export.  Before  exportation  can  take  place  tihere 
must  be  considerable  improvement  in  manufacture  by  the  erec- 
tion of  suitable  factories  provided  with  modem  appliances. 

Carao. 

There  are  a  few  cacao  trees  here  and  there,  Irat  judging  from 
their  sippearance  it  is  unlikely  that  cacao  growing  can  ever 
assume  any  importance  in  Barbados.  Both  soil  and  dimate 
appear  to  be  unsuitable. 

Nvtmet/s  and  Spines. 

I  have  seen  nutmeg  trees  growing  well  in  gullies  and  ravines, 
bnt  Hlotb  it  no  systematic  mltivation,  and  it  is  doabtful  whethn* 
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•tiitiaUe  areas  Bofiicientl;  large  could  be  obtained  to  admit  of 
coltivatioa  being  coodnoted  on  a  commercial  scale. 

Botanical  Station. 

In  Barbados  which  is  bo  entirely  devoted  to  growing  sugar 
cane  tiiere  is  little  scope  ifor  a  botanical  station  to  grea^ 
iniluence  what  is  known  aa  the  "Minor  Industries,"  and  the 
energies  of  that  institution  ara  mainly  directed  to  assisting  the 
sugar  planters  in  ascertaining  by  experiment  the  best  manures 
suited  to  the  different  districte  of  the  Island  and  in  growing  and 
testing  new  varieties  of  sugar  canes  obtained  from  seeds  and  from 
other  countries.  The  manurial  and  varietal  plots  thus  experi- 
mented with,  amounted  in  1901  to  7,313  covering  an  area  of  70^ 
acres,  dotted  here  and  there  about  tihe  Colony. 

Efforts  in  other  directions  have  been  made,  notably  in  en- 
deavouring to  establish  a  trade  with  England  in  sweet  potatoes. 

At  my  suggestion  the  Imperial  Commissioner  of  Agriculture 
for  the  West  Indies  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  several  vege- 
table dealers  in  England  ofEering,  with  the  co-operation  of  some  of 
the  planters,  to  deliver  to  each  for  a  limited  period,  a  barrel  of 
sweet  potatoes  once  every  fortnight  for  free  distribution  or  for 
.sale  at  a  nominal  price.  The  CommiBsioner  waa  also  good  enough 
to  prepare  for  distribution  along  with  4he  sweet  potatoes  a 
pamphlet  containing  fifteen  recipes  for  cooking  them. 

After  potartoes  had  l>een  supplied  for  some  weeks,  a  trial  ship- 
ment of  four  Iot«  of  ten  barrels  each  were  consigned  to  Messrs. 
James  Philip  &  Company,  4,  Fenchurch  Buildings,  London. 
The  results  have  so  far  been  eatiafactory.  The  average  gain 
after  deducting  all  expenses  in  excess  of  what  the  planters  would 
have  obtained  locally  amounted  to  £'6  17j.  bd.  per  acre,  or  an 
increase  of  56'64  per  cent.  The  potatoes  arrived  in  good  con- 
dition and  the  indusbry  would,  I  believe,  become  a  profitable 
one,  if ,  as  I  anticipate,  it  can  be  found  possible  to  extend  the 
sales.  The  appointment  of  agents  to  make  sweet  potatoes  known 
in  Great  Britsan  and  to  push  sales  is  under  consideration. 

There  is  another  vegetable,  the  yam,  which  should  prove  an 
acceptable  addition  to  the  food  supply  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
■nd  an  effort  will  shortly  be  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  Agri- 
flttlture  to  put  it  on  the  English  markets,  where  it  ought  to  meet 
with  a  ready  sale. 

Owing  to  the  depressed  state  of  the  sugar  market  the  price  of 
land  has  fallen,  and  a  few  planters  and  others  do  not  now  think 
it  too  valuable  for  growing  a  few  fruit  trees.  Consequently 
there  has  been  a  small  demand  for  fruit  plants  of  the  better 
sorts.  This  has  been  met  by  the  sale  of  grafted  mango  plants  from 
the  Botanic  Statdon  and  by  the  importation  from  the  neighbour- 
ing colonies  of  other  varieties  of  mangos,  budded  orange  plants, 
pine-apple  Buckera.  Ao. 
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In  response  to  a  request  made  by  the  B^badoB  (General  Agri- 
cultural Society  the  Imperial  Department  of  Agriculture  gaTB 
during  August,  September  and  October  a  series  of  lectures  to 
planters  "  afFording  information  and  assiBtance  in  elucidartiug 
scientific  problems  which  underlie  the  agricultural  practioe  in 
which  they  are  daily  engaged."  Six  lectures  in  all  were  givea 
and  were  very  largely  attended. 


{P.)  Land  GRANTt«  anu  General  Value  of  Lard. 

There  are  no  Crown  Lands,  la  the  pr<»ent  condition  of  the 
sugar  industry  it  is  not  an  easy  uLatter  to  determine  the  average 
value  of  land.  It  varies  in  different  localities  according  to  its 
suitability  for  the  cultivatiun  of  lihe  sugar  cane.  Land  in 
Barbados  is  probably  as  cheap  now  as  it  ever  will  be.  fistatee 
sold  by  auction  might  realise  a  Bum  calculated  at  as  low  a  rate 
as  £10  an  acre. 

(E.)  SmppDfQ. 

The  total  tonnage  entering  and  clearing  during  the  year  was 
1,476,166,  being  an  increase  compared  with  1900  of  114,700  tons. 

There  were  373  entries  ol  British  steamers  and  43  entries  of 
foreign  steamers,  being  an  increase  of  34  in  the  former  case  and 
a  decrease  of  2  in  the  hAtet. 

The  enbies  of  British  sailing  Tessels  amounted  to  693,  and 
of  foreign  sailing  vessels  to  76,  being  a  decrease  in  the  former 
case  of  45  and  in  the  Isrtter  of  6. 

The  number,  tonnage  and  nationality  of  steam  and  sailing 
vessels  entering  the  Colony  during  1900  and  1901  is  shown  in 
the  following  taUes:— 


Nationality. 

19(10. 

,».. 

Tncrease. 

DeoresM. 

No.    Ponnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

Briti*h       ... 

839     56.'>,360 

379 

617,966 

34 

62,616 

_ 

_ 

Foreign. 

AmBTican 

1 

ttolgiui  ... 

3        6.886 

•i 

6,142 

1 

744 

Dutch     ... 

2,871 

3 

2,871 

French   ... 

1« 

1,595 

914 

10 

12,439 

14 

20.126 

4 

7.687 

Norwegiiui 

14 

16,378 

15 

18,661 

1 

2.283 

— 

" 

Totals... 

384     601,648 

416 

667,38a 

43 

67,399 

11 

1.658 
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mtionality. 

1900. 

1901. 

Increw. 

Decreue. 

No. 

Tonnage 

No. 

Tonnsge. 

No. 

Tonn^e. 

No. 

ToMiige. 

British       ... 

fi.'JS 

69,442 

(193 

45,063 

14,379 

Foreign. 

HI 

14,074 

m 

18,997 

h 

4,923 

Uotch     ... 

HV 

1,937 

IH 

1,603 

6 

334 

Daniah    ... 

a 

21 

French   ... 
VeneEneUa 

126 

421 

649 

5 

394 

BubbUd  ... 

€96 

5 

1,725 

.H 

1,029 

Norwegian 

1.068 

3 

1,347 

279 

Italian    ... 

583 

1 

574 

9 

PortngoiiBe 



1 

164 

1 

164 

— 

— 

Aofltriui... 

SwediBh ... 

1 

253 

Garmsn  ... 

i,ia* 

- 

- 

- 

* 

1 

1,134 

TotftlB... 

720 

81,016 

669 

71,212 

10 

6,616 

61 

16,61«, 

It  will  be  Been,  irom  the  foiegoing  tables  that  Bailing  TeBsela 
are  giving  way  to  Bteamers  as  cargo  carriers,  and  tbat  eo  far  as 
Barbados  is  concerned  the  carryiag  trade  is  almost  entirely  in 
British  hands.  An  increase  in  Uie  number  of  German  steamers 
■vifliting  the  Island  is,  however,  noticeable. 

The  following  table  compares  the  tot^  shipping  entered  and 
cleared  during  the  last  five  years :  — 


The  following  tables  give  (1)  Comparative  Beturn  of  Shipping 
entered  and  cleared  during  1900  and  1901,  (2)  Comparative 
Beturn  of  Shipping  entered  and  cleared  from  1897  to  1901,  and 
(3)  Analysis  of  Shipping  entered  and  cleared  during  1900  and 
1901.— 
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Tweutf-five  Acts  were  paued  in  1901>  and  of  these  the  moi* 
important  were  the  following :  — 

Thfr  Cofltoms  Tanfl  Act,  No.  2.  B;  this  Act  the  Custonw 
Tcurifi  Act,  No.  16  of  1899,  which  had  been  paned  in  order  to 
give  effect)  to  the  Convention  for  reciprocal  trade  relationft  be- 
tween the  Umted  States  of  America  and  Barbados  then  expected 
to  be  concluded,  and  the  aeveral  Acts  amending  it,  were  etu- 
pended  until  such  time  as  the  Convention  should  be  ratified. 

The  Savings  Bank  (Amendment)  Act,  No.  8.  By  this  Act 
the  rate  of  interest  upon  Savin|||e  Bank  Deposits  which  had  been 
somewhat  hastily  reduoed.to  ^per  cent,  by  Act  No.  38  of  1900 
was  increased  to  2i  per  cent. 

The  Bailway  Act,  No.  11.  The  object  od  this  Act  is  to 
minimise  the  number  of  cane  £res  caused  by  sparks  emitted  from 
the  railway  locomotives  or  by  cinders  dropped  out  of  the  ash 
receptacles.  Power  is  given  to  the  Government  to  appoint  an 
Inspector  of  Locomotives,  and  a  penalty  is  imposed  in  the  case 
of  locomotives  which  are  used  without  being  fitted  with  pre- 
ventive appliances. 

The  Surplus  Bevenue  Investment  Act,  No.  12.  .This  Act 
authorises  the  investment  tA  ;£16,000  of  the  surplus  revenue 
remaining  on  hand  on  the  31st  March,  1901,  and  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Legislature  the  whole  or  pert  of  any  future 
surplus  in  such  securities  as  the  G-ovsmor  in  Executive  Com- 
mittee may  determiue,  the  object  being  to  provide  a  fund  for 
use  in  connectiAn  with  undertakings  for  the  general  benefit  of 
the  Coloi^  or  to  meet  deficiencies  of  revenue  ia  bad  years. 

The  Cane  Fires  (Prevention)  Act,  No.  18.  This  Act  is  a  com- 
plnnent  of  Act  No.  11,  already  referred  to.  Its  object  is  to 
minimise  cane  fires  due  to  careless  smokers  or  to  acts  of  incen- 
diarism which  hod  become  veiy  prevalent. 

The  Volunteer  Act,  No.  21.  This  Act  provides  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Yolunteer  Force,  a  matter  which  had  long  been  under 
connderatiooiL. 
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IV.— EDUCATION. 


(A.)   PRTHABT. 

The  nnmber  of  elementary  boIiooIb  in  the  Colony  at  the  close- 
Of  tlie  year  was  168,  Iwing  1  less  than  in  1900,  an  infant  school 
having  heen  closed.  All  Hie  schools  are  in  connection  with 
religions  hodieB  as  follows:  — 


Denomination. 


m. 


Cborcb  of  England 

Wesleyan 

Moravian 


and  are  classified  by  the  Education   Board  in '  the  following 


Boya. 

Giik. 

Mixed. 

Total. 

Primary     

t.ombined 

Inftint       

1 

47 

48 

44 

,1 

47 

11 

no 

47 

Total 

46 

74 

'" 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  gradnally  extingtueh  mixed  schools, 
and  daring  the  year  3  of  these  were  divided  into  boys'  and  girls' 
schools. 

Thsre  are  about  40,000  children  in  the  Colony  of  the  school 
age,  and  of  these  the  number  on  the  registers  in  1901  was  23,660, 
the  average  attendance  being  returned  at  18,547,  showing  a 
falling  o£E  in  the  former  case  of  485  and  in  tne  latter  of  248. 
18,887  children  presented  themselves  for  examination.  The 
falling  off  in  the  number  of  children  under  instruction  is  attribu- 
table to  the  depressed  condition  of  the  sugar  industry  whereby 
the  wages  of  the  labouring  classes  have  become  so -curtailed  as 
to  render  it  difficult  for  them  to  pay  the  small  fees  required  from' 
children  attending  the  schools. 

The  attendance  of  children  at  school  is  not  compulsory.  They 
are  admitted  at  the  age  of  four  years  and  are  allowed  to  remain 
until  they  have  passed  Standard  YII.  or  have  reached  the  age 
of  16  yean. 

The  training  of  papil  teachers  is  a  matter  to  which  the  Board 
of  Education  has  given  much  consideration,  and  in  the  case 
of  female  teachers  arrangements  have  been  made  to  send  two  or 
more  annual^  to  the  Training  College  at  Antigua. 
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(B.)  Sbcondaht. 
The  LegislatiiTe  did  not  render  any  aseutance  to  Secondary 
Education  before  1868,  but  private  ben^actors  liad  lon^  before 
tliat  date  establiBbed  more  than  oii«  excellent  Higb  scbool.     At 
the  present  time  the  following  schools  are  ii 


SofaooL 

LociOitj. 

Bemarks. 

Harruon  (Jollege 

Has  a  Staff  of  nine  Masters, 
of  whom  ei(At  sregradu- 
atea  of  Bn^  Uiuversi- 
tias.  Atiaohed  to  this 
I  oUwe  is  a  weU  equimwd 
Ohemual  Laboratory. 
The  Science  Staff  oonsista 

nhemistry,  an  Assistant 
Professor  and  a  Lecturer 
provided  by  the  Imperial 
Uepartmsnt  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

Th«  Lodge  School      ... 

Parish  of  St.  John 

Has  a  Staff  of  three  Masters 
all  gradnates  of  English 
Universities. 

For  Boys,  2nd  Grade- 

Bridgetown 

The  Staff  oonusts  of  six 
Masters,  of  whom  the 
Head  Master  iaagtadoato 
of  anEngUsh  Umvenoty. 

Coleridge  School 

Parish  of  St.  Peter 

HasaStaff  of  three  Hasters. 

P»rnr  School 

Parish  o(  St.  Looy 

Has  aStaff  of  two  Masters. 

Allsjne  School 

Paridi  of  St.  An- 
drew, 

Has  only  ooe  Master. 

*"or  Gii-b,  iBt  Grade— 

Qnecn'e  OoUege 

Bridgetown 

Has  a  Staff  of  nine  Mis- 
iraseui  and  a  Master  for 
teaching  physical  exer- 
cises. 

For  Girla,  2nd  G»de— 

Alextndro  tjebool       ... 

Pariah  of  St.  Peter 

Has  a  Staff  of  three  Mis- 
tresses. 

Yictorift  School 

Parish  of  St.  An- 
drew. 

Has  only  one  Miatiees. 

The  range  of  work  in  the  First  Grade  Schools  for  B<^8  extends 
fnnn  an  average  upper  !Fiith  Standard  to  the  level  of  open 
TJniversi^  Soholarsliipa,  and  comprises  the  following  subjects — 
■Greek,  Latin,  English,  French,  German,  Divinity,  Mathematics 
and  Science. 

Girls  are  admitted  to  Queen's  Collie  who  can  pass  a  simple 
examination  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  The  work  of 
the  school  extends  to  that  of  the  Senior  Cambridge  Local  Honours 
Certificate. 
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The  fees  oliarged  for  boys  atteoding  the  First  Qrailo  Scliixtle- 


£b  a  year. 

First  Form       

;eio     „ 

All  other  Foima 

£16 

For  giris  the  fees  are :  — 

Preparatory  Form      ... 

...    £3  15    0  a  year. 

Lower FonoB    ... 

...    £7  10    e 

Upper  Forms 

...  ilO    0    0 

Attacked  to  the  two  boys'  schools  are  30  exhibitious,  viz.,  20- 
junior  aod  10  senior,  a  sum  ot  MUbO  being  annually  voted  by  th& 
Legislature  for  tlie  purpose.  Only  boys  who  are  Datives  of  the 
(Julony  are  eligible,  and  they  must  be  sons  of  parents  not  in. 
well-to-do  circumstances. 

To  the  Second  Grade  Schools  which  are  designed  to  furnish  a 
commercial  education,  boys  are  admitted  at  the  age  of  seven,  and 
in  ordinary  circumstanceA  are  allowed  to  remain  until  the  age 
of  17,  and,  with  special  permission,  up  to  19.  Oirls  are  admitted 
at  the  age  of  seven  and  are  allowed  to  remain  to  the  age  of  15, 
and,  with  special  permission,  up  to  18. 

To  Second  Qrade  Schools  ior  Boy«  there  are  (iO  exhibitioua  of 
£b  each,  20  being  awarded  annually,  and  tenable  for  three  years. 
Any  boy  under  12  years  of  age  can  compete.  At  the  expiration 
of  the  three  years'  limit  an  exhibitioner  can  renew  his  exhibition 
by  passing  a  more  difficult  examination,  and  can  then  keep  the 
exhibition  up  to  the  age  of  16 

Every  school  receives  a  fixed  grant  from  the  Grovernment,  and 
the  grant  together  with  the  tees  of  pupils  and,  in  one  or  two 
casea,  private  endowments,  are  the  sources  from  which  the  income 
of  each  ia  derived.  The  sums  voted  annually  by  the  Govern- 
ment are  £2,250  to  First  Ch'ade  Schools  (including  exhibitions), 
and  £1,100  to  Second  Grade  Schools  (including  exhibitions). 

The  number  of  pupils  ordinarily  in  receipt  of  secondary 
edacation  ia, — First  Grade  Schools,  300 ;  Second  Grade  Schools, 
940. 

Univet  itty  Education. 

There  is  in  the  Colony,  \i.  the  parish  of  St.  John,  a  college- 
founded  l^  the  benevolence  of  General  Sir  Christopher  Codring- 
ton,  a  native  of  Barbados,  and  a  proprietor  of  estates  in  that 
parish.  He  bequeathed  the  whole  of  his  lauded  property  to  the 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parte  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  college  or  school 
for  tie  higher  education  of  the  youth  of  the  Island,  and  for 
sapplying  trained  ministers  for  the  work  of  the  church  in  the- 
West  Indies.    It  is  known  as  Oodrington  College. 
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'  'The  erection  of  lAie  buildings  wmciommeiiced  in  1714  and  com- 
pleted in  1743.  It  has  paaaed  throogk  many  vioiisitadea  until 
in  1839  it  mw  r^aodelled  aa  a  strict^  collegiate  iiutitution. 
In  1S76,  tlkioogh  llifl  influence  of  Bishop  UitchinBon,  tiie  college 
was  affiliated  to  Durham  IJniTenity,  and  since  then  tiie  course  oi 
study  is  that  directed,  l^  the  Senate  of  that  University.  All 
students  at  Codrington  College  are  admissible  to  all  degrees, 
licences,  and  academical  ranks  in  the  several  Faculties  of  the 
UniTereity. 

From  1830  to  the  present  time  830  etudente  have  matriculated 
at  Codrington  College.  The  staff  consists  of  a  principal  and  two 
professors. 

Four  scholarships  of  the  annual  value  of  ;£40  each  are  provided 
by  the  Government  tenable  at  Codrington  College  for  a  period 
ol  two  years.  They  are  eligible  only  to  natives  or  the  sons  of 
natives  of  BarbadoB,  or  of  persona  domiciled  in  the  Island  with 
a  residence  of  ten  years.  Candidates  muet  be  under  20  years  of 
age. 

Besides  these  scholarships  there  are  four  scholarships  each  of 
the  annual  value  of  £176,  termed  the  Barbados  Scholarship. 
One  is  awarded  annually  and  tenable  for  four  years  at  an  English 
ITniTersity  or  at  an  Agricultural  or  Technical  College  in  Europe 
■at  America  to  be  approved  Irjr  the  Education  Board.  The  con- 
ditions as  to  age  and  birth  are  the  same  as  those  for  the  scholar- 
ahips  at  Codriii^^n  College. 


(C.)  Industbial,  Technical,  and  Aouicdltukal 
Schools. 

During  the  year  the  lectures  t«  the  teachers  of  the  elementaay 
schools  inaugurated  by  the  Imperial  Commissioner  of  Agricul- 
ture have  been  continued,  and  for  the  first  time  prizes  were  given 
1^  the  Imperial  Department  of  Agriculture  at  the  local  Show  for 
peasants,  to  pupils  from  these  schools  for  the  best  exhibits  of 
the  commoner  vegetables  growing  in  pots,  boxes,  &c.  This  is 
a  step  in  the  right  direction  and  cannot  fail  to  be  of  the  highest 
value  is  inculcating  the  best  methods  of  growing  plants,  and  the 
main  principles  wMch  und^lie  the  practice  of  agriculture.  34 
teachers  have  received  certificates  as  being  competent  to  give  in- 
struction in  ^ricultnre. 

It  is  intended  to  hold  annual  exhibitions  of  plain  needle-work 
and  to  give  money  prizes  to  snccessful  competitors  with  a  view 
to  encourage  the  acquisition  of  a  good  knowledge  of  this  useful 
branch  of  school  work  by  the  girls  in  the  elementary  schools. 
The  necessary  grant  of  money  has  been  made  by  the  Legislature. 
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The  question  of  startlDg  sa  iaduatrial  Bchool  for  the  purpoa» 
of  teaching  useful  handicrafts  to  lads  has  been  under  considera- 
tion. Suitable  buildings  for  the  purpose  exist,  and  a  scheme  for 
teaching  carpentry,  plumbing,  mason  and  smith  work,  &c.,  haft 
lieen  worked  out.  It  is  hoped  that  ■whtm  t^e  circumstances  of 
the  Colony  improve  and  money  becomes  available  this  important 
matter  will  be  taken  up. 


v.— GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

(A.)  Hospital, 

The  General  Hospital,  which  is  located  in  Bridgetown,  is  not 
a  Government  institution,  but  is  now  almost  wholly  maintained 
by  an  annual  grant  from  the  Government  of  £6,630.  It  ia^ 
managed  by  a  somewhat  unwieldy  Board  of  19  trusteea  and 
directors,  [abided  over  by  the  Governor,  but  the  conduct  of  the 
general  internal  arrangements  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  House- 
Committee  appointed  annually  by  the  Board. 

The  hospital  contains  336  beds,  and  is  available  to  the  sick 
from  all  the  parishes  of  the  Island.  On  the  Ist  of  April,  1901,. 
there  were  188  patient«  remaining  from  the  previous  month,  and 
during  the  year  3,833  patients  were  admitted,  making  a  total 
oi  4,(^1  under  treatment  during  the  year. 

Early  in  1901  complaints  were  made  by  the  vestries  of  the 
out-parishes  l^at  they  could  not  always  obtain  admission  for 
their  cases  in  consequence  of  the  beds  being  unfairly  allotted  to 
oases  from  the  parish  of  St.  Michael.  The  complaint  on  invegti- 
gatioD  was  not  substantiated,  and  the  out-lying  parishes  were 
asked  to  make  greater  use  of  the  hospital. 

The  following  table  shows  the  parochitQ  and  othar  admissions 
during  the  laet  five  years :  — 
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The  re«ults  obtained  during  &e  laat  five  years  are  altowD  in 
ihe  ftdlowing  table : — 


Di«b«iB«.               1 

Daa, 

Total 
admit. 

Deaths. 

Peroent 
ofdeathi 

Tw. 

red- 
dent. 

riODB. 

Cnred. 

Bo- 

lieved. 

Notre- 
liOTed. 

tooasM. 

1897     ... 

3,489 

2,210 

810 

203 

188 

5-2 

20& 

1898     ... 

3807 

2,230 

1,146 

161 

281 

7-0 

211 

1899     ... 

3681 

1,872 

1,589 

77 

210 

5-3 

209 

1900     ... 

3,337 

2,172 

789 

94 

234 

6-7 

196 

1901     ... 

3,833 

2,3S0 

1,184 

79 

297 

73 

21T 

The  moat  noteworthy  diseases  treated  during  the  year  were : — 

DiMMS. 

Cum. 

DeathB. 

Typhoid    

177 

43 

I^ntory 

168 

19 

90 

16 

tellnlitis 

lOSJ 

32 

18 

Phtbiflis 

76 

13 

The  total  number  of  out-patients  treated  was  19,866,  being  an 
'inorease  of  2,360  over  the  number  treated  in  1900. 

During  the  year  considerable  changes  have  been  made  in  the 
personnel  of  the  hospital  whereby  a  better  supervision  oTer  ex- 
penditure has  been  obtained  and  economies  thereby  effected, 
-especially  in  connection  with  the  dispensary. 


(B.)  Abtldmb. 
JjUiiatic  Asylum. 

The  total  number  of  lonatics  in  the  a^yliun  on  the  illst  Decem- 
ber wae  369,  and  of  this  number  89  were  admitted  daring  the 
year.  Of  tiiese  73  were  admitted  for  the  first  time,  and  16 
nere  re-admitted  after  periods  varying  from  I'lO  years  to  1704 
yews. 

The  health  of  the  inmates  has  been  good.  The  average  number 
of  inmates  empli^ed  daily  was  92,  viz.,  44  men  and  48  women. 
The  men  are  employed  as  agriculturists,  gardeners,  tailors, 
carpenters,  herdsmen,  and  in  cleaning  and  general  work,  and  the 
women  in  needle-worh,  gudening,  weeding,  cleaning  and  laundry 
work. 
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The  farm  produce  conBistin^  of  pork,  milk,  vegetables,  and 
fruit  realised  £679  IQt.  Id.,  estimated  at  contract  prices.  Much 
more  might  be  made  out  of  the  farm  atbached  to  the  asylum, 
and  it  is  intended  to  give  more  attention  to  this  very  important 
branch  of  worii. 

Lazaretto. 

Although  under  the  existing  law  only  lepers  without  visible 
means  of  subsistence  can  be  compulsorily  segregated  the  asylum 
is  alwa^  quite  full.  It  is  well  known  that  many  leprous  persons 
are  at  large  who  1^  their  calling  are  a  danger  to  the  community. 
As  eooa  as  funds  aie  available  for  providing  additional  lazaretto- 
accommodation,  the  cost  of  which  has  been  ascertained,  and  the 
lines  upon  which  it  is  to  be  given  practically  settled,  the  Legis- 
lature will  be  asked  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Govemmeht 
with  a  view  to  secure  the  complete  s^regation  of  all  lepers  either 
privately  under  suitable  regulations  and  supervision  or  in  the- 
public  institution.  In  an  Island  like  Barbados  it  should  be 
quite  possible  to  stamp  oat  and  get  rid  of  this  very  loathsome 
disease,  and  it  is  most  unfortunate  that  the  absence  of  funds^ 
prevents  any  action  teing  token  at  once. 

The  number  of  inmates  in  the  lasaretto  on  the  31flt  December 
was  113.  namely,  61  males  and  51  females.  Of  these,  11  males 
and  6  females  were  admitted  during  the  year.  There  were  16 
deathfi. 

XC)  Poor  Hodsks. 

There  are  11  poor  houses,  that  is  to  say,  one  in  each  parish. 
They  are  under  the  management  of  the  parochial  Quardiane  of 
the  Poor  who  are  ai^inted  annually  by  their  respective  vestries. 

During  1901  as  many  as  23,120  persons  received  parochial 
relief  of  some  kind  as  shown  in  the  following  teble :  • — 


Parish. 

Tints  of 
Parocbisl 
Uediesl 
Offi<»n. 

Belief  at 
i>upeD)ia[7. 

Ont-relief 
in  money 
or  food. 

Admitted 
to  the 

AbDBboDBe. 

TotslB. 

Bt.  Hiobul      ... 

m 

3,53R 

1,310 

2,019 

7,556 

St.  PbUip 
Cbriit  Chnrch  ... 

144 

2,826 

4S9 

491 

3,950 

49 

1,469 

383 

366 

2267 

St.  George 

]12 

490 

124 

271 

997 

at.  John 

118 

1,516 

202 

248 

2,084 

St.  Thomw      ... 

112 

649 

29 

374 

1.164 

St.  Jiirow         ... 

120 

197 

143 

151 

611 

St.  Peter 

104 

224 

177 

102 

607 

St.  Lacv 

St.  Andrew      ... 

238 

666 

381 

184 

1,388 

162 

652 

140 

126 

979 

St.  Joseph 

36 

1,073 

J  26 

2fi2 

1,517 

Totals 

1,884 

13,119 

3,504 

4,613 

23,120 

V  Google 


VABBA.DO&,   1901-S. 


Sft 


A  dispeiuary  now  eziBta  in  every  pariali  and  cheap  medical 
relief,  aa  apart  from  poor  relief,  can  be  obtained  in  most  of  the 
pariaheB  as  the  restilt  of  arrangement  between  the  Board  of 
Gnardians  and  the  parochial  medical  officer. 

The  following  table  givea  the  number  of  admiesions,  dischargea 
and  deaths  and  daily  average  of  each  poor-honse,  or  -ahnshoUM, 
At  it  is  called: — 


Piirt»h. 

Duly 
ATetajte. 

Admis- 
rions. 

Total 
Treated. 

DiachMTge^ 

DeathiL 

StMiohMl      ... 

St  Philip 

Ohri«ttJhnrdi ... 

St.  GftOTge     ,... 

St.  John 

St.  Thomu      ... 

St.  Junes 

St.  Lncy 

St.  Andrew      ... 

St.  Peter 

St.  Jowph 

768 
119 
120 
112 
99 
106 
63 
70 
46 
65 
75 

1,2'U 
361 
239 
157 
14S 
264 
81 
116 
77 
46 
206 

2,019 
491 
366 
271 
S!48 
374 
151 
184 
125 
102 
282 

968 
812 
194 
128 
115 
223 
61 
101 
61 
40 
185 

310 
49 
62 
38 
28 
62 
20 
16 
18 
10 

Totab      ... 

1,633 

2,980 

4,613 

2,378 

618 

On  the  27th  November,  in  consequence  of  a  minute  which  I 
addressed  to  Ihe  President  of  the  Central  Poor  Law  Board  urging 
a  more  general  uniformity  among  the  eeveral  parishes  as  to  Uie 
lines  which  poor  relief  should  follow,  a  conference  was  held  in 
the  House  of  Assembly  Boom  at  which  the  Board  of  Guardiass 
of  every  parish  was  represented. 

The  Government  Poor  Law  Inspector  reports  that  "  the  result 
of  the  conference  was  on  the  whole  very  satisfactory,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  such  conferences  should  be  held  regularly 
every  year  at  least.  They  would  undoubtedly  result  in  the 
welding  together  of  the  various  methods  of  poor  relief  adminis- 
tration." 

The  actual  expenditure  upon  the  public  and  parochial  institu- 
ti<mfl  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  in  which  a  comparison  with 
that  of  1900  is  given :  — 


Year. 

HoapitaL 

Lnnatio 
Aaylnm. 

Lanretto. 

Parochial. 

Total. 

1900      

1901      

£ 
6,978 
6,694 

£ 
6,733 
6,283 

£ 
2.726 

.  2,417 

£ 
16,945 
17,600 

£ 

32,382 
31,996 

Inoteaaa 
Deoiwse 

288 

449 

308 

664 

387 
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(D.)  Eefoematoey. 
Bot/s  Reformatory. 
Tlie  number  oi  lads  in  the  inBiitutioii  on  the  Ist  JEuaaar;  was 
118 ;  45  were  discharged  during  the  year  and  51  were  admitted. 
The  lads  came  from  aU  parts  of  the  Colony,  bat  chiefly  from 
Bri(^town.  Of  the  51  lads  admitted  more  than  half  could 
neither  read  nor  writ«j  and  only  11  were  anywhere  near  the 
ordinary  standards  for  boys  of  tjieir  age.  The  average  cost  of 
jnaintenance  of  each  boy,  excluding  from  the  calcnlation  the 
s^ariee  of  the  Beformatory  staff,  was  £6  lit.  Z^d.  for  the  year. 
This  is  6j.  per  head  higher  than  in  1900,  and  is  principally  due 
to  the  rise  in  the  price  of  f  ood-stufEs  and  clothing.  Taking  staff 
salaries  and  all  expenses  in  connection,  with  the  Beformatory 
into  calculation,  the  average  cost  for  each  boy  was  at  the  rate 
of  £13  Sf.  10<2. 

During  the  three  years  ended  the  31at  December,  1901,  98 
boys  were  discharged.  Of  these  so  far  as  it  has  been  possible 
to  ascertain,  29  haive"  been  re-convicted,  that  is,  29'6  per  cent. ; 
■and  of  these  15  were  on  charges  of  theft.  Of  the  remaining  69, 
31  are  agricultural  labourers,  16  are  servants  in  various  capaci- 
-ties,  6  have  emigrated,  2  are  bakers'  apprentices,  1  is  a  cai^nter's 
apprentdce,  1  a  saddler's  apprentice,  1  a  blacksmith's  apprentice, 
1  a  tailor's  apprentice,  1  a  boatman,  1  a  fisherman,  1  a  stevedore, 
-6  are  otherwise  in  employment,  and  11  are  idlers  or  out  of  employ- 
ment. With  regard  to  the  comparatively  large  number  of  lads 
who  have  failed  to  become  good  citizens  after  discharge,  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Reformatory  writes  as  follows:  — 

"  While  the  failure  of  some  of  the  boys  to  do  well  is  due  to 
their  own  evil  tendencies,  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  large  number 
of  re-convictiona  is  attributable  to  the  general  and  extireme 
state  of  depression  in  the  labour  market  aad  to  their  adverse 
surrounding  conditions  in  an  overcrowded  Colony  where  much 
poverty  and  want  are  to  be  found." 

Something  could  be  done  to  assist  lads  upon  their  discharge, 
and  to  reduce  the  number  of  those  who  give  themtelveB  up  fo 
crime  and  evil  ways  if  money  were  available  for  the  purpose. 
The  best  solution  of  the  difficulty  which  the  boys  experience  in 
finding  suitable  employment  is  emigration ;  but  in  the  present 
depressed  state  of  the  sugar  industry  it  is  impossible  to  augment 
expenditure.  Consideration  is  being  given  to  the  question  of 
apprenticing  10  lads  annually  to  masters  of  schooners  trading  to 
and  from  Barbados  eo  as  to  make  a  percentage  of  those  who  are 
dischaiged  useful  as  seamen.  The  proposed  arrangement  if  it 
■can  be  carried  ont  will  not  be  costly. 

The  employment  of  the  boys  while  in  the  Reformatory  consists 
mainly  of  agricultural  work,  but  masonry,  tailoring,  gardening 
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and  mat-makiag  are  also  taugkt.  All  have  to  attend  the 
Beformatory  School  at  «tat«d  times,  and  of  the  123  boyg  who  were- 
in  the  institution  when  the  Inspector  of  Schools  held  his  inspec- 
tion,  89  were  presented  for  examication  with  the  following 
retolts: — 


In  reading     

In  arithmetio 

In  dictation 

In  religions  knowledge 


Girls  Reformatory. 

It  13  intended  to  start  a  Heformatory  for  Girls  as  soon  aa  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Colony  wjirrants  the  necessary  expendi- 
ture. The  instiitution  is  much  wanted,  as  at  the  present  time 
the  only  way  of  dealing  with  girls  who  commit  penal  offences 
is  by  reprimands  from  the  Bench,  by  fine,  or  by  imprisonment. 
Fines  are  only  veiy  rarely  paid,  the  girls  who  incur  them 
having  as  a  rule  defied  such  parental  authority  aa  was  ever 
exercised  over  them,  and'  having  become  more  or  less  outcasts 
from  their  homes.  The  requisite  buildings  are  available  on  a 
very  suitable  site,  and  aU  that  has  to  be  done  is  to  find  the  money 
to  fit  them  up  and  to  appoint  the  requisite  staff.  The  cost  for 
the  first  year  for  the  maintenance  of  60  girls  is  estimated  at  £970^ 
and  for  subsequent  years  at  ^740. 


^.)  Savings  Bake. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  the  bank  suffered  from 
the  operation  of  the  Savings  Bank  {Amendment)  Act,  No.  3S 
of  1900,  whereby  the  rate  at  interest  had  been  reduced  from  3 
to  3  per  cent.;  bat  from  the  1st  April  the  rate  was  increased  to 
2i  per  cent,  by  the  Savings  Bank  (Amendment)  Act,  No.  8  of 
1001,  and  the  withdrawal  of  deposits  on  account  of  lihe  reduction 
was  thereupon  arrested. 

On  the  31st  December,  1900,  the  balance  due  to  depositors, 
incHnding  interes:t,  was  £210,919  lit.  3d.  On  ihe  Slst  of 
December,  1901,  it  amounted  to  £199,276  18*.  2d.  In  con- 
nection with  this  redaction  it  is  to  be  noted  that  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  when  the  rate  of  interest  was  only  2  per 
cent.,  the  withdrawals  exceeded  the  deposits  by  no  less  a  sum 
than  £12,629  Si.  8d. 


y  Google 


COLONIAL   EEP0RT8 — ANNUAL. 


The  following  table  gives   a  compsrBtiTe  itatement   of  the 
bank's  transsctionB  during  the  last  five  years :  — 


Year. 

Numbu'of 
Depootora 

ouSlrt 
December. 

Deposits. 

Vith- 
dmwals. 

Sum 
including 
interebt&t 

credit  of 
Depoutora 

on  31it 

1897           

1898           

1899           

1900           

1901           

li,278 
12,869 
13,270 

13)420 

£ 
104,829 

87,2.i7 
102,125 

93,782 
104348 

i. 

87,092 
86,508 
105,732 
111,697 
120,393 

£ 
213,984 
220,831 
223,417 
210,920 
199,276 

The  assets  of  the  bank  were  ( 
follows :  — 


the  Slst  December  valued  as 


Consols     16,065 

Colonial  Government  Inscribed  Stock  . . .  153,765 

Barbados  GoTemmeat  Debentures       ...  26,000 

Barbados  Parochial  Loans        2,177 

Cash  St  Colonial  Bank ...  2,453 

In  hands  of  Crown  Agents       983 

Loan  to  Imperial  Department  of  Agri-  550 

culture. 

Cash  in  hand      695 


£201,588 
InveBtments  in  Barbados  Sugar  Estates  6,600 


The  last  inTestmeut  which  is  placed  by  itself  and  which  was 
made  some  years  when  the  sugar  industry  was  flourishing  is  now 
of  doubtful  value. 

After  the  payment  of  interest  to  depositors  and  the  expenses 
of  management,  tiiere  remained  a  balance  of  profit  amountine 
to  £2.048  for  the  year. 
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FBIENDLY    SOCIETIES. 


Considersble  attention  lias  been  given  daring  the  year  to  tlie 
position  oi  tlie  registered  Friendly  Societies.  I  found  that  no- 
loss  than  163  such  societies  existed  and  it  was  clear  that  with  a 
population  of  196,600  bo  many  societies  could  not  possibly  bo  in 
a  flourishing  conditioa.  I  found  that  three  only  were  affiliated  to 
the  iaxge  Boglish  benevolent  societies  and  working  on  a  proper 
aotnfuial  basis,  and  thati  oi  the  remainder  a  very  large  number 
were  not  fulfilling  the  objects  for  which  they  were  started,  viz., 
to  raise  fanda  for  the  relief  of  members  and  their  families  in  the 
time  of  sickness  and  death. 

Many  of  the  societies  had  been  allowed  to  be  registered  under 
such  iaJioiful  titles  as  the  following :  — 

Blades  Hill  Faithful  United  Gems. 
Chariot  of  Love. 
Luminous  Fraternal. 
Naval  Victory. 
United  Tribe  of  Jacob. 

63  societies  were  as  a  result  of  enquiry  removed  from  the 
Rgister.  Some  of  the  societieB  bad  lost  touch  altogether  with 
the  main  objects  of  Friendly  Societies,  and  existed  almost 
entirely  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  its  members  to  masquerade  in 
naval  or  military  uniforms  and  to  assume  grandiloqaeat  titleB 
when  meeting  together. 

The  remaining  100  societies,  many  of  which  are  doing  good 
work,  only,  however,  number  altt^ether  9,116  mem^bers.  The 
parish  of  St.  Michael,  which  includes  Bridgetown,  leads  the 
way  with  26  societies  having  an  aggregate  of  2,690  members. 
St.  Philip's  parish  stands  next  with  16  societies  containing  1,781 
members ;  St.  Andrew's  parish  being  last  with  four  societies 
containing  the  small  total  of  132  members. 

One  of  the  worst  features  of  the  existing  societies  is  the  large 
number  of  officials  drawing  pay  from  their  funds.  These  amount 
to  580  and  together  they  draw  £1,241  17j.  Id.  annually.  The 
system  of  having  a  lot  of  small  societies  all  managed  by  paid 
officials  is  so  obviously  wrong  that  it  is  not  easy  to  undeT«taiid 
why  there  should  be  any  opposition  to  amalgamation.  In  any 
case  every  registered  aocie^  ought  to  be  worked  under  Himiliii 
rules,  upon  an  uniform  system  as  regards  actoiint-kei^ping  and 
with  remuneration  to  those  officials  whom  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  pay,  based  strictly  upon  the  number  of  members  and 
the  annnal  income  of  the  society.  These  and  other  matters 
relating  to  Friendly  Societies  are  under  consideration  in  con- 
nection with  a  Friendly  Societies  Bill  which  is  now  before  the 
Legislature. 
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VI.— JUDICIAL    STATISTICS. 
(A.)  Police. 

The  Force  consiste  of  two  officere,  viz.,  an  Inspectot  -General 
.and  an  iuBpector  and  353  non-conuiUBsiondd  ofiQcers  and  men. 
'The  latter  are  employed  as  follows: — 

Land  Police  dutdes 


Harboor  Police  duties 

Writ  OflScers 

Detectives 

Barrack  and  Orderly  duties 


40 


Of  the  land  police,  43  aie  mounted  and  do  good  woik  in 
patrolling  the  sugar  plantations  fud  preventing  the  crime  «f 
incendiarism  to  which  reference  will  be  made  later. 

By  the  Parish  Confltables  Act,  1900,  all  parish  ciHistables  were 
brought  under  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  Inspeotor- 
-Oeneral  of  Police.  There  are  1,092  parish  constables.  They 
are  each  supplied  with  a  small  book  of  simple  and  practical 
directions,  and  are  from  time  to  time  mustered  and  inspected. 
Great  care  is  taken  to  retain  only  respectable  and  trustworthy 
men  and  the  Force  appears  to  be  a  useful  adjunct  to  the  Police. 
The  cost  of  the  Force  in  1901  was : — 

£ 

Salaries      1&,602 

Other  expenditure  4,169 


(B.)  Peisoms. 

There  is  one  prison  only  in  the  Colony.  It  is  conducted 
entirely  on  the  separate  system  excepting  when  the  numbers 
exceed  388.  There  are  266  separate  cells  for  male  prisoners 
and  122  such  cells  for  female  prisoners. 

The  total  number  of  persons  committed  to  prison  in  1901 
was  4,202,  as  against  3,9;j7  in  1900.  Of  these  3,811  were  com- 
mitted for  penal  imprisonment  in  1901,  as  against  3,463  in  1900. 
The  daily  average  in  the  case  of  male  prisoners  was  278,  and 
in  the  caee  of  female  prisoners  121. 

la  November  the  numbers  on  the  male  side  of  the  prison 
rose  to  348,  being  82  in  excess  of  the  number  for  which  there 
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arc  separate  cells,  and  in  December  they  rose  on  the  female  Bide 
to  I8U,  being  an  excess  of  44.  The  question  of  increasing  the- 
prisou  accommodation  has  been  considered  and  the  cost  esti- 
mated.    The  matter  vill  be  taken  up  when  funds  are  available. 

Nine  juveniles  under  16  years  of  age,  namely,  2  males  and  7 
females  -were  committed  for  penal  imprisonment  during  the 
year. 

Only  one  death  occurred. 

All  prisoners,  not  undei^ing  punishment  for  ofleoces  againet 
prison  discipline,  are  employed  upon  industrial  work,  as- 
follows:— 

In  side — Males . 

Baking  bread  for  {nison  and  public  instituHons,  tailoring, 
bootmaking,  carpen^,  tinsmith,  blacksmith,  painting  and' 
masonry  work,  stone-lveaking,  water  pumping. 

Ins  ide—  Fern  a  les . 

Beating  and  preparing  cocoanut  fibre  for  mattresses,  Ac^ 
laundry  work,  cooking  prisoners'  food,  cultivating  arrowroot. 

Outs  ide  — Males. 

Stone  quarrying,  stone  breaking,  reconstructing  breakwaters,, 
reconstructing  roads,  levelling  land,  repairing  walls. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  induetrial  labour  in  1901  was^ 
£2,647. 

The  daily  cost  of  each  prisoner  was  SJif.,  inclusive  of 
staff  and  ather  charges.  The  total  cost  for  the  year  was 
£6^86  Us.  M. 

The  majority  of  tthe  prisoners  could  neither  read  nor  write, 
and  the  following  table  shows  that  in  the  absence  of  compulsory- 
education,  Qo  advance  is  being  made  in  carrying  education  to 
the  lowest  strata  of  the  people :  — 

Males. 


Year. 

for  penal 

Beadsnd 

■ 
Bead  only. 

niitentte. 

imprisonment. 

FeToent 

Per  cent. 

1896 

1,3&S 

44 

5S 

1897 

1,321 

41 

52 

1898 

1,475 

41 

59 

1,530 

44 

51 

1900 

1,708 

1901 

1,815 

44 

61 
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Females. 


Year. 

CommitmBntB 
f 01  penal 

Bead  and 
write. 

BewloDly. 

niitente. 

imprisonmeul. 

P«reeai 

Percent. 

Perowt^ 

1896 

1^99 

33 

11 

56 

1897 

1,460 

33 

12 

66 

1898 

1  634 

33 

11 

56 

1899 

1,676 

3S 

9 

69 

1900 

36 

14 

50 

1901 

1,9% 

36 

7 

67 

(C.)  Cbiminal  Statistics. 

The  number  of  penons  appreLeaded  by  the  police  and  brought 
before  the  magistrates  in  1901  wae  16,351,  as  against  16,451  in 
1900. 

Of  the  16,361  penons  apprehended,  11,843  were  summarily 
convicted,  103  were  oonTicted  in  the  Superior  CourtH,  4,347  were 
-acquitted  in  the  Inferior  Courts,  and  33  in  the  Superior  Courts, 
and  25  cases  brought  before  the  latter  Courte  fell  through  for 
want  of  prosecutioQ  or  because  a  Bill  was  thrown  out  by  the 
Grand  Jniy. 

The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  of  statistics  daring  the 
last  ten  yetn:— 
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Efforts  haye  bean  made  to  reduce  the  number  of  punishmentft- 
of  juveoile  bojB  by  whipping,  with  regard  to  which  method  of 
punishment  which  has  been  bo  long  and  «o  freely  enforced  in. 
Barbados,  one  of  the  magistrates  writes  ax  follows :  — 

"  It  is  a  most  perplexing  matter  for  a  magistrate  to  know  what 
to  do  with  most  of  the  boys  that  come  before  him,  and  particularly 
when  they  are  between  the  ages  of  14  and  16.  If  they  are  over 
14  years  of  age,  they  strictly  cannot  be  sent  to  tihe  Heformatory 
as  the  minimum  term  of  detention  there  is  two  years.  On  a 
great  majority  of  boys  a  whipping  ha«  absolutely  no  effect  what- 
ever, and  so  liMle  do  they  mind  it  that  they  Imrdly  consider  it 
any  pnniahmeot  at  all.  In  AUpport  of  this,  I  may  say  that  when-- 
ever  a  boy  is  charged  with  an  offence  before  the  magistrate,  and 
is  asked  his  age,  he  invariably  tries  to  make  himself  out  much 
younger  than  he  actually  is,  in  order  that  he  may  be  whipped 
instead  of  being  fined<  or  imprieoned." 

The  nomber  of  lads  sentenced  to  be  whipped  in  1901  was  689, 
as  against  959  in  1900  and  73T  in  1899. 

There  is  more  crime  in  the  period  from  September  to  January 
inclusive  when  there  is  less  employment  for  the  labouring  popula- 
tion than  daring  any  other  period  of  the  year.  Prsedial  larceny 
and  petty  theft  largely  increase.  The  principal  offences  by 
females  are  disorderly  conduct,  using  abusive  language,  and  so- 
on to  aasaultdsg  and  beating.  These  offences  are  responsible  for 
as  much  as  56*18  per  cent,  of  the  annual  crime  of  the  female 
population,  and  are  due  in  a  great  measure  to  overcrowding, 
lack  of  occupation,  and  the  absence  of  any  restraining  influence. 

With  regard  to  pradial  larceny,  the  Attorney-G-eneral  writes 
as  follows ;  — 

"  I  venture  to  think  that  looking  to  local  conditions,  namely, 
the  lai^e  number  of  people  living  in  confined  areas  and  sur- 
rounded by  fields  of  provisions  and  sugar  cane,  the  reenU  is 
not  worse  than  might  reasonably  be  expected." 


Vn.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 
(A.)  Population. 
1901  was  the  year  in  which  a  Census  of  the  population  should 
have  been  taken,  and  it  is  very  much  to  6e  regretted  that  in 
view  of  the  necessity  for  saving  the  expense  which  would  have 
had  to  be  incurred  in  taking  it  the  century  has  been  opened 
without  a  record  of  the  useful  statistics  and  information  which  a 
Census  affords.  A  knowledge  of  such  matters  as  the  distribution 
of  the  population  and  its  growth  or  shrinkage  especially  in  the 
principal  centre,  Bridgetown,  would  necessarily  have  been  of 
great  assistance  in  the  work  of  properly  administering  the  Colony. 
However,  the  Qovemment  did  what  it  could,  and  from  the  infor- 
mation which  was  available  worked  out  the  population  as  num- 
bering 195,688.  In  1891,  when  the  last  Census  was  taken,  the- 
tcrtsl  population  was  returned  at  182,306. 
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It  is  wtiiaated  that  after  allowing  for  emigratioa  Uie  popula- 
tion of  the  Islaod  increasea  at  the  aTerage  rate  of  1,100  per 
-annum. 

There  were  7^21  births,  being  116  lees  than  in  1900,  whioh  in 
its  turn  was  116  leu  than  tihe  number  registered  in  1899.  Of 
these,  3,252  were  legitimate  and  3,969  illegitimate.  The  following 
comparative  statement  shows  the  regrettable  fact  that  during 
the  last  ten  years,  at  any  rate,  there  has  been  Uttle  or  no  headway 
made  in  improving  the  morality  of  the  people. 


Birth«. 

Year. 

oiate  ohBdren 

born. 

1892           

3,167 

3,910 

183,000 

213 

1893           

.=t,506 

4,266 

184.000 

2-31 

1894           

3,219 

4,095 

186,000 

2-21 

1895           

3,5-26 

4,021 

187.000 

2-15 

1896           

3,125 

3,H61 

188,500 

2-M 

1897           

3,300 

3,897 

190,000 

2-1)6 

189S           

3,226 

3,933 

191,600 

205 

1899           

3,240 

3,798 

193,000 

1-46 

1900           

3,389 

3,948 

194,500 

203 

1901           

3,9611 

There  is  no  registration  of  deaths  in  Barbados,  but  in  1901 
the  burials  nnmhered  5,762.  It  is  unfortunate  that  a  system  of 
notifying  and  recording  the  causes  of  death  does  not  exist 
because  without  it  any  system  of  sanitary  administration  must 
necessarily  be  incomplete. 

The  death-rate  in  each  parish  is  shown  \^  Hhe  following 
table:  — 


Death  rate  per 

1,000. 

Parish. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

at.  MichMl         ... 

1,944 

2,006 

2,216 

84-6 

86-7 

S9-4 

St.  PhiliD 

r47 

405 

604 

293 

21-6 

32-3 

Christ  Church     ... 

.'12 

463 

594 

238 

21-5 

27-6 

at.  George 

349 

367 

455 

21-7 

22-B 

28-3 

208 

189 

267 

18-9 

17-2 

2*-3 

254 

266 

374 

25-1 

26-2 

370 

271 

280 

333 

267 

266 

81-7 

St.  Petet 

296 

246 

27-3 

22-7 

25-6 

St.  Lacy 

255 

177 

257 

261 

18-1 

26-3 

St.  Andrew 

122 

113 

155 

14-0 

10-6 

17^ 

St.  Jowi^ 

210 

4.968 

172 

230 

23-2 

19-1 

25-4 

Total 

4,663 

6,762 

272 

25-6 

31-6 
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Tlitt  following  table  gives  the  oumber  of  burials  of  ckildreu- 
under  one  year,  compared  with  two  previouB  years,  and  bIiows- 
tbe  percentage  of  these  deaths  to  the  total  death.  The  percen- 
tages vary  from  531  in  St.  Jamea  (closely  followed  by  St.  Pete  • 
and  St.  John)  to  39-5  in  St.  Michael.  For  the  whole  Island,  the 
percentage  is  43'5,  which  is  the  highest  since  1895 :  — 


Infanta  under  one  jear.    ;  Percentage  of  Total  de-^ths. 


1899.        1900.        1901. 


St.  Michael 

.  !      732 

763 

876 

37-6 

38-0 

S9-5 

St.  Philip... 
Christ  Church      . 

.  1      248 

176 

2W 

45'3 

43':* 

49-5 

211 

St.  Geurge 

.  1      126 

147 

190 

36-1 

40-0 

St.  John  ... 

.  1        92 

75 

136 

44-2 

39-1 

50-!i 

St.  Thomas 

.  1      102 

113 

157 

40-1 

42-0 

41-9 

St.  Jamaa... 

.  1      148 

164 

177 

G4-i; 

58-5 

531 

St.  Peter  ... 

120 

95 

141' 

40-5 

38-l> 

51-2 

St.  Lucy  ... 

.  I       145 

77 

103 

47-0 

43-5 

41-9 

St.  Andrew 

71 

H9 

41'8 

4  I'll 

St.  Jomiph 

.  1        75 

73 

101 

35-7 

42'4 

43-y 

Total    ...        . 

.  1    )ifl56 

■ 

1,932 

a,5ii 

412 

41-4 

43-5 

(B.)  Public  Health. 

Tike  general  health  of  the  people  has  on  the  whole  been  very 
satisfactory,  and  this  no  doubt  is  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the 
excellent  water  supply  which  the  Government  distributes  free 
throughout  the  Island  at  an  annual  cost  of  £28,000.  Mild 
epidemics  of  dysentery  and  influenza  prevailed,  but  excepting  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Philip  where  there  were  43  cases  during  the  last 
half  year,  the  usually  prevalent  typhoid  fever  has  not  been 
strongly  in  evidence.  In  one  locality  where  10  cases  of  typhoid 
occurred  the  outbreak  of  the  disease  was  traced  to  the  use  of  a 
polluted  water  supply,  and  the  Government  thereupon  authorised 
an  expenditure  of  £356  in  extending  the  Government  water 
mains  to  the  villages  concerned. 

During  the  year  the  parochial  authorities  were  requested  to 
furnish  returns  to  the  Government  of  the  number  of  cases  of 
phthisis  existing  and  which  have  occurred  in  each  parish  during 
the  previous  five  years.  The  information  supplied  was  not  com- 
plete owing  to  the  absence  of  any  system  of  registration  of  deaths 
in  the  Colony,  but  it  shows  that  in  connection  with  poor  relief 
30  cases  have  been  known  to  the  parochial  medical  officers  during 
the  half  year  in  nine  out  of  Ae  eleven  parishes,  and  368  cases 
and  deaths  have  been  known  or  recorded  durinff  the  previous 
five  years  in  eight  parisheB.  There  is  more  or  less  unanimitj- 
among  the  Board  of  Guardians  and  medical  oScers  as  to  the- 
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jieed  at  a  liospital  for  consumption,  and  this  is  certainly  one  d£ 
the  wants  ol  the  Colony.  Notiung  can,  however,  be  done  in  thia 
direction  until  the  financial  condition  of  the  Colony  has  im- 
proved. 

Dr.  G.  C.  Low,  Craggs  tScholar,  from  the  London  School  of 
Troi»cal  Medicine,  visited  Barbados  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring 
into  the  prevalence  of  malarial  fevers.  He  found  them  non- 
existent in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  "  anopheles " 
mosqnito-  On  the  other  hand,  he  reported  that  the  prevalence 
of  filarial  diseases,  propagated  by  mosquitos  of  another  gentu, 
was  very  alarming,  more  than  13'5  per  cent,  of  600  persons 
examined,  giving  evidence  of  the  presence  of  filarial  embryos  in 
the  blood.  Dr.  Low  formulated  euggeations  for  the  purpose  of 
dimiidshing  this  prevalence  of  filaritd  diseases,  all  of  which,  aft«r 
approval  by  the  Barbados  branch  of  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion, have  been  made  known  as  far  ae  possible.  Dr.  Low  him- 
self gave  three  elementary  lectures  to  sanitary  inspectors,  medical 
men,  and  the  general  public. 

As  showing  the  sceptdcism  which  prevails  with  regard  to  the 
breeding  of  mo6C|uitoB  in  stagnant  water  and  their  being  the 
means  of  propagating  filarial  and  other  prevalent  diseases,  it 
may  be  mentioned  that  a  suggestion  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Health  of  the  parish  of  St.  Michael,  which  includes  the  popaloue 
town  of  Bridgetown,  where  water  stand-pipes  are  numerous, 
that  they  should  pass  a  Bye-law  prohibiting  the  storage  of  water 
in  open  barrels,  casks,  &c.,  for  long  periods  of  time  was  met  by 
the  rejoinder  that  they  "  saw  no  necessity  for  taking  steps  to 
-give  effect  to  the  proposals." 

In  February,  1902,  several  cases  of  small-pox  occurred  in 
Bridgetown,  the  disease  being  traced  to  a  person  arriving  in  the 
Colony  from  Canada.  The  fact  that  a  large  number  of  the 
population  of  the  Island  is  averse  to  vaccination  and  that  no 
system  of  public  vaccination  exists,  places  the  Colony  in  a  more 
or  less  defenceless  condition. 

It  is  proposed  to  present  a  Bill  to  the  Legislature  providing 
for  a  system  of  free  public  vaccination. 

(C.)   SAIflTATlOSr. 

The  actual  work  of  looking  after  the  sanitation  of  the  Colony 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Sanitary  Commissioners  of  each  of  the 
-eleven  parishes  into  which  the  Island  is  partitioned.  They 
are,  as  stated  under  the  head  of  Public  Boards,  appointed  by  the 
parish  vestries.  In  each  parish  there  are  one  or  more  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  the  sanitary  bye-law« 
are  observed  and  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  irregularities 
which  cannot  be  dealt  with  on  the  spot. 

General  health  matters  as,  for  example,  the  making  and  carry- 
.ing  out  of  regnlatioDB  relating  to  yellow  fever,  pingae,  Bmall-pox, 
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and  BO  forth  ore  in  the  lianda  of  the  Cential  Board  of  Health, . 
the  mem'berB  of  which  are  appointed  by  the  Governor.  There 
are  two  health  officers  for  the  Port  of  Bridgetown,  and  a  snm  of  ' 
£700  IB  expended  by  the  Government  in  connection  with  the 
Central  Board  of  Health.  The  coat  of  the  aanitBiy  work  of  each  ■ 
pariah  ie  defrayed  oat  of  the  parochial  rate«  and  taxes. 

(D.)  Climate. 

The  climate  is  excellent,  and  during  the  months  of  December, . 
January,  Felmiary,  March,  and  April  Barbados  is  much  resorted 
to  by  parsons  who  desire  to  escape  an  English  winter.  Throughout 
these  mouths  a  cool,  reft«shing  wind  blows  from  the  sea  across  ■ 
the  Island,  and  as  there  are  several  good  sea-side  hotels  and 
good  sea  bathing  there  is  probably  no  more  pleasant  place  to  - 
visitors  to  the  West  Indies  than  Barbados. 


(1.)  Rainfall. 

The  total  ruofall  for  the  year  taken  at  the  Botanical  Statitm 
was  TO'll  inches,  with  175  days  of  rain  as  compared  with  48*19' 
inches,  and  174  days  of  rain  in  1900.  The  most  rainy  months 
are  July,  August,  September,  and  October,  and  it  is  during 
these  months  that  there  is  most  likelihood  of  hurricanes. 

(2.)   Temperature. 

The  highest  temperature  was  89°  and  the  lowest  68°.  The 
mean  temperature  being  Sl'S*^. 
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VIII,-POSTAL  AND  TELEPHONE  SERVICES. 

The  Poat  OfEioe  basineM  oontdnaeB  to  increase.  It  is  estiiuated^ 
that  since  the  introductioa  of  the  univeraal  \d.  poata^  rate  iu. 
189S,  the  number  of  letters  despatched  from  Barbadoa  annually 
has  increased  by  216,366,  the  jeta  under  review  showing  ml- 
iucieaee  of  84,466  over  the  number  despatched  in  1900. 

Registered  articlee  have  increased  by  3,155,  as  follows :  — 


Reviged  regulations  for  the  sale  of  postage  stamps  1^  stamp  - 
vendors  have  been  issued  and  are  working  satisfactorily.  Sales - 
are  now  more  olosel;  confined  to  the  Poet  Offices  without  in  any 
way  causing  incofivenience  to  the  general  public. 

The  ^stem  under  which  small  «ums  of  money  can  be  remitted 
by  poet  by  means  of  postal  orders  of  fixed  value  has  been  properly 
tried  for  the  first  time,  the  post  offices  in  the  parishes  c^  St. 
Philip,  St.  John,  St.  Peter  and  St.  Lucy  having  been  made 
available  for  the  issue  and  cashing  of  orders.  Hitherto  postal 
orders  were  only  issued  and  cashed  in  Bridgetown  and  the  use- 
ftilnese  of  the  arrangement  was  therefore  almost  entirely  lost. 

By  means  of  money  orders  a  comparatively  lai^  sum  is 
annually  sent  to  perspns  in  Barbados  by  relatives  and  others, . 
many  of  whom  have  emigrated  and  found  remunerative  employ- 
ment in  their  new  homes.  The  following  figures  show  the  sums 
so  sent  during  the  last  two  years :  — 

From  "West  Indian  Colonies :  — 


Year. 

Amonnt. 

1900 

1901 

£        a.    d. 
21,222     1     8 
23,702    6    8 

From  the  United  States- 

Year. 

Amonnt. 

190O 

1901     

£      a.    d. 
2,9H    S    4 
4,010  17    2 
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With  regard  to  these  reimbtaiic«B,  the  Colonial  Postiosffter 
writes  as  folloTH : — 

"  There  was  a  large  inciease  in  the  sunu  remitted  from  the 
United  States  of  America,  which  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact 
that  within  the  last  two  or  three  years  several  persons  from  this 
Island  have  found  emploTment  in  America  and  remitted  money 
back  to  their  relativea.  This  is  also  true  of  the  emigranta 
ii  the  British  West  Indian  Colonies.  The  remittances  from 
British  Ghiiana,  Trinidad,  St.  Lucia,  and  some  other  places 
were,  for  the  most  part,  made  to  people  of  the  labouring  classes 
whose  relatives  abroad  frequently  send  them  money." 

There  is  no  inland  telegraph  service,  but  there  is  a  large  and 
complete  telephone  system.  All  the  district  police  stations  are 
connected  by  telephone  with  the  central  police  station  in  Bridge- 
town, and  tjhis  service  is  under  Governm-ent  conti'ol  laid  super- 
Tifiion.  There  ia  also  a  telephone  service  in  the  hands  of  a 
private  company  which  has  510  subscribers,  Tiie  majority  of 
these  are  in  Bridgetown  where  the  Central  Exchange  is  located, 
but  there  are  also  several  country  subscribers.  Service  is  given 
continuously  night  and  day  at  a  cost  to  each  subscriber  of  £6 
a  year. 

There  are  also  six  Oovemment  semaphore  staitions  in  the 
Island.  Thes©  are  used  only  for  signalling  the  advent  of 
bnrricanes  or  exceptionally  stormy  weather.  The  semaphores 
are  no  longer  worked,  and  the  news  which  is  supplied  by  the 
United  States  Weather  Bureau  is  convoyed  l^  tihe  simple  process 
of  hoisting  two  flag«. 

Cable  communication  with  the  outside  worid  ia  afforded  by  the 
"West  India  and  Panama  Telegraph  Company,  which  receiveo 
from  the  Government  of  Barbados  an  annual  subsidy  o£  £1,500. 
There  are  two  routes  to  the  United  Kingdom  aft«r  the  arrival 
of  messages  at  Jamaica,  one  by  &e  Direct  West  India  Cable 
Company's  line  vid  Bermuda,  and  the  other  the  old  but  less 
direct  route  vtd  the  United  States.  , 


IX— MILITARY  FORCES  AND  EXPENDITURE. 
(R.)  Reqolab  Fobcbs. 

The  garrison  at  the  close  of  tiie  year  consisted  of  the  head- 
quarterB  and  five  companies  of  the  3rd  Battalion  Lancashire 
Fusiliers,  and  two  companies  of  the  2nd  Battalion  West  India 
Regiment,  under  the  command  of  a  major-g^ieral  whose  district 
extends  over  Barbados,  the  Leeward  and  Windward  Islands, 
Trinidad,  and  British  Guiana. 

The  expenditure  upon  the  Imperial  troops  in  Barbados  and 
St.  Lucia  (Windward  Islands)  was  £138,317,  of  which  enin 
£51,817  was  spent  in  Barbados. 
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The  total  amount  paid  l^  the  Colon;  to  the  ofificerB,  non-com- 
miflaioited  officers  and  men  as  allowancee  m  compeiuataon  for 

import  du^  waa  £3,377. 

(B.)  Militia. 
There  is  no  Militia  Force  in  Barbados. 

(C.)   VOLUKTBBES. 

For  several  years  past  the  qoestion  of  forming  a  Yolnnteer 
Corps  haa  been  under  considerartdon,  but  the  matter  had  never 
been  brought  to  a  head  in  consequence  of  Ihe  schemes  put  forward 
being  more  costly  than  the  Colony  could  afford  to  pay  for.  Soon 
after  my  arrival  in  Barbados,  I  recommended  a  very  modest 
scheme,  namely,  the  formation  of  a  force  of  50  artillery  and  60 
infantry,  the  coat  being  set  down  at  i:i,lT6  for  the  hrst  year  and 
£930  for  each  subsequent  year.  This  acheme  met  with  general 
approval,  and  before  the  year  closed  a  Bill  giving  effect  to  it 
had  been  passed  biy  the  I/egialature,  the  mon^  had  been  voted, 
the  requisite  number  of  men  had  been  enroUed,  an  orderly  room 
and  armoury  provided,  and  all  arrangements  made  for  com- 
mencing the  training  of  the  men  on  the  2nd  January,  1903. 

The  Force  was,  I  am  glad  to  record,  added  to  by  the  voluntary 
enrolment  of  60  men  as  cycliata  with  the  auderstonding  that 
they  were  also  to  be  trained  as  infantry.  In  view  of  the  exoellent 
roads  which  exist  everywhere  throughout  the  Colony  the  cyclist 
company  should  prove  most  nsefol. 

The  Imperial  Qovemment  rendered  very  material  assistance 
hy  presenting  the  Force  with  50  magazine  Lee-En£eld  rifles 
and  50  Martini-Enfield  carbines,  one  '303-inch  Uaxim  machine 
gun  with  field  carriage,  and  4'9-pr.  II.M.L.  guns  with  carriages, 
ammunition  waggons  and  limbers,  and  SOO  rounds  of  amma- 
nitioa. 

(D.)   CONSTABULABT. 

The  land  police,  consistdng  of  337  non-commissioned  officers 
and  men  are  armed,  and  are  as  far  as  possible  trained  in  the  use 
of  the  rifle  and  to  move  in  military  formation.  43  constables 
are  mounted  and,  as  opportunity  (^ers,  will  be  annually  put 
through  a  course  of  mounted  infantry  drill.  It  is  proposed  to 
similarly  train  seven  additional  constables  so  as  to  increase  this 
Tery  useful  body  to  50.  The  remainder  oi  the  men  are  tranned 
as  infantry.  The  mounted  men  are  armed  with  the  Martim- 
Enfield  carbine,  and  the  remainder  witdi  the  Martini-Enfield 
rifle. 

In  1901,  893  constables  were  put  through  a  course  of  musketry 
instruction  with  very  fair  results.  Prizes  for  the  encouragement 
of  good  sbootini;  are  awarded.. 
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X,— GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

Befereuce  has  been  made  in.  tluB  report  under  tlie  head  o£ 
"  Gteueral  fievemie  and  Expenditure  "  to  ihe  introduction  on  the 
26th  June,  1899,  of  &  tariff  designed  to  secure  the  admission  into 
Barbados  either  duty  free  or  at  considerably  reduced  rates  of 
products  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  return  for  a  reduction 
of  duty  upon  augur  and  molaesee  exported  to  that  country.  It 
would  be  as  well  to  show  here  what  would  be  the  efEect  of  the 
proposed  reciprocal  Convention,  which  it  may  be  stated  has  not 
yet  been  signed,  to  give  efEect  to  these  arrangements. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  charges  a  duty  of  $1,441 
on  every  100  lbs.  of  89  degrees  tost  Muscovado  sugar.  The  Con- 
vention proposes  to  reduce  this  duty  by  18  cents.  If  Barbados 
were  to  send  an  average  of  50,000  short  tons  ot  2,000  lbs.  each 
to  the  United  States,  the  effect  of  the  reduction  to  the  United 
States  would  be  a  loss  of  revenue  of  £37,500,  and  a  corresponding 
gain  to  the  producer  here.  It  is  estimated  that  the  reduction 
of  duty  upon  and,  in  certain  oases,  the  free  admission  of  articles 
of  commerce  from  the  United  States  will  produce  a  loss  of  revenue 
to  Barbados  of  £30,000  a  year  which  will  have  to  be  made  up  by 
taxing  other  articles  somewhat  more  heavily.  The  poorer  classes 
would  probably  be  the  gainers  should  the  Convention  come  into 
force,  because  foodstuffs  which  are  very  largely  imported  from 
the  United  States  would  be  considerably  cheapened.  It  has 
been  argued  thait  the  whole  of  the  IS  cents  reduction  of  duty  upon 
sugar  imported  into  the  United  States  would  not  find  its  way 
into  the  pockets  of  the  planters,  but  this  pre^supposes  that  the 
planters  are  not  business  men  and  will  let  the  merchants  who 
buy  the  sugar  from  them  and  ship  it  pay  less  per  hogshead  than 
they  ought  to  pay.  The  International  Sugar  Convention  signed 
at  Brussels  on  the  5th  March,  1901,  will,  it  is  hoped,  have  the 
effect  of  restoring  the  market  price  of  sogar  to  a  point  more 
nearly  approximaiting  to  its  value  before  bounties  and  kartels 
were  introduced,  but  as  regards  the  West  Indian  sugar  producing 
islands  like  Barbados,  it  cannot  alter  the  hard  fact  that  the 
freight  charges  for  Muscovado  sugar  eeat  to  the  United  States 
amount  to  less  than  IOj.  a  ton,  whereas  to  London  they  are  26«. 
a  ton. 

The  present  low  price  of  sugar  everywhere  prevailing  ought 
not  to  be  put  down  altogether  to  over-production  due  to  the 
application  oF  the  direct  and  indirect  bounty  system,  for  there 
has  been'  another  cause  at  work,  namely,  the  cheapening  of  the 
piice  of  production  by  the  application  of  a  scientific  process  of 
agriculture  and  the  establishment  of  proper  machinery  for  the 
purpose  of  extracting  the  maximum  quantity  of  juice.  This  is 
a  perfectly  legitimate  means  of  cheeipening  and  results  equally  - 
to  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer  and  the  consumer.  The 
removal  of  bounties  should  restore  the  equilibrium  between 
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demand  and  supply,  and  it  may  then  become  possible  to  mftintain 
a  fair  average  remonerstiTe  price. 

Under  the  bead  oi  Legislation  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
Railway  Act,  Ko.  11,  and  to  the  Caae  Fires  (Prevention)  Acl^ 
Xo.  18,  which  were  passed  daring  the  year,  and  it  may  be  useful 
to  record  the  reaeons  which  led  to  the  paBsing  of  these  Acts 
and  the  results  which  have  been  obtained. 

The  prevalence  of  cane  fires  waa  one  of  the  first  matters  to 
attract  my  attention.  They  were  made  prominent  not  only  by 
their  number  but  by  the  extraordinary  fact  that  no  concerted 
steps  were  being  made  t^  ascertain  the  prevailing  cause  of 
them  and,  in  the  case  of  incendia^  fires,  to  bruig  the  incendiaries 
to  justice.  The  magistrates  had  power  to  hold  an  enquiry  in 
every  case,  but  the  power  had  not  been  exercised  since  1879 
becaiuse  it  was  feared  that  persistent  enquiry  would  lead  the 
labouring  population  to  think  that  they  had  only  to  set  fire  to 
a  cane  field  to  eneure  their  having  an  opportunity  afforded  them 
of  making  known  their  real  or  supposed  grievances,  and  that- 
more  harm  than  good  might  be  done. 

The  fires  are  best  classified  as  follows: — acts  of  incendiarism, 
sparks  from  railway  locomotives,  smi^ng  in  the  cane  fields,  and 
accidents. 

My  opinion  that  active  steps  should  be  taken  towards  stamping 
out  or  at  any  rate  minimising  cane  fires  was  readily  adopted  by 
the  Legislature,  with  the  result  that  the  Bailawy  Act,  No.  11, 
dealing  with  sparks  from  locomotives  and  the  Cane  Fires  (Pre- 
vention) Act,  PTo.  18,  which  prohibits  smoking  in  a  field  of  canes 
and  authorises  the  offer  of  rewards  fw  information  which  may 
lead  to  the  conviction  of  persons  for  arson  were  passed.  At  the 
same  time  a  more  rigid  system  of  police  patrolling  was  intro- 
duced, and  the  magistrates  were  ordered  to  hold  an  enquiry  la 
every  case. 

The  period  from  the  let  December  to  the  Slat  March  is  that 
during  which  cane  fires  sre  most  prevalent,  and  the  following 
figures  show  the  result  of  the  action  taken :  — 


Claasification  of  Cane  Fireo. 

Team. 

Inceodiarj. 

Tobacco 
Smoking, 

Railwa; 
Locomotives 

and 
Unknown. 

Totals 

1898-1899... 
1899-1900... 
190(W901... 
1901-1902... 

63 
112 
86 
46 

1 
1 

4        ]            27 
3        i            58 
13                    71 
1                      S 

94 
174 
171 

56 

Note — Under  the  head  of  Accidents  and  unknQwn  are  probibly  indaded 
firsa  reallj  dne  to  incendiariBm  and  smoking. 
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The  reaolt  is  satiBfactory  ae  far  a«  it  goes.  The  labourer  Kas 
yet  to  be  taught  that  cane  fires  neceBsarily  dimimsh  the  output 
of  Eugair  and  bo  affect  the  fund  available  for  wages  and  that  he 
is  as  much  interested  aa  any  one  else  in  preventing  firee.  Fur- 
ther, the  conspiracy  of  silence  with  which  the  crime  of  incen- 
diarism is  hedged  around  has  to  be  broken  down.  The  Govern- 
ment  often  knows  by  whom  a  fire  has  been  set  but  prosecution 
is  prevented  by  inability  to  obtain  reliable  evidence.  Only  in 
one  case  was  an  incendiary  brought  to  justice.  There  had  been 
a  succession  of  cane  fires  at  plantation  "  Sandy  Lane  "  and  a 
cordon  of  detectives  had  been  placed  there.  The  miscreant  waa 
oai^ht  red-handed.  A  special  sessian  of  the  High  Court  was 
held  and,  the  evidence  being  concluBive,  the  man  was  convicted 
and  received  a  sentence  of  10  years'  penal  servitude. 

In  October  it  was  decided  to  locate  some  of  the  Boer  prisoners 
in  Barbados,  and  arrangements  were  at  once  made  for  their  re- 
ception. A  site  known  as  *'  Fortescue "  was  selected  for  the 
location  of  the  Boer  leaders^  and  the  ordinary  prisoners  of  war 
were  to  have  been  placed  on  large  and  extensive  pasture  lands 
designated  by  the  military  authorities,  "  Crane  Camp."  Both 
sites  overlooked  the  sea  on  the  windward  side  of  the  Island, 
and  were  in  every  way  suitable.  The  termination  of  the  Boer 
war  necessarily  caused  an  abandonment  of  the  scheme,  but  the 
formation  of  the  two  camps  gave  employment  to  a  large  number 
of  persons  at  a  time  when  work  was  shick,  and  when  owing  to 
the  untoward  condition  of  tihe  si^ar  industry  money  was  scarce. 
Begrets  have  not  unnaturally  been  expressed  at  the  loss  of  trade 
consequent  upon  the  non-arrival  of  the  Boers,  but  they  have 
been  more  than  counterbalanced  1^  the  generail  feeling  of  pleasure 
at  the  termination  of  the  war  and  at  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
terminated. 

In  consequence  of  a  very  heavy  and  continuous  rainfaiU  on 
the  2Sth,  29th  and  30th  September,  a  very  serious  land  movement 
manifested  itself  on  the  1st  October  in  the  north-eastern  district 
of  the  Island  at  BoscobeL  The  whole  area  between  the  range 
of  hills  and  the  sea  commenced  to  slide  forward  towards  the  sea, 
and,  in  the  movement,  to  break  up  the  surface,  causing  deep 
fissures  and  destroying  tho  roads  and  buildingB,  Some  85 
houses  were  broken  down  and  about  500  persons  rendered  home- 
less. A  public  meeting  was  held  in  Bridgetown  at  which  a 
relief  fund  was  started,  and  a  sum  sufficient  to  meet  all  reasonable 
claims  was  very  generously  subscribed. 

The  year  witnessed  many  changes  in  the  Government  service. 

Mr.  Balph  Williams,  C.M.Q.,  Colonial  Secretary,  was  ap- 
pointed Resident  Commissioner  of  British  Bechuanaland,  and 
left  Barbados  on  the  13th  April,  being  succeeded  later  1^  Mr. 
F,  J.  Newton,  C.M.G.,  Colonial  Secretary  of  British  Honduras. 

Dr.  F.  B.  Archer  who  had  for  a  long  period  held  the  appoint- 
ments of  Yisiting  Surgeon  of  the  General  Hospital,  Assistant' 
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Healtli  Officer,  and  Sarveyor  of  Batchers'  Meat,  died  on  the 
2mh  September,  1901 

Dr.  A.  Field  who  had  held  the  post  of  Medical  Superinteadent 
of  the  Lunatic  Asylum  siace  the  lat  of  January,  1879,  died  on  the 
30th  December. 

Dr.  Thomas  Bowen  resigned  his  appointments  of  Health  Officer, 
Surgeon  of  Olendairy  Prison,  and  Medical  to  Police  and  Fire 
Brigade,  DiBtrict  "  A,"  from  the  12th  of  September. 

The  Honourable  John  Kellman  who  had  held  a  Beat  in  the 
Legislative  Council  for  a  period  of  17  years,  resigned  on  account 
of  ill-health,  and  waa  succeeded  by  Mr.  J.  Gardiner  Austin,  a 
Member  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  Mr.  Kellman  died  on  the 
9tih  September. 

The  roads  of  the  Colony  are,  aa  a  general  rule,  excellent,  and 
are  well  looked  after  by  the  Highway  Commissioners.  In  the 
low-lying  lands  on  the  windward  side  of  the  Island  tliere  has 
been  considerable  difficulty  in  maintaining  the  roads  in  order 
in  consequence  of  land  moTementfi  due  to  the  excessive  rainfalL 
The  road  was  carried  away,  and  bridges  were  destroyed  in  many 
places.  It  became  necessary  under  the  circumstances  for  the 
Oovemment  to  make  a  special  grant  of  money  to  supplement 
tiie  parochiail  revenues,  namely,  £200  to  the  parish  of  St.  Joseph, 
and  £150  to  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew. 

The  railway  which  runs  from  Bridgetown  to  St.  Andrew,  a 
distance  of  28  miles,  is  in.  the  hands  of  a  private  company.  It 
runs  two  trains  daily  in  both  directions,  and  although  eA  present 
not  financially  successful  should  in  the  future,  if  the  sugar 
industry  revives,  prove  to  be  so. 

During  the  year  the  renewal  of  the  bridge  across  the  careenage, 
now  known  as  the  Victoria  Bridge,  was  completed,  amd  the  bridge 
opened  for  traffic  on  20th  January,  1902.  Considerable  progress 
has  also  been  made  in  the  renewal  in  some  places  and  strengthen- 
ing of  the  two  sides  of  careenage  known  locadly  as  the  wharf 
walls. 

The  rate  of  wages  for  agricultural  work  varies  from  IQd.  to 
It.  6d.  per  day  for  men,  6d.  to  lOd.  for  women  and  from  3d,  to 
Gd.  per  day  for  children.  Although  the  rate  of  wages  may  appear 
low  when  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  the  dwellers  in  temperate 
climes  who  have  to  supply  themselves  with  warm  clothing  and 
extra  fuel  and  food  in  the  winter  months,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  Barbados  labourer  only  needs  light  cotton  clothing 
when  at  his  daily  avocation,  and  a  light  wooden  building  for  his 
dwelling. 

It  may,  therefore,  be  said  that  the  rate  of  wages,  althot^h 
small,  are  not  out  of  proportion  to  the  cost  of  living,  which  is 
about  five  cents  per  day,  provided  the  labourer  obtains  continuoufl 
employment.  This,  however,  is  at  present  far  from  the  ease,  as 
it  is  only  during  the  reaping  of  the  sugar  crop  that  continuous 
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work  is  obtainable.  From  Au^Bt  to  the  end  of  December  many 
oi  ibe  agricultural  labourerB  BufEer  greatly  from  wast  owing  to 
the  inability  of  the  BUgai  estates  to  provide  contdnuoue  occupation 
consequent  upon  the  low  price  of  sugar. 

There  is  no  opening  for  white  labour  in  Barbados. 

The  social  condition  of  the  people  of  Barbados  cannot  be 
regarded  as  saitisfactory.  To  a  superficial  observer  it  would  not 
appear  to  be  distresaful,  but  there  is  nevertheless  considerable 
distress  underlying  general  appearances.  The  necesaiiy  for  cur- 
tailing expenses  in  every  direction  in  the  production  of  sugar 
has  increased  the  already  existing  penury  among  the  labouring 
classee.  The  following  extracts  frtun  reports  made  to  the 
parochial  authorities  will  depict  the  state  of  things  better  than 
amy  words  of  mine: — 

Extract  from  the  quarterly  report,  July  to  September,  of  the 
Medical  OfiBcer  for  Mio  pEuish  of  St.  Thomas :  — 

"  Foveirty  is  steadily  increasing  throughout  the  Island,  and 
unless  some  system  of  emigration  under  Government  control  be 
established  to  induce  our  people  to  cultivate  the  fertile  islands 
in  our  immediate  neighbourhood,  the  keeping  alive  of  such  a 
large  and  numerous  population  as  is  represented  by  our  labouring 
dasses  will  be  a  problem  far  beyond  the  power  of  our  parochial 
eyettim  of  poor  relief,  and  indeed  will  tax  to  the  utmost  the 
resources  of  any  Q-ovemment.  Already  I  can  clearly  see  that 
tJie  present  system  of  poor  relief  is  inadequate,  and  there  is  a 
vast  amount  of  poverty  verging  on  starvation  which  is  being 
patiently  borne  1^  thousands  of  our  labouring  classes." 

Extract  from  the  minute  book  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Thomas,  October,  1901 :— 

"  The  local  inspector  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board 
to  the  extreme  poverty  (5  the  labourers  in  the  parish,  and 
especially  to  the  children ;  that  he  considered  they  were  most  of 
them  sufiering  from  want  of  proper  and  suffici^it  food,  and  that 
the  strength  of  the  labourer  wbs  greatly  reduced,  and  for  the 
want  of  food  he  could  not  now  perform  a  day's  work  as  hereto- 
fore, and  that  the  children  were  really  dying  for  want  of  proper 
food  and  care,  and  suggested  that  some  means  be  ad(^>ted  to  give 
them  something  to  eat.  The  matter  was  discussed  by  the  B<^d, 
who  were  of  opinion  thait  this  state  of  things  was  correct  and  that 
they  would  consider  the  matter." 

Extract  from  the  quarterly  report,  October  to  December,  of  the 
Medical  OfGcer  for  the  parish  of  St.  Lucy :  — 

"  One  cannot  help  observing  the  very  low  state  of  the  general 
healtih  of  the  majority  of  the  labouring  class.  Their  power  of 
resistance  to  any  disease  of  am  epidemic  form  would  be  very 
slight,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  want  of  proper  and  sufBcient 
nourishment  is  the  cause  of  their  present  state  of  health." 

I  cannot  do  better  than  close  this  report  with  a  reference  to 
emigration,  which  is  regarded  by  most  people  ae  the  panacea  for 
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all  tronblea  ariBiug  from,  orer-populatioa  or  a,  decreasing  wages 
'  iund.  Uniortunaialy,  tlie  Barbadian  is  personally  averse  to 
leaving  his  countiy,  amd  few  of  the  neigbbouring  colomes  are 
willing  to  receive  him  becauee  of  big  general  independence  of 
cbaracter  which  chafes  against  the  restraints  necessarily  im- 
posed npon  immigrants.  An.  opportunity  occurred  during  the 
year  of  affording  the  unemployed  and  eemi-deatitute  an  oppor- 
tunity of  emigrating  in  lar^  numbers  to  Ecuador,  where  a 
railway  is  under  construotion  by  a  firm  of  English  contractors. 
The  contractors  sent  an  agent  to  Barbados  to  collect  labourers, 
but  only  a  comparatively  few  persons  were  indentured,  and 
although  eveiy  assistance  was  givea  to  the  agent  bis  mission 
proved  a  failure. 

Although  the  pressure  of  population  tonxs  the  Barbadian 
native  to  be  industrious  and  hard-working  while  living  in 
Barbados,  It  is  open  to  doubt  whether  these  desirable  qualities 
remain  when  he  is  relieved  from  the  stem  necessity  of  con- 
tinuous dadly  toil. 

It  is  well  known  that  t^e  Barbadian  regards  his  native  home 
with  much  pride  and  affection,  and  that  when  he  makes  a  little 
money  elsewhere  his  thoughts  are  towards  the  land  of  his  birth, 
amd  his  wish  is  to  get  back  to  it.  These  facts  cannot  be  dis- 
regarded in  connection  with  any  scheme  of  emigration.  They 
lead  one  to  think  that  the  establishment  of  the  indenture  system 
would  on  the  whole  prove  more  agreeable  and  therefore  more 
successful  than  any  scheme  which  means  permanent  expatriation. 
But  on  the  other  bsmd,  the  Barbadian  native,  like  every  negro,  is 
averse  to  being  bound  by  contracts.  They  carry  bis  mind  back 
to  the  condition  of  the  people  before  the  days  of  emancipation, 
and  be  sees  only  in  contracts  a  form  subtly  devised  by  the  white 
man  for  replacing  the  yoke  of  slavery  round  bis  neck.  Emigra- 
tion under  contract  has  more  than  once  been  tried  witb  the 
Barbadian,  and  has  invariably  failed.  Nevertheless,  for  short 
periods  of  two  years,  accompanied  with  special  terms,  contracts 
might  succeed. 

The  question  of  emigrating  Batrbadians  has  been  fnlly  threshed 
out.  Many  schemes  have  been  propounded  but  in  all  of  them 
the  question  how  to  overcome  the  intense  aversion  of  the 
Barbadian  to  leave  Barbados  excepting  for  short  intervals  remains 
unsolved.  And  now  there  is  the  added  difGcnlty  of  lack  of 
funds  to  cairry  out  any  system  of  emigration. 

I  have,  Ac, 

7.  M.  HoDosoir. 
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No.  343. 


BASUTOLAND. 


REPOET    FOR   1900-1901. 

(For  Report  for  1899,  lee  No.  313.) 


J^neenttli  lo  both  goners  of  iliirliaiuEut  bj;  Commaiil)  of  "Sixa  ^aitet^. 

December,  1901. 


LONDON: 

FBDITED    FOB    HIS    MAJESTY'S    STATIONEET    OPPICH, 

Bt  DABLINQ  k  SON,  Ltd.,  34-10,  Bacoh  Stbkzt,  E. 

,1  tlirongfi  U17  Bookwlter,  from 

Dnr»   Stribt,  Flm"  ° "  ' 

I,  AsnrsDoii  Stbbbt,  WssnniisTXk,  S.V   . 
or  OLIVEB  t  BOYD,  EonsiiBaH; 
r  E.  PONSONBY.  116,  Obavton  Strkbt,  Dubltv. 


[Cd.  788-is.]     Pnoe  2^d. 
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The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majesty's 
<!olonlal  PossessionB  have  been  iasned,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bonrcea  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 

ANNTIAL. 


No. 

Colony. 

Year. 

329 

Bermnda           

1900 

323 

St  Helena         

324 

8ien»  Leone     

"l 

326 

Oambia 

326 

BvbadoB           

327 

Bahamu 

328 

Turin  and  Gaioos  Ltlandfl       -     

329 

Blalta      

330 

331 

Fiji         

332 

St.  Lucia           

333 

FiJkknd  Idaiida         

334 

335 

Manritini          

336 

Britirii  New  Guinea 

1699-1900 

33; 

Leeward  Isianda         

1900 

338 

Trinidad  and  Tobuo 

339 

Btitiab  HonduTaB        

340 

Hong  Kong       

„ 

341 

Ceylon 

Gibraltar           

342 

' 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Sobjeot 

1 

GoldCoart 

Eoonomic  Agricoltnre. 

2 

Tlnlnlond         

Powsta. 

3 

Sierra  Leone 

Geol<^7  and  Botaatj. 

4 
S 

Bahamas        

EniisTation. 
SiwriDdnrtry. 

7 

a:^ti-    :::    :;; 

Bubonic  Pls^e 
Mineral  Baeouroaa 

8 

Weatem  Pacific        

British  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Donunioa       

AfincDltore. 

10 

Virgin  iBlanda          

Condition  during  1897. 
Afrionltnre  in  (&rriaoon. 
Vital  StatUticB,  1898. 
Trade,1899. 
Fibie  Industry. 

11 

12 
13 

Angnilla         

Oook  Islanda 

14 

Knhnmai        

15 

Canada           

Legal    Status    of  BritJab    North 
American  Indians. 

16 

UiKellaneoUB  Ooloniee        ... 

Medical  BeportH. 

17 

QUbert  and  Bllioe  Islands   ... 

BepcR^  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Beport    on    Operationi     in    New 
Territory  during  1900. 
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No.  343. 
BASUTOLAND. 

(For  Beport  for  1899,  m  So.  318.) 


High  Comhissioneb  Lobd  Milheb  to 
Mb.  Chambeblais. 

High  CommiasioQer's  Office, 
JohanneBburg, 

October  lltt,  1901. 
Sib, 

I  HATB  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  informatioD  a 
copT  of  a  despatch  from  the  Kesident  CommisBioDer,  on]  the 
snbject  of  Baautohtnd  affiiirs  during  the  year  ended  30th  June, 
1901. 

I  have,  &c., 

MlLNBB, 
Hiffh  Commitsioner. 
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BiniTo- 

LAND, 


FEOM  THE  ACTING    RESIDENT  COMMISSIONER, 
IJOWsbl  MASERU,  TO  HIGH  COMMISSIONER, 

JOHANNESBURG. 


Reeident  Conuniasioner's  Office, 

Maseru,  Basotolaikl, 

September,  1901. 
Mt  Lobd, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  Your  Lordship  my 
Report  upon  Basutolaud  affairs  daring  the  rear  ended  30th  June, 
1901,  together  with  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Acting  Govem- 
ment  Secretary,  the  Assistant  Conuniseioneis,  and  the  Medical 
Officers. 

Political. 

The  newa  of  the  death  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  came 
as  a  particular  shock  to  the  Basuto,  by  whom  for  many  years  the 
name  and  personality  o£  our  late  sovereign  had  heen  associated 
with  every  idea  of  might,  justice,  and  mercy.     The  ceremony  of 

Jroclaiming  the  accession  of  His  Majesty  the  King  took  place  at 
laseru  on  the  31st  January,  1901.  The  gathering  was  attended 
by  every  chief  of  importance  in  Basutoland,  and  on  behalf  of 
the  nation  the  Paramount  Chief  Lerothodi  begged  that  an  address 
might  be  forwarded,  expreBSing  the  sympamy  of  himself  and 
his  people  with  the  royal  famOy,  and  praying  respectfully  for 
a  continuance  of  the  lavour  and  protection  of  the  throne  of 
England.  Not  unnaturally  there  was,  underlying  all  expressions 
of  sympathy  and  loyalty,  a  certain  feeling  of  apprehension  that  a 
change  of  rulers  might  mean  a  change  of  policy  towards  the 
Basuto  and  other  natives  ;  but  agracioug  message  from  the  King 
assarmg  the  chiefs  and  people  of  His  Majcbty's  b^evolent  interest 
in  their  welfare  has  since  dispelled  these  fears. 

The  history  of  Basutoland  for  the  year  under  report  has  been 
uneventful  so  far  as  the  internal  condition  of  the  country  has 
been  affected.  The  unfortunate  intertribal  quarrels  which  not 
infrequently  disturb  the  peace  have  been  few  in  number,  and  not  of 
ereat  importance  in  themselves  nor  serious  in  their  results.  Twice 
during  the  year  in  Leribe  District  the  jealousies  existing  between 
the  chiefs  have  culminated  in  brawls  in  which  firearms  have  been 
used  and  life  has  been  Inst.  The  details  of  the  disturbances  are 
not  of  general  interest,  and  it  is  sufficient  to  place  upon  record 
the  fact  that  the  senior  chiefs  deseire  credit  for  having  restrained 
and  kept  within  limits  the  turbulence  of  the  younger  men  and 
liieir  followers,  and  that  the  ringleaders  in  each  case  were  tried 
and  suitably  punished. 
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It  Bhjs  much  for  the  peaceful  character  of  the  Basuto  that  the     Basuto- 
numerouB  outstaudiii^  differeuceB  and  dieputes  as  to  rights  orer       land, 
land  existing  in  almost  every  section  of  the  country  should,  at   1900-1901, 
such  a  period  of  general   unsettlement,  have   led   to  do   more        ~~~ 
serioilB  resort  to  arms  than  the  incidents  which  I  hare  referred 
to.     A   few  of  such  cases  have  been   peacefully  and  properly 
adjusted  in  our  courts,  but  many  remam  to  be  dealt  with  at  a 
suitable   time.     The   chiefs,  without  exception,   are  proud   and 
jealous   of  their   rights,  any  real  or  fancied  invasion  of  which 
lurouses  in  them  violent  passions  strikingly  at  variance  with  their 
usual   mild   demeanour.     It  is  impossible  not  to  recognize  the 
good  sense  and  self-control  exhibited  by  many  of  them. 

PeiliaiM  the  most  important  matter  which  will  have  to  be  dealt 
with  in  the  future  is  the  case  of  the  Chief  Joel  Molapo,  against 
whom  some  serious  charges  will  have  to  be  brought  in  due  time. 
Joel  has  during  the  year  made  approaches  in  the  shape  of  letters 
and  messages  asking  for  consideration  and  clemency,  and  has  also 
sent  in  to  ois  magistrate  a  sum  of  money  which  he  has  collected 
as  hut  tax  among  hie  people.  There  is  no  doubt  that  he  has 
latterly  been  able  to  see  that  he  committed  a  grave  political  error 
in  allowing  himself  to  be  so  deeply  compromised  as  the  tool  of 
Boer  intriguers  in  the  early  part  of  the  campaign.  But  I  regret 
to  say  that  his  conduct  continues  to  be  very  questionable ;  it  would 
be  unfair  to  Joel  to  prejudge  his  case  or  to  assume  too  hastily 
that  all  charges  made  gainst  him  were  well  founded.  But  the 
portion  of  the  Orange  Kiver  Colony  bordering  upon  his  ward  is 
rugged  and  difficult  of  access  to  troops,  and  in  these  comparatively 
secure  retreats  bands  of  armed  Boers  have  been  lurkuig  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  year.  Their  presence  and  their  boasts 
that  they  were  successfuUy  defying  the  British  troops  may  have 
counteracted  the  salutary  effect  which  the  surrender  of  Prinsloo's 
forces  undoubtedly  had  in  July,  1900.  Unpleasant  rumours  arc 
still  current  to  the  effect  that  Joel  has  and  does  still  give  the 
Boers  in  arms  both  sympathy  and  assistance. 

The  affairs  of  the  Moputhi  Chief  Mocheko  also  remain  to  be 
dealt  with,  and  the  location  of  this  troublesome  person  will  have 
to  be  defined,  Mocheko  claims  land  rights  and  cuieftanship  to  a 
preposterous  and  inadmissible  extent,  and  in  view  of  his  personal 
character  it  will  be  necessary  to  strictly  limit  his  spnere  of 
influence. 

The  protracted  hostilities  in  South  Africa  no  longer  occasion 
excitement  in  the  minds  of  the  Baauto.  In  spite  of  rumours 
which  have  been  circulated  by  interested  persons  to  the  effect  that 
the  English  were  getting  "  tired,"  the  Basuto  have  long  been  able 
to  see  that  the  Boers  have  been  hopelessly  beaten,  and  although 
the  bands  in  the  field  may  be  able  for  a  time  to  prolong  an  annoy- 
ing guerilla  warfare,  the  issue  of  the  struggle  has  since  the 
occupation  of  Bloemfontein  been  clearly  foreseen  by  the  natives. 
The  evacuation  bv  our  troops  of  certam  border  towns  and  some 
103SO  AS 
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minor  disasters  that  have  befallen  the  British  foTcea  have  been 
emliarrassiiig  incidents,  somewhat  tryine  to  the  faith  of  our  beat 
'  friends,  and  afibrding  satisfaction  to  the  minds  of  a  school  of 
native  politicians,  who  in  the  difSculties  of  the  G-ovemment  see 
the  opportunities  of  the  governed. 

In  September,  1900,  when  for  a  few  days  the  small  garrison  of 
Ladybrand  was  surrounded  by  Boer  commandoes,  Lerothodi 
promptly  responded  to  a  call  made  upon  him  and  came  at  short 
notice  to  Maseru  with  a  considerable  body  of  Basuto  as  a 
demonstration  in  support,  of  the  defence. 

The  Basnto  have  watched  the  latter  stages  of  the  war  in  a 
quiet,  undemonstrated,  but  very  observant  manner,  and,  con- 
vinced as  they  now  are  of  the  over-whelming  power  of  Great 
Britain,  are  regarding  the  struggle  bei^  fought  out  as  a  test 
of  our  endurance  and  determination.  The  moral  effect  of  the 
great  campaign  which  has  been  carried  on  under  their  eyes  will 
be  complete  only  when  they  see  the  last  Boer  conunando  driven 
from  the  field.  The  natives  have  shrewdly  extracted  every 
possible  advantage  from  the  situation  by  carrying  on  a  brisk  trade 
in  ponies,  cattle,  and  produce  at  war  prices.  Industrious  as  they 
are  and  ever  ready  to  work  for  good  wages,  they  have  been  en- 
roUedin  thousands  for  employment  in  the  non-combatant  branches 
of  the  army.  It  has  been  a  source  of  satisfaction  that  during  a 
period  of  closure  of  the  usual  labour  centres  the  people  have  been 
able  to  preserve  their  habits  of  industry  and  contribute  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  in  this  way.  And  the  employment  of 
the  natives  with  the  army  must  have  had  an  educative  effect.  The 
spectacle  of  the  enormous  numbers  of  troops  employed  cannot 
fail  to  have  impressed  a  sense  of  the  power  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment upon  the  minds  of  these  labourers  who  have  returned  to 
their  villages  with  their  stories  from  the  front.  The  discipline 
they  have  been  under  nil!  also,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  have  its  good 
effect  upon  them. 

Correct  as  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  bulk  of  the  people  and 
chiefs,  the  temptation  of  being  able  to  loot  deserted  border  farms 
has  proved  too  great  for  many  individuals,  and  in  one  instance  a 
whole  clan  (the  Batanng)  yielded  to  local  excitement  and  crossed 
the  border  to  plunder.  Such  acts  have  been  dealt  with  by  the 
prompt  punishment  of  every  person  who  has  been  concerned,  and 
restoration  of  looted  property  has  been  enforced. 

The  Paramount  Chief  has  shown  a  renewed  interest  in  the 
scheme  for  the  establishment  o£  a  Native  Council  for  Basutoland. 
He  has  the  support  in  the  matter  of  most  of  the  leading  chiefs 
and  councillors,  and  it  may  be  possible  during  the  coming  year  to 
shape  definitely  the  proposals  for  the  constitution  and  nmctions 
of  a  representative  assembly  for  the  discussion  of  public  affiiirs. 

The  military  occupation  of  the  Orange  Kiver  Colony  has  had 
the  result  of  rendering  it  almost  impossible  for  the  Basuto  to 
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obtain  liquor  on  that  border.     The  total  arrests  made  by  the     Bapwo 
police  for  liquor  smusgling  amounted  to  only  14,  and  these  were   ,-iJH|?It,, 
all  in  the  districts  of  Qachas  Nek,  Quthing,  and  Mohale's  Hoek,  of   ^^^     "• 
which  the  borders  are  coDternunouB  with  the  Cape  CoIodt.     There 
18  no  doubt  that  there  haa  been  less  brandy  drinking  m  Basato- 
land  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  than  at  any  previous  time. 
The  determined  drinkers  hare  had  to  send  either  to  East  Griqua- 
land  or  to  the  northern  border  of  the  Cape  Colony  to  obtain 
spirits,  and  the  length  of  the  journey  and  the  danger  of  intercep- 
tion by  police  patrols  hare  deterred  all  but  the  most  incorrigible 
emngglers.     It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped,  in  the  interests  of  the 
Baauto,  that  the  liquor  trade  with  natives  may  never  be  permitted 
to  revive  in  the  Orange  River  Colony,  and  that  the  facilities  for 
obtaining  drink  in  the  Cape  Colotual  territories  may  also  be 
curtailed. 


The  punctuality  and  completeness  with  which  the  hut  tax  has 
been  paid  is  typical  of  the  wise  and  dutiful  conduct  of  the  chiefs 
and  people  dunng  an  unsettled  period.  The  balance  to  credit  of 
the  administration  has  been  largely  increased,  as  it  has  been 
impossible  during  the  troublous  times  of  the  past  two  years  to 
develop  any  schemes  for  the  benefit  of  the  country  or  to  undertake 
some  desirable  pubhc  works.  The  Customs  earnings  have 
exceeded  expectations,  and  probably  would  have  been  stiU  higher 
bat  for  the  interruption  of  traffic  by  mihtary  operations,  rinder- 
pest, &c. 

TbADE,   AOBICULT0BB,   AND   InDDSTBIES. 

Statistical  returns  are  included  in  the  Government  Secretary's 
report.  A  rather  striking  feature  of  these  returns  is  the  increase 
in  the  value  of  exports ;  this  is  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  it  has 
been  possible  to  send  to  Bloemfontein  and  Aliwal  a  portion  of  the 
accumulated  stock  of  grain  in  the  country,  but  in  a  greater 
measure  to  the  export  m.  ponies  for  military  purposes.  Of  these, 
more  than  15,000  nave  been  sent  out,  making  a  total  of  20,000 
horses  drawn  from  Basutoland  for  the  use  of  the  army.  The 
valae  of  this  horse  export  trade  is  assessed  at  £262,991,  out  this 
does  not  represent  a  cash  trade  of  that  amount,  as  most  of  the 
horses  were  bartered  for  cattle.  The  labour  returns  under  the 
circuntstances  are  satisfactory,  and  the  conduct  and  utility  of  the 
Basuto  labourers  is  as  a  rule  favourably  reported  upon  by  the 
officers  in  charge  of  military  departments. 

Rinderpest  made  its  appearance  near  Maseru  early  in  May, 
having  been  introduced  &om  the  Orange  River  Colony,  and  has 
since  slowly  but  surely  spread,  ^ntil  most  districts  of  Basutoland 
are  now  more  or  less  affected  by  it.  By  vigorous  measures  of 
quarantine  and  bile-inoculation  it  has  been  possible  to  limit  the 
mortality  amongst  the  cattle.    A  remftrkalne  change  has  been 
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IlAfDTO*  obeerrable  in  the  attitude  of  the  Datives  with  r^ard  to  inocula- 
iM^ittii  ^^°°  °^  '^®"'  ^^^^^^  since  the  last  outbreak  of  thia  disease  in  1897, 
IWQ-  90U  when  it  was  difficult,  and  almost  dangerous,  to  press  them  to 
adopt  the  treatanent.  During  the  present  outbreak  (the 
advantf^es  of  inoculation  being  recognised)  the  difticulty  has 
been  to  restrain  the  owners  of  cattle  from  unauthorised  and  un- 
controlled inoculation ;  an  alteration  of  native  opinion  in  this 
simple  matter  which  is  illuetratiTe  of  the  process  under  which 
superstitious  and  ignorant  prgudice  is  losing  its  hold  upon  the 
people. 

Education. 

The  educational  work  of  the  missions  has  been  steadily  carried 
on,  and  retumB  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  both  schools 
and  scholars  in  the  country.  Simple  religious  and  moral  teaching 
and  elementary  education  appear  best  adapted  to  the  needs  of  a 
native  peasant ;  but  it  seems  impossible  to  withhold  some  higher 
education  from  a  certain  percentag-e  of  scholars.  It  is  almost 
pathetic  to  observe  the  eagerness  with  which  some  native  parents 
desire  higher  education  for  their  children.  The  subssquent 
careers  oi  these  young  people  do  not  always  appear  to  be  worthy 
of  the  sacrifices  their  parents  have  made  on  their  behalf.  The 
mission  societies  have  this  year  received  an  increased  grant 
towards  education. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  education,  It  has  to  be 
recorded  that  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  for 
two  years  past  been  sending  a  few  ministers  and  catechists  into 
Basutoland.  No  serious  work  has  yet  been  attempted  by  this 
body,  nor  have  they  attracted  many  of  the  adherents  of  the 
existing  mission  churches  ;  but  the  possible  political  significance 
of  the  movement  should  not  be  overlooked.  It  is  imder  the 
influence  of  American  Negro  Methodists,  and  aims  at  the 
establishment  in  South  Africa  of  a  native  church  independent 
of  the  control  of  European  missionaries. 

Hospitals. 

The  Medical  OfiScers'  reports  present  a  gummary  of  the  work 
done.  Military  hospitals  have  been  organised  and  managed  by 
our  medical  officers  at  Maseru,  Mafeteng,  and  Leribe,  and  in 
these  have  been  received  and  treated  many  patients  sent  in  from 
the  British  columns.  The  Medical  Officers  have  dealt  with  the 
extraordinary  demands  upon  their  energy  and  resourcea,  with 
praiseworthy  zeal. 

Judicial  Statistics. 

The  work  of  the  Native  Mounted  Pohoe  has  been  well  done. 
Statistics  are  furnished  in  the  Government  Secretary's  report. 
There  have  been  an  unusual  number  of  cases  of  theft  due  to 
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th«  temptation — irresistible  to  some  of  the  Baento — afforded  b;     Rasdtok 
the  removal  of  owners  of  border  famiB  and  tfae  unprotected  state       lasd, 
of  the  .toct.  '90M90I 

Vital  Statisticb. 

In  compliaDce  with  inBtructions  from  the  High  CommiasioDer, 
an  estimate  of  the  population  was  carefully  prepared,  and  the 
figures,  as  compared  with  the  ceusus  oi  1891,  are  given  in  the 
Secretary's  report.  It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  European 
refneees  now  are  three  times  as  numerous  as  the  usual  white 
rerioents  in  the  country.  These  refugees  are  mostly  Boer  farmers 
and  their  families  from  the  border  districts. 

(jrENBBAL    ObBERVATIONS. 

Basutoland  has  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  peace  though 
surroimded  by  territories  suffering  from  the  ravages  of  war.  It 
has  been  possible  under  these  circumstances  to  preserve  internal 
order,  to  collect  the  revenue,  and  to  administer  justice.  The 
missioDB  have  been  able  to  carry  on  their  useful  labours  for  the 
enlightenment  of  the  people,  and  trade  and  agriculture  have  been 
fairly  prosperous. 

That  the  administration  has  been  to  the  above  extent  successful 
is  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  able  and  experienced  staff  of 
officers,  whose  services  I  beg  to  bring  to  Your  Excellency's 
notice. 

So  much  in  Basutoland  depends  on  the  disposition  and  conduct 
of  the  chiefs,  who  exercise  great  power  of  control  over  the  people, 
that  in  reviewing  a  year  of  government  it  is  just  to  report  that 
the  Paramount  Chief  Lerothodi  and  other  chiefs  (among  whom 
Jonathan  Molapo  is  conspicious)  have  as  a  rule  behaved  with  good 
sense  and  self -control,  and  have  intelligenUy  acquiesced  in 
measures  which  the  state  of  the  country  has  rendered  necessary. 

I  have,  &c,, 

H.  C.  Slolbt, 
Acting  Resident  Committumtr.    , 


Hia  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner, 
South  Amca, 
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bmcto-  annual  report. 

I.IMTI, 

IWfr^l      j^cTING  GOVERNMENT  SECRETARY,    1900-1901. 


la  tranBmitting  the  Anoual  Reports  upon  the  rarioua  districts 
in  Basutoland  for  the  T«ar  ended  30th  June,  1901,  I  have  the 
honoor  to  suhtnit  the  following  summaiy  of  statistical  infonoadoD 
contained  therein  : — 


Berenne  for  the  year 

is  as  follows :- 

£      .. 

d. 

Hat  Tax 
Port  Office 

Fees      ... 

..  53^41  10 
.     2,359  19 
..     4,263  14 
..        100  10 

0 
1 
3 
4 

MiscellaneouB 

receipts.  „ 

..     1,323     5 

S 

61,390  19     1 
Contribution  from  Cape  GoTem- 
ment 13,500    0    0 


...£74,890  19    1 


Expenditure  for  the  same  period  was  £55,485  14*.  \d.  For 
the  purposes  of  comparison,  Revenue  and  Expenditure  for  the  past 
three  years  is  given  : — 


Tear  eaded 

lUveuue. 

Expenditnie. 

30th  June,  1899        

S.      *.   d. 
46,947  16    8 

46,417  12    9 

3(hh  Jane,  1900         

69,769  16    4 

59,492    7    6 

30th  June,  1901        

74,890  19    1 

55,486  14    5 

Of  the  above  Revenue,  arrears  of  tax  are  represented  by  a  sum 
of  £4,795.  Payments  were  made  upon  a  total  of  51,003  huts. 
Expenditure  includes  £3,567  incurred  upon  special  police  for 
defesiive  purposes. 
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Teade  and  Agbicultoee. 

Dntiftlile  goods  were  imported  into  BBsutolaod  from  :— 

£  s.  d. 

Cape  Colony U4,959  0  0 

Orange  River  Colony          ...     27,749  0  0 

Natal 2,766  0  0 


Total 


£145,474     0    0 


The  warlike  operations  which  are  etill  heing  carried  on  along 
onr  border  tend  tfl  greatly  hinder  the  importation  of  merchandize. 

The  harvest  has  generally  been  good  ;  but  there  are  poor 
prospects  of  getting  the  grain,  together  with  last  year's  gtocks,  to 
market. 

The  exports  of  produce  compare  as  under  with  the  returns  of 
-  the  preceding  year  : — 


Artides, 

Yeu  ended 
30th  June,  1900. 

Tear  ended 
30th  June,  1901. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

^Vheat      

Moida. 
7,404 

4,909  13 

d. 

0 

Muidn. 
24,907 

£        ».    d. 
14,845    9    0 

Mealies     

20,685 

11,450    7 

0 

49,916 

29,104  14    0 

E&ffir  com 

1.220 

706    6 

0 

3,949 

2,502    6    0 

Meal         

159 

293    8' 

0 

702 

867    2    0 

Healie  meal 

- 

- 

385 

308     1    0 

■Wool 

Lbs. 
1,640,813 

36,081  10 

8 

Lbs. 
1,551,657 

25,570  17    0 

Uohair     

194,248 

9,010    8 

9 

196,355 

7,655    3    0 

Horses  (No.) 

4,419 

64,031  18 

0 

15,684 

262,99116    9 

Cattle  (No.)        ... 

522 

6,997  10 

0 

1,312 

16,842    0    0 

-        ■ 

384  17 

0 

- 

959    7  10 

Totd      ... 

— 

133,864  18 

5 

- 

361,64615    7 

General   traders'  licences    nimibering   126    and  I 
licences  have  been  issued. 
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LAND, 

1900-1901, 


There  has  been  almoet  a  complete  ceasation  of  laboaren  to  &a 
mining  centres.  On  the  other  hand,  a  large  number  of  BsButo 
have  been  employed  by  the  various  departments  of  the  army. 
The  following  shows  the  number  of  men  who  obtained  passes  to 
leave  the  territotj : — 


Object  of  Jonmef. 


To    leek    emplojment    at    Cimberlej, 

Jsggenf  oatein,  and  Cape  coal  mines 
Pana  and  domestic  labour 


Employed  hj  umy 
Other  pDtpoeeB 


7,995 
11,477 
23,815 


43,874 


Education. 

The  number  of  Baauto  lads  either  wholly  or  partly  maintained 
W  the  Basutoland  Government  at  training  institutions  in  the 
Cape  Colony  is  20. 

There  are  in  Basutoland        188  schools.     ' 

Number  of  scholars  on  books  ...    11,356 

Mean  averi^e  attendance      7,841"76 

Expenditure  under  the  vote  "  Education "  amounted  to 
£4,748  15«.4<i. 

Police  and  Judicial  Statistics. 

The  Police  Force  consists  of  : — 

European  officers  ...         .... 

European  con.'itables 

Native  officers 5 

Native  sergeants  ...         ...         ...  7 

Native  corporals  

Native  privates  

Native  constables  

This  force  baa   during   the    year   performed  the  following 
patrols : — 

Number  of  patrols     ...         ...         -■■  3,390 

Estimated  distance  travelled  (miles)  101,093 

Arrests  under  Liquor  Law f*~ 

„      Pass  Law      1,360 

Other  offences           320 
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484   priaonetB  huTe   been  received  into  gaol ;  381  were  ooD- 
Tioted,  while  164  remained  in  gaol  on  the  30th  June,  1901. 

No  fli^gings  hare  been  inflicted. 

Tbe  following  criminal  chaises  have  been  dealt  with  :— 

Culpable  homicide 11 

TFeft       240 

Breaches  of  Pass  and  Border  Begulationa  140 
Breachee  of  Trading  Begulationg         ...       25 

Besisting  police 17 

Assanlt 14 

Other  crimes        52 


LAUD, 

isqo-ira 


Total   ... 


The  large  increase  in  chaises  of  theft  is  owing  to  the 
wholesale  stealing  of  stock  hv  Basuto  in  the  Orange  Bivei 
Colony  immediately  the  British  troops  had  swept  the  Boer 
undoes  from  onr  border.  . ._- 


Return  of  Lett  Stock  Reported. 


Stock. 

Reported. 

Traced  to 
Bwuto- 
land. 

Not 
traced. 

Be- 

Notra- 
ooTet«d. 

Hotws 

C&UIe 

SbMipand  goatB 

122 

326 
1,306 

61 
265 
779 

51 
71 

310 

54 
246 
668 

66 
80 
634 

POPULATIOM 

.rffisu 

N»tlye. 

n. 

p. 

Tok 

u. 

' 

»t 

«. 

F- 

Total. 

c«iiai,uei     .. 
BaUDUtad,  IMl 

MS 

S73 

2SB 

ezB 

in 

77 

180 
306 

US,81B 

US/M 
1M.T« 

seuBi 

Besides  the  ordinary  resident  populatioD,  there  are  as  refogeei 
iu  this  territory  from  the  Orange  Birer  Colony:  Europeans  1,645, 
and  natiTes  5,660.  The  latter  number  appears,  KoweTer,  to  bo 
very  much  under  estimated. 
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M.mmwj^  Postal  axd  Telegbafb. 

^^  The  foDowin^  sUtiiitics  regarding  the  work  of  the  1 

officer  hare  been  courteonslj  nipplwd  by  the  Po8tiiMUter4}ai«al, 
Cape  Town :— 


No. 

Portage  TtlM, 

Letters  potted  in  Buatobmd 

PortMrfi           

Botrii  Aud  Mmide  pockete       

PUWib 

2,783 
2,800 
2,704 
1,001 

£     ..   A 
885    5    9 

7  17    5 

5  16    8 
22  10    8 
50    1    0 

Torn 

201,260 

971  11    S 

Official  correspondence  posted : 

_ 

No. 

Po«t>g«  Vdne. 

lett«m 

Boob     

11,856 
10,2ft* 

98  16    0 
10  14    3 

ToUl 

22,140 

109  10    3 

CorrespondeDcc  received  for  de 

Letters          

PoBtcards      ... 

'newspapers 

.Book  and  sample  packet) 
~r' Parcels          ..."        ... 

OMcial  tetters  and  books 

ivery : — 
1 



s 

9,260 
2,470 
>9,163 
1,414 
8,333 
5,899 

Money  orders  issued,  5,088  ;  value,  £21,661  5s.  lOd. 
Money  orders  paid,  822  ;  value,  £3,747  14^.   Id. 
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A  total  of  242  deposita,  anft^tin^  £3,708  16<.  lld^  wrae 
made  in  the  Savings  Bank,  whiw  t£e  withdrawals  numbered  S8, 
repreBenting  a  sum  of  £1,956  4s,  lid. 

The  following  repoitB  are  enclosed : — 

The  Assistant  Commissioner,  Leribe. 
The  AsBistant  Commissioner,  Berea. 
The  Assistant  Commiasioner,  Maseru. 
The  Assistant  Commissiooer,  Mafeteog. 
The  Assistant  Commissioner,  Mohate's  Hoek, 
The  Assistant  Commissioner,  Quthing. 
The  Assistant  Commissioner,  Qaohas  Nek. 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer. 
The  Medical  Officer,  Leribe. 
The  Medical  Officer,  Mafeteng. 
The  Medical  Officer,  Mohale's  Hoek. 
The  Medical  Officer,  Quthing. 

F.  EXBAGHT-MOOKT, 
Acting  Government  Secretary. 


ANNUAL   EEPOET— LEEIBE   DISTKICT,  1900-190L 


Few  events  worth  recording  in  this  report  hfaVe  occurred  in 
this  district  during  the  past  year. 

In  September  a  fight  occurred  between  Khetisa's  and 
Ramapepe's  people,  in  which  Jonathan's  eon  Tau  joined  on  the 
side  of  the  latter.  Several  men  were  killed  and  wounded,  and 
some  damage  was  done  to  property.  The  matter  was  settled  by 
Sir  Godfrey  L^den,  aitd  the  chief  offenders  punished  by  fine 
and  imprisonment. 

The  attitude  of  the  various  chiefs  towards  Government  has 
remained  much  the  same  during  tlie  year.  Joel,  too,  has  up  to 
quite  recently  maintained  his  attitude  of  disloyalty,  wavering  now 
and  then  as  uie  fortunes  of  the  Boers  waxed  ttoA  wuied.  At 
the  moment  of  writing  he  shows  a  desire  to  retom  to  his  duty. 

Hlasoa,  whom  Joel  drove  away  in  November,  1899,  is  still,  with 
his  following,  a  fugitive  from  his  home  and  lands,  and  without 
means  of  support,  except  such  small  doles  as  are  provided  for  old 
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BuoTo-    men,  women,  and  childrea,  and  aucli  help  as  Jonathan  caree  to 
UKD.      afford. 

—  In  September  the  neighbouring  districts  of  the  Orange  Rirer 

Colony,  in  which  British  authority  had  been  established,  and 
which  were  rapidlj  settling  down,  were  suddenly  abandoned  and 
large  numbers  of  refugees,  British,  Dutch,  and  native,  flocked 
into  Basutoland,  including  two  ex-comraand&ntB,  two  ex-field 
comets,  and  one  ex-general.  They  have,  as  a  whole,  behaved 
well,  and  though  their  presence  and  necessary  supervision  entaila 
much  extra  labour  and  some  embarrassment  and  anxiety,  it  is 
satisfactory  to  think  that  the  protection  afforded  has  been  the 
means  of  keeping  a  laige  number  of  able-bodied  men  and  horses 
from  the  enemy  s  commandoes. 

On  the  evacuation  of  Ficksbui^  on  September  8tb  'some  50 
prisoners  of  war  and  a  large  number  of  stores  were  handed  over 
to  me  by  General  Campbell  for  custody ;  accommodation  was 
also  found  for  a  field  hospital. 

The  prisoners  and  stores  were  kept  until  the  re-occupation  of 
Ficksburg,  in  February.  The  field  nospital  is  still  here  m  charge 
of  onr  medical  o£|cer. 

I  append  the  following  returns,  which  include  the  figures 
furnished  by  the  ofEcer  in  charge  at  Butba  Buthe  : — 


Bbtbnub. 

f     ..    d. 

Hut  Tai 

...  11,651     0     0 

Licences 

...       494     0     0 

Fiuee  ... 

...       328  12     6 

Feea   ... 



13  15  10 

Miscellaneous 

Total 



59     2     0 

;£12,546  10     4 

Tax  was  paid  on  1 1,335  hots.     Arrear  tax  collected,  £1,635. 

LiCEKCES. 
The  following  licences  were  issued : — 

General  traders  ...         ...         ...         ...     28 

Paid  hawkers    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       3 

Free  hawkers — 
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Passes. 
The  following  paaeeB  were  issued : — 

For  the  coal  mines,  Cape  Colony 37 

To  Orange  River  Colony  for  GoTemment    1,480 

labour. 
For  other  purposes ..       645 


Retdbn  op  PatbOLS. 


Number  of  patrols  ... 
Number  of  men  engaged 
Distance  covered     ... 


BAjnrTO> 

[.ANDV'  ' 

190O-1W1. 


...  1,963 
...  2,980 
...  37,184  miles. 


Liquor  Laws  ... 

Pass  Law 

Arrests  for  other  ofieoceB 


The  following  cases  wei 
Court  during  the  year : — 

Theft     

Assault 

B«sisting  police... 
Culpable  homicide 
Manslaughter  ... 
HouBebr«»kiog 


Cabb8  Tbibd. 

tried  in  the  Assistant  Commissioner't 


Other    offences    in    connection    with    border     45 

regulations.  

Total  157 

There  were  six  civil  actions. 


Rbtubn  Of 

Lost  Stock. 

Description. 

Traced. 

Not 
traced. 

BecoTored. 

Not 
reooTeN4 

HOHMW       

Cattle        

Sheep  and  goats 

45' 
154 
564 

3 
76 

42 
146 
462 

6 
,S 
178 
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G&OL  Ketdbh. 

Nnmber  of  prisonen  receired  into  gaol        ...  203 

M  „         convicted  and  sentenced    164 

„  „  dischfirged  nnconricted        16 

Knmberiif  pruoiten  in  gaol  ob  SOU)  Jnne,  1901     58 

No  flc^gings  were  inflicted. 


Pbicbs 

OP  Stock  ahd  Produce. 

MenUo. 

lOj.  per  hag. 

Whe.1... 

16..      , 

Kaffir  corn 

10..       „ 

0«th«y 

40..  per  100  bimdlel. 

Homes... 
Cattle  ... 

£19  to  £29  (almoat 

unobtainable). 
£7  to  £18. 

Sheep  ... 

10..  to  ao.. 

Goats  ... 

10..  to  SO.. 

Wool  ... 

Siperlk. 

Mohair 

id.        „ 

POLICB. 
The  police  at  my  three  etationH  number  :- 

Snb-inBpectors       

Native  officer       

Earopean  constaUe         

Native  sergeantB 

Native  corporals 

Native  privates     ... 
In'addition  to  the  above  I  have 

Special  constable  ... 

Special  police        ••* 

I  attAch  reports  of  the  officer  in  oha^e  at  Batha  Buthe  and 
Medical  Officer,  Leribe.  — 

J.  C.  Macqbeook, 

Atiistant  CommiMiwiur. 
Leribe^ 

30th  June,  1901. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT— BUTHA  BUTHE  DISTRICT, 

1900-1901. 


Compared  with  the  preriouB  year,  that  which  has  jugt  passed 
has  been  an  uaeTentfuI  one.  On  July  30th,  1900,  a  larse  Boer 
force  surrendered  to  General  Hunter  on  the  borders  of  the  district, 
and  from  that  day  there  was  a  marked  change  in  Joel's  attitude, 
and  all  anxiety  as  to  what  line  he  might  take  was  removed. 

Selomo's  ward  has  been  the  cause  of  trouble  more  than  once- 
First,  hie  people  had  a  fight  more  or  less  among  themselves,  in 
which  a  man  was  killed.  Then,  on  March  10th,  Selomo's  people 
and  Tumo'a  had  a  fight,  in  which  also  a  man  was  killed.  Tlus 
was  a  more  serious  a&lr  and  might  easily  have  led  to  grave 
resnlta. 

There  has  been  the  usual  quarrelling  in  Letsika's  ward  about 
lands,  reeds,  &c.,  but  there  has  not  been  any  serioas  disturbance. 
The  chief  feature  in  the  year's  history  of  that  ward  is  the  amount 
of  stealing  that  has  been  going  on. 

The  great  majority  of  the  criminal  cases  I  have  had  to  try 
daring  the  year  have  been  stock  thefts  from  the  Orange  River 
Colony  by  Letsika's  people.  Messengers  have  lately  been  up  in 
die  Makhoakhoa  District  inquiring  into  the  whole  matter  of 
cattle  and  stock  stealing.  Their  work  forms  the  subject  of  a 
separate  report,  already  submitted. 

Returns  emboded  in  Leribe  Annual  Report. 

W.   BOXWELL, 

Officer  in  Charge. 
Butha  Buthe, 

30th  June,  1901. 


ANNUAL  REPORT— BEREA  DISTRICT,  1900-1901. 


This  year,  like  last  year,  has  been  quite  out  of  the  ordinary. 

The  war  going  on  just  across  the  border  has  overshadowed 

everything,  and  local  matters  and   disputes  have  fallen  into  a 

secondary  position  in  which  little  interest  was  taken  in  them  except 

by  the  parties  actually  concerned. 

The  main  element  of  trouble  in  the  district  has  been  Phatso 
Mota,  who  being  by  nature  quarrelsome  has  taken  advantage  of 
Masupha's  death  to  raise  again  all  the  old  vexed  boundary 
questions  between  himself  and  Mamnthe. 
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Basuto-         This  man  by  disputuie  each  point  and  disregarding  all  deaiBione 

iMO^i^ftt  *E^^*'  '"^  ^^P^  mmseu  tor  some  time  fairly  before  the  public  ; 

^*  bat  when  in  February  last  he  appealed  to  the  Keeident  Commis- 

siooer's   Court  against  all  district  decisions  in  his  case,  and  lost 

practically  every  point,  he  made  np  his  mind   to   bow   to   the 

inevitable,  and  since  then  little  has  been  heard  of  him. 

His  brother  Mphumo  who  had  always  been  a  strong  partisan 
of  Mamathe  was  removed  to  another  ward,  and  up  to  the  present 
it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  further  disturbance  has  occurred. 

Mamathe  has  maintained  efficiently  the  border  guards  along  the 
Caledon  Blver,  which  have  done  good  work. 

I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  say  as  much  for  Feete,  who  £rom 
ill-health  and  general  laxity  has  allowed  his  ward  to  become  a 
hotbed  of  theft. 

The  gang  of  thieves,  which  included  his  son  Nkutn,  has, 
however,  been  completely  broken  i^  nearly  all  of  them  having 
been  caught  and  fined  or  imprisoned. 

Peete's  health,  which  was  wretched  till  a  month  or  two  ago, 
has  suddenly  taken  a  turn  for  the  better,  and  I  trust  that  with 
returning  strength  he  will  get  rid  of  his  bad  councillors  who 
have  been  making  a  puj^t  of  a  naturally  able  man. 

In  September  last  the  town  of  Ladybrand  was  attacked  by 
the  Boers  in  large  numbers.  The  Boers  had  three  or  four  guns, 
whikt  our  garrison  had  nothing  but  their  rifles  to  depend  on. 

The  siege,  which  was  follovsed  from  this  side  of  the  border 
with  great  interest  by  the  Basuto,  lasted  from  Sunday  morning 
to  Tuesday  night,  when  the  Boers  retired. 

The  Resident  Commissioner  with  Paramount  Chief  Lerothodi 
and  about  one  thousand  armed  men  were  present  on  Tuesday. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  hut  tax  in  Berea  this  year  has 
been  an  unquahfied  success. 

Maama  Letsie  was  sent  to  represent  the  Paramount  Chief, 
and  with  the  co-operation  of  all  the  local  chiefs  die  bulk  of  the 
tax  was  gathered  in  the  first  month,  while  the  total  tax  far 
exceeded  that  oi  any  other  year. 

Small-pox,  which  was  severe  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  has 
died  out  completely.  I  fear  the  death  roll  was  heavy,  especially 
among  the  young  children. 

The  crops  have  not  been  voir  good  this  year.  They  were 
thrown  bac^  by  a  dry  spring,  and  only  saved  by  steady  rains  in 
latter  half  of  the  year. 

The  frost  which  came  early  consequently  did  a  good  deal  of 
damage. 

Stock  is  rather  thin,  but  not  so  thin  as  one  would  expect  in 
view  of  tiie  bad  grazing  everywhere  and  the  prevalence  of  to 
much  sifiknest  as  there  is. 
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There  are  eomt  180  white  re&igeoB  and  upwardH  of  2,000  Basdto 
□atiTfls,  with  their  stock,  in  Berea  iSstrict.  They  are  quiet  and  land, 
law  abiding,  and  give  little  or  no  trouble.  ^^90&-190i 

Honey  is  very  plentiful  amonff  the  Basnto,  their  stock  realiz- 
ing splendid  prices  to  Kemount  Departments  and  Conunissariat, 

A  laive  number  of  nativea  hare  gone  out  to  work  at  the  front, 
but  as  weae  have  almost  entirely  gone  through  the  Govermnent 
Secretary,  Maeeru,'no  return  canl)e  given  herewith.  CaBualties 
to  these  men  have  been  rare,  and  the  cash  they  have  brought 
back  has  added  greatly  to  the  present  prosperity  of  the  district. 

The  roads  are  bad  and  the  ctmtractor  has  been  reported  for 
unsatisfactory  work. 

I  attach  the  usual  annual  returns  for  the  past  year  : — 

Bbvbhdb. 

Hut  Tax            6,011  10  0 

Licences 378  15  0 

Fees  of  court  or  office 3  19  U 

MiscellaneoDB 0    5  0 


Total         ...     £6,394     9     0 


Arreaihat  tax  amounted  to  £714  lOi.    Tax  ms  paid  on  5,651 
hats. 

Stbehgth  of  Police. 
1  Sub-inspector. 
1  Constable. 
I  Sergeant, 
1  Corporal. 
1  Lance-corporal. 
24  Privates. 
3  Special  police. 

The  above,  with  the  exception  of  the  specials,  are  all  well 
mounted,  armed,  and  equipped.  - 


Bbtubh  op  Patbols. 
Number  of  men  employed  ... 

„         patrols 

-„  miles  ...  ■",.. 
„  '  arrests  for  liquor 
„  M       Pass  Law  . 

„  „       other  offences 

loaso 


1,022 

611 

13,184 
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Baidto-  Cbihinal  Cases  heabd  dubinq  thd  Yeab. 

1900-190L  Theft  42 

"^  Pass  Law 18 

Liqnor  Law — 

Public  violence        ...         ...         •••         ...     2 

Other  offencet         4 

Culpable  homicide 2 

Total        66 

There  were  no  floggings  during  the  year,  and  there  were  no 
civil  cases  heard  in  the  court. 

No  stock  was  reported  lost  at  this  office. 

There  hare  been  throughout  the  year  the  following  received 
aod  discharged  from  gaol : — 

Received  into  gaol  61 

Convicted 42 

Discharged  unconvicted 8 

In  gaol  at  present 26 

The  following  may  be  taken  as  current  prices  ruling  in  the 
■district :~-  t  . 


Hones 

...       £13  to  £20 

Oxen     

..      £10  to  £12 

Cow>    

..      £7  to  £8 

Sheep 

15«.  to  25«,  for  hameU. 

Goata 

10*.  to  lfi«. 

Meiaien 

12*.  &d.  per  moid. 

Kaffir  corn 

...       12.. 

Wheat 

...       15.. 

Fine  grease  wool 

...      M.  per  lb. 

Coarae        „ 

...       \d.     „ 

Mohair       „ 

...     ed.     „ 

There  are  at  the  present  date  22  traders*  licences  in  Beres 
District,  and  during  the  past  12  months  there  have  been  tw; 
hawkers'  licences  given,  of  which  two  were  free. 

The  number  of  passes  issued  at  this  office  was  as  under : — 

For  labour 74 

For  other  purposes  426 

L.  Wbouohton, 

Asiiitant  Commuiumtr, 
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ANNUAL  REPOBT— MASERU  DISTRICT,  1900-1901.     buuto- 


LAHD, 

190a-190L 


Few  eveots  of  general  interest  have  occurred  in  the  district 
doling  the  year. 

The  continuation  of  the  war  is  irksome  and  wearying  to  both 
Europeans  and  natives,  and  all  will  he  thankful  to  eee  tne  end  of 
it.  The  system  of  border  patrols  has  been  maintained,  and 
dzceptionally  few  gab&s  of  theft  from  the  uninhabited  fann 
houses  have  taken  place ;  such  cases  as  have  come  to  oar  notice 
received  prompt  attention,  and  the  offenders  were  severely  dealt 
with. 

The  news  of  the  demise  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  was 
a  great  blow  to  us  all,  and  was  received  with  expressions  of 
greatest  sorrow.  The  natives  received  it  with  some  alarm,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  His  Majesty  the  King  would  treat 
them  with  as  mach  care  and  patience  as  their  late  ruler  had 
done. 

A  representative  gathering  of  chiefs  and  councillors  assembled 
at  Maseru  to  witness  the  reading  of  the  Proclamation  announcing 
the  accession  of  His  Majesty  King  Edward  VII.  Speeches 
expressing  sympathy  with  the  British  Empire  at  the  loss  it  had 
sustained,  and  loyalty  to  our  King,  were  made  by  the  Paramount 
and  other  chiefs. 

Numerous  Boer  families,  to  avoid  being  removed  to  refugee 
camps,  were  allowed  to  take  refuge  in  Basutoland  and  bring  a 
limited  quantity  of  stock  with  them. 

During  the  year  a  fair  supply  of  remounts  for  the  army  has 
been  procured  in  the  district  in  exchange  for  cattle,  but  I  regret 
to  say  that  these  cattle  have  been  the  means  of  introducing  lung 
sickness  throughout  the  wafd,  and  that  ihe  mortality  has  been 
.  exceptionally  heavy. 

About  the  end  of  last  April  it  wae  discovered  that  some  stock 
belonging  to  native  refugees  from  the  Orange  River  Colony  had 
rinderpest  and  had  infected  several  herds  en  route  to  its 
destination.  The  areas  were  at  once  isolated  and  bile . -inocula- 
tion proceeded  with  as  quickly  as  possible,  with  very  Eatisfactoiy 
results.  The  disease  also  broke  out  at  three  other  places 
wherein  inoculation  has  stamped  it  out.  Generally  speaking,  the 
outbreak  is  in  a  much  milder  form  than  in  1897,  and  its  progress 
is  slow. 

lOSSO  B  4 
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Binrro- 

LASD, 

Basutoland  produce 

Cattle 

Horaea 

Sheep 

Goats 

Wheat 

Mealies 

Kaffir  con 

Wool 

Hohair     , 


COHMBRCIAL. 
Trade  has  been  good.     The  following  are  current  prices  o£ 

...  £10  to  £15 

...  £15  to  £25 

...  20f.  to  25». 

...  5i.  to  10*. 

...  Us.  to  17s.  6rf. 

...  10*.  to  13». 

...  10*.  to  13*. 

...  3rf.  per  lb. 

...  4d.      „ 

Public  Works. 
The  public  roads  receiyed  the  usual  attention,  and  are  in  fair 
order.     Public  buildings  are  in  good  order  and  repair. 

Police. 
The  strength  of  the  Maseru  detachment  has  been  increased 
and  consists  of  : — 

Sub-inspector       ...         ...         ...         ...         1 

European  constables 

Native  constables 

„       sergeant  ... 

„       corporals., , 

„       privates   ... 

Patrols. 
The  following  are  particulars  of  patrols  performed  during  the 
year : — 

Number  of  patrols        4 

Number  of  men  engaged         20 

Number  of  miles  patrolled      ...         ...  3,502 

Arrests  for  contraveuing  Liquor  Laws  — 

Arrests  for  other  offences       ...         ...  9 

Lost  Stock. 
Betnm  sbowiug  action  taken  in  the  matter  of  recovering  lost 
and  stolen  stock  reported : — 


Stock. 

Traced. 

Not 
traced. 

Recovered. 

Not 

Hones 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Cattle 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sheep 

3 

- 

3 

- 

3 

GmtB 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•'- 
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Licences. 

The  following  liceuces  were  issued  during  the  year  — 

General  traders 22 

Paid  hawkers        1 

Free  hawkers       * — 


LMtD, 

UOOmIMU 


Crime. 

The  following  cases  were  diaposed  of  :— 

Theft  

Accesaoiy  to  theft 
Housebreaking  and  theft... 
Contravening  Pass  Regulations ., 
Rape         ...        ...    ,    ... 

Assault  with  intent  to  conunit  rape 
Contravening  Trading  Regulations 

„  Masters  and  Servants  Act 

Resisting  police     ... 
Contempt  of  court 
Civil  cases 


Retubn  of  Passes. 

For  Johannesburg  mines 
For  Kimberley  „ 

For  Jagersfontein        „ 
For  coal  mines  (Cape  Colony) 

For  domestic  service      

For  other  purposes         

Total  


,  1,262 
,  5,149 


Revencb. 

The  Revenue  for  the  year  consists  of 


Hut  Tax 

Licences 
Fines     ... 
Ferry  tolls 
Fees 
Miscellaneous 


£  s. 

ci' 

9,769  10 

0 

221  0 

0 

125  15 

0 

570  16 

« 

20  13 

« 

150  4 

0 

£10,667  19     a 


Tax  was  paid  on  9,438  hute. 
Arrear  tax  amounts  to  £882  lOi. 
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Rbtit&n  op  Pbisonebs. 

I^nmber  of  pmoners  receired  into  gaol  during  year  22 

„  „        convicted  and  Bentenced       ...  22 

„  „        diseliaFged  nDconvicted        ...  — 

"7,     ■  ;,        in  gaol  on  30th  June,  1901  ...  33 

"So  floggings  were  inflicted  during  the  year. 

C.  Griffith, 

Atiistaat  Committumtr, 
Maseru, 

June  30tfi,  1901. 


ANNUAL  REPORT.— MAFETENG    DISTRICT, 
1900-1901. 


The  political  condition  of  Mafeteng  District  duiing  the  past 
twelve  mooUis  has  been  regulated  by  outside  influences,  which 
have  affected  the  Basuto  more  or  less. 

The  people  themselreB  have  been  law  abiding  and  the  chiefs 
have  cheeitully  and  ably  assisted  in  carrying  out  all  Govenunent 


Military  movements  and  operations  in  the  Orange  River  Colony, 
according  to  their  nature,  have  interested  or  excited  the  natives 
and  it  was  a  matter  of  regret  when  the  British  garrison  was  with- 
drawn from  Wepener  in  January. 

The  column,  700  strong,  crossed  the  Basutoland  border  into 
Mafeteng  District  and  marched  south  en  route  to  Aliwal  Iforth. 

The  column  was  accompanied  by  a  party  of  Basuto  guides 
specially  appointed  by  the  Resident  Commissioner,  and  the  troops 
and  their  transport  passed  through  the  district  in  perfect  order, 
the  natives  greeting  them  with  acclamation  along  the  line  of 
march. 

Since  the  garrison  withdrew  from  Wepener  several  British 
colunona  passed  through  the  Orange  River  ('olony  clearing  the 
country,  and  the  commanding  officers  have,  from  time  to  time, 
sent  many  Boer  families  and  ^eir  moveable  property  into  Basnto- 
Isnd,  Over  500  such  refugees,  men,  women,  and  children,  are 
now  in  this  district.  The  men  hold  the  usual  protection  certificates 
issued  by  officers  of  the  Orange  River  Colony,  aud  all  have  been 
registered  at  the  Assistant  CommisBioner's  Office. 
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A  vast  number  of  natives  who  were  domiciled  in  tlie  Orange     Kxttto-^ 
River  Cdoii7  have  aUo  come  here  with  their  stock.  iivuJ'JkIi* 

Basntoland  is  regarded  as  a  safe  highway  for  sending  captured        — ^> 
stock  to  the  Cape  CoUtny,  and  coosequcntlv  the   Bastito  of  this 
district  have  suffered  on  account  of  damage  done  to  pastnnge  and 
cultivated  lands. 

The  country  is  overstocked  owing  to  refugee  stock  of  all  kinds 
and  to  oaptnred  stock  sent  by  the  military  authorities  to  the 
remount  officers  to  exchange  for  ponies.  The  indiscriminate 
introduction  has  brought  disease  into  the  country,  and  the  cattle 
-were  badly  affected  with  lung  sickness  and  horses  with  a  variety 
of  complatDts, 

The  outbreak  of  rinderpest  at  Don-Don  on  the  Caledon  River 
was  directly  traced  to  cattle  brought  into  Basutoland  from  the 
Orange  River  Colony. 

The  disease  spread  into  Mafeteng  District  and  infected  several 
herds  in  Kolo  Ward.  A  quarantine  was  formed,  and  inocolation 
with  bile  is  being  energetically  carried  on  inside  this  area  by 
competent  persons  appointed  by  Government.  So  far  the  disease 
does  not  seem  of  so  virulent  a  type  as  that  which  destroyed  cattle 
in  1697.  The  rapidity  of  the  work  of  inoculation  entirely  depends 
.on  the  supply  of  suitaole  bile,  and  the  plan  now  being  carried  out 
is  a  thorough  system  of  progreBsive  inoculation  of  cattle  from 
Kolo  through  the  district.  If  the  supply  of  bile  can  be  kept  up  it 
is  hoped  that  inoculation  will  stamp  out  the  disease. 

The  Mafeteng  Hospital  has  been  occupied  by  sick  and  woimded 
men  sent  in  from  columns  operating  in  adjacent  districts  of  the 
Orange  River  Colony,  and  all  have  received  every  care  and 
attention  from  the  District  Medical  Officer  and  hospital  staff 

A  few  cases  of  theft  by  Basuto  in  the  Orange  River  Colony 
were  promptly  dealt  with  and  the  stolen  property  recovered. 

The  border  was  closed  and  no  natives  were  allowed  to  enter  the 
Orange  River  Colony,  and  the  Basutoland  Mounted  Police  con* 
stautly  patrolled  the  frontier  and  enforced  the  regulations. 

Repurs  have  been  carried  ont  to  G-ovemment  buildings  at  the 
Magistracy,  and  the  district  roads  have  been  maintained  in  good 
order. 

A  dam  wall  is  in  course  of  construction  at  a  vley  on  the 
reserve,  and  when  the  work  is  completed  a  large  supply  of  water 
will  be  secured  for  stock. 

Religions  instruction  and  educational  work  amongit  the  natives 
is  enei^etioally  earned  on  by  the  clergy  of  the  various  tniasioD 
societies. 

The  Mafeteng  detachment  of  BasutoUnd  Police  is  well  equipped, 
and  the  men  have  good  horses  though  the  latter  have  been  con- 
iuderably  overworked  during  the  last  six  months. 
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Basoto- 

LAMD. 

1M0-190L 

The  strength  of  the  detachment  is  :— 

Sub-inspector        

European  constables 
Native  officers       

1 

1 

2 

Native  sergeant    ... 

„       corporal     

„       privates     ... 

„       constable 

1 

1 

32 

1 

One  sub-inspector  and  eight  special  police  were  attached. 

The  police  did  good  service,  as  the  following  statistics  show  i— • 

Number  of  patrola       602 

Number  of  men  employed       ...        ....     1,079 

Number  of  miles  patrolled     18,785 

Number  of  arrests        ...         ...         ...  73 

The  civil  and  criminal  cases  tried  in  the  Assistant  Com- 
tnissioner's  Court  were  aa  follows  : — 

Civil  actions  

Theft  

Liquor  Regulations 

Homicide 

Other  crimes  


Gaol. 
Number  of  prisoners  received  into  gaol  during  year  36 
Number  of  prisoners  discharged  unconvicted  ...  31 
Number  of  prisoners  convicted  and  sentenced  ...  5 
Number  of  prisoners  in  gaol  on  30th  June,  1901  ...  16 
No  floggings  were  inflicted. 

I  append  a  return  showing  result  of  tracing  lost  and  stolen 
stock : — 


DeM)riptioi]. 

Reported. 

Tmoed  to 
Buuto- 

land. 

Not 
tnced. 

Be- 

Not 
recovered. 

Hotaet 
Cattlo 
Bheep 

12 
35 

12 
36 

12 
31 

4 
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were  issued : — 

Crenerol  traders     ... 

23 

Paid  hawkers 

2 

Free  hawkers 

2 

The  crops  were  generally  poor, 

owing 

to  the  want  of  rftin  at 

proper  seaaoDs,  and  to  early  froets. 

A  great  aumber  of  horses  were 

purchased  by  the  military  fof 

The  followiog  were  the  rultDg 

prices 

: — 

Wheat,  per  300  lbs.       .. 

12..  to  15.. 

Mealies 

10..  to  12.. 

Kaffir  com       „ 

15.. 

Barley,  per  165  lbs.        .. 

12.. 

Gate,  per  163  lbs. 

15.. 

Oat  hay,  per  100  bundles 

30.. 

Slaughter  cattle,  each    .. 

12f.  to  151. 

Horses                  ,, 

121  to  201. 

Sheep                   „       .. 

10..  to  15.. 

Goats                    „        .. 

10..  to  12.. 

Wool,  per  lb.      ... 

.     3d. 

Mohair    „ 

.    U. 

I  append  a  retam  of  Berenne  collectet 

— 

'    £      ,.    d. 

Hut  Tax           

8,501   10     0 

Licences 

232     0     0 

Fines     ... 

360     2     0 

Fees      ... 

10     1   11 

112  15     !) 

Total 

... 

£9,216     9     8 

BUUYQ. 

lWMl-1901, 


Tax  was  paid  on  7,962  hnt«. 
Arrear  hnt  tax  coUeoted  amonote  to  £539  10«. 
The  border  being  closed  owing  to  t^e  war,  only  ^e  undev* 
mentioned  number  of  persons  received  passes  at  uie  Assiatant 
Commissioner's  Office  to  leave  the  territory  : — 

For  the  mines,  Johannesburg — 

„     „         „      Kimberley        — 

„     „         „      Jagersfontein  ...         ...         36 

„      y,  coal  mines,  Cape  Colony  .»  fi 

ft     „  farm  and  domestic  service      ...    1,638 

„     „  other  purposes...         2,198 

In  addition  to  the  above,  laige  gangs  of  Basnto  labourett  welt 
forwarded  to  Bloemf ontein  and  other  centres  on  requisition  of  tin 
military  authorities. 

T.  P.  Ekhnan, 
Attutant  Commiuioiur. 
iltiebeiDg. 

30th  June,  1901. 
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ANNUAL  EEPOET.— MORALE'S  HOEK  DISTRICT, 

1900-11H)1. 


Ab  I  only  assumed  charge  ol  this  district  on  17th  June,  I 
regret  that  I  am  not  ia  a  position  to  forward  a  full  report  of 
aventA  during  the  year. 

Here,  as  elsewhere,  the  war  has  heen  the  absorbing  topic  of 
the  year,  and  public  attention  among  the  nativee  seems  to  hare 
been  centred  on  the  military  operations  occurring  in  the  Orange 
fiiver  Colony  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  their  border, 
rather  than  on  the  multifarious  causes  of  petty  squabbles  whicli 
are  always  cropping  up  among  the  mixed  tribes  of  this  district. 

The  Mocheku-Griffith  case  is  still  smouldering,  hut  with 
Mocheku  in  safe  keeping  at  Maseru  it  can  hardly  do  more  than 
smoulder  till  affairs  seem  ripe  to  settle  It  finally. 

In  May  last  the  Bataung,  seeing  so  many  dismantled  and 
deserted  ntnns  in  their  vicinity,  were  unable  to  resist  the  tempta- 
tion, and — losing  their  heads  alti^ether — they  raided  in  large 
nnmbers  with  vehicles  of  all  sorts  into  the  Orange  Biver 
Colony.  They  managed  to  collect  a  good  deal  of  more  or  less 
worthless  furniture,  &c.,  and  odds  and  ends,  which  they  brought 
into  Basutoland.  The  Resident  Commissioner  came  down  on  the 
16th  with  Lerothodi,  and,  aftor  enquiring  into  the  case,  ordered 
all  the  raiders  to  pay  a  stiff  fine  and  to  surrender  all  loot  which 
had  been  taken,  to  me  at  this  office. 

The  fine  was  promptly  paid,  and  a  large  quantity  of  furniture, 
&c.,  was  brought  in  and  registered  and  storeid  in  the  Goremment 
buildings  to  await  disposal  at  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

I  attach  a  report  on  the  health  of  the  district  by  the  Medical 
Officer.     A  report  on  schools  has  already  been  sent  in. 

The  Revenue  o£  this  district  shows  a  large  increase  on  last 
^jear,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  return  : — 

Rbvenub, 


£      ..    d. 

Hut  Tax. 

...     8,762     0     0 

Licencefr 

151   10    0 

Fines    •;; 

542     2     6 

Fees  ot  court  or  office 

4  19     0 

MiacelUaeoua 

109     2     6 

■Total 

...  £9,569  14     0 

V  Google 


COLOVIAIj   BBFOBTS — AHirUAL. 


31 


I  Bttach  the  nsual  district  anDoal  returns  :— 
Stkbmgth  of  Police. 

European  eub-inBpector 1 

European  constable  1 

Native  sei^eant     ...         ...         ...         ...       1 

NatiTc  corpora!     ...         ...         ...         ...       1 

Native  Ut  class  privates  .. 
Kative  2nd  class  privates .. 
Native  special  police 

With  the  exception  of  the  special  police  the  above  are  all 
doth^  mounted,  and  equipped. 

Fatkols. 
The  following  patrols  were  carried  out  and  farrests   made 
during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  patrols       69 

Number  of  men  eng^ed         226 

Mileage  covered  by  patrols    ...         ,.„  16,950 

Arrests — Liquor  6 

„  No  passes      51 

„         MiscellaneouB  146 

Lost  Stock  Bbpobted. 


Babdto- 

LAKD, 

190U-190I, 


Ex- 
ported. 

TMMd. 

Be- 

Not 
traced. 

Notre- 
oovered. 

Bamatks. 

HorM       

Okttle        

8h«P,&c 

19 
123 
319 

7 
68 
98 

7 
67 
98 

12 
56 
221 

12 
66' 

221 

•IbeMt 
killed    b* 
tiiiemfor 
food. 

Bbtubn  Off  Passes. 

Kimberlev  and  Ja^ersfontein  ...  — 

JohaonesDurg  and  Cape  Colony  coal 

mines  ...         ...         ...         ...  —m 

Farm  and  domestic  labour 2,039 

Other  purposes  2,814 

Total       4,858 

A  laive  number  of  men  were  sent  out  for  militarr  parp08M| 
viz.,  rai&ay  work,  &c.,  but  these  are  not  inclwled  m  abov« 
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Bu^cTu-  Cbihinal  Cases. 

Iffi^lWl.       Criminal  cases  heard  in  this  Court  are  as  under 
^^  Culpable  homicide 

Liqnor  Law 

Theft        

Aasanlt 

Passes  and  Border  B^nlations 

Forgery    ., 

MiBceUaneous      

Total 

There  were  no  floggings  and  no  ciTil  cases. 

;  Gaol  Bbtitbh. 

Prisoners  committed  to  gaol 

„  sentenced       

„  discharged  unconvicted 

„  removed  to  other  gaols 

„  in  gaol  on  30th  June,  1901... 


10 


CUEEENT   PeICBS. 
The  average  price  of  stock  and  grain  at  present  may  be  taken 
M  under : — 

Horses    ..-.         £lO  to  £35 

Cattle     £6  to  £14 

Sheep      ...  6j.  tol2j.  2rf. 

^  Meanes,  per  bag  ...         ...         ...       10s. 

Kaffir  com  „     20s.  2d. 

Wheat         „ 15*. 

Money  is  plentiful  among  the  natives,  and  trade  would  be 
luisk  if  an  adequate  supply  of  goods  could  be  kept  up ;  this, 
however,  is  barely,  possible  in  view  of  the  regulations  against 
rinderpiest  institute  by  the  Cape  Government  at  Pauneit- 
fentein.  - 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  sickness  about  among  cattle  and 
horses,  but  not  so  much  as  might  be  expected  when  one  remembers 
the  miscellaneous  crowds  of  captured  stock  which  for  the  past 
year  have  been  poured  into  and  through  the  district. 

Arrear  htit  tax  during  year  anioimted  to  £671,  whilst  hut  tax 
was  paid  on  8,(>91  huts. 

L.  Wboughtos, 
AttUtant  Commissioner, 
Mobale's  Hoek, 
,'         :30th  June,  1901, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT.— QUTHING  DISTRICT,  BinrnJ. 

1900-1901.  imSi. 


Little  of  general  interest  has  oocuned  in  Quthing  district 
during  the  past  ^ear. 

The  excitement  caused  by  the  war  with  the  Boers  has  quieted 
down  to  a  great  extent,  the  iBSue  being  no  longer  looked  upon  as 
-  doubtfuL 

This  district  not  bbrdering  on  the  Orange  River  Colony,  there 
was  less  temptation,  as  compared  with  some  other  parts  o£ 
Basutoland,  for  the  Quthing  natives  to  indulge  in  looting  on 
Boer  farms.  A  certain  amount  of  thieving  has  gone  on,  bat 
not  much  more  than  prevails  in  ordinary  times.  This  was  proved, 
in  the  course  of  an  inouiry  which  was  held  here  in  August,  1900, 
by  messengers  from  the  Paramount '  Chief,  when  it  was  found 
that  out  01  some  hundreds  of  stock  brought  in  by  natives  during 
the  war,  only  a  comparatively  small  number  could  not  be  properly 
accounted  for. 

A  gang  of  horse  thieves  was  traced  out  and  several  of  them 
arrested  in  October,  1900,  the  ringleader  only  contriving  to 
escape  for  a  time,  and  being  captured  bv  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioner of  Berea  some  months  later.  From  the  confessions  of 
these  men,  it  appears  that  they  were  in  the  habit  of  stealing 
horses  from  Basutoland  and  selling  them  in  East  OriqualsnC 
wincipaUy  to  a  weli-known  trader  in  the  Mount  Fletcher  distiict. 
This  traffic  appears  to  have  been  carried  on  for  some  consider- 
able time. 

Illicit  trade  in  Cape  brandy  still  continues,  as  previously 
reported,  principally  with  East  Griqualand  for  the  time  being.  A 
conviction  was  obtained  against  one  Macdonald,  another  Mount 
Fletcher  trader,  in  July,  1900,  but  the  case  was  quashed,  on 
review,  on  some  technicality. 

A  number  of  complaints  from  natives  of  aUen  races,  such  as 
Bapbuti  and  Ba-Tembu,  against  the  Baeuto  chiefs  for  harsh  and 
un&ir  treatment  have  been  brought  to  this  office  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  It  would  also  seem  from  the  increasing  frequency  of 
such  complaints  that  the  intention  is  to  drive  these  aliens  to 
remove  out  of  the  territory  and  to  leave  Basutoland  for  the 
Basuto.  Aa,  however,  Quthing  District  (formerly  Moirosi's 
country)  was  originally  the  home  of  the  Baphuti,  with  whom 
some  Tembu  clans  were  incorporated,  it  is  manifestly  undesirable 
that  they  should  be  dispossessed  by  the  Basuto,  must  of  whom 
are  comparatively  new  comers  having  settled  in  the  district  in 
the  course  of  the  last  20  years. 

Cordial  relations  are  maintained  with  the  neighbouring  districts 

of   the    Cape   Colony.       Evidence   tendered   against   the   East 
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Baiuto-  Griquftland  trader,  who  made  a  practice  of  bnying  stolen  horsey 
^j^*°i^  has  not  been  taken  advantage  of,  and  the  liquor  traffic  goes  on 
'™2_^'   unchecked  by  the  Colonial  authorities, 

1  The  crom  hare  mostly  been  scanty  here,  owing  principally  to 

drought.  Locusts  made  their  appearance  as  usual  in  the  early 
summer  and  did  some  damage  among  the  wheat,  but  their  stay  was 
Dot  prolonged,  A  number  were  destroyed  by  means  of  the  locust 
fungus  obtained  from  the  Cape  Bactenologicai  Department. 

Large  numbers  of  cattle,  mares,  and  sheep  have  been  purchased 
by  Dativee  from  the  Imperial  Bemount  Department  during  the  last 
few  months.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  steps  might  be  taken  to 
diminish  the  number  of  inferior  pony  stallions  at  present  running 
half-wild  in  the  mountains,  as,  with  the  present  influx  of  weU 
bred  mares,  there  is  a  chance  under  proper  management  of 
materially  improving  the  race  of  Basuto  ponies.  Unluckily  the 
Basuto  habitually  castrate  all  their  best  colts,  for  fear  of  their 
neighbours  deriving  benefit  from  them  as  stallions,  and  as  a  rule 
only  the  worthless  ones  are  le£t  entire.  The  rapid  deterioration 
of  the  breed  is  largely  due  to  this  cause,  assisted  to  some  extent 
by  the  effects  of  overstocking  on  a  diminishing  pasturage. 

The  largely  increased  traffic  through  this  district  to  North 
Basutoland,  owing  to  ordinary  routes  being  closed  through  the 
Orange  River  Colonv,  has  put  considerable  strain  on  the  local 
wagon  roads,  which,  nowever,  are  in  passable  order, 

A  new  pent  is  required  for  the  Orange  Biver,  the  present  one 
being  nearly  worn  out. 

The  water  works  at  Moyeni  Camp  have  maintained  their 
supply  through  the  year,  in  spite  of  the  drought  which  prevailed 
during  most  of  the  summer. 

Some  improvements  have  been  effected  with  a  view  to  securing 
purer  water  and  increased  pressure. 

Beports  on  the  Government  aided  schools  have  been  recently 
sent  in. 

The  following  are  the  usual  annual  returns  :— 


Rbvendb. 

f     .. 

<!. 

HutTu 

..     5,5U     0 

0 

Licences 

142  19 

6 

Fines     ... 

..        257  10 

0 

Ferry  tolls 

341  11 

3 

Fees  of  conrt 

or  office... 

5  18 

6 

Miscellaoeoiu 

receipts... 
Tot»l    ... 

142  IS 

0 

..  £6,404  17 

3 

Amount  of  arrear  tax  paid  was  £243. 

Nnmbar  of  huts  on  which  tax  was  paid  was  5,437. 
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Licences. 

..     U 

P«id  hawkere'            „          „    ... 

...       2 

Oraio  pagias         

...     13 

Passes. 

Puses  for  mines,  Jotnumesburg 

1 

„       Kimberley 

133 

„            „       Jagersfontein 

17 

„        coal  mines,  Cape  Colony  ... 

90 

„        farm  and  domestic  service 

1,799 

„         other  purposes        

6,003 

Bu(rR>> 

LAND 


Total 


8,043 


Police. 

The  strength  of  the  pohce  detachment  in  thia  districl 
Sub-inspector 
EaropeaD  constable 
Native  sergeant     ... 
„      corporal     ... 

„      priTfttes       ..  23 

Special  police 


Rbtdbm  of  Patrols. 

Humber  of  patrols      74 

Number  of  men  employed     ...        '.,'.  128 

Number  of  miles  patrolled 4,164 

Arrests  for  contravening  Pass  Begula-  45   - 
tions. 

Arrests     for     contravening     Liquor  6 
Begulationa, 

Arrests  for  other  offences     5 
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Bunro*  Cases  Tbibd. 

LANS, 

ISOU-lWlt       The   following   is  a   return   of   caaeB  tried  in   the  AesUttuit 
■—        Commissioner's  Court : — 

Theft 12 

Contrarening  PasB  Regulations     29 

Contravening  Special  Laws  reOrange  Biver  1 

Colony. 

Contravening  Special  Border  Regulations  13 

Contravening  Trading  Regulations           ...  10 

Resisting  police         10 

Assault          4 

Culpable  homicide 2 

Contempt  of  court ...  1 

Trespass  on  private  property  for  an  unlawful  1 

purpose. 

Escape  from  custody            2 

Attempt  to  escape    ...         ...         ...         ...  2 

Conspiring  to  defeat  ends  of  justice           ...  1 

Forging  and  issuing  a  forged  document    ...  1 

Attempt  to  defraud  Government   ...         ...  1 

Being  in  unlawful  possession  of   arms  the  1 

property  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 

Civil  cases 2 


Gaol  Retubx. 

Numberof  pmooera  received  intogaol      

Number  of  prisoners  convicted  and  sentenced 
Number  of  prisoners  discharged  unconvicted 
Number  of  prisoners  in  gaol  on  30th  June,  1901 ... 
Ho  floggings  were  inflicted. 

Prices  op  Stock  and  Produce. 

£10  to  £20. 


Oxen £10  to  £15. 

Cows £5  to  £10. 

Sheep IOj.  to  20*. 

Goats 10^.  to  \5s. 

Wool 3d.  per  lb. 

Mohair  ,.,         „,         ...  6d.      „ 

Wheat 16*.   per  bag. 

Meahes  ...        ...        ...  14*.      „ 

Kaffir  com     20f.      „ 
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Bbtubit  op 

Lost  ob 

Stolen  Stock. 

Beported. 

TrtMwd. 

Not 
traoed. 

R«coT«red. 

Not 

HOHM  ... 

42 

9 

33 

5 

37* 

C*tUe   ... 

... 

37 

21 

16 

21 

16 

Shoep   ... 

... 

6 

6 

_ 

- 

»t 

GoatB    ... 

... 

87 

77 

10 

77 

10 

Bamso 

UJlp, 

IfOO-lSOU 


Qnthing, 

30th  Jane,  1901. 


S.  Babbett, 
Assistant  Commissioner. 


ANNUAL  REPORT— Q A CHA'S  NEK  DISTRICT, 

1900-1901. 


Verj  little  of  any  importance  has  occurred  in  this  district  during 
the  year. 

The  progress  of  the  war  has  been  keenly  watched,  and  the 
Basutos  are  unable  to  understand  why  the  Boers  do  not  submit  to 
the  inevitable  ;  to  their  minds,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  enemy 
are  hopelessly  beaten. 

In  March  a  dispute  arose  between  Chiefs  Sekake  and  Nkhuebe 
Letsie,  residing  in  Qnthing,  over  some  dereKct  stock. 

Sompe,  the  latter's  son,  living  near  the  border,  came  over  with 
an  armed  following  and  drove  Sekake's  people  away  from  their 
cattle  posts  in  the  mountains,  and  destroyed  the  huta.  No  opposi- 
tion appears  to  have  been  offered,  so  the  arms  were  not  used. 
This  matter  is  being  attended  to  by  the  Paramount  Chief,  who  also 
has  in  his  hands  the  longstanding  boundary  question  between 
Mpete  and  Sekake,  which  I  mentioned  in  my  last  report. 

A  murder  of  rather  a  brutal  nature  was  committed  above 
Sethlabatebes,  in  Chief  Sekakla's  ward,  by  a  Hlangwani  named 
Sekale,  who  1^'aylaid  a  Zulu  returning  home  to  Natal  with  some 
goats  and  killed  him  with  a  kerrie  and  then  buried  the  body.    Not 

■  Four  traced  to  Hatatiele.    Thievee  fined  by  Ohief  Nknebe. 
t  Sheep  were  slaughtered  before  disooverjj      Compensation    paid    to 
owners. 
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AAttno-  until  s  month  afterwards  was  the  corpse  discorered  by  rehitioni 
MOfUi^n.  ^  deceased ;  and  the  case  was  Bubeequeotlj  dealt  with  at  Maeeni 
__J^  by  the  Beeident  Commissioner,  who  convicted  and  seatenced  him 
to  twenty  years'  imprisonment. 

The  sad  intelligence  announcing  t^e  death  of  Her  Majesty 
Queen  Victoria  was  received  here  on  the  23rd  January  ;  the  un- 
expected news  came  as  a  shock. 

Large  swarms  of  lucusts  appeared  throughout  the  district  at 
the  commencement  of  the  new  year,  but  owing  to  the  very  back- 
ward condition  of  all  crops  no  damage  was  done. 

Lung  sickness  has  been  rife  since  January ;  the  infected  areas 
were  promptly  quarantined  and  inoculation  carried  on  ;  the  disease 
took  a  virulent  form  and  an  unusually  high  percentage  of  cattle 
died.  In  all  instances  the  outbreaks  were  traced  to  stock  which 
the  Kemount  Department  had  exchanged  away  for  horses  at 
Hlakanelos'. 

In  consequence  of  the  above,  the  Cape  Government  closed  their 
border  against  all  cattle  from  Basutoland. 

There  has  been  a  steady  demand  for  good  serviceable  ponies,  and 
huge  numbers  have  been  sold  by  the  natives  who  nave  been 
tempted  by  the  enhanced  prices  paid. 

The  crops  consisting  of  wheat,  mealies,  and  kaffir  corn  have 
been  a  complete  failure  this  season  due  to  the  very  severe  drought 
which  did  not  break  up  till  last  January.  I  fear  there  will  be  a 
good  deal  of  distrees  before  next  year's  harvest  can  be  reaped. 

Sheep  and  goats  appear  to  thrive  very  well  in  these  mountainous 
regions ;  they  are  entirely  free  from  scab. 

The  mortality  amonget  young  children  has  been  particularly 
severe. 

At  this  camp  the  water  supply  is  very  limited. 

There  are  three  Government  aided  schools  in  this  district ; 
reports  on  them  were  sent  in  last  month. 

No  cases  of  ill-treatment  of  Basutoland  naUves  in  neighbouring 
territories  have  been  reported  at  this  office. 

The  following  are  the  usual  annual  returns  : — 

Bevekub. 

£     s,  d. 

Hut  Tax          3,136    0  0 

Licences           85    0  0 

Fines     34  10  0 

Fees  of  court  or  office            ...  10  0 

Miscelloneons 2     2  0 


Total 


,  £3,258  12     0 


Amount  of  anear  hut  tax  collected  was  X109  10*. 
Number  of  huts  on  which  tax  was  paid  was  3,089. 
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Licences. 
General  traders'  licences  issaed 
Paid  hawkers*  „  „ 


Binrra. 


Tbe  BtreDgth  of  the  police  detachmeDt  is  as  follows  : — ' 


Corporal 
PriTatee 


Cas&b  Tbibd. 
~  Th«  following  cases  were  tried  in  my  Court : — 

Theft 11 

CoDttaveaing  Section  VII.              ...  2 

Contravening  Pass  Begulations       ...  I 

HousebreakiDg          ...        ...        ...  1 

Besisting  police         ...         ...         ...  1 

Other  offences           3 

Bbtdbn  of  Patkols. 

Number  of  patrols     ...         ...         ...  194 

„         Men  employed 272 

„         Miles  patrolled 5^26 

Abbbsts. 

For  coDtraTeniDg  Pass  Regulatioos  — 

„           „            Liquor      „        ...  2 

„  other  offences 5 

Betdbn  of  Passes. 

Passes  for  mines,  Johannesburg     ...  — 

„       Kimberley           ...  — 

„      JagersfoDtein     ...  — 

„       Cape  Colony       ...  — 

farm  and  domestic  service  1,059 

risiting  and  other  purposes  7,006 

Gaol  Bbtdbh. 

Number  of  prUoners  received   into 

gaol             ...                     ...  22 

Number  of  pHsoB^F  (JOnvlUUsd  ftnd 

sentenced    ...         ...         ...         ...  19 

Number  of  prisoners  dischai^ed  un- 
convicted       • — 

Number  of  prisoners  in  gaol  on  30th 

June            ...         ...         ...         ...  4 

No  floggings  were  inflicted. 


Fogitif  e  Offeodera  Act. 
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LUTD, 

1900-1901. 


colonial  kep0bt8 — annual. 
Lost  Stock  Retubs. 


Reported. 

Ti«»id. 

Not 

Be- 

Notw 

Hone. 

10 

_ 

_ 

_ 

10 

Btap 

217 

- 

- 

217 

CUBBBKX   PbICBS   OF   StOCK   AND   FbODUCB. 

Howes         

£10  to  £30 

Cattle           

£8  to  £16 

Sheep           

Goats           

15..  to  20.. 
10..  to  20.. 

Wool            

Mohair          

3H  perlb. 

7d.    „ 

Wheat          

Meidie.         ...         ,. 

25..  per  hag. 
...          25..       „ 

Kaffir 

com  ... 

30..       „ 

Qacha's  Nek, 

30th  June,  1901. 


E.  DuBltth, 

Acting  Atristant  CommUsiantT. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER,     Babdto- 
BASUTOLAND,  FOR  THE  TEAR  ENDED  SOth    ,ai;t*SlMi 


The  number  of  attendftnceB  treated  duriDg  the  past  year  showB 
a  alight  increase  on  that  of  the  previous  year  at  Bonie  of  the 
stations.  At  Maseru  and  at  Mateteag  the  influx  o£  military 
patients  interfered  somewhat  with  the  ordinary  routine  work. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nimiber  of  patients  treated  at 
each  station : — 


Station. 

■New 

Cues. 

sarr 

In- 

patieDte. 

Totals. 

Leribe 

3,065 

426 

540 

64 

4,095 

Huera 

6,060 

137 

- 

87 

6,284 

Mafeteng     ... 

3,984 

- 

1,362 

42 

6,388 

Mohale'B  Hoek 

2,711 

343 

6,791 

44 

8,889 

Quthing       ... 

1,258 

217 

5,546 

- 

7,021 

Total    ... 

17,078 

1,123 

13,239 

187 

31,627 

The  general  healtli  of  the  teirito^  has  been  on  the  whole 
good.  There  have  been  an  unusually  Urge  number  of  cases  of 
enteric  fever  among  men  returning  from  work  on  the  military 
railways. 

The  small-pox  epideuiic  referred  to  in  my  last  report  has 
subsided,  and  the  country  generally  has  been  and  is  practically 
free  from  this  disease. 

I  regret  to  state  that  scarlet  fever  has  recently  made  its 
appearance,  but  the  epidemic  does  not  appear  to  be  of  a  severe 
type. 

The  health  of  the  police  throughout  the  territory  has  been 
uniformly  good.  No  serious  cases  of  illness  have  occurred  among 
the  prisoners. 

Edwabd  C.  Long, 

Principal  Medical  Officer. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT— LERI BE,  1900-lftOl. 


From  the  Bubjoined  table  it  will  be  aeea  that  there  is  a 
oODBideraUe  deoreaBe  in  the  attendances  all  round.  Thia  is  partly 
dne  to  the  absence  of  any  eeriouB  or  widespead  epideniic  anring 
the  period  iinder  review,  and  also  to  the  cloeing  of  the  dlBpensary 
and  noBpital  for  a  month  whilst  alterations  and  repairs  were  being 
done  to  the  buildings. 


— 

1900-1901 

1899-1900 

Iionui. 

Deoreaae. 

Oat-patientB,  dispenauy     ,„ 

3,065 

3,570 

_ 

605 

j   sabsequent 

}« 

363 

73 

- 

In-patients,  hoapital 

64 

84 

- 

20 

UO 

1,825 

- 

1,2«5 

Tot»l      

4,096 

6,832 

73 

1,810 

Epidemics. 

There  were  no  serious  epidemics  during  the  year.  Small-pox, 
^hich  was  referred  to  in  last  report,  was  stamped  out  in 
August  in  Mitchell's  ward.  The  epidemic  was  confined  to  two 
villages  and  was  mild  in  character.  Towards  the  end  of  July 
Samuel's  village,  which  adjoins  the  reserre,  became  infected. 
The  disease  was  confined  to  one  family  and  did  not  spread. 
Vaccinations  with  calf  lymph  were  made  in  all  the  eurronnding 
neighbourhood  ;  540  were  vaccinated  at  this  time,  whichfrepre- 
sents  the  total  for  the  year. 

A  few  cases  of  whooping  cough  and  measles  were  seen,  but 
they  were  the  dregs  of  the  previous  epidemics. 

Seventeen  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  seen,  but  in  none  of  the 
cases  was  the  disease  contracted  in  Basutoland.  The  patients 
were  all  boys  who  had  returned  ill  from  the  railway  works  or 
from  the  army  in  the  Orange  River  Colony. 

G-EKEBAL  Health  of  Distbict. 

This  has  been  good  during  the  year,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record 
that  the  number  of  patients  preseuting  themselves  for  treatment 
for  venereal  diseases  is  rapidly  decreasing. 
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T  welre  caMS  of  leprosy  were  seen  nt  the  dispenBary ;  they  were     BitDTo* 
all  ID  the  prelimitiary  Btages  of  the  disease.     There  is  little  doubt   -q^;^^., 
that  this  malady  is  on  the  increase  in  this  territory,  and  it  will    *°^'"' 
increase   more  rapidly  in  the  future  unless  some  precautionary 
measures  are  adopted.     Insanity,  which  is  also  on  the  increaaet 
calls  for  attention. 

Hospital  .Wobk. 

Most  of  the  cases  treated  in  the  hospital  were  surgical.  The 
walls  of  the  two  wards  have  been  renovated  and  painted,  and 
additional  equipment  in  the  way  of  bedding  has  greatly  helped 
the  quality  of  the  work  done  and  the  comfort  of  the  Medical 
Officer  and  the  patients.  The  addition  of  a  native  nurse  to  the 
hospital  staff  has  supplied  a  long-felt  want. 

Thirty  operations  were  done  under  chloroform  during  the  year. 
Three  patients  died,  one  from  gangrene,  one  from  fracture  of  the 
cranium,  and  the  other  from  acute  atrophy  of  the  liTer, 

Health  of  Prisoners. 

This  has  been  good  during  the  ■  year  notwithstanding  tlie 
crowded  condition  of  the  gaol.  Two  of  the  prisoners  developed 
leprosy,  and,  on  my  recommendation,  they  were  liberated  and  kept 
under  observation  at  their  home,  which  is  situate  at  an  isolated 
spot  near  the  river. 

A  new  gaol  has  been  erected,  and  the  increased  accommodation 
has  already  decreased  what  little  sickness  there  was. 

General. 

On  the  evacuation  of  Ficksburg  by  the  troops  on  September 
&tb,  1901,  a  number  of  Boer  prisoners,  with  a  guard,  in  all  about 
80  men,  were  stationed  here.  Until  the  left  half  of  the  23rd 
field  hospital  arrived  the  men  were  treated  at  the  dispensary. 
On  October  10th  the  field  hospital  was  moved  into  this  camp 
and  I  was  put  in  charge.  It  still  remains  here  and  has  been 
used  for  the  last  month  as  a  convalescent  home  to  the  stationary 
hospital,  Ficksburg, 

Since  the  hospital  passed  Into  my  care  102  patients,  mostlj 
enteric  cases,  have  been  accommodated. 

At  the  present  time  the  hospital  is  housed  in  one  of  the 
Government  buildings. 

N.  M.  MacFarlanz,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer. 
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fm'«^         MEDICAL  OFFICEK'S  ANNUAL  EEPOBT- 
"".?;„  MAFETENG  DISTRICT,  1901. 


Idqprtwil 


During  the  past  twelve  months  there  have  been  4,026  native 
attendances  at  this  institution. 

Of  the  above,  42  were  in-patients  for  periods  varying  from 
one  day  to  nine  weeks. 

There  were  two  deaths  in  the  42  cases,  one  from  septicseinia 
and  the  other  from  perforation  of  the  intestines. 

The  number  of  in-patients  would  have  been  [considerably 
lareer  but  for  the  fact  tliat  during  the  last  sis  months  of  Uie 
period  under  review  all  our  available  resources,  in  the  way  of 
buildings  and  beds,  have  been  placed  by  the  Basutoland  Giovem- 
ment  at  the  disposal  of  the  military  authorities  for  militai'y 
patients,  and  a  monthly  average  of  over  20  in-patients,  from 
various  corps  of  the  army,  has  been  kept  up  since  2!)th  January, 
1901.  These  cases  comprised  gun-shot  wounds,  injuries  from 
accident,  and  diseases,  70  per  cent  of  the  admissions  being  for 
enteric  fever. 

There  has  been  no  death  among  the  soldier  patients,  and  all 
but  13  have  now  been  returned  to  duty  or  sent  to  convalescent 
institutions. 

The  out-patient  attendance  has  been  well  kept  up,  the  nambers 
for  the  twelve  months  being  3,984. 

Of  this  number,  3,154  paid  their  sixpenny  fee  ;  the  romaining 
830  represent  the  "  free "  patients,  police,  their  families,  and 
others  entitled  to  free  treatment. 

The  number  of  vaccination  certificates  issued  this  year  is  much 
less  than  usual,  being  only  1,362  for  the  twelve  months.  This  is 
due  to  the  war. 

Both  the  camp  and  district  of  Mafeteng  have  been  a  place  of 
refuge  for  a  number  of  fugitives  from  the  Orange  River  Colony, 
and  their  number  has  had  to  be  taken  into  account,  as  far  as  the 
camp  is  concerned,  in  the  matters  of  sanitation  and  of  water 
supply. 

The  water  supply  ran  very  short  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  things 
looked  serious,  with  a  diminished  supply  and  an  increased  demand, 
but  work  at  tlie  reservoir  and  higher  up,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Assistant  Commissioner,  resulted  in  what  is  a  sufficient  but  not 
an  abundant  supply. 

I  should  be  glad  of  an  improvement  in  our  \i'ater  supply,  in 
face  of  the  dry  months  we  have  still  probably  before  us,  before 
the  rainy  season. 

Enteric  fever  and  whooping  cough  are  the  two  diseases  which 
have  been  most  prominent. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  mortality  from  enteric  in  the 
district,  mostly  amongst  young  adults. 


V  Google 


COLONIAL  REPORTS — ANNUAL.  4-' 

A  number  of  young  childreu  have  b  een  carried  off  by  catarrhal      BAaoTO- 
pneumonia  as  a  complication  of  whooping  cough,  j   J^j^Il, 

I  have  not  seen  nur  heard  of  a  aingle  case  of  small-pox  in  the        ..^ 
district  of  Mafeteng  or  in  the  camp. 

The  health  of  the  police  detachment  under  my  care  continues 
to  be  satisfactory;  in  fact,  I  consider  that,  under  the  circumataDceH 
of  war,  overcrowding,  and  a  not  too  abundant  water  supply,  the 
general  health  of  Mafeteng  is  in  a  very  good  condition. 

D.  M.  ToMORT,  M.B.,  CM.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer. 
Mafeteng, 

June  30th,  1901. 


ANNUAL    MEDICAL  RBPOET—MOH ALE'S  HOEK 
HOSPITAL  AND  DISPENSARY",  during  year  1900-1901. 


Number  of  cases  treated  in  hoepital  and  as  out-patients  at 
dispensary  has  largely  increased  wnen  coinpared  with  that  of 
previous  years. 

This  shows,  I  think,  that  the  natives  appreciate  the  medical  and 
surgical  assistance  which  the  Government  place  at  their  dispos^ 
more  and  more  every  year. 

There  were  2,285  vaccination  certificates  issued  to  people  pro- 
ceeding to  other  territories  in  search  of  work,  and  3,S26  persons 
were  vaccinated  free  of  charge  by  vaccinators  sent  out  to  various 

{larte  of  the  district  during  the  prevalence  of  smatl-pox  during  the 
atter  half  of  last  year.  The  following  table  gives  the  attentunce 
of  this  and  the  previous  twelve  months  in  detail : — 


— 

1899-1900. 

1900-1901. 

Inoraue.. 

New  cases,  ont-patients 

Subsequent  attendance 

Ykccm&tion  oertificates  iMned  ... 
Free  vaccimition  perfonned 

ii^oei 

300 
32 
380 

2,711 

343 

44 

2,266 

3,626 

65C 

43 

12 

1,885 

3,526 

Total          

2,773 

8,889 

6,nft 
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Bascto*  Small-pox  Diade  its  appearance  in  the  Chief  Griffith's  ward  at 
I900-I»tti  ^"^^  ^"^  ^^  1900,  and  there  were  some  89  cases  of  the  disease 
1  ^*  reported  to  me  ;  of  these  14  died — a  small  perceatage. 

With  free  Taccmation  of  persons  in  infected  villages,  aa  well  as 
of  all  Tillaees  around,  and  quarantiniDg  of  those  persona  affected, 
as  well  as  tne  villages  in  which  they  resided,  as  far  as  practicahlo 
the  disease  was  soon  got  under. 

About  the  same  time  an  epidemic  of  measles  appeared,  and 
several  children  not  carefully  nursed  died  of  complicating  affec- 
tions. 

Typhoid  has  cropped  up  at  odd  times,  and  cases  have  been 
mostly  imported.  Toe  disease  has  certainly  not  taken  a  very 
dangerous  form  and  few  infections  have  occurred  from  original 
cases. 

Police  and  prisoners  have  enjoyed  good  health,  and  camp  has 
generally  been  free  from  any  outbreaks  of  a  serious  nature. 

Of  the  44  patients  treated  in  the  hospital  four  were  still  under 
treatment  at  the  end  of  period  under  review. 

Of  the  remainder,  one  died  in  hospital;  three  refused  operative 
treatment,  and  died  within  a  month  of  removal  home  ;  3-)  were 
cured ;  and  three  were  not  improved. 

Thirty-seven  were  surgical  cases  and  seven  medical. 

Twenty-six  operations  were  performed,  mostly  minor. 


Mohale's  Hoek, 

June  30th,  1901. 


W.  R.  Nattle, 

Medical  O^ce 


KEPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER,  QUTHING, 
FOR  THE    YEAR  ENDED  SOre  JUNE,  1901. 


The  following  figures  will  show  the  number  of  out-patients  and 
vaccinationa  performed  during  the  year  : — 

Outpatients 1,258 

Returned  for  treatment  217 

Vaccinations 5,546 

Total  7,021 

Thirteen  in-patienta  were  temporarily  accommodated  _  in  the 
dispensary.    Of  this  numbec  10  were  admitted  for  operation. 
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There  wu  one  death.     Chloroform  was  adnuniatered  14  timee,     Buui^ 
ether  once.  igoaliBitt; 

The  distiict  was  vUited  by  the  usual  epid^nics  of  meaales,       

whooping-oough,  chickeo-pox,  and  influenza,  and  there  was  one 
case  of  scarlet  fever. 

The  health  of  the  police  detachment  and  of ',the  prisoners  haa 
been  good. 

It  is  eamestlj  to  be  hoped  that  a  war  will  be  seen  to  build  ao 
entirely  new  camp  for  the  police  away  from  the  present  site. 

A  small  room  for  the  accommodation  of  cases  of  accident  or 
emergency  is  also  badly  wanted. 

Alex.  S.  Gabdihbe, 
Medical  Officer. 
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Bt  DABUNQ  k  BON,  Ltd.,  34-W,  Baooh  Stubt,  E. 
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Ko.  364. 

BERMUDA. 


EEPOET    FOB  1901. 

(For  Bepoiit  tot  1900,  »m  No.  331.) 


iPiegmttll  to  both  ^^ouata  of  jpariiamtnt  bg  CommsiUl  of  ^«  Jtti^ests. 
June,  1902. 


LONDON: 

FBI^'TED    FOB    HIS    MAJESTY'S    STATIOKEBY    OFFICE, 
Bz  DABLDia  ft  SON,  Im>.,  34-40,  Baoom  Stuvt.  E. 

And  to  bs  pwrolwed.  Mther  directlj  or  throng  vnj  Booballar,  from 

ETBE  k  3FOTTISW00DE,  E^n    Habdixo    Stuvi,  Flbt   Sruvt,  1.0.. 

■nd  S3,  ABineDOR  Stbkbt,  WuTMUiaTMit,  B.W.; 

or  OLIVEB  k  BOTD,  EnnrBinwH; 

oi  E.  P0N80NBT,   116.   Gsattoit  Stbzbt,  DTnLOi. 

1902. 
[C(l.  788-3*.]    Price-  IH 
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COLONIAL  REPORTS. 

The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majesty's 
<>olonial  Possessions  have  been  issued,  and  may  be  obtained  from   - 
the  Boarces  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 
ANNUAL. 


Colony. 


Year. 


Babunu 

Tnrks  and  Caicos  Islands 

Malta      

8traitB  SeUlemenw 

Fiji         

St.  Lucia 

SejcheUes 
Falkland  Islands 
Mauri  tiuH  and  Bodrignea 
British  New  Guinea     ... 
Leeward  Islands 
Trinidad  iind  Tobago  ... 
British  Hondui-nR 

Hong  Kong       

Ceylon 

Gibraltar  


S43 

Basutoland        

!19O0-19Ol 

344 

Gold  Coast        

'     1900 

346 

Grenada 

346 

Northern  Nigeria         

190(^1901 

347 

British  Solomon  Islands 

348 

Lagos      

1900 

349 

British  Oniana 

1900-1901 

360 

St.  Vincent        

1900 

351 

Jamaica 

1900-1901 

852 

GoooB  Islands 

1        1901 

363 

Sonthem  Nigeria          

1        1900 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. 

Colony. 

Sabjeot. 

1 

Gold  Coart        

Eknnomic  AoiicultorS. 

2 

Zulnland 

Forests. 

3 

Sierra  Leone     

4 

Canada    

BmigrBtion. 

5 

Siaal  Industry. 

6 

&SZ„.:::    :;:    ;:: 

Bubonic  Plague. 

7 

Hineral  Kesoorcea. 

8 

Wertem  Pacific 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Dominica           

Agrioulture. 

10 
11 

Virgin  Islands  ... 

Grenada 

Condition  duriM  1897. 
Yftal  Statifltica,  1898. 

12 

Angnilla 

IS 

Cook  Islands     

Trade,  1899. 

14 

BabaniBs 

Fibre  Industry. 

15 

Canada  

L«[al  Status  of  British  Nori:h 

American  Indians. 

16 

Medical  aeporiia. 

17 

Gilbert  and  Etlice  Islands      ... 

Report  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Bong  Kong      

during  1900. 
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No.   3S4.  BlWOIU^ 

1901. 


BERMUDA. 


(For  Report  for  1900,  »^  N"o.  322.) 


OoTEENOB  Sir  H.  G-e-iry  t3  Mr.  Chauberlaik. 

Bermuda,  2Stli  April,  1902. 
Sis, 

I   HATE  tbe   hoROur  to  traasmit  herewith    the    annual 
Beport  on  the  Bine  Book  of  this  Colony  loir  the  year  1901,  which 
has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Hutson,  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
The  Blue  Book  will  be  fM-warded  at  an  early  date. 

I  have,  &c., 

H.  Le  G.  Geart, 

Lieut«naat-Qeneral, 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief. 


ollil91*— TS— S/t90S    Wt  2B6ia     D  &  S 
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Berhuda, 

1901. 


Sib, 


Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

Bermuda,  5th  April,  1902. 


I  HAVE  the  honour  to  Bubmit  to  Tour  Excellency  the 
following  Report  on  the  Blue  Book  for  the  year  1901 ;  — 


I.— FINANCIAL. 

(A,.) — Geneeal   Reventje  and  Exfenditure. 

The  Revenue  for  the  year  amounted  to  £51,436,  being  in 
excess  of  the  Revenue  for  1900,  which  was  £40,124,  by  £11,312. 

The  following  tables  compare  the  Revenue  and  Expenditure 
for  1901  with  that  for  1900  :  — 


1901... 


7,730 
12,153 


40,1-24 
51,43ft 


Expenditure. 


V—             1         Personal 

Other  ChargM. 

Total. 

1900        

1901        

£ 
17,734 

19,002 

£ 
29,798 

19,638 

£ 
47,632 

38,64(J 

IncreaBe      ... 
D«creBM     ... 

1,268 

10,160 

8,892 

The  increased  Revenue  received  during  1901  was  to  a  lai-ge 
extent  due  to  the  large  importations  of  food-stuffs,  malt  litjuor, 
4c.,  owing  to  the  presence  in  the  Colony  during  six  months  of 
the  year  of  tlie  prisoners  of  war  and  an  extra  regiment  forming 
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their  guard,  and  also  to  the  increased  circulation  of  money 
following  the  commencement  of  the  Dockyard  Extension  Works. 
The  receipts  under  the  head  of  Customs  show  an  increase  over 
those  of  1900  of  £6,859.  Malt  Liquor  nhowg  an  increase  of 
£l,r-i9;  Tobacco,  £395 ;  Post  Office,  £1,163.  There  was  also 
a  repayment  of  a  loan  amounting  to  £2,000  to  the  Treasury 
from  the  Savings  Bank. 

Theie  was  an  inci'ease  under  every  heading  of  Revenue,  ex- 
cept that  from  import  tax  on  Bicycles,  Landing  Tax  on  Spirits 
in  Bulk,  and  Fines  of  Court 

The  Expenditure  amounted  tn  £38,640,  showing  a  decrease  of 
the  Expenditure  as  compared  with  that  for  1900  of  £8,892.  As 
explained  in  the  Blue  Book  Report  for  1900,  an  amount  of 
£fi.flO(l  was  refunded  to  the  Savings  Bank  by  the  Treasury  in 
1900,  and  there  was  also  a  temporary  loan  to  the  Savings  Bank 
of  £2M\(i.  The  amount  of  decrease  of  normal  expenditure  in 
1901  as  compared  with  the  normal  expenditure  of  the  preceding 
year  was  £892.  Agriculture  ahowa  a  decrease  of  £1,072; 
Legislative  a  decrease  of  £6fi'» ;  Post  Office  a  decrease  of  £1,078 ; 
Pilotage  a  decrease  of  £112.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  an 
increase  of  expenditure  under  several  headings,  the  most  pro- 
minent being: — Immigration,  £53 ;  Interest,  £121;  Judicial, 
£262:  Library,  £220 :  Miscellaneous  Payments,  £683;  Public 
Health.  £384;  Registration  of  Births,  Ac,  £31. 


(B.J — ^ReveNCE  and   EXFENDlTTtaE  FOE  THE  LAST  FiVB  YeaBS  . 
Tear. 


liKIO 
1901 


Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

35,966 

35,704 

38,923 

39,102 

39,955 

39,243 

40,124 

47,532 

51,436 

38,640 

(C.) — Assets  A^D  Liabilities. 

The  Assets  of  the  Colony  at  the  end  (A  1901 

amounted  to  ...         ...         ■.■         ■■-      £19,781 

The  Liabilities  on  the  same  date  amounted 

to  6,364 

Showing  a  balance  of  ...         ...      £14,427 


V  Google 


CuUHTTAI.  SEPOBli AStnJA.1, 


(D.) — PoBLic  Debt. 


The  Public  Debt  at  tlie  end  of  1901  amounted  to  i49,200,  made 
up  as  follows:  — 

Local  iDBcribed  Stock  £46,600 

New  Qovernment  Home  Debentures  ...  3,700 

On  ±40,000  of  the  Local  Inscribed  Stock  the  rate  of  interest 
is  4^  per  cent.,  and  on  the  balance  (£6,600)  the  rate  is  4  per  cetnt^ 
1^6  first-mentioned  sum  -was  rais^  in  1893-4  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  the  channels  leading;  into  Hamilton  Harbour.  The 
Stock  is  redeemable  at  par  in  1923.  The  sixth  annual  instalment 
of  £1,000  payable  from  the  general  revenue  of  the  Colony  on 
account  of  the  Sinking  Fund  created  in  connection  witli  th« 
loan    w&a  remitted  to  London  for  investment  last  year. 

The  amount  of  £5,500  was  raised  early  in  1900  for  defraying 
a  part  of  the  cost  of  repairing  the  causeway  connecting 
St.  George's  with  the  main  Island,  a  large  portion  of  which 
structure  had  been  destroyed  by  a  hurricane  which  passed  over 
the  Islands  on  the  13th  September,  1899.  Instalments  amount- 
ing to  £450  towards  the  Sinking  Fund  to  be  created  in  connec- 
tion with  this  loan  have  been  remitted  to  London  for  investment. 
The  Stock  is  redeemable  at  par  in  1916. 

The  avei-age  rate  of  interest  on  the  Governmrait  House  deben- 
tures ia  4|  per  cent.  The  original  amount  of  the  debt  was 
£11,600,  and  it  is  being  paid  by  the  appropriation  of  £600  per 
annum  from  the  general  revenue  for  the  redemption  of  deben- 
tures to  the  last- mentioned  amount. 

Under  authority  of  a.  Resolve  of  the  local  Leglslatui^  dated 
tte  19th  November,  1901,  tendei-s  were  invited  for  tie  reduction 
of  the  Public  Debt  by  purchasing  and  cancelling  Bermuda 
Government  securities  to  the  extent  of  £6,000.  It  was  only 
found  practicable  to  reduce  the  debt  by  £2,000.  The  transaction 
was  not  complctef!  until  January  of  the  present  year,  and  the 
reduction  of  the  debt  by  that  amount  is  not,  therefore,  shown 
in  the  return  for  1901. 

All  of  the  loans  referred  to  were  raised  locally. 


(B.) (JtTRRBNCT. 

All  Government  accounts  are  kept  in  sterling,  and  English 
money  is  in  universal  use.  There  is  no  local  Government  Bank, 
and  there  is  no  paper  money  in  circulaltion,  with  the  exception 
of  a  ve77  limited  number  of  Bank  of  England  notes.  The  legal 
tender  of  s^ilrer  coin  is  unlimited. 

There  are  two  private  Banks,  one  of  which,  the  Bank  of 
Bermuda,  Limited,  was  incorporated  by  a  local  Act  in  1889. 
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A  Treaaur;  Cheet  OfiBce,  established  ia  connectioii  with  iho    Bumuda^ 
maintenance  of  the  Imperial  I^aval  and  Militaiy  EBtablishmentB       IBDI 
in  the  Colonygiaeuee Bills ot  Exchange  on  His  HajeBty's  Treasury        ""*" 
in  London,  and  these  bills  form  the  baais  of  exchange  wit^  tJie 
outside  world. 


II.— TRADE,    AGEICULTURE,    AND    INDUSTRIES. 
(A.) — lupOBTS  AND  Exports. 

Imports. 

The  value  of  the  Imports  (exclusive  of  speciel  valued  at 
£26,650,  and  Government  stores  valued  at  £243,716)  in  1901 
was  £500,716. 

Compared  with  1900  this  shows  an  increase  of  £103,580. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  table  for  the  five  years  from 
1897  to  1901  inclusive:  — 


Tenr. 

Total. 

United 
Kiagdom. 

Cnnada. 

Other 
British 
Cofuniea. 

United 
States  of 
America. 

Other 

Coontriea. 

1897      ... 

323,074 

£ 
96,424 

£ 
24,550 

£ 
6,517 

195,167 

£ 
1,416 

189R      ... 

351,274 

104,974 

30,611 

7,346 

205,308 

3,.'»5 

ifm     ... 

394,388 

104,408 

33,119 

7.238 

246,447 

3,176 

1900      ... 

397,136 

104,009 

31,488 

9,932 

250,729 

978 

1901      ... 

500,716 

142,'Jll 

41,167 

11,399 

296,937 

8,302 

In  the  above  figures  the  value  of  Government  stores — civil, 
navsl,  and  militaiy — is  not  included.  The  estimated  quantity 
of  such  stores  imported  into  the  Colony  during  1901  was 
30,891  tons,  valued  at  £243,716.  The  value  of  the  total  Imports 
into  the  Colony  during  the  year,  inclusive  of  Government  stores 
and  specie,  was  £770,082. 

From  the  above  comparative  statement  of  the  last  five  years  it 
will  be  seen  that  there  was  a  considerable  increase  of  Imports 
during  the  year  from  all  countries  as  compared  with  1900.  The 
total  increase,  exclusive  of  specie  and  Government  stores,  wai 
£103,580,  and  the  inci-ease  from  diffei-ent  countries  was  as 
follows:— rnited  Kingdom,  £38,903;  Canada,  £9,679;  other 
British  Colonies,  £1,467;  United  States  of  America.  £46.208  ; 
other  countries,  £7,324.  It  is  lair  to  state  that  t^e  contraotovt 
11891  A  4 
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BiBHDDA,  enga^d  ia  the  Dockyard  Extension.  Works  iinport«d  machinery 
.  ^^^-       during  the  year  to  the  value  of  £8,000  from  the  United  Kingdom 
"^       and  £6,668  from  Buenos  Ayres.  ' 

The  year  1901  wae  an  abnormal  one  for  the  Colony  as  regards 
the  quantity  of  Imports  ajid  commercial  prosperity.  The  lai^e 
increase  of  business  generally  was  mainly  due  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  lai'ge  extension  works  at  His  Majes^'s  dockyard 
and  to  the  arrival  in  the  Colony  of  the  prisoners  of  war  and  the 
regiment  forming  their  guard. 

The  increase  of  Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  is  mmnly 
due  to  larger  importations  of  clothing,  cotton  goods,  fancy  goods, 
oilmen's  stores,  machinery,  malt  liquor,  and  coals;  that  frran 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  to  larger  importations  of  bntt^r,  hay, 
oat«,  and  potatoe«;  that  from  the  United  States  of  America  to 
larger  importations  of  beef,  coal,  cotton  goods,  flour,  lumber, 
provisions,  and  oxen  and  cows. 

The  principal  Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  1901,  com- 
pared with  1900,  were:  — 


Article. 

Value. 

1901. 

1900. 

Clothing        

Cotton  goods 

Fancy  goods 

Oilmen's  Btotos         

Silk  goods      

Bt^ 

WooUen  goodi          

MMhinury     

Coals 

Malt  liquor 

Whiskey        

Win 

Hardware      

499 
16,3«l 
4,114 
10,419 
2,021 
6,192 
9,360 
10,876 
6,078 
15,983 
28,131 
3,198 
2,687 
2,781 

£ 
5,064 

10,972 
3,457 
8,2(MI 
5,587 
5,275 

16,948 

161 

1,037 

854 
3,326 
2,462 
1,822 
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The  principal  Imports  from  Canada  trere :  — 


Box  nuiteri&l 

Butter 

Fish     

Flour 

Hones 

B»D 

-Cheeae 

H»y     

Leather  manufactures 

■Oat* 

Lomber  

Potatoes        


1901. 

1900. 

3,673 

£ 
3,351 

3,589 

3,300 

■2,901 

3,396 

1,756 

1,148 

2.400 

7t0 

1,279 

1,105 

1,482 

608 

1,88 « 

1,616 

2,230 

981 

3,345 

3,092 

1,270 

966 

^706 

3,650 

1,098 

735 

The  principal  Imports  from  the  United  States  were:  — 
I  Talne. 


1901. 

1900. 

Beef 



11,728 

£ 
6,109 

Biu 



...  1           4,467 

3,166 

Butter 



...  1         12,368 

12,554 

•Coal 



12,495 

4,684 

Cotton  goods.. 



10,345 

8,692 

FertiliMre      .. 



5,797 

5,060 

Fancy  goods  .. 



...  ,           2,877 

1,988 
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The  principal  Importa  from  the  United  Statea— 

eont. 

Value. 

1901. 

1900 

Flour  



£ 
18^42 

£ 

15,257 

Canned  froil  and  meats      

7,164 

8,250 

Oroc«ri«.       .. 



6,7i>0 

6,167 

Bardwue 



6,122 

7,533 

Leather  nuDDfEctures        

11,725 

11,460 

Lumber 

9,643 

8,813 

Karoaene  oil  .. 

6,771 

7,034 

Oata 

7,008 

6,286 

Fioviaioju 



21,314 

17,63& 

Oxen  and  cows 



36,121 

29,622 

Sbeep 

3,169 

3,823 

Sugar 

5,927 

5,874 

iixportt. 

The  value  of  the  Exports  (exclusive  of  specie  valued  at  £6,153) 
in  1901  was  £98,479. 

Compared  with  1900  this  shows  aa  increase  of  £4,710,  hut 
a  decrease  by  £10,152  on  the  average  of  the  preceding  five 
years. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  table  for  the  five  years  from 
1897  to  1901  inclusive:  — 


Tear. 

Totril. 

United 
Kingdom 

Canada. 

Other 
Briti-h 
Colonies. 

United 

States  of 
A.merica. 

Other 
Countriea. 

1897      ... 

£ 
123082 

£ 
3.519 

£ 
1,640 

£ 
1,213 

116.294 

£ 
416 

1898      ... 

106,104 

4,041 

2,138 

1,835 

97,847 

943 

1899      ... 

119,151 

2,063 

2,535 

1,875 

111,638 

1,040 

19()0      ... 

93,769 

4,683 

2,071 

1,299 

85,.'599 

117 

1901      ... 

98,479 

3,333 

1,036 

3,456 

90,654 

- 
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The  principal  Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1901,  com-    Bekmuda, 
pared  with  1900,  wem: —  ^^ 


Artiole. 

Vrfoe. 

1901. 

1900. 

Arrowroot     

Bulb* 

HidH 

Tallow 

£ 
1,055 

662 

618 

574 

£ 
2,242 

560 

944 

534 

The  principal  Exports  to  Canada  were :  - 


1901. 

1900. 

Hid« 

Omons 

£ 
183 

172 

£ 
291 

447 

The  principal  Exports  to  the  United  Statea  t 


1901. 

1900. 

Bnlbs 

7,634 

£ 
11,382 

OnioM 

48,597 

43,039 

Potatoes         

25,224 

25,207 

1,986 

2,515 

The  marked  decrease  in  the  value  of  bulbs  shipped  to  the 
United  States  waa  due  to  a  shoi-t  crop.     Prices  vere  good. 
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The  oniou  crop  ivaa  fully  up  to  the  average  ia  quanti^,  but 
prices  were  very  low  owing  to  the  large  quaati^  kept  in  cold 
storage  in  the  L'nited  States. 

(B.) — Mines,  Manupactuees,  and   Fisheries. 
There  are  no  mines. 

Ifanufaetures. 

There  is  an  ice  factory  which  manufactures  most  of  the  ice 
locally  consumed. 

There  are  two  arrowroot  factories,  one  of  which,  recently 
established,  is  equipped  with  modem  plant,  and  is  capable  of 
producing  a  large  quantity  of  this  valuable  commodity. 

The  cultivation  and  manufacture  of  arrowroot,  which  were  at 
one  time  important  industries  in  this  Colony,  have,  from  various 
causes,  greatly  declined  in  recent  years.  The  arrowroot  produced 
in  the  Colony  by  the  latest  approved  methods  is  of  an  excellent 
quality,  and  there  ia  a  good  opening  for  investment  of  a  limited 
capital  in  this  industry. 

Fisheries. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  some  oi^anised  attempt  is  not  made 
to  develop  the  fishing  industry  of  this  Colony,  in  the  waters  of 
which  fish  abound  in  many  varieties.  During  certain  months 
of  the  year  large  numbers  of  Sying-fish  are  found  in  the  adjacent 
waters  around  the  coast.  This  fish  forms  a  staple  article  of 
food  in  the  Island  of  Barbados  during  certain  months  of  the 
year,  and  n  larire  flpet  of  boats  is  employed  in  the  industry. 
These  fish  can  be  caught  with  little  labour,  and  an  organised 
fishery,  with  sufficient  capital,  would  supply  the  local  demand 
for  fish,  which  is  usually  much  beyond  the  supply,  and  reduce 
the  cost  of  fresh  fish,  which  is  at  present  high.  As  stated  in 
the  last  Blue  Book  Report,  the  fishing  industiy  of  this  Colony 
is  not  engaged  in  to  any  extent  by  any  class  of  the  community 
as  an  exclusive  means  of  livelihood,  but  is  carried  on  by  the 
labouring  population  to  supplement  their  means  of  subsistence 
during  the  summer  months,  when  there  is  little  or  no  demand 
for  agricultural  labourers.  Experienced  fishermen  could  be 
imported,  if  necessary,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  this  Colony 
should  not  supidy  the  American  market  with  a  large  quantity 
of  fresh  fish.  Red  snapper  are  known  to  abound  on  the  various 
banks  around  these  Islands,  and  this  fish  is  well  known  in  the 
.\merican  market. 

Some  attention  might  also  be  bestowed  on  the  cultivation 
of  lobsters  (palinurus),  oysters,  and  other  shell  fish,  such  as 
scallops  (i>ecten). 
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A  Natural  Hiatoiy  Society  lias  recently  been  formed  in  this    Berhdd\ 
Colony,  and,  should  means  be  provided  for  research  and  experi-        1901. 
meats  in  the  line  indicated,  it  is  possible  that  useful  and  guffi-         "~~ 
cient  data  will  be  supplied  to  warrant  an  eicperiment  being  made 
on  industrial  lines. 

(C.) — Agricultural   Industiues  and  Botanical 
Stations. 

The  production  of  onions  and  potatoes  for  the  New  York 
market  is  the  chief  agricultural  industry,  which  has  been,  carried 
on  with  varying  success  for  many  years.  In  1901  the  onion., 
crop  was  a  good  one,  hut  the  prices  low.  Attempts  are  beiug 
made  to  introduce  the  Bermuda  onion  to  the  English  markets, 
the  Legislature  having  voted  £1,000  during  1901  to  encourage 
ehipmenta  to  the  United  Kingdom.  Little  or  no  success 
attended  a  previous  experiment  and  expenditure  of  money  for 
this  purpose,  and  it  ia  feared  that  the  coat  ai  production  and 
transport  will  prevent  the  Bermuda  onion  from,  competing  with 
the  Egyptian  and  other  cheap  onions  in  the  English  markets. 

The  potato  crop  df  1901  was  a  short  one,  owing  to  blight. 
Prices  were  fairly  good    and  above  the  average. 

The  culture  of  lily  bulbs  for  export  ranks  next  in  importance, 
and  under  favourable  conditions  is  a  remunerative  industry. 
The  lily  crop  was  a  small  one  in  1901,  owing  to  an  unfavourable 
season — the  bulbs  suffered  from  the  protracted  draught.  Prices 
were  good.  Thei-e  is  still  a  good  demand  for  bulbs  in  the  usual 
markets,  and  the  cultivation  is  again  increasing  steadily,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  output  will  reach  its  former  limit.  Farmers 
are  taking  care  to  plant  good,  healthy  bulbs  after  careful 
selection. 

The  Public  Garden. 

The  public  garden,  which  is  supported  as  an  experimental 
agricultural  station,  is  under  the  control  and  management  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture.  The  Legislature  has,  since  the  date 
of  its  establishment,  voted  liberal  supplies  for  its  up-keep. 
During  1901  the  extensive  greea-houses  were  completed,  and 
provision  has  been  voted  for  an  iacreaaed  water  supply.  The 
Siiperintendent  conducted  many  useful  experiments  during  the 
year,  although  he  was  heavily  handicapped  by  the  exceptional 
and  severe  drought  during  the  summer  months.  Besides  en- 
deavouring to  t^ach  the  farmers  how  to  improve  their  staple 
produce,  and  to  combat  the  many  pests  that  attack  their  crops, 
the  Superintendent  ia  striving  to  find  some  crop  for  the  months 
during  which  the  land  is  at  present  allowed  to  remain  fallow 
which  will  prove  remunerative  without  unduly  exhausting  thn 
land. 
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(E.) — Shippinq. 


The  total  number  of  vessels  whicli  entered  and 
the  year  1901,  in  cinnparison  with  1900,  is  shown  i 
table:  — 


cleared  during- 
n  l^e  folloiwing*^ 


1901. 

1900. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Steun. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

British      

Tons. 
689,471 

Tone. 
20,324 

Tons. 
709,796 

Tons. 
666,563 

Tons. 
12,556 

Tons. 
579,119 

Aaacrioftn 

12,094 

28,161 

40,255 

7,456 

9,453 

16,909 

Auatriui 

7,440 

- 

7,«0 

21,080 

- 

21,080- 

Belgian     

5,142 

- 

5,142 

_ 

- 

- 

Duiish      

16,032 

- 

16,032 

6,396 

1,320 

7,716. 

Dutch       

8,072 

- 

8,072 

- 

- 

_ 

French     

6,428 

652 

7,080 

- 

- 

- 

German    

32,174 

1,492 

33,666 

34,721 

- 

34,721- 

Greek       

3,572 

- 

3,572 

_ 

~ 

- 

It«diMl        

35.014 

1,310 

36,324 

33,278 

33,278 

Norwegian 

25,714 

3,509 

29,223 

12,180 

728 

i2,m 

Portugnese 

3,242 

- 

3,242 

- 

- 

- 

Buvian    

- 

370 

370 

- 

1,905 

1,905- 

Swedish    

_ 

1,826 

1,826 

- 

- 

- 

Spanish     

30.214 

- 

90,214 

17,784 

_ 

17,784 

Urugoayan 

- 

" 

- 

4,412 

— 

4,412 

Totals        ... 

874,609 

57,644 

932,253 

703,870 

26,962 

729,832 

The  increaae  in  tlie  toniiage  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared 
shown  by  the  above  figmes  was  brought  about  chiefly  by  the 
number  of  military  transports  conveying  prisonera  of  war  to  the  ■ 
Colony,  the  tonnage  of  which  amounted  to  29,T49  tons,  and 
also  by  the  arrival  of  steamers  bringiI^t  machinery  and  aiores  for 
the  Docb^ard  Extension  Works.     There  wae  also  »n    iacreas»- 
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lin  the  number  of  vesaek  calling'  at  these  Islands  for  coals,  and    Bbrmoda, 
on  account  of  Btresa  of  weather.     The  number  of  steamships  and        l**!. 
nailing  vesBels  that  called  at  Murray's  anchorage  at  St.  Gleorge's        ~"~' 
for  coals  and  supplier  during  the  year  was  140,  and  the  tonnage 
was  135,574,  as  compared  with  115,674  in  1900.     Should  the 
pix^tosed  inter-oceauic  canal  at  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  be  built, 

'it  is  likely  that  there  will  be  a  large  increase  in  tiie  number 
of  ships  calling  at  Bennnda. 

Shipping  Entered  and  Cleared  for  last  Five  Years. 


Y^r. 

British. 

Foreign. 

Tom. 

45,584 

1897 

Toua. 
300.954 

1898 

409.751 

62,205 

1899 

483,430 

86,349 

1900 

579,119 

160,713          1 

1901 

709,795 

222,458 

III.— LEGISLATION. 

Forty  Acta  were  pa«sed  during  1901,     Eight  of  the  i 
were  consolidating  Acts,  three  of  which  were  consolidating  and 
amending  Acts. 

No.  5. — The  Alien  Act,  1901.  This  measure  amends  the  law 
of  the  Colony  to  give  effect  to  a  Convention  entered  into  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  oi  Amei-ica  relative 
to  the  disposal  of  real  and  personal  property. 

No.  15. — The  Court  Act,  1901.  Hiis  measure  increases  the 
fees  to  be  paid  to  the  Assistant  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General 
Assize. 

No.  18. — The  Victoria  Day  Act,  1901.  This  measure  enacts 
that  the  24th  day  of  May  in  every  year  shall  be  set  apart  as  a 
public  holiday,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  Her  late  Majesty 
Queen  Victoria. 

No.  26.— The  Speedy  Trials  Act,  1901.  This  measure  enacts 
that  every  prisoner  may,  with  his  own  consent,  be  tried  by  the 
Court  of  General  Assize  at  a  special  criminal  session  without  a 
jury.  The  criminal  offences  triable  under  the  Act  include  any 
'Crime  which  is  not  a  felony,  and  any  misdemeanour  the  punish- 
raent  for  which  is  imprisonment  with  nr  without  hard  labour, 
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Bbbhuba,  or  a  fine,  forfeiture,  or  penal^,  with  or  without  the  iJternative- 
<       1901.       of  imprisonment. 

No.  29.— The  Financial  SyBtem  Act,  1901.  This  measure  made- 
provision  for  the  appointment  of  an  officer  to  prepare  a  scheme - 
for  the  reoi^a>nizati(Hi  of  the  financial  system  of  the  Colony. 

No.  35. — The  Civil  Service  Superannuation  Act,  1901.  Tkia 
measure  amends  the  law  of  the  Colony  relating  to  the  superaoinua' 
tion  of  public  ofBcera,  by  recognizing  the  services  of  officers 
who  entered  the  public  service  prior  to  the  1st  January,  1894, 
the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  operation  of  the  origintJ 
Act.  Those  public  officers  concerned  have  been  given  the  option 
of  paying  up  the  contributions  that  would  have  been  deducted 
from  their  salaries  had  the  Act  been  in  operation,  to  enable- 
them  to  count  the  whole  of  their  service  for  superannuation. 

No.  39.— The  Police  Establishment  Act,  1901.  This  measure 
provides  for  the  re -organization  and  increase  of  the  police  force- 
and  the  substitution  ot  rural  police  constables  appointed  by  the 
Governor  for  parish  constables  elected  annually  by  the 
parishioners. 


IV.— EDTJCATION. 

The  Inspector  of  School  furnishes  the  following  returns:  — 

Twenty-two  aided  primary  schools,  with  1,266  scholars  (655- 
boys  and  611  girls) ;  school  fees,  £499 ;  Government  contribu- 
tions, f  1,064.  Three  aided  secondary  schools,  with  114  scholars 
(71  boys  and  43  girls) ;  school  fees,  £337 ;  Government  contribu- 
tions, £139. 

In  addition  to  two  garrison  schools  and  one  dockyard  school, 
there  are  about  30  other  primary  schools  not  receiving  any  aid 
from  Colonial  funds. 

There  arc  four  secondary  schools  in  the  Colony  receiving  no- 
Government  grants,  namely,  the  Saltus  Grammar  School  for- 
white  boys,  the  Collegiate  Institute  for  coloured  boys  and  girls, 
and  the  Convent  School  and  High  School  for  white  girls,  all' 
of  which  are  situated  in  or  near  the  city  of  Hamilton. 

A  Centre  for  the  Cambridge  Local  Examinations  was 
established  in  Bermuda  in  1891. 


v.— GOVERNMENT   INSTITUTIONS. 
(A.) — ^Hospitals. 
There  is  no  hospital  maintained  by  the  Colonial  Government. 
There  is  a  cottage  hospital  near  the  city  of  Hamilton,  which  i»- 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions. 
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Hospitals  an  nuontained  in  connection  with  tlie  Imperial  JHwimpi^ 
Kaval  and  Military  Establislunents.  Wt. 

(B,)— LUKAHC    ASTLTTU. 

An  asf  lum  for  ihe  care  and  treatment  of  the  insane  was  £nt 
established  in  this  Colony  in  1846. 

T)xirini;i;  the  year  certain  alterationa  vere  made  to  the  building 
used  by  the  male  inmates  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of 
a  certain  number  of  cells.  These  alterations  have  proved  most 
Satisfactory  in  eveiy  way, 

The  Uedical  OfRcer  of  Health  is  the  Medical  Superintendent 
of  the  inptitntion,  and  there  is  a  competent  staff  of  attendants. 

Four  patients  (males)  were  admitted  into  the  asylum  in  190L 
Two  patients  were  discharged.  The  daily  average  number  (rf 
patients  was  45  f24  males  and  21  females). 

(E.) — Satiwos  Bask. 

The  number  of  depositors  on  3Ist  December,  IdOl,  was  1,65S, 
havinj^  an  aggrefrate  sum  of  £38,023  to  their  credit,  as  compared 
with  l,48fi  depositors  in  1900,  having  £35,338  to  their  credit 

The  last  audited  statement  (to  30th  June,  1901)  shows  tho 
liabilities  of  the  Bank  on  that  date  to  be  £37,853. 

The  assets  of  the  Bank  on  the  same  date  amounted  to  £34,674, 
consisting  of  investments  in  British  Consols,  £32,503,  and  cash 
to  the  amount  of  £2,171. 

(F.)  Fbibhdlt  Socibtib3. 

The  number  of  Friendly  Societies  on  the  Register  on 
■Ust  December,  1901,  was  nine. 


VI.-^tTDICIAL  STATISTICS 
(A.) — Police. 

The  regular  police  fotve  coneists  of  a  superintendent,  a  chief 
constable,  and  eight  constables. 

Eight  extra  constables  are  also  employed  as  night  watchmen 
in  the  city  of  Hamilton  uid  two  in  the  town  of  St.  Geoi^, 
and  there  are  altogether  21  parish  constables  who  are  elected  in 
the  several  parishea. 

11891  B 
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BaRHUBi,        The  cost  of  tlie  police  establishment  in  1901  vita:  — 

^^  Salaries  (iaclusive  of  salai'ies  of  three  Police 

Magistrates)  £2,052 

Other  charges  ,,.         ...         ...         ...  72 

£2,124 

Oce-fourth  of  the  net  cost  of  the  regular  police  eatablishmeut 
is  paid  by  the  townships  of  EamilbMi  and  St.  George  and 
parish  of  Sandys,  between  which  places  the  r^ular  force  is 
distribatfid. 

Under  the  proviaicms  of  "  The  Police  Act,  1901,"  which  has 
not  yet  become  law,  the  police  force  is  to  coasist  of  an  inspector, 
three  chief  consiables,  and  fifteen  constables,  and  the  present 
parish  constables,  who  are  elected  annually  by  the  parishioners, 
are  to  be  replaced  by  rural  constables  appointed  by  the  Governor. 
A  sum  not  exceeding  £-100  per  annum  is  also  to  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Governor  for  the  employment  wf  detectives  when 
necessary. 

(B.)-— Pkisoxs. 

The  number  of  persona  confined  in  the  gaols  was  87  (8>)  males 
and  four  females).  Of  these,  35  were  committed  for  safe 
custody  till  trial,  or  for  want  of  security,  and  32  for  purposes  of 
penal  imprisonment. 

'Fke  cost  of  the  gaols  in  1901  was  £1,509. 

(C) — Cbiminal  Statistics. 

The  number  of  oifeuces  reported  to  the  police  or  magistrates 
during  the  year  was  315,  an  increase,  compared  with  1900,  of 
,  61,  and  a  decrease,  compared  with  1899,  of  8. 

The  number  of  persons  apprehended  by  the  police  or  summoned 
before  the  magistrates  waa  304,  of  whom  217  were  summarily 
convicted,  29  discharged  for  want  of  eridence,  43  acquitted, 
and  16  committed  for  trial  in  the  Superior  Coiirts. 

Of  the  217  persons  summarily  convicted,  164  were  fined, 
10  imprisoned  in  lieu  of  fine  or  surety,  34  peremptorily  imprisoned, 
1  was  whipped.  1  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace,  and  7  discharged 
after  conviction  without  punishment. 

Twen^-one  cases  were  tried  in  the  Superior  Courts  during  the 
year,  and  the  convictions  numbered  10.  Of  these,  6  were  for 
offences  f^^ainst  the  person,  and  3  for  offences  against  property. 
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(A.) — POPIJI^TIOM.  ~~' 

At  the  GenBUB  taken  on  the  Slst  March,  1901,  the  resident 
civilian  population  was  returned  as  17,535  persons,  the  white 
population  numbering  6,383  (3,149  males  and  3,234  females), 
the  coloured  11,152  (5,467  males  a^d  5,695  females). 

Compared  with  the  figures  of  the  last  CensuB,'taken  in  1891, 
the  total  population  ^ows  an  estimated  increase  of  2,522. 

The  Registrar-General  estimates  that  the  natural  increment 
of  the  cmlian  population  between  the  time  of  the  taking  of  the 
Census  on  the  Slst  March,  1901,  and  the  end  of  the  year  was 
304,  and  that  the  excess  of  immigration  over  emigration  _for 
the  same  period  was  742.  He,  therefore,  estimates  that  the  total 
resident  civilian  population  at  the  end  of  1901  consiflted  of 
18,481  persons.  The  estimated  total  population,  including  the 
Naval  and  Military  EBtftblisbments  and  the  prisoners  of  war, 
was  26,589  persons. 

The  birth-rate  was  34-7,  and  the  death-rate  218  per  1,000. 

The  infante  registered  as  bom  out  of  wedlock  were  in  the 
proportion  of  I5'4  io  100  births. 

(B.) — Public  Health. 

The  state  of  the  pxiblic  health  during  the  year  was  good. 

The  average  strength  of  the  Imperial  forces  in  Bermuda  in 
1901  was  3,723 ;  the  deaths  were  21 ;  the  rate  of  mortality  thus 
being  about  5'6  per  1,000. 

The  Senior  Medical  Officer  in  charge  uf  the  military  force& 
in  the  command  reports  that  the  general  health  of  the  troops 
has  been  good.  The  average  strength  of  the  European  garrison 
was  1.014,  non-European  707.  Number  of  admissions  to  hospital 
897.  Ratio  of  admisBions  per  1,000  of  strength — European 
605-52,  non-European  400-28.  Number  of  deaths — European 
13,  non-E&i-opean  6.  Average  number  of  daily  sick  70'23. 
Average  strengtii  of  officers  169 ;  cases  of  sickness  27 ;  deaths 
none.  The  large  increase  of  sickness  and  deaths  amtmg  the 
European  garriBon  was,  to  a  laige  extent,  if  not  entirely,  due 
to  malarii^  fever  contracted  in  South  Africa.  These  troops, 
arrived  in  the  Colony  as  guanl  to  the  prisoaers  of  war. 

The  Principal  Naval  Medical  Officer  reports  that  the  number  of 
eases  of  disease  and  injuiy  admitted  into  the  Royal  Naval 
Hospital  was  287.     There  were  three  deaths. 

The  average  daily  mean  strength  vf  the  naval  forces  in  the 
Colony  during  the  year  1901,  corrected  for  the  time  each  ahiu 
reniainefl  in  port,  waa  2,002,  This  included  789  men  employed 
m  the  dockyaAl. 
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(D.) — ^Meteoboiogicax  Obsehvatioks. 

Xlie  retui-ns  from  the  Obserratorj'  at  Prospect  Camp,  which  is 
151  feet  ftboTH  sea  level,  show  as  follows :  — Mean,  atmospheric 
pressure  for  the  year,  30'033  inches ;  mean,  temperature  of  the 
air,  7U'-')  degrees ;  mean  relative  humidity,  T9'4  per  cent^ ;  mean 
hourly  velocity  nf  thf  wind,  d'4  miles ;  total  amoont  of  rainfall 
during  the  year,  Ii2'(il  inches ;  difference  of  rainfall  fnua  average 
of  past  nine  years.  2'31  inches  m(xe ;  number  of  days  during  the 
year  on  which  rain  fell,  324. 


VIII.— POSTAL,    TELEGKAPH,   AND    TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 

The  total  leveuue  of  the  Post  Office  in  1901  was  £5,73a, 
compared  with  a  revenue  of  £4,49^3  in  1900.  The  expenditure 
was  £4,536,  compared  with  £4,315  in  1900. 

The  net  revenue  from  the  Post  Office  in  1901  was  thus 
£1,198. 

The  Post  Office  has  for  some  years  been  more  than,  self- 
supporting,  a  steady  growth  in  the  revenue  owing  to  increasing 
transactions  having  more  than  counterbalanced  the  losses  arising 
from  reductions  in  postage.  The  increase  in  correspondence  ia 
mainly  due  to  the  steady  immigration  into  this  Colony  from  the 
"West  Indies  during  the  last  few  years. 


Postal  Service. 

The  sum  of  £2,952  was  paid  out  in  the  Colony  on  Money 
Orders  from  abroad,  as  compared  with  £1,946  in  1900. 

The  amount  paid  into  the  Post  Office  on  account  of  MtHiey 
Orders  for  abn^id  during  the  year  was  £18,006,  as  compared 
with  £12,751  in  1900,  A  large  jnt>poirtioii  of  this  money  was 
sent  by  West  Indian  labourers  working  in  this  Colony  to  their 
families  in  the  West  Indies.  These  Money  Ordew  amounted  to 
£8,780,  those  to  the  United  Kingdom  £6,960.  The  number  of 
letters  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  907,268,  and  the  parcels 
8,112.  The  Parcel  Post  service  has  increased  considerably.  The 
Bermuda  Government  pays  a  subsidy  of  £750  for  the  convey- 
ance of  mails  between  the  Colony  and  New  York,  and  subsidies 
amounting  to  £500  for  eonveyajice  of  mails  between  the  Colony 
and  Halifax,  N.S.,  Jamaica,  Turks  Islands,  and  the  West  Indies, 
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TbLXOBAPHS    AMD   TeLBPHOKBS.  BBEVUnA, 

1901 

The  inland  telegi«pfa  service,  which  ia  under  the  c(»itro}  oi  -  <— 
'tite  militar;,  provides  telegraphic  commuoicaticm  between  thv  - 
jprincipal  parts  of  the  Colony.  An  efBcient  telephone  service 
throughout  the  Colony  is  worked  by  a  private  company. 
'  The  cables  of  the  Halifax  and  Bermudas  Cable  Cotrnpany, 
Limited,  and  the  Direct  West  India  Cable  Company,  Limited, 
both  of  which  companies  are  under  subsidy  from  the  Imperial 
•C^o^emment,  connect  Bermuda  with  the  outside  world  through 
Halifax  on  the  one  hand,  and  Turks  Islands  and  Jamaica  on 
tKe  aOier.  The  cable  to  Halifax  waa  laid  in  1890,  and  that  fo 
Turks  Islands  and  Jamaica  in  1898.  The  Company  also  hav« 
a'  cable  between  Hamilton  and  St.  George  for  the  use  of  the 
ptiblic. 


IX.— MILITARY  FORCES. 

The  Imperial   expenditure  returns  are  as  foltovs: — 

£ 

Governor's  salary  2,199 

Military  establishments         207,847 

Compared  with  1900  the  latter  return  shows  an  increaee  of 
£61,567. 

The  expenditure  on  the  naval  establishments  is  not  returned. 
The  average  strength  of  the  regular  military  forces  at  Bermuda 
in  1900  was  1,721,  and  the  avei-age  strength  of  the  naval  forcee 
:  2,002. 

Return  of  Militia.— The  Bermuda  Militia  Artilleiy,  369 
'  ofBcers  and  men,  uid  the  Submarine  Miners  Engineer  Militia, 
40  officers  and  men. 

Return  of  Volunteers. — Bermuda  Rifle  Volunteer  Corps,  319 
'  officers  and  men. 


X.— GEA'ERAL   OBSERVATIONS. 

CrVIL  ESTABLISHHENT. 

Mr.  Eyre  Hutson,  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Alison  as  Colonial 
Secretwy,  arrived  in  the  Colony  on  the  16th  July, 

Mr.  Allan  F.  Smith,  ('nlonial  Postmaster,  acted  as  Colonial 
.Secretary  ftom  the  Ist  January  to  the  ISA  July. 
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Mr.  Thomas  S.  Held,  Mayor  of  Hamilton,  was  appointed  t» 
the  Legialative  Council  on  Ute  16th  Septembn,  in  tiie  room  at 
Mr.  3.  S.  Ingham,  deceaeed. 

Thft  Hon.  P.  W.  Major,  Heceiver-General,  waa  appointed,  on. 
the  16tfa  November,  to  report  on  the  financial  administration  of 
the  Colony. 

The  Hon.  B.  D.  Darrell  was  appointed  an  AMiatant  Joatida 
of  the  Court  of  Generd  Assize,  vice  Hon.  T.  N.  Dill,  resigned. . 

lulflGRATIOir. 

Uuriog  the  year  1901  the  number  of  immigrants  that  arriTed' 
in  these  Islands  fi-om  the  West  Indies  was  abnorm^y  high. 
The  Immigration  Officer  at  Hamilton  eetimatee  the  number  to- 
have  been  795.  Uf  these,  118  returned  to  the  West  Indies,  or 
left  the  Colony  temporarily.  148  Italians  were  also  imported 
from  the  Argeotine  as  labourers  by  the  contractors  for  tho- 
Dockyanl  Extension  Works, 

The  total  number  of  immigrants  for  the  year  is  estimated  at 
1,003,  and  the  increase  of  immigration  over  emigration  at  884. 

The  demand  for  labourers  and  mechanics  ^tiU  keeps  up. 

The  high  rate  oif  wages  was  maintained  during  the  year  ia 
spite  of  the  large  increase  in  the  supply  of  labourers  and' 
mechanics. 

I  have  &c., 

Eyee  Hutson, 

Colonial  Secretary. . 
His  Excellency 

Sir  Henry  Le  Guay  Geary.  K.C.B., 

Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief, 
Bermuda. 
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PBIMTED   FOB    HIS    HAJBVTT'S    9TAnONEBT    OFFIOB.. 
Bt  DABLINa  ft  SON,  Ltd.,  3i-40.  Bioem  Snm.  B. 
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COLONIAL  REPORTS— ANNUAL. 
No.  349. 

BRITISH    GUIANA. 


REPORT  FOR   1900-1901. 

(For  Report  for  1899-1900,  see  No.  318.) 


Vctsnitcli  to  bolt)  Koueni  of  Varliamtnl  bs  QTommanti  of  jVts  feutintji. 
March,  1902. 


LONDON: 

PBINTKU    POB    HIS    MAJESTY'S    STATIONEBT    OFFICE. 

Bt  DABLINO  &  SON,  Ltd.,  84-M.  Baoox  Bnuvr,  E. 

ir  tlttongh  an;  Bookaeller,  tiom 


33,  Abdwdow  Stbzxt,  WisTMnremt,  B 

or  OLIVEB  t  BOTD,  Eonntsaas; 

r  E.  PONSONBT,  110,  OKinba  Stxbbt,  Ddblix. 


[Cd.  78S-19  ]     Price  2d. 
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COLONIAL    REPORTS. 

The  following,  among  other,  reporte  relating  to  Hia  Msjertr** 
Colonial  PoaseBsiong  have  been  issned,  and  ma;  be  obtstoed  from 
the  Boorces  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 
ANNUAL. 


No. 

Coteny. 

Tear. 

S21 

Lagwi      

1900 

822 

323 

StHetoni"        '".        '".        Z        '".        '".        Z 

824 

Sem  Leone      

825 

0«nUa 

326 

Bubadoa            

327 

B.h«inM 

326 

Turin  and  Oak«B  Idandi        ^        ^.        ^ 

^ 

329 

Malte      „        ...        ...        ... 

330 

331 

Fiji          

332 

St.  Lnoii 

833 

Fklkland  laUoda           

334 

" 

836 

386 

Britiih  New  Guinea     

1899-1900 

337 

Leewarf  Mandi           

1900 

338 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

339 

Britiab  Hondnraa          

340 

Hong  Kong        

341 
342 

CeylSn     

Gibraltar 

" 

343 

1900^1901 

344 

GoIdCoMt         

1900 

346 

Grenada 

346 

Morthern  Nigeria          

1900-1901 

347 

348 

I*g«      

• 

UI8CELLANEOU8. 


Gold  Gout 
Znloland  ... 
Sierra  Leone 
Canada    ... 


Hong  Kong        „ 
Newfonndkiid    „ 
W«ateni  Pacific .. 
Donunioa,. 
'^gin  Iilanda    ,. 

Grenada 

AnroiUa 

Co^  Ithnds 


Hiscellaneona  Cohmiei ... 
Gilbert  and  Bllioe  iBlaods 
Hong  Kong        


Eoonomio  Agrienltote. 

FoAwta. 

Geology  and  Botany. 

Emigntien. 

SiMllndnrtry. 

Bubonic  n>giM. 

Hinetal  BeMMiraea. 

Brititiah  Solomao  IiUada. 

Agriooltnre, 

Condition  daring  1697. 

Agricnltoie  in  Carriaoon. 

Tital  Statirtica,  1898. 

Trade,  1899. 

Fibre  Industry. 

Legal  Status  of  Britiali  Nortli 

American  Indian*. 
Medical  Beporta. 
Report  for  1896-1900. 
Operations    in    New    TemtOTy 

during  1900. 
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No.  349. 
BRITISH     GUIAJSA. 

(FoTB0pDitfor]S99-]9OO,»N-No.  !IIg.) 


AcTtNQ  OOTEEITOB  AsHlfOBE  to  Mb.  GhaUBBRLAIIT. 

GoTerament  House, 

Geo^:etown,  Demerara, 

December  16, 1901. 
Six, 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  Blue  Book  of 
IhiB  Colony  for  the  year  1900-1901,  together  with  the  report  of 
the  AsBiBtsut  Government  Secretary  thereon. 

2.  Under  "  Land  Grants,"  on  page  20,  Mr.  Hampden  King  has 
noted  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  quite  recent  years  in 
the  moTemeiLt  for  establishing  a  peasantry  on  the  Crown  lands  of 
the  Colony. 

I  have,  &c., 

A.  M.  ASHMOBB. 


10782*— 7&—1/1S02    Wt  3S616     D  ft  8-  -A 
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1900-tlSDl. 


REPORT  ON  THE  BLUB  BOOK  FOR  THE 
YEAR  1900-1901. 


FINANCIAL. 

QsssRAL  BsvxinjE  Aim  Expendttube. 

The  Re'Teiaue  of  the  year,  m  showit  below,  amomited  te 
£bQ9,950  8s.  Od.,  bein^  a  decrease  of  £28,888  6s.  3^d.  on  the 
Revenae  for  the  previooB  ywr. 


1899-1900. 

1900-1901. 

CnitomB 

£        t. 
324,979  10 

d. 

£ 
310,606 

».    ,1. 
4    9i 

Eiciae     

126,497  19 

6i 

110,119 

7    6 

Stamps 

22,881  18 

7* 

22,027 

5    « 

Feea  and  Taxes 

2,792  13 

lOi 

2,637 

3    U 

Government     Lands,     Houees,     and 

8,267  13 

fii 

8,8->3 

10  lOi 

Post  Office  and  Telegraph      

3,616    I 

2* 

3,648 

7    4* 

Crown  Lands 

4,983  19 

1 

6,409 

5  11 

Gold  Industry 

18,953    3 

7 

17,957 

7    2 

UiscellaneouB 

11,044    6 

5* 

8,382 

4    6i 

Interest  

7,088    4 

n 

11,576  11     5 

7,743    3 

^ 

7,762  10    9 

Total      

£538,638  14 

3i 

£509,960 

8    0 

The  Eipeuditore  tor  ihe  yew  auoiuted  to  £505,492  lU  3d., 
and  M  coDipflj«d  with  that  of  tJie  piovious  year  is  Iflfls  by 
£20,050  6<.  UK 
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—  - 

1899-1900. 

1900-1901 

Hk  Ezoelleno;  the  Gtframor 

£       1. 
5,183  10 

d. 
H 

£       .    d 
5,199  18    4 

4.4H  15  10 

4,316    7    6 

Auditor  GenBMl           

3,379    4 

6 

3,290    0    8^ 

B«oeiv«r  Gonoral,  incdnding  Oommia- 

15,049  13 

5 

15,221    0    1 

C^^ 

11,265    2 

8* 

11661  11    6i 

Colonial  Ci*Q  Engineer          

7,670    1 

5 

6  837  17    9i 

Public  Works 

24,418    1 

4 

21,668  IS    H 

8,180  10 

"t 

8,178    8    H 

Harbours           

1,107  17 

11* 

1,117    3     li 

33,998  11 

6* 

28,866  14    4^ 

15,589    3 

H 

13,611    9    9 

Port  Office         

26,837    7 

Oi 

26,395    6  10^ 

Government   Agent,  North  -  Wertern 
DiBtriot. 

1,777  10 

*♦ 

813  13  lot 

Edocation  :— 

Queen's  College     

2,677  12 

** 

2,663  11    3^ 

Primary      

24,849  19 

5 

25,270    3    6i 

Uodemeeniing  Sohool      

2,568  10  Hi 

2,523    1  lOi 

Orphan  Asylum 

1,238    5 

1 

1,253    0    9^ 

21,3^    8 

0 

20,287    3    8 

34,062    6 

A 

33,900  12    H 

Poliee      

63,099    6 

8* 

49,883  11     8^ 

Prisons 

-14,911  18 

5 

14,876    1  10 

Botanic  Gardens          

3,766    7 

9i 

6,090    6    7^ 

MiHtia 

6,552  11 

10 

5,25J  10    7 

R<«iftt»tion      

1,306  16 

«* 

1,442    7    41 

Gamed  forwazd 

324,735  12  11^ 

308,800  16    Ai 
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£irpenditure~~coDt, 


— 

1899-1900. 

1900-1901. 

Broo([ht  fonrard         

£        1.     d. 
324,735  12  11^ 

£        t. 

308,808  16 

1,482  13    2 

1,477    7 

9* 

Centnl  Board  of  Bealtb        

2,637    2  14 

2,089  17 

** 

Jndioiai 

28,719  14    6i 

28,730  14 

4* 

Mmiatm  of  Religion  uid  MiasionariM 

22,226    0    H 

21,942  17 

3 

DepvhDent  of  Mines 

7,869  19    9i 

7,62G    9 

7 

roonEivwi. 

2,427  16    2i 

1,782  16 

2 

17,476  13    4 

16,1%  13 

3 

W.  I.  &  Panama  Tel^wph  CompMy 

4,205  14    2 

4,129    2 

6 

BoadB      

22,492  14    ^ 

19,951     1 

6 

Vaccination       

167  12  11 

212    3 

6 

D'Urban  CoBPae           

100   0   o' 

100    0 

0 

Hnnidpal          

11.920    0    0 

11,795    0 

0 

1,041  13    4 

1,091  13 

4 

7,371  11  11 

8,724    6 

2 

18,665     1  10 

18,467  19 

4 

Public  Debt      

38,994  12    0^ 

38,952    5 

7 

iBtewat 

6,177    4    8 

4,990    8 

6 

•AmonnU  ppovided  by  Hesolntion  of 
Oombined  Court. 

5,080    6    3 

6,893    0 

6 

t  Amonnta  not  provided         

1,860  11  11^ 

1,639  19 

2 

Total  Expbkditdbk 

£525,642  17    2^ 

£506,492  11 

3 

*  Tbeae  amonnte  do  not  appear  on  the  Annnal  Estimate  as  do  the  items 
above  them.  They  are  for  Bervicea  becoming  necesBary  after  paacing  of 
Estimate 

1  anticipation  of  the  authority  of  tbtt 


V  Google 


dOLOMIAL   BKPOBTS — AHHUliL. ' 


The  {oOowing  u  a  comparative  Statement  of  Kevenne  and  "Ex-     Bkinstt 
penditare  for  the  last  five  yean :  —  iSvuifl^- 


Tar. 

B««ne. 

E.p«^ia». 

1896-«         

£       I.    A 

m,m  18  < 

i        ..   i. 
690,616    S    1 

1897-98         

605^  12    8 

1898-99         

£36,885    1    2 

625,887  10    6 

1899-1900      

mjmii  Si 

625,Ha  17    2) 

1900-1901      

(09,960    8    0 

606,492  11    3 

Comparing  the  Biovenue  of  the  first  with  that  of  the  last  year 
of  the  above  table,  there  will  be  found  a  falling  off  of  some 
£46,824.  On  a  similar  compariBon  it  will  be  seen  that  the  expen- 
ditnie  hu  bean  redaoed  l^  £85,124. 

Taxatiok. 

The  Duties  of  Ciutinas  levied  during  the  year  show,  generally 
■peaking,  an  upward  tendency.  Thaadvalorem  ratewas  increawd 
fo>m  10  to  16  per  cent,  with  a  rebate  of  6  per  cent  on  the  duties 
on  all  goodB  except  Tobacco,  Spirits,  Opium,  Cannabis  Indica, 
its  extracts  and  its  {ffeparationa,  including  Bhang,  Gange,  Charaa 
and  Majoon,  and  Matches. 

In  the  case  of  thir^-thi'ee  items  im  the  Specific  List,  there  was 
an  increase  of  duty,  while  six  items  were  removed  from  the  Free 
Schedule  and  required  to  pay  either  specific  or  ad  valorem  duty. 

Fiftem  item«  were  transferred  fnmi  the  ad  valorem  list  to  the 
Specific  Duty  List. 

In  the  case  of  twenfy-two  items  on  the  Specific  Duty  List,  tlie 
duties  were  reduced. 

The  ^tem  of  aasessing  the  duties  upon  Spirits  and  Stnmg 
Wateim,  in  force  prior  to  the  enactment  of  the  Customs  Duties 
Oidiuance  of  1899,  was  retained  ia,  the  duty  per  gallon  being; 
carried  out  at  |3.60  per  gallon,  with  the  proviso  that  the  irnpw 
tation  of  spirits  26%  or  more  under  proof  be  prohibited,  except 
BQch  as  may  be  passed  by  the  Comptroller  as  Liqueurs. 

The  provision  in  the  Tax  Ordinance  under  which  ruinate  land 
was  required  to  pay  a  tax  of  l^d.  per  acre  was  withdrawn.  This 
tax  was  originally  imposed  witii  a  view  to  preventing  the  locking 
up  of  land,  and  to  provide  a  means  for  (Staining  poeeession  of 
laikd,  la^e  tracts  of  which  were  lying  practically  ownerless  and 
of  no  value  to  the  community.  The  proviai<m  had  always  been 
objected  to,  and  had  had  no  practical  result. 
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BUTUH  The  ExciBe  duty  on  Bum  maiLiiiactared  in  the  Colony  was  n- 
jjgj^u,  dw»d  from  |2.60  to  12.15  per  gallon.  The  effect  of  thiB  has 
^^  been  to  mnch  improve  the  position  oi  the  retail  spirit  dealers. 

Assets  axd  Liabilities. 

The  Aaaeite  of  the  Colony  on  the  31gt  March,  1901,  atood  ■• 
ff^lowa:  — 


Caah   Balance 

£23,104    1    Oi 

Bne  by  Loan  Account 

pending     issue     of 

Bonda        

5,658  14    1 

£28,662  15    li 
Less — Held  for  Sink- 
ing   Fund    Inveet- 

ment  6,646  19    0 

£22,115  16    li 

Advances  ...  39,459  18     9^ 

Repayment  of  Loans   by  Corporations 

(invested)  60,781  15     1 


£112,357  10     0 


And  on  QiB  same  date  ilie  Liabilities  were:  — 

Deposits  due  Sundty  Bodies  and  Penons     £169,833  10  11 
Unclaimed  Baluices      10,042    3    1 


£169,875  14    OJ 


Leaving  an  excess  of  Liabilities  to  the 

extent  of  £57,518    4     OJ 

«s  compexed  vith  £72,914  Os.  lOd.  at  the  end  of  the  previous 
twelve  months. 


The  following  is  a  Statement  of  the  PuUic  Debt  on  31st  March, 
1901:  — 

For  sums  borrowed  for  the  conAtructi<Hi 

of  Public  Works  and  Public  Purpoees     £493,686    8     4 
For  sums  expended  on  Public  Works  or 
used  for  redemption  of  Bonds,  due  to 
tiie  Crown  Agents  or  to  the  General 
Cash  pending  the  issue  of  Bonds      ...  76,007    3  10^ 


Carried  forward        ...     £568,693  12    2i 


y  Google 


COLONIAL   &BPOKTB — ANITUAL. 

Brouirht  forward        ...      £668,693  12    ii    Bunu 

^  QVJMA, 

For  sums  borrowed  and  advanced  to  Cot-  MOO-UMH 

porations   on  tlie   seoiirity  of   their  ■^~. 

Berenaes  ontatandin^  on  Slat  March, 
1901 194,713  U    8 


£763,407    3  10} 


For  aniua  bomnred  liy  CMUolidated  Im- 
migration Loan  ConuniBaioaen  on 
the  securilj  of  Ui«  B«venue  (rf  the 
Coloiiy  200,000    0    0 


Total  amount  for  which  the  BeTOnue  of 
the  CtAony  ia  pledged £963,407    3  10} 


At  the  corresponding  date  of  the  previoua  year  thia  tot^  was 
lewly  £14.667  U2(Z. 

From  and  out  of  the  mx>ne7B  raised  b;  Loan  for  Public  F«r> 
potee,  sums  aggregating  £367,780  have  been  advanced  from  time 
to  time  to  Corporatioos  and  Public  Bodies  on  the  Security  of 
their  B«venues  ae  follows :  — 

To  the  Mayor  and  Town  Council  of  (George- 
town          £105,417 

To  the  Mayor  and  Town  Council  of  Xew 
Amsterdam  ...         ...         ...         ...  18,645 

To  the  Commissioners  in  aid  of  Water 
Supply  "Works      122,167 

To  the  Gommiaaion«rB  of  Vlissengen         . . .  41,216 


Demerara-Easequebo  Railway 
Miscellaneous  Louis  recoverable 


41,667 


Full  |»oyiaion  is  made  each  year  for  Sinking  Fund  aod  !&• 
terest  in  respect  of  all  Loans  for  which  tlie  revenues  of  the  Colpi^ 
are  directly  pledged.  

CnSBENCT. 

Accounts  are  kept  in  dollars  and  oente.  British  iNronae,  silvei 
and  gold  coins  and  the  note  issues  of  Uie  British  Guiana  and 
Colonial  Banks  (in  dollars  from  (6  upwards),  together  with  a 
small  quantity  of  United  States,  Spanish  and  Mexican  gold  coin, 
make  up  the  general  currency.  The  old  ailver  guilder  coiniige 
has  now  been  withdrawn  from  circulation.  On  the  Slat 
March,  1901,  the  amount  of  paper  curreoicy  in  circulation  was 
estimated  at  £122.034. 
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OoMTASATm  Statehbnts  of  Total  EEVxinrs  Am  Expeitsitukb 
ft^UML^  or  TBI  MunroiPAUTiEs. 

^^  Georgetown. 


T«u-. 

Bevenne, 

EzpenditoK. 

1896-7 

1897-8    

1898-9    

1899-1900         

1900-1901          

S, 
51,411 

63,116 

63,788 

64,766 

57,870 

£ 
61,067 

63,717 

63,107 

50,990 

53,726 

Th«  priticiiwl  Bonroes  of  reTeuue  daring  tiie  year  under  r8pc»i 
woe: — Town  Tblzw  (a  tax  of  2%  oil  tiie  Talnati<m  of  all  houses 
«ul  landi  ia  the  Gitg),  £33,493 ;  Market  Fem,  £5,468,  and  Water 
BstEW,  £2,694.  On  the  expenditure  side  £10,078  were  absorbed 
in  redamption  of  Bonds  and  payment  of  interest  in  respect  of  the 
Corpmration'ft  Debt.  Labottr  and  Sanitary  Superinteodence  cost 
£6,818;  Lighting,  £3,365;  Fire  Brigade,  £6,346;  Salaries, 
£3,034;  Water  WtH-ks,  £4,910;  Conservancy,  £2,338;  Ceme- 
teries, £1,396. 

The  Fire  Brigade  oif  the  City  is,  by  law,  under  the  superinten- 
dence  of  the  Mayor  and  Town  Council,  and  ia  entirely  manned 
from  the  British  Guiana  Police  Force,  the  Qoramment  and  the 
Corporation  dividing  the  cost  equally  between  them. 

The  City,  which  has  a  population  of  53,000,  is  well  lighted  1^ 
eleotrioi^,  and  there  is  an  electric  tramway  serrice  on  the  over- 
head trolley  system,  with  10  miles  of  permanent  way  laid. 

N«tt>  Amsterdam. 


Tew. 

BnuiK. 

1896-7     „ 



10,271 

9,212 

1897-8    « 

„    „.    

8,9M 

7,888 

1898-a     ... 



9,M4 

6,628 

1899-1900 



9,Ka 

e,s« 

1900-1901 



9,148» 

8,01li' 

*  These  flgarai  do  not  include  the  Iioan  mnd  Expenditai 
with  the  Electric  Light  Plmnt  owned  and  worked  b^r  the  Hanicipslitj. 
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Town  Ttam  produced  £3,404,  and  Water  Bates,  £611.    £1,130     Bkithh 

were  expended  on  ike  service  of  the   debt  of  thiB  CorponUion  S5?^oii\ 

dnring  the  past  year;  £1,716  mi  Water  Worka  and  £900  oa  ^_     ' 
Boads. 

Debts  of  MuimaPALinES. 

On  the  Slat  Ddoember,  1900,  tJie  total  Debt  «f  the  Municipalit? 
ol  Georgetown  was  £79,764',  and  of  New  Amsterdam  £20,216. 
Full  provision  is  made  annually  by  the  Corporatdoika  for  the  re- 
payment of  loans  and  for  payment  oi  interest  theoreon. 

In  the  Village  Commxmitiea,  of  which  there  are  smne  24  in  the 
Colony, withan  estimated  population  of  :!2,800,the  sum  of  £5,621 
was  collected  for  local  purposes  1^  means  of  rates  varying  from 
1%  to  4^%  on  the  aooooBed  value  of  property.  The  expenditiire 
amounted  to  £5,268.  There  was  due  to  the  GtovrarmiMit  on  the 
3lBt  March.  1901,  the  sum  of  £16,000  for  loena  to  Villages. 


TEADE,  AGRICULTURE  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

luPOBTS   AND  EXPOBTS. 

A  comparison  of  all  imports  into  the  Col<ttiy  for  the  years  1899- 
19U0  and  1900-1901  under  a  general  classification  shows  the 
following  results :  — 


ArtiolM. 

1899-1900. 

1900--1901. 

I   Live  Animals,  Food  and  Drinks 

£ 
687,290 

*.    <l. 
6    2 

£        t.    d. 
637,466    7    6 

II.  R«w  MatertaU- 

(a.)  Textile           

(6.)  Metftl 

(c.)  Other 

18,918 

0    0 

41,810    3    8 

(a.)  Textile           

(6.)  Metal 

(c.)  Other 

142,164 
14G,536 
366,167 

19    6 
12    »h 
5    9 

218,241     13    bi 
137,743    16  10 
331,141     14    9| 

IV,  (Join  and  Bunion 

69,624 

16    0 

27,136    16  lot 

Total        

1,318,701 

0    n 

1,398,628    12    H 

V  Google 


nvtm        Tb»  following  »  »  eomptnUv^  cfatnnait.oi  the.  .chief  artielaa- 


Trnlne. 

ArlaOm. 

1899~1H». 

1900-1901. 

Beef,  pickled     » 

15,524 

£ 
17,761 

Bi(7<ilM«iidtrii7olw.»        ...        » 

6^.. 

3,006 

Booti  wd  ahoea          „ 

18^96 

26,966 

B««dr - 

IfiU 

1,918 

Brei>d.c»)ker.,Ao 

2,957 

2,020 

Building  materimli''      

10,161 

2,164 

Bnttei 

18,233 

18,575 

8,783 

9,530 

Cfceew 

6,020 

6,648 

dotbing            

7,419  ■ 

6,978 

Coftl        

17,877 

36,061 

Ocmniekl,  &o. 

4,540 

3,834 

Com  or  maize 

1,959 

2.278 

8,543 

8,634 

Earthen  and  glaanran            

4,478 

5,273 

E«Ute  ioppliesi-           

18,978 

4,687 

Fiah,  dried         

44,884 

48.361 

Floor    ■ 

136,388 

123,180 

Gin         

1,918 

1,974 

Ondoaodpnlae           

22.718 

28,684 

HaberdMhetT  and  millinerr 

19,111 

19,845 

Hardwaie  and  cntleiyt           

36,278 

26,920 

Linen,  cotton  and  woollen  gooda 

139,254 

156,673 

Lumber,  pine    

27,025 

25,056 

"  Galraniaed  Meets,  now  on  Spedfio  Uat,  w 
4-  BasB  and  Backa,  now  on  E^ocafio  List,  w«r 
I  Bnlts  and  Nnta,  Naik,  Cnaiiu^  fto.,  now 


tte  inoladed 
included  in 
on  Specific 


in  1899-1900. 
1899-1900. 
Lilt,  inclnded  ii 


V  Google 


OOI^MTAL   BBPOBIi — AVUVAh. 

Importi — ocmt.  . 


VbIm. 

ArtiolM. 

1899-1900. 

1900-1901. 

Mklt  liquor        

17,916 

20.066 

Uannree 

88,121 

100,«27 

Meata      

6,884 

7,582 

Milk,  coDdeoMd            

6,161 

4,453 

OatB       

9210 

9,945 

Oil,  petTokrani 

9,837 

11,870 

Oil,  other           

11,130 

20,686 

Pork,p»kled     

34,066 

4B,I3S 

Potat-?** 

13,333 

11,730 

Rice       

99,342 

79,612 

8Mp,cammoti 

9,912 

14,761 

67,019 

86,312 

6,392 

41.066 

Tol)Moo,le*f     

8,977  . 

7.264 

TobwKo,  aumnfaohmd          

6,823 

7,770 

■Whi«kj              

6,661 

6,270 

"Wines 

4,840 

6,126 

BKnUH 

1«0&^1S^ 


y  Google 


COLONIAl.    BEPOBT8 — AHHUA.L. 


I  si    6 

^-^■3  SI 
1=11 


§  iiij. 


S  s'g 


S    lis 


■^  =       M       2 
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TalmBiff  local  prodiioeftlaik»  and  diTidingUiuideritipriiuipil    Butna 

headiiliefolliyinngianataanotoiMdf—  SSA 

Local  ProdMce.  •  ■•■^i.  ■ 


_ 

1899-1900. 

l«m-1901. 

iitOmu 

Qnntit;. 

VdM. 

«~rtitr. 

Teln. 

aw>      

Toiu. 

U,7S3 

£ 
.1,101,754 

94,746 

1,127,4*7, 

Bum         

Oilb. 

8,3H361 

208,398 

4,023,828 

!19,8» 

MoluM 

Salb. 

3M,7M 

20,092 

230,063 

12,371 

TimbM      

Cab.  feet 

170,632 

11,284 

287,640 

18,20» 

«>i»«l«    

No. 

»,J78,97S 

2,8*1 

9,8«3,U« 

2,642 

Bdlat>      ..       .. 

Lba. 

297,821 

IVW' 

426,371 

19,6Sii 

Bnltion  (B*w  Gold 

Ob. 

112,823 

414,627 

108,622 

393,084 

-Hidei        

No. 

6,294 

i,m 

6,441 

1,7!6 

Cattle       

Hnd. 

628 

1,684 

766 

2,609 

Ohucod 

Bv. 

67,818 

6,666 

66,693 

7,336 

Cocoa       

Lbe. 

124,001 

3,297 

16,898 

609 

TiMtiiig  die  fiiforei  for  foreign  prodooe  in  tiie  aame  w^,  we 
kave: — 

Foreufn  Produce, 


1899-1900. 

1900-1901. 

Aitido. 

Qoutitj. 

Tolno. 

^^,. 

Tahie. 

Beet  (picUed)     ... 

Bih. 

1,202 

£ 
2,664 

617 

£ 
1,189 

F«h  (driod)        ... 

Owt. 

4,381 

3,966 

3,674 

9,184 

Flonr        

Brla. 

15,726 

10,824 

9,089 

7,868 

H«*l^ 

- 

226 

- 

1,973 

Holt  Liquor 

... 

- 

993 

- 

1,260 

OnioDB      

LU. 

293,642 

1,870 

448,737 

1,764 

Poik         

BA. 

790 

1,671 

401 

1,082 
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1899-1900. 

1900-1901. 

ittiolM. 

(Jtmtit,. 

TJoe. 

Or^Ht,. 

Tains. 

Pota.        

LiK. 

3S4,TU 

1,447 

sa^ 

£ 
1,212 

Km          

Lbi. 

61t,U6 

S,«84 

203,308 

867 

OM  H«U1 

Lbs. 

6,769,024 

11,138 

216,454 

2,918 

„    Iron 

T-"- 

- 

- 

2,963 

4,498 

The  Sugar  Crop  erf  the  Coloaf  amoanted  to  94,746  tons,  h- 
•gainst  84,7S2  far  1899-1900.  The  ma^et  coiditioiia  ivimg 
l£e  year  -were  not  unfaToorable,  and  prices,  as  may  be  gathered 
from  the  sabjomed  figares,  were  somenrhat  in  advance  of  tha 
prericnu  year:  — 


1899-1900. 

1900-1901. 

£    ».    d. 

£    ..    d. 

U  wr,  Tunnm  pu,  mU  in  tbe  United 

13  10  10 

13  15    0 

Sqnr,   nfim^  sold  in    the    United 

11  13    4 

9    7    6 

9  11    8 

BiuD,  per  pnncheoD     

8    0    5 

10    8    4 

UoUiaee,  Taonom  pui,  per  paecheon 
oflOOMjfcyellowVJ. 

4  15  10 

5    9    4i 

HohMM,  Htueondo  OroMry 

4    7    6 

5    6    3 

The  total  biporta  and  BzpoctB  for  the  laat  five  years  are  a 
foUowa: — 

ImporU. 


Te«. 

Amount. 

1896-97         

£ 
1,341,709 

1997-98 

1,282,976 

1898-99         

1,371,412 

1899-1900      

1,318,701 

1900-190!      

1^96,629 
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Exports. 


I  Coloniftl  Produoe. 


1   Britiib 

~       OOIAMA, 

1900-1901. 


1896-97 
1897.-98 


1899-1900 

1900-1901 


.1    ,. 


1,667,829 
1,673,013 
1,788,987 
1,895,914 


106,808 

1,899,467 

96,935 

1,783,764 

102,678 

1,776,691 

138,972 

1,927,969 

172,492 

2,068,406 

The  figures  above  quoted  show  a  coasiderable  increase  in  tlie 
export  trade  of  tiie  Colony  for  the  year  of  report,  Colony  produce 
being  responsible  for  £106,927  of  this  increase,  as  against£33,520 
to  the  credit  of  other  produce. 

The  Imports  of  the  past  year  were  derived  from  the  following 
Bouroea :  — 


Imports. 

United  Kingdom    ... 
British  Foweaakms... 
United  State* 
ForngD  Coantries  ... 
Trenail  Twde 

Totil- 


The  produce  of  the  Colony,  exported  during  the  year,  was  dis- 
tributed as  follows :  — 


Exporta. 

Amonnt. 

£ 
936,976 

'      „  British  Colonies          

47,547 

1      .,  United  8tot«i 

884,166 

1      „   Fore^  Conntriea       

27,226 

Total        

1,895,914 
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Bhitub         The  totiJ  trade  of  tlie  Coloi^r  for  the  yeu  was  divided  in  the 
i«vi.^i    folIo™W  proportion»:  — 


TJnited  Kingdom    ... 
BritiBh  PoewHioiu... 
United  States 
Foreign  Countries  ... 


Diiring  the  past  five  years  the  import  trade  from  the  ITnited 
States  has  reached  the  following  amounts :  — 


Tear. 

Amount. 

1896-7          

£ 
299,761 

189t-8          

341,738 

1898-9          

381,360 

18'.i9-1900 

376,321 

1900-1901     

396,111 

The  export  of  Sugar  to  the  United  States  in  the  same  perJoil 
was:  — 


j                           Yeor. 

Tons. 

1     lB9ti-7 

75,672 

1897-8 

69,194 

1898-.9 

78,609 

189»-1900 

68,4ii2 

1900-1901 

70,216 

,,,, 

.  ,     ,      ..    .     ,  _ 

e  A         •      t 

The  arrangement  with  the  ITnited  Statee  of  America  for  a  reci- 
procal tariff  hetweeo  that  country  and  Bntish  Quiana  under 
which  cane  sugar,  freeh  regeiables  and  kaolin  enterii^  the 
United  States  from  this  Colony  will  obtain  a  rebate  of  duty  to 
the  extent  of  18i  per  cent,  had  not,  at  the  date  of  this  report,  been 
brought  into  operation,  the  time  allowed  for  ite  ratification  by 
the  Senate  having  been  extended. 
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Minks,  Manufacture!',  Fisherie3  and  Aoricultuui:.       Bbituh 

OOTAMA, 

The  Gold  Industry  showed  aa  increased  out-put  for  the  year  of   1900-1901. 
1,313  ounces.  ~— 

The  moTement  which  began  in  the  previous  year  in  the  direc- 
tion of  dredging  the  rivers  and  creeks  was  continued.  On  the 
Barima  River  a  large  Dredger  is  in  course  of  erection,  and 
smalleT  ones  are  on  order. 

Preparations  on  a  large  scale  were  commenced  at  Omai  on  the 
Essequibo,  for  obtaining  alluvial  gold  by  a  system  of  Hydraulic 
Elevators  into  which  it©  pay  dirt  is  forced  by  a  larjfe  pump,  the 
water  supply  for  which  will  be  obtained  by  damming  the  Omai 
Creek  and  forming  a  large  Beeervoir.  Should  this  experiment 
prove  successful,  it  will  have  a  most  important  and  beneficial 
effect  on  the  Mining  Industry  of  the  Colony. 

The  amount  of  Ballata  collected  during  the  year  was  almost 
double  that  of  the  previous  year.  Large  tracts  of  virgin  bullet 
tree  forest  were  discovered,  and  this  Industry  is  in  a  very  healthy 
condition  at  present. 

Diamonds  in  cooeiderable  quantities  were  found,  principally  in 
the  Uazaruni  District,  though  a  few  were  found  in  the  Potaro, 
and  there  is  every  sign  of  this  Industry  developing  in  the  future, 
as  more  modem  methods  of  working  are  employed.  Generally 
speaking,  the  mineral  resources  of  the  Colony  appear  to  be  receiv- 
ing considerable  attention. 

A  complete  Handbook  showing  the  results  of  the  Geological 
Survey  of  the  gold  beering  regions  accompanied  by  suitable 
maps,  is  now  in  course  of  preparation  by  Professor  J.  B.  Harrison, 
the  Government  Geologist,  to  whom  the  Colony  is  indebted  in 
this  connection. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  stat^nent  of  the  gold  output 
for  the  last  five  years :  — 


T«ir. 

Om. 

1896-7          ^        ... 

1897-8          

1898-9          

1899-1900    

1900-1901     

127,479 
121,490 
113,114 
112,789 
114,102 

The  Sugar  crop  of  the  Col<m.y  for  the  year  amounted  to  94,746 
tons,  as  against  84,783  tons  for  the  previous  year. 

The  scheme  of  dzperimental  Cane  Cultivation  was  de^e'iped 
and  extended  during  the  year  by  lie  aid  of  the  Imperial  Grant- 
in-Aid  to  the  Colony,  «ud  of  a  special  vot«  by  the  Combined 
Court. 
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Abitibh         '^^  Bice  crop   suiFered   serrerely  from   the   prolonged    dry 

GciiNA,     weathw,  and  most  of  the  grain  reaped  vaa  conanmed  by  the 

19W-190I    growers — ^but  little  oomparatiTely  being  put  on  the  market.    The 

Industiy,  however,  saetns  to  be  now  well  established,  and  nearly 

all  the  land  taken  up  on.  the  banks  of  tlie  MaJiaica  and  Mahaicony 

Creeks  is  planted  in  Kice. 

A  course  of  lectures  on  Botany  and  Agricultural  Chemistiy 
was  given  to  the  Teachers  of  Elementary  Schools  by  Messrs. 
Waby,  of  the  Botanic  Gardens,  and  Saufmaim  of  the  Q^ovem- 
ment  Laboratory.  Blackie's  Tropical  Readers  were  introduoed 
into  some  of  the  schools,  and  a  grant  paid^for  all  the  scholars  who 
could  answer  questions  on  the  subject  matter.  The  result  has 
been  on  the  whole  encouraging. 

Land  GrarUt  and  Qenvral  Value  of  Land. 

The  first  Grown  Lauds  Begulatious  after  the  apprenticfship 
following  on  Emancipation  were  framed  in  1839.  No  lot  of  less 
than  100  acres  could  be  obtained  undetr  them,  and  the  upset 
price  of  the  land  was  fixed  at  £1  per  acre ;  in  addition  to  this  there 
was  the  heavy  coat  of  Survey.  Under  these  Regulations,  which 
would  almost  seem  to  have  been  designed  to  keep  the  small  man 
out,  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  only  some  twenty-two  grants 
of  land  were  made. 

In  1861,  Regulations  were  framed  fixing  the  price  per  acre  at 
£2  \s.  8d.  These  remained  in  force  till  1873,  when  the  scope  of 
the  Regulations  was  increased,  but  the  price  of  land  was  un- 
affected. In  1887  it  was  enacted  that  foreat-lands  could  be  sold 
at£l  Os.  10(/.  per  acre,  biit  land  other  than  forest  land  which  was 
more  than  ten  milee  from  any  public  road  could  not  be  sold  for 
lees  than  £2  Is.  8d.  per  acre.  The  old  minimum  limit  of  100 
acres  remained,  as  did  also  the  heavy  fees  for  survey,  &c. 

The  small  man  had  no  chance,  and  only  two  grants  were  issued 
between  1886  and  1890  in  which  latter  year  there  was  further 
legislation  on  more  liberal  lilies.  So  matters  continued  till  1898, 
when,  as  the  reeult  of  yet  further  legislation,  there  were  issued 
one  hundred  and  forty-four  grants  as  against  thirty-seven  in  the 
whole  of  the  fifty  years  ending  with  1890.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
be  able  to  record  that  the  pn^ress  indicated  above  continues,  and 
that  under  all  heads  the  revenue  collected  by  the  Government 
Land  Department  during  t^e  past  year  is  in  excess  of  thai  for 
the  previous  year.  Absolute  grants,  comprising  an  area  of  11,314 
acres,  were  issued,  as  compared  with  10,925  acres  in  1899-1900. 

As  regards  the  main  cultivation  of  the  Colony,  no  Sugar  Estate 
was  sold  or  abandoned,  but  some  amalgamation  of  Estates  took 
place.  The  question  of  cane  farming  has  received,  and  is  receiv- 
ing, a  good  deal  of  attention,  and  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt 
but  that  there  is  in  this  direction  a  way  open  for  the  small  cul- 
tivator to  uraw  cane,  to  his  own  advantage  and  to  tiie  advantage 
1ft  the  Sugar  Manufacturer. 
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The  Ktuuber,  Tonnage  and  Nationaliiy  of  Steam  and  Sailing 
VeBBelfl  entering  at  the  Porta  of  Entry  in  the  Colony  during  the 
past  year  will  be  found  in  enbjoined  schedule ;  — 


.UiuitaH 

QSIMXA, 

1900-1M>I 


Britiah 

French 

Dattdi... 

Norwegian 

Genn&n 

American  .. 

Portaguese 

RnsBian 


TeneEnelan 
Total ... 


Steam  Tewela.       Sailing  Veeaek. 


I.      Tonnage.  '   No.   |  Tonnage.      No.      Touug' 


196,431 
17,890 
52,566 


53,542 
31,319 


1,057 

1,9S4 


301,033    I  666 


I 


I 


The  N' umber  and  Tonnage  of  Yesaek  entering  and  clenring 
from  the  Ports  of  Geoi^etovn,  Nev  Amsterdam,  Springlonds, 
and  Barima  reapectivdly,  during  the  same  period  weie  as 
follows :  — 


Entered. 

Caeared. 

FortB. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Ton*. 

Geoi^ietown 

603 

350,642 

504 

351,188 

New  AmBtesdam      

b 

1,954 

6 

1,146 

Springlands 

441 

■      2,593 

440 

2,405 

Barima  and  Morawbanna  ... 

35 

50 

3o 

50 

Toini         

984 

355,139 

985 

364,789 
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B«iTiBH  The  Ifumbor  and  Tonnage  of  Yessels  entering  and  clearing 
QviAXA,  from  tlte  Forts  of  the  Colon;  during  each  of  the  past  five  years 
1900-1901.    ___, J  B 


Eatered. 

Cleued. 

Yew. 

No. 

Toiu. 

No. 

Tons. 

1896-97         

627 

293,032 

629 

295,064 

1897-98         

607 

304,428 

625 

316,770 

1898-99         

609 

328,775 

628 

324,933 

1899-1900     

691 

382,602 

680 

320,973 

1900-1901      ... 

984 

356,139 

986 

354.789 

Leoislation. 

The  year  was  fruitfal  of  legislation,  no  less  than  forty-thr«e 
Ordinances  having  been  passed.  Of  these,  No.  8  is  interesting  as 
withdrawing  from  cii-culation  the  Old  Dutch  Silver  Coins,  such 
as  guilders,  half  guilders,  &c. 

The  qnestioD  of  regulating  Seamen's  Lodging  Houses  received 
attention,  uid  provisitm  was  made  for  their  R^istration  and  for 
inspection  by  Uie  Shipping  Master. 

The  Immigration  Laws  were  amended  as  regards  the  provisions 
dealing  with  repatriation..  The  immigi'ftnt  desiring  to  letum  to 
India  on  completion  of  the  term  of  indenture  and  residence  is 
now  required  to  pay,  if  a  male,  one  half  instead  of  one  fourth,  and 
if  a  female,  one  third  instead  of  one  sixth,  of  the  cost  of  the 
return  passage.  Fnmsion  was  also  made  for  the  administration 
and  control  of  Tillage  Settlements  of  East  Indian  Immigrants; 
but  no  active  operations  were  undertaken  thereunder,  an<l  it  has 
since  been  found  necessary  furtiier  to  amend  the  law  in  this 
direction. 

The  neceaeily  for  amending  the  Law  of  Insolvency  and  bring- 
ing it  into  line  with  the  English  law  on  the  subject  had  long  been 
recognised,  and  by  Ordinance  No.  29  this  object  was  attained, 
and  the  law  is  now  substantially  similar  to  that  of  England,  with 
the  modifications  necessary,  having  regard  to  local  conditions. 

The  Contempt  of  Court  Ordinance,  1900,  was  passed  in  pursu- 
ance of  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  a  view  to 
making  the  Law  of  Contempt  of  Court  as  nearly  as  possible  uni- 
foim  in  the  AVest  Indian  Colonies,  and  the  law  on  the  subject  in 
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Brituli  Oaiana,  Barbados  and  tlie  Leeward  Isiao'ds  is  now  praoti-     Bbiti3ei 
eally  the  Bame.  GourfA, 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  acquisitioii  of   Crown  Landa  and        

to  prerent  the  looking  up  for  indefinite  periods  of  the  second 
depths  of  Estates  at  the  pleesore  of  the  owners  of  the  first  depths, 
certain  Begulations  of  their  late  High  Mightineesee  the  States 
of  Holland,  passed  on  the  34th  Jnly,  1792,  and  certain  other  local 
Regulations,  were  repealed  as  from  30th  June,  1901,  and  what 
might  be  termed  a  pre-emption  right  without  time  limit  to  the 
holder  of  the  first  d^>th,  to  acquire  the  second  depth  of  his  estate, 
was  withdrawn. 

By  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Loan  Ordinance,  1896, 
Amendment  Ordinance  1900,  opportmiity  is  given  to  the  smaller 
capitalist  to  obtain  a  safe  investment  for  his  money— it  being 
rendered  possible  to  obtain  bonds  for  sums  ranging  from  £10 
upwards. 

The  finsDcial  condition  of  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund 
had  been  receiving  attention  for  some  time,  Mid  as  a  result  it 
was  decided  that  the  fund  should  be  closed,  preserving  under 
certain  conditions  the  rights  of  existing  contributors  and  bene- 
ficiariee.  As  a  preliminary.  Ordinance  'No.  41  was  passed,  closing 
the  fund  to  new  comers  as  from  the  22nd  December. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  measure  was  passed  which  may 
have  an  important  bearing  on  the  future  of  the  Colony,  the 
Mining  Ordinance  of  1887  being  amended  to  make  provision  for 
the  granting  of  larger ,  tracts  of  land,  in  respect  of  licences  or 
concessions,  than  was  allowed  under  the  previously  existing  law. 
Power  was  also  given  to  the  Govemor'in-Council  to  grant,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  permission  to  those  in 
position  to  do  bo,  to  occupy  and  test  the  value  of  Crown  Lands 
without  concession  in  resi^ct  thereof  being  first  obtained. 

Edttcatioh. 
There  are  at  present  212  Primary  schools  having  27,512  chil- 
dren on  the  books  with  an  average  daily  attendance  oi  16,397, 
maintained  at  a  cost  of  £24,353  2j.  7^d.,  distributed  as  follows — 

Administration  and  Inspection... 
Stationery,  0£Sce,  and  MisceUa- 

neouB. 

Scholarships  and  Prizes 

Agricultural       Instruction       of 

Teachers. 
Grants-in-Aid     ... 

Total     


f    .. 

1,-831    6 
419  13 

d. 
0 
34 

PerCent. 

-  7-61 

-  1-72 

212  14 
226  16 

2 
3 

-     -92 

21,663  13  11 

-88-95 

£24,363    2 

7J 
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Bkitus  Not  ]««e  than  oiQe-tenthB  <xf  the  g:raat  must  be  paid  to  the 
^lAiu,  teachers  and  aesistaat  teachers.  The  Temommg  tenth  may  be 
1900-1901.  retained  by  the  manager  for  providing  a  school-hoiue,  and  fur- 
nishing it.  All  the  schools,  wiUi  the  exception  of  14  estate 
schools,  are  denominationaL 

The  som  of  five  diillinge  and  nine  pence  is  paid  for  each  paw 
in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic;  four  shillings  and  two  peace 
for  each  paea  in  grammai',  ge<^raphy,  or  agriculture  and  sewing ; 
and  one  pound  eleven  shillings  and  threepence  for  each  scholar 
at  an  industrial  school  who  makes  100  attendances.  First  clam 
certificated  teachers  receive,  in  addition,  a  salary  ot  £50  per 
atmnm;  2nd  class,  £37  10s. ;  and  3rd  class,  £20. 

Secondary  Education  is  provided  for  in  the  case  of  boys  by  the 
GoTemment  Institution  known  as  Queen's  College,  maintained 
by  an  Annual  vote  of  the  Combined  Court  The  Staff  consists 
of  a  Principal,  of  a  Second  Master,  both  of  whom  mtust  be  gra- 
duat««  in  honours  of  one  of  the  Universities  of  the  United  King- 
dom, and  of  three  Assistant  Masters.  There  is  also  a  Science 
Department  in  chaise  of  a  "  Professor  of  Chemistry,"  withan 
Assistant  Demonstrator.  The  average  attendajice  of  pupils  for* 
the  past  ten  years  has  been  97. 

There  are  a  few  private  Secondary  Schools  in  the  Colony,  the 
oldest  eetablished  being  the  Catholic  Grammar  School,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral.  The  total  average 
attendance  at  these  may  be  estimated  at  200. 

There  is  a  fairly  corapleie  system  of  Exhibitions  and  Scholar- 
ships. Four  Govemmrnt  Primaiy  Scholarships  are  competed  for 
every  year  by  boys  under  12  from  Government  or  private 
Primary  Schools.  They  are  tenable  for  four  years  at  any  Secon- 
dary School  approved  of  by  the  Governor.  There  is  also  a 
ilitehell  Scholarship,  established  by  private  bequest,  of  the 
annual  value  of  £15,  tenable  for  four  years.  And  finally,  there 
is  the  Guiana  Scholarship  awarded  annually  on  the  result  of  the 
Cambridge  Senior  Local  Examination.  The  Candidate  is  re- 
quired to  take  Ist  Class  honours  with  the  mark  of  distinction  in 
either  Classics,  Mathematics,  Natural  Science,  or  Modem  Lan- 
guages. The  Scholarship  is  teaiable  at  any  of  the  chartered 
Universities  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  at  any  Medical  or  Legal 
School,  or  any  other  recognised  professional  or  scientific  insti- 
tution in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  Candidate  may  also  become 
apprenticed  or  articled  to  any  duly  qualified  person  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a  professional  qualification  as  a  Civil  or 
Mechanical  or  Electrical  Engineer.  The  value  of  this  Scholar- 
ship is  £200  for  three  years,  or  £150  for  five  years  in  the  case  of 
a  medical  student. 

Georgetown  is  a  Centre  for  the  Cambridge  University  Local 
Examinaljons,  and  for  those  of  Edinburgh  and  of  the  College  of 
Preceptors.  The  Matriculation  and  other  Ordinary  Degree  Ex- 
aminations of  the  TTniversity  of  London  may  also  be  taken  in  the 
Colony, 
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The  secondary  education  of  Girls  is  left  mainly  to  i»riTate 
enterpriie.     There   are  several  girW    schtxda  dwoy  eMielleni   ,SS?^l[i, 
work.  I9p0-1901 

The  GoTemment  encourages  tii^n  by  giving  annually  two 
Bcholaishipe  for  girls  from  Primary  SchoDla,  tenable  uk  any 
secondaiiy  school  approved  by  tbe  Goivernor;  and  a  MitoheU 
'  Scholarship  is  also  awarded  annually. 

Frizes  in  money  are  given,  to  girls  who  do  well  in  the  Cam- 
bridge Local  Examiofttiona,  and  the  Guiana  Scholardiip  is  open 
to  them  as  weJl  as  to  boys. 

IndtatriaJ,  Teehnieal  and  AgricuUural  Sehoolt. 

Uader  Ordinances  No.  1  of  1852  and  No.  1  of  1879  provision 
is  made  for  the  "  Establishment  of  Industrial  and  Keformatory 
"  Schools  and  for  the  care  and  education  of  destitute  and  vagrant 
"children,"  and  for  the  "Establishment  and  Regulation  of  a 
"  School  for  the  Instruction  and  training  of  vagrant  boys  and 
"  youthful  male  offenders." 

At  the  institution  established  under  Uie  first  mentiozied  Ordi- 
nance there  were,  on  the  Slst  March,  1899,  92  boys  and  42  girls. 
In  addition  to  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  such  wf  the  chil- 
dren as  are  physically  fit  are  taught  to  cultivate  the  grass  fields 
and  flower  and  kitchen  gardens. 

At  the  Ondemeemiag  Beformatory  School,  established  undra: 
Oidiuaurp  1  of  1879,  the  daily  average  of  inmates  was  134  as 
against  14T  in  the  pivvious  year.  Some  of  the  boys  are  trained  as 
carpenters,  bakers  and  tailors,  and  in  the  management  of  farm 
stock,  but  the  majority  are  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
land. 

GtOVEKNMENT  Is: 


Hotpitals. 

There  are  five  public  hospitals  and  two  asylums  in  the  Colony, 
where  those  who  cannot  ofEord  to  pay  receive  gratuitous  treat- 
ment. There  are  also  dispeosaiy  hospitals  in  the  Arakaka  and 
Fotaro  gold  districts,  both  in  charge  of  qualified  dispensers. 
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Colonial,  skports — annual.  'i 

Leper  Ati/f-um. 

Tkere  is  Dothing  of  importance  to  record  under  this  head.     The  ^00-1901 
system  of  Begreg&tion  ia  now  enforced  with  efficiency,  the  neces-        ^^ 
aary  buildinga  baving  heem  provided  during  the  prerious  year. 

The  disciplme  on  ths  whole  was  good — especially  bo  aa  regards 
die  female  inmates.  The  fact  that  the  admission  rate  shows  a 
downwaxd  rather  than  an  upward  tendency  is  a  matter  for  con- 
gratnlatioa ;  Qie  figoiea  are :  —Admitted  during  1899-1900, 100. 
During  1900-1901, 96. 

Work,  both  in  and  ont-dooir,  is  steadi^  carried  on.  Almost 
everything  required  by  the  inmates  is  turned  out  by  them.  The 
daily  cost  per  head.  14.1  cents,  is  a  trifie  higher  than  last  year. 

Poor  Houses. 

In  November,  1901,  the  Alms  House  in  fierbice  was  closed; 
the  inmates  being  tnnsfeired  to  the  Ge<»^etown  Institution  or 
handed  over  to  tJ^e  care  of  their  friends.  The  buildings  ore  in 
course  of  removal  for  re-erection  at  the  Lunatic  Asylum.  By 
this  arrangement  a  considerable  economy  has  been  effected;  the 
votes  being  reduced  by  some  £3,100. 

On  -Slst  March,  1901,  there  were  615  inmates  at  t^e  Alms 
House.     Of  these  438  were  males  and  177  females. 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  was  £5,172. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  was  an  expenditure  of  £6.517 
on  out-door  relief  throughout  the  Colony. 

SiVDfos  Bank. 

On  the  31st  December,  1900,  the  amount  at  credit  of  depositors 
in  the  Government  Savings  Banks  controlled  l^  the  Treasuiy 
was  £239,184  as  against  £248,351  in  the  previous  year. 

It  may  be  noted  that  thoiigh  the  amount  at  credit  of  depositors 
is  less  by  some  £9,100,  the  number  of  depositors  is  greater  by  239 
than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  erf  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  remained  at  27. 

The  total  amount  at  credit  of  depositors  on  the  31st  December, 
1900.  was  £46,372,  as  against  £43,614  on  the  correeponding  date 
in  the  previous  year,  being  an  increase  of,  in  round  numbers, 
i-,'.T(K). 

JuDroUL   SXATISTKS. 

Prisons. 
The  total  number  of  prisoners  oommitted  was  5,564,  as  against 
6.0(i8  in  1899-1900.  Of  these  4,334  were  committed  for  purpoaee 
of  penal  imprisonment.  The  doily  average  number  of  prisonerB 
including  convicts  in  the  prisons  of  the  Colony,  wae  677'02  aa 
compared  with  614-23  in  the  previous  year. 
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There  were  in  ciutody  in  all  the  FriaonB  on  Slat  Harcli,  652 
prisonerB,  viz.: — 159  convicts,  365  ordinary  male  priaonera,  and 
28  female  prisoners.  The  total  number  in  custody  on  the  Slst 
March  ol  the  prenous  year  was  670. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  9,  as  against  4 ;  and  there  were 
9  eKecutims  as  against  2  in  Hhe  previous  year. 

The  total  amount  expended  was  £14,787,  as  compared  with 
£14.819  in  the  preceding  year. 

Hie  avetrage  gross  oost  per  head  for  convicts  and  ordinary 
prisoners  in  all  me  Prisons  was  £26 13>.  l^d.,  the  nett  cost  being 
£18  It.  lid.,  OB  cmnpared  with  £24  13*.  l^d.  and  £16  is.  O^d.. 
respectively,  in  tiie  previous  year. 

Cbuchtai.  Statistics. 

The  Criminal  StatisticB  for  the  year  are  normal.  As  compared 
with  those  of  the  previous  4  years,  the  summary  convictionB  for 
oAencee  against  the  petBoa,  for  pnedial  larceny  and  for  offences 
against  property  other  than  pnedial  larceny  show  a  slight  de- 
crease ;  but  for  "  other  offences  "  the  number  of  convictions  are 
efmsiderably  lower  than  in  eithOT  of  the  previous  four  years. 

The  total  number  of  ofEences' reported  to  the  Police  was  9,074 
as  against  7,111.  The  apprehensions  and  sammoDses  are  practi- 
cally the  same.  Convicticaw  in  the  Supreme  Court  totalled  92 
against  131. 

In  Summary  Conviction  cases,  fines  were  paid  in  5,280 ;  3,351 
chose  the  alternative  of  imprisonment,  and  peremptory  imprison- 
ment was  imposed  in'1,365  cases.  There  were  135  sentences  of 
whipping  for  pnedial  larceny,  and  for  offences  against  tho 
person. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population. — The  population  of  the  Colony  on  the  Slst  Decem- 
ber, 1900,  was  estimated  at  294,943,  as  compared  with  287.288 
at  the  aaane  date  in  the  previous  year.  The  birth  rate  compares 
favourably  with  that  for  1899-1900,  being  10,817  as  against 
8,276 ;  and  showing  2,642  more  births  than  the  average  for  the 
previous  ten  years. 

Public  Health. — The  public  health  of  the  Colony  during  the 
year  was  fairly  good.  No  epidemic  of  severe  type  prevailed. 
There  were  no  cases  of  yellow  fever  or  small  pox,  though  these 
diseases  were  said  to  exist  in  some  of  the  ports  of  Brazil. 
Tlie  mortality  is  returned  at  2fi  per  thousand,  as  against 
29  for  the  previous  year.  The  total  number  of  deaths  is  less  by 
879  than  in  1899-1900  and  less  by  1.835  than  the  average  for  the 
previous  t«n  years. 
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CUUATE. 

There  is  nothing  of  interest  to  record  under  this  head.  ' 

Rainfall. 

The  records  kept  at  the  Botanic  Oardeas  show  the  rainfall  in 
each  of  the  last  five  years  t«  have  b«^ :  — 


Year. 

Xnobe«. 

i89ft-97          

78-S3 

1897-98          

123-61 

1898-99          

105-M 

1899-1900      

63-97 

1900-1901       

64-54 

TEUFEEATint£. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  woe  81°  Pair.,  the  mean 
maximum  being  88°  in  the  mouth  of  September,  and  the  mean 
minimum  86°  in  December  and  January. 

Direction  of  Wivd. 

Out  of  720  records  taken,  413  were  N.E.— 170  E.— 31  N.E.  by 
E.— 25  S.E.— 71  calm.— 14  S.— 3  S.E.  by  E.— 2  W.— 1 N. 

Force  of  Wind. 
The  year  mean  average  taken  at  9  a.m.  was  .8. 
The  year  mean  average  taken  at  6  p.m.  was  .6. 
The  method  eonployed  to  obtain  the  force  of  the  wind  is  1^ 
sensation  or  I^  estimtitiiHL 

Postal,  Telegbafh,  and  Telbphoke  Se&tices. 

The  statistics  under  this  head  are  of  a  normal  nature,  showing, 
generally  speaking,  an  upward  tendency.  There  is  an  ee^iinatod 
increase  of  41,000  in  the  number  of  articles  posted.  The  export 
of  raw  gold  through  Uie  medium  at  the  Parcel  Post  continued  in 
increased  volume.  Bullion  to  the  value  of  £211,377  having  been 
80  shipped,  as  against  £166,226  the  previous  year. 
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BkiTue  The  niuaber  of  telegrams  received  for  transmission  was  1]  ,21(i 
,2SS2fe  ^^  *'>*^  ™  1899-1900,  but  the  value  of  paid  messages  was 
IMO-WOl.    greater  by  £249. 

The  telephone  service,  vhich  otberviee  worked  fairly  well,  was 
interfere^  with  1^  the  induction  caused  by  the  operations  of  the 
Electric  Company,  and  negotiations  are  proce«'diag  with  the 
Company  in  this  connection. 

HlLTTABT   FOBCEB  iXD  EXPENSITDXE. 

There  are  no  Imperial  Troops  now  stationed  in  the  Colony. 
There  is  a  Militia  Force  and  a  Semi-Hilitaiy  Police  Force. 

Militia. — The  strength  on  the  Slst  March  was  417,  with  a 
reserve  of  305.  There  are  4  Companies  of  Infaatry  and  1  of 
Artillery.  The  total  expenditure  for  the  year,  inclading  the 
Band,  was  £6,360. 

Police. — The  total  strength,  all  ranks,  on  31st  March   was 

m. 

There  is  an  laspector-General,  1  Chief,  and  3  County  In- 
spectors, and  5  District  Inspectors,  7  Sub- Inspectors ;  an  Ad- 
jutant and  Musketry  Inspector ;  a  Pay  and  Quarter  Master. 

The  total  expenditure  on  the  Force  was  £49,88.1,  including 
£3,067  for  Fire  Brigade  purposes. 

Rurcd  Consta^ntlaiy. — At  the  end  of  the  year  (Slst  March)  this 
force  had  a  atreutrth  of  1,191  Non-Com missioned  Officers  and 
Men. 

IlOnaKATIOK. 

Immigration  waa  maintained,  and  4,470  Immigrants  from 
India  were  introdaced. 

1,017  Immigrants  returned  to  India  daring  the  same  period, 
taking  with  them  some  £7,166  and  Jewellerr  to  the  value  of 
£1,166. 

Gbkbbai.  Obsebtations. 

In  the  report  for  the  year  1899-1900,  the  settlement  of  the 
long  contested  question  of  the  Boundary  line  between  the  Colony 
and  the  United  States  of  Veneeuela  was  alluded  to,  and  it  now 
falls  to  note  tiiat  the  finding  of  the  Arbitration  Tribunal  has  been 
given  practical  efEect  to  by  the  appointment  of  Commissioners 
representing  the  Colony  and  Yenesuela,  to  demarcate  the  boun- 
dary line.  G-ood  progress  has  been  made,  and  it  is,  perhaps, 
snperfiaoUB  to  say  that  the  representativefl  of  the  Colony  and  of 
the  neighbouring  State  have  woricod,  and  are  working,  in  per- 
fect accord. 
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It  will  be  remembered  that  in  January,  1900,  the  Train  lervioeB 
on  Ihe  West  Coast  line  and  cm  th«  extenaioiL  line  ott  the  East 
Coaat  were  suspended  owing  to  difSoultdee  which  had  nuior- 
tonately  arisen  ae  between  the  Ooremment  and  the  Railway 
Campanr.  It  ia  satisfactor;  to  be  able  to  reoord  that  b;  dint  at 
oareful  negotiationB  a  way  wba  iound  out  of  the  difficulty,  and  in 
the  followmg  July  the  services  were  re-started  and  have  c<si- 
tiuued  ever  since.  A  final  settlement  of  all  matters  in  connec- 
titm  with  these  Bailways  has  not  yet,  however,  been  reached. 

As  regtirds  the  general  circumBtanceB  of  the  Colony  and  the 
condition  of  iis  people,  there  is  not  much  te  be  said.  Contrasted 
with  the  previous  year  there  is  not  much  change  perceptible. 
The  movement  indicative  ot  a  wider  interest  in  the  cultivation  of 
products  other  than  sugar,  and  of  a  more  general  dispoeitioii  to 
regard  the  soil  as  the  natural  field  of  emp1<^ment  for  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  the  Colimy  cimtinuea,  and,  taking  things  all 
round,  it  may  be  said  that  tiie  year  closed  with  fair  inomiae  for 
the  future. 

J.  Hampden  Einq, 

Assistant  Government  Secretary 

Guiana  Public  Buildings, 
Georgetown,  Cemerani, 
36th  I(ov«ub«-,  1901. 
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Bs  DABUNQ  k  BON.  Ias.,  34^  Baoo*  Snnr,  E 


V  Google 


COLONIAL  REPORTS— ANNUAL. 


No.  330. 

BRITISH    HONDURAS. 


REPORT  FOR  1900. 

(For  Report  for  1899.  Me  No.  310.) 


Ilttsmteb  to  both  "Sionata  of  ^aTitamntt  bp  (SomTniinb  of  $ifl  (^ajtstg. 
November,  1901. 


LONDON: 

raiNTED    FOB    HIS    MAJESTY'S    STATIONEET    OFFICE, 

Bx  DABLINQ  &  SON,  t/ro.,  34-10,  Baoom  Stozbt,  E. 


ftnd  32,  Abingdon  Stbebt,  Wbstuikstbb,  ! 
or  OLIVEE  4  BOTD,  EDMBnaaH; 
r  E.  FONSONBT,  116,  QBArroir  Stbbbt,  DnsLiit. 


[Cd.  788-».]    iVi<»  2d. 
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The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majesty's 
Colonial  PosBesaions  have  been  iBsned,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bonrces  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 

ANNUAL. 


No. 

Colony. 

Year. 

317 

Jamaica... 

1899-1900 

318 

British  Ooiaiu  ... 

319 

CbriatiDBB  Island 

1900 

320 

British  Solomon  iBlands         

1899-1900 

.^21 

Lagos      

1900 

322 

Bermoda 

323 

St.  Htlena 

324 

Sierra  Leone      ... 

325 

Gambia 

326 

Barbados 

327 

Bahamas 

^ 

328 

Turks  and  CaicoB  Islands       

329 

Malta      

330 

Straits  Settlements 

331 

Fiji         

332 

St.  Luda 

333 

SejcbeUes 
Falkland  Islands 

334 

335 

Maaritius  and  Rodrigues        

]j 

:-J36 

British  New  Guinea 

1899-1900 

337 

Leeward  Islands 

1900 

338 

Trmidad  and  Tobago 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Subject. 

1 

Gold  Coast        

Economic  Agricnlturo. 

2 

Znluland 

Forests. 

3 

Sierra  Leone      

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Bahamas 

Sisal  Industry. 

6 

HongEoag       

Newfoundland 

Bubonic  Plagne. 

7 

8 

■Western  Pacific 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Dominica           

Agriculture. 

10 

Virgin  Islands 

Condition  daring  1897. 

11 

Agricnlture  in  Curriacou. 

12 

Anauilla 

-Vital  ScatisticB,  1898. 

13 

Cook  Islands     

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Bahamas, 

Fibre  Industry. 

15 

Canada    

Legal  Staius  of  Bntirii  N^rth 
American  Indians. 

Ifi 

Medical  Heports. 

17 

Gilbert  and  EUice  Islauds      ... 

Report  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong  (New  Territory) 

Report  on  Operations,  1900 
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No.  339.  BKiTwa 

QONDDBA^ 


1909 


BRITISH    HONDURAS. 

(For  Report  for  18»,  «m  So.  310.) 


GOTKBKOB  Sis  D.  Wilson  to  Mb.  Chakbeblaiit. 

OoTernment  House, 
BeUze, 
Srd  October,  1901. 

Sib, 

I  BATB  the  honour  to  tr&Dsmit  to  you  the  Report  on  the 
Blue  Book  for  1900,  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Newton,  C.M.G.,  the  Colonial 
Secretary. 


I  have,  &c.. 


D.  Wilson, 

Governor 


10I8S*'-7S~10/l»01    Wt2SI62    D  k  B— « 
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COI.ONIAI.    REPOBTS — ANNUAI,. 


REPORT  ON   THE  BLUE   BOOK  OF    BRITISH 
HONDURAS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1900. 


I.— FINANCIAL. 

(A.)  Gbnbbal  Revenue'  and  Expenditdbb. 
The  following  statements  shew  the  Revenue  and  Expenditure 
of  the  Colony  for  the  years  1899  and  1900,  under  each  head  of 
revenue  and  service  respectively  : — 

Iteoenite. 


Head  of  Bevonae. 

1899. 

1900. 

1.  CoBtoma 

i 

138,121.56 

1 

170,261.52 

2.  Light  Dues          

6,805.75 

5,921.34 

3.  Intermd  Taxation          

60,882.42 

6*,451.08 

10,026.26 

10,616.65 

6.  Court  FiuM,  Fees  of  Office,  Paymonta 

mentB  in  Aid. 
6.  PoEtal  Revenue 

21,363.29 
6.635.19 

20,392.19 

11,054.87 

7.  Interest 

850.86 

2,2y5.16 

533.96 
2,013.34 

200.16 
1.766.79 

Total  Ordinary  Revenue      ... 

247,231.63 

286,a07.fil 

10.  Sale  of  Crown  Lands     

3,226.40 

2,920.38 

Total        

250,458.03 

289,727.89 

£rpmdittir 

Ilead  of  Esponditun.*. 

1899. 

1900. 

1.  Public  DcU        ... 

11,121.91 

11,134.44 

2.  Penai-tns 

4,875.61 

5,201.61 

3.  Governor 

11,698.00 

11,679.19 

Carried  Wnard     ... 

27,095,52 

28,0 16.U 
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Expenditure — cOBtinued. 


Head  of  Expenditure. 


Brought  torw&id 
t.  Colonial  Seoreiary'i  Departmont 
i.  Traaaorj  and  Castom  House   ... 

I.  Andit  Department         

'.  Pnat  Office  

I,  JndicUl 

I.  District  Camaugnonera 

).  Constabnluy       

.  Police       

t.  BeliM  Tolnntear  Force 

I.  Priaons     

L  Medical  Oepftrtmeut      

i.  Central  Board  of  Health  and  Quarantine 
i.  Edncation... 


18.  Stmejor-Qeneral' 

19.  Botanic  Station  . 

20.  MiaoeUaneoiu 

21.  Lighthooaee,  Ac, 
.  22.  Colonial  Bngiaeer'a  Department 

23.  Public  Works  Eoourrent 

Total  Ordinary  Ezpenditnre 

24.  Public  Works  Fiztraordinary    ... 


27,695.52 
8,665.95 
15,391.60 
2,259.71 
23,991.29 
13,542.17 
15,513.73 
36,296.76 
24,232.36 
2,563.63 
18,776.29 
26,578.42 
387.34 
13,693.98 
437.40 
8,761.78 
1,799.51 
4,486.44 
4,065.77 
3,099.34 
13,055.46 

259,164.44 
3,228.95 


28,015.14 
8,836.15 
15,026.53 
2,066.87 
24,072.69 
13,114.14 
16,361.22 


23,979.62 
1,587.45 

12,402.26 

25,154.11 
78.68 

13,191.53 
437.40 
7,489.49 
1,742.18 
3,204.36 
3,569.20 
3,195.33 

11,346.17 

242,467.93 
3,733.15 


Bkituii 

bomdubab, 

1900. 
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—       Revenue, 

British 
HoMDrai^       The  receipts  from  Customs  show  a  marked  increase  owing  to 
the  raising  of  the  tariff  during  a  portico  of  the  year,  and  also  to 
the  fact  of  the  value  and  Tolume  of  dutiable  imports  having  been 
greater  than  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  quantity  of  mahogany  exported  was  also  exceptional,  and 
is  noticed  later  on. 

Expenditure. 
The  expenditure  has  been  kept  well  within  the  approved  Umita^ 
and  in  the  majority  of  the  items  savings  have  been  effected  even 
on  the  reduced  amounts  of  the  estimates. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  Bevenue  and  Expenditure 
of  the  Colony  for  the  five  years  1896  to  1900  inclusive,  with 
notes  of  poinl^  of  special  interest  attached : — 


Tew. 

Amount. 

Bemarka. 

1896 
1897 
1898 

1899 
1900 

312,686 
314,017 
274,690 

250,468 
289,727 

InclDdeB  (10,000  Silver  Coin  ud  114,925  Export 

BatT  on  Loffwood. 
Includes  $20,000  Silrer  Coin,  $7,170  Export  Dntj 

on  Logwoud,  and  $1,663  Casual  Berenae. 
Ineludes    $1,250    Surplns  Stock   Savings   Bank 

8ea,  $1,009  Refund  c  f  Cost  of  Surrey  on  Lands. 
Includes  $13,342  Eiport  Duty  on  Maiogany  and 

Logwood  from  J  Illy. 
InduueH  the    eame  Export  Dnty    as    in    1899, 

amouuting  to  122,251,  and  an  inoieue  from  10 

to  124  per  cent,  on  ad  valorem  goods  from  the 

23rd  hm. 

Expenditure. 

Tear. 

Amount. 

1896 

1897 

1898 
1899 
1900 

269,877 

322,990 

301,413 
262,413 
246,201 

Includes  $7,086  Railway  Survey. 

Includes  $3,385  Railway  Survey,  $730  Telegraph 
Survey,  and  (9,766  cost  of  Coinage,  (3,609 
Belize  Town  and  Harbour  Improvementa, 
S15,2i!8  Naval  and  Military. 

Includes  (36,806  on  Roads,  Bridges,  and  Kew 
Works. 

Includes  $3,226  for  Official  Residence  at  the  G-iyo 

Includes  S2,229    for  New  Wiug  to  the  Btlizi- 
HospitaL 
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(B.)  luFOltTAKT   ChaMGES   IM   TAXATION. 

Owing  to  the  decline  of  the  Rerenue  in  the  earlj  part  of  the 
yeftr  it  was  found  neceseary  to  amend  the  tariflp  hj  transferring 
certain  important  aHiclea  of  consumption,  Buch  as  bread,  salted 
fish,  Trtflian  com,  rice,  salt,  and  others  from  the  free  list  to  the 
list  of  ad  vaJorem  goods,  the  rate  in  respect  of  which  was  altered 
from  10  to  12^  per  cent.  The  Ordinance  effecting  this  change 
came  into  operation  on  the  23rd  June. 


British 

H0KDIIB1% 

1900. 


(0.)  Assets  and  Liabilities. 

The  position  of  the  Colony  at  the  end  of  1900  in  respect  to 
its  Assets  and  Liabilities  is  shewn  in  the  following  table : — 


— 

1699. 

1900. 

AaMts 

LiabilitiM         

61,213.98 
48,314.27 

* 

108,470.81 

62,044.09 

Exoenof  Assets    

12,899.71 

56,426.72 

(D.)  Pdblic  Debt. 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  Loan  Debt  of  the  Colony 
on  Slat  December  1900:^ 


Lou. 

— 

Dollsrs. 

Lou  ol  1886... 
Lou  of  1888... 
Lou  of  1893... 

&    per  cent.  Debentares        

4^  per  cent.  Debentmee,  £9,000  ®  $4.86  ... 
4i  percent.  Debentures,  £20,000  @  $4.86  ... 

Total        

27,87S 
43,740 
97,200 

168.81:5 
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***i'am'*^       Proviaion  for  pftymont  has  been  made  by  Uie  iiiTeBtmetit  of 
'"""•       the  Sinking  Funds  aa  set  forth  in  the  next  table : — 


Loan  of  1886— repayable  1916  : 

£     $. 

1 

New  South  Wftlea  3i  per  cent. 

2,141  14 

Inscribed  Stock. 

SoDth  AuHtnJia  3^  per  cent  In- 

860    9 

scnbed  Stock. 

Western  Aaatralia    3    per   cent. 

341     0 

11 

InMribed  Stock. 

Natal  3  per  cent.  InBoribed  Stock 

315  IB 

Lagos  Scrip           

156    4 

3,814    2 

6  @  UM 

ie,63A.62 

Loan  of  18  88 -repayable  1918  : 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  4  per  cent, 
fescribed  Stock. 

220  lU 

New  Sontb  Wales  3^   per  cent. 

767    « 

Inscribed  Stock. 

Victoria  U   per  cent.  InBcribed 

875    2 

Stock. 

Western    Anstralia    3    per  cent. 

401  12 

Xawl  3  per  cent.  Inscribed  Stock 

383    9 

L^OB  Scrip           

161  18 

9 

2,800    1 

7  @   $4.86 

13,608.38 

Loan  of  1893-repiyable  1923  : 

Qneenslaod  SJ  per  cent.  Inscribed 

Stock. 
Trinidad  3  per   cent.    Inacribed 

454    6 

468    2 

Stock. 

Victoria  5*  per   cent.   Inscribed 

1,020  n 

0 

Stock. 

288    0 

C 

Stock, 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  3  p€r  cent. 
£iRcribed  Stock. 

410    8 

6 

Lagos  Scrip           

200    0 

0 

Trinidad  Scrip      

241  18 

4 

5  (S    »4.8C 

3,073    9 

14,937.07 

Total  Sinking  Funds   ... 

47,082.07 
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(E.)    CUBEBNCT.  ' 

The  standard  of  currency  is  the  gold  dollar  o£  the   United 
States  of  America,  the  gold  coios  of  the  United  States  heing  _ 
legallv  current  at  their  respective  values.    The  British  soTereign 
and    half-sovereign    are    legal    tender    for    }4.86    and    $2.43 
reflpectively. 

The  suleidiary  silver  currency,    coined  specially    for    the 
Colony,  amounts  to  {100,000,  and  is  made  up  as  follows: — 


Piecw. 

Cent*. 

Dollan. 

91,500 

50 

47,260 

135,000 

25 

33,760 

126,000 

10 

12,600 

128,000 

5 

6,400 

483,500 

- 

100,000 

There  is  also  a  bronze  cent  piece,  the  amount  iu  circula- 
tion being  150,000  pieces. 

Under   Ordinance   No.   32   of    1894   currency   notes   of   the 
following  denominations  have  been  issued : — 

One  dollar. 

Two  dollars. 

Five  dollars. 

Ten  dollars. 

Fifty  dollars. 

One  hundred  dollars. 


The  amount  of  notes  in  circulation  on  the  31&t  December, 
1900,  was  |109,846;  and  against  the  notes  issued  the  Com- 
missioners of  Currency  hold  in  the  Colony  474,048,  |35,798 
having  been  remitted  for  investment  in  England. 
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Bnmta  ^  f_  j  (Jompabative  Statement  of  the  REVBifUB  and 
'taw'"'  expesditubb  of  the  sbvbbal  boabds  foe  the 
'  Five  Yeabs  1896  to  1900  incltjbive. 


Tear. 

BcTeane. 

Expenditure. 

1896 

t 

23,088 

$ 

22,336 

1897 

22,902 

22,534 

1898 

27,648 

27,143 

1899 

27,200 

28,312 

1900 

26,396 

25,222 

Tear. 

BeT«nne. 

Expenditare. 

1896 

t 

3,718 

t 

4,482 

1897 

3,657 

3,636 

1898 

3,592 

3,678 

1899 

3,154 

3,190 

1900 

3,100 

2,998 

Orange  Walk. 


Yeu. 

Berenae. 

Expenditure. 

1896 

1 

3,200 

^ 

1897 

3,492 

S,340 

1896 

3,645 

9,923 

1899 

2,602 

«,1S2 

1900 

2,836 

2,84« 
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Stann  Creek  (including  MuUins  River). 


Tear. 

Bevenae. 

Ezpenditnra. 

1B96 

t 

1,377 

t 

1,712 

1897 

2,221 

1,801 

\mi 

2,C64 

2,340 

1899 

2,578 

1,023 

1900 

2,472 

.      4,133 

Bkituh 

uomdukas, 
1900. 


Toledo  (Punta   Gorda  and  Monkey  Ricer). 


Year. 

Ezpeaditnre. 

1896 

* 
739 

$ 

698 

1897 

1,146 

1,318 

1E98 

1,319 

1,192 

1899 

W8 

694 

1900 

1,590 

1,763 

Cayo. 


Ytu. 

Bevnus. 

Expcnditore. 

lew 

L 

% 
388 

1897 

753 

679 

1898 

717 

931 

1809 

754 

1,192 

1100 

492 

428 
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((1.)  Debts  of  Local  Boabds. 
WwT*''—   '^^^  Belize  District  Boardis  the  only  body haring a recoguiaed' 
'       debt,  wbich  1b  met  br  an  annual  payment  of  ^2,399.64,  being 
half  the   intereet  and   sinking  fund  on   the  loans  of  1886  and 
1888. 

The  some  Board  is  also  indebted  to  the  Govemment  in  the 
Hum  of  ^3,900.60,  being  the  balance  of  the  cost  of  the  new  iron 
bridge  over  the  Belize  River.  This  amount  is  being  paid  off' 
in  a  period  of  five  yeara  from  1898. 


II.— TRADE,  AGRICULTURE,  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

(A.)  iHFOBTa   AND   EXPOBTS. 
The  following  tables  give  the  value  of  the  Imports  and  £)xpurta 
of  the  Colony  for  the  years  1896  to  1900  :— 

Imports. 


Yoat. 

TTnited 
Kingdom. 

Colonies. 

United 

Statea. 

Other 
Ooouttiea. 

Total 
Imports. 

1896  ... 

$ 
623,208 

t 

8,&61 

t 

790,458 

140,420 

S 

1,462,637 

1897  ... 

486,463 

8,129 

761,768 

165,739 

1,422,097 

1898  ... 

420,127 

2,723 

706,472 

119,588 

1.248,910 

1899  ... 

323,493 

4,669 

615,168 

88,1'43 

1,031,473 

1900  ... 

376,172 

2,069 

708.403 

112,123 

1,198,772 

Exports. 


Tear. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Coloniea. 

United 
States. 

Other 
Gonntries. 

Total 
Exports. 

1896  ... 

760,522 

t 

312,997 

% 

306,082 

1,378.601 

1897  ... 

769,867 

66 

238,187 

396,279 

1,404.387 

1898  ... 

853,173 

631 

214,327 

214,562 

1,282.693 

1899  ... 

860.379 

- 

245,864 

172,375 

1,278,617 

1900  ... 

613,565 

- 

362,358 

334,642 

1,300,666 
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BBinsa 
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Bhitisu  The  ralues  of  mahoganr  and  logwood  in  tHe  above  table  are 

"o«i^",  taken  aa  follows  :— 


— 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

"''"PJ? P^/'ol 

Logwood tan 

t 

2S.27 

t 

■if. 

22.62 

1 
.«i 

21.17 

% 

■5; 

22.85 

S 

M 

21.10 

Tbe  most  noticeable  feature  in  the  preceding  tables  is  tbe  very 
lai^  quantity  of  mahogany  exported,  though  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  value  placed  upon  it  in  the  Customs  return  is  exceagiye. 
There  is  do  doubt  that  a  large  proportion  of  inferior  wood  was 
brought  out  last  year  and  sent  home  to  London  and  LiTerpool. 
Some  of  it  is  still  unsold.  At  one  clearance  sale  held  in  London 
last  July  nearly  5,000  logs,  representing  over  1,000,000  feet,  were 
pronounced  to  be  well  sold  at  an  average  of  2§§<f.  The  wood 
was  described  as  "  of  small  size  and  low  grade  and  condition," 
and  it  seems  unfortunate  that  it  should  have  been  sent  out  of  the 
Colony  at  all. 

The  export  of  logwood  shows  a  decline  both  in  quantity  and 
value. 

The  production  of  bananas  and  plantains  has  increased,  and 
the  fruit  sold  very  readily  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year — 
the  result  chiefly  of  the  introduction  of  a  new  purchaser  into 
the  British  Honduras  field.  The  competition  between  Messrs 
Vftcoaro  Bros,  and  the  United  Fruit  Company  has,  at  any  rate, 
tempornrily  raised  prices,  and  it  is  hoped  that  sufficient  fruit 
may  be  produced  at  the  right  seasons  to  induce  both  of  these 
firms  to  continue  their  operations  here. 

(B.)  Mines,  Manufacpubes,  and  Fishebies. 

A  few  small  sugar  mills  and  rum  stills  are  at  work — about 
forty  of  the  former  and  about  twenty  of  the  latter — chiefly  in  the 
districts  of  Coroaal  and  Toledo ;  they  mainly  supply  local 
requirements.  A  certain  amount  of  rum  is  exported  for  con- 
sumption in  the  Central  American  BepubUcs. 

(C.J  Aobicdltttral  Inddstbibs  AMD  Botanical 
Statioss. 

The  production  of  bananas,  plantains,  pineapples,  India  rubber,, 
cacao  and  cocoanuts  of  varying  quantity  and  quality  stUl 
affords  some  ground  for  hoping  that,  along  with  the  wood-cutting 
industries,  an  agncultural  industry  may  in  time  he  organized  and 
developed  through  ihe  large  and  generally  fertile  tracts  of  land 
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arailahU   for   this   purpose ;    but   there  U  no  progress  in   this 

-  direction  to  be  reported  in  respect  of  the  past  year. 

As  regards  the  fruit  production,  the  possibilities  are  consider- 
able, provided  that  growers  can  undertase  a  regidar  and  uniform 
supply  of  marketable  fruit  in  return  for  etBcieut  transportation 
and  a  reliable  market. 

The  cultivation  of  the  india  rubber  plant  and  the  cacao  is 
occupying  attention,  and  invites  the  employment  of  capital  from 
abroad  with  every  prospect  of  success. 

But  in  all  cases  where  inteUigent  cultivation  is  required  a 
difficulty  in  the  labour  supply  is  experienced. 

(D.)  Land  Qbants  and  Value  op  Land. 

Grants. 

During   1900,   1,367^   acres,   in   30  sections,  were  sold,   and 

realized  12,920.38 ;  32  lota  in  the  towns  of  Belize,  Mullins  Biver, 

and  Monkey  River  were  also  disposed  of. 

Leases. 

At  the  end  of  tie  year  there  were  16,426  acres  of  land  in  457 

sections  on  lease,  including  a  pastoral  lease  of  3,179  acres.     The 

amount  paid  for  rents  of  Crown  lands  for  the  year  was  $2,769.42, 

exclusive  of  $1,516.98,  rents  of  Crown  lands  in  the  towns  of  Stann 

Creek,  Mullma  River,  Punta  Gorda,  and  Monkey  River,  which 

-  ate  credited  to  local  funds. 

(E.)  Shipping. 

The   following  tables  give  the  number   of  sailing  ships  and 

steamers  entered  and  cleared  during  the  past  five  years,  and  the 

number  and  tonnage  of  British,  American,  and  Norwegian  vessels 

entered  and  cleared  respectively  : — 


BBITUJH 
HONDUKAa 

1900. 


Sailing  Teaaela. 

Steamers. 

Tew. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tonfc 

ISM           

391 

36,832 

186 

132,317 

1897           

428 

35,571 

213 

158,218 

1898           

409 

32,037 

209 

161,295 

1899           

3G8 

26,080 

216 

166,104 

1900            ..        ..; 

338 

24^71 

214 

146,646 
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Cleared. 


adli»gV««ili 

Ywr. 

No. 

Tom. 

No. 

Ton.. 

ie»       

878 

88,628 

184 

132,239 

1397          

421 

38,268 

213 

168,081 

1398          

401 

30,214 

208 

160,338 

1899          

374 

27,716 

214 

163,358 

ISOO          

320 

22,919 

214 

146,261 

Sailinp  Vessels— Entered. 


Tear. 

BritulL 

An«™. 

Nonregpaa. 

No. 

Tom. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

ToiuL 

1896         

1897         

1898         

1899         

1900 

181 
197 
179 
176 
124 

9,269 
10,836 
10,309 
10,398 

8,617 

19 
28 
28 
27 
61 

873 
1,119 
472 
671 
990 

47 
40 
30 
27 
26 

16,597 
16,141 
11,959 
10,269 
10,384 

Sailing  Vessels— 'Clearea. 


Britisfa. 

Americtui. 

NorwegiAU. 

Taw. 

No. 

TODB. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tone 

1896         

167 

8,571 

19 

775 

51 

18,992 

1897         

198 

12.201 

28 

1,153 

42 

15,668 

1898         

184 

10,186 

27 

428 

30 

U,716 

1699         

177 

10,376 

29 

677 

31 

11,796 

1900         

129 

8,774 

44 

841 

24 

9,479 
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Slea/uers  — Entered. 


British. 

American. 

Norw^jisti. 

Yw. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

TODB. 

No. 

Tons. 

1896         

42 

48,3C2 

103 

65,842 

36 

16,172 

1897         

62 

6S,95G 

103 

65,462 

55 

23,613 

1898          

80 

84,416 

54 

34,603 

70 

31,365 

1899         

61 

69,222 

100 

66,804 

67 

27,429 

1900         

35 

51,666 

104 

66,627 

69 

33,906 

Uteamen —  Cleared. 


British. 

Americui. 

Nonrt^iao. 

Year. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

1896         

41 

48,413 

103 

65,742 

36 

15,146 

1897         

61 

68,030 

104 

66,256 

55 

23,613 

1898         

79 

83,533 

64 

34,663 

70 

31,392 

1899         

50 

66,523 

106 

66,766 

57 

27,430 

1900         

36 

51,423 

103 

66,586 

69 

35,904 

III.— LEGISLATION. 

Twenty-one  OrdinaDcee  were  passed  in  1900,  of  which  {our 
were  Appropriation  OrdinaDces  j  four  (two  being  Ordinances 
amending  the  law  relating  to  duties  of  Customs)  have  since  been 
repealed  and  one  was  disallowed ;  of  the  rest,  the  following  only 
Appear  to  require  notice  in  this  report,  viz. : — 

(a)  Ordinance  No.  13  (amended  by  Ordinance  No.  21),  which 
coDBolidatea  and  amende  the  law  relating  to  the 
licensing  of  certain  trades  and  business  in  the  town 
of  Belize. 

ID133  B 


V  Google 


COLONIAL   BEPOBTS — ANSnAL 


British  (b)  Ordinance  No.  14,  which  amends  the  Labour  Law. 


BOHnUKA^ 


(c)  Ordinance  No.  18,  which  amends  the  Marri^e  Law. 

(d)  Ordinance  No.  19,  which  amends  the  law  relating  to 

Pilotage,  and 
(«)  Ordinance  No.  20,  which  regulates  pensions,  gratuities, 
and   other  allowances   to   he  granted   in  respect  of 
ofiicea  held  in  Her  Majesty's  Civil  Service  in  this 
Colony. 


IV.— EDUCATION. 


The  Oovemment  grant  in  aid  of  education  was  again  fixed  at 
$12,000  instead  of  |14,500,  and  the  necessary  retrenchment  was 
effected  by  the  same  method  as  that  practised  in  1899,  viz.,  by 
a  reduction  at  the  rate  of  15  per  cent,  of  all  grants  payable 
to  aided  schools  on  the  lines  already  laid  down  ;  the  withdrawal 
of  grants  in  respect  of  children  under  fire — limiting  the  number 
of  grants-aided  schools  and  of  pupil  teachers  to  those  already  on 
the  list,  and  the  reduction  of  some  small  bonuses  payable  to 
teachers  on  the  results  of  the  annual  examinations  of  their  schools. 

The  good  work  done  by  the  schools,  which  are  under  the 
management  of  a  Board — chiefly  ecclesiastical — and  an  Inspector, 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  impaired  seriously  by  the  reduction 
of  the  grant.  The  Inspector's  report  on  them  is  complete  and 
on  the  whole  satisfactory,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
amount  of  school  fees  received  is  small  and  has  been  steadily 
on  the  decrease  since  1896. 

There  is  no  school  rate  levied  at  present  in  the  Colony. 

The  following  tables  furnish  further  detai.e  : — 
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BbiI'ISH 
SOMDUKAB, 


Government  Grants  and  School  Fees  as  received  by  each 
Denomination  in  1900. 


Sahoola. 

Total 

Qovenunent 

Urants. 

Total 
School  Fe«i. 

of  Sofiool  Foe. 
Qnnts. 

Church  of  EngUnd 

Eomtm  CatboUc 

Wealeyan 

Baptiat      

Non-denomiiiational 

% 
2,882.53 

4,104.74 

3,159.90 

914.62 

183.74 

676.21 
710.14 
721.28 
122.35 

82.55 

4.26 
5.78 
4.38 
7.47 
2.22 

Totals 

11,245.53 

2^12.55 

4.86 

Nnmbers  of,  i 


■id  Attendance  hy.   Children  accordtny  to 
Denominations  in  1900. 


Schools. 

Nnmbec 
of  Children 
on  Roll. 

Average 
Attendance. 

Total 
School  Foee. 

Receipt  of 
SchoolFees 

pertuiit  of 

Average 
Attend^ce. 

Church  of  England 
Roman  Catholic  ... 

Weslefan 

Bi>pti8t      

842 
1,289 
937 
254 
69 

576     - 
957 
636 
172 
42 

1 
676.21 

710.14 

721.23 

122.35 

82.55 

t 

1.17 

.74 
1.13 

.71 
1.96 

Totals    ... 

3,391 

2,383 

2,312.53 

.97 
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v.— GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitals,  Asylums,  and  Poob-houses. 
The  remarkable  Bhortcomin^s  at  the  Belize  Hospital,  mentioned 
in  Reporta  on  the  Blue  Book  for  the  last  two  years,  are  now  being 
made  good ;  an  additional  wing  ia  in  course  o£  erection,  which  wiU 
furnish  apace  for  a  good  female  ward,  besides  operating  room, 
private  wards,  pantriea,  bathrooms,  &c. 

The   following   table    ahews   the   number   of    patients   under 
treatment  in  the  hospital  during  1900  : — 


Bbitisb 

Honduras 
1900. 


-*- 

1 

InatttnUon. 

If 

I 

^ 

ff 

u 

BeliM       

46 

436 

379 

65 

38 

4011 

Oorosal 

11 

100 

101 

8 

2 

601 

Orange  Walk      ... 

1 

145 

13j 

8 

3 

6-62 

Beliw  :- 

Lnnatic  Asylum 

34 

e 

3 

— 

39 

37-37 

Piwr-hoose      ... 

17 

14 

8 

2 

21 

20-54 

Savings  Banes. 

There  are  six  savings  banks  conducted  by  the  Government — 
one  in  the  chief  town  of  each  district.  The  savings  bank  at 
Belize  was  established  in  1846,  and  had,  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1900,  334  depoaitors. 

The  total  amount  at  the  credit  of  all  depositors  in  the  savings 
banks  of  the  Colony  at  Slst  Decembar,  1900,  was  $38,925.84 
as  against  $31,319.61  in  1899. 

The  rate  of  interest  allowed  ia  3  per  cent  per  annum. 

The  amount  of  invested  funds  is  $22,983.14. 

Friendly  Societies. 
It  may  here  be  mentioned  that  there  are  eight  duly  registered 
Friendly  Societies  in  Belize,  with  whom  426  members  are  recorded 
as  having  invested  $10,244.15  in  addition  to  amounta  held   on 
current  account  to  meet  expenses  and  withdrawals. 
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British 

BOKDnRAB, 

11900. 


VI.— J  UDICIAL. 
(A.)  Police. 

There  are  two  forces  in  the  Colony  : — 

1.  The  British  Honduras  Constabulary,  consisting  of  one 
inspector,  one  sub-inspector,  and  about  48  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men,  of  whom  about  18  are  mounted.  It  is  stationed 
in  the  northern  district,  with  headquarters  at  Corosal,  an  officer's 
detachment  at  Orange  Walk,  and  a  small  detachment  at  the 
Cayo. 

This  force  is  now  being  gradually  absorbed  into  the  police. 

2.  The  British  Honduras  Police,  unmounted,  consisting  of  one 
superintendent  and  74  non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  distri- 
buted throughout  the  other  districts,  about  57  being  stationed  in 
the  town  of  Belize  alone. 

The  discipline  and  conduct  of  the  police  force  have  been 
satisfactory. 

(B.)  Peibons. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  prisoners 
committed  to  all  the  prisons  of  the  Colony  for  penal  imprison- 
ment, and  the  daily  average  number  of  prisoners  in  the  Belize 
prison,  from  1896  to  1900  :— 


Prisonera  com- 
mitted  for  Penal 
Imprieotunent. 


65-64 
53-67 
51'34 


(C.)  Criminal  Statistics. 

The  number  of  offences  reported  to  the  police  or  magistrates 
during  the  year  1900  was  1,742,  agabst  1,614  in  1899  and  1,731 
in  1898  :  whilst  the  number  of  persons  summarily  convicted  was — 
in  1900,  1,209  ;  in  1899,  1,136  ;  and  in  1898, 1,266. 
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Iq  the  Supreme  Court,  out  of  66  informatioiiB,  29  judgments     Britibu 
for  the  Crown  were  given  in  1900,  as  compared  with  40judgment3  ^^?£Si*^ 

out  of  62   informations  in  1899,   and  54  judgments  out  of  79        ,* 

informations  in  1898. 

There  are  no  trials  on  indictments  and  no  bills,  as  no  Grrand 
Jury  exists ;  the  Attorney-General  merely  files  au  information, 
and  whfln  he  thinks  proper  enters  a  nolle  prosequi. 


VII.— VITAL   STATISTICS. 
(A.)  Population. 

The  Registrar-General  returns  the  population  in  1900  as 
36,998,  consisting  of  18,889  males  and  18,109  females,  as  against 
18,194  males  and  17,032  females  in  1899,  a  total  increase  of  1,772 
as  against  479  of  the  previous  year. 

He  this  year  reports  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
marriages  registered,  viz.,  339,  the  highest  number  yet  recorded 
since  1895,  and  submits  an  interesting  statement,  showing  that  of 
the  678  persona  married  417  were  unable  to  sign  their  names. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births — 622  out  of  a  total  of  1,47  8 — 
shows  no  improvement  on  last  year's  record. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  and  the  rate  per  1,000  of  births  and  deaths  for  the 
.last  nine  years  : — 


Tear. 

Births. 

Birth  rate 
per  1,000. 

MamogeA. 

De&thB. 

Death  rate 
per  1,000. 

1892      ... 

1,219 

38-73 

372 

1,282 

40-73 

1803      ... 

1,274 

40-48 

404 

1,374 

43-66 

1894      ... 

1,162 

35-32 

380 

1,208 

36-72 

1895      ... 

1,366 

40-G2G 

348 

1,029 

31-122 

I89G      ... 

1,435 

43-025 

288 

977 

28-893 

1897       ... 

1,410 

40-522 

309 

1,013 

29-524 

1898      ... 

1,469 

42208 

281 

1,146 

32-906 

1B99      ... 

1.52G 

43-320 

273 

1,191 

33-810 

1900      ... 

1,478 

39-948 

339 

890 

24-055 
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(B.)  Public  Health. 

During  February  and  March  a  disease  characterised  hy  fever 
and  glaodular  swellings  appeared  at  Bacalar  Chico,  and  was 
subsequently  observed  at  Coroaal ;  and  later  in  the  year  others 
of  a  similar  nature  appeared  at  Northern  River  and  in  Belize. 
There  were  no  opportunities  for  examining  the  blood 
bacteriologicallj,  ao  the  time  nature  of  the  malady  is  doubtful. 
The  medical  officer  who  saw  cases  and  had  them  under  treatment 
inclines  to  the  view  that  this  was  a  mild  form  of  plague,  in  short 
the  pestis  minor,  which,  "  as  SO  often  pointed  out  by  many 
observers,  is  a  disease  which  may  precede,  run  concurrently  with, 
or  continue  after  an  outbreak  of  true  plague,  or  it  may  on  the 
other  hand  occur  independently  of  an  epidemic  of  true  plague." 
Happily  there  liave  been  no  further  developments  in  this  Colony, 
and  the  disease  has  died  out. 

There  was  no  marked  increase  in  the  ordinary  diseases  of  the 
country ;  the  general  state  of  the  public  health  during  the  year 
was  good.  It  should  indeed  be  remarked  here  that  while  the 
death-rate,  24  per  1,000,  is  by  far  the  lowest  recorded,  it  will  be 
found  in  the  following  paragraph  that  the  rainfall,  both  in  respect 
of  inches  and  number  of  wet  days,  was  abnormally  heavy. 

(C.)  Climate, 

According  to  the  observations  taken  at  the  meteorological 
station  at  Belize,  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  114'12,  and 
rain  fell  on  1 60  days.  The  greatest  rainfall  occurred  in  October, 
with  a  total  of  20-64,  and  the  least  rain  fell  in  February,  the 
amount  being  only  1'79. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  rainfall,  and  the  number  of 
days  on  which  rain  fell  during  the  last  five  years  : — 


73-93 

87-72 
102-04 

80-47 


October  and  November  were  the  rainiest  months  of  a  year 
which  has  been  the  wettest  so  far  recorded.  It  will  be  observed 
that  63'dl  inches  fell  in  the  last  four  months  alone.  The  driest 
months  were  February  and  March. 
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The  maximom  shade  temperature  was  94'8  in  May,  93'8  iii     BBmaM 

September,  93-2  in  October,  and  93-0  in  NoTember;  whUst  the  °°™"- 
minimum  temperature  recorded  was  51*8  in  February  and  56*0  in  ,._ 

January. 


VIIL— POSTAL  SERVICE. 

The  total  rerenae  of  the  Foat  Office  for  1900  was  111,054.87. 
The    total    expenditure    of    $24,072.69    was    distributed    as 


Extra  Colonial  : — 

$ 

S 

Snbddy          

14,499.96 

Transit  dues 

409.10 

14,909.06 

Intka  Colonial  : — 

SklariM  and  wi«M 

2,875.00 

Northern  unbfiidy      

5,400.00 

Bouthem  Bubddy      

432.00 

YarioDB  BerricM        

456.63 

9,163.63 

Total       

24,072.69 

The  number  of  letters  and  other  articles  sent  to  and  received 
from  abroad  from  1896  to  1900  was  as  follows; — 


— 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Ordinwy  letters        ... 

120,445 

132,672 

118,552 

124,847 

141,860 

4,109 

4,755 

4,670 

4,828 

8,268 

Pott  cards      

3,146 

2,730 

2,943 

2,907 

4,271 

83,592 

94,121 

93,574 

86,486 

97,989 

pMttlpMMb. 

1,228 

1,226 

1,343 

1,672 

2,063 
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The  Dainber  of  iolatid  correBpondence  for  l^e  same  period  i 
Ho*"^"*.  giren  in  the  foUowing  table :— 


~ 

1896. 

1897. 

1893. 

1899. 

1900. 

Lettora           

52,835        53,318 

66,860 

56,619 

68,679 

Port-owds      

308            487 

1,090 

752 

1,Z79 

11,174    I     5,656 

7,869 

6,956 

8,113 

The  traDsactions  in  connection  with  the  Money  Order  system 
from  1896  to  1900  were  as  follows: — 

Money  Orders  issued  on  the  United  Kingdom,  ^c. 

Yew. 

Amount 

1896      

&    $.    d. 
881     1     5 

1897      

1.043  16    4 

1898      

1,336  17  10 

1899      

1,228    2  10 

1900      

1,439    2    3 

Money  Orders  issued  on  the  United  Stales  of  America. 

Tear. 

Amotmt. 

1899      

t 
2,289.13 

1900      

3,461.68 

Money  Orders  drawn  on  the  Gohny. 

Year. 

Amount. 

1896      

£     «.     A 
265  19    8 

1897      

331     1     0 

1898      

24C  10    0 

1899      

182  12    5 

1900      

282    6    2 
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Holttntul^ 


IX.-MILITARY  FORCES  AND  EXPENDITURE. 
Volunteers. 

Tbia  force  continued  to  progress  favourably  tbroughout  the 
year.  The  strength  on  31st  December,  1900,  was  9  officers  imd 
168  non-commiBsioned  officers  and  men. 

An  additional  unpetuB  was  given  to  the  volunteer  movement 
by  the  appointmant  of  Cdour-Sergeant  Ureenway,  of  the 
WorcOBter  Kegunent,  as  sergeant-major  and  drill  instructor  in 
April,  1900,  Drills  were  much  better  attended  throughout  the 
year,  and  although  the  standard  of  musketry  attained  was  not, 
owing  to  very  indifferent  range  accommodation,  as  good  as  it 
might  have  been,  still  considerable  interest  was  taken  in  the 
range  practices  by  all  ranks,  and  the  corps  now  contains  a  large 
number  of  very  fair  shots. 


X.— GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 
(A.)  Impoetant  Events. 

1.  Operations  against  the  Yucatecan  Indiana  were  conducted 
by  the  Mexican  forces  throughout  the  year.  No  actions  on  a 
laige  scale  appear  to  have  taken  place,  but  the  coimtry  occupied 
has  apparently  been  made  good  by  the  advancing  forces,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Indians  wiU  be  gradually  reduced  to  submission 
without  any  serious  loss  of  life  on  either  side.  The  Mexican 
Government  has  continued  to  make  use  of  Belize  during  the  year 
as  a  depot  and  forwarding  station. 

2.  The  promotion  of  Chief  Justice  Sir  William  Anderson  to 
the  Chief  Justiceship  of  Trinidad  was  succeeded  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  His  Honour  Walter  Llewellyn  Lewis  to  the  post  of 
Chief   Justice   of  this   Colony,  and  Mr.  Lewis  arrived  in   the 

-Colony  and  a8Rumed  the  duties  of  his  office  on  the  6th  June. 
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H?^^        3.  Hia  ExceUeacy  the  Governor  left  Belize  on  the  26th  July 
1900.     '  *^''   ^gl^ndj  and   returned  on  the  29th  October.    During  his 

,'       absence  the  adminlBtration  of  the  Government  devolved  upon  me 

OB  Colonial  Secretary. 

(B.)  Pdblic  Woeks. 

The  only  "  Public  Work  Extraordinary  "  undertaken  during 
the  year  was  the  erection  of  an  additional  wing  at  the  Belize 
Hospital     The  work  was  not  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

(C.)  Fdtuee  Prospectb.  Opbninos  fob  Labocb  and 
Capital.  Cost  of  Labour  and  of  Living.  Social 
AND  General  Conditions. 

As  I  have  already  indicated,  the  outlook  for  our  fruit  trade  ie 
more  promieing.  The  fruit  can  be  produced  here,  and  the 
neighoouring  port  of  New  Orleans  can,  at  present,  take  all  that 
can  \v.  supped  of  good  uniform  quality  at  certain  seaaona  of 
the  year. 

As  regards  the  wood-cutting  industries,  which  have  heretofore 
been  the  staple  of  the  Colony,  it  would  appear  that  the  supply  of 
real  "  Honduras "  mahogany  is  beginning  to  tail — that  is,  that 
our  exporters  find  it  difficult  to  turn  out  that  fine  article  which 
has  hitherto  stood  so  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  timber  trade. 
The  good  wood  that  can  be  broiight  to  the  coast  in  existing 
conditions  is  no  doubt  comparatively  scarce,  and  this  condition- 
of  things  must  remain  until  improved  methods  of  transportation 
render  it  possible  to  draw  from  the  more  inaccessible  forests.. 
Meanwhile  the  projects  for  a  railway  are  apparently  still  in 
abeyance. 

F.  J.  Newton, 

Coloiiial  Secretary. 
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No.  362. 

BRITISH    HONDURAS. 


REPORT  FOR  1901. 

(For  Eaport  for  1900,  KtNo.  339.) 


ytcsmteb  to  Iwth  ^ottflce  of  parliament  b^  (iomttamit  of  ^is  Jttajcstji. 
September,  1902.  - 


LONDON: 

PBIHTED   FOB    BIS    UAJESTY'S    STAHONEBT    OFFZOE, 

Bt  DASLING  &  SON,  ILtd..  34-40.  Baoon  Stukt,  B. 


•nd  82,  AsmanoM  Stbsit,  WasmnrBTXB,  8.W.; 

or  OUTEE  &  BOTD.  ^junawma; 

or  E.  P0N80NBY,  116,  Ghatton  Stbmt,  Dublik. 


[Cd,  788-82.]    Price  2d. 
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The  followiiig,  unoag  other,.  rep<»^  relating  to  His  M&jeBty's 
ColoDial  FoesAtetona  have  been  issued,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
ttie  Bonroes  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 


Cejlou 

Gibraltar  

Baantoload       ...       .«        

QoldOout        

Grenada 

Norlhem  Nigeria         

British  Solomon  lalandi         

BntishGoiana 

St.  Vincent        

Jamaica...  ...        ...        ...        ... 

Cocoa  Idbuids 

So  ntliem  Nigeria         

Bermnda 

Gambia 

Falkland  bUndi  

Northern  Temtoriea  ot  the  Gold  Coast 

Malta     

Gibraltar  

Straits  Settlements      

Sierra  Leone     


1900-1901 

1^ 
1900-1901 

1900 
1900-1901 
1901 
1900 
1901 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Snbjeot. 

1 

Gold  Coast        

2 

Znlnland 

Forests. 

3 

Siena  Leone      

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

6 

Emigration. 
Sis^Indnstiy. 

6 

Hong  Kong       

NeWonndland 

Bnbomo  PJagne. 

7 

Mineral  Resonroes. 

8 

Western  Padflc 

9 

Agricaltmre. 

10 

Virgin  Islands 

Condition  during  1B97. 

11 

Grenada 

Agricultnre  in  Carriaoon. 

Vital  Statistics,  1898. 

12 

AngaiUa 

CoA  Islands     

13 

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Bahamas 

Canada    

Legsl  Status  of  British  North 
Imerican  Indiuis. 

16 

Medical  Heporte. 

17 

Gilbert  and  Bllioe  Islands      ... 

Report  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong       

Operations    in    New    Territory 
daring  190C. 

19 

Medical  Beporti. 

20 

WeiHaiWei     

General  Report. 
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No.  862. 
BRITISH   HONDURAS. 

(For  Baport  for  1900,  *e»  TSf>.  3SS.) 


CtOTEBFOB   Sir  D.  WiLSOK  to   Mb.   CHAUBEBI.AIir. 

Gorenuuent  Hoase, 

Belize,  29th  July,  1903.  v 
&B, 

I  H&TB  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Beprnt  on  the  Blue 
Book  for  1901,  prepared  by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

I  have,  &G., 

D.  Wilson, 

Qovtmor. 


el347l*— 76— 8/1903     Wt  28818    D  t  B— 5 
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EEPORT  ON   THE  BLUE  BOOK  OF  BEITISH 
HONDUBAS  FOE  THE  YEAR  1901. 


L— FINANCIAL. 

The  financial  year  wLicli  formerly  ran  conourrently  witli  the 
c^endar  year  waa  cliangeil  in.  1901  tmd  now  commraices  tm  ih« 
Ist  April  and  tenninates  on  the  Slat  March.  The  quarter  ended 
the  Slst  March,  1901,  was  treated  in  the  Treasury  acoounta  as  a 
separate  period,  but  in  the  Btatements  which  follow  the  Tevenue 
and  expenditure  of  nine  months  ot  1900  and  three  months  of 
1901  have  been  added  together  to  form  a  basis  for  comparison 
with  future  financial  years. 

On  the  1st  April,  1900,  the  surplus  on  the  General  Eevenue 
Account  of  the  Colony  was  |18,132.84. 


(A.)  EBVENirB   A»D   BXPENDITDHB. 

The  following  statements  show  the  Berenae  and  Ezpendituro 
of  the  Colony  for  the  calendar  year  1900  and  the  financial  year 
1900-1  under  each  head  of  revenue  wid  serrice  respeotiTely :  — 


General  Reoemic. 


Tear  ended 

Head  of  Bevenna. 

1900, 

3lstMand^ 
1901. 

1 

% 

I.  OnBtoms 

170,261.52 

174,941.13 

2.  Light  Dues          

5,921.34 

6,871.38 

3.  Internal  Tftiation          

64,451.03 

64,347.09 

4.  Berenuei  of  Government  Property    ... 

5.  Court  Fines,  Feea  of  Office,  Payments 

10,516.66 

10,108.17 

20,392.19 

19,948.98 

ments  in  Aid. 

6.  Postal  BeTanne 

11,064.87 

10,021.98 

7.  Interest 

2,255.16 

2,249.39 

200.16 

200.16 

1,766.79 

.      2,206.73 

Total  Ordinary  Beveane 

286,807.61 

289,895.01 

10.  Bale  of  Crown  Lands     

2,920.3B 

2,794.27 

Total  O^nor&l  Bevenue 

289,727.89 

292,689.28 
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Qeaenl  Beveiuie — cont. 


Hedd  of  Bevenne. 

1900. 

TMreadad 
31rt  Matck. 
1901.       - 

LoMl  Berenne  :- 

Bolue  District        

CoTotal  District     ™ 

Orange  Walk  Diatriet      

Stanii  Oreek  District        

Toledo  Disttict _ 

Cayo  District         

$ 

3,100.00 
2,836.00 
2,472i)0 
1,590.00 
492.00 

S 

24,OT4Ji6 
2,»72.M 
2,iW.20 
2^01.06 
l,70*.8a 
679.50 

TotU  Local  Beyenae 

35,686.00 

35,222.62 

Gnnd  Total      

325,613.89 

327,911.90 

JSrpenditvre. 


Tear  ended 

Head  of  Expenditure. 

1900. 

31st  March, 
1901.        - 

1 

t 

i.  Poblic  Debt        

11,134.44 

11,128.21 

2.  Peaaions 

6,201.51 

5,207.72 

8.  Governor  ...         .„         ,„         ,,.         ... 

11,679.19 

11,48036 

4.  Colonial  Secretary's  Detttrtment 

6.  Treasury  and  Cnstom  House 

8,836.16 

9,289.88 

15,026.53 

15,326.59 

6   Ahdit  Department         

2,066.87 

2,228.89 

7.  Post  Office           

24,072.69 

24,079.42 

8.  Judidsl 

13,114.14 

13,310.26 

15,351.22 

16,647.64 

10.  Constabulary       

28,60441 

26,267.00 

n.  PoUce       

23,979.62 

24,363.14 

12.  Beli«e  Volunteer  Force 

1,587.45 

1,677.98  - 

13.  Prions     

12,402.26 

12,870.00 

14.  Medical  Department      

25,164.1  L 

25,323.60 

IS.  CentrtlBoardofHealthandQuarantine 

78.68 

50.fiO 

16.  Edncation 

13,191.53 

14,729.89 

t7.  Ecclesiastical       

437.40 

437.40 

7,489.49 

7,401.18" 

19.  Botanic  SUtion  ...        „.        

1,742.18 

1,704.03 

3.204.36 

4,178.69 

21.  Lighthousee,  Ac 

22.  Colonial  Engineer's  Department 

3,569.20 

3,873.37 

8,106.33 

3,183.40 

23.  Public  Works  Keonrwnt          

11,545.17 

11,499.62 

Total  Ordinary  Expenditure  ... 

242,467.93 

246,372.66 

8,73316 

3,613.86 

246,201.08 

249,186.50 
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Expenditure — eont. 


Head  of  Expeoditura. 

IMO. 

T«tr«Dded 

SlrtMinh, 

1901. 

Loetl  Expenditon  :— 

BdiM  IMrtrict       

Oonml  DiBtriot     

OnugeWftlkDutnat      

Stenn  OT«ek  Diatriet       

Totodo  Dirtriot     

CaroEMstriot         

26,222.00 
2,998.00 
2.846.00 
4,133.00 
1,763.00 
428.00 

26,882.13 
3,586.83 
2,688.66 
<,006.94 
1,209.43 
462.11 

97,380.00 

38,823.99 

Qnuid  Total       

283,681.08 

288,0ia49 

^6  following  is  a  statement  of  the  Hevenne  and  Expenditure 
lor  the  five  years  1897  to  1900-1  inclusiTe,  with  notes  of  points 
of  epeoial  interefft  attached :  — 

General  Revenue. 


Tmt. 

Amount. 

B«mark>. 

1897 

314,017 

Inclndes  (20,000  Silver  Coin,  (7,170  Eiport  Dnty 
on  Logwood,  and  (1,663  Gaaaal  BoTenne. 

1898 

274,690 

Includes   (1,250    Smpliu   Stock   SavingB   Bank 

Sea,  (1,009  Eefnnd  of  Coet  of  Snrvey  on  Lands. 
Inclndes  (13,342  Eiport  Duly  on  Mahogany  and 

1899 

260,468 

Logwood  from  July.                                   • 
Inclndes  the    same  Export  Dnty    as   in    1899, 
amounting  to  (22,251,  and  an  inonaae  from  10 
to  12)  per  cent,  on  ad  valorem  goods  from  the 
23rd  June. 

1900 

289,727 

1900-1 

292,689 

General  Expenditure. 


Twr. 

Amoant. 

Bemarka. 

1897 

1898 

1B99 
1900 

190&'l 

X 
322,990 

801,413 

262,413 
246,201 

249,186 

Inolndes  $3,386  Eailway  Surrey,  (730  Telegraph 
Survey,  and  (9,766  cost  of  Coinage,  (3,609 
Belize  Town  and  Harbour  Improvementa 
(16,228  Naval  and  Military. 

Inoludea  (36,865  on  Baad^  Bridges,  and  New 

Includes  (8,228  for  OfQdal  Eeaidence  at  the  Cayo. 
Ineludes  (2,229    for  New  Wing  to  the  Belue 

Hospital 
Indndes  9  months  of  1900. 
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Cunptumtrre  tetom  of  local  rerenne  and  expenditure. 
Reeenua.       ' 


Dirtrict. 

Tear. 

BeUie. 

ConwO. 

VX 

Stann 
Cc«ek. 

Toledo. 

C«yo. 

Tot»L 

t 

$ 

i 

t 

1 

1897 

22,902 

3,667 

3,492 

2,221 

1,146 

763 

34,171 

1696 

27,648 

3^92 

3,545 

2,664 

1,319 

717 

39,485 

1899 

27,200 

3,164 

2,602 

2,678 

578 

754 

36,866 

1900 

25,396 

3,100 

2,836 

2,472 

1,590 

492 

1900-1 

24,976 

2,972 

sU^ 

2,401 

1705 

67St 

36,222 

Expenditure. 


Dtatrict. 

Ten. 

1 

~ 

Bolii». 

COTOMl. 

S?X 

Stoim 
Gie^. 

Toledo. 

C»yo. 

Total 

t 

) 

« 

$ 

1897 

22,534 

3,636 

3.340 

1,801 

1,318 

679 

33,308 

1898 

27,143 

3,678 

3,923 

2,340 

1,192 

931 

39,207 

1899 

28,312 

3,190 

4,182 

1,023 

694 

1,192 

38,543 

1900 

26,222 

2,998 

2,846 

4,133 

1,753 

426 

37,380 

1900-1 

26,682 

8,686 

2,689 

4,006 

1,209 

452 

38,824 

- .  The  inaertioa  twice 'of  nine  monihs'  Eerenue  and  ExpenditOT^ 
of  1900_ha8  leaaened  the  value  of  this  return  for  purposeB  of 
comparison  with  the  past.  On  the  1st  January,  1697,  the  Boards 
had  a  surplus  of  f 9,047  in  hand,  and  the  actual  Iterenue  and 
Expenditure  to  Slst  March,  1901  (four  years  and  three  months), 
regulted  in  the  surplus  hein^  iucreaaed  to  {11,946.  As,  how- 
ever, the  Boards  receive  the  principal  portion  of  their  Revenue 
in  the  month  of  January  this  apparent  increase  does  not  repre- 
sent a  true  surplus.  The  true  position  is  that  on  the  Slst 
"December,  1901,  the  surplus  of  1897  had  been  reduced  to  16,514, 
making  the  excess  <A  Expenditure  over  Bevenue  for  the  five 
calendar  yean  1897  to  1901,  $2,533. 

(B.)  Impobtant  Changes  ih  Taxation. 

There  was  no  increase  of  taxation  during  the  year,  but  on  the 
contrary  the  increase  of  tariff  from  10  to  12^  per  cent.  <m  ad 
valorem  goods  mentioned  in  the  last  Beport  Wpeed  on  the  Slst 
January  and  the  rate  reverted  to  10  per  cent.,  while  by  the 
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Govemor'B  Order  in  Council  iuaed  mider  the  autlLoritr  at  Ordi- 
nance  No.  20  of  1901,  the  export  duty  on  nuthogaay  was  redooed 
from  11.50  to  76  cents  t>er  1,000  feet,  and  that  on  logwood  fnm' 
50  cents  to  25  cents  per  ton  on  Sth  December,  1901. 


(O.)  Assets  and  Liabilities. 

The  positiiHi  of  the  Colony  on  the  31st  Uarch,  1901,  in  reapeot 
of  its  Assets  and  Liabilities  is  shown  in  the  following  table ;  — 


General  Revenv^s, 


— 

1900. 

1900-1. 

.AMeU 

Likbilitiea        

$ 

108,470.81 
&2,044.09 

128,821.99 
62,186.37 

ExoMa  of  Aawta    

66,426.72 

61,636.62 

At  the  end  of  the  calendar  year  1901  the  sarplns  on  General 
Bevenue  Account  stood  at  f84,138,  and  on  Local  Rerenue  at 
16,514.00. 

(D.)  Pdblic  Debt. 

^e  following  is  a  statement  of  the  Loan  Debt  of  the  Golcmy 
onSlst  March,  1901:  — 


Lou. 

DoUuB. 

Imui  ol  1665... 
Lou  of  1887... 
Loan  of  1891... 

b    per  oent.  DebentnrM        

4}  percent.  DebeutnreB,  £20,000  @  $4.86  ... 
Total        

27,875 
43,740 
97,200 

168,816 

These  loans  were  all  contracted  for  the  improvement  of  the 
town  of  Belize,  and  half  the  interest  and  Sinking  Fnnda  in 
respect  of  the  loans  of  1885  and  1887  are  repaid  out  of  the  local 
funds  to  ,QeneraI  Bevenues.  The  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Loan  of 
1886  will  require  no  further  contributitms,  as  the  amount  now  at 
credit,  if  left  to  accumulate  at  compound  interest  at  the  rate  of 
3  per  cent.,  will  amount  to  more  than  will  be  necessary  to  pay  off 
the  liability  when  it  becomes  due  for  repayment  in  1916. 
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FroTiaioiL  for  payment  has  been  made  hy  tbe  iuTeBtment  of 
the  Sinking  Funds  as  set  f ortiL  in  the  next  table :  — 


Loan  of    1885— repftTaUe  1916.     t37,876=£Ii,7S6  lis. 

Loan  of  1887— repayable  1918.    £9,000 

Loan  of  1891— rajnyable  1923.    £20000...*     

Total  ainkiag  Panda 


8,690 

6 

8 

;     3,910 

1 

;     3,120 

4 

0 

(E.)   CUBBBNCT. 

The  standard  of  cnrrency  iB  the  gold  dollar  of  the  United 
Staites  of  Ameriea — the  gold  coins  ti  the  United  States  being 
legally  cmrent  at  their  respective  valnes.  The  British  soveieign 
and  half-sovereign  are  legal  tender  for  f4.86  and  |2.43,  respec- 
tively. 

The  subflidiaiy  silver  currency,  coined  specially  ior  the 
Colony,  amonnts  to  f  110,000,  and  is  made  up  as  follows  :-r 


104,500 
155,000 
126,000 


613,500 


52,260 
38,750 
12,600 
6,400 


110,000 


There  is  also  a  bronze  cent  piece,  the  amount  in  circulation 
being  160,000  pieces. 

Under  Ordinance  ISo.  32  of  1S94  cmreiicy  notes  of  the  follow- 
ing dentnninations  have  heen  issued :  — 

One  dollar. 

Two  dollars. 

Five  dollars. 

Ten  dollars. 

Fifty  doUars. 

One  hundred  dollars. 

The  amount  of  notes  in  circulation  on  lihe  31et  March,  1901, 
was  1122,128 ;  and  against  the  notes  issued  the  C<munissionerB 
of  Currency  held  in  the  Colony  186,330,  |36,798  having  been 
remitted  for  investmejit  in  England. 

(F.)  Debts  of  Local  Boabdb. 

The  Boards  have  not  been  authorised  to  contavct  loans  and 
the  only  Local  Debt  is  a  sum  of  |1,900.60,  being  the  baJanoe 
due  by  the  Bdize  District  Board  on  account  of  an  advance  made 
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to  tiiit  Board  out  of  Qeneral  Bevwiues  fw  the  ooutractioa  ot 
aa  iron  bridge  over  the  Belise  ItiTer.  The  Board,  however, 
-has  aarpliu  revenue  more  tiuta  sufficient  to  cover  the  debt. 
The  annual  payment  made  by  the  same  Bou^  to  General 
BovenuOB  in  refund  of  hall  the  interest  and  Sinking  Fund  oa 
the  Tovn  and  Harbour  Improvements  Loans  of  1886  and  1887, 
amounts  to  |2,399.64. 


II.— TRADE,  AGBICULTUKE,  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

(A.)  Ihpobtb  and  Exports. 

The  following  tables  give  the  value  of  the  Imp««tB  and  Exports 
of  the  Colony  for  the  years  1896  to  1901 :  — 
Imports. 


ToUl 
Imports. 


486,463 
420,127 
323,493 


2,723 
4,66» 
2.069 
9,941 


790,468 
761,768 
706,472 
616,168 

708.403 
731,137 


t 

140,420 
166,739 

119,688 
88,143 
112,128 
118,618 


1,462,637 
1,422,097 

1,248,910 
1,031,473 
1,198,772 
1,227,202 


Exports. 


United 

Ooloniee. 

United 

Other 

Total 

Statu. 

Oodotries. 

Exports. 

t 

t 

7W,522 

312,997 

306,082 

1,378,601 

56 

238,187 

396,279 

1,404,387 

531 

214,327 

214,662 

1,282,693 

245,864 

172,375 

1,278,617 

352,358 

334,642 

1,300,566 

~ 

596,286 

166,400 

1,387,598 
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The  values  of  mahogany  and  logwood  in 
taken  as  follows : — 

tlLe  above  table  an 

— 

1896. 

1897. 

1696. 

1899. 

1900. 

1091 

1  , 

Uahogany       ...  per  foot  1       .6^ 

& 

$ 

2l!l7 

*     1     S     '     * 

■K          H  i       -6* 

22.66      21.1U      19.13 

Three  large  firms  of  mabogany  and  logwood  merchanta  sus- 
pended operations  during  1901,  which  doubtless  accounts  for 
the  decreased  exports,  but  the  most  serious  aspect  of  the  case 
is  that  those  who  have  continued  in  the  business  complain  of 
losses  on  their  shipments,  and  declare  their  intoation  to  restrict 
their  operations.  If  they  devote  their  capital  to  other  industries 
the  Colony  will  soon  recover  its  prosperity,  but  up  to  the  end  of 
the  year  no  movement  in  this  direction  appears  to  have  taken 
place. 

The  exports  of  mahogai^  which  in  1895  and  1896  were  only 
2,868,346  and  2,769,676  feet,  respectively  increased  at  a  bound 
in  1897  to  6,777,382  feet,  and  in  1898  to  7,630  252  feet,  de- 
creasing in  1899  to  6,499,168  feet,  only  to  rise  again  in  1900 
to  7,994,378  feet.  In  the  meaiLtime  the  mahogany  trade  was 
being  pushed  in  West  Africa,  and  it  would  appear  that  the 
supply  has  in  consequence  exceeded  the  demand.  The  Customs 
Betums  do  not  disclose  any  adequate  reason  in  the  fluctuation 
of  prices  for  the  great  increase  of  exports  in  1897  to  1900,  as 
the  price  per  foot  is  shown  as  highest  in  1896  and  1898,  and 
that  for  1901  is  somewhat  higher  than  for  1900  although  there 
are  wide  complaints  that  the  trade  has  become  unremunerative. 
I  am  afraid  that  the  deductions  to  be  drawn  from  this  circum- 
stance are  that  the  value  of  the  wood  cannot  always  be  accu- 
rately ascertained  by  the  Customs  officers,  and  that  the  large  quan- 
tity of  wood  cut  in  recent  years  has  exhausted  the  supply  in  easily 
accessible  areas,  and  the  cost  of  haulage  of  what  is  now  available 
is  excessive ;  the  cost  of  production  is  therefore  higher  than 
formerly.  It  is  probable  moreover  that  the  losses  on  measure- 
ment in  England  have  a  material  bearing  on  the  profits  of  the 
trade.  I  have  been  afforded  a  perusal  of  a  recent  sale  catalogue 
of  mahogany,  from  which  I  gather  the  following  particulars :  — 
The  "  extreme  contents  "  of  the  shipment  amount«d  1»  321,314 
superficial  feet,  whereas  the  "sale  contents"  aie  returned  as 
157,429  feet,  a  loss  of  63,885  feet  or  28-86  per  cent  of  the  ship- 
ment. A  careful  enquiry  into  the  cause  of  this  and  similu? 
discrepancies  might  result  in  a  means  being  discovered  of 
minimizing  these  losses,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  exporter. 

The  output  of  logwood  has  declined  from  30,539  tons,  valued 
at  *803,636,  in  1896  to  19,682  tons,  valued  at  $376,569,  in  1901, 
the  price  having  declined  from  |23.27  to  $19.13  per  ton,  and 
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tlie  cost  of  freight  increased  from  2St.  9d.  in  1899  to  33«.  9d. 
in  1901. 

The  exports  of  cedar  are  increasing  and  were  valued  at  ot» 
f20,000  more  in  1901  than  in  1896. 

fiBoanas  declined  eteadily  from  414,398  Ininclies,  -valued  at 
194,868,  in  1896  to  272,898  bunches,  valued  at  $76,444,  in  1899, 
but  showed  considerable  recovery  in  1900  which  continued  and 
was  greatly  increased  in  1901,  the  export  being  538,751  bnnchee, 
valued  at  |152,514. 

Gocoanuts  which  had  been  gradually  increasing  with  some 
fluctuation  since  1896  rose  to  3,265,357  in  quantity  and  f41,114 
in  value  in  1901,  as  against  1,707,041  in  quantity  and  |16,770  in 
value  in  1896. 

Plantains  have  fluctuated  from  year  to  year,  but  the  exports 
wtore  over  f  6,000  more  in  vdue  in  1901  than  in  1896. 

A  general  review  of  the  export  trade  seems  to  show  that  for 
some  reason  not  very  clearly  indicated  but  doubtless  owing  to  an 
increased  demand  for  mahogany  and  better  prices,  almost  all 
oth^  industries  began  to  be  neglected  in  1897  and  the  energies 
of  the  population  were  devoted  to  increasing  the  output  of 
mahogany,  and  that  this  trade  proved  remunerative  for  three 
or  four  years  hut  is  now  undergoing  the  inevitable  period  of 
depression  following  inflation.  Some  encouragement  may  be 
felt  from  the  circumstance  that  the  banuia  industry  shows  some 
sign  of  resuming  its  importance  and  that  cocoanuts  indicate  a 
steady  and  satisfactory  increase. 

The  decrease  in  exports  to  other  countries,  |178,242,  is  due 
to  a  diminution  in  the  amount  of  logwood  shipped  to  France, 
Holland  and  Germany  of  $154,107  in  value,  and  to  the  fact  that 
Belize  has  lost  a  great  deal  of  its  trade  with  Guatemala  and 
Spanish  Honduras. 

(B.)  Mines,  Mamufactubbs,  ahd  Fishkbieb. 

There  are  no  mines  being  worted. 

The  returns  show  two  steam  sugar  mills  with  stills  at  Orange 
Walk,  and  four  steam  sugar  mills  and  one  still,  also  10  cattle 
mills,  at  Toledo ;  at  the  Cayo,  13  cattle  sugar  mills,  two  stills  and 
one  cofiee  mill.  No  sugu*  is  exported,  but  1,701^  gallons  of 
rum  were  shipped  to  Honduras. 

There  is  a  sponge  fisheiy  and  the  export  during  the  year 
amounted  to  10,786  Ibe.,  valued  at  |2,553.  A  few  turtle  and 
fish  are  caught  by  native  fishermen  to  supply  the  local  markets. 

(C.J  AqBICDLTURAL   iNDDBTBISa   AND    BoTANlCAL 

Stations. 

There  is  a  small  Botanic  Station  in  a  comer  of  the  grounds 

of  Government  House,  but  the  soil  is  sea  sand  and  at  high  tide 

a  portion  of  it  is  under  water,  while  no  part  is  higher  than  about 
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six  or  eight  inches  above  sea  level,  and  it  is  almost  impoBsibla 
to  attempt  much  besides  nursery  work,  the  growth  ot  plants 
in  pota,  and  of  a  few  hardy  trees  and  shrubs  in  the  sand.  The 
servicsa  of  the  superintendent  were  ntilised  to  a  limited  extent 
daring  the  year  in  visiting  ont-districtB  and  giving  advice  to 

Slanters  who  asked  for  hiB  assistance.     The  nnmber  4^  i^ante 
istribnted  from  this  station  was  as  follows : — 


Cacao 

...     1,660 

CoSee             

...       860 

Nuianega        

...       669 

Rubber           

...       400 

Logwood        

...     2,400 

Various,  Fruits,  &c.  ... 

...       278 

„      Ornamental     ... 

...     m 

Eice  seeds  8  packets 

The  principal  drawbacks  to  agricultural  development  are  want 
of  knowledge  of  proper  methods  on  the  part  of  the  land-owners 
and  lack  of  skilled  pnedial  labour.  The  adoption  of  labour- 
saving  implements  and  a  good  system  of  drainage  would  make 
a  marked  difference  in  profits.  The  failure  of  mahogany  within 
the  past  two  years  and  of  logwood  for  some  yeare  past  to  yield 
such  remunerative  prices  as  formerly  should  induce  owners  of 
property  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  utilisation  of  such  natural 
products  of  the  forests  as  vanilla,  cohune  nuts,  and  the  resin  of 
the  pine  trees,  and  to  learn  and  apply  the  science  of  agriculture. 
It  is  rather  a  drawback  that  land  is  so  plentiful  and  cheap  that 
all  who  invest  money  in  it  seem,  to  purchase  more  than  tbey  can 
profitably^  manage,  but  this  condition  has  been  induced  by  the 
fact  that  dependence  having  been  almost  solely  placed  on  forest 
growths  it  has  been  customary  to  acquire  as  large  an  area  as 
possible.  The  area  of  the  Colony  is  7,662  square  miles^  and  only 
4,394  of  the  population  are  engaged  in  agriculture.  The  transi- 
tion to  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the  growth  of  plants  finds  the 
inhabitants  anprepared  for  the  altered  condititms  and  unable 
at  once  to  realiiw  that  the  concentration  of  their  energies  on  a 
small  but  property  organised  and  efficiently  conducted  plantation 
will  pay  better  than  the  possession  of  large  tracts  of  land  - 
imperfectly  attended  to  or  given  up  to  impenetrable  jungle.  It 
may  be  hoped  that  the  depression  which  has  overtaken  the  Colony 
and  which  is  only  due  to  the  fluctuation  in  price  of  dye-woods 
and  mahogany  may  be  the  means  of  widening  the  base  of  the 
Colimy's  prosperity  by  oompelling  the  inhabitants  to  resort  to 
other  aotirces  ior  increasing  their  wealth. 
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(D.)  Lakd  Gbaktb  and  Valub  op  Lahd. 
Dnring  1901  tea  lots  of  land  were  sold,  amonntmg  in  the 
ablegate  to  606  acres.     The  price  ranged  irom  91.11^  to  $1.26 
per  acre.    Fire  building  lots  in  town^  realised  9144.26.     . 

Leaiei. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  onder  lease  18,793  acres 
in  473  roral  sectionB,  an  increase  of  367  acres  otsf  1900.    llieB^ 
are  distributed  as  follows :  — 


District. 


Beliu 

Orange  WaJk 
C«yo 

St&nn  Creak 
Toledo 

Total 


SeotioiiB. 


472 


4,421 
1,437 
162 
1,631 
2,860 
8,402 


18,793 


The  rents  realised  weare  about  15  cents,  per  acre.  In  addition 
there  are  a  good  many  building  lots  in  the  towns  of  Staiui 
Creek,  MuUins  River,  and  Punta  Gorda,  the  rents  of  which  an 
given  up  to  the  District  Boards  for  local  purposes. 

The  total  revenue  from  Grown  lands,  including  sales  (992S.73), 
-amounted  to  f7,720.77,  While  the  expenditure  of  the  Surveyor- 
General's  Department  amounted  to  $6,391.40.  The  total  amount 
of  land  alienated,  principally  1^  free  grants  but  in  recent  years 
,  by  sale,  is  about  2,778,440  acres,  while  the  Crown  lands  amount 
to  1,957,959  acres. 

(B.)  ShipfinO. 

Hie  following  tables  give  the  number  of  sailing  ships  and 
steamers  entered  and  cleared  during  the  past  five  yean  and  the 
number  and  tonnage  of  British,  American,  and  Norwegian 
vessels  entered  and  cleared  respectively :  — 

Entered. 


Tear. 

Sailing  ToMels. 

Siesmen. 

No. 

Tom. 

No. 

Tons. 

1897           

1898           

1899 

IfcKi           

1901           

428 
409 
968 
338 
404 

36,671 
82,087 
25,080 
24,371 
27,076 

213 
209 
216 
21* 
291 

168,218- 

161,296 

166,104 

146,646 

179,846 
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Cleared. 


Y«r. 

SnllDi  T<>el>. 

Stounan. 

No. 

Tom 

Ho. 

Toi«i. 

1697          

189S          

1899          

1900          

1901          

421 
401 
374 
320 
409 

33,268 
30,214 
27,718 
22,919 
26,988 

218 
203 
214 
214 
296 

168,081 
160,338 
165,868 
146,261 
160,887 

Sailing  Vessels— Entered, 


British. 

Nonvogun. 

T«r. 

No. 

Tone. 

No. 

Tona. 

No. 

Toiu. 

1887         

197 

10,886 

28 

1,119 

40 

16,141 

1898         

179 

10,309 

28 

1899         

176 

10,398 

27 

671 

27 

10.259 

1900         

124 

8.617 

fil 

990 

26 

10,384 

1901         

178 

6,779 

66 

1,606 

33 

13,169 

SaiUnff  Vessels — Cleared. 


Brituh. 

NorwegiML 

Tatt. 

No. 

Tom. 

No. 

Tom. 

No. 

Tom. 

1897         

198        12.201 

28 

1,163 

42 

15.668 

1898         

184 

10,186 

1899         

177 

10,376 

29 

677 

31 

11,796 

1900         

129 

8,774 

44 

841 

24 

9,479 

1901         

179 

7,387 

69 

1,099 

80 

11,934 

Uteamern- 

-Entered. 

Teu?. 

Brituo. 

American. 

NorwegiBii. 

No. 

Tom. 

No. 

Tom. 

No. 

Tom. 

1897         

1898         

1899         

1900         

1901         

62 
80 
61 
36 
55 

68.966 
84,416 
69.222 
61,666 
74,826 

103 
54 
106 
104 
128 

66,462 
34,6ai 
66,804 
56.627 
61,418 

65 
70 
57 
69 
107 

23,613 
31,365 
27,429 
33,905 
48,696 
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Uteamen —  Chared, 


Brituli. 

AjnericML 

Nonregun. 

Tew. 

No. 

Toot. 

No. 

Toiu. 

No. 

Tom. 

1897         

61 

68,030 

104 

66,266 

66 

23,615 

1898         

79 

83,533 

64 

34,663 

70 

31,392 

1899         

50 

66,623 

106 

66.756 

57 

27.480 

1900         

36 

51,423 

103 

56,586 

69 

1901          

6S 

73,666 

134 

63,374 

107 

43,843 

III.— LEGISLATION. 

Twenty  Ordinances  were  pRssed  during  the  year. 
Cdstoms. 

Two  relate  to  Customs  (Import)  Duties,  one  to  Export  Dutiee, 
and  one  to  other  CuBtome  matters.  Ordinances  Nos.  1  and  13 
consolidated  the  Ordinances  relating  to  Customs  (Import)  DatieB 
and  fixed  the  ad  valorem  rate  at  10  per  cent.  OrdLnance  No.  3 
made  some  alteration  in  the  procedure  for  valuing  goods  im- 
ported, empowered  the  Ctovemor  to  authorise  any  warehoased 
goods  bond  fide  intended  for  the  service  of  any  friendly  foreign 
govemmeat^  to  be  exported  without  requiring  any  securi^  <w 
bond,  and  gave  the  Collector  of  Customs  power  in  special  caeeis, 
when  satisfied  that  the  Bevenue  will  run  no  risk,  to  authorise 
any  warehoused  goods  to  be  exported  to  any  place  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  Colony  without  security  or  bond.  Section  4  of  the 
Ordinance  also  modiEed  the  penalty  for  importing  prohibited 
goods. 

Ordinance  No.  20  enabled  the  Governor  in  Council  to  vary  the 
export  duties  on  mahogany  and  logwood,  the  rates  not  to 
exceed — 

Mah<^any  per  1,000  superficial  feet       ...     $1.60 
Logwood  per  ton      50 

The  r^tes  now  collected  are  one  half  of  the  above. 

Light  Dubs. 

Ordinance  No.  16  enabled  the  Governor  to  exempt  from  Light 
Dues  the  transports  or  store  ships  of  any  friendly  foreign  govern- 
ment. 

Bankbuptct. 

Two  Ordinances,  Nos.  14  and  17,  establish  a  Bankruptcy 
system  in  the  Colony  for  the  first  time.      These  Ordinance^ 


V  Google 


16  COLONIAL   BBP0BT8 — ANKUAL. 

Thicli  reprMent  the  most  importanl  enaotment  of  Uta  year,  will, 
it  is  hoped,  add  to  the  security  of  trade  and  conuneroe  in  the 
Colony. 

Qdabantine. 

Ordinance  TSo.  4  amended  the.  Qnarantine  Ordinance,  1894, 
and  prescribed  detention  of  five  days  in  the  case  of  cholera  or 
yellow  fever,  and  14  days  in  &6  esse  of  raaall-poz  or  bubonic 
pla^e. 

Affibhations. 

Ordinance  Xo.  6  provided  for  the  making  of  affirmatlona 
instead  of  oaths  in  certain  cases. 

Intestate  Estates  of  citizens  of  United  States 
OF  Ahebica. 

Ordinance  TSo.  12  enables  the  Consul  of  the  TJnited  States  of 
America  to  administer  these  estates  in  cerlaia  cases. 

Appbophiation  op  Public  Funds. 

Six  Appropriation  Ordinances  were  passed  (the  number  being, 
lai^r  than  nsoal  in  consequence  of  the  alteration  of  the  financial 
year)  for  the  legal  appropriation  of  the  General  Revenues  and 
the  funds  of  the  District  Boards  during  1901. 

Sundbt. 

The  remaining  four  Ordinances  relate  to  the  appointment  of 
the  Chief  Justice,  the  service  of  process  issued  out  of  District 
Courts,  Fensions  of  Public  Officers,  and  the  Fire  Bate  of  the 
town  of  Belize. 


IV.— EDUCATION. 


The  grant-in-aid  of  education  was  increased  during  the  year 
1^  fl,000  in  order  to  provide  for  the  opening  of  schools  in 
certain  places  where  no  schools  existed  and  where  the  children 
had  no  means  of  being  educated.  No  system  of  industrial  educa- 
tion hae  yet  been  commenced,  and  there  are  very  great  diffi- 
culties to  be  overcome  before  such  a  system  could  be  efficiently 
applied,  yet  I  think  there  can  be  no  part  of  ti^e  world  in  which 
it  is  more  essential.  Boys  are  brought  up  in  almost  absolute 
idleness  until  they  develop  into  adults  strong  enough  to  go  into 
the  forests  and  wield  an  axe,  while  girls  have  nothing  more  to  do 
than  sewing  and  perhaps  general  houaehold  work.  Women  do 
not  hire  for  agricultural  labour,  and  there  are  no  factories  in 
which  their  services  could  be  utilised,  so  they  perform  very  little 
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work  outside  of  their  home  cirdeB.  Tlie  principal  ecliools  are 
sitoated  in  ih,e  towns  on  ibe  coast  line,  -wliicli  is  generally  bo 
flat  titat  tlie  land  is  usuaJly  too  wet  for  agricultural  purpoees,  and 
ai^  other  form  of  industrial  training  would  be  more  costly  thaa 
the  Colony  could  afEord,  while  under  present  conditions  theiQ 
is  very  littie  scope  for  the  employment  id  tradesmen:  Moreover, 
■no  form  of  industrial  training  ctui  be  undertaken  until  the 
services  of  competent  teachers  can  be  secured,  and  ia  the  absence 
of  any  Training  Collie  these  would  have  to  be  imported.  The 
difficulty  will  no  doubt  have  to  be  faced';  but  in  the  al»enoe 
of  any  school  tax  or  source  of  revenue  tor  education  purposes, 
except  such  sums  as  can,  with  difficulty  be  spared  out  of  Graierali 
Itevenues,  and  which  can  only  be  granted  by  curtailing  neces- 
sary and  urgent  public  works,  such  as  the  improvement  of  the 
internal  land  and  water  communications  of  the  Colony,  any 
increased  expenditure  for  the  purposes  of  education  can  not  be 
regarded  with  equanimity. 
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Government  Chants  and  School  Feet  at  received  iy  each 
Denomination  m  1901. 


Schools. 

Total 
Unnta. 

Total 
SohoolFoM. 

Onnt 

toSdioca  Feu. 

Ohnroh  of  Bnglmnd 

BonumCft^^ 

WedeTMi 

B.ptwr 

S 

3,103.20 

4,663.12 

3,142.83 

920.17 

210.76 

% 

634.62 
668.86 
660.42 

mm 

88.92 

4.89 
6.94 
4.83 
&21 
2.37 

Total. 

]2,0Sa08 

2,165.90 

S.56 

Numbers  of,  and  Attendajtce  by.   Children  according  to 
Denominatioju  in  1901. 


Schools. 

Nnmber 
of  Children 
on  Boll. 

Arerage 
Attonduioe. 

Total 
3ohoolFew. 

Eooeiptof 
BohooTFm 
peranitof 

AUond^cn. 

Obnroh  of  England 

Wadejfan 

Baptist       

Noa-denominAtional 

847 
1,343 
913 
247 
73 

627 
998 
596' 
166 
42 

634.62 
669.86 
650.42 
112.08 
88.92 

< 
1.20 

.67 
1.09 

.67      * 
2.11 

TotaU    ... 

3,423 

2,328 

2,165.90 

.93 

The  f otegoing  tables  have  reference  to  ihoBe  bcLooIb  odIj  which 
receive  Govenunent  aid;   they  axe  all  primary. 

There  are  a  few  unaided  primary  schools.  These  depend  for 
support  on  the  school  fees  collected  and  other  suias  received  by 
way  of  voluntary  contributjonB ;  usually,  however,  the  scKool 
fees  are  the  only  receipts.  As  information  touching  these 
receipts  has  been  given  by  but  one  school,  it  is  not  possible  to 
state  here  the  total  amount  collected.  Their  tatal  number  on 
the  rolls  is  about  200  pupils  with  an  average  attendance  of  160. 

Seoondaiy  education  is  almost  exclusively  under  the  manage 
ment  of  the  churches.  The  schools  receive  no  aid  from  Govern- 
ment, not  are  they  privately  endowed.  They  depend  for  thsii 
support  on  tiie  school  fees  collected,  and,  if  uiese  prove  iiuuffi^ 
dent,  the  balance  is  made  up  from  private  enbscripiionB,  whidi 
are  usually  obtained  from  persons  outside  of  the  Colony  (tie 
United  States  and  Great  Britain).  In  some  instances  the 
124T4  B  s 
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managen  of  tiiese  Bchools  are  not  Tilling  to  give  all  tJie  informs- 
Hoa.  aaked  for  for  the  piupoae  of  the  Bine  Book.  The  amoaiii 
ef  school  fees  collected  appears  from  the  iofonnaldon.  giveiL.  ta 
have  been  about  |6,000.00. ,  The  number  of  pupih  on  tiie  rolls 
is  about  300,  with  an  average  attendanoe  oi  260. 


v.— GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 
Hospitals,  Astluhs,  and  Foob-houbb. 
The  new  wing  of  tiie  Belize  Hoeinta],  capable  of  accommo- 
dating 24  beds,  w&ft  opened  for  use. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  pationte  under  treat- 
ment and  care  in  the  various  inatitntiona  daring  1901 :  — 


Ti-g 

1 

1 

1 

■S'S 

(2  * 

It- 

Brfize  Hospital        ... 

58 

560 

479 

fiS 

66 

»u 

Cocoatl  HoapiUI      ... 
Onnge  W^HospiUl 

2 

100 

79 

tf. 

8 

6-77 

3 

10* 

92 

4 

U 

«-59 

BdiM:— 

Lonatio  Aajlam  ... 

89 

9 

0 

4 

44 

MHH 

Poor-houBe 

17 

9 

0 

6 

20 

21-78 

Savings  Banks. 

There  are  six  savings  banks  ccmducted  by  the  Oovemmekt, 
one  in  the  chief  town  of  each  district ;  but  there  were  no  transac- 
tioQB  at  ^e  Cayo  during  1901  and  no  money  at  deposit.  The 
savings  bank  at  Belize  was  established  in  1846,  and  had,  at  the 
end  erf  the  year  1901,  373  depositors. 

The  total  amount  at  the  credit  of  all  depositors  in  the  savings 
banks  of  the  Colony  at  31st  December,  1901,  was  $46,470.35,  as 
against  $38,925.84,  in  1900. 

The  rate  of  interest  allowed  is  3  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  amount  of  invested  funds  is  $42,424.62. 

Fbibndlt  Sooibties. 

It  may  here  be  mentioned  tiiat  there  are  eight  duly  registered 

friendly    Societies  in  Belize,   with   whcnn   359   members   are 

recorded  as  having  invested  $11,062.24,  in  addition  to  amounts 

held  on  current  account  to  meet  expenses  and  withdrawals. 
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VI.— JUDICIAL. 


(A.)  Police. 

The  process  of  absorbingr  the  British  Honduras  C(«iBtabiilary 
Force  into  the  Police  force  was  nearly  completed  hy  the  31at 
December.  The  Cajo  diBtrict  was  taken,  over  in  Febmary  and 
the  Orange  Walk  district  in  July,  wlttile  the  strength  of  the 
Police  force  was  increased  from  76  to  96.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  only  the  Corosal  dislxicl  remained  to  be  taken  over,  but  all 
necesBary  arrangements  had  been  made  for  this  to  be  done  and 
tho  strength  of  the  Police  force  for  the  whole  Colony  authorised 
as  one  superintendent,  two  aeaistants,  and  113  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men. 

The  discipline  of  the  Force  was  good. 

(B.)  Pbisonb. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  prisoners  com- 
mitted to  all  the  prisons  of  the  Colony  for  peni^  imprisonuLent, 
and  the  daily  average  number  of  prisoners  in  the  Belize  prison, 
from  1897  to  1901:  — 


Frisoners  com- 
mitted for  Penal 
Imprisonment. 


Daily  avenge 
inBelixn 
Prison. 


65-64 
53-67 
&V3i 
46-31 


(C.)  Cbiminal  Statistics. 

The  number  of  ofiences  reported  to  the  police  or  magistrates 
during  the  year  1901  was  1,441,  against  1,742  in  1900  and  1,614 
in  1899 ;  whilst  the  number  of  persons  summarily  convicted  was, 
in  1901,  947;  in  1900,  1,209;  in  1899,  1,136;  and  in  1898, 
1,266. 

Sixty-two  peraons  were  committed  for  trial  in  the  Superior 
Courts.  Of  the  62  cases  passed  on  to  the  Supreme  Court,  six 
fell  through  for  want  of  prosecution;  prisoners  were  found  to  be 
insane  in  two ;  judgment  for  the  Crown  was  given  in  37 ;  and 
judgment  for  the  prisoner  in  17. 

There  were  tiiree  convictions  for  murder,  one  for  man- 
slaughter, three  for  attempt  at  murder,  oa»  for  rape,  16  for  other 
offences  i^ainst  the  person,  10  for  ofEences  against  property,  and 
three  for  miscellaneous  offences.  The  capital  sentence  was 
executed  in  tWo  cases. 

13474  B  4 
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VII.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 
(A.)  Population. 
The  CenBtiB  was  takeo  oa  the  Slat  March,  1901,  aiid  the  popa- 
latioa  returned  as  19,140  males  and  18,339  females,  maJung  > 
total  of  37,479,  an  increase  of  6,008  or  19  per  cent,  during  the 
decade,  as  against  an  increase  of  14*64  dining  the  previous  ten 
years. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  was  39'54S  against  a  death-rate  of 
28-393  per  mille. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births — 642  out  of  a  total  of 
1,489,  Bihowe  no  improvement  on  last  year's  record.  There  seems 
to  be  a  tendency  towards  the  increase  of  illegitimacy,  the  rates 
per  cent,  for  the  five  years  being  a^  foUowB ;  — 

1897        36-31 

...    37-51 


1900 
1901 


42-08 
43-12 


312  marri^es  took  place  during  the  year,  being  27  less  than 
in  1900. 

The  following  teble  gives  the  numbers  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  and  the  rate  per  1,000  of  births  and  deaths  for  the 
last  ten  years :  — 


Year. 

Births. 

Birth  nte 
per  1,000. 

Muriagea. 

:>^ 

DMthtate 
per  1,000. 

1892      ... 

1,219 

38-73 

372 

1,282 

4073 

1893      ... 

l,-274 

40-48 

404 

1,374 

43-66 

1894      ... 

1,162 

56-32 

380 

1208 

36-72 

1896      ... 

1,365 

4(«26 

348 

1,029 

31-122 

1896      ... 

1436 

43-026 

288 

977 

28-893 

1897      ... 

1,410 

40-522 

509 

1,013 

2»-524 

1893      ... 

1,469 

42-208 

281 

i;i46 

32-906 

1899      ... 

1,626 

43-320 

273 

1,191 

33-810 

1900      ... 

1,478 

89-948 

839 

890 

24-066 

1901      ... 

1,489 

39-548 

312 

1,069 

28-393 

(B.)  PoBLio  Health. 

The   classification  of  the   causes  of  deatlk  adopted   by  the 
Colonial  Siirgeon  is  as  follows :  — 

Per  thonsand. 
Malarial  fevers 9*428 


DysenteiT          

1-693 

Pithui. 

0-903 

Nervoiu  dtBeaees 

2-841 

Cireulatoiy        

...     0-982 

Beapiratoiy        

1-726 

Intestinal          

...     1-966 

Total  deatJi-rate  of  the  Colony  . 
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9*84  per  cent. 


It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  tlist  aniy  i 
were  certified  by  medical  practitimers. 

There  is  apparentiy  a  marked  difference -in  the  aalnbrity  o£ 
Stann  Creek,  Orange  Walk,  and  Belize  aa  compared  with  the 
other  district  a,  judging  by  the  following  figures :  — 

Staim Creek,  mortalily  per  1,000      ...    20-653 

Orange  Walk         „  ...     !J3-967 

Belize  „  ...    24-933 

Toledo  „  ...     35-308 

Corwal  „  ...     37-321 

Cayo  „  ...     37-383 

It  is,  however,  quite  probable  that  the  very  high  mortality  in 

Toledo,  Corosal,  and  Cayo  is  to  some  extent  attributable  to  the 

relatively  large   Indian   population  inhabiting   theae   districtB 

rather  than  to  unhealthiness  of  climate,  the  Indians  being  a 

short-liTed  race  and  the  deaths  among  them  having  exceeded 

the  births  by  38  during  the  year. 

The   diseases   which  caused   the   largest  number  of   deftths 


— 

c-m^ 

Unoertified. 

Total. 

Fever          

M 

826 

3M 

Dysentery 

28 

34 

60 

29 

TeUmtiB     

17 

1 

18 

PhUtiau      

GoDsamption         

}          » 

{         2? 

} 

32 

There  were  12  cases  of  deaths  from  drowning,  two  from  snake- 
bite, a2kd  five  from  gunshot  wouods.  There  has  been  no  yellow 
fever  or  small  pox  in  the  Colony  since  1892.  Only  463  vacciaa- 
tions  took  place  during  the  year,  a  very  small  proportion  of  the 
children  bom — 1,489. 

There  can,  I  think,  be  no  doubt  that  the  habits  of  the  people 
are  not  conducive  to  longevi^.  A  portion  of  the  population  is 
herded  into  towns  or  villages  on  the  sea  coast,  restricted 
in  area  on  account  of  the  surrounding  swampe,  while  for  the 
greater  pairt  of  the  year  the  labouring  population  are  out  in  the 
woods  cut  off  from  medical  aid  in  case  of  illness  or  accident. 
If  the  people  conld  be  perauaded  to  settle  on  homesteads  withia 
a  reasonable  distance  from  the  towns  and  use  their  leisure  time 
and  employ  their  children  in  growing  foodstuffs  and  rearing 
stock  and  poultry,  their  health,  comfort  and  material  welfare 
would  be  greatly  improved. 

(C.)  Clihatb. 

The  statistics  of  temperature  and  rainfall  are  only  available 

for  Belize,  which,  being  situated  on  the  se«  coast  at  the  edge  of  a 
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plain  of  Tsiy  large  extent  i»  probably  hxnttec  and  driw  than 
many  other  parts  of  the  Colon;,  though  the  large  swampa  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  town  must  add  considerably  to  the  humidity. 
The  highest  shade  temperature  in  1901  of  98'2  F.  was  recorded 
in  March,  aud  it  was  not  until  August  that  the  maximum 
decreased  to  89'9 ;  but  it  rose  again  in  September  to  91'3,  and 
was  90'2  in  October.  The  lowest  maximum  was  85  in  Dooem- 
ber  and  the  minimum  for  the  year  of  60  occurred  in  the  same 
month.  The  strong  sea  breezes  which  blow  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  temper  the  heal,  and  by  living  in  a  draught 
night  and  day  the  inhabitants  do  not  suffer  so  much  as  might  be 
assumed  from  the  readings  of  the  thermometer.  When  the 
wind  ceases,  however,  the  heat  becomes  oppressive. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  83'6  inches,  the  greatest  fall 
in  one  month  being  17'90  in  September.  The  four  months  from 
February  to  May  inclusive  averaged  0'87  inch,  that  for  May 
being  only  0'59  and  the  average  for  the  remaining  eight  montlu 
being  just  over  10  inches.  It  rained  on  116  days.  The  rainfall 
was  less  than  that  of  the  preceding  year  by  30^  inches,  but  was 
not  exceptional,  as  will  be  observed  from  ^e  appended  table :  — 


Tew. 

Rainikll  in  Incbes. 

No.  of  D«y». 

1896 

73-98 

100 

1897 

87-72 

106 

1898 

102-04 

166 

1899 

80-47 

162 

1900 

114-12 

160 

1901 

83-6 

116 

MlBOELLANBOUS   NdHBRIOAL   KsTDBNa. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  disclosed  by  these  returns  is  that 
only  bi  per  cent,  of  the  inhabitants  pay  any  direct  taxes,  and  that 
in  many  caees  freeholders  pay  no  taxes.  This  would  appear  to 
be  due  to  the  exemption  of  property  under  |35  in  annual  value 
by  chapter  97  of  the  Consolidated  Laws.  A  proprietary  clasa 
owing  no  obligation  to  the  State,  which  has  to  provide  roads, 
police  protection,  and  medical  relief  seems  an  anomaly.  The 
position  is  even  more  accentuated  in  the  towns  where  tie  rates 
collected  from  the  other  inhabitants  have  to  be  disbursed  in 
scavenging,  in  addition  to  other  services,  for  this  class. 
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VIII.— POSTAL   SEEVICE. 

The  total  reremie  oi  the  Post  Office  for  1901  'was  |9,875.d0. 
The  total   expenditure    of   f24,074.34    vu    distributed    as 
foUoTB :  — 


Extra  Colonial  :— 

SnUidy          

Tnuuit  dnea 

409.10 

t 
14,909.06 

9,166.28 

INTKA  OOLOMIAL  :— 

Sdsries  uid  wagea    

Northern  aabsidy      

Bonthani  labu^      

TuioosMmoM        

2,769.97 

6,400.00 

448.00 

647.31 

Total      

2i074.34 

The  number  of  letters  and  other  articles  sent  to  and  received 
from  alnoad  from  1897  to  1901  va»  as  follows :  — 


— 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901.. 

Oidiiurvlettm        ... 
-BtBMtnedletton     ... 
Po8t.auda     

182,672 
4766 
2730 
94,121 
1,226 

118,662 
4,670 
?943 
93,674 
1,343 

2^907 
86,486 
1,672 

141,860 
8268 
4271 
97,989 
2,063 

138,369 
8,982 
4,691 
91,748 
2,064 

The  number  of  inland  correspmidence  for  the  same  period  is 
giyen  in  the  following  table :  — 


— 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Letten          

63,313 

487 

5,656 

66,860 
1,090 
7,869 

66,619 

752 

6,956 

68,679 
1,279 
8,113 

61,842 
1281 
9,702 

The  tranaactionB  in  connection  with  the  mone;-order  system 
irom  1897  to  1901  were  as  foUows:  — 

Money  Orders  Utued  on  the  United  Kingdom^  ^c. 


Z  ».  d. 
1,043  16  4 
1,336  17  10 
1,228  2  10 
1,489  2  3 
1,198  II  10 
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Money  OrtUrs  Utued  on  the  UnUed  State$  of  America, 


Tear. 

Amoont. 

1899      

1900      

1901      

2,289.18 
3,461.68 
3,066^ 

Money  Orderi  drawn  on 

the  Colony. 

Tew. 

Amoaat. 

1897      

1898      

1899      

1900      

1901      

£    ».    d. 
331     1    0 
246  10    0 
182  12    5 
282    6    2 
216  10    2 

Money  Orders  draum  on  the  Colony  by  U.S.A. 

YtM. 

Amount. 

1899      

1900      

1901      

807.97 
882.14 
831.06 

_ 

IX.-^MILITARY  FORCES  AND  EXPENDITtTRB. 

VOLUNTEBBS. 

This  force  continued  to  pn^rreas  Javourably  throu^Iiout  liid 
year.  The  strength  on  Slst  December,  1901,  wae  eight  officers 
-  and  183  non-commissioned  ofiScers  and  men. 

The  force  received  a  welcome  present  from  the  Belize  Estate 
and  Produce  Company  in  the  shape  of  a  Maxim  gun. 
The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  was  {2,840.45. 
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X.— GENERAL   OBSEEVATIONS. 
(A.)  Impobtaht  Etbktb. 

Th»  most  importaoii  events  of  1901  would  appear  to  liave 
Iteea:  — 

The  lightening  of  taxation  by  the  reversion  from  12 j  per  ceut. 
to  10  per  cent,  of  the  ad  valorem  duties  on  imports,  and  the 
decrease  by  50  per  cent,  of  the  export  duties. 

The  change  of  the  financial  year,  which  formerly  rui  con- 
currently with  the  calendar  year  but  now  runs  from  1st  April  to 
3l8t  March. 

The  appointment  of  a  Land  Tax  Commission  having  for  its 
object  the  remodelling  of  the  Land  Tax  "  so  ae  to  do  away  with 
.  or  avoid  any  inequalities  of  its  incidence,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  «ecure  to  the  General  Revenue  of  this  Colony  an  annual  sum  of 
not  less  than  twen^-five  thousand  dollars."  A  tax  of  nine- 
tenfhs  of  a  cent,  per  acre  on  the  3,778,440  acres  of  land 
alienated  Would  be  necessary  to  yield  this  sum.  The  report  was 
not  received  until  after  tie  close  of  ■&»  year. 

The  death  of  Queen  Victoria  was  as  much  felt  here  as  in 
Her  Majes^s  other  Colonial  possessions.  It  is  probable  that 
no  ruler  has  ever  hitherto  succeeded  in  casting  so  strong  a  spell 
on  her  subjects  dwelling  thousands  of  miles  beyond  &e  seas. 
Copfidence  in  her  justice  and  beneficence  was  so  great  that  it 
■  bad  become  an  implicit  ajid  unreasoning  article  of  faith  that 
nothing  could  emanate  from  her  but  what  was  good,  wise  and 
kindly.  The  accessitm  of  King  Edward  was  celebrated  with 
becoming  ceremony  here,  and  His  Majesty  succeeded  to  a  throne 
'  held  in  reverence  and  profound  respect  and  love  by  all  classes 
of  his  colonial  subjects. 

Mr.  r.  J.  Newton,  C.if.G.,  relinquished  the  o£Qce  of  Colonial 
Secretary  here  on  1st  November  last  to  assume  a  similar  appoint- 
ment in  Barbados. 

(B.)  Public  Wobes. 

The  wing  to  the  Belize  Public  Hospital  conuneDced  in  1900 
was  completed  during  the  year.  The  survey  of  a  route  from 
Belize  vid  Orange  Walk  and  Corosal  for  the  erection  of  a  tele- 
graph line  to  connect  with  the  Mexican  system  in  Yucatan  was 
undertaken  and  carried  through  as  far  as  tJie  las^named  town. 

No  other  extraordinary  public  works  were  cmninenced. 

(U)    Future   Peobpbcts.    Opbnings    fob    Laboub    ahd 
Capital.    Cost  of  Labocb  amd  of  Living.    Social 
AND  Oesbbal  Conditions. 
Tlie  resources  of  this  Colony  are  so  oonsiderable  that  it  is 
marvelloiu  that  much  greater  development  has  not  takan  placo 
than  is  shown  by  the  returns.     At  least  four  rivers  could  be 
made  navigable  for  light  draught  steamers  for  considerable  dis- 
tances inlimd,  and  a  dozen  for  canoes  or  doreys.     The  Hondo, 
New  River,  and  Sarstoon  are  already  being  used  to  swue  extent 
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for  aaTigation  l^  moderately  laa^e  craft,  but  their  utility  mifflit 
be  increased.  Maiiogany,  logwood,  vanilla,  cacao,  rubber  (Oea- 
tilloa  Dlaatica),  sapodilla  (frtnn  which  "  cKcle"  or  chewing  gum 
is  prepared),  and  pimento  or  allspice  aire  indigenous,  and  pine 
trees  and  various  hardwoods  are  present  in  great  abundance. 
The  soil  in  many  large  areas  ie  peculiarly  suitable  for  the  growtJi 
of  the  sugar  cane,  and  factories  of  very  large  size  could  be  esta- 
blished if  capital  were  forthcoming.  Bananas,  oranges,  pine- 
apples, rice,  and  maize  are  only  a  few  of  the  products  which  grow 
luxuriantly.  The  bounteousness  of  nature  eeems  to  hare  made 
existence  eo  easy  in  the  past  that  the  inhabitants  have  not  been 
spurred  to  exertion  by  necessity,  and  have  lived  ahnost  solely  by 
cutting  mahogany  and  logwood,  found  in  the  forests,  which  are 
then  floated  down  the  rivers.  Attempta  have  been  made  within 
recent  yBars  to  cultivate  bananas,  but  cultivation  is  hampered  by 
want  of  agricultural  knonvledge  on  the  part  of  the  land  owners 
and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  labourers  accustomed  to  any  other 
kind  of  labour  tlian  that  of  wood-cutting.  The  cultivation  ol 
cacao  is  being  attempted,  but  has  not  yet  expanded  to  ai^ 
considerable  extent.  Before  agriculture  can  be  expected  to 
become  a  thriving  industry,  it  will  he  necessary  to  facilitate 
transport  by  improving  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  and  by 
making  good  cart  roads  or  tramways  leading  to  the  rivers  or  the 
sea  coast;  this  is  especially  necessary  in  the  case  of  banana 
cultivation,  the  fruit  being  perishable  and  needing  great  care 
in  handling.  Communication  by  telegraph  or  telephone  will 
also  be  necessary  if  a  tiuiving  business  is  to  be  carried  on.  I^o 
use  is  at  present  being  made  of  the  vanilla,  pimento,  or  lumber 
(other  than  mahogany,  cedar  and  logwood).  Vanilla  grows  so 
luxuriantly  that  frequently  when  riding  along  the  roadfl  through 
the  forests  the  rider  has  to  lop  off  the  overhanging  vines  with 
his  machete  in  order  to  secure  free  passage.  There  seems  good 
reason  to  believe  that  a  lucrative  industry  could  be  established  in 
the  production  of  the  bean,  if  attention  were  paid  to  the  matter. 
Another  natural  product  of  the  forest  at  present  almost  entire^ 
wasted  is  the  cohune  nut  which  yields  the  finest  oil  for  table 
and  other  piirposes  while  the  refuse  might  be  suitable  for  food 
for  stock.     Immense  quantities  at  present  go  to  waste. 

The  intelligent  expenditure  of  capital  in  this  vast  store-house 
of  natural  wealth  might  be  expected  to  yield  very  large  profits, 
but  it  seems  to  be  a  rule  that  in  countries  where  the  climate  is 
most  rigorous  and  the  conditions  of  life  hardest,  the  necessities 
of  the  situation  spur  human  beinga  to  the  greatest  exertion  and 
sharpen  their  wits  to  cope  with  their  environment,  while  the 
opposite  effect  is  pi-oduced  when  nature  is  bounteous.  This 
doubtleGB  accounts  in  a  great  measure  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
British  possessions  in  the  N^orih  and  the  relative  iHtckwardness 
of  those  towards  the  South  on  this  Continent, 

There  is  more  than  sufficient  labour  for  the  principal  indttstry 
of  the  Colony — ^wood-cutting — ^because  most  of  the  aocessiUe 
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maiic^aiiy  and  logwood  Ilba  already  been  cut  and  the  transitioa 
to  other  IndtiBtrieB  will  be  slow,  but  the  Colony  is  capable  o£ 
supporting  at  least  a  couple  of  million  inbabitaiits  instead  of 
only  37,479  who  now  occupy  a  fringe  of  the  coaat  line  and  the 
banks  of  the  principal  rivers.  With  an  area  equal  to  that  of  the 
Principality  of  Wiiles  and  much  virgin  soil  of  great  fertility 
there  is  no  good  reason  why  this  Colony  should  any  longer 
Temaia  in  its  present  backward  condition. 

The  Public  Debt  is  only  JE34,736,  incurred  solely  for  the 
improvement  of  Belize,  and  against  this  the  investments  of  the 
Sinking  Funds  amounted  to  £10,420  on  31st  December,  leaving; 
a  net  liability  of  £24,316 ;  the  annual  debt  charge  being  £2,286, 
of  which  £500  is  refunded  by  the  town  of  Belize  out  of  local 
funds.  There  was  a  surplus  of  $61,636  at  credit  of  Gteneral 
Eevenues  on  31at  March,  1901,  which  has  been  increased  since, 
and  at  the  date  of  this  report  amounts  4o  over  $76,000.  The 
average  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  five  years  ended  Slat 
December,  1900,  were  $286,318  and  $280,679  respectively,  but 
•  though  the  receipts  have  since  fallen  off  the  ordinary  expendi- 
ture has  also  been  decreased.  The  present  financial  position  of 
the  CK)vemment  is  fairly  strong,  but  as  a  setoff  trade  is  stagnant 
and  the  revenues  decreasing.  Appearances  seem  to  indicate 
that  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Government  need  not  exceed 
$245,000  per  annum  and  that  in  the  immediate  future  all  re- 
ceipts in  excess  of  this  amount  may  be  devoted  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  waterways  and  the  construction  of  tiBmways  or  road- 
ways in  the  Colony  and  their  maintenance  in  proper  condition. 
These  measures  woiUd  probably  have  the  efFect  of  stimulating 
trade  and  agriculture  and  possibly  of  affording  some  assistance 
to  the  wood-cutting  indus^y.  For  ma>ny  years  past  a  project 
for  building  a  railway  has  been  under  discussion,  but  I  greatly 
regret  that  after  carefully  studying  the  plans  and  estimates  and 
traversing  the  greater  part  of  the  projected  route  I  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  scheme  in  its  present  shape  is  imprac- 
ticable, as  being  beyond  the  resources  of  the  Colony  and  too 
costly  to  yield  a  return  on  the  outlay  unless  great  modifications 
are  found  to  be  possible  in  the  cost  of  construction,  or  unless 
other  sourees  of  revenue  can  be  discovered  to  assist  the  under- 
tiJdng. 

The  price  of  labour  is,  as  may  be  expected,  decreasing.  The 
contracts  made  for  1902  show  wages :  for  woodcutters,  $8.00  to 
$10.00  per  month  with  food  and  house  accommodation ;  for  agri- 
cultural labourers,  $6.50  to  $8.00  per  month  with  food  and  house 
accommodation.  The  woodcutters  are  effiinent,  but  only  work 
from  four  to  six  hours  a  day.  Agricultural  labourers  are 
generally  raw  hands  and  no  labour-saving  implements  are  ia 
use. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  general  body  of  the  people  are 
not  conducive  to  the  effective  settlement  of  the  country.  Over 
40  per  ceut.  of  the  inhabitants  were  residents  of  the  six  principal 
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townsliips  on.  31st  March,  1901,  when,  the  CensOB  was  takea, 
aad  a  considerable  number  lived  in  villagea.  These  represent 
the  comparatiTely  small  number  of  men  employed  in.  the  towos 
and  villages  and  the  women  and  children  who  perform  little  or 
no  labour,  the  men  being  mostly  absent  in  the  woods  cutting 
timber  beyond  the  reach  of  medical  aid  or  efficient  core  when  ilL 
About  20  per  cent,  of  the  population  consists  of  Indiana  who  are 
of  nomadic  habit,  living  principally  on  maize,  a  crop  which  is 
planted  and  reaped  within  6  or  6  months,  and  who  reside  in 
crazy  huts  built  of  sticks  and  thatch.  These  people  move  from 
place  to  place  and  apparently  have  no  inclination  to  settle  long 
in  one  spot  and  improve  it.  The  genuine  labourers  are  a  mere 
fraction  of  the  population  and  they  work  shorter  hours  than 
labourers  in  any  part  of  the  world  of  which  I  have  experience. 
In  the  months  of  November  and  December  the  woodcutters, 
and  even  the  plantation  labourers  draw  the  balance  of  their 
wages  for  the  year,  and  come  flocking  into  the  towns,  where  they 
spend  it,  I  fear  too  often  for  the  prosperi^  of  the  Colony,  in 
riotous  living.  In  December  and  January  th^  enter  into  new  . 
engagements,  obtain  advances  on  account  of  ttie  year's  wages, 
and  go  again  into  the  woods  to  cut  timber.  There  ia  no  home 
life,  no  steady  and  permanent  improvement  of  their  condition 
and  surroundings,  and  little  or  no  provision  for  old  age.  The 
circumstances  necessary  for  the  building  up  of  a  r^pectable 
class  of  peasant  proprietors  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist,  and 
until  this  is  accomplished  the  prosperity  of  the  country  will  not 
be  on  a  firm  and  stable  basis.  At  the  date  of  the  Genans  there 
were  276  persons  owning  less  than  10  acres  of  land,  291  between 
10  and  640  acres  and  41  above  640  acres.  The  41  lai^e  land- 
owners, of  whom  12  possess  3,246|  square  miles,  may  be  said  to 
hold  the  fortunes  of  British  Honduras  in  the  hollow  of  their 
hands.  The  measures  which  may  be  expected  to  bring  about 
improvement  are,  immigration  of  a  class  of  people  accustomed  to 
agriculture,  the  spread  of  agricultural  knowledge  among^  the 
HLaas  of  the  people,  and  their  gradual  settlement  on  Crown  lands, 
accompanied  by  the  provision  of  adequate  and  suitable  means  of 
communication,  which,  as  I  have  pointed  out  can  be  secured 
by  keeping  the  waterways  clear  of  obstruction  and  constructing 
roads  or  tramways  end  telephones  or  telegraphs  out  of  our  surplus 
revenue.  Persistent  and  austained  eSort  for  a  few  years  on  a 
settled  plan  would  make  British  Honduras  a  prosperous  Colony. 
The  most  urgent  need  of  the  moment  is  the  presence  of  a  few 
intelligent  men  with  moderate  capital,  having  knowledge  of 
tropical  agriculture,  the  determination  to  succeed,  and  the  wit 
io  make  use  of  the  natural  resources  ready  to  their  hands. 

P.  0.  CoEK,  Colonial  Secretary. 
26th  July,  1902. 
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EEPOBT  ON  BBCnSH  NEW  GUINEA  FOE  TKE  TEAR, 
30iH  JUNE,  1899,  TO  30th  JUNE,  1900. 


Legislatioit. 

gix  Ordmancei  were  paased  during  the  year  ending  30tb.  June, 
1900.     Two  of  these  are  Appropriation  Ordinances. 

Ordinance  No.  IV.  of  1899,  "  The  Lands  Ordinance  of  1899," 
consolidates  the  previous  law  on  the  suhject  of  the  acquisition 
of  lands  by  the  Govenunent,  and  their  sale  by  it  to  other  parties. 
It  also  gives  effect  to  the  arrangement  entered  into  with  the 
Premiere  of  the  three  ctHitribtiting  colonies  in  the  pnTions  yeu', 
waier  which  it  was  decided  ^at  lands  of  ocHisiderable  areas 
•kould  be  advertlRed  in  England  and  the  Australian  Ci^oaiee 
for  six  months  before  they  conld  be  disposed  of,  but  that  small 
areea  of  640  acres  or  one  square  mile  could  be  granted  without 
adTertisement,  provided  that  they  are  not  included  in  any  area 
already  advertised  until  the  six  months  had  elapsed ;  also  that 
selectors  actually  in  tU&  PosBeseion  could  obtain  grants  of  ten 
square  miles  wil^Lout  advertisement,  subject  to  a  similar  proviso. 

Ordinance  No.  T.  adopts,  with  some  exceptions  and  modi- 
fications required  by  IoceA  circumstances,  the  "  Mining  Act  of 
1898  "  of  Queensland ;  the  fee  for  a  miner's  right  is  retained  at 
lOi.  in  British  New  Guinea.  In  Queensland  the  Act  has  reduced 
it  to  Si. 

Ordinance  No.  I.  of  1900,  "The  Native  liabour  Ordinance 
of  1900,"  coDBolidates  the  previous  labour  laws,  and  contains 
some  adiditional  provisions  for  the  appointment  of  inspectors  of 
labour  and  labour  vessels.  It  also  provides  for  a  fee  of  1>. 
per  head  on  entering  into  a  labour  agreement  before  a  magistrate 
or  other  officer,  and  a  similar  fee  on  being  paid  off.  Greater 
daiticity  ii  given  to  the  operatitHi  of  the  labour  laws  fay  the 
appointment  of  inspectors  with  powers  to  cancel  or  vary  con- 
tracts; but  special  exception  ia  made  of  two  provisions  of  the 
original  contract  which  cannot  be  altered  witiiout  the  consent 
of  tiie  magistrate  of  the  district  before  whom  the  labourers  were 
M8T  A  8 
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British  engaged — namely,  the  place  at  -which  the  men  are  to  be  paid 
«rmR  *^'  ^^^'  ^  ***  stated  on  the  agreement,  that  the  men  are  not 
1899-19o6    ^llo^^tl  ^  re-engage  without  first  returning  to  their  homes. 

These  two  proTisiona  are  in  the  interests  of  the  recruiters  as  well 

aa  the  labonrers,  for  in  certain  little  known  diatricts  where  men 
are  taken  away  from  their  homes  for  the  first  time  it  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  they  should  return  to  their  relatives 
■with  the  results  of  their  labour,  and  if  they  did  not  it  is  veiy 
likely  that  not  only  would  there  be  great  difl^cnlty  in  getting 
more  from  the  same  neighbourhood,  but  very  probably  some 
innocent  person  would  lose  his  life.  The  magistrate  of  the 
district  is  the  beat  person  to  know  if  this  is  necessary,  and,  if 
he  considers  that  either  is  so,  no  one  can  alter  the  contract  in 
these  two  respects  without  his  written  consent. 

Ordinance  ^o.  III.  of  1900  makes  it  a  punishable  offence 
under  the  "  Arms,  Liquor,  and  Opium  Prohibition  Ordinance, 
1888,"  for  a  native  to  drink  or  have  in  his  possession  any  in- 
toxicating liquor,  or  to  use  or  have  in  his  possession  any  firearm 
or  opium  wi^out  a  permit ;  this  is  a  necessary  corollary  to  the 
Principal  Ordinance,  which  makes  the  supplying  of  such'  pro- 
hibited articles  to  natives  an  ofience. 


Administbation  op  JuancB. 

The  abstract  retom  of  criminal  cases  tried  in  the  Central 
Court  shows  a  total  of  78  cases,  against  62  in  the  previous  year. 
Of  these  27  were  committed  from  the  Central  District,  38  from 
the  Eastern  District,  and  23  from  the  Weetem. 

The  Central  Coiul:  held  15  criminal  sessions — seven  at  Port 
Moresby,  three  at  Samarai  (East  Division),  two  at  Xivani  (South- 
east Division),  one  at  Mambare  (North  Division),  one  at  Mukswa 
(East  Division),  and  one  at  Daru  (West  Division). 

Of  the  total  number  of  cases  tried,  33  were  for  murder,  nine 
for  indecent  assault,  three  for  other  assaults,  two  for  wounding, 
two  for  breach  of  prison,  and  one  respectively  for  arson  and 
larceny,  l^ere  was  no  conviction  for  murder;  the  cases  re- 
viving themselves  into  manslaughter,  there  was  consequentiy 
no  sentence  of  death  recorded.  The  maximum  sentence  was 
seven  years'  penal  servitude. 

On  the  Civil  side  of  the  Central  Court  there  were  32  pro- 
ceedings; of  these  19  were  applications  to  administer  estates  or 
for  probate,  four  were  appeals  from  Oold  Wardens'  decisions, 
three  appeals  from  Petty  Sessions  and  Small  Debt  Courte,  and 
six  were  cases  stated  for  opinion  from  the  Woodlark  Island 
Gold  Field. 

Of  the  summary  offences,  of  which  there  were  297,  against 
206  in  the  previous  year,  96  were  from  the  Central,  171  from 
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Bbitish 
Qimnuu 


ISie  Eaatem,  and  31  from  flie  "Western  Divisiona.    Of  ^bs  whole 

297  persons  charged,  249  were  convicted  and  48  discharged.     ,,^_^ 

There  were  19  oivil  Btdta  in  the  Low«r  Conrte.     In  the  Magis-  ■  jg^J^Jj) 

trates'  CottrtB  for  Native  Afisirs,  there  were  327  prosecutions  for        

hreaches  of  NatiTe  Begulations ;  222  in  the  Central  District, 
48  in  the  Eastern,  and  57  in  the  ■Western.  There  were  291 
oonvictians,  and  36  dismisBals.  The  total  nnmber  for  the  pre- 
ceding year  was  214,  of  whom  190  were  convicted  and  24  dis- 
charged. 

The  following  taUea  of  cases  dealt  wilh  hy  &e  several  Courts 
of  the  Powession  have  been  prepared  by  the  Chief  Judicial 
Officer  :  — 


Matxebs  Dealt  with  Judioiallt  dubinq  the  Ybab 
BirDiNG  30th  JnifB,  1900. 


Cbstbal  Coubt. 
Criminal  Jurisdiction. 


Nnmbot  of 

PetsonB 

(Jommitted  fot 

Trial 

District  from  which  Committecl. 

PenoDB  Committed— 

27 

Central  Dirtriot        

20  tried. 
SdiMharged. 
S  avuting  trial. 

28 

Eutem  District       ... 

24  tried. 
Sdisehuged. 
1  awaiting  trial. 

23 

W«t«.m  District      

13  tried. 

1    died    under    oom- 
mittal. 

2eentbMkto  be  dealt 
with  aumnwrily. 

_ 

7  awaiting  trial 

T<.tal    ...  78 
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The  Central  Court  held  Fifteen  Criminal  Sessions  at  the 
places  and  times,  and  with  the  results  tmdermeDtioned  : — 


Besnlt  of  TrUL 


Port  Morttby— lit  Augutt,  1899. 

Ifnidor       j  2    gnil^    of    mui' 

I     utugnter. 

PoH  iloretbjf—12A  Augiut,  1899. 

I  murder,  1  aMaoIt,  |  1  discharged,  1  guilty 

1  brealdng  gaoL       I      of  sMault,  1  guilty 

j      of  bieakiiig  gaol. 


Port  iloretbtf—2dlh  August  to  Ul  September, 


'  Ruilty  of  man- 
slaognter,  1  guilty 
of  indecent  aA- 
BBult. 


Port  Morubi/— 19th  October,  1899. 
Perjury      {  1  guilty  of  perjury 


Dam — 21(1  November  to  24(A  November 


m  order,  6  indecent 

and  2  not  gnflty  of 

aasault,    1   noand- 
ing,     1     arson,     1 

larcwy. 

indecent    aesanlt. 

1  guilty  of  wound- 

ing,  1   not  guilty 

of  arson,  1  gnilty 

of  larceny. 

Port  iloretby—Wth  November,  1899. 

Murder      |  2  not  gnilty 

Samarai—ith  and  Gth  Pteember,  1899. 


[  one  yekr,  1  rix 
montltt'  imprison- 
ment  widi    hard 


i  five  yean'  penal 
■ervitnde,  1  one 
year,  and  one  6 
months'  impriaon- 
ment  with  bard 
labour. 


1  nine  month*'  im- 
priaonment  with 
oarcl  labour. 


>  tfaiee  years'  penal 
servitude,  two  2 
J  ears,  2  one  year, 
one  six  months, 
and  1  three 
months'  imprison- 
ment with  hard 
labour. 


2  three  years'  penal 
aerritnde,  1  fined 
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Criminal  SeBsioDS — continued. 


^^nmbe^ 

of  FeraoDS 

Tried. 


BmuU  or  Trial. 


Nivarti — Sth  Deeembtr,  1899. 


I  marder,  1  oamally 
knowing  ^irl  uad^ 


gailty  of  man- 
slanghter,  1  goiltj 
of  oamally  k [low- 
ing gill  nader 
twelve. 


Muk(tv>a—2Ut  December,  1899. 
I  tnorder |  1  discharged 


31<im,bare—21ih  to  80(A  Dectmber,  1 


Samarai — Stk  January,  1900. 
1  wounding  ...  I  1  gnilty of  wonndi 


Port  Jjore»6y— 12£A  J/ay,  1900. 


4  mtu^et,  1  OHmalt, 
1  breakiitg  gaol. 


4  guilty  of 
Blanghtar,  1  gnilt; 
otaasaDlt,  Igniltf 
of  breaking  gaol. 


Samarai— llth  June,  1900. 
Moidet       1   1  Guilty  of    : 


Ifivani—Htk  June,  1900. 
3  Murder,  1  perjury  j  3    Gailty   of    man- 
alaughter,    I    dia- 
I      charged. 

Port  3fore*by~2Glh  June,  1900. 

2  murder    12   gnilty    of    man- 

I      daugbter. 


New 

G-VIKBA. 

I899-190a 


I  two  yeua'  tm- 
priaontnent  with 
nard  labonr. 


I  one  year,  1  two 
years  imprison- 
ment    with    hard 


prisoiu 
hard  la 


1  two  yean',  2  one 

montha',  1  three 
montba',  and  1 
one  month's  im- 
mnonment  with 
tuxd  labour. 


1  six  months'  im- 
priaonment  with 
oaid  labour. 


one  year  •  us* 
)riaonmeat  with 
lard  labour. 
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Ne-w 

aoiMKA, 

W99-1900. 


Nnmber  of 

Prooee'lingf". 

Natoieof  Proceedings. 

13 

G 
4    ' 

6 
2 
1 

est&toB. 

Appeaia  Wsidea'B  Coart,  Mums  Gold  Field. 
CMes  for  opinion,  Mnraa  Gold  Field. 
AH)e»lB  Court  of  Petty  8e»ioi»,  Northern  DiTirion. 
Appetd  Siaall  Debte  Court,  Eastern  Di-riuon. 

Totri  32 

CouBTS  OP  Pettt  Sessions. 
Indictable  Offences  Jurisdiction, 


Namber 

District  of  Conrt. 

Penons 

Nature  of  Charge. 

Besnit  of  loqnir^. 

Charged. 

Central    District 

32 

21  murder 

2aawnlt 

4  breaking  gaol   ... 
lindeoent    asaaalt 
1  perjury 

17    committed,    4 
charged. 
Soommitted. 
4  committed. 
1  committed. 
1  committed. 

dia 

7  »Pe       

charged. 
12  committEcL 

Eutem  District 

29 

12mnrder 

Saawnlt 

3  committed. 

1  indecent    aassnlt 

I  committed. 

I  wounding 

5  larceny 

3  abduction 

1  committed. 

1     desecration    of 

1  committed. 

•epnlchre. 

2  carnally  knowing 

1    committed,    1 

dia. 

gill  onder  12. 

charged. 

Wertero  District 

23 

9  murder 

6  indecent    assault 

2  assault 

3  wounding 

1  larceny 

1  rape      

6  committed. 

2  committed. 

3  committed. 
1  committed. 

I  committed. 

Total 

84 
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Summary  Offence*  Jurisdietiim, 


Namber 

District  of  Court. 

P«mna      Nature  of  Char«e. 
Charged.! 

1 

Beault  of  Trial. 

Central 

96 

26asuDlt 

U  convicted,  12  dianuased. 

27  krwny 

16  breach  of    Con- 

17conTiotad,  10  diamisaed. 

14  convicted,  2  ^famisaed. 

nanoe. 

4  breach  of  Labour 

4  couTicted. 

Ordmance. 

13  breach  of  Priaons 

10  convicted,  3  dinmued. 

Ordinance. 

1  breach  of  Arms 

Idiamiaaed. 

and  Liquor  Ordi- 

1  obacene  language 

1  convicted. 

•2  threatening 

2  convicted. 

Unguage. 

2tre8paea 

2  convicted. 

3  breach  of    Mer- 

3 convicted. 

chant    Shipping 

Acta. 

liUateni 

171 

39  breach  of  Labour 

Ordinance. 
67  larwny 

36  convicted,  3  diamiaaed. 

63oonvicUd,4dismiiaed. 

2  deatroying    pro- 
13  fceach  of  Arms 

2  convicted. 

42aBsault 

37  convicted,  5  diamiaied. 

SbieachofPriaona 

3  convicted. 

Ordinance. 

1  threatening 

1  convicted. 

language. 

2  drunk  and    dia- 

orderly. 
2  breach  of  Arma 

2  convicted. 

and  Liquor  Ordi- 
nance. 

Wertem 

31 

15  breach  of  Labour 
Ordinance. 

n  convicted,  4  dismiaaed. 

5  larceny 

2  convicted,  3  diamiaaed. 

lOaeaanlt 

10  convicted. 

I  breach  of  Con- 

1  convicted. 

Btabalary     Ordi- 

nance. 

Total     ... 

297 

-  BsiTua 

New 
Odimea, 
1899-1900. 
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Cioil  Juritdiction. 


Nomber 

DistrietofOoart. 

Aotiotu 
Triad. 

Nitnro  of  Action. 

Bmatt  of  Aotion. 

Oantnl 

3 

3  debt         

3  TOTdict  foi  pbintdt 

Eutarn. 

9 

8  debt         

I  danuges 

5  Terdiot  for  pl^ntiS,  1 
verdict  for  dafendant, 
2  settled  out  of  court. 

1  setUed  oat  of  court. 

WMtem 

7 

7  debt         

7Ter(liotforpl«iiitiit 

Total        ... 

19 

Natitb  Magistbatbb'  Codbts. 
Criminal  Jurisdiction  {Forbidden  Acts). 


Nnmber 

Dirtriot  of  Court. 

Petaons 
Oharged. 

Nstnie  of  Ohirge. 

Besolt  of  Trial 

No.  2  (Centrftl) 

222 

4  epreading    lying 
reports. 

4  convicted. 

2  convietad. 

57  l&rcenv 

Sficonvicted,  1  discharged. 

12  convicted. 

11  adultery 

13  sorcery 

7  coDvic  ted,  6  disdiarged. 

6  injury  to  persons 
67  breach  of  Boads 

2  convicted,  Sdiachai^ed 

57  convicted. 

Be^acion. 

8  breach  of  Carrieni 

8  convicted. 

B^nbtioo. 

12  breach  of  fiariaU 

12  convicted. 

Regulation. 

trates'^oriers. 

4  convicted. 
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Crimintd  JurUdietion  (Forbidden  Aett) — oontuiaod. 


Nnrabar 

of 
Persona 

&UIKEA, 

1899-1900. 

■Diatriot  of  Court. 

Nnture  of  Charge. 

Seanlt  of  Trial.                

Charged. 

No.3(BU<it«ni) 

48 

28adQlter7 

1    breach    of    Do- 
stniotion  of  Co- 
ooannt     Begnla- 
tion. 

28  convicted,  5di>dharged, 
1  ooDvioted. 

Sdisobeyiiift  map- 

atrsW  orders. 

Sperjury 

3^torboD 

3  convicted. 

9  aoroety  

1  laweny 

1  oonvioted. 

laasanlt 

1  convicted. 

Na  1  (Weiteni) 

67 

26    oonvioted,    14     die. 
ohanred. 

Saaeanlt 

3  oonvioted. 
2conTioted. 

SBoroeiy 

2  ipraading     lying 
reports. 

gnage. 

Total 

'327 

Civil  Jurisdiction  (  Ciml  Cfaimt). 

Nnmber 

Dirtriot  of  Court. 

of 
AoUoo* 
Tried. 

Nature  of  Claim. 

Reanlt  of  Action. 

No.  2  (CnMl) 

11 

7  debt         

4  damagea    for   in- 

juring property. 

No.  a  (BoBtieni) 

1 

1  d«»»BW 

No.  1  {Weitern) 

Nil. 

^  Total    ... 

12 
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Total  Number  of  Criminal  Proceedings. 


Niw 

■' 

•» 

Gtjihba, 
1899-1900 

Proceedings. 

Nnmbw. 

El  Cen&al  Court 

78 

la  Courts  nf  Pettj  Sessions  (ezclnsive  of  78  oai 
Central  Conrt). 

lessent  up  to 

303 

In  Native  MapHtratea'  Courts 

In  all  Courts 

: : 

327 

708 

Total  Number  of  Ctinl  I'roceedinas. 


In  Central  Conrt ' 

In  Conrts  of  Petty  Sessions 

In  Native  Magistrates'  Conrts     . 

1b  al)  Conrts  -. 


Tisrra  OP  Ihsfectioit. 

the  Lieutenant-Governor  returned  from  Australia  on 
18th  November,  1899,  and  on  the  19th  left  for  Dani  and  the 
west  in  the  "Merrie  England."  Ercxm  Dam  a  trip  was- made 
along  the  coast  in  the  small  3i«am  launch  and  two  whalehoats, 
while  the  steamer  went  to  Thursday  Island.  Saibai  and  Boigu, 
islands  inside  the  Queensland  boundary,  within  a  stone's  throw 
(rf  thme  shores,  were  visited  on  the  way  to  Bugi,  the  farthest 
Government  station  on  the  west,  on  the  Mai  Kuasa  part  dF  the 
wide  channel  which  forms  Stiachan  IsliuLd.  There  had  been  an 
unfortunate  collision,  attended  with  loss  of  life,  between  the 
native  constabulary  at  Bugi  and  an  inland  tribe,  Dimiri,  in  which 
several  of  the  latter  were  killed  or  wounded.  A  story  had  been 
circulated  by  the  London  Missionary  Society  teacher  at  Saibai 
on,  as  he  stated,  accounts  given  by  the  mainland  natives  to  the 
Saibai  people,  that  the  police  had  been  guilty  of  gross  treachery 
in  pretending  to  have  a  religious  service  in  the  Dimiri  village, 
which  they  had  gone  to  visit  io  a  friendly  way,  and  had  shoi- 
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•  iawik  the  villf^erB  nnftwarCs.     A  careful  iuquirr  tw  madd  into     Kutua 
Hie  caae  by  Captain  Barton,  the  Acting  Commandant  of  the     ^j^"* 
Constabulary  (Captain  Btitterworth  being  away  on  leave,  and   ig^jj^ 
BTlbeequently  at  the  time  of  writing  employed  as  an  officw  of        ___ 
the  Queensland  Contingent  of  the  Imperial  Bushmen  in  South 
Airica) ;   and  it  is  satii^aotory  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  itory 
was  proved  to  have  been  absolutely  false,  the  faot«  being,  sa  wa» 
admitted  by  one  of  the  leading  Djmiri  men  who  cune  to  Bugi 
to  meet  the  Lieutanant-Govemor  later,  aft«r  a  second  Dolliiion 
with  the  police,  that  both  attacks  were  entirely  unprovoked, 
and  were  ordered  by  the  chief,  who  lost  his  life  in  the  seoond 

-  one.  As  there  were  rumours  that  the  Tugeri  head  hunters  from 
Dutch  Nbw  Guinea  had  been  seen  or  heard  of  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, the  number  of  constabulary  at  Bugi  was  increased  from  six 
to  eight;  this  detail  is  only  mentioned  to  show  with  what 
slender  resources  the  work  of  protecting  these  far-away  remnants 
of  cruelly  depopulated  tribes,  otherwise  completely  at  the  mensy 
ot  these  savage  marauders,  has  to  be  efFected ;  the  result  has 
been  satiefactory  as  far  as  the  vicinity  of  the  Govemmutt 
Station  at  Bugi  is  concerned,  for  no  attack  has  been  made  on 
it  or  the  people  sheltering  under  its  protection ;  but  there  have 
been  two  or  more  disastrous  raids  by  the  Tugeri  on  the  natives 
Ion  the  Morehead  River  since  the  time  of  this  visit,  the  first 
of  which  falls  within  the  period  under  report,  and  which  will 
be  mentioned  later. 


Eattem  Division  and  SoutK-Eariem. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  returned  to  Port  Moresby  oa. 
28th  November,  and  left  again,  accompanied  by  His  Honour 
Mr.  P.  "Winter,  C.J.O.,  on  the  2nd  December  for  the  east.  At 
Sunarai  Dr.  Cecil  Yaughan  was  appointed  to  act  as  Medical 
Officer  and  Assistant  Magistrate  of  the  Eastern,  North-East, 
and  Northern  Districts,  and  joined  the  "  Merrie  England  "  an 
her  trip.  The  Conflict  Group  of  islets,  which  is  under  lease  to 
Mr,  Wickham,  was  visited  on  the  way  to  Niveni,  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Kesident  Magistrate  of  the  South-Eastem  Di- 
vision. From  Nivani  the  party  went  to  Misima  (St.  Aignans), 
the  Iiachlan  Islands,  which  had  not  been  visited  by  the  "Merrie 
England  "  for  several  years,  and  from  there  to  Woodlark  Island, 
where  the  two  goldfields  at  Eulumedau  and  Busai  were  visited. 
It  was  decided  that  mining  leases  should  not  for  the  present 
be  granted  at  Busai,  as  it  was  still  an  alluvial  field,  but  on  a 
subsequent  visit  this  decision  was  altered,  and  the  field  opened 
for  leases,  as  at  Eulumedau.  As  there  was  considerable  con- 
fusion about  the  boundaries  of  the  mining  leases,  and  no  possi- 
bility of  getting  them  settled  without  proper  surveys,  an  attempt 
to  do  so  was  made  by  the  appointment  of  a  private  surveyor 
from  Samarai,  but  the  result  was  not  satisfactory,  and  other 
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B^^tiSB  arrMigementfl  had  anbaeqnently  to  be  made  by  em|do7ing  »- 
QuiNEA,  piirtially  qualified  surveyor  on  the  work.  This  proved  much 
JS99-190Q.  inore  satisiactory,  aud  at  the  time  of  writiog  this  B«poTi  one 
— ^  of  the  new  staff  of  Government  surveyors  has  (^one  there.  The 
Trobriands  Group  were  next  visited,  and  a  meeting  was  arranged 
by  Mr.  Moreton,  Besident  Magistrate  for  the  EaBtem  IKvision, 
with  the  help  of  Eev.  Mr.  Fellows,  of  the  Wesleyan  Mission; 
at  Kavatari,  at  which  the  chiefs  and  principal  men  concerned ' 
in  the  rising  against  Enamakala  and  the  attack  on  Mr.  Moreton, 
described  in  last  year's  Annual  Beport,  were  present.  Enama- 
kala himself  was  unable,  owing  to  ill-health,  to  come  to  the 
meeting,  and  although  he  was  subsequently  restored  to  his  posi- 
tion, and  his  village  rebuilt  and  proper  amends  made  by  the 
offending  persons,  he  never  recovered  the  effects  of  his  temporary 
depoaitioD,  and  the  Government  has  learnt  with  regret  that  he 
has  since  died.  The  chiefs  were  very  strongly  cautioned  about 
their  behaviour  in  the  future,  and  they  promised  obedience, 
but  the  large  population  of  that  group  is  so  unstable  that  it  will 
soon  be  necessary  to  station  a  Qiyvemment  officer  and  some 
constabula^  there.  Since  the  visit  in  question  was  made  they 
have  been  fighting  and  spearing  each  c&er  about  fish. 


Iforthem  Divition. 

From  the  Trobriands  Islands  the  steamer  went  to  the  north- 
east coast,  -visiting  on  the  way  the  Amphlett  Group ;  the  "Wes- 
leyan  Mission  Station  at  Bwoidoga,  on  Goodenough  Island,  in 
enlarge  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Fletcher;  and  also  the  Anglican 
Mission  Station  at  Mukawa,  on  Cape  Yogel.  The  mouth  of  the 
Mambaro  was  reached  on  23rd  December,  and  Christmas  Day 
was  spent  on  the  river.  Tamata  Station  was  reached  the  follow- 
ing day.  There  had  been  a  gathering  of  natives  there  for  sports 
and  dances,  and  several  canoes  were  met  on  their  way  home- 
with  gorgeously  decked  crews  in  full  panoply  of  feathers  and 
paint,  a  great  contrast  to  the  few  people  met  on  the  visit  to  the- 
river  the  year  before.  The  Anglican  Mission  have  established 
a  station  at  TTmi  Tillage,  a  little  below  the  junction  of  the 
Tamata  Creek  with  the  Mambare.  The  Bev.  Mr.  Hines  was 
there  at  the  time  of  this  visit,  but  was  in  very  bad  health.) 
His  place  has  since  been  temporarily  filled  by  me  Eev.  Cop- 
land King,  who  has  done  so  much  service  for  the  Mission.  The 
natives  are  settling  down  quietly  on  the  river,  and  planting  largei 
gardens;  they  sell  a  quantity  of  food  to  the  Europeans  at  Ta- 
mata. The  "  Merrie  England "  left  on  her  way  back  on  the 
30th,  and  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the  Dpi,  where  a  visit  was 
paid  to  Tabe,  the  chief  of  Koila.  Cape  I^elson  wag  reached  on  the 
following  day. 

It  had  been  decided  to  establish  a  Government  Station  on  thia 
Cape,  which  coihmands  ike  coast  from  the  mouth  of  the  Musa  to  - 
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the  BOT1&  of  Collingwood  Bay,  and  would  form  a  moat  ueefcl  ^"J™ 
halfway  Btopping-place  between  Samarai  and  the  Mambare.  It  qj,|j,j. 
was  quite  time  that  something  was  done  to  keep  the  large  lejg-igoo;, 
popnlation  of  the  fjords,  who  were  the  terror  of  the  coast,  under  ^— 
control,  which  was  impossible  without  stationing  a  magistrata 
there,  for  they  were  out  of  reach  of  either  the  magistrate  at 
Samarai  or  Mambare,  and  the  place  was 'now  thoroughly  in- 
spected with  a  view  to  selecting  the  site  for  the  station.  The 
steamer  was  taken  right  to  the  head  of  several  of  the  long  deep 
fjords  especially  to  afCord  the  natives  an  object  leaeon,  as  they 
prolMibly  thought  that  thrar  water  fastnesses  were  accessible 
only  to  their  canoes.  Friendly  intercourse  was  established  with 
them  at  each  part  of  the  Cape  which  wa^  visited.  At  only  one 
place  was  any  hostility  shown,  the  £ghting  men  grouping  them- 
selves on  the  tops  of  the  commanding  points  and  rocks  armed 
with  very  long  spe^,  but  there  was  no  collision,  and  they 
eventually  came  to  barter  sugar-cane  and  native  food  for  tobacco, 
like  the  rest.  A  good  site  was  selected  on  one  of  the  sloping 
promontories  facing  due  east  and  about  the  centre  of  the  Gape, 
which  consists  of  a  number  of  these  finger-like  points  of  the 
spurs  from  the  volcanic  peak  of  Mount  Trafalgar,  beginning 
to  the  south  of  Poriock  Harbour  on  the  north,  and  gradually 
circling  round  to  the  northern  end  of  CoUingwood  Bay  on  the 
south.  There  is  likely  to  be  a  good  future  for  Cape  Nelson 
it  the  Possession  is  developed  in  that  direction.  It  will  be 
the  natural  centre  for  the  trade  of  the  Musa  and  Eumusi  Bivers. 
It  possesses  good  harbours,  freah  water  in  abundance,  and  good 
planting  and  grazing  land.  The  formation  of  the  promontories 
lends  itself  especially  favourably  to  the  latter,  as  it  would  only 
be  necessary  to  fence  across  the  head  of  the  tongue  of  land, 
the  sea  affording  a  natural  boundary  for  the  rest.  The  natives 
of  the  part  selected  for  the  station  were  informed  that  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  establish  one  there  with  a  Resident  Magistrate, 
and  that  they  would  be  paid  for  any  land  taken  by  it  for  the 
purpose.  After  raising  various  objections  they  were  left  with 
the  assurance  that  the  Government  meant  what  it  said,  and 
that  when  the  "  Merrie  England  "  returned  she  would  bring 
the  magistrate  to  stay.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Abbot,  of  the  Anglican, 
Mission  at  Wanigela,  in  CoUingwood  Bay,  was  of  great  assist- 
ance, and  got  a  comfortable  native  house  put  up  for  the  magis- 
trate before  he  arrived.  •  Proceeding  south,  Goodenough  Bay  was 
visited.  The  Anglican  Mission  stations  at  Boiana  in  the  bay 
and  the  head  station  of  the  mission  at  Wedau  in  Bartle  Bay 
and  Taupota  were  visited.  Sewa  Bay,  a  large  landlocked  har- 
bour on  the  west  side  of  Wormanby  Island,  was  inspected  with 
a  view  to  its  possible  utilisation  for  a  township  in  the  east, 
which  is  so  much  wanted  to  relieve  little  overgro^rn  Samarai. 
It  is  to  be  feared  that  it  will  b©  found  to  be  too  much  out 
of  the  way.  The  harbour  is  certainly  a  magnificent  one,  and 
there  is  plenty  of  land  for  a  township.     Expert  advice  should 
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BxiTiBH     be  taken  as  to  its  entrance  and  aiq>roacb  from  the  sea  ior  sailiuir 
Nbtt       vesBels  in  all  weatlters,  whicli  is  of  the  greatest  importance  ia 
189iW90().  Belectiog  sites  for  towDsKips  on  the  sea. 

Western  Division  (Morehead  River). 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  returned  to  Port  Moresby  oa 
9th  January,  and  left  again  on,  10th  February  for  the  west,  th& 
"  ilerrie  England  "  having  in  meantime  been  sent  over  to  Cook- 
town  for  mails,  &c.,  and  arrived  at  Dam  12Ui  February ;  after 
settling  the  necessary  work  in  hand  there,  the  steamer  proceeded 
to  Dauan  Island,  the  last  of  the  high,  volcanic-peaked,  boulder- 
covered  islands  that  reach  from  Cape  York  to  the  edge  of  the 
flat  shores  of  South- West  New  Guinea.  Like  Saibai  and  Boigu 
on  either  hand  it  is  still  part  of  Queensland,  but  is  within  the 
promised  rectification  of  the  boujidwy,  which,  having  received 
the  approving  Order  of  the  Queen  in  Council,  is  still  waiting 
for  the  Government  of  Queensland  to  pass  the  necessary  Act 
(see  Annual  Report,  1897-98,  p.  xlii.).  As  the  object  of  the 
expedition  was  to  search  the  coast  and  the  Morehead  River  for 
the  Tugeri,  who  had  been  heard  of  there,  the  steamer  was  left 
at  Dauan;  and  the  party  proceeded  with  the  large  launch 
"  Ruby  "  and  four  boats  on  16th,  with  33  armed  native  con- 
stabulary. Mr.  English,  the  Government  Agent  of  the  Rigo 
District,  who  had  been  appointed  to  act  temporarily  as  Resident 
Magistrate  of  the  Western  District,  and  Captain  Barton,  Com- 
mandant, A.N.C,  accompanied  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  After 
patrolling  the  Wassi  Eussa  and  the  Maikussa,  and  finding  only 
traces  of  Tugeri  camps,  the  party  went  on  to  the  Morehead, 
experiencing  the  same  difficulty  in  finding  its  mouth  as  Sir 
W.  McGregor  had  done  on  his  first  visit  there.  The  river  was 
ascended  about  70  miles  before  any  natives  were  seen ;  although 
several  recent  Tugeri  camps  were  found,  it  was  evident  that  they 
had  left  the  river.  It  was  found  that  they  had  made  a  successful 
raid  about  six  weeks  before,  and  gone  away  with  their  victims' 
heads  and  women  and  children  captives.  N^atives  were  seen  on 
the  right  bank  on  the  third  day,  remnants  of  the  Toibaba  tribe; 
they  had  been  visited  by  Sir  W.  McGregor,  and  were  most 
friendly.  Detailed  information  was  obtained  from  them  of 
the  massacre  of  the  Sanana  people,  which  was  forwarded  in 
a  separate  report  with  the  object  of  Special  representations 
being  made  through  the  proper  channels  to  the  Government 
of  the  Netherlands,  which,  it  is  satisfactory  to  say,  had  or 
helped  to  produce  a  good  efEect,  for  they  have  quite  recently 
sent  their  own  Resident  to  make  inquiry  into  the  subject  of 
these  raids — one  occurred  actually  on  the  river  a  few  days 
before  be  and  the  Magistrate  of  the  Western  Division  (Mr. 
Murray)  got  there,  and  they  found  fifteen  headless  bodies 
of  the  Tugaribio  people,  who  camped  with  the  Government 
Ttarty   on    their    visit    now    under   report;     but    this   maltiT 
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as  well  aa  the  dcBcription  of  the  fight  between  Mr.  Murrajr** 
boat'B  crew  of  aix.  native  constables  against  a  force  of  Tugeri 
canoes,  in  which  they  captnred  or  sank  five  canoes  and  routed 
the  enemy,  will  belong  to  next  year's  report.  The  party  pro- 
ceeded one  day  further  up  the  rivetr,  when  the  "  Ruby  "  broke 
down,  end  then  returned  to  Bugi,  and  finally  rejoined  the 
"  Merrie  England  "  at  Sauan  on  5th  March,  after  an  absence  of 
17  days  occupied  on  most  interesting  duty.  The  steamer  ihea. 
]HX)ceeded  to  Thursday  Island  for  coal,  &c.,  and  returned  to 
Dam  on  11th  March. 


Bbitisb 

New 

OniKKA, 

1899-1900. 


Weittm  Divuion  {Fly  Estuary). 

On  the  13th  the  Lieutenant-GJovemor  and  party  left  with 
the  steam  launch  "Ruby,"  which  had  been  sent  direct  from 
Dauan  to  Daru,  and  two  boats,  for  the  estuary  of  the  Fly  Eiver, 
and  arrived  that  evening  at  St^nane,  the  headquarters  of  the 
London  Missionary  Society  Mission  in  the  west.  Here  they  were 
ve:y  kindly  welcomed  by  the  Bev,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Chalmers,  the 
latter  of  whom  has  since  died,  to  the  regret  of  all  who  knew 
her;  and  the  whole  Possession  sympathises  with  her  universally^ 
respected  husband.  The  school  was  inspected  with  very  satis- 
factory result.  Mr.  Chalmers  had  decided  on  removing  the 
Mission  Station  to  Daru ;  Saguane  is  rapidly  disappearing  before 
•the  encroaching  water,  and  from  what  was  observed  at  all  the 
places  on  Kiwai  Island  it  seems  likely  that  the  whole  island 
will  ultimately  share  the  same  fate.  From  Kiwai  Island  the 
party  went  to  the  village  of  Baramura,  on  the  mainland,  where 
there  had  been  a  slight  collision  between  the  villagera  and  some 
of  the  boat's  crew  from  the  Mission  Station  at  Saguane,  who  had 
apparently  provoked  the  resentment  of  the  villagers  by  trying  to 
get  one  of  their  idols.  One  boy  had  been  Blightly  wounded  by 
an  arrow,  and  they  had  decamped  leaving  their  boat  behind, 
A  native  constable,  who  happened  to  be  on  leave  near  there, 
and  a  village  policeman  fy)m  one  of  the  £iwa!  villages,  settled 
the  matter,  got  back  the  boat,  and  nothing  was  probably  needed 
but  a  cautifmary  visit  from  the  Magistrate  when  an  opportunity 
should  occur.  Instead  of  this  the  officer  then  at.  Daru  (since 
left  the  service)  proceeded  with  an  armed  force  to  Baramura, 
the  villagers  fled;  he  burned  the  long  "dabu"  or  communal 
dwelling,  a  building  over  600  feet  in  length,  capable  of  accom- 
modating probably  300  inhabitants,  three  other  detached  houses, 
killed  the  pigs,  and  made  an  address  to  those  present  on  the  ex- 
ample he  had  made  in  the  name  of  the  Government.  After  a 
little  while,  very  friendly  relations  were  established  with  the 
chief  and  his  people,  and  some  tools  were  given  them  to  assist 
them  in  rebuilding  their  village.  From  Kiwai  the  party  re- 
turned to  Daru,  and  from  there  visited  Parama  A'illaire,  on 
Sampton  Islard,  and  a  large  new  village  which  is  being  built 
on  tlie  site  of  old  Majcatfa  on  the  mainland  side  of  Bampton 
Passage.  They  returned  to  Port  Moresby  on  23rd  March. 
eg9S7  n  » 
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■"BH  NoriK-Eattern  Division  {Cape  Nelson). 

™Sbi  0"!  **>*  3^**^  March  the  Lieutenant-Governor  left  Port 
1^^  Moresby  to  estnWiah  the  GoTemment  Station  on  Cape  Nelson, 
and  arrived  there  with  Mr.  Monckton,  who  had  been  appointed 
to  be  Besident  Magistrate  for  the  North-Eastem  Division,  on 
4th  April;  Mr.  Abbot  had  had  a  good  native  house  built  on  the 
site  choEen  for  the  Government  reserve.  The  Government  flag 
was  hoisted,  and  the  Magistrate  left  with  a  small  force  of  cent 
stabulary  to  sow  the  first  seeds  of  law  and  order  amon^t  the 
spearmen  of  the  fjords  and  fells.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know 
that  the  authority  of  the  Government  has  been  quietly  and 
successfnlly  impressed  on  them,  and  in  spite  of  some  signs  of 
hostility  the  natives  have  evidently  recognised  that  it  is  best 
to  be  on  good  terms  with  it.  The  boundaries  of  the  North- 
Eastem  District  are  from  Cape  Vogel  on  the  south  to  Cape 
Endaiadere  on  the  north,  a  coast-line  of  about  160  miles ;  the 
district  also  includes  the  interior,  but  it  has  been  arranged 
that  the  river  system  of  the  Ktimusi  River  which  flows  into  the 
Northern  District  shall,  together  with  the  tribes  along  its 
whole  course,  be  considered  as  wholly  in  the  Northern  District. 
As  it  was  found  that  one  of  the  most  prtnninent  peaks  of 
Mount  Trafalgar  was  still  unnamed  on  the  chart,  it  has  been 
called  "  Mount  Britannia"  after  the  flagship  of  Lord  Nelson's 
second  in  command  at  the  great  naval  victory.  The  great 
mountain  on  ihe  north-east  coast,  on  that  side  of  Mount  Suck- 
ling, and  lying  to  the  south-east  of  Cape  Nelson,  known  by  its 
native  name  as  "  Goropu,"  has  been  named  "  Mount  McGregor," 
after  the  distinguished  late  Lieutenant-Governor,  whose  intrepid 
explorations  of  the  mountains  of  the  interior  most  certainly 
entitle  his  name  to  be  recorded  in  one  of  the  finest  of  them. 
The  party  returned  to  Port  Moresby  on  12th  April. 

While  lie  "  Merrie  England  "  was  away  at  Cooktown  a  visit 
was  made  to  the  Laloki  and  Brown  Rivers,  with  Mr.  Ballantine, 
the  Assistant  Resident  Magistrate^  and  Mr.  McDonald,  the 
Overseer  of  Works.  Several  of  the  mountain  chiefs  from  the 
interior  between  the  Astrolabe  and  the  main  range,  some  of 
whom  had  not  been  to  Port  Moresby  before,  visited  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor at  Government  House. 

Central,  Eastern,  and  South-Eastem  Divisions. 

On  22ud  May  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  with  his  Honour 
Judge  Winter  and  Mr.  Russell,  Chief  Government  Surveyor, 
left  in  the  "  Merrie  England  "  for  the  east,  and  were  present 
with  several  others  at  a  very  interesting  ceremony  at  ^le  opening 
of  the  new  memorial  church  which  has  been  erected  by  the 
London  Missionary  Society  to  the  memoiy  of  the  native  teachers 
of  the  Mission  who  came  to  New  Guinea,  and  who  have  died 
diiring  the  26  years  that  the  Mission  has  been  established  here. 
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The  Govenunent  Station  at  Eigo  was  inspected,  and  tibree  of  ^SJ!?" 
the  viUages  inland ;  and  then  the  "  Merrie  England  "  continued  Q^j^g^ 
her  cmiBe  along  the  coast.     Hula  was  visited,  and  the  disputed   1399-1900 

houndary  between  the  lands  of  Hula  and  Babaka  people  was        

decided.  At  Kerepunu  the  party  were  hospitably  entertained 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Pearse,  of  the  London  Miasionaiy 
Society,  and  visited  several  of  the  villages  on  Hood  Lagoon; 
from  tiiere  the  villagee  of  Aroma  district  in  Keakaro  Bay  were 
visited,  and  Vilimpu  and  Marshall's  Lagoon,  and  the  Imilai 
Bivor.  Chesthunt  Bay  and  Mawi  River  were  next  visited ;  from 
there  they  went  to  Cloudy  Bay  and  Table  Bay,,  the  meeting 
point  of  the  Central  and  Eastern  Districts.  It  will  be  necessary 
to  form  a  Goremment  Station  and  Sub-district  somewhere 
along  the  coast  to  the  east  of  the  Rigo  District,  for  there  is 
nothing  between  that  and  Samarai,  220  miles  away.  The 
Amazon  Islands  and  Hailu  (Toulon  Island)  at  the  western  end 
of  the  Eastern  District  were  visited,  and  from  there  Milport  Bay 
and  Mnllena  Harbour,  and  Fyfe  Bay,  where  three  murders  of 
women  were  reported ;  and  it  was  settled  that  Captain  Barton' 
and  the  Resident  Magistrate,  Mr.  Moreton,  should  return  there 
about  them.  The  party  went  on  to  Suau  and  Modeiwa  Bay, 
and  arrived  at  Samarai  on  8th  June. 

They  left  for  the  South-Eastem  District  on  the  13th,  calling 
at  Bentley  Island,  and  arrived  at  Nivani  the  following  day. 
Accompanied  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Resident  Magistrate,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  went  to  the  Wesleyan  Mission  Station  at 
Fanaeti  in  charge  of  Mr.  "Williams,  and  rejoined  the  steamer 
on.  her  way  to  Misima  (St.  Aignans)  and  Woodlark  Island. 
Mr.  Bramell,  the  new  Warden,  had  made  a  good  house  at  the 
head  of  the  harbour,  which  affords  a  much  better  approach  to 
Kulumedau  than  by  the  creek  of  that  name.  Mr.  Russell  was 
left  on  the  goldfield  to  arrange  the  surveys  of  the  mining  claims, 
which  had,  as  has  been  said  above,  got  into  great  confusion. 
It  was  decided  to  open  Busai  field  to  leases.  The  party  returned 
to  Samarai  on  19tb,  and  left  for  Port  Moresby  on  the  same  day, 
and  arrived  on  the  following  evening. 

Eastern  and  North-Eastem  Dtvisiont. 

The  "  Merrie  England  "  went  over  to  Cooktown,  and  mean- 
while the  Lieutenant-Governor  visited,  in  comptmy  with  Mr.  Bal- 
lantdne,  Assistant  Resident  Magistrate,  the  villages  between 
Redscar  Head  and  Port  Moresby.  The  steamer  returned  on  the 
2nd  July,  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor  left  again  with  his 
Honour  (now  Sir)  Francis  "Winter  for  Samarai  on  4th,  calling  at 
Fyfe  Bay  for  Captain  Barton,  who  had  been  successful  in  arrest- 
ing some  of  the  persons  implicated  in  the  murders  of  the  women 
that  have  been  alluded  to.  The  party  left  Samarai  on  the  7th 
ioT  the  North-Eaat  Coast,  calling  at  Wedau  and  Cape  Vogel, 


y  Google 


22  COLONIAL  REPORTS — ANNUAL. 

Bkithb  and  arrived  at  Gape  Nelson  on  9th.  Mr.  Monckton  had  made 
OcniBA  considerable  progress  with  his  station.  He  had  had  some  trouble 
1899~19ob,   ^i^^  ^^  natives,  who  had  drugged  his  men  with  some  kind  of 

'   narcotic,  and  at  one  time  it  looked  as  if  the  station  would  be 

rushed,  but  by  a  firm  front  and  patience  a  collision  was  averted, 
and  when  the  "  Merrie  England "  arrived  the  natives  were 
quite  friendly.  A  trader  had  just  been  aaaaulted  and  robbed 
on  board  a  small  cutter  by  the  people  of  the  Winiapi  tribe  at 
one  of  the  inlets  on  tLe  south  side  of  the  cape.  The  steam  launch 
and  a  couple  of  boats  went  to  the  place,  and  the  party  were 
successful  in  arresting  two  of  the  chiefs  of  the  implicated  tribe, 
whom  it  wEis  decided  to  keep  under  detention  at  the  station  until 
the  Btolen  property  was  returned  and  the  principal  person  im- 
plicated in  ih.B  assault  on  the  trader  was  given  up.  On  the 
10th  July  the  party  left  for  Mambare,  and  arrived  at  Tamatf* 
station  on  the  13t&.  The  station  had  been  wonderfully  im- 
proved and  brightened  i^>  by  Mr.  Bohu,  a  naturalist,  who  had 
been  acting  for  Mr.  Elliott  as  European  officer  in  charge  of  the 
station  under  the  Magistrate.  Tamata  was  left  again  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  and  the  ship  waa  reached  the  same  evening, 
and  left  again  for  Cape  Nelson  on  the  following  morning,  haTing 
on  board  Bueimaiwa,  the  Duvira  chief,  who  was  in  trouble  for 
making  war  on  his  own  account  against  his  Qira  neighbouifi 
and  for  escaping  from  custody  at  Tamata  Station,  where  the 
Magistrate  had  confined  him.  He  had  surrenderd  himself  to 
Captain  Barton,  and  was  tried  by  his  Honour  the  Judge,  and 
was  sentenced  to  a  short  term  of  imprisonment,  which  it  was 
directed  by  the  Lieut^nant-G'ovemor  should  take  the  form  of 
detention  under  surveillance  of  the  Magistrate  at  Cape  Nelson. 
On  the  wa^  Holnicote  Bay,  or  rather  the  southern  end  of  it 
known  as  Gona  Bay,  was  visited,  and,  although  the  people  were 
frightened  at  first,  friendly  relations  with  them  were  established. 
The  steamer  arrived  at  Cape  Nelson  on  IGth ;  it  was  found  that 
all  the  property  stolen  from  the  trader  had  been  returned,  on 
which  one  of  the  two  Winiapi  chiefs  was  ordered  to  be  released 
And  the  other  as  soon  as  the  ringleader  in  the  assault  was  given 
up.  The  man  dn  question  was  on  the  point  of  spearing  the 
•trader,  but  was  stopped  by  the  others,  who  said  that  it  would 
bring  the  Government  police  on  them ;  it  is  satisfactory  to  know 
that  already  they  have  begun  to  realise  that  there  is  a  stronger 
power  in  that  little  hfuidful  of  men  under  the  solitoiy  white 
officer  in  the  native  house  with  the  blue  ensign  on  the  far  side 
of  the  Cape.  But  for  that,  the  trader  would,  as  he  believed,  have 
certainly  lost  his  life.  It  is  most  probable  that  they  did  not 
think  the  Government  would  concern  itself  in  such  a  matter  as 
the  taking  of  a  few  articles  of  trade,  and  an  old  rifle  (with  one 
cartridge),  which  constituted  the  stock-in-trade  and  the  weapons 
of  defence  of  an  itinerant  white  buyer  of  pearl-shell;  and  the 
j'etum  of  all  the  articles  was  a  good  sign  of  their  respect  for  the 
new  power  amongst  them.     The  opportuni^  had  for  a  long  time 
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been  wanted  for  visiting  Oro  Bay,  tiie  scene  of  Dr.  Loria's  riud     Bkitish 
in  the  porsait  of  Bcience,  which  had  led  most  prohahly  to  the        New 
attack  on  Mr.  EUiott's  party  there  in  1898;    it  waa  therefore   igg^'ig^ 

now  visited,  and,  after  a  little  while,  very  friendly  communica-  -     

tion  was  eBtablished  with  the  people.  A  visit  waa  also  made 
to  the  village  of  the  warlike  tribe  "  Okein,"  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Gape,  and  friendly  intercourse  established  with  them.  Cap© 
Nelson  was  left  on  19th,  with  a  strong  feeling  of  satisfaction 
with  the  progress  that  Had  been  made  in  the  three  months  since 
the  estabHshment  of  the  station  there.  Calling  at  Cape  Togel, 
the  party  next  went  to  Dobu,  the  headquarters  of  the  Wesleyan 
Misaitm,  under  the  Bev  Mr.  Bromilow ;  from  there  to  Samarai, 
from  which  the  "  Merrie  England  "  went  to  fetch  Mr.  Russell 
from  Woodlark,  meeting  him  at  sea  on  the  way ;  he  had  been 
successful  in  starting  the  mining  surveys  on  a  better  line.  In 
the  interval  visits  were  made  to  the  Ifondon  Mission  Society, 
training  school  at  Ewato;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abel,  however,  were 
away  in  England ;  and  to  Sariba,  an  adjacent  island,  where 
Mr.  Meek  is  establishing  live-stock,  which  thrive  wonderfully 
well  on  the  grass  there.  There  had  been  further  trouble  at  the 
IVobriands,  some  people  having  been  killed  in  a  fight  about 
fsh,  to  which  allusion  has  been  made.  The  party  returned  to 
Port  Moresby  on  the  28th  July. 

While  the  Government  party  had  been  away  there  had  been 
a  massacre  in  the  interior,  on  the  Kemp  "Welsh  River,  where  the 
people  of  Seremina  had  killed  eighteen  of  the  Eorohi  tribe. 
Mr.  Ballantine  had  very  promptly  proceeded  there  with  such 
pcJice  as  were  available,  and  succeeded  in  arresting  the  chief  of 
Seremina ;  his  people  expressed  surprise  at  the  Government  hav- 
ing taken  any  notice  of  it,  and  said  if  they  had  known  that  it 
would  have  done  so,  they  would  not  have  attacked  the  Korohi. 
It  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  mark  the  material  progress 
which  has  been  made  in  the  spread  of  the  authority  of  the 
Government  in  the  various  parts  of  the  Possessiott  during  the 
past  year.  It  has  been  an  unfortunate  one  for  the  people. 
Owing  to  the  introduction  into  Samarai  from  Cooktown  of  the 
whooping-cough  by  two  white  children,  the  vessel  having  a  clean 
bill  of  health,  though  the  sickness  was  rife  at  Cooktown  at  the 
time,  lives  innumerable  have  been,  and  are  being,  sacrificed 
to  a  blunder  which  may  be  compared  to  the  fatal  introduction 
of  measles,  "  a  child's  complaint,"  into  Piji,  resulting  in  an  esti- 
mated loss  of  40,000  natives.  In  this  case,  unfortunately,  there 
was  no  medical  officer  at  Samarai,  and  no  one  realised  the 
danger ;  from  that  centre  of  traffic  in  the  east  the  malady  spread 
witti  frightful  rapidity,  and  swept  first  the  coasts  and  is  now 
ravaging  the  interior.  But  the  mischief  does  not  end  there,  for 
as  each  village  is  attacked,  and  as  no  death  can  in  the  belief 
of  the  native  be  the  result  of  any  natural  cause  but  must  have 
been  compassed  by  some  unknown  enemy  who  can  only  be  dis- 
covered by  witchcraft,  the  sorcerer  is  at  once  consulted,  and  some 
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BwTiBH     unfortunate  -village  of  aome  other  tribe  is  designated  as  the 
Gd^       culprit,  and  a  midnight  massacre  of  innocent  people  is  the  result. 
1899-1900    ^'^    ^^^    ^^    actual    experience    of    Captain     Barton    and 
^-^    '  Mr.  English  on  a  recent  expedition  inland  to  the  head  vaterft 
of  the  Kemp  "Welsh.     There  was  a  severe  drought  in  parts  of  the 
Possession  which  told  seriously  on  the  food  supply  and  left  the 
people  less  able  to  withstand  the  epidemics  of  pleurisy  and  pneu- 
monia which  often  accompany  the  change  of  season  here;   the 
list  of  victims  to  these  was  unusually  high  this  year. 

It  was  again,  unfortunately,  not  possible  to  visit  Mekeo  District 
this  year  before  the  Lieutenant-Governor  left  for  the  annual 
ofBcial  visit  to  Brisbane. 


Eeforts  bt  Opficees, 

Central  Division. 

In  the  Annual  Beport  of  last  year  mention  was  made  of 
the  robbing  of  a  party  of  the  Members  of  the  Sacred  Heart 
Mission  in  the  interior  of  the  Mekeo  District  by  a  mountain 
tribe  which  had  not  been  visited  before.  It  was  thought  advis- 
able that  a  Government  party  should  go  there,  and  on  15th  July 
Dr.  Blayney,  the  resident  magistrate  of  the  Central  Division, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Giulianetti,  the  Government  agent  of  the 
Mekeo  District,  and  12  native  constabulary,  proceeded  inland 
from  Hall  Sound  to  the  Mafula  and  laroga  districts,  in  the  first 
of  which  the  robbery  had  taken  place  and  the  chief  of  larogo 
had  murdered  one  of  his  wives.  Dr.  Blayney's  report  of  the 
expedition  is  full  of  interesting  details.  They  had  very  hard 
work  in  the  broken  mountainous  country  which  they  traversed. 
On  August  2nd  they  reached  their  highest  points,  6,140  feet,  near 
which  "  we  saw  the  playground  of  the  bowerbird  (photograph 
taken),  snowdrops,  and  orchids,"  and  the  next  day  passed  the 
spot  where  the  mission  party  had  been  robbed,  and  came  in  sight 
ot  Mafula  villages ;  an  advance  party  of  constables  was  sent  on 
with  orders  to  arrest  any  one  tiiey  found  in  the  village,  and 
on  the  arrival  of  the  magistrate  he  found  a  prisoner  in  handcuffs ; 
the  police  were  searching  the  gardens,  and  shortly  afterwards 
shots  were  besxd  at  a  Tillage,  Chivua,  some  distance  off,  and 
the  natives  were  seen  running  away  from  it.  The  police  re- 
ported afterwards  that  on  their  arrival  at  the  village  they  were 
attacked  with  spears  and  clubs  and  had  to  shoot  in  self  defence. 
Some  more  arrests  were  made,  and  messages  sent  to  tell  the  people 
that  the  object  of  the  visit  was  to  recover  the  stolen  property, 
and  that  do  one  coming  to  bring  food  to  the  party  or  to  return 
any  of  the  stolen  articles  would  be  arrested,  but  that  anyone 
who  was  seen  with  a  spear  would  be.  Some  of  the  lost  articles 
were  found  in  the  village.  Early  the  next  morning  the  party 
had  an  alarm  from  finding  that  the  natives  had  crept  up  to 
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within  50  yards  of  the  camp  wiihout  being  obaerved  l>y  ti»8  Britibh 
flentriea.  On  Bome  shots  being  fired  they  retired  a  short  distance  q^I. 
Into  the  scrub.     The  Chivua  people  seem  to  have  been  the  most   tg^^-igob 

troublesome.     One  of  the  corporals  who  got  separated  from  his        

party  was  attacked  in  the  bed  of  the  creek  by  five  men,  one  of 
whom  threw  bis  spear  at  him,  on  which  the  corporal  shot  him, 
and  the  others  decamped;  another  corporal  had  been  attacked 
with  his  party  by  the  Eenedama  people  and  had  to  shoot  four 
in  self  defence ;  they  were  evidently  quite  ignorant  of  the  power 
or  efEect  of  firearms.  The  Chivua  people  th^i  sent  a  message  to 
say  that  they  wanted  to  return  the  stolen  property  and  make 
peace.  They  brought  some  of  Uie  property,  and  a  present  waa 
given  them  in  return  for  food,  and  every  effort  made  to  induce 
tiieir  chief  to  come  into  the  camp.  The  Eenedama  continued 
hostile,  and  their  villages  were  visited  and  searched.  The  Govern- 
ment party  then  visited  the  Chivua  village  and  saw  the  chief. 
Many  of  the  people  were  plastered  with  mud  as  a  sign  of  moum- 
.ing  for  one  of  the  chiefs  who  had  been  shot.  His  body  was 
seen  placed  in  the  fork  of  a  large  tree,  boxed  in  with  planks, 
and  his  bamboo  pipe,  ttHiiahawk,  perineal  band,  Ac,  hung  in 
front  of  it.  Dr.  Blayney  remarks  that  the  males  wear  a  broad 
perineal  band,  that  of  the  females  beiing  narrow  and  plaited. 
A  corporal  and  party  were  sent  to  visit  Eopuna  village,  on  the 
summit  of  a  hill  to  the  south-east  of  the  camp,  with  a  message 
to  tie  people  to  come  in  and  make  friends.  From  the  camp  the 
villagers  were  seen  preparing  to  give  the  police  a  hostile  recep- 
tion. Th^  had  to  fire  at  one  of  tiie  villagers,  who  was  wounded 
in  the  arm,  and  ran  away.  The  Chivua  chief  visited  the  camp 
with  some  of  his  people,  uid  a  message  was  sent  tirough  him 
to  the  Eopuna  people.  The  weather  was  continuously  wet  and 
the  party  broke  camp  on  the  14th  August.  On  one  of  the 
drizzling  mornings  the  phenomenon  of  the  Hartz  Mountains, 
known  as  "  The  Spectre  of  the  Brocken,"  was  seen.  Four 
prisoners  who  had  been  arrested  were  taken  away,  it  being  ex- 
plained that  they  would  be  taken  to  Port  Moresby  to  see  the 
Governor  and  would  be  soon  sent  back.  On  the  18th,  however, 
two  of  the  prisoners  escaped,  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  other 
two  bemg  unsuccessful ;  and  the  following  day  the  senior  cor- 
porai  was  sent  back  to  Mafula  with  nine  constables  and  some 
earners,  with  orders  to  arrest  six  Mafula  men  as  hostages  for 
the  two  that  had  escaped.  This  was  a  very  doubtful  act  of  dis- 
cretion, and  the  result  was  most  unfortunate.  The  corporal 
arnved  at  the  village  but  found  no  MafuU  people  to  arrest,  so 
advantage  was  taken  of  the  presence  there  of  some  of  the  friendlv 
Chivua  to  arrest  six  of  them  instead.  No  doubt  the  native 
corporal  thought  he  was  only  carrying  out  his  orden.  The 
inivua  villagers  were  not  unnaturally  greatly  excited  at  seeing 
such  a  gross  piece  of  treaDhory,  as  it  would  undoubtedly  appear 
to  them,  perpetrated  by  the  Government  people  with  whom^ev 
had  been  induced  to  make  friends,  and  to  supply  them  with 
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kSw"  ^t*d;  and  tley  at  once  retaliated,  gathering  aupports  from  thn- 
GoiNBA,  other  Tillages  close  to.  The  police  were  surrounded  and  attacked 
1&99-1900.   both  in  the  village  and  on  their  way  back  to  the  main  pp.rty ; 

^~-  at  leaat  six' of  (he  natives  were  shot  before  they  finally  retreated. 
The  corporal  rejoined  the  magistrate  on  251h.  A  carrier  was  lost 
on  the  return  journey,  and  it  was  thought  that  he  would  probably 
be  killed  and  eaten ;  search  was  made  for  him  without  success. 
On  reaching  Hiba  a  message  was  sent  to  the  chief  of  larogo, 
who  was  wanted  for  the  mu^er  of  his  wife,  to  come,  and  in  the 
meantime  it  was  decided  to  go  on  to  Sekuba  on  the  Upper  Yan- 
appa,  to  inquire  into  a  murder  reported  to  have  been  ctHnmitted 
by  the  Sekuba  and  Iritiomone  natives.  Sekuba  was  reached  on 
29th  August.  It  was  found  on  inquiry  that  about  three  months 
before  tiie  natives  of  Iritiomone  had  catight  a  Sekuba  native 
while  fishing  near  the  native  suspension  bridge  over  the  Yanappa, 
and  had  killed  him  to  avenge  the  killing  of  one  of  their  own 
people  a  long  time  ago.  The  Sekuba  people  then  cut  the  suspen- 
sion bridge  down,  since  which  they  have  not  been  on  friendly 
terms.  I)r,  Blayney  decided  to  visit  Iritiomone  and  bring  about 
peace  between  the  villagers,  but  was  unablo  to  effect  a  crossing 
over  the  Yenappa,  the  suspension  bridge  being  broken,  and  after 
several  unsuccessful  attempts  to  bridge  it  hy  felling  trees,  in 
one  of  which  a  constable  got  his  ribs  broken  on  the  far  side, 
and  was  with  great  diiBculty  got  bach,  the  party  had  to  retom 
to  Sekuba.  Gommimication  was,  however,  eventually  secured 
with  the  Iritiomone  by  sending  a  party  of  police  who  crossed 
the  river  by  a  raft.  They  returned  with  some  of  the  villagers 
but  the  chief  was  too  frightened  to  come.  An  inquiry  was  held 
into  the  killing  of  the  Sekuba  native,  and  the  magistrate  ex- 
plained that  the  Government  no  longer  permitted  retaliatory 
mnrders,  but  that  as  this  was  the  first  case  against  them  there 
would  be  no  arrests.  The  peace-making  ceremony,  which  is 
described  in  Dr.  Blayney's  Report,  was  gone  through,  and  the 
two  tribes  made  friends  again  to  their  mutual  satisfaction.  A 
rather  amusing  incident  occurred  on  their  way  down  the  river, 
when  the  chief  of  Earama  with  several  of  his  men  met  them^  he 
had  seen  Mr.  Giulianetti  before  and  was  greatly  delighted  on 
seeing  him  again,  but  he  was  much  disappointed  when  he  learnt 
that  fliey  were  not  going  to  visit  his  village.  "  I  have  killed  no 
one,  aai  yet  you  won't  come  to  see  me " ;  he  was  promised  a 
visit  at  a  near  date.  Dr.  Blayney  mentions  that  a  woodcock 
flew  over  their  camp  one  morning.  On  the  4th  September, 
seven  of  the  eight  prisoners  (two  of  the  four  originally  arrested 
at  Mafula,  and  the  six  Chivua  hostages)  were  discovered  to  be 
missing  when  their  guards  woke ;  the  eighth  was  caught  in  the 
act  of  freeing  himself.  They  had  experienced  little  difficulty; 
fortune  had  been  most  kind ;  the  guards  had  taken  their  belts 
off  preparatory  to  going  to  sleep  and  hung  them  within  reach 
of  the  prisoners ;  the  keys  of  their  handcuffs  lay  inside  the  un- 
buttoned flap  of  their  pouch ;  the  rest  was  a  matter  of  ease.     The 
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seventh  man  evidently  did  not  behave  well  or  he  would  have     Bhitbh 
freed  the  rcmainii^  one  who,  uniortnnately,  waa  juat  a  minute     q^j^^ 
too  late.     Nothing  was  seen  of  the  fugitives,  a  finale  to  an  affair   ijggj^fljj. 
which  waa  very  unfortunate  from  begitining  to  end.     Dr.  Blay-        ___ 
ney  describes  some  oi  the  jonmey  back  as  the  worst  he  has  bad 
in  the  Possession.     At  one  village  a  small  house  juat  lai^  enough 
for  one  man  was  found  in  which  anyone  who  gets  sick  isolates 
himself  from  his   neighbours — a  peculiu  form  of  quarantine 
amount  natives. 

On  12th  the  party  reached  Hall  Sound.  The  weather  had  been 
very  unfavourable  for  collecting;  the  botanical  specimens  were 
lost  or  irreparably  damaged  in  Ae  flooded  rivers ;  a  few  ornitho- 
logical specimens  in  very  good  order  were  brought  to  Port 
Moresl^  and  forwarded  to  the  British  Museum;  there  were, 
however,  no  new  species  in  the  collection.  It  was  also  very 
unfortunate  that  Mr.  Oiulianetti's  photographic  plates  were  spoilt 
by  the  wet. 

The  solitary  prisoner  was  handed  over  to  the  head  gaoler,  but 
he  was  allowed  to  remfun  at  large,  and  shortly  taken  bock  to 
Mafula  to  explain  that  the  six  Ghivua  men  had  been  arrested  by 
mistake,  and  to  make  some  amends  for  the  loss  of  life  which 
unfortunately  had  resulted  from  it.  On  the  whole,  however, 
this  expedition  to  a  part  hitherto  untouched  by  the  GK>vemment 
will  have  had  a  veiy  good  effect. 

In  November  an  ra:pedition  was  made  by  Dr.  Blayney  and  Mr. 
English  io  the  interior  of  the  Cloudy  Bay  District ;  the  watershed 
of  two  rivers,  one  flowing  north-east,  the  other  south-east,  waa 
crossed,  and  it  was  surmised  that  the  former  of  these(Kevela)runB 
into  the  Adau,  and  that  the  Adau  cuts  through  a  gap  in  the  Main 
Eange  between  Mount  Suckling  and  Mount  Clarence,  and  finally 
joins  the  Musa  (north-east  coast).  This  has  been  since  found 
to  be  the  case.  Visits  were  made  to  part  of  the  Gulf  districts, 
and  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  Purari  Biver  was  ascended,  and 
the  Maipua  and  Apiope  villages  visited.  The  powerful  Koriki 
tribe  was  left  for  a  future  visit  with  a  sufficient  force  in  case 
of  such  a  collision  ae  occurred  with  them  on  the  occasion  of 
Sir  "William  McGregor's  visit  there  in  1894. 

An  expedition  was  also  made  hy  Dr.  Blayney  to  the  district 
behind  Yilirupu,  where  the  murder  of  some  of  the  Olnone 
people  hy  the  Toabure  natives  had  been  reptu'ted  to  the  Lienten- 
ant-Qt)vemor  on  his  visit  to  Yilirupu.  I^e  Magistrate  was  not 
successful  in  making  any  arrests. 

Riga  District  {Central  Dimtion). 

Mr.  English,  the  Government  Agent  of  the  district,  was  ^>- 
pointed  to  act  as  Resident  Magistrate  of  the  "Western  Division 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  did  not  return  to  it  until 
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p^J™  after  Jnne.  His  duties  were  performed  satiBfactorily  ly  Mr 
Guinea  ^-  ^^iiip^liBh,  bis  consia.  A  consideraMe  amount  of  improvement 
1M9-190(I(  to  the  roads  was  effected,  especially  by  rebuildin)^  a  bridge  over 

a  difficult  creek  between  the  Mission  Station  at  Vatorata  and  the- 

landing  at  Kappa  Kappa,  ao  that  "  now  even  in  the  wet  season 
one  can  drive  up  to  the  Hission  Station."  Hitherto  the  road' 
was  a  regular  quagmire,  and  impassable  during  the  wet  season ; 
two  other  bridges  will  have  to  be  rebuilt  before  the  road  can  be 
called  finished.  The  work  at  the  Government  Station  is  difEcnlt 
owing  to  the  want  of  prisoners ;  Dr.  Blayney  says  "  the  local 
natives  respect  the  law  to  such  an  extent  that  there  are  practically 
no  local  prisoners, "  a  tribute  not  only  to  the  good  behaviour 
of  the  people,  but  also  to  the  administration  of  the  law  by  the 
district  officers.  The  people  of  the  marine  villages  at  Kappa 
Kappa,  although  law-abiding,  are  notorious  for  their  indifference 
and  unwillingness  to  do  anything  for  their  own  improvement  or 
to  assist  others  in  anything.  It  was  remarkable  that,  although 
they  have  had  the  benefit  of  the  peace  and  order  which  the- 
Mission  has  afforded  them  for  many  years,  they  were  the  only 
ones  who  never  lent  a  hand's  turn  towards  the  erection  of  the- 
memorial  church  at  Tatorata,  at  their  very  doors. 

The  report  of  the  Government  Agent  states  that  the  coast 
tribes  had  been  quiet  and  on  good  terms  with  their  neighbours 
and  with  white  nien  going  inland,  but  that  there  had  been 
several  murderous  raids  committed  inland  as  well  as  ainglg 
murders,  and  that  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  sickness  amongst 
the  natives. 

An  expedition  was  made  in  July,  1899,  with  the  Commandant 
of  the  Constabnluy,  to  the  back  of  Cloudy  Bay,  to  arrest  the 
Barua  murderers  of  some  of  the  people  of  Huwai ;  three  arrests 
were  made.  On  16Ui  August  tie  Government  Agent  made  a 
trip  to  the  Seme  and  Dagota  tribes  to  make  some  arrests,  but  was 
unsuccessful ;  "  the  country  was,"  he  says,  "  dreadfully  rough, 
and  the  natives  able  to  see  a  party  moving  about  hours  before 
their  villages  could  be  reached." 

On  14th  ^November  the  Government  Agent  accompanied  the 
Resident  Magistrate  on  another  expedition  to  the  back  of  Cloudy 
Bay,  in  consequence  of  a  raid  by  the  natives  of  Keveri  on  the 
Barua  people.  Mr.  English  thus  describes  the  Keveri  Valley : 
"  A  walk  of  three  days  (from  the  Barua  country)  over  rough 
country  and  high  mountains  took  us  across  the  main  range  into 
a  magnificent  valley,  ten  by  fifteen  miles,  of  undulating  open 
grass  country.  .  .  .  The  valley  is  a  most  healthy  one  and 
veil  adapted  for  European  settlement,  well  watered,  and  good 
pasture  country.  The  two  main  sources  of  the  Musa  Biver  run 
through  the  valley,  the  '  Wavela  '  and  the  '  Adau.'  The  former 
we  prospected  in  a  few  places,  but  no  traces  of  gold  were  to  be 
found."     Mr.  English  reports  that*  there  has  been  very  little- 
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iiading  ia  the  district,  and  a  great  falling  off  in  the  indiarublier     Bkitibs 
-and  marine  products  during  the  year,  owing  to  the  laziness  of       '^"^ 

■4he  natives,  who  will  not  work  unless  forced  to  do  ao,  1899-1900 

Mr.  G.  F,  English,  who  acted  as  Government  Agent  while        

Mr.  A.  English  waa  in  the  west,  reports  that  on  the  19th  June 
he  accompanied  the  reaideat  magistrate  to  Mekanigoro  in  the 
Kemp  Welsh  District,  to  the  south-east  of  Mount  Shillingluw, 
the  people  of  that  place  having  been  reported  to  have  killed 
some  of  the  Taboro  tribe.  The  expedition  was  successful,  and 
several  arrests  were  made;  five  prisoners  were  taken  to  Fort 
Moresby.  On  the  return  of  the  party  to  Rigo  they  received 
the  report  of  the  maseacre  of  the  Ihovi  people  by  the  Demori 

'  tribe. 

Mr.  English  draws  attention  to  an  evil  which  is  growing 
amongst  the  native  population.  The  young  men  are  getting 
into  the  habit  of  mariying  young  girls  for  a  time,  getting  back 
the  trade  they  gave  ^e  parents,  and  casting  the  girl  adrift, 
with  lamentable  consequences  to  her,  and  repeating  the  prooess 
as  often  as  they  are  able.  This  would  not  have  been  possible 
under  the  old  native  customs,  which  had  their  own  sanction 
for  offences  against  the  social  good  order  of  the  community. 
Now  that  the  laws  of  civilisation  have  been  introduced  and  have 
not  substituted  anything  for  the  old  custom  which  in  its  rough- 
and-ready  way  afforded  protection  against  offenders  of  this  kind, 
there  will  be  great  danger  that  where  cnatom  is  set  at  defiance 
and  the  law  exacts  no  penalty,  the  respect  for  both,  which  is 
natural  to  the  native,  will    be    undermined,  and    ultimate^ 

'  destroyed.  It  is  impoesibl&  to  be  too  careful  that  this  does  not 
become  the  result  of  changing  the  old  order  of  things  in  native 
communities  without  providing  a  proper  substitute  in  the  new. 
The  subject  is  one  which  is   receiving    the    attention  of   the 

■■  Government 


Mekeo  District  {Central  Division). 

Mr.  Giulianetti,  the  Government  Agent  of  the  Mekeo  District, 
in  his  report,  gives  a  short  and  interesting  summary  of  his 
first  expedition  with  Dr.  Blayney,  Resident  Magistrate,  to  the 
Mafula  and  upper  St.  Joseph  country.  In  consequence  of  the 
unfortunate  occurrence  of  the  arrest  of  the  Chivua  natives  at 
Mafula,  Mr.  Giulianetti  was  directed  to  make  a  second  trip  there 
and  explain  matters,  otherwise  there  would  have  been  every  pro- 
bability of  the  good  effects  of  the  expedition  being,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  neutralised;  and  he  left  Hall  Sound  again  on 
13th  November,  taking  with  him  the  one  prisoner  who  had  failed 
to  make  his  escape.  They  arrived  at  their  destination  on  25th. 
A  number  of  natives  were  present  to  meet  them,  but  the  Chivua 
people  were  at  first  suspicious,  as  was  not  unnatural.  The  wife 
•of  the  returned  prisoner  was  in  mouraing  fnrhim  :  their  meeiinir,- 
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New"  Mr.  Ginlianetti  says,  was  singularly  Tindemonstrative.  He  saw- 
GoiNEA,  *^'*  **^  ^^^  ^'^^'*  ^^°  ^^^  escaped  from  custody  on  the  first  expe- 
1899-I9(n    dition,  and  learnt  that  they  had  all  got  home  but  one.  who- 

. fractured  his  arm  in  trying  to  get  his  handcuff  ofE  and  had  died' 

of  the  injury.  Mr.  GFinlianetti  stayed  ten  days  at  Mafula,  and 
was  complet«ly  successful  in  establishing  friendly  relations  with 
all  the  people.  A  chief  of  Chivua,  "  Baiginala,"  seems  to  have 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  proceedings.  On  the  way  back 
one  of  the  constebulary  became  ill  (uid  was  left  a  day  behind 
in  charge  of  two  of  his  comrades  who  eventually  turned  up 
without  him ;  on  search  being  made  no  trace  of  him  could  be 
found,  and  the  pariy  returned  without  him  to  Hall  Sound.  This 
Tendered  a  third  trip  to  Mafula  necessary,  for  rumours  came 
that  the  man  had  been  eaten  there,  which  indeed  proved  to  bo 
the  case.  On  Mr.  Giulianetti's  return  to  Mafula  he  met  at  first 
only  the  fighting  men,  and  they  evidently  expected  to  be  at- 
tacked. It  turned  out  that  the  principal  ofFender  who  had  found 
the  sick  constable  and  killed  and  eaten  him,  was  the  same 
Chivua  chief  above  mentioned.  He,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to' 
say,  was  not  present.  A  reward  was  at  once  offered  for  him 
but  without  success,  and  the  Government  Agent  had  to  return 
after  a  few  days'  stay  without  having  got  him.  Altogether 
Mafula  h:\s  unfortunate  associations  connected  with  its  first 
acquaintance  with  tHe  Government. 

Dr.  Blayney  in  his  report  states  that  there  are  now  92  village 
constables,  31  of  whom  are  chiefs  in  his  district,  and  that  every 
year  shows  increased  eflicieucy,  while  blackmailing  has  become 
a  thing  of  Uie  past  They  have  Uiemselves  erected  excellent 
quarters  for  the  Magistrate  and  his  police  at  Maopa,  in  the  Annua 
District. 

Dr.  Blayney  at  the  end  of  his  report  gives  a  short  account 
of  the  progress  of  the  European-owned  plantations  in  his 
district. 

Eastern  Division, 

Mr.  Moreton,  the  Itesident  Magistrate,  in  hia  report,  gives 
accounts  of  various  visits  to  different  parts  of  his  district.  The 
most  serious  local  occurrence  during  the  year  was  the  rising 
in  the  Trobriands  and  the  overthrow  of  the  old  Chief  Enamakala, 
his  village  being  burned  and  food  gardens  pillaged  and  destroyed. 
A  report  was  at  once  sent  to  the  Magistrate  at  Samarai  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Fellows,  of  the  "Wesleyan  Mission,  and  Mr.  Moreton 
proceeded  there  immediately  with  a  small  force  of  constabulary. 
An  ambushed  attack  was  made  on  his  party,  but  the  rebels 
were  put  to  flight  with  one  volley,  no  lives  were  lost,  and  they 
at  once  sued  for  peace.  They  were  told  at  once  to  restore  the 
old  chief,  rebuild  his  villages,  replant  his  irardens,  and  make 
other  proper  reparation  for  their  misconduct ;  these  they  promised 
to  faithfully  carry  out  and  did,  the  Magistrate  taking  six  of  tha 
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flons  of  the  principal  among  tliem  as  liostt^r^S)  these  lads  were 
well  taken  care  of  at  Samarai  and  instructed  in  the  ways  of  the 
Government,  and  finally  taken  back  by  Mr.  Moreton  to  their 
homes.  Knamakala,  howtver,  never  recovered  the  shock  and 
died  shortly  after  the  ceremony  of  restoration  of  peace-making 
had  heen  performed. 

Finding  a  party  of  miners  near  Cape  Nelson  trying  to  find 
their  way  inland  to  the  back  of  Collingwood  Bay,  Hr.  Moreton 
veiy  considerately  went  with  them  inland  for  four  days  to  place 
them  on  good  tarmB  with  the  natives,  ^'o  gold  was  found  by 
them,  but  he  says  that  the  country  ia  well  worth  prospecting, 
and  that  there  is  plenty  of  good  land  there  unoccupied  which  can 
be  made  available  for  sale.  A  trip  wba  also  made  to  the  village 
<if  Biridumudumu,  at  the  back  of  Cape  Vogel,  to  make  some 
arrests  for  murders.  He  reports,  "  The  country  about  this  part 
would  do  well  for  cattle,  open  grass  with  thin  belts  of  scrub,  and 
plenty  of  water." 

The  magistrate  mentions  the  death  of  two  young  boys  who  had 
been  left  by  themselveB  with  some  uncooked  food  and  a  few  boxes 
of  matches  on  an  uninhabited  island  by  a  Greek  trader  to  collect 
turtle-shell,  and  were  found  dead  a  few  days  afterwards  by  some 
natives  visiting  the  island.  Steps  have  been  taken  which  will 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  a  pitiable  thing. 

An  expedition  was  made  to  the  Paiwa  people  in  Qoodenough 
Bay,  who  for  some  time  have  been  behaving  in  a  disorderly 
way,  committing  murders,  and  sending  defiant  messages  to  the 
GoTemment.  As  is  commonly  the  case  in  such  instances  they 
did  not  wait  for  the  magistrate  and  his  little  force,  but  dis- 
appeared the  moment  they  heard  be  was  coming.  He  was  un- 
able to  secure  the  ringleaders,  but  has  since  bad  e.  further 
reckoning  with  them.  He  mentions  a  remarkable  instance  of 
forbearance  on  the  part  of  his  corporal,  who,  though  a  spear 
grazed  his  forehead,  forbore  to  fire  his  rifle  and  secured  his 
opponent. 

Mr.  Moreton  also  went  with  Captain  Barton  on  a  successful 
expedition  to  the  country  behind  Fyfe  Bay,  Mullens  Harbour, 
and  Oranerie  Bay,  where  they  found  a  large  tract  of  good  agri- 
cultural land  which  he  says  could  he  easily  opened  up  with  a 
light  railway. 

The  native  population  suffered  very  severely  from  want  of 
food.  The  heavy  gale  in  the  previous  year  seriously  diminished 
the  food  supply,  added  to  which  there  was  a  bad  drought  in 
many  parts  of  the  coast.  The  Islands  of  the  d'Entrecaateaux 
Group  appear  to  have  suffered  the  worst,  aad  many  of  the  natives 
who  were  starving  were  only  too  glad  to  be  signed  on  as  carriers 
for  the  gnldfielda.  From  the  number  of  desertions,  in  many 
cases  resulting  in  the  runaways  being  killed  and  eaten  by  the 
save.ire  tribes  in  whose  country  they  were  found,  it  seems  that 
many  of  them  repented  of  their  bai^n.     The  total  number  of 
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Bbitisii     laboarers  who  engaged  under  contracts  in  the  district  during  111© 
Nkw        period  under  report  was  1,323.     There  was  some  trouble  with  the 
189^900    °^^^^^^  ^^  ^^<^  gf'^^-^^gg'^g^  ^t  the  back  of  Milne  Bay,  who  had 
_^    '   been  thieving  from  the  miners,   and  threat«ned  to  resist  the 
Government  authorify.       This   was    promptly  dealt    with   by- 
Mr.  Symona,  the  assistant  magistrate,  who  arrested  several  of 
them,  since  which  they  have  given  no  further  trouble  of  any 
consequence.       Samarai  is  improving.      New  buildings,  public 
ofBce  extension,  hotels,  stores,  a  small  hoepital,  a  school  for  the 
children  of  Europeans  under  the  management  of  the  Anglican. 
Mission  all   evidence  the  efforts  of  the   community  to  supply 
these  elementary  wants  of  civilisation.     The  greatest  obstacle  of 
all  to  much  extension  at  Samarai  is  that  the  island  is  much  too 
small.     It  is,  however,  very  difficult  to  find  another  suitable  place 
for  a  township  anywhere  in  the  vicinity. 

With  regard  to  industries  in  his  district  Mr.  Moreton  does  not 
give  a  very  encouraging  account.  The  gold  return  is  apparently 
much  less  than  in  last  year,  but  is  is  very  difficult  to  tell  what 
the  real  amount  of  gold  taken  out  of  the  country  is.  Alluvial 
dicing  at  Milne  Bay  has  almost  ceased,  though  there  is  a  report 
of  new  finds  there.  Pearl-shell,  copra,  and  rubber  all  show  a 
considerable  falling  off.  Black-lip  shell,  and  beche-de-mer  kept 
about  the  same. 

The  average  number  of  prisoners  in  the  gaol  at  Samarai,  mostly 
for  minor  local  offences,  was  82.  The  magistrate  reports  that 
the  health  of  the  prisoners  was  good,  though  there  were  six  deaths 
from  the  prevailing  epidemics  of  pneumonia  and  dysentery. 
Mr.  Moreton  also  reports  a  severe  epidemic  of  dysentery  in  the 
Trobriands.  The  introduction  of  •  whooping-cough  from  Cook- 
town  to  Samarai  and  its  rapid  and  disastrous  spread  has  been 
already  mentioned. 

A  medical  officer  was  appointed  for  the  district,  with  his  head- 
quarters at  Samarai,  and  a  hospital  has  been  started  under  a 
local  committee,  supported  by  private  subscriptions,  supple- 
mented by  an  equivalent  grant  from  the  Government.  The 
hospital  is  attended  by  the  Government  Medical  Officer,  the 
committee  paying  for  his  services  a  sum  fixed  with  the  approval 
of  the  Government. 

The  northern  part  of  the  Eastern  District  from  Cape  Vogel 
was  this  y%ar  transferred  to  the  North-Eastem  District.  There 
are  41  village  constables  in  the  Eastern  District. 

Two  small  steamers — the  "  Adelaide,"  about  129  tons  gross, 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Clunn  and  Sons,  and  the  "  President,"  about 
60  tons  gross,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Whitten  Bro8.--have  been 
running  at  various  times  between  Cooktown,  Samarai,  "Woodlark 
Island,  Cape  Nelson,  and  the  Mambare,  which  has  proved  a 
very  great  convenience  to  the  public.  Port  Moresby,  the  seat 
of  the  Government,  havii^  no  means  of  regular  communication 
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with  Samara!,  liaa  no  share  ia  this  benefi*.  but  storeB,  Ac.,  are  ^^y^" 
now  forwarded  from  Samarai  to  the  other  places  at  which  the  onnjaA, 
steamers  ma;  be  calling^-  1899~190O 


South-Eaatem  Divition. 

The  report  of  the  Eesident  Magistrate,  Mr,  Campbell,  shows 
that  the  district  is  as  quiet  as  usual.  He  thinks  the  native 
population  is  at  a  standstill,  and  that  this  is  due  to  the  common 
practice  of  abortion  amongst  the  younger  married  women,  t^e 
husband  beine  a  consenting  party.  This  is  not  a  good  sign  for 
the  future.  The  custom  is  an  old  one,  and  Mr.  Campbell  is 
hopeful  that  time  will  cure  it.  Many  deaths  occurred  from 
whooping-cough  and  bronchitis.  There  were  601  natives  under 
labotir  agreements.  There  are  21  village  constables  in  tie 
district.  There  was  a  decrease  of  serious  crime.  There  were 
41  prisoners  on  the  gaol  register  during  the  year;  their  conduct 
and  health  were  both  excellent. 

Owing  to  the  increase  of  mining  work  at  Woodlark  Island 
an  assistant  magistrate  and  warden,  Mr.  Bramell,  formerly 
Government  Agent  for  Mekeo  District,  and  latterly  employed 
in  the  Treasury  at  Port  Moresby,  was  appointed  for  Woodlark 
Island,  thus  freeing  the  resident  magisb^te  for  other  work  in 
his  district. 

Mining  at  Sudest  has  stopped ;  the  "  British  New  Oninen 
Proprietary  Company  "  have  closed  their  operations,  and  there 
are  no  Europeans  engaged  at  alluvial  mining  now ;  the  natives 
glean  a  little  gold  from  the  creeks.  At  Misima  (St.  Aignans) 
some  16  miners  were  working  alluvial  ground  with  poor  result. 
A  reported  discovery  of  copper  awaits  further  investigation. 

Woodlark  Island  is  the  centre  of  the  gold  industry.  75  gold 
leases,  including  745  acres,  have  been  applied  for,  the  total 
number  of  mining  leases  in  the  district,  including  Sudeat  and 
Misima,  was  82,  including  881  acres,  but  these  last  may  be  left 
out  of  account.  The  Warden's  court  dealt  with  381  applications. 
The  revenue  of  the  district  amounted  to  £1,614,  £1,073  morn 
than  in  the  previous  year,  owing  to  the  development  of  the  gold 
industry  at  Woodlark  Island.  It  is  likely  to  still  further  in- 
crease next  year,  if  the  two  larger  companies  erect  their  ma- 
chinery. 

The  European  population  on  30th  June  was  113,  of  whom  76 
were  at  Woodlark  Island. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  the  commercial  products  of  the 
district  were  as  follows :  — 
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Product. 

QoMitit,. 

Value. 

Capttt          

23  ions 

£. 
1,150 

Bficha-do-Mer        

22    „ 

1,100 

Pearl  nhdl 

44     , 

400 

Black-lipped  ahell 

20    „ 

900 

Tortle-sheU 

800  Iba. 

500 

T<:tal           

- 

£3,000 

The  distirict  vessel  "  Muma,"  which  is  always  kept  in  most 
beautiful  order  by  Mr.  Campbell,  was  supplied  with  new  sails, 
and  ia  in  very  ^ood  aea-going  condition ;  she  ia  constantly  em- 
pl(7ed  amongst  the  islands  of  the  district.  Mr.  Campbell  speaks 
of  the  good  work  done  by  the  Wesleyaji  Mission  under 
Mr.  Williams  at  Panaieti;  tiie  church  attendtmces  have  in- 
creased by  310,  and  the  school  attendances  are  also  satisfactoiy, 
the  average  daily  attendance  at  the  five  Mission  schools  in  the 
district  ia  341.  The  work  of  the  Mimion  iias  been  hamppred  by 
the  whooping-cough  epidemic  and  by  an  unusual  amount  of  fever 
amongst  the  teacl^n. 


Northern  Divition. 

Mr.  Armit,  the  Resident  Magistrate  for  tbe  Northern  Division, 
reports  several  substantial  improvements  at  the  Govt-riunent 
titation,  at  Tamata.  They  have  now  38  acres  under  cultivation, 
and  coiild  feed  all  tbe  natives  on  tbe  station,  constabulary,  and 
prisoners,  on  native  food  alone  if  nothing  else  was  required. 
The  natives  on  the  river  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Station  are  on  very  friendly  terms  with  the  whites  and  the 
Government.  Many  of  them  are  returning  to  the  (Hra  and  Ope 
to  settle  again  on  tbe  Mambare;  they  are  cultivating  l&i^ 
food  gardens.  Mr.  Aimit  is  of  opinion  that  in  spite  of  the  un- 
usual mortality  this  year  from  whooping-cough,  the  native 
population  is  on  the  increase.  Tbe  natives  on  the  Upper  Ope 
have  been  troublesome  and  committing  robberies  on  the  carriers 
to  the  goldfields.  The  opening  of  the  Todda  Valley  Gold  Field 
has  brought  an  influx  of  prospectors  and  miners  into  the  country 
lying  *at  the  foot  of  the  main  range  between  the  upper  waters 
of  tiie  Kumusi  and  Mambare.  'Hie  natives  of  that  part  ara 
described  as  the  worst  that  have  been  met  with;  Uiey  are 
lavage  oumibals,  and  have  found  many  victims  amongslf  the 
Tinaway  carriers.     Mr.  Armit  made  an  efn-ditioii  uiirler  ijreat 
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difficulties  there  from  Tamata,  ifl  the  early  part  of  the  year,  Britibu 
to  explore  the  country  and  to  try  and  establish  friendly  relatiouB  „^^ 
with  the  DativeB,   and  make  Qxe  road  safe  against  attacks  on   ig^^_j9oo. 

parUeB  of  prospectors  who  were  making  their  way  up  from  the  ■     

Kumuai.  He  found  most  of  the  natives  very  hostile,  and  in 
several  cases  he  had  to  fight,  and  altogether  between  50  aud  60 
&re  reported  to  have  been  shot  in  various  encounters.  He 
describes  the  natives  as  being  usually  fierce  fighters,  throwing 
atones,  and  following  up  a  spear  rasb.  with  their  stone  toma- 
hawks. They  appear  to  be  treacherous  and  repulsive.  Mr.  Armit 
has  also  given  an  interesting  report  on  the  country  and  its 
prospecta  as  a  goldfield. 

It  was  evident  that  some  Government  authority  was  required 
nearer  to  the  new  field  than  Tamata,  and  Mr.  A.  Elliott,  the 
assistant  warden  and  European  officer  there,  was  sent  to  form  H 
atation  on  the  Kumusi  with  a  detachment  of  constabulary.  The 
station  has  been  established  on  the  Upper  Kumuai,  and  the 
Todda  Valley  is  periodically  visited  from  it.  The  life  oa  the 
river  and  at  the  field  is  most  severe,  the  distances  and  difficulti^ 
of  transport  have  made  the  cost  of  the  barest  necessariea  almost 
prohibitive.  Mr.  ArmIt  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the  gold- 
bearing  possibilities,  in  which  he  has  great  confidence,  of  both  the 
Albert  Edward  and  the  Todda  Valley  fields,  pointing  out  that  for 
want  of  proper  knowledge  and  appliances  much  most  valuable 
gold-bearing  country  has  either  been  passed  over  unnoticed  or 
has  not  yet  been  touched.  He  strongly  advocates  the  use  of 
hydraulic  sluicing.  It  is  likely  that  the  field  will  be  much 
further  developed  during  the  coming  year,  and  if  the  newly- 
proposed  dredging  industry  is  taken  up  it  will  give  a  great  im- 
petus to  the  district.  The  natives  of  the  Albert  Edward  country 
appear  to  have  been  very  friendly,  but  inclined  to  steal.  The 
opening  of  the  Todda  Valley  has  taken  most  of  the  miners 
from  the  Gira  field,  and  caused  a  falling-off  in  the  revenue 
from  gold. 

The  wet  season  appears  to  have  been  the  healthiest ;  during 
the  dry  period  from  April  to  June  there  was  much  sickness, 
several  cases  of  what  Mr.  Armit  takes  for  "  blackwater  "  fever 
having  occurred.  It  is  difiicult  to  say  without  professional 
medical  opinion  whether  this  is  the  true  blackwater  fever  which 
is  so  fatal  in  South  Africa,  or  an  aggravated  form  of  the  ordinary 
malarial  fever  at  this  country,  which  is  susceptible  to  medical 
treatment. 

Great  inconvenience,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  caused  by  the 
^frequent  desertion  of  carriers  on  the  way  to  the  fields.  As 
has  been  stated  many  of  these  were  driven  away  from  their 
islands,  especially  Goodenough,  by  stress  of  starvation,  and  aft^r 
the  first  relief  of  their  want,  when  they  found  the  work  distasteful 
or  too  hard,  Hiey  deserted  in  numbers,  often  occasioning  heav^^ 
loss  to  their  employers.  Mr.  Armit  mentions  one  instance  of 
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Bbitibr  at  least  41  loads  having  been  thrown  into  a  river  and  loet.  The 
""  natives  on  the  Mambare  at  first  used  to  bring  hack  deserters 
and  receive  payment  from  the  storekeepers,  but  Mr.  Armit  has 
come  to  the  conclusion,  "  that  they  now  levy  blackmail  and  let 
the  boys  go  free,"  When  the  Lieutenant-Governor  was  at  tiia 
station  last,  and  this  subject  was  discussed  with  the  Europeans 
at  Tamata  township,  he  suggested  the  formation  of  a  corps  of 
"  Road  Constables "  to  act  as  escort  to  carriers,  and  to  at 
once  report,  and,  if  possible,  trace  deserters.  The  presence  of  one 
or  two  constables  would  do  much  to  check  the  carriers  from,  at 
any  rate,  looting  or  destroying  their  loads;  the  cost  of  the 
corps  would  be  home  by  the  storekeepers,  a  trifling  item  in 
comparison  with  the  value  of  the  stores ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  matter  ever  went  further.  The  European  population 
of  the  district  is  stated  to  have  averaged  100  persons  during 
the  year. 

During  the  year  the  Anglican  Mission  opened  a  station  at 
Ume  Tillage,  on  the  Mambare  River,  under  the  Rev.  Mr,  Hines, 
but  his  health  giving  way  he  had  to  leave,  and  his  place  was 
taken  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Copeland  King,  under  whom  considerable 
progress  has  been  made  and  a  school  started.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Europeans  at  Tamata  township  it  was  decided  to  subscribe  for 
a  church  there  for  English  services,  and  a  site  in  the  Govern- 
ment reserve  was  offered  to  the  Mission  for  the  purposes  of 
erecting  a  church  and  school.  The  district  revenue  from  all 
sources  was  £225. 


Western  Division. 

There  is  no  district  report  for  this  year.  There  was  no  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  for  the  first  half  of  the  period,  and  Mr.  English 
acted  during  the  second  half.  The  principal  occurrence  of 
interest  was  the  expedition  with  the  Government  par^  fo  tiie 
Morehead,  already  referred  to. 

Mr.  Hely,  the  Resident  Magistrate  for  several  years,  who  had 
been  absent  in  Australia  for  nearly  two  years,  was  obliged  to 
resign  his  office  on  account  of  continued  ill-health. 

An  account*  of  a  boat  trip  by  Mr.  R.  Bruce,  who  resides  at 
Gehava  Island  in  the  mouth  of  the  Fly  River,  and  Mr.  Berne 
to  the  Baum  and  Betura  Rivers  which  run  into  the  "Fly,  is  ap- 
pended. Mr.  Bruce  gives  an  interesting  account  of  their  ex- 
periences with  the  natives  of  the  Baum— who  were  hostile,  and 
eventually  turned  them  back — and  with  the  "  Bore."  He 
mentions  the  eating  of  a  white  clay,  scraped  with  a  shell,  and 
eaten  as  a  relish  with  food  by  the  natives  of  the  Betura.  He 
is  of  opinion  that  the  Baum  carries  a  larger  population  than  any 
river  on  that  side  of  the  Gulf  of  Papua. 

'  Nut  printed. 
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Captain  A.  "W.  Butterworth,  ihe  Commandant,  went  on  leave     Guinba. 
to  Anstralia  in  NoTember,  and  while  there  was  selected  for  a   lo^g-'Sw. 
commission  in  the  Qneenaland  Contingent  of  Imperial  Bushmen 
for  the  war  in  SoBth  Africa,  where  he  is  still  serving.     During 
his  absence  the  force  has  been  under  the  command  of  Captain 
F.  E.  Barton    (late    ItoyaJ    West   India    Regiment)    Private 
Secretary  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

T^ie  report  at  the  Acting  Commandant  shows  that  there  were 
115  men  on  the  roll  (the  full  strength  is  at  present  130)  distri- 
buted in  eight  districts ;  32  at  head  quarters,  most  of  whom  form 
the  travelling  contingent  for  the  "  Merrie  England  "  on  the 
visits  of  inspection  about  the  Fosseasion,  22  in  the  Northern 
District,  18  in  the  "Western,  15  in  the  North-Eastern,  10  at 
Mekeo,  and  six  in  the  Eaetem,  South-Eastem,  and  Bigo  Dis- 
tricts, respectively. 

The  greater  majority  of  the  force  is  still  composed  of  Western 
men,  but  men  are  now  being  recruited  from  all  parts  of  the 
Possession.  Captain  Barton  incidentally  draws  an  interesting 
comparison  between  the  Western  and  Eastern  natives.  The 
health  of  the  men  was  on  the  whole  good,  some  severe  cases  of 
pleurisy  occurred  among  them,  and,  as  usual,  they  seem  to  have 
more  sickness  atMambare  than  anywhere.  Some  new  arms  were 
got  on  trial  (Martini-Henry  carbines).  It  has  been  decided, 
on  the  advice  of  the  military  authorities  at  home,  to  re-arm 
the  force  with  Martini-Enfield  carbines.  The  report  contains 
a  detailed  statement  of  the  various  patrols  made  by  the  Com- 
mandant with  the  headquarter  force  during  the  year  to  difFerent 
parts  of  the  Fossessiui. 

Gaol. 

The  report  of  the  head  gaoler  and  overseer  of  works,  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald, shows  that  the  number  of  prisoners  received  at  the  head 
gaol  at  Port  Moresby  during  the  year  was — males,  86 ;  fe- 
males, six;  total,  92,  which  was  22  less  than  the  previous  year. 
Prisoners  discharged — males,  61 ;  females,  four ;  total  66. 
Eleven  prisoners  were  transferred  to  other  district  gaols.  There 
were  six  deaths.  Five  prisoners  escaped  from  working  gangs, 
three  of  whom  were  recaptured,  as  well  as  three  others  who  luid 
^scaped  the  previous  year.  The  report  contains  a  summary  of 
the  classification  and  treatment  of  prisoners  imder  the  prison 
regnlations,  and  a  description  of  their  life  when  camping  out 
with  a  road  party.  It  is  very  often  said  that  amongst  natives, 
such  as  those  of  this  Possession,  no  stigma  attaches  to  a  man 
from  the  fact  that  he  is  a  prisoner,  but  this  is  veiy  doulAful. 
It  is  true  that  in  many  outward  ways  no  repugnance  is  shown 
to  being  in  the  company  of  a  prisoner,  and  he  usually  receives 
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British      tlie  same  share  of  food,  or  other  things,  as  any  free  man ;   he 
New        joins  nnrestrictedly  in  conversation,  or  even  games;  bat,  it  is 
isgg^lloj.  8®°^'^*'y  found  that  there  is,  nevertheless,  a  wide  gnlf  between 

him  and  his  free  companions,     ifr.   McDonald  describes  very 

well  how  nothing  will  induce  the  free  natives  to  work  with 
prisoners,  or  even  to  camp  with  him,  when  he  is  out  on  1he  roads 
with  ^em ;  but  he  remarks  that  no  stigma  rests  («i  a  prisoner 
Vho  has  been  discharged;  he  is  regarded  as  having  purged 
his  offence  against  ^e  law.  This  is,  of  course,  theoretically 
the  same  with  white  races,  hut  there  is,  in  their  case,  the  offence 
against  "  society,"  of  which  the  stigma  always  remains,  and  of 
which  the  offender  is  never  purged ;  this  is  the  real  difference 
between  the  degree  of  intensity  in  the  punishment  of  civilised 
and  uncivilised  men.  The  entire  abaolution  after  punishment 
is  carried  still  further  into  practice  here,  for  the  prison  has  be- 
come a  valuable  training  ground  and  source  of  qualification  for 
Government  employment,  and  that  this  is  so,  is  in  a  great 
measure  due  to  the  admiaistration  of  the  head  gaoler,  who  is 
given  a  deservedly  free  hand  with  his  prisoners. 

The  punishments  are  very  few ;  the  power  to  award  corporal 
punishment  exists  in  name,  but  the  punishment  is  never  inflicted. 
The  severest  punishment  is  shot  drill,  and  it  ia  satisfactory  to 
note  that  an  offender  never  requires  a  second  infliction  of  it. 

A  detailed  list  of  works  carried  out  by  the  prisoners  is  given 
in  the  report ;  amongst  the  most  useful  may  be  mentioned  the 
erection  of  a  large  timber  beacon  at  the  entrance  through  the 
main  reef,  which  was  much  wanted.  It  is,  no  doubt,  very 
satisfactory  from  a  moral  point  of  view  to  be  able  to  point 
to  decreasing  numbers  of  criminals,  but  in  the  practical  carrying 
out  of  public  works  here  the  dearth  of  prison  labour  is  becoming 
alarming. 

Lauds  and  Sttevets. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Government  Surveyor  appears  for  the 
first  time  in  this  Report."  At  the  time  it  was  written  the 
Department  only  consisted  of  the  Chief,  Mr,  Bussell,  and  one 
aspistant  surveyor,  Mr.  "Weame.  A  start  had,  however,  been 
maae,  and  at  the  present  moment  there  are  five  surveyors  with 
their  as  si  stents,  a  draughtsman  surveyor,  and  a  contract  surveyor, 
in  addition,  to  the  Chief  Surveyor.  This  will,  however,  belong 
to  next  year's  report ;  during  the  period  now  in  question  there 
were  only  two.     Mr.  Russell  gives  detailed  returns  of — 

(a)  The  total  areas  granted  in  each  division,  exclusive  af 
mission  sites  and  mining  leases.  The  total  area  grauted 
to  30th  June  was  14,017  acres,  of  which  9,231  were 
in  the  Central,  and  3,346  in  the  Eastern  Districts. 

"  Not  printed. . 
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(b)  Hissiw  Bitea  gnuited  to  SOfh  June,  1900— 


Mission. 

Number  of  Sites. 

Acraa. 

CeDtr&l,  Baatern,  and  Weatern  ;— 

LoudoD  Mission 

162 

719 

Central:— 

Sacred  HMrt  Mismon 

61 

696 

EaBtern  wni  South-Eastem  :— 

Wesleyan  Misrion         

100 

S33 

Eaatetn,  Nortb-Eattern,  and  Northern:— 

Anglican  Mission          

17 

292 

Total           

840 

2,339 

(e)  Surrey  work  done  during  the  year. 

((2)  Areaa  of  land  acquired  by  the  Crown  during  the  year, 
amounting  to  370,457  acres  (nearly  680  square  milea), 
all  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  21,200  acres  on 
the  Oriomo  River,  in  the  Western  Division,  are  situated 
in  the  Central  Division. 


(e)  Total  area  of  Crown  land  on  3(Hh  June,  1900— 

— 

Acres. 

Central  District      

Eaetem        

Roatb  Eastern        

North-Eastem        

Northern     

Western       

416,543 
1,945 
1,126 
NU. 

Nil. 
21,361 

Total           

442,965 
(=692J  square  miles.) 

Two  applications  for  large  areas  of  land  for  agricultoral  de- 
velopment— in  one  case  for  100,000  acres,  and  in  the  other  for 
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BsiTiBH  200,000  acres — were  received  from  vell-repreaeuted  Aiutralian 
Gdinka.  Bjfndieates.  As  tbe  areas  exceeded  in  both  cases  60,000  acres, 
1899-190&.  which,  under  the  arrangement  madewith  the  Fremiersof  the  three 

contributing  colonies,  is  the  limit  within  which  Uie  GoTemment 

of  the  Possession  can  deal  in  lands  without  reference  to  them, 
these  applications  were  at  once  notified  to  them;  and  official 
intimation  has  since  been  received  by  this  Government,  to  its 
great  disappointment,  of  the  intention  of  the  Government  of 
New  South  Wales  to  oppose  both.  As,  however,  the  matter 
is  not  yet  settled,  further  discussion  of  it  is  deferred. 

Uedical. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Blayney,  also 
appears  as  a  departmental  report  this  year  for  the  &st  time.* 
A  Medical  Department,  as  such,  has  been  established,  and  at 
present  consists  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  at  Port  Moresby 
and  a  medical  officer  at  Samarai.  An  endeavour  to  secure  two 
other  medical  officers  in  Australia  was  unsuccessful,  but  applica- 
tion has  ben  made  for  two  to  the  Colonial  Office,  to  which  all 
the  necessary  details  have  been  sent  Dr.  Blayney  reports  thai 
the  health  of  the  small  European  population  at  Port  Moresby 
during  the  year  was  good ;  slight  attacks  of  fever  were  common, 
but  serious  or  severe  cases  are  very  rare.  He  speaks  of  the 
establishment  o£  the  hospital  at  Samarai  as  meeting  a  much- 
felt  want,  and  instances  where  the  entire  absence  of  medical 
or  nursing  assistance  at  Port  Moresby  would  have  been  of  the 
most  serious  nature  when  dysentery  broke  out  there  while  he 
was  away  in  the  western  part  of  his  district  had  it  not  been 
for  the  presence  and  skill  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hunt,  of  the  London 
Missionary  Society  Mission  there.  He  draws  attention  to  the 
unsatisfactory  sanitation  of  the  European  township  at  port. 
Since  the  date  of  his  rep;>rt  a  Health  Ordinance  has  been  passed 
which  will  improve  matters  greatly  in  that  direction. 

With  regard  to  the  native  population.  Dr.  Blayney  states  that 
the  mortality  from  dysentery,  pleurisy,  and  whooping-cough  has 
been  extremely  high  this  year.  The  first  disease  is  now  endemic, 
and  the  necessity  for  trying  to  induce  the  natives  to  preserve 
their  water  supplies  from  contamination  is  dwelt  on — almost 
aa  hopeless  a  task  as  getting  them  to  follow  out  medical  advice 
in  cases  of  sickness.  Yaws  seem  to  be  on  the  increase,  but  not 
of  a  severe  type.  Ringworm  and  itch  have  taken  a  firm  hold, 
and  are  assisted  in  their  spread  by  the  uncleanly  habits  of  the 
people,  especially  with  regard  to  European  clothes,  which,  as 
lie  remarks,  are  never  too  filthy  to  strut  about  in.  The  little 
ihree-roomed  building  known  as  the  "  female  prison,"  which  was 
erected  in  the  days  of  the  Protectorate,  at  a  fabulous  cost,  as 

•  Not  priBted. 
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Tumour  goes,  was  removed  from  the  harbour  aide  of  port  to  Uio  Bsitish 

:g»ol  premises,  and  serves  the  purpose  of  a  hospital  and  for  the  New 

isolation  of  sick  cases.       It  is  hoped  that  provision  may  he  .^"ISJjf) 

made  for  the  establishment  of  a  small  hospital  at  port  before  " 
long. 

The  European  population  of  Port  Itoresby  on  30th  June, 
1900,  was :  Males,  31 ;  females,  4 ;  total,  25.  Births,  I  ^male), 
■  deaths,  1  (female),  during  the  year. 

A  report  on  the  health  of  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Moresby  by  the 
head  gaoler  is  attached  to  Dr.  Blayney's  report.  A  report  from 
Dr.  Taughan,  medical  officer  at  Samarai,  is  also  attached  to  that 

-of  the  chief  medical  officer.  'No  reference  is  made  in  either  of 
the  reports  of  the  medical  officers  to  the  great  danger  the 
Possession  was  exposed  to  from  its  proximity  to  Australia  during 
the  spread   of  the   plague  there.     But  it  is   a  subject  which 

-deserves  mention,  for  had  it  reached  either  Cooktown  or  Thurs- 
day Island — Mid,  aa  it  made  its  way  northwards  as  far  es  Cairns, 
the  probability  of  its  appearing'  at  any  time  at  either  of  those 
places  seemed  very  great^-it  is  difficult  to  see  how  we  should 
have  escaped  its  introduction  here,  especially  by  way  of  Thursday 
Island,  as  there  is  practically  no  effective  control  over  the  going 
and  coming  of  the  pearling  boats  manned  by  Japanese  and 
natives  amongst  the  islands  of  Torres  Straits,   which  form  a 

■continuous  chain  from  Thursday  Island  and  Cape  York  to  our 
western  shores.  It  was  in  view  of  the  great  danger  of  its 
introduction  by  that  way  that  it  was  considered  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  get  a  medical  officer  for  Daru,  the  port  of  entry 
in  the  west  which  must  b©  kept  open  in  any  ease,  for  to  close 
it  would  mean  to  throw  away  the  only  chance  of  supervision 
over  the  pearling  boats  coming  to  our  shores  as  they  do  now  for 
wood,  water,  or  provisions.  With  a  medical  officer  at  the  other 
two  porta  it  was  possible  to  take  proper  and  reasonable  pre- 
cautions such  B8  detention  in  quarantine  for  medical  inquiry, 
and,  if  necessary,  examination,  isolation,  and  treatment.  In 
the  other  caae  the  only  thing  the  Customs  officer  at  Daru  could 
do  would  be  to  put  everything  from  Queensland  waters  indis- 

■criminatoly  into  quarantine  for  the  longest  period  allowed  by 
law.  But  the  probability  is  that  it  would  find  its  way  ashore 
at  a  medically  unguarded  spot  and  b^in  its  awful  course  before 
anything  was  known  of  it.  It  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  what 
that  would  mean  here ;  and  it  is  but  proper  that  the  Possession  ' 
should  realise  with  great  thankfulness  what  has  so  far  been 
escaped.  With  the  decrease  and  practical  disappearance  of  the 
plague  from  Australia  the  immediate  danger  is  passed,  but  con- 
stant watch  must  be  kept  for  its  reappearance.  Three  cases  have 
been  recently  landed  in  quarantine  at  Thursday  Island,  in  one  of 
which  death  occurred,  from  a  steamer  from  Glasgow,  The 
disease  ia  said  to  have  been  contracted  at  Batavia,  where  nhv 

-called. 
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1899-1900. 


TiLun. 

Imports. 

The  report  and  statistical  returns  furnished  by  the  Treasurer- 
Bhow  that  the  GnatoniB  dues  collected  during  ihe  year  auder 
report  amounted  to  £10,821,  or  an  increase  of  ;E937  over  thfr 
preTions  year. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  was  £72,286,  as  against  £52,170, . 
or  im  increaoe  of  £20,116 ;  of  this  £8,050  was  specie,  of  which 
none  appears  in  the  returns  for  the  previous  year,  but,  suppos- 
ing that  none  wbs  imported  in  that  year,  it  still  leaves  an  in- 
crease in  other  general  imports  of  over  £12,000  in  faTOur  of ' 
1899-1900.  All  three  ports  of  entiy  share  in  this  increase,  but, 
as  is  natural,  by  far  tiie  largest  proportion  belongs  to  Samarai, 
thanks  to  the  gold  industry,  which  is  credited  with  £16,320  of' 
it  aa  against  £3,131  at  Port  Moresby,  the  centre  of  the  sandal- 
wood trade,  and  £665  at  Daru.  Increases  appear  under  all  the 
principal  items  except  hardware  and  timber,  in  which  there  was 
a  slight  temporary  decrease.  Drapery  shows  an  increase  of ' 
£820;  foodstuffs,  of  £4,223;  spirits,  £675;  trade  tobacco,  £786 
(trade  tobacco  is  the  ordinary  medium  of  payment  to  the  native 
population) ;  building  material,  £596 ;  boats,  £1,311 ;  and  mis- 
cellaneous, of  £4,172. 

The  total  value  of  imports  of  liquor  was  £4,697,  and  tobacco 
(exclusive  of  trade)  £464.  Trade  tobacco  amounted  to  nearly 
£6,000  in  value. 

Esports. 

The  total  value  c^  the  exports  was  £56,167,  as  against  £68,496 
in  the  previous  year,  or  a  foiling  off  of  £12,329,  but  of  this 
£12,069  is  given  as  ike  falling  off  of  gold  alone. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  get  at  anything  like  a  true  figure  of 
what  the  gold  export  is.  There  is  no  obligation  to  declare  it, 
and  miners  are  naturally  secretive  about  what  they  are  making 
out  of  any  new  place.  Reliance  has  to  be  placed,  for  the  purpose 
of  these  reports,  on  the  return  of  gold  imported  into  Cooktown, 
from  New  Guinea,  and  that  in  a  great  measure  only  represents 
the  gold  paid  to  the  storekeepers  in  New  Guinea  by  the  miners 
ia  payment  of  their  accounts  for  provisions,  Ac,  and  does  not 
include^  amounts  taken  over  privately  and  disposed  of  in 
Australia.  From  information  obtained  through  the  courtesy  of 
the  Customs  Department,  the  Eoyal  Mint  in  Sydney,  and  the 
banks,  for  which  a  grateful  acknowledgment  is  offered,  the 
actual  amount  of  gold  imported  from  New  Guinea  during  the 
year  under  report  was  valued  at  about  £33,500.  The  number 
of  miners  on  the  Gira,  Woodlark,  and  Milne  Bay  fields,  col- 
lectively, was  larger  than  in  the  previous  year;  but  the  block 
m  the  Woodlark  surveys  interfered  considerably  with  the  mining 
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Ahere  ibis  year,  and  tlie  moTement  to  the  Yodda  Talley,  as  British 

Mr,  Anuit  poiats  out  in  hie  report,  reduced  the  number  of  wort-  „^"^ 

jng  claimB  on  the  Gira  field.     The  solution  of   the  apparent  ■  ™!lgoJ) 

anomaly  in  the  increase  in  imports  while  the  gold  export  so  

decreased  is  due  to  these  causes,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
balance  will  reeorer  itself  this  year. 

There  was  a  serioos  falling  oS  in  almost  every  article  of  ex- 
port except  sand^-wood,  for  which  there  was  an  increased 
demand;  it  comes  from  the  Central  District. 

Pearl-shell  fell  from  £10,000  to  £6,000.  Black-lipped  shell 
appears  as  an  increase  of  £2,766,  but  it  is  not  very  clear  from 
previous  returns  whether  thia  is  now  given  as  a  separate  or  new 
item  formerly  included  in  "Pearl-shell";  if  bo,  the  decrease 
in  the  latter  will  be  proportionately  reduced.  Copra  shows  a 
decrease  of  £682,  but  this  is  due  to  Uie  efEect«  of  the  blow  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  Possession  in  the  previous  year.  With  the 
lai^e  increase  in  the  cocoa-nut  planting  by  the  natives  in  the 
east,  and  especially  in  Milne  Bay,  there  should  be  a  correspond- 
ing increase  in  the  copra  export  in  the  future. 

The  rubber  industry  is  at  present  languishing,  and  fell  off 
by  £457. 

As  Sir  F.  Winter  said  in  the  Report  for  last  year,  probably 
all  the  accessible  country  near  the  coast  is  worked  out,  and  tiio 
trees  destroyed  in  the  process.  There  is,  however,  an  enormous 
amount  of  good  rubber-producing  country  waiting  to  be  worked 
in  a  scientific  and  rational  way.  TTntil  and  unless  it  is  treated 
so,  it  had  better  be  left  alone,  and  it  is  infinitely  preferable  to 
see  a  diminished  export  than  an  apparently  flourishing  trade 
being  carried  on  at  we  expense  of  it«  capital  sources  and  ulti- 
fnate  ruin.  The  total  trade  for  the  past  six  years  shows  a 
remarkable  fluctuation,  probably  peculiar  to  a  new  gold 
country:  — 


■  -  -   — 
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Imports. 

Exportf. 

Toy  I. 

Incrwwe. 

1894-95     ...        . 

.    j       28,.S67 
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16,215 

£ 
44,582 
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189&-96    ... 

.    1       34,521 

19,401 

53,922 
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1896-97     ... 

51,391 

44,345 

95,767 

41,815    Z 

1897-98    ...        . 

4fi,971 

49,859 

96,830 

1.093 

1898-99     ... 

.  ,     t>'>,no 

68,496 

120,666 

23.836 

1899-1900 ... 

.  .       72,-i86 

66.167 

128,463 

7,787 
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Shipping. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  (exclusive  of  Ctovemmeat  vessels)' 
that  entered  inwards  from  beyond  the  FosaeBsion  was  112,  having 
a  tonnage  of  20,733,  against  92  of  19,583  tons  in  the  year  before. 
The  ontward  clearances  were  95  of  19,110  tons,  against  81  of 
19,191  tons.  The  to'tal  inward,  outward,  and  coastwise  vessels 
was  628  witli  13,221  tons,  against  668  with  16,886  tons.  All 
the  shipping  was  British. 


The  Post  Office  statistics  show  an  increase  in  letters  de- 
spatched of  3,306,  and  of  newspapers  received  4,95&.  Letters 
received  show  a  decrease  of  629. 

It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  the  Possession  should  now  have 
postage  stamps  of  its  own,  and  the  proposal  has  received  the 
approval  of  ibe  Governor  of  Queensland.  An  order  has  been 
sent  to  England  for  a  set  of  stamps,  end  it  is  hoped  that  they 
will  be  issued  some  time  in  the  conrae  of  the  next  year. 

It  will  also  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  public  when  the 
Australian  colonies,  and  consequently  the  Possession,  join  Uie 
universal  penny  postage  system.  They  are  the  only  part  now 
of  the  British  Empire  which  has  not  done  so. 


Revenue. 

He  total  estimated  Revenue  was  £12,463 ;  the  actual  receipts 
were  £13,834,  or  an  excess  over  the  estimate  of  £1,373,  and 
£2,152  over  the  receipts  for  1898-99.  Customs  and  Warehouse 
Dues  exceeded  the  estimate  by  £460,  and  the  receipts  of  the 
previous  year  by  £930.  Judicial  Fines  and  Fees  were  £55  over 
the  estimate.  Land  Sales  and  Leases  fell  £275  below  the 
estimate.  Liquor  Licenses  were  £34  above  the  estimate.  Fish- 
ing Licenses  were  £63,  and  Timber  Licenses  £20  above  the 
estimate.  &oldfield  receipts  were  £953  over  the  estimate,  and 
£1,436  over  the  previous  year.  Of  the  total  £1,763,  £1,652 
were  collected  in  the  South- Eastern  District,  almost  all  of  which 
wae  from  the  new  Woodlark  field.  Native  Labour  Fees,  a  new 
item  under  the  "Native  Labour  Ordinance  of  1899,"  appears- 
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for  the  firet  time  in  the  Revemie  return,    Aa  tte  Ordinance  Bbitibh 

only  came  into  operation  during  tlie  year,  it  did  not  appear  on  New 

the  Estimates.      Miscellaneons  receipts  were  £61  in  excess  of  ,SS"IS^ 

*lip  PstimntP  1899-1900. 


Expenditure. 

The  total  estimated  Expenditure  was  £20,264,  and  the  actual 
Expenditure  was  £21,301,  or  about  £1,037  more  than  the  esti- 
mate, principally  due  to  expenses  in  connection  with  Government 
Store. 

A  considerable  aaving  appears  under  General  Travelling 
Allowances,  of  £676,  but  there  was  an  excess  of  expenditure 
under  General  Transport  of  £2&4 ;  a  good  many  items  which 
used  to  be  charged  to  the  first  are  now  charged  to  the  latter 
of  these  votes. 

Anned  Native  Constabulary  shows  a  saving  of  £380  and 
Gaols  of  £241 ;  in  both  cases  the  saving  was  in  the  vote  for 
rations,  while  in  other  items  in  the  Constabulary  there  was  an 
excess;  the  Constabulary  were  not  up  to  their  full  strength 
'  (130),  and  the  number  of  prisoners  was  under  that  provided  for. 
Public  Works  Extraordinary  shows  a  saving  of  £721,  but  this 
is  due  to  several  of  tlie  works  not  having  been  taken  in  hand 
in  the  year  under  report;  they  will  come  into  the  next  one. 
Miscellaneous  shows  an  excess  of  £200.  Amongst  the  over- 
drawn items  is  General  Transport,  £264,  alluded  to  above; 
Printing  and  Stationery,  £131 ;  Land  Purchases,  £117.  Against 
these  there  was  a  saving  of  £188  on  the  vote  for  Chie&  and 
Tillage  Constables.  An  item  of  £3,696  appears  in  the  return 
for  which  there  is  no  vote  on  the  Estimates.  This  amount 
represents  the  value  of  supplies  in  the  Government  Store  avail- 
able for  issue  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year.  It  is  always 
necessary  to  keep  a  lai^e  balance  on  hand  in  case  of  any  emer- 
gency, and  while  this  amount  will  be  available  for  the  next  year 
thOTe  was  an  amount  of  £1,970  left  over  from  the  previous  year 
which  has  been  consumed  during  the  year  under  report.  A 
change  has  been  made  in  the  metitod  of  accounting  for  stores. 
It  was  the  practice  to  distribute  the  whole  cost  of  stores  pur- 
chased during  the  year  amongst  the  several  departments  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  as  their  unexpended  votes  might  allow. 
This,  however  convenient,  afforded  no  real  check  on  Uie  ex- 
penditnre  of  any  department;  the  excesses  of  one  were  covered 
by  the  savings  of  another.  A  proper  system  has  now  been  in- 
troduced, each  department  being  debited  at  the  time  with  the 
cost  of  its  supplies  on  its  own  requisitions.  A  Stores  Committee 
has  also  been  appointed  from  among  the  heads  of  the  departments 
which  supervises  requisitions  and  orders  for  stores. 
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BuTuii         The  foUotrin^  is  a  comparison  of  the  Beveone  and  Expenditure- 

New        from  1890  to  1900,  the  30th  Jone  in  each  case.     The  "  Merrie- 

18^300    ^"ff^"^'!  "  "  inclnded  al  the  ayerage,  £7,000  per  b 


Ye«. 

Bevemie. 

Expenditure ' 

1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1890           

3,016 

14^5      , 

21,975 

I89I           

2,674 

15,000 

22,000 

1892           

4,784 

15,000      1 

22,000 

1893           

4,605 

15,000      ■ 

22,000 

1894           

6,867 

15,000 

22,000 

1896           

5,110 

15,000      ] 

7,000  . 

22,000 

1896           

6,548 

15,000 

22,000 

1897           

10,664 

16,229 

23.229 

1898           

10,281 

»,991      1 

21,991 

1899           

11,683 

15,583      j 

1W,583 

1900           

13,834 

21,301      1, 

28,301 

While  the  revenue  has  increased  by  nearly  £11,000,  the- 
Expenditure  has  increased  by  £4,340. 

The  arrangement  by  which  the  three  colonies  of  New  South 
Wales,  Victoria,  and  Queensland  contributed  £6,000  a  year  each 
for  ten  years  to  the  administration  of  British  New  Guinea  ter- 
minated in  1898,  and  the  difference  between  the  Revenue  and 
Expenditure  is  now  being  met  from  the  "  Accumulated  Reveuue- 
Fund,"  which,  on  SOtt  June,  1898,  amounted  to  about  £20,000, 
and  was  calculated  to  last  for  about  eighteen  months  longer, 
after  which  temporary  arrangenientB  would  be  necessary,  pending 
the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Government  of  Australia,  when 
the  future  financial  administration  of  the  Possession  will  be 
settled. 

"Merrie  England." 

The  annual  appropriation  for  the  upkeep  of  the  "  Merrie  Eng- 
land "  and  the  two  steam  launches  remain  the  same,  £7,000.  The 
actual  expenditure  on  her  account  was  £7,933,  against  which 
the  refunds  for  victualling  Government  officers  or  private  persons- 
(the  passage  money  paid  by  private  persons  who  occasionally 
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-travel  in  hec  by  permiBsion  when  there  u  no  other  opportonity  Bbithh 
.for  them  is  aiUo  included),  amountiog  to  £633,  is  credited,  New 
leaving  a  net  expenditure  of  £7,300,  or  £300  in  excess  of  the  vote. 
TtuB,  however,  is  reduced  by  a  credit  balance  of  £161  in  hand 
from  the  previous  year,  leavinff  the  net  cxcdgb  £139,  with  which 
her  aoooiint  will  stand  debited  for  1900-01.  Part  of  this  U 
really  accounted  for,  as  will  be  seen,  b7  the  inclusion  of  a 
premium  of  insurance  for  part  of  the  previous  year.  The  three 
items  on  which  there  is  an  excess  over  estimate  are — 


— 

Estimate. 

Expenditure. 

Ezoea. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Victualling 1,030 

1,238 

238 

l>eck  and  engine-room  stores     ...              500 

716 

215 

Insarasce 340 

577 

237 

T...Ux™ 

690 

Less  eai-iiigs  on  other  lum 

890 

Total  net  escesB  as  above 


The  gross  expenditure  for  victualling  in  the  previous  year 
was  £1,594,  agaiast  which  there  were  refund  credits  of  £624, 
leaving  a  net  expenditure  under  this  head  of  £1,070,  or  £176 
less  than  in  the  year  under  report ;  but  there  was  more  travelling 
done  in  her  in  the  latter  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  it  is 
somewhat  dolibtful  whether  the  charge  of  i».  Gd.  per  day  for 
saloon  passengers,  whether  on  G-ovenuuent  or  private  account, 
is  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  victualling,  especial^  since  the 
heavy  increase  in  the  cost  of  tinned  meats,  Ac, 

Beck  and  engine-room  stores  are  items  which  also  vary  with 
the  amount  of  work  the  vessel  does. 

Insurance  covered  the  premiums  on  the  "  Merrie  England " 
for  eighteen  months,  owing  to  a  readjustment  of  the  ship's 
financial  year  to  correspond  with  that  of  the  Foesession,  and  £37 
for  insurance  on  the  launch  "  Euby  "  for  six  months  while  she 
was  at  work  in  the  west. 
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^N  ™  '^^  *°**^  number  of  miles  run  by  the  ship  was  16,021,  ier 
QniMBA,  "cord  total ;  the  coal  coDsiimption  was  660  tons  10  cwt.,  which- 
1899-190h,  was  divided  as  follows ; — 


TonB.   Cwt. 

Ship  (engines) 

Steam  launches 

Galley  Cooking 

•    608       15  (—26-3  knots  mn  per 
ton    of    coal   con- 
lumoa) 
31        0 

20      15 

Total       

660      10 

ITie  ship  was  continually  mnning  while  she  wa«  in  the  Pos- 
session; her  lonjfest  stay  at  anchor  was  while  she  was  waiting 
at  Danan  Island  for  serenteen  days  during  the  expedition  tO' 
the  Morehead  with  the  "  Buby." 

The  report*  of  her  survey  at  Brisbane  is  appended.  Her  ad- 
vancing years  necessitate  very  careful  overhauling  and  repairing, 
but  she  will  continue  to  do  her  work  for  some  time  to  come. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  though  in  unsurveyed  waters 
she  has  occasionally  been  aground  she  has  again  not  sustained 
any  damage. 

OfficiaIi  Staff. 

His  Honour  Mr.  F.  P.  "Winter,  C.M.G.,  Chief  Judicial  Officer 
and  Deputy  Administrator,  received  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood. 

The  Hon.  C.  G.  Murray  was  -  appointed  to  the  new  clerkship 
in  the  Government  Secretary's  OfBce.  He  has  Bince  been  ap- 
pointed acting  resident  magistrate  for  the  "Western  Division, 
and  his  place  in  the  Government  Secretary's  OfKce  taken 
by  Mr.  A.  "Walker. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Bensted  was  transferred  from  the  "  Merrie  Eng- 
land "  to  be  clerk  in  the  Government  Store. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Jiear,  of  the  Queensland  Customs,  was  appointed 
Sub-Collector  of  Custflms  at  Dam. 

Mr.  B.  Hely,  for  many  years  resident  magistrate  for  the 
Western  Division,  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  one 
of  the  oldest  officers  of  the  Possession,  resigned  his  appointment 
from  continued  iU-health,  and  ia  now  employed  in  the  Queens- 
land Government  service. 

•  Not  reprinted. 
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i£r.  A.  Englisli,  Government  agent  of  the  Rigo  District,  was  Skitibh 
appointed  acting  resident  magistrate  for  the  "Western  Division  ^jjjnraA, 
for  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  was  ultimately  relieved  hy  <ie99-lW0. 
Mr.  "HjiTtaj.  

Mr.  G.  A.  "W.  Mocckton  was  appointed  resident  magistrate 
for  the  new  North-Eaatem  Di\'  ' 


Mr.  B.  W.  Bramell  was  transferred  from  the  Treasury  and 
appointed  warden  and  assistant  magistrate  at  Woodlark  Isliuid, 
South-Eastem  Division,  and  acted  as  resident  magistrate  for 
the  Northern  Division  while  Mr,  Armit  was  on  leave. 

Captain  Butterworth,  commandant  of  the  Armed  Native  Con- 
stabulary, was  appointed,  while  on  leave  in  Australia,  to  the 
Queensland  Contingent  of  the  Imperial  Bushmen  for  service  in 
the  Transvaal;  and  Captain  F.  .R.  Barton,  Private  Secretary, 
was  appointed  acting  commandant. 

Mr.  P.  Weame,  C.E.,  of  Queensland,  was  appointed  Assistant 
Government  Surveyor. 

Mr.  C.  Taughan  (formerly  of  the  Bengal  Medical  Staff)  was 
appointed  medical  officer  at  Samarai,  for  the  eastern  part  of  the 
Possession,  provisionally  on  his  completing  his  medical  quali- 
fications for  registration  in  the  United  Eingdom  or  Australia. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Stuart  Eussell,  C.E.,  Chief  Government  Surveyor, 
*aS  api>oinicd  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Pos* 
session. 

Mr.  "W.  H.  Gors  was  re-appointed  a  member  of  the  Legislative 
Cbnncil  of  l^e  Foflseasion,  and  while  absent  on  leave  hia  platie 
was  filled  by  the  temporary  appointment  of  Mr.  Stuart  Russell. 

The  general  health  of  the  staff  was  good. 


Mission  TToek. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  not  immediately  available 
the  information  necessary  to  enable  a  short  account  to  be  given 
of  the  progress  of  the  work  of  the  several  mission  societies  in 
the  Possession.  In  future  they  will  be  asked,  if  they  like,  to 
send  in  a  short  report  which  will  be  incorporated  with  the  annual 
reports. 

The  London  Mission  Societies  have  received  two  additions  to 
their  staff  from  England  in  the  Rev,  C.  T.  Tomkins,  to  assist 
the  Rrv.  Mr.  Chalmers  in  the  West,  and  Torres  Straits,  and 
tiie  Rev.  E.  B.  Riley,  as  assistant  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lawes  at 
TatMnta.  The  Rev.  Mr,  Abel  and  Mrs.  Abel  went  on  leave  to 
England,  Mr.  F.  "W.  Walker  taking  charge  of  their  training 
school  at  Kwsto  till  they  return. 
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Britieb         The  girl  students  at  Kwato  liad  th»  ad-rantage  of  Htb.  Fletcher. 
New       of  the  'W'esleyan  Miraion  at  Goodenough  Island,  staying  with 
18MM9^  them  for  some  months. 

The  H«v.  Mr.  Schlenker  has  taken  the  first  step  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  new  inland  mission  to  the  interior  of  the  Kemp 
Welsh  District,  which  has  been  called  the  "  Mt.  Douglas  Mis- 
eion,"  and  a  station  has  been  selected  on  the  lower  slopes  of 
the  mountain  of  that  name,  and  two  teachers  have  been  placed 
there.  On  Mr,  ScElenker'g  return  from  Australia  early  next 
year  he  is  going  to  reside  there  himself.  Thi«  will  be  oi  con- 
siderable importance  to  the  Government,  as  it  will  open  up  and 
settle  a  large,  hitherto  little  visited  tract  of  country.  The 
Rot.  Mr.  Cribb  had  to  retire  from  work  owing  to  ill-health; 
he  has  since  been  succeeded  1^  the  Bev.  Mr.  Saville  at  Mtula, 
and  another  new  recruit  for  tiie  Society,  both  also  from  England, 
the  Eev.  C.  F.  Rich,  has  taken  Mr.  Schlenker's  place  at  Fife 
Bay. 

The  Wesleyan  Mission  have  lost  the  Bev.  Mr.  Field,  who 
was  moved  from  Tube-Tube,  in  the  Engineer  Group,  to  Fer- 
gusBoa  Island,  but  who  has  had  to  resign  from  ill-health. 

The  Anglican  Mission  have  added  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fumeau  and 
some  ladies  to  their  stafF,  and  have  lost  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hines, 
who  had  to  leave  from  ill-health.  They  have  established  a 
station  on  tiie  Mambare,  and  a  school  for  the  children  of 
Europeans  at  Samarai.  The  diocese  of  the  Bishop  has  been 
constituted  as  a  separate  diocese  by  the  Australian  Synod. 

The  Sacred  Heart  Mission  have  had  several  additions  to  their 
staff,  which  will  enable  them  to  extend  their  operations  into 
the  interior  of  the  St.  Joseph  District.  The  Rev,  Father  Alain 
de  Boismenu  was  appointed  Bishop-Goad juter,  and  proceeded 
to  Europe  te  be  consecrated. 


Meteobolooical. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  not  reliable  information 
or  systematic  records  of  the  rainfall  at  the  several  stations.  The 
Government  Secretary  has  furnished  a  report  on  the  subject 
and  a  summary  of  the  records  taken  at  Fort  Moresby. 

The  year  was  an  exceptionally  dry  one,  the  total  rainfall  being 
a  fraction  under  34  inches,  ul  which  a  little  over  20  inches  fell 
in  the  four  months  from  November  to  February,  and  10  inches 
in  April  and  May,  leaving  less  than  3  inches  for  the  remaining 
five  months.  Application  has  been  made  to  the  Royal  Meteoro- 
iogical  Sociely  in  England  for  the  loan  of  some  sets  of  proper 
instruments,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  the  request  can  be  granted. 
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There  was  more  rain  in  the  Eaeiem  Districta,  but  the  year     Bsitibh  ; 
throughout  has  been  disastrously  dry  iae  the  natiTeB,  and  much     ^^^^ 
suffering  has  been  and  is  the  result.  i^-^9ot' 

G.  R.  Lb  Huntb.  

Govemment  House, 

Port  Moresby, 

3rd  January,  1901. 


P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  a  report  on  the  Westeni  Di- 
vision has  been  received  tma  Mr.  A.  English  for  the  six  numthfl 
during  which  he  was  acting  as  Resident  Magistrate  there. 

The  report  contains  some  interesting  information  im  the  labour 
trade  in  the  district,  it  being  the  principal  recruiting  ground  in 
the  Possession.  The  subject  of  {he  better  supervision  of  ihoao 
employed  on  the  pearling  vessels  in  the  waters  of  Torres  Straiti 
requires  attentaon,  and  will  receive  the  close  attenti<ai  of  tiie 
Government. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  local  trade  oi  the 
district.  The  Customs  collections  w.ere  £230  more  than  in  the 
previous  year,  and  the  value  of  the  imports  was  £1,644,  an  in- 
crease of  £662 ;  while  the  value  of  the  exports — copra,  pearl- 
shell,  black-lipped  shell,  bSche-de-mer,  and  peanuts — increased 
by  £1,223. 

O.  R.  Le  EnrrB.  - 

4th  January,  1901. 
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No.  347. 

BRITISH  SOLOMON  ISLANDS. 


REPORT    FOR    1900-1901. 

(For  Report  for  1899-1900,  see  No.  320.) 


Vrc9tnteb  to  both  ^onsts  of  parliament  b^  Common])  of  l^te  ^ajectg, 
February,  1902. 


LONDON : 

FBINTED    FOB    HIS    MAJESTT'S    mi'ATIONEBT    OFEICK 

Bt  DABLINa  k  SON,  Ltd.,  34-M,  Bacox  Branr.  i:. 

Aad  to  Iw  tmriihMnil.  atther  directly  or  throng  mi^-  Bookaeller,  ttam 

ETBE  *  SFCnnSWOODE,  lUtf  HAWDOie  Srun,  Flux  Snnx,  &U;, 

Knd  39,  A.Hnr»Dow  Stmeet,  WssmmBTSB,  S.W.; 

or  OLIVJSU  St  BOTD,  EDnaanan; 

OT  E.  FONSONBT,  lie.   Ouvroit  Sranr,  DosLnt. 

1902. 

[Cd.  788-17.]     Priee  l^d. 
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The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majesty'i 
Colonial  PoBsessionB  have  been  isBned,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Boorces  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 
AJOTOAL. 


Na 

'Colony. 

321 

Lmio*    

1900 

S22 

Bermuda 

323 

St.  Helena         

324 

Siem  Leone      

385 

326 

Bwbadwi'"        

327 

Bahamaa 

328 

Tnrka  and  Caiooe  IsUndi       

329 

Malta      

330 

BtrutB  SettlementB      

" 

331 

Fiji          

332 

at.  Lucia 

333 

8eyehelleB          

334 

335 

336 

British  New  Guinea     

1899-1900 

337 

Leefraid  Islands            

1900 

338 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

339 

Britiefa  Honduras         

340 

Hong  Kong       

341 

Oeylon 

342 

Gibraltar             

343 

1900-1901 

344 

GoldCoaat        

1900 

345 

Grenada 

346 

Northern  Nigeria         

190aIi90I 

HISCELLANEOnS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Subject. 

1 

Gold  Coast        

Economic  Agriooltnr& 

2 

Forests. 

3 

Siem  Leone      

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Emigration. 

5 

Bahamas                       

Sisat  IndoetiT. 

6 

Hong  Kong       

Bubonic  Pl^ne. 

7 

Uineral  BeeoDroas. 

8 

Weatern  Pacific 

Bntish  Solomon  lalanda. 

9 

Domjnica           

Agrionltnre. 

10 

VirginlalandB 

Tital  Statiatiou  1698. 
Trade,  1699. 

11 

Grenada 

12 
13 

Angnilla 

Cook  Islands     

14 

Bahamas. 

Fibra  Industry. 

16 

Legal  Statna  of  British  North 

16 

Medical  Beports. 
Report  for  1896-1900. 

17 

Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands      ... 

le 

HoDg  Kong      

daring  1900. 

V  Google 


OOUWUI.  KIPOBTS — AKSVkU 


No.  347.  Beitibb 

BOLOKOK 
tSLAMM, 

BKITISH   SOLOMON    ISLANDS.       — 

(For  B^Murt  for  1S99-1900,  «w  So.  S20.) 


HiOH  CoiaassiONXS  Allaboice  to  Mb.  Chaicbe&lajn. 
Office  of  the  High  Commissioner 

for  the  Western  Pacific, 
Suva, 

Fiji,  6th  Novemher,  1»01. 
Sn. 

I'  HAVE  the  honoitr  to  forward  herewith,  for  yoor  in- 
formatioR,  a  copy  of  the  Beport  of  the  Besident  CommiB§ioner 
of.  the  Briti^  Solomon  Islands  Protecttmite  iar  the  year 
1900-1901. 

I  haTO  Ac., 

W.  L.  AXI.AEDYCE. 


elOfiBl*—7»— 11/1901     Wt!8616    Dft8-~G 
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Ubitibh     protectorate  OF  BRITISH  SOLOMON  ISLANDS.— 
Solomon  REPORT  FROM  IsT  APRIL,  1900,  TO  31st  MARCH, 

ISLANDB,  1901 

1900-1901.  ■  

"WHITE  AND  OTHER  FOREIGN  RESIDENTS. 

No  apecial  enumeratioa  of  tlieee  has  been  made,  but,  as  the 
date  of  the  report  coincided  vith  the  time  appointed  for  taking 
the  Census  throughout  the  Empire,  an  attempt  has  been  made 
to  make  the  present  return  as  complete  as  poeaihle. 

The  number  of  white  tuid  other  foreign  regidfflita  on  the 
Slst  Mardi,  1901,  amounts  to  76.  Of  these,  there  were  66  males 
and  11  females. 

Their  employments  and  oocupatious  were  as  follows :  — 

In  GoTemment  employment        4 

Melanesian  Mission  ...         ...         ...         ...         2 

Miaist  Fathers  Mission  (including  two  sisters)      13 
Engaged  in  trading,  prospecting   for    minerals, 

diving  for  pearl-shell,  and  scientific  pursuits  ...       48 
"Women  and  children         ...         ...         ...         ...         9 

Total      76 

The  nationalities  of  the  above  were  as  follows:  — 

British           oO 

French  (including  13  members  of  the  Marist  Mis- 

■ioa)          -16 

Philippine  Islanders          6 

Germans       ...         ...                     ...         ...         - . .  2 

Scandinavians          ...                     ...         ...         ...  2 

Japanese        ...         ...                     ...         ...         ...  1 

Total  76 


MOSTALITY  AND  SiCENESS. 

Three  deaths  have  occurred  among  the  white  and  other  foreign 
population  in  the  Protectorate  during  the  year.  In  two  cases 
death  was  due  to  natural  causes,  the  cause  of  death  in  one  case 
being  malarial  fever  and  in  the  other  blood  poisoning.  The 
third  case  reported  was  a  case  of  accidental  drowning  through 
an  accident  to  a  diving  dress. 

In  addition  to  the  above  reported  deaths  in  the  Protectorate, 
Mr.  N.  C.  Tindal,  a  prconinent  trader,  died  during  a  vitut  to 
Sydney. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  no  death  due  to  attack  by 
natives  hae  to  be  recorded. 
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Ko  deatii  or  accident  from  the  incautious  use  of  dynamite  has     Bbitisb 
occurred  daring  the  year.  Solomok 

An  epidemic  of  dysentery  prevailed  among  the  nativoB  during    igoc^ioni 

the  first  part  of  the  period  now  under  review,  but  does  not  appear 

to  have  been  very  fatal. 

An  epidemic  of  infiaenza  caused  many  deaths  at  the  west 
end  of  ihe  Protectorate  during  the  month  of  March,  but  on  the 
whole  the  year  may  be  considered  to  have  been  a  healthy  one. 


EEVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

A  steady  and  most  satisfactoiy  increase  is  again  appsirent  in 
the  Berenue,  which  shows  an  improvement  under  every  head. 

Naturally,  part  of  this  increase  is  attributable  to  the  reToine 
received  from  residents  in  that  part  of  the  Protectorate  which 
was  preTioudly  under  the  control  of  Germany,  but  this  does  not 
account  for  the  whole  increase. 

A  grant  of  £600  was  received  from  Imperial  funds  during  the 
year  in  aid  of  the  increased  expenditure  necessary  to  support 
the  new  Government  Station  at  the  western  end  of  the  Pro- 
tectorate, the  increased  force  of  Police  and  the  Government 
Vessel. 


Stat 

BMBN'T   OF   KeVENUE    AND  ExCENDlTCBB. 

Fenod. 

Be*enae. 

Ezpenditara. 

1897-1898     . 

£      ..    d. 
967    S    11 

£      ».    d. 
1,9»3    2    0 

109»-1899     . 



1,257    7  10 

1,030    1     8 

1899-1900 



1,464     1     li 

3,120    2    0 

1900-1901     . 

1,903  11  11 

1,926  13    7 

Cash  in  Bank  of  New  Zealand,  Sydney. 

Slst  March,  1901      

Cash  in  Chest,  Slst  March,  1901 


La» — Amount  due  to  Estates  of  p^sons 
deceased  


Protectorate  Funds  in  hand,  3Ist  March, 


1,116  10 
883    8 

3 
9 

£1,898  19    0 
232  12  U 

XI,766    6 

1 
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TRADE. 

EZPOBTS. 

Eatimated  valae  £28,260,  as  against  £21,381  for  the  prerions 
year. 

A  most  Batisfactoiy  increasft  is  apparent  in  all  the  principal 
articles  exported,  vith  the  exception  of  turtle-ahell  and  green 
snail-shell.     In  both  of  these  there  is  a  falling  off. 

Copra,  the  chief  article  of  export,  again  shows  a  marked 
increase  over  the  previous  year,  an  increase  which  ia  likely  to  be 
maintained  as  the  plantations  now  forming  hy  white  planters 
begin  to  come  into  bearing. 

Ivory  nuta  have  again  been  enquired  for  in.  small  quantities, 
but  the  price  offered  is  not  a  remunerative  one,  and  no  large 
shijHnente  are  likely  to  be  made  unless  the  price  improves.  It 
is  anticipated  that  an  increased  demand  for  this  product  is 
likely  to  occur. 

The  export  of  pearl-shell  shows  a  marked  increase  over  the 
previous  return,  the  improvement  being  chiefly  in  the  mure 
valuable  gold-lipped  variety.  The  quantity  of  this  obtained  ia 
likely  to  be  well  maintained  in  the  future. 

The  quantity  of  turtle-shell  exported  exhibits  a  cousiderablo 
falling  off,  for  which  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  account,  uslees 
it  is  t^t  fewer  canoes  have  visited  the  favourite  turtling  grirunds 
ia  Manning  Straits  in  consequence  of  Uie  means  adopte-^  to 
suppress  head  hunting. 

The  increase  in  the  export  of  beche-de-mer  is  chiefly  due 
to  the  amount  shipped  from  Santa  Cruz,  but  more  attention 
has  been  paid  to  this  product  by  traders  generally  than  for  some 
years  past. 

The  price  of  green  snail-shell  has  not  been  so  satisfactory,  and 
consequently  leas  has  been  shipped.  Local  stocks  have  been 
held  back,  and  an  improvement  in  the  price  would  at  once  lead 
to  increased  shipments. 

Ihpo&ts. 

The  imports  have  increased  slightly  during  the  year.  Tobacco, 
as  the  chief  medium  of  exchange,  holds  the  foremost  place. 
Calico,  axes,  knives  and  other  hardware,  timber  for  house- 
building, corrugated  roofing,  kerosene,  ship  chandlery,  tinned 
provisions,  flour,  biscuits,  beer,  and  apirits  are  among  the  other 
articles  imported. 

Rice  is  largely  used  by  the  traders  to  supplement  the  supply 
of  native  food  when  the  latter  is  scarce.  Th^  natives  are  very 
fond  of  it  and  it  is  almost  as  cheap  as  native  food. 

Coal  to  the  amount  of  1,200  tons  was  imported,  chiefly  for  the 
use  of  His  Majesty's  ships. 

The  natives  continue  to  buy  boats,  imd  several  arrive  from 
Sydney  by  every  ateuner. 
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Bbitim  LABOUE   trade. 

lauNDB,         Nine  labour  sliipB  visited  the  Protectcwate  during  the  period 
1900-1901.    under  review.     All  of  them  Iiailed  inaa  Queensluid. 

Of  these,  three  made  three  voyages,  two  made  two  voyages, 
and  four  made  one  voyage,  or  a  total  of  17  voyages  in  all. 

Ill  spite  of  the  rigorous  search  imposed  \fy  the  Queensland 
Authorities,  it  is  feared  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  rifle 
ammunitioa  ie  still  brought  back  b|y  rBtuming  labourers. 

It  is  believed  that  natives  of  Mala  are  forced  to  recruit  by 
their  chiefs  with  the  sole  view  of  their  being  able  to  smuggle 
rifles  or  ammunition  back  with  them  at  the  expiration  of  their 
three  years'  engagement. 

It  is  positively  known  that  natives  engage  to  serve  as  boate' 
crew  on  board  the  labour  ships  with  this  object  in  view. 

0reat  ingenuity  is  shown  in  the  concealment  of  contraband. ' 
Rifles  have  been  hidden  in  the  vessel's  tops,  in  the  galley  ftumel, 
in  the  water  tanks,  or  fastened  to  a  fishing  line  and  put  over- 
boai'd  during  the  time  when  the  vessel  was  being  searched. 

Cartridges  are  found  in  all  sorts  of  curious  places,  as,  for 
instance,  concealed  under  a  woman's  skirts,  in  a  saucepan,  in 
the  bunt  of  a  furled  sail,  and  packed  as  an  original  package  of 
tobacco. 

No  case  of  illegal  recruiting  has  been  reported.  The  increased 
attention  paid  to  the  Santa  Cruz  Group  1^  His  Majesty's  ships 
during  the  past  season  has,  it  is  hoped,  put  a  stop  to  this. 

Should  the  recruiting  of  labourers  for  the  Queensland  planta- 
tions be  stopped  altogether  by  the  Federal  Australian  Govern- 
ment, as  is  probable,  the  effect  would  be  to  render  available  a 
larger  supply  of  labourers  for  local  requirements. 

The  area  of  land  under  cultivation  as  plantations  by  white 
owners  in  the  Protectorate  is  an  annually  increasing  one,  and 
the  planting  industry  will  develop  rapidly  if  no  obstacles  are 
placed  in  the  way  of  legitimate  planting  enterprise 

The  immediate  result  of  the  abolition  of  the  Queensland  Jabour 
trade  would  mean  a  serious  loss  of  revenue  to  the  Protectorate 
from  the  licenses  now  payable  by  labour  ships.  It  is  hoped, 
however,  that  this  would  eventually  be  compensated  for  1^  the 
increased  revenue  received  locally. 

The  addition  to  the  Protectorate  of  the  islands  ol  Teabel  and 
Choisenl,  Ac,  has,  of  course,  thrown  {Eese  islands  open  to  the 
Queensland  recruiting  vessela. 
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One  or  two  Te§BeU  visited  Yeabe),  bnt  with  7017  poor  sucoesa,  Btttrisu 
and  it  is  not  considered  probable  tbat  these  natives  will  ever  SoloWom 
engage  in  any  numbers  for  Queensland.  iowiuISm 

One  labour  vessel  visited  Lord  Howe's  Group,  but,  it  ia  under- 
stood, without  success. 

In  consequence  of  a  doubt  existing  as  to  whether  the  Lord 
Howe  natives  were  suited  to  work  upon  the  Queensland  planta- 
tions, enquiries  were  addressed  to  Uie  Immigration  Agent  in 
Brisbane,  who,  having  made  enquiries,  replied  tbat  they  had 
been  generally  found  suitable. 

The  replies  of  ^e  various  District  Inspectors  were  as 
follows :  — 

Bimdaherg. 

Re  Lord  Howe  Islanders,  17  arrived  in  1887 — 13  rertumed  end 
term.     So  far  as  I  remember  think  them  suitable, 

Ingham.. 

There  were  22  Lord  Howe  Islanders  an  "  Stormbird,"  T/10/8I, 
in  this  district  some  years  ago.  Am  given  to  understand 
they  were  suitable. 

Matyborougk. 

So  not  know  of  any  Lord  Howe  Islanders  having  bean  re- 
cruited for  this  district,  but  two  work  here — strong,  healthy, 
good  workers. 


Am  informed  Lord  Howe  Islanders  were  recruited  for  this 
district  some  years  back,  but  found  not  up  to  the  standard. 


SHIPPING. 


Regular  sieua  communication  with  Sydney  has  now  been 
established  by  means  of  Messrs.  Bums  Fhilp  and  Co.'b  steamer, 
running  to  schedule  time,  every  two  months.  The  service  has 
been  in  every  way  better  conducted,  and  lose  of  time  on  the 
port  of  local  traders  has  been  avoided,  as  the  steamer  now  calls 
at  r^nlar  intervals,  and  the  long  periods  of  wasted  time,  waiting 
for  tiie  steamer  to  arrive  on  an  uncertain  date,  are  consequently 
avoided. 
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BuTiBH  l^e  trade  of  the  Protectorate  has  now  aniTed  at  a  sta^  when 

BoLoiiON     a  direct  steamer  from  Sydney  is  certainly  warruLted. 
lUAMn,  •>       <^  ■> 

1W&-190U        iTie  present  eerrice,  consisting  at  Uie  two  steamers  "  Mam- 

^~*        l>ere  "  and  "  l^tua,"  is  subsidized  I^  the  QoTemment  of  Ifew 

South  Wales  to  the  extent  of  £2,000  a  year  for  carrying  mails. 

T'nder  their  contract,  Messrs.  Bums  Fhilp  despatch  a  steamer 
on  the  let  of  each  month  fron\  Sydney,  calling  at  Lord  Howe  uid 
Xorfolk  lelandB  on  bot^  the  outward  and  homeward  trips.  The 
"  Mambare,"  after  leavinff  Norfolk  Island,  confines  herself  to 
the  New  Hebrides  trade.  The  "  Titos,"  after  leaving  Norfolk 
Island  calls  at  Vila  only,  in  the  New  Hebrides,  then  at  Santa 
Cruz,  and  devotes  the  remainder  of  the  voyage  to  the  Solomons, 
returning  again  vid  Vila,  Norfolk  and  Lord  Howe  Island. 

The  distance  from  Sydney  to  the  Solomons  direct  is  about 
1,600  miles,  but,  in  consequence  of  the  detour  required  under 
the  conditions  of  the  subsidy,  the  distuice  covered  between 
Sydney  Euid  the  Solomons,  uid  again  on  the  return  journey, 
is  about  2,400  miles. 

The  visits  to  Lord  Howe  and  Norfolk  Island  can  be  for  senti- 
mental or  charitable  reasons  only,  as  these  two  places  have 
no  trade  to  speak  of. 

The  "Mambarp,"  calling  on  her  outward  and  homeward 
voyage,  would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  do  any  carryii^  or 
passenger  trade  which  Norfolk  or  Lord  Howe  are  ever  likeJy 
to  require.  As  they  are  almost  in  a  direct  line  between  Sydn^ 
and  the  New  Hebrides,  no  time  would  be  lost.  To  ask  the 
Solomon  Island  steamer  to  go  800  miles  out  of  her  way  on  both 
the  outward  and  homeward  voyage  to  call  for  perhaps  two 
boatloads  of  cai^o  and  a  ba^  of  maiU  appears  to  be  a  great  waste 
of  time  and  money. 

The  detour  to  Santa  Cruz,  tinder  the  ctmditioos  of  the  mail 
subsidy,  is  equally  futile.  At  the  present  time  there  is  one 
white  resident  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Qroup,  a  trader  who  ships 
all  his  produce  through  one  of  the  Solomon  Island  traders  and 
obtains  his  supplies  in  the  same  way.  The  Mission  stea^ner 
"  SouthMTL  Cross  "  calls  three  or  more  times  a  year  to  land  or 
renLove  a  white  missionary,  who  spends  about  ten  weeks  in  the 
island,  and  probably  has  no  correspondence  at  all  addressed  to 
him  at  Santa  Gmz,  except  what  is  brought  by  the  Mission 
steamer. 

The  result  is  that  the  "  Titus,"  when  in  the  Solomons,  has 
to  work  cargo  day  and  night  and  Sundi^rs,  or  it  would  be 
quite  impossible  for  her  to  keep  her  schedule  time.  Work  at 
such  high  pressure  must  certaiuJy  eventually  break  down. 
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Witli  a  direct  service,  the.  voya^  between  Sydney  and  the  Bbitisb 
Solomons,  which  now  occupies  nearly  three  weeks,  could  be  Solohom 
accomplished  in  about  eight  days.  "i.tun* 

An  opportunity  would  then  be  afforded  to  traders  and  planters 
to  ship  pineapplee,  bananas,  and  other  tropical  fruits,  for  which 
at  present  they  have  no  outlet. 

With  an  export  trade  to  Sydney  larger  than  that  of  the  New 
Hebrides,  and,  excluding  gold,  far  larger  than  that  of  British 
New  Guinea,  the  Solomons  should  be  worth  encouragement  from 
the  point  of  view  (A  New  South  Wales. 

Nearly  all  the  copra  which  goes  to  Sydn^  from  the  Solomons 
is  now  converted  into  soap  and  oil-cake  in  Sydn^  itself. 
Sydney's  consumption  of  copra  is  certain  to  be  very  largely 
increased  at  a  very  early  date. 

Sydney  mu«t  continue  to  be  for  many  years  to  come  the  base 
of  the  Pacific  Island  trade.  Melbourne  is  geographically  too 
remote.  Auckland  is  not  such  a  good  market,  either  for  buying 
or  selling. 

Whether  under  the  new  Federal  tariff,  which  will  place  them 
upon  the  same  footing  as  Sydney,  Brisbane,  or  another  of  the 
Queensland  ports,  which  are,  of  course,  much  nearer  to  the 
islands  than  Sydney,  will  be  able  to  capture  a  share  of  the 
Solomon  Island  traide,  remains  to  be  proved.  Certain  it  is 
that  they  have  not  been  able  to  compete  with  Sydney  hitherto. 

Sydney  has  had  the  trade  of  the  Solomon  Islands,  such  as 
it  has  been,  for  the  last  50  yean,  and  would  find  it  to  her 
advantage,  when  it  is  becoming  worth  having,  to  encourage  it. 

A  relaxation  of  the  condititMis  imposed  upon  the  Solomon 
Island  steamer  of  calling  at  Norfolk,  Lord  Howe,  and  the 
New  Hebrides,  under  the  terms  of  the  subsidy,  would  give  this 
encouragement  without  any  additional  cost  to  the  New  South 
Wales  G-ovemment,  and  would  confer  a  great  benefit  upon  the 
British  Solomon  Islands  Protectorate. 

The  number  of  vessels  employed  in  the  interinsalar  trade 
and  in  the  pearl  fishing  indusby  is  larger  t^an  for  the  previous 
year. 


.  lost  and  two  have  been  withdrawn 


One  small  vessel  has  bef 
fn»n  trading. 

The  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  pearl  fishing  indoatry 
is  now  seven.  Those  engaged  in  general  trading  number  about 
sixteen. 
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The  ships  engaged  i 
that  heading. 


L  tiie  labow  trade  are  referred  to  under 


A&EICULTURE. 


The  area  of  land  under  cultivation  by  white  men  in  the 
ProtectOTat*  continues  to  increase.  Most  of  it  is  planted  with 
ooco-nuta.  In  the  following  list  the  amount  of  land  under 
ooc<HnutB  only  is  taken  into  consideration,  land  used  for  growing 


»od  not  being  taken  account  of : 

Acres 

Santa  Amu.       

20 

Hgi          

10 

Marau  Sound      

...        35 

Eankan 

...      100 

Aola        

...      200 

Bara        

3 

Leu^      

...      100 

OaTutn               

...        80 

Ooremment  Station,  Tiilagi    . . 

75 

Eubiana             

60 

10 

Faisi        

10 

Foporang           

20 

Awa        

25 

FauTO      

...      800 

Maize  has  been  successfully  grown  upon  land  already  cleared 
and  planted  with  young  coco-nuts,  and  is  said  to  have  proved 
most  useful  in  cleaning  the  land  and  heeping  down  weeds. 
Samples  grown  upon  Guadalcanar  appear  to  be  of  the  highest 
quality.  'Hiis  article  will  figure  among  the  exports  for  the 
coming  year. 

The  experimental  oofEee  nursery  at  the  Govemment  StatituL 
at  Tnlagi  is  now  bearing  well.  A  supply  of  seed  is  available  for 
ai^  one  wishing  to  start  coffee  pluiting. 
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MINEIIALS.  BuTMB 

.SOLOHOIt 

A  party  of  prospectors  has  been  at  work  during  the  year  upon   ]9(xm90i. 
tiie  Islaad  of  Kendova  with  the  object  of  discovering  the  source        ^_ 
of  origin  of  the  very  rich  specimens  of  copper  ore  which  have 
from  time  to  time  been  produced  from  that  island. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  result  of  the  w(H-k  is  uncertain, 
but  satisfactory  indications  of  the  existence  of  copper  in  payable 
quantities  are  alleged  to  have  been  discovered. 


CLAIMS    TO   LAND. 


Under  "  The  Solomon  (Land)  Eegnlation,  1896,"  land  may  be 
acquired  for  the  purpose  of  a  trading  station  or  for  agricultural 
purpoeCB  by  purchase  or  lease  from  the  native  owners,  but  con- 
tracts for  the  acquisition  of  such  land  are  provisional  only  until 
confirmed  by  the  High  Commiasioner. 

It  is  required  that  a  tenth  part  of  the  area  of  land  so  pur- 
chased for  agricultural  purposes  be  cultivated  within  five  years. 

Under  "The  Solomon  (Waste  Land)  Eegulation,  1900," 
Certificates  of  Occupation  may  be  granted  by  the  High  Com- 
missioner for  any  land  which  i^  not  owned,  cultivated,  or 
occupied  by  any  native  or  non-native  person.  Under  this 
Regulation  it  is  hoped  that  large  areas  of  land  will  be  taken 
up  for  coco-nut  planting  and  ottier  agricultural  pursuits.  For 
coco-nut  planting  the  term  of  occupation  license  should  not 
be  less  than  50  years  and  should  be  renewable. 

Previous  to  the  declaration  of  the  British  Protectorate  certain 
transactions  had  taken  place  between  natives  and  white  men, 
alleged  on  t^e  part  of  the  latter  to  have  been  purchases  of 
land.' 

In  some  cases  these  transactions  were  reasonable  enough,  and 
by  Bubeeqaent  occupation  the  purchasers  have  by  this  time,  it 
is  presumed,  acquired  an  indefeasible  title. 

In  other  cases,  the  pretensions  of  the  alleged  purchasers  have 
been  of  the  most  extravagant  nature.  Square  miles  -of  huid  are 
claimed  to  have  been  purchased  for  a  consideration,  which,  when 
stated  at  all,  works  out  at  a  very  small  fraction  of  a  penny  per 
acre.     No  attempt  was  made  to  enquire  into  the  title  of  the 
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BuTiBu  native  vho  was  Buppoaed  to  sell  tke  laaA.  "nte  first  iLative 
SoLOHON  encountered  on  the  beach  waa  conBidered  good  enough  to  pur- 
'■"*'?■'  chase  from.  No  occupation  on  the  part  oi  the  claimants  has 
IIWOJSOI.   ^„  p,,^. 

A  Register  of  Claims  to  Land  has  hitherto  been  kept  in  the 
Office  of  the  High  Commissioner  in  Fiji,  and  supporting  docu- 
ments are  accepted  for  filing  upon  payment  of  a  small  fee. 

Claimants  have  in  most  cases  supposed  that  the  fact  of  registra- 
tion in  Fiji  has  been  sufiicient  to  establish  their  titles.  It 
cannot,  however,  be  too  distinctly  understood  by  would-be 
claimants  that  such  r^istration  is  not  regarded  as  the  record 
of  a  warrantable  title.  The  transaction  is  merely  placed  on 
record  and  nothing  more. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  a  similar  Begister 
of  Claims  and  documents  relating  to  land  is  kept  in  the  Office 
of  the  Beaident  Commissioner  at  Talagi. 

It  is  hoped  that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  putting  the  whole 
question  oS  outstanding  land  claims  upon  a  more  satisfacttHy 
footing,  and  of  disposing,  once  for  all,  of  certain  preposterous 
claims  which  have  been  lately  advanced. 

Until  these  are  finally  settled  one  way  or  the  other,  the 
agricultural  progress  of  the  Protectorate  may  be  said  to  be  almost 
at  a  standstill. 


METEOBOLOGICAL. 


The  year  past  has  been  one  of  unusual  dryness.  The  returns 
of  rainfall  have  not  at  present  been  kept  for  a  period  extended 
enough  to  enable  an  observer  to  estimate  the  average  annual 
rainfall  for  a  series  of  years,  but  it  would  appear  that  the 
rainfall  for  1900  was  very  much  below  the  average. 

Natives  have  complained  of  their  yam  sets  perishing  in  the 
ground  from  laok  of  moisture,  but  that  anything  in  the  shape 
of  a  drought  could  ever  be  experienced  in  the  Solom(ms  is  not 
to  be  supposed. 

Severe  westerly  and  north-westerly  gales  were  experienced 
during  the  monsoon  season  in  January,  and  were  especially  felt 
at  the  Island  of  Savo,  where  considerable  damage  was  done  both 
to  houses  and  plantations. 
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The  followinfc  is  a  taUe  of  the  rainfall  observed  at  the     Bkithh 
Government  Station  at  Tuiagi  since  October,  1897:—  Bolomok 


Table  of  Baimfall 

Obbbeved  at 

TuLAOi  IN  Inches. 

Honth. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

January        

_ 

9-51 

14-27 

12-20 

10-93 

Febniary      

- 

28-55  ■ 

12-04 

3-09 

12-46 

March           

- 

27-89 

17-47 

13-48 

10-83 

April 

- 

6-67 

20-48 

2-29 

- 

May 

-  ' 

4  19 

8-85 

5-83 

_ 

Jono 

- 

4-86 

1-26 

3-20 

- 

J-iy 

- 

4-86 

24-27 

3-24 

- 

A-Ht-"*         

- 

9-94 

8-36 

S-01 

- 

September 

- 

10-68 

lOiB 

6-41 

- 

October         

2-91  . 

10^23 

U-21 

912 

- 

Norember     

5-66 

21-14 

7-89 

10-62 

- 

11-03 

8-97 

19-03 

10-83 

- 

Total         

19-60 

147-39 

166-08 

82-32 

3222 

Compare  Trith  the  above : — 

BanfaU  at  Santa  Anna  in  1883  ...     125-03 inches. 
Bainfall  at  Ugi  in  1883  . . .     146-24  inches. 


GOVERNMENT  STATION,  TFLAGI. 

The  boildingB  on  the  Government  Station  at  Talagi  remain 
the  same  as  at  Qie  date  of  the  last  report. 

No  new  works,  in  the  way  of  buildings,  have  been  undertaken, 
but  the  lauding  wharf  has  been  repaired  and  will  serve  for  the 
present. 

The  Residence  and  Gaol  have  been  painted,  and  the  verandah 
of  the  former  has  been  lined  with  tongued  and  grooved  oregon, 
making  the  house  much  cooler. 
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Brituu 

BOLOMOH 

Iblamdb. 
1»0(>-1901. 


Tlie  are&  under  coco-uats  has  been,  iucreaaed  during  the  year 
to  75  acres,  and  a  further  area  has  beea  cleared  and  is  now 
available  for  planting. 

About  three  miles  of  drains  have  been  out,  allowing;  the  surface 
water  to  escape  quickly  after  heavy  raia,  and  reducing  the  risk 
c£  malarial  fever  by  curtailing  the  breeding  grounds  of  the  mos- 
quitoB.  Malarial  fever  has  in  fact  caused  very  slij-ht  incon- 
v^euce.  Attacks  occur  now  and  a^ain,  but  it  appears  to  be 
one  of  those  ailments  for  which  one  gets  no  sympathy. 

The  area  of  land  on  Tulagi  now  under  cultivation  considerably 
exceeds  100  acres,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  quantity 
of  rice  which  has  occasionally  to  be  bought,  the  natives  upon 
the  station  are  entirely  fed  upon  food  grown  upon  the  spot. 

Bananas  grow  wonderfully  well  upon  soil  that  is  by  no  means 
of  the  first  quf^ity  and  aSord-a  continuous  supply  of  fruit. 
The  variefy  grown  is  the  Cavendish  banana.  The  climate  of  the 
SolomtHis  appears  eminently  suited  to  it,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
if  there  was  direct  steam  communication  with  Sydney  that 
planters  would  grow  it  for  shipment. 

During  the  coming  year  a  return  may  be  expected  from  the 
coco-nuts  now  growing  at  Tulagi.  This  will,  of  course,  not  be 
from  those  that  have  been  planted,  but  from  those  previoudy 
growing,  which  never  before  bore  fruit  in  consequence  of  being 
choked  with  bush.  The  process  of  clearing  the  land  has  now 
forced  these  into  bearing. 

Young  trees  planted  so  recently  as  December,  1898,  have, 
however,  recently  shown  signs  of  flowering,  and,  in  another 
twelve  months  may  be  expected  to  give  a  small  return. 


GOVERNMENT  STATION,  GIZO. 

This  station,  which  was  formed  at  the  end  of  the  year  1899, 
is  situated  in  the  western  part  of  the  Protectorate,  and  was 
established  with  the  view  of  checking  the  head-hnnting  raids 
indulged  in  by  th^  natives  of  the  New  Georgia  Group  and 
adjacent  islands. 

It  possesses  the  advantages  of  an  excellent  harbour,  a  healthy 
situation  (malarial  fever  being  almost  unknown),  and  a  most 
picturesque  situation,  the  view  from  the  Residence  being  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  in  the  Protectorate. 

The  works  originally  consisted  of  a  reeidenoa,  and  gaol  and 
quarters  for  police  and  others. 

To  these  have  been  added  during  the  year  an  additional  house 
for  the  police,  a  boat  and  canoe  house,  and  a  landing  wharf  of 
coral  stone. 
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Advantage  baa  been  taken  of  bo  old  native  entreaohmeoit,  Beitub 

already  exdating,  wticli  haa  been  improved  and  added  to,  to  make  3ou>h<» 

the  quarters  occupied  1^  the  police  secure  from  attack.  1900^^ 

An  area  of  land  has  been  cleared  and  planted  with  coco-nut»        ~~~ 
and  other  native  food. 

From  old  coco-nut  trees  already  existing  upon  the  site,  an 
amount  of  copra  has  been  made  and  sold  durii^  the  year,  f^ving 
a  net  return  <A  £33. 


GOVEENMENT  VESSEL  "LAHLOO." 

The  G-ovemment  vessel,  which  was  purchased  during  the  year 
1899  by  funds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Protectorate  by  the 
Imperial  Oovemment,  has  continued  to  perform  everything  .that 
was  to  be  expected  fruu  a  sailing  vessel  in  a  locality  where 
long  periods  of  calm  are  interspersed  with  times  of  very  bad 
weather. 

The  "L(^loo"  has  been  maintained  in  the  highest  state  of 
efficiency  possible,  and  is  now  in  a  better  condition  than  she 
was  when  she  arrived  from  Sydney. 

During  the  year  she  has  been  continually  at  work,  except 
during  the  months  of  February  and  March,  when  she  was 
unavoidably  laid  up  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  all  her  sails 
in  an  exceptionally  severe  gale  encountered  about  the  end  of 
January. 

'  Except  for  the  period  mentioned  she  has  never  been  idle, 
and  has  visited  all  parts  of  the  Protectorate,  from  Santa  Cnut 
at  one  end  to  Lord  Howe's  Group  and  the  Bougainville  Straits 
at  the  oUier. 

It  is  evident  that  to  properly  patrol  the  whole  of  the  Pro. 
tectorate,  which  now  extends  in  a  north-westerly  and  eoul^- 
easterly  direction  for  a  distance  of  1,000  miles,  a  sailing  vessel 
is  of  but  small  use  compared  with  a  steamer. 

Starting  or  returning  frmu  an^  given  point,  in  ai^  direotiaa, 
it  must  be  a  dead  beat  for  a  eailmg  vessel  one  way  or  the  other, 
supposing  that  there  is  any  wind  at  all. 

The  long  intervale  of  calm,  lasting  frequently  for  a  week  at 
a  time,  when  for  days  and  days  a  sailing  vessel  will  helplessly 
drift  with  the  tide  or  current,  generally,  by  a  strange  fatality, 
it  seems,  in  the  djroction  exactly  opposite  to  that  in  which  it 
is  intended  she  should  go,  are  enough  to  break  the  heart  of  any 
but  the  most  indifferent. 
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Bmaa  From  the  point  of  view  of  the  "  Le^Ioo,"  a  ciiPiTeiit  might 

bLum&     **''  ^®  defined  as  eomething  that  is  invBriably  imfaTOiiraUe.  ■ 


1900-1901'. 


VISITS  OF  WARSHIPS,  4c. 

During  the  season  of  1900  the  Protectorate  vae  visited  I  v 
H.M.  fthipB  "  Pyladee,"  "  Torch,"  and  "  Ringdove." 

The  "  Pylades "  only  called  in  passing  at  Santa  Cnu,  but 
the  "  Torch,"  and  especially  the  "  Ringdove,"  devoted  consider- 
able  attention  to  this  somewhat  inaccessible  part  of  the  Pro- 
tectorate, in  consequence  of  illegal  recruiting,  kidnapping,  and 
illegal  supply  of  fire-arms  having  occurred  there  the  previous 
year. 

The  "  Torch  "  also  conveyed  the  Resident  Commissioner  tt 
hoist  the  British  flag  at  the  Islfuids  of  Ysabel,  Ghoiaeul,  Goiww 
Island,  Lord  Howe's  Gronp,  Shortland  Island,  and  the  other 
islands  in  the  Bougainville  Straits,  which  had  been  ceded  to 
Qreat  Britain  by  Qarmany  by  the  Agreement  of  November, 
1899. 

The  Protectorate  was  visited  in  February,  1901, .  by  the 
Austrian  warship  "  Leopard." 

The  visit  of  the  '"  Leopard  "  was  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
memorial  to  die  memory  of  Baron  Foulloa  von  Norbeck  and 
his  companitms,  of  the  Austrian  warship  "  Albatros,"  who  lost 
their  lives  at  the  hands  of  the  bush  natives  of  Guadalcanar,  while 
on  a  scientific  expedition  to  the  mountains  of  that  island  la 
1896. 

The  memorial  was  duly  erected  at  Tetere,  on  the  north  coast 
of  Chiadalcanar,  fuid  the  "  Leopard,"  after  a  stay  of  about 
ten  days,  left  for  Thursday  Island. 

In  November,  the  German  Government  steamer  "  Stephan  " 
arrived  at  Tulagi,  with  Herr  von  Benningsen,  the  Governor  of 
German  New  Guinea.  The  "  Stephan,"  after  coaling  at  Gavutu, 
left  for  liord  Howe's  Group,  where  a  further  supply  of  coal 
awaited  her,  and  returned  thence  vid  the  islands  of  Bougainville 
Straits  to  the  Bismarck  Archipelago. 


POLICE  FORCE. 


The  Police  recruited  at  the  end  of  1899  and  beginning  of 
of  1900,  for  service  at  the  west  end  of  the  Protectorate,  with  the 
view  of  checking  and  suppressing  the  headrhunting  raids  en- 
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gaged  in  by  the  nativea  of  New  Oeoi^la  and  adjacent  ialands, 

have,  under  the  training  of  Mr.  MahaSy,  developed  into  a  most  '  Bkituh 

valuable  f <»ce.  Sommom 

With  the  TOW  material  placed  in  his  hands  Mr.  Mahaffy  haa    1900.1901. 
indeed  worked  wonden.  

The  establishment  of  the  Gizo  station,  and  the  aver  present 
force  of  police,  have  had  a  most  deterrent  effect  upon  the  head- 
btinting  instincts  of  the  natives  in  the  neighbourhood. 

So  far  as  Simbo  and  the  Bnbiana  lagoon  are  concerned,  head- 
hunting raids  upon  any  extensive  scale  may  be  said  to  be  things 
of  the  past. 

Hie  natives  of  Yella  Lavella  and  Bouongo  have  still  to  leam 
their  lesson,  but,  if  fear  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom,  th^  nu^ 
be  said  to  have  already  passed  the  first  standard. 

The  Government  vessel  "Lahloo"  has  been  employed  upon 
this  work  as  much  as  possible,  but  to  a  lai^e  extent  use  has  been 
made  of  a  large  head -hunting  canoe,  captured  in  January,  1900, 
from  the  natives  of  Kolokongo,  in  the  Rubiana  Lagoon,  in 
punishment  for  a  head-hunting  raid  upon  the  district  of  Bogota 
in  the  Island  of  YaabeL 


The  number  of  native  prisoners  under  detention  at  the  Gtoveru- 
ment  Station  at  Tula^i  during  the  year  has  been  16. 

The  offences  were  as  follows:  — 
Murder 
Theft 
Sorcery 
Aasanlt 
Incest 


The  number  still  under  detention  <m  31et  March  was  12. 

Of  Uiese,  eight  have  been  sent  to  Qizo,  thiee  of  whom  have 
been  permitted  to  become  policemen,  three  remain  at  Tulagi, 
and  one  has  been  released. 
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BKima  .      A  coiuiderable  anmber  of  petty  offenoes,  whioli  used  tona.mly 
BouMON     fo  i^  brought  to  Tola^,  liave  been  settled  by  the  Tilla^fe  chiefs 
19MH1901    "^  Ct«lBi  and  afterwards  reported,  bo  that  they  do  not  appear  in 
^_        the  return. 

A  fine,  in  addition  to  a  term  of  imprisonment,  iras  inflicted 
upon  some  natiTes  of  Bnssell  Islutd  for  theft. 

Fines  amountiDg  to  tea  pounds,  in  addition  to  the  dama^ 
done,  irere  imposed  npon  a  chief  of  Gela  and  npon  a  missionary 
teacher  of  the  same  island  for  bnmingr  a  native  village. 

A  fine  of  ;6100  was  imposed  npon  a  white  trader  for  supplying 
fire-arms  to  natives.  The  sentence  also  involved  a  bond  in  a 
aimilar  amount  for  future  good  behavionr,  but  the  trader  in 
qnesticn  having  decided  to  leave  the  Protectorate  the  btnd  was 
not  required. 
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No.  372. 

BRITISH  SOLOMON  ISLANDS. 


REPORT    FOR    1901-1902. 

(For  Report  for  1900-1901,  see  No.  347.) 


9Tt»cntcl)  to  both  ^ooste  of  fulixnunt  bjt  <!Uiininanb  at  $ia  JSajMlg, 
November,  1902. 


LONDON: 

PBINTED    FOB    HIS    UAJESTTti    UTATIONEBT    OFFICE, 

Bt  DABUNO  a  son,  LtD.,  34-10,  Bioos  Btbixt,  E. 

And  to  be  purchwed,  either  directly  or  thruugh  anj  Bookseller,  from 

EYRE  &  8POTTI8WOODE,  Eabt  Habdixo  BiiiEBr,  Fleet  Street,  B.C., 

and  32,  Abpodos  Stuet,  Westukbter,  S.W.  ; 

or  OLIVEB  &  BOTD,  Edimeukoh  ; 

or  E.  PONSONBY,  118,  Onirros  STBrarr,  DrnuN. 

1902. 

[Cd.  788-42.]     Price  1^. 
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The  followio);,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majeety's 
Colonial  PosseaaionB  have  been  iBSued,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
Ihe  sources  indicated  on  the  title  page : — 
ANNUAL. 


No. 

Colony. 

Tear. 

348 

LasoB      

1900 

349 

BntishGniana 

1900-1901 

350 

St.  VinMnt       

1900 

351 

Jamaic* 

1900-1901 

362 

C*OB  Islinda 

1901 

363 

Sonthem  Nigeria         

1900 

354 

Bermuda            

1901 

866 

Gambia 

366 

Falldand  Islands          

337 

Northern  Territories  of  the  Gold  Coast      

368 

Malta     

369 

Gibraltar           J        

360 

Straits  SettlemenU      

361 

Sierra  Leone     

362 

British  Hondnraa         

363 

Turks  and  CaicoB  IsIandB       

364 

Seychelles          

Bahamas 

365 

1901-1902 

366 

liji         

1901 

367 

Ceylon 

368 

Barbados           

1901-1902 

36{l 

Hong  Kong       

1901 

370 

CoooB  Islands 

1902 

371 

St.  Helena         

■ 

1901 

MISCEUANEOUS. 


Gold  Coast        

Zulnland 

Sierra  Leone      

Canada   

Bahamas... 

Hong  Kong       

Newfonndkn  I 

Western  Pacifiu 

Dominioa  

Tirgin  Islands 

Grenada 

An^uilla... 

Cook  lalands      

Bahamas 

Canada    

UiscellaneoUE  Colonies 
Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands 
Hong  Kong        

Miacellaneoiis  Colonies 

Wei  Hai  Wei     

Dominica  


Economic  Agriculture. 

Forests. 

Geology  and  Botany. 

Emigration. 

Sisal  Industry. 

Bnbonio  Plagne. 

Mineral  Besonrcea. 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

Agricnlture. 

Condition  daring  1897. 

Agriculture  in  Carriacou. 

Vital  Statistics,  1898. 

Trade,  1899. 

Filire  Indnstry. 

Legal  Status  of  British  Nonh 

American  Indians. 
Medical  Reports. 
Report  for  1896-1900. 
Operations    in    Now    Territory 

during  1900. 
Medical  Reports. 
General  Report. 
Report  on  Caribs. 
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No.  37S. 
BRITISH    SOLOMON    ISLANDS. 

(Fot  Baport  for  IBOO-1901.  Mt  Ko.  347.) 


Mb.  G.  M.  WooDToao  to  Mb.  Cuaubeblaut. 

Government  B«8ideuce, 

Solomon  Islands, 

15tli  September,  1902. 
Sib, 

I  HATE  the  honour  herewith  to  forward  for  your  informa- 
tion a  copy  of  my  Report  upon  the  aJEairs  of  the  British  Solomon 
Islands  Protectorate  for  the  twelve  months  expired  on  the 
Slst  March,  1902. 

I  have.  Sec., 

Chables  M.  ^Voodfoed, 


12A30*— TO— 1S/1S01    Wt3S6l6     D  &  S— 5 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BRITISH  SOLOMON  ISLANDS 
PROTECTORATE  FROM  1st  APRIL,  1901,  TO 
3I8T  MARCH,  1902. 


WHITE  AND  OTHER  FOREIGN  RESIDENTS. 

The  number  of  white  and  other  foreign  residents  on  Slst 
March,  1902,  shows  a  alight  increase  over  the  number  returned 
at  the  date  of  the  previous  report. 

Id  the  enumeration  no  aroonnt  has  been  taken  of  the  ship- 
wrecked crew  of  the  labour  schooner  "  Eetu-Iess,"  who  passed  an 
enforced  period  of  residence  in  the  Protectorate  from  the  end 
of  January  until  April 

The  total  amounts  to  83,  of  which  71  are  males  and  12 
females. 

Their  employments  and  occupations  were  as  follows :  — 
In  Government  employment    ... 

Melanesian  Mission       

Marist  Mission    ... 

Engaged  in  industrial  pursuits 

Women  and  children   ...         ...         ...         ...     16 


Total 


The  nationalities  of  the  a^ve  were  as  follows:  — 
British 
French   (Marist  Mission) 

Germans  

Scandinavians     ... 

Phillipine  Islanders       

Japanese  

Half-castes,  British  subjects    ... 


Total     ...     83 

Moutality. 
The  following  deaths  arc  to  be  reported : 

James  Arthur,  recruiter  of  the  "  Fearless,"  shot  at  Atta, 
Mala,  on  19th  April,  1901. 

William  Pitt,  trader,  died  at  Tulagi  from  the  effects  of  a 
dynamite  accident,  Slat  August,  1901. 
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JoKn  Fisher,  cook  of  "  Koderick  Dha,"  died  from  natural 
causes,   39tli  November,   1901. 

Geoi^e  M'Cabe,  recmiter  of  "  Roderick  Dhu,"  shot  at  TJni 
Mala,  23Td  December,  1901. 

Jolm  Toung,  em^pioy^,  died  of  suustroke  at  Awe,  Bougain- 
Tille  Straits,  34th  I>ecember,  1901. 

Henry  dyne,  master  mariner,  died  of  old  age  at  Faisi, 
BougainTille  Stmts,  January,  19(6. 


REVENUE  AIsD   EXPESDITTJRE. 

The  Bevenue  ehovs  a  Blight  increase  over  the  amount  received 
during  the  previous  twelve  months. 

The  three  most  important  heads  of  revenue,  viz.,  Capitation 
Tax,  Station  License,  and  Ship  License,  have  produced  about  the 
same  as  before. 

A  serious  falling  off  is  to  be  expected  during  the  coming  year 
in  the  receipts  under  the  head  of  Ship  License,  in  consequence 
of  the  enactment  by  the  Commonwealth  Government  of 
Australia  of  "The  Pacific  Inland  Labourers'  Act,  1901."  Such 
falliuf;  oS  is  estimated  at  between  .£400  and  £500. 

The  estimated  expenditure  for  the  coming  year  is  i!^.112  10a. 
StaTKMKNT   of   KKVBNUE   and   EXFENDITUBB. 


Period. 

Revenue. 

1897-1898 
1898-1899       . 
1899-1900 
1900-1901 
lSOI-1902 
Estimate  1903 

in    Bank    of    New    Zei 
ney,  31st  Mairch,  1903. 
n  cheat,  31et  Marcli,  19 

-Amount    due    io    estat 
ons  deceased. 

£    .  «.    d. 

957    3  11 
1,257    7  10 
1,457     1    6 
1,903  11  11 
1,907    3    7 
1,428    0    0 

£      «.    d. 
1,933    2    0 
1,030    1     8 
3,1'JO    2    0 
1,926  13    7 
2,179    8     I 
2,112  10    0 

Ca*h 

Syd 

Gash 

£ 
iiland,     1,039 

02  ...       925 

t.    d. 
9    8 

3    1 

Less- 
per 

£1,964 
es    of        470 

12    9 
17    8 

Pioteotorate    Funds  in    Iianil.   Hist     1,493  15     1 
Uarch,  1902.       . 
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EXPOKTS. 

Eatimated  Talue  £32,0T6,  as  afr&iust  i^,260  for  the  previous 
year,  £21,381  in  1899-1900,  and  j£16,818  in  1898-1899. 

The  most  important  articles  of  export,  notably  copra  and . 
pearl  shell,  ahow  a  satiefactoTy  and  prt^reBBive  increase,  but 
the  large  augmentation  in  the  estimated  value  of  the  exports 
is  due  mainly  to  the  enhanced  price  of  copra. 

The  export  of  copra,  by  which  the  whole  of  the  trade  may 
be  gauged,  shows  a  steady  increase  for  a  period  esltending 
back  to  189&,  and  the  pro^esB  made  will  certainly  be  main- 
teined. 

Ivory  nuts  are  again  enquired  for  in  small  quantities.  The 
demand  is  likely  to  continue. 

Pearl  shell  of  the  more  valuable  quality  shows  a  satiBfactory 
increase. 

Beche-de-mer  has  not  been  so  much  sought  for.  The  high 
price  ruling  for  copra  has  caused  traders  to  neglect  for  the 
time  this  very  valuable  product. 

Stocks  of  green  snail  shell  continue  to  be  held  back  with  the 
expectation  of  a  rise  in  prices. 

Some  small  quantity  of  so-called  sandalwood  was  shipped 
during  the  year.  It  was  shipped  after  the  submission  of  samples, 
and  it  is  presumed  that  the  purchaser  knew  what  he  was 
buying. 

Maize,  for  the  first  time,  appears  in  the  list  of  exports.  It 
was  grown  sb  an  experiment  on  the  rich  alluvial  flats  on  the 
north  coast  of  Gnadalcanar,  and  proved  to  be  of  the  finest 
quality.  It  reaKsed  the  highest  price  ruling  at  the  time  iu 
the  Sydney  market.  Further  planting  has  for  the  time  been 
suspended  in  consequence  of  the  incidence  of  the  Australian 
Federal  tarifE  of  one  and  sixpence  (1j.  Gd.)  per  cental.  En- 
couraged by  the  fact  that  grain-laden  vessels  have  recently  been 
ordered  back  from  Souli  Australia  and  even  from  the  British 
Channel  to  Sydney  in  eousoquence  of  the  scarcity  prevailing, 
the  grower  has  determined  to  try  again,  and  a  further  shipment 
will  shortly  be  made  to  Sydney  or  failing  that  port,  a  market 
will  be  sought  in  New  Zealand. 

iMrOKT*. 

As  there  is  no  Custom  House  and  no  Customs  duty  imposed 
upon  imports  into  the  Protectorate,  it  has  not  been  considered 
necessary  hitherto  to  schedule  these. 

An  enquiry,  however,  having  been  received  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  for  information  upon 
this  subject,  a  list  is  appended  of  the  imports  from  the  port  of 
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Sydney  ooly,   coTering    tlie  period  of  «ix  montlu  from  Ist 
October,  1901,  to  31st  Manli,  1902. 

It  IB  impoBsible,  at  present,  to  airiTe  at  any  accurate  estimate 
of  tbe  value,  but  the  list  will  eerre  to  demonstrate  the  nature 
of  the  trade  and  the  denommatimu  of  tl)e  articles  in  demand. 

It  must  be  noticed  that  the  appended  list  refers  to  imports 
for  the  six  months  from  the  Fort  of  Sydney  only  and  that  it  by 
no  means  represents  the  whole  of  the  imports  into  the  Protec- 
torate for  the  period. 

No  notice  has  been  taken  of  the  amount  of  imports  introduced 
in  labour  ships  either  by  returning  labourers  or  carried  on  board 
the  labour  ships  for  Qie  purposes  of  makin^r  presents  to  the 
friends  and  relatives  of  labourers  engaged,  but  the  quantity  so 
introduced  amounts  to  a  considerable  total. 

The  chief  article  iS  export  is  undoubtedly  tobacco,  followed  }yf 
timber  and  building  materials,  boat«  and  small  vessels,  coals, 
rice,  drapery,  cutlery,  provisions,  and  ship-chandlery. 
Imports  fbom  Port  of  Sidney  ohlt. 

From  Ut  September,  1901,  to  Z\tt  March,  1902  (ti  Months  ) 

Acid — 2  boxes. 

Anch<a-s — 10. 

Anvil — 1. 

Armlets  (porcelain) — 1  case. 

Axes-^7  cases. 

Axe  handles — t  cases. 

Beads — 44  cases. 

Bacon — 4  cases,  2  bags,  1  side. 

Bedsteads — 5. 

Beer  (bottledy^l6  cases. 

Biscuits— 211  crates— 16,880  lbs. 

Blocks  (wood) — 2  cases. 

Boiler— 1. 

Boats  and  Gear — 17, 

Boat  books-^. 

Boxes  (wooden  trade) — 148,  2  packages,  and  6  nests. 

Bolts  and  nuts — 2  drams. 

Boots  and  shoes — 3  cases. 

Bottles  (stone) — 2  crates. 

Brandy— 4  cases. 

Brooms — 1  bundle. 

Buckets  (galv.) — 14  bundles. 

Butter — 13  cases. 

Cakes — 1  case. 

Candles — 3  boxes. 

Cattle— 6. 

Canvas — 3  trusses. 

Cans  and  covers  (gaJv.) — 6. 

Cartridges — II  cases. 
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Imports  from  Piirt  of  Sydney  only, — cont, 
Castings — 1  case. 
Cement — 26  casks. 
Cheese — 2  cases. 
Churcli  furniture — 7  cases. 
Chain — 11  lengths. 
Cigars — 4  cases. 
Clocks — 1  case. 
Clotbiug--2  hales. 
Coal  tar — 2  casks,  4  drams. 
Cocoa — 10  cases. 
Coffee — I  case,  1  pat^age. 
Cow  rope — 2  coils. 
Copper— 2  packages. 
•Coals 

Crockery — 1  cask. 
Cutt«r  and  gear  complete — 1. 
Cnrry — 3  cases. 
Driving  gear — 3  cases. 
Doors — 2  packages. 
Dogs— 2. 

Draper; — 62  cases,  4  packages,  2  bales,  1  truss. 
Drags — 7  cases. 

Enamel- ware — 3  cases,  1  cask. 
Evaporated  fruit — 12  cases. 
Fish  hooks — 1  case. 
Fish  (tinned) — 34  cases. 
Floar^ — 84  crates,  1  eack,  1  cask.' 
Frnit  (canned) — 37  cases. 
Fomitare — 4  packages,  2  cases. 
Gin — 53  cases. 
Qinger  ale — 2  cases. 
Golden  syrap — 1  case. 
Glass — 2  cases. 
Groceries — 10  cases. 
Grindstones — 5. 
Hay— 21  bales. 
Hardware — 18  cases. 
Hatchets — 6  cases. 
Hollow-ware — 2  casks. 
Horses— 2. 
Instnunents — 1  cace. 
Iron  (galv.  copping) — 6  bandies. 

„     (galv.  roofing) — 11  cases. 

„    ware — 3  bundles  and  48  pieces. 

„    hooping — 6  bundles. 
Ironmongery — 82  packages. 
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Imjwrts  from  Port  of  Sydney  «»/^.-— coot. 
Iron  pota — 6  crates. 
„     bar — 9  bandies. 
„     railings — 4  lengths,  2  caseft. 
Jams — 8  cases. 
Kava — 1  case. 
Eerosene — 185  cases. 
Kettles— I  caak. 
Enivea — 8  cases,  1  cask. 
Lanterns — 15  cases,  1  crate. 
Leatherware — 3  cases,  1  bale. 
Marmalade — 1  case. 
Maize — 6  bags. 
Masts  and  gear — 6. 
Matting — 2  roUs. 
Meat  (tinned) — 130  cases. 

„     (salt)— 46  kegs,  a  cask,  2  tieroes. 
„     (extract) — I  case. 
Metal  rods — 1  bundle. 
Milk  (preserved)— 26  cases. 
Mirrors — 1  case. 

Molasses — 4  lu^skeads. 
Mustard — 1  case. 
Musical  instruments — 1  esse. 
Montz  metal — 3  cases. 
Nails — 5  cases,  1  keg. 
Neatsfoot  oil — 1  case. 

Onions — 135  cases,  2  bags. 
Oare — 4  bundles. 

Oil — 24  drums,  4  cases. 

Oilcans — 2. 

OilskiD  coats — 1. 

Ochre — 1  cask. 

Faints — 54  keg«,  26  drums,  3  case's. 

Painkiller — 1  case. 

Peas — 8  bags. 

Paper  (brown) — I  bundle. 

Pepper — 1  package. 

Pickles — 1  case. 

Pipes  (clay) — 92  boxes. 
„    (wood) — 11  cases. 

Pigs— 8. 

Plants — 1  case. 

Potatoes — 100  cases,  16  sacks. 

Puddings — 1  case. 

Bat  traps — 1  case. 

Ricp— 1,007  bags,  1  tank,  650  cwl. 

Rope  (manilla)— 42  coils. 
„     (wire)— 1  c«il. 

Buberoid  roofinfr— 2  rolls. 

Saddlery — 5  packages. 
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Imports  from  Furl  of  Sydney  eufy. — cont. 
SackA—lS  biOee. 
Safe— 1. 
Sails— II  bales. 
Salt — i  coses,  2  bags,  I  caak. 
Sauce — 3  cases, 
SarBaparilla — 1  caae. 
Shackles — 1  bundle. 
Sausages — 6  caaeti. 
Sundries — 78  cases. 
Sleepers  (railway) — ^10  bundles. 
Sovpa — i  cases. 
Soap — 19  cues. 
Spades— 1  case. 
Span — 4. 

Stationery — 3  parcels. 
Stockholm  tai^— 8  drums. 
Stones  (hewn) — 76. 
Sugar  bags — I  bale. 
Sugar — 33  crates,  37  bags,  1  case  loaf. 
Syrup — 4  cases. 
Tmiks— 6. 

Tapioca — 1  pai^age. 
Tea — 12  cases,  2  boxes,  1  chest. 
Tent— 1. 
Timbei^-4,&S4  pieces— 43,048  feet. 

„       (boi>— 120  bundles— 2,650  feet 
Tocds— 1  bnndle. 
Trunks — 4  packages. 

Tobacco — 143  cases,  2  parcels— 21,062  Iba. 
Tombetonea — 4  cases. 
Tomato  sauce — 3  cases. 
Turpentine— 2  cases. 
Turnips — 1  case. 
Twin€^— 2  bales. 
Tubs  (jfailT.)— 1  bundle. 
Varnish — 1  case. 
Vegetables  (tinned) — 12  cases. 
Vestas — 44  cases. 
Vinegar — 3  cases. 
Whiskey — 61  cases,  1  cask,  1  k^. 
Wine  (sparkling) — B  cases. 

„      (still) — 20  cases,  3  casks. 
Wire  (netting)— ^7  rolls. 

.,     (barSed)— 27  coils. 

„    (rope)— ^  coils. 

„     mattresses — 3. 
Window  sashes — 2  patckages. 
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LABOUR    TRADE. 


Eleven  labour  skips  viuted  the  Protectorate  during  the  year, 
of  which  one  wae  recruiting  for  Fiji  and  ten  for  Queensland. 

The  Fiji  vessel  made  one  trip  and  the  ten  Queensland  vessels 
21  trips. 

The  boats  of  the  "  Fearless "  were  fired  upon  at  Atta,  Mala, 
on  19th  April,  1901,  resulting  in  the  death  of  the  recruiter 
James  Arthur.  George  M'Cabe,  recruiter  of  the  "Boderick 
Dhu,"  was  shot  at  TJru,  Mala,  on  23rd  December,  1901.  The 
boats  of  the  "  Clansman  "  were  fired  upon  at  Langa  Langa, 
Mala,  on  18th  February,  1902,  and  the  boats  of  the  "  Rio  Loge  " 
at  Anuta,  Mala,  in  March,  1903.  An  information  has  been  laid 
that  the  master  and  recraiter  of  a  Queensland  labour  vessel 
supplied  cartridges  to  natives  at  Langa  Langa  in  March,  1902, 
but  the  case  is  at  present  under  investigation. 

Vessels  from  Queensland  are  rigidly  searched  for  arms  and 
ammunition  before  leaving,  and  additional  precautions  have 
been  lately  taken. 

The  following  letter  baa  been  received  from  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Queensland  upon  the  subject :  — 

Government  House,  Brisbane, 

2nd  December,  1901. 
Sn, 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letters  of  21st  September  and  6th  and  22nd  of  October  last. 

With  reference  to  the  surreptitious  introduction  of  arms  amd 
ammunition  into  the  Protectorate  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose 
an  extract  from  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Pbilp, 
the  Prime  Minister  of  Queensland,  to  whom  I  referred  your 
letters  for  consideration. 

I  have,  &c.. 

S.  W.  Ghiffith. 
C   M.  Woodford,  Esq., 

Resident  Commissioner, 

Solomon  Islands. 

(Enclosure  iu  above.) 

Extract  from  letter  from  Chief  Secretary,  Brisbane,  dated 
29th  November,  1901,  to  Lieutenant-Governor:  — 

"  I  find  upon  enquiry  that  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that 
these  illegal  transactions  are  carjied  out  mainly  by,  or  by  mpans 
of,  Islanders  who  have  signed  on  at  the  Islands  as  boat's  crews, 
and  as  these  men  live  on  board  the  vessels  at  Queensland  ports. 
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and  as  their  doings  on  board  ship  are,  or  ought  to  be,  under  the 
careful  obaervation  of  those  in  charge,  I  have  caused  it  to  be 
notified  to  captains  of  laboiir  vessela  that  in  any  case  of  discovery 
of  concealed  arms  or  ammunition  on  board  one  of  these  vessels 
the  captain  will  be  held  responsible,  and  that  in  such  case  he  will 
b«  liable  to  debarment  from  taking  any  further  part,  as  captain, 
ou  board  any  vessel  licensed  to  carry  Pacific  Islanders. 

I  have  also  directed  that  in  searching  the  vessel,  the  examina- 
tion shall  not  be  confined  to  examining  the  boxes  and  quarters 
of  the  Islanders  but  shall  be  extended  to  the  cabins  of  the 
captadn  and  officers,  and  that  a^r  search  has  been  made  the 
Government  Agent  shall  prevent  any  further  communication 
with  the  shore.  With  these  precautions,  in  addition  to  con- 
tinued careful  search  by  the  Customs  officers,  I  truet  that  a 
recurrence  of  the  evil  complained  of  will  be  effectually  pre- 
vented. I  regret  that  in  neither  of  the  instances  given  by 
Mr.  Woodford  is  the  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment sufficient  to  enable  the  guilt  to  be  brought  home  to  the 
real  offender,  and  I  fear  that  from  the  nature  of  the  circum- 
stanceti  it  would  always  be  difficult  to  procure  such  evidence  as 
would  be  adequate  to  secure  conviction.  I  think,  however, 
that  he  will  agree  with  me  that  under  the  stringent  measures 
now  to  be  adopted  it  is  unlikely  that  occasion  will  arise  for 
further  complaint  in  the  matter." 

Labour  vessels  are  also  searched  at  Tulagi  on  their  arrival 
and  two  discoveries  of  ammunition  and  one  of  a  rifie  were  made 
during  the  year,  the  owners  in  each  case  receiving  a  sentence 
of  imprisonment.  In  one  case  the  cartridges  were'  pecked  in  a 
box  made  up  to  resemble  tobacco. 

The  passing  of  the  "Pacific  Island  Labourers'  Act,  1901,"  by 
the  Commouweailth  Government  of  Australia  will  bring  the 
Queensland  labour  trade  to  an  end  before  '31st  Karch,  1904, 
and  Pacific  Island  labourers  may  be  deported  from  Australia  after 
3l8t  December,  1906. 

Under  the  circumstances,  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  take 
into  consideration  the  provision  of  land  where  such  deported 
natives  maiy  be  settled. 

In  many  cases  it  will  be  imposstUe  for  these  unfortunates  to 
return  to  the  places  whence  they  were  recruited,  as  they  may 
have  left  home  in  the  first  instance  to  escape  the  punishment 
of  their  own  misdeeds. 

Steps  will  be  taken  with  a  view  to  the  reservation  of  an  area 
or  areas  of  land  where  such  deported  natives  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  settling. 

The  Queensland  labour  vessel  "  Fearless  "  was  totally  wrecked 
on  San  Cristoval  at  the  end  of  January,  1902.  No  lives  were 
lost.  The  native  recruits  on  board  were  transferred  to  another 
vessel,   and   tfie  crew,   after   sufEering  considerable  privations. 
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an-ived  at  Tnlagi  in  March,  whence  they  returned  to  Sydney  hy 
the  steamer. 

During  the  present  year  it  is  expected  that  one  labour  vessel 
will  visit  the  Protectorate  from  Fiji,  and  about  five  from  Qaeens- 
lanil. 

The  numbers  recruited  for  Queensland  from  the  Protectorate 
during  the  year  ended  31flt  December,  1901,  were  1,165,  and 
the  numbers  returned  during  the  same  period  were  557. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  cessation  of  the  Queensland  labour 
trade  and  the  deportation  from  Queensland  of  the  natives  already 
recruited  will  result  in  a  much  larger  number  being  available  for 
local  emplc^ment. 

The  natives  of  Kala  especially,  which  supplied  last  year  about 
two-thirds  of  the  total  number  recruited  for  Queensland,  having 
no  cocoa-niit«  to  apeak  of  or  other  means  of  supplying  them- 
selves with  trade  goods  by  means  of  the  barter  trade,  have  been 
forced  to  obtain  isuch  foreign  goods  as  haive  now  by  long  usage 
become  necessities  by  means  of  the  sale  of  Aeir  labour. 

As  the  demand  for  labour  in  the  Protectorate  is  a  steady  one 
and  likely  to  be  very  much  increased  in  the  future,  the  abolition 
of  the  Queensland  trade,  although  entailing  present  financial 
inconvenience,  will  probably  in  the  end  result  in  benefit  to  the 
Protectorate. 


SHIPPING. 

The  conditions  referred  to  in  the  Beport  for  last  year  as  to 
the  inconvenience  and  lose  entailed  upon  the  traders  of  the 
Protectorate  by  the  enforced  detour  of  the  Sydney  steamer  to 
Lord  Howe,  Norfolk  Island,  the  New  Hebrides,  and  Santa  Cniz 
under  the  terms  of  the  federal  subsidy  still  continue. 

Of  the  steamers  running  under  the  subsidy  it  is  admitted 
that  the  Solomon  Islands  steamer  alone  is  paying,  and  that  by 
cargo  carried  to  and  from  tFe  Solomons. 

It  is  true  that  there  has  been  a  certain  quantity  of  cargo  from 
Sydney  to  Norfolk  Island  lately  in  consequence  of  the  landing 
of  material  for  the  new  cable  station,  but  in  ordinary  times  the 
import  and  export  trade  of  Norfolk  Island  would  be  adequately 
served  by  a  40-ton  schooner,  and  that  of  Lord  Howe  by  a 
good-sized  whale  boat. 

For  Santa  Cruz  there  has  been  no  cargo  either  inwards  or 
outwio-ds  for  three  trips  and  only  six  letters,  yet  this  call  alone 
entails  a  deviation  of  160  miles  and  the  loss  of  a  whole  day. 

"With  a  direct  service  between  the  Solomons  and  Sydney  the 
growth  of  bananas  for  shipment  would  be  at  once  iindertaken. 
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and  thd  very  Auperior  quality  of  the  Solomon  Island  product 
would  enable  it,  in  spite  at  tiie  iariJE,  to  be  sold  at  a  profit  in 
tbe  Sydn^  market 

The  number  of  veesels  employed  locally  in  trading  remains 
about  the  same  as  last  year.  Two  haTe  been  lost,  but  their  places 
have  been  taken  by  otiien. 


AGRICULTURE. 

The  area  under  coooaoats  owned  by  white  planters  on  30th 
April,  1902,  was  as  follows,  as  compared  with  the  previous 
return: — 


SS. 


Gavntii  

Tinola 

GoTemment  Stetioo,  Tulagi 

„  OlEO    ... 


Babiant 
Fnui  ... 
PopoRtng 

Am     ... 


Total   , 


1,423 


l^e  cultivation  of  maize  has  for  the  present  been  suspended 
in  consequence  of  the  Australian  Federal  tariff,  but  with  the 
high  prices  prevailing  in  Sydney  for  this  product  it  ia  probable 
that  it  would  still,  in  spite  of  the  duty  of  It.  Gd.  per  cental,  pay 
to  grow  for  export  to  tiie  Australian  market. 

Bananas  are  being  increasingly  grown  by  the  traders  for  food. 
With  a  direct  steam  service  to  Sydney,  these,  as  weU  as  pine- 
apples, would  be  exported,  as  they  are  much  superior  to  the 
Queensland  product. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  make  an  experiment  in  the  direction 
of  the  shipment  of  dry  fodder  to  Sydney.  At  present  prices  this 
would  almost  cerUiinly  prove  remunerative. 
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MINERALS. 

The  prospecting  party  whiclL  explored  tlie  Islajid  of  Rendova 
iRBt  yoar  with  the  yiev  of  working  the  copper  known  to  exist 
there  has  for  the  present  suspended  operations.  Of  the  presence 
of  the  miaeral  there  is  no  <^ubt,  and  the  intention  is  to  resume 
opeistions  when  a  rise  in  the  price  of  copper  takes  place. 

A  concession  for  a  period  of  two  years  has  been  granted  to  a 
Melbourne  syndicate  to  collect  sulphur  from  the  Island  of  Yella 
Lavella.  Work  is  on  the  point  of  commencement  but  no  ship- 
ment has  at  present  been  made. 

A  license  to  prospect  the  Island  of  Saint  George  for  valnaUe 
minerals  has  been  applied  for  and  will  be  granted. 


METEOROLOGICAL. 

The  following  is  a  table  showing  the  rainfall  observed  at  the 
Government  Station  at  Tult^i  since  S^tember,  1897,  in 
inches: — 


Uoatfa. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

J&nnuy 

9-51 

14-27 

12-20 

1(MS 

18-31 

Febraaij 

28-56 

12-04 

3-09 

12-46 

27-76 

March       

27-89 

17-47 

13-48 

10-83 

22-39 

April        

6-67 

20-48 

2-29, 

6-75 

8-63 

M^         

419 

8-85 

6-83 

17-59 

4-65 

Jane         

4-86 

1-26 

3-20 

10-69 

7-85 

July          

4-86 

24-27 

3-24 

5-53 

Aognst      

9-94 

8-33 

3-01 

13-24 

September 

10-58 

10-92 

5-41 

10-36 

October     

2-91 

10-23 

11-21 

9-12 

15-60 

November 

5-66 

21 -U 

7-89 

10-62 

7-97 

December 

1103 

8-97 

1903 

10-63 

11-91 

- 

Total 

19-60 

147-39 

156-02 

82-32 

133-85 

- 

Compare  with  the  above:  — 

Rainfall  at  Santa  Anna  in  1888  ...     125-03  inches. 

Rain4iHatT:giinl883      146-24      „ 

Records  of  the  rainfall  have  now  been  kept  at  Tulagi  for 
nearly  6ye  years,  and  an  opportuniiy  is  thus  afforded  for  pre- 
senting a  statement  of  the  monthly  average  fol-  Uiat  period. 

It  has  been  customary  to  speak  of  the  months  from  April  to 
November  as  the  "  dry  "  season,  and  the  months  from  November 
to  March  as  the  '"  wet "  season.     This  coincides  with  the  period 
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of  the  change  of  the  prevailiiig  wind  from  the  sonih-eaBt  trade 

to  the  north-west  monsoon.     The  tabalat«d  siAtement  annexed 

bears  out  this  ides. 

The  average  for  Jnl;  ia  upset  by  a  violent  storm  of  rain  which 

occurred  in  July,  1899,  when  over  lb  ini^es  of  rain  fell  in  three 

days.     This  appears  to  have  been  altogether  an  esceptional  oase. 
Generally  speaking,  it  would  appear  that  February  and  March 

ere  the  wettest  months,  and  May,  June,  and  July,  the  driest. 
It  must  be  noticed  in  the  statement  that  the  averages  for 

August  and  September  are  based  upon  the  returns  for  four 

years  only. 
Monthly  average  rainfall  at  Tulagi  for  five  years  ending  July, 

1902:  — 

January  ...         ...         ...         ...         ■■.  .  13' 04 

February        16-78 

March  18-41 

April 8-94 

May 8'20 

June S'ST 

July(4yearB) 9-47 

August  (4  years)         8*63 

September  <4  years) 9*31 

October  ...  ,      9'81 

November       ...  '     10'66 

December       12"36 

Annual  average  for  the  four  years  ending  December,  1901, 

129'S9  Inches. 


CrOVERKMENT  STATION.  TULAGI. 

All  the  Government  buildings  have  been  maintained  in  good 
repair. 

The  trouble  previously  experienced  from  white  ants  at  the 
Residence  and  oUier  buildings  appears  to  have  been  overcome 
1^'  a  identiful  use  of  kerosene  and  perohloride  of  mercury. 

A  causeway  and  steps  of  stone  and  concrete  has  been  com- 
menced leading  from  the  Residence  to  the  landing-place.  This 
was  found  necessary  on'account  of  the  bad  state  of  the  track  m 
Wet  weather. 

The  Island  of  Tulagi  is  believed  to  be  about  six  hundred  acres 
in  extent.  At  the  time  work  was  commenced  upon  it  the  whole 
Island  was  covered  with  dense  forest,  the  larger  trees  exceeding 
eighty  feet  in  he^ht. 

The  area  of  land  now  under  cultivation  is  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acree,  of  which  one  hundred  said  five  acres  are 
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planted  with  cocoa-nnts  and  tlie  remainder  with  bauanaB  and 
other  food. 

A  remarkab^  fine  piece  of  flat  land,  Buitabla  for  cocoa-nutB, 
estimated  to  contain  twenty  acres,  is  now  being  cleared. 

The  cocoa-nuts  which  were  planted  in  December,  1898,  and 
early  in  1889  are  already  begirning  to  bear,  and  a  small  return 
has  Geen  received.  Those  planted  later  are  making  good 
progreBB. 

The  Islaind,  which  appears  to  be  oJ  volcanic  formation,  rises 
in  places  to  a  height  of  about  20O  feet.  The  BeBidence  stands 
at  an  altitude  of  about  180  feet. 

Upon  the  south  and  south-west  side  of  the  Island  there  is  a 
strip  of  £at  land  near  the  coast  formed  1^  the  influence  of  the 
waves  which  have  washed  up  sand  and  coral  detritus  upon  the 
top  of  a  previously  existing  shore  reef. 

This  flat  now  stands  about  six  feet  above  high-water  mark 
and  extends  for  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  yards  inland 
from  the  present  coast  line.  TTpon  this  sandy  soil,  mixed  with 
vegetable  humas,  cocoa-nute  grow  most  luxuriantly. 

Behind  this  sandy  flat  the  surface  level  drops,  perhaps,  two 
or  three  feet,  and  the  soil  ib  composed  of  alluvial  wash  from 
the  higher  portions  of  the  Island.  This  low  belt  extends  up  to 
the  foot  of  the  rocky  core  of  the  Island,  and  before  clearing 
operations  were  commenced  was  a  serieis  of  swamps  upon  which 
it  was  impossible  to  walk  or  to  force  m  way  through  the  exub«>rant 
growth  of  jungle. 

All  this  low  flat  has  now  been  cleared  and  drained.  Clearing 
operations  were  commenced  in  June,  1897,  with  the  help  of 
eight  Solomon  Islanders  who  had  been  specially  selected  in 
Fiji  During  the  first  month  more  than  sixty  days'  work 
■wen  lost  in  cooBequence  of  the  workmen  being  attacked  by 
malarial  fever.  The  highest  number  of  cases  on  Bome  days  was 
three  out  (rf  the  eight  natives  employed. 

At  the  present  time  the  health  of  the  natives  employed  on 
.Tulagi  has  much  improved.  Out  of  a  force  of  fifteen  natives 
employed,  there  was  only  one  case  of  malarial  fever  reported  for 
the  five  months  expiring  March  Slst,  190S. 

It  is  iH^sumed  that  this  improvement  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  clearing  and  draining  which  has  been  undertaAien. 

li  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  very  valuable  "  Report  of  the 
Malaria  Expedition,"  undertaken  hy  the  Liverpocd  School  of 
Tropical  Medicine,  has  not  been  more  widely  disseminated. 
After  repeated  enquiries,  the  writer,  being  unable  to  obtain  a 
copy  in  Sydney,  had  to  order  it  BpecisJlly  from  England. 

The  stagnant  water  in  the  swamps  on  Tulagi  formerly  swarmed 
with  the  larvae  of  Culicidae.  The  drains  were  cut  from  above 
downwards,  and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  when  the  first 
of  the  efBuent  matter  was  allowed  to  escape  it  consisted  as  much 
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of  mosquito  larvae  as  of  water.  In  fact,  an  ^niost  solid  mass 
of  larvae  had  collected  at  the  lower  end  of  tihe  drain. 

A  recent  careful  seajrch  disdoeed  one  place  where  the  larvae 
of  anopheles  were  discovered.  This  was  in  a  stagnant  pool  of 
perhaps  twelve  feet  by  six  feet  in  extent,  caused  i^  the  tearing' 
up  of  the  groand  b?  the  fall  of  a  large  ^e. 

Temporary  measures  were  at  once  taken  to  enfilm  the  pool 
with  kerosene,  and  it  hae  since  been  filled  up.  The  larvae  found 
ill  this  pool  were  undoubtedly  those  of  anopheles. 

A  careful  recent  search  has  faUed  to  disclose  the  presence  of. 
mosquito  larvae  in  t^e  drains  either  of  oulex  or  anopheles,  but 
as  the  water  is  in  conetant  motion  thie  was  not  to  be  expected. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  malarial  fever  has  been  baniriied 
altogether  from  Tulagi.  Every  white  person  who  hoe  Uved  upon 
the  Island  has  contracted  it  and  continueB  to  suffer  from  it,  but 
it  is  certainly  of  less  frequent  occurrence  than  formerly. 

Clearing  and  draining  in  other  parts  would  doubtless  produce 
a  similar  remit. 


GOVERNMENT   STATION,   OIZO. 

Good  work  in  the  way  of  clearing  and  planting  has  been  done 
at  the  Qizo  Startion.  The  area  under  cocoa-nuts  has  beeu 
increased  from  10  acree  to  75  acres. 

Some  additional  native  houseB  and  an  additional  canoe  house 
have  been  huilt. 

A  native  settlement  of  about  75  people  has  been  formed  near 
to  the  Government  Station. 

These  people  asked  permission  to  settle  ait  Qizo  for  protection 
from  the  head-hunting  natives  of  Telia  Lavella. 

A  greater  feeling  of  security  is  rapidly  growing  among  the 
natives  of  the  district,  and  parties  from  the  surrounding  IslwndB 
continually  visit  the  Station.  They  thoroughly  understand  that 
it  is  wrong-doers  only  who  are  punished. 

As  Giso  possesses  au  excellent  harbour  it  is  probable  that 
it  will  soon  become  a  place  of  more  importance.  Stations  will 
be  formed  there  by  the  Rubiana  traders,  as  by  shipping  their 
produce  from  Gizo  the  steamer  will  be  saved  the  risks  of  the 
narrow  and  tortuous  passage  into  the  Eubiana  lagoon. 
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(iOViiliNMSJ^T    VK«SBL,  "LAHLOO." 

TIlb  Govenunent  vemtil  "  Lahloo  "  haB  been  continually  em- 
ployed during  ibe  year  and  lias  visited  the  whole  of  the  Solomons 
from  San  CriBtoTsd  to  Bongainville  Straii«. 

Ko  visit  has  been  paid  to  Santa  Cruz. 

The  greater  part  of  the  time  the  "  Lahloo  "  has  been  employed 
in  the  western  portion  of  the  Protectorate  in  connection  with 
the  Government  6tati<m  at  Oizo,  and  especially  during  Kovember 
during  the  punitive  expedition  to  Vella  Lavella,  particulars  of 
which  have  been  already  reported. 

Canvas  and  rigging  in  such  a  hot  and  moist  climate  as  the 
Solomons  contina^ly  regnire  attention. 

Sails  or  awnings  cannot  be  depended  upon  after  they  have 
been  in  use  more  than  about  eighteen  mouths. 

In  consequence  of  the  negligent  workmanship  in  coppering 
the  vessel  in  Sydney  it  was  found  that  the  worms  had  gained 
access  to  the  rudder. 

By  the  courtesy  of  LJeutenaot-Commander  Coates,  the  car- 
penter of  H.M.S.  "Sparrow"  was  permitted  to  effect  repairs. 
Further  repairs  were  afterwairds  found  necessazy,  but  it  is 
believed  that  the  cause  of  the  miechief  has  been  now  entirely 
overcome. 

In  other  respects  the  vessel  has  been  maintained  in  a  very 
high  rtate  of  efficiency  and  smartness,  reflecting  the  greatest 
CTedit  upon  her  master  and  crew. 


VISITS  OF  WARSHIPS,  Ac. 

The  Protectora4:e  was  visited  \^  H.U.S.  "  Fylades "  and 
"  Sparrow  "  during  the  season  1901. 

Among  the  places  visited  by  the  "  Fylades  "  during  her  passage 
through  the  Proteot<vate  was  Sikiana  or  Stewact's  lalvid. 

This  place  ie  very  seldom  visited.  Captain  Tni^er,  of  the 
"  Pylades,"  reporte  that  he  called  off  the  Island  on  tiie  morning 
of  October  Srd.  Six  canoes  came  off.  In  the  first  one  came 
t4)e  chief,  named  Saymaru.  He  brought  with  him  the  copy  of 
the  Prodamation  left  by  Captain  Pollard  of  H.M.S.  "  WaUaroo," 
in  1897,  and  reported  all  well  on  the  Island.  About  36  men 
came  on  board  of  fine  i^ysique,  with  clear  light  brown  skin. 
Most  of  them  spoke  English.  They  brought  fruit,  shells,  and  fine 
mats  to  trade,  and  wanted  principally  scent  in  exchange,  ^ey 
said  their  women  wanted  it.  The  canoes  were  of  a  superior 
type,  dug-oute  with  out-riggers. 
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Tlie  "  Sparrow  "  Bpent  a  longer  time  in  the  Frotectoiaie,  and 
-visited  the  Santa  Cnu  Qroup  and  most  of  the  IslandB  of  the 
SolomonB. 

Punisbment  ves  inflicted  at  Mala  on  the  baeh  na^vea  living 
near  Atta  for  the  murder  of  the  recruiter  of  ilie  Qneenaland 
labour  schooner  "Fearleas." 

The  German  mam-of-war  "  Cormoran "  called  at  Guvutu  for 
coals  on  her  voyage  from  Kew  Britain  to  Samoa  in  July. 


PRISONS. 
The  number  oi  native  prisoners  under  detention  at  the  Govern- 
ment Stations  during  the  year  was  33. 
The  offences  for  vhich  they  were  detained  were  as  iollows :  — 
Smuggling  arms  and  ammunition 


Tliaft       

Soroeiy     

AieaiUt 

Manflliwighter     

16 

1 

...      2 
1 

IncitiTis  to  breocli  of  peace 

1 

A  native  who  received  a  sentence  ior  manslangrtter  escaped 
from  custody  from  Tnlagi  and  is  believed  to  Eaive  gone  on  board 
a  Queensland  recmiting  vessel. 

A  prisoner  escaped  from  GKzo  and  has  not  since  been  heard  of. 
He  is  supposed  to  have  been  drowned. 

The  number  of  prisoners  under  detention  on  Slst  March  was 
12. 

0.  M.  Woodford. 
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The  following,  &moQg  other,  reporta  relating  to  HiB  Uajesty'e 
Colonial  PoBBessioas  have  heen  iaeaed,  and  ma;  be  obtained  from 
the  soarcea  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 
ANNUAL. 


No. 

Colony. 

Year. 

314 
315 

Hong  Kong       

Sonthnra  ftigeria          

1899 
1399-1900 

316 

Grennda 

1699 

317 

Jamaica 

1899-1900 

318 

BritiHfa  Gniana 

319 

Gbristmas  Island          

1900 

320 

British  Solomon  Islanda         

IB99-1900 

321 

Lag"*      

1900 

322 

Becmnda... 

323 

St.  Helena         

324 

Sierra  Leone      

32o 

Oamhia 

326 

Barbados            

327 

Babamas 

328 

Turks  and  Ctdcos  Talands       

329 

Malta      

330 

Straite  Settlements       

331 

332 

St.  Luoia._        

333 

334 

335 

336 

British  New  Guinea     

1899^1900 

337 

Leeward  Inlands           

1900 

338 

Triuidad  and  Tobago 

339 

Britiih  Hondnras         

840 

Uong  Kong       

" 

MISCELLANEODS. 


1 

nold  Coast        

Economic  Agricultur.-. 

2 

Zululand 

FfreBts. 

3 

Sierra  Leone      

fiecJugy  and  Botany. 

4 

Canada   

Emigration, 

6 

asal  Industrj. 

6 

Hong  Kong 

Newfoundland 

Bubonic  Plagne. 

7 

Mineral  Reeonrcee. 

8 

Western  Pacific 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Dominica           

Agricultura. 

10 

Virgin  Islands 

Condition  during  1897. 
A  griculture  in  Carriacoe. 

11 

Grenada 

U 

Angnilla 

Oook  Islands     

13 

Trade.  1899. 

14 

B^tamaa 

Fibre  loduatrj. 

15 

Canada   

Legal  SUtuB  of  Britiah  North 
American  In£ana. 

16 

Medical  Reports. 

17 

GUbert  and  Ellice  Islands      ... 

Report  for  1896-1900. 

16 

Hong  Kong       

Operations    in    New    Teniton 
<luringl900.                      '   ' 
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CEYLON. 

(Pot  Beport  for  18B9,  *ee  So.  307.) 

QoTEairoB  Sib  J.  West  Bidoewat  to  Ub.  Chaubeblain. 

Queen's  Cottage, 

Nuwara  Eliya, 

Cejlou,  20th  September,  1901. 
Six, 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  forward  herewitJi  copies  of  Iho 
Ceylon  Bine  Book  for  the  year  1900,  tc^ether  with  copies  of 
the  nstial  report  prepared  in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  0£Bce. 

I  have,  &c., 

J,  RiDGEWAT. 


REPORT  Olf  THE  CEYLON  BLUE  BOOK  OF  1900. 


I.— FINANCIAL. 

(a)  GhBNEBAL  Revenue  abd  JSxpenditube. 

Revenue. 

The  revenne  of  1900  amounted  to  Eb.  27,326,930-56,  com- 
pared with  Rs.  25,913,141-58  in  1899,  showing  an  excess  of 
Efi.  1,412,788'98.  The  estimated  revenue  was  exceeded  by 
Ea.  2,206,930-56.  In  1860  the  revenue  amounted  to  £415,667— 
Bay  Ra.  6,235,006— less  than  one-fourth  of  the  receipts  of  1900. 
siou8*—7S— 10/1901   wtsciea  Dfta— s  Aa 
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3.  It  ifl  noticeable  that  vliile  the  first  six  heads  of  revenue 
contributed  subatuitially  to  the  gratifying  increase  the  last  five 
all  showed  a  falling  off. 

4.  The  only  appreciable  decline  under  Customs  is  an  item  of 
Hs.  61,09S  on  account  of  exports  of  plumbago,  and  was  to  be 
expected  in  view  of  the  relaxation  of  the  boom  in  that  mineral. 
The  important  items  among  the  imports,  such  as  grain,  cotton 
manufactures,  spirits,  sugar,  &c.,  all  showed  signs  of  satisfactory 
expansion.  Under  Licenses,  Excise,  &c,,  salt  and  arrack 
yielded  enhanced  returns,  and  road,  bridge,  and  ferry  rents 
sold  better.  Fees  of  Court  show  a  falling  off  under  snrrey 
fees,  due  to  shrinkage  in  the  area  of  land  sold.  Post  and 
Telegraphs  disclose  a  large  increase  in  the  sale  of  postage  stamps, 
in  commission  on  money  orders,  telegraph  receipts,  and 
parcel  post  collections.  Railways  contributed  an  increase  of 
Ss.  613,79012,  or  nearly  half  the  total  excess. 

6.  The  falling  off  under  Bent  of  Government  Property  is 
due  mainly  to  the  proceeds  of  plnmbago  leases  being  now 
credited  under  another  head,  while  the  decline  under  Interest 
is  attributable  to  the  diminution  of  funds  invested.  Every  item 
imder  Miscellaneous  Iteceipts  shows  a  decrease,  but  as  such 
receipts  are  of  a  fluctuating  nature,  the  decrease  is  not  one 
which  calls  for  special  comment  or  explanation.  The  shrinkage 
of  proceeds  of  sale  of  timber  and  firewood  from  Rs.  486,472'36 
to  Ra.  378,937'09  accoiints  for  almost  the  entire  decrease  under 
Sale  of  Government  Property.-  The  decline  of  plumbago  affected 
land  sales  (Fremia  on  Leases),  as  a  smaller  area  was  leased  out 
for  mining  purposes. 

Expenditure. 

6.  The  expenditure  for  1900  was  Rs.  28,948,927' 17,  including 
Rs.  3,626,939-17  on  account  of  Railway  Construction  debited 
to  Surplus  Eunds,  and  exceeded  the  expenditure  of  1899  by 
Rs.  3,997,986-81. 

The  re -organization  of  the  Post  Olfice  Department  and  the 
natural  expansion  of  the  Railway  and  the  Public  Works  Departs 
ments  involved  additional  claims  on  the  public  purse,  and  in- 
creased provision  for  Grants-in-aid  to  existinfi^  schools  helped  to 
swell  the  expenditure.  The  outlay  under  Exchange  also  rose 
materially.  Savings  were  effected  under  Provincial  Adminis- 
tration owing  to  decrease  in  the  cost  of  the  Immigration  Service, 
due  to  the  closing  of  the  North  road  and  smaller  expenditure 
on  account  of  salt  manufacture.  Hospitals  and  DispenHaries 
showed  a  decrease,  but  this  is  due  to  the  figures  of  1899  being 
tmduly  swollen  by  payments  made  in  that  year  on  account  of 
1898 ;  and  for  the  same  reason  there  is  an  apparent  falling  off 
under  Military  Expenditure.  Economies  were  effected  under 
Plague  Precaution,  Forests,  and  Public  "Works  Extraordinary. 
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(d)  Pu*lic  Debt,  showhtg  Provision  tor  Fatkest. 

The  baluice  due  by  the  Colony  on  its  eterling  debt  raised 
in  London  amounted  on  December  31, 1900,  to  £3,419,451 1*.  5d., 
u  against  £3,446,839  lit.  Zd.  on  the  corresponding  dote  in 
1899,  vhile  the  balance  dne  on  the  local  silyer  debt  had  been 
reduced  from  Eb.  3,253,191-72  to  Eb.  3,239,585-31. 

These  loaoe  fu%  Bccared  against  General  Bevenue. 

(b)  CtraaENCi'. 

Legal  tender  currency  consists  oH  Ceylon  Government  notes 
(tf  Eb.  1,000  (issued  last  year  for  the  first  time),  Rs.  100,  Es.  50, 
Be.  10,  and  Es.  6,  the  Indian  rupee  with  a  subsidiary  silver 
coinage  of  50-cent,  25-cent,  and  10-cent  pieces,  and  a  copper 
coinage  of  6-cent,  1-cent,  }-cent,  and  ^-cent  pieces. 

About  half  the  face  value  of  the  paper  issued  is  held  in  specie 
1^  the  Currency  ConunissioneTs,  the  balance  being  invested  in 
tndiuL  Goremment  papor  and  other  approved  eecnrities:  — 


— 

TalDo. 

ber  Sirt,  1899. 

- 

I3,m,«0    0 

By  rilnr  in  the  vaalt  (6  centa copper)     ... 

In  saver. 

ttl.           o. 

6^7,609  66 

IiBeciirilio. 
Bi.         c 

- 

3,Stf7,486    0 

- 

S,607,3M  44 

6,277,««t  M 

7,014,840  44 

Total    

Eb.  13,23 

2,450    0 

The  Mercantile  Baak  of  India,  Ltd.,  the  Bank  of  Madras,  &.e 
Ifational  Bank  of  India,  Ltd.,  the  Hongkong  and  Shanghai 
Banking  Corporation,  and  the  Chartered  Bank  of  India,  Aus- 
tralia, and  CHna  do  business  in  the  Colony. 
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n.— TEADE,  AGRICULTURE,  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

(a)  Ikfobis  and  Exports 

1.  The  annual  value  of  the  trade  of  the  Colony  for  the  Ia«t 
five  years  was :  — 


77,083,587  29 

85,730,156  92 

87,626,034  97 

101,542,220  61 

114,544,256  41 


162,436,016  10 

166,959,460  37 

181,326,925  10 

213,007,870  60 

220,550,716  96 


ImpOTtt. 

2.  The  value  of  the  imports  for  the  year  1900,  inclnding  specie 
<Hb.  7,795,501-53),  was  Rb.  122,339,757-94. 

3.  The  value  of  the  importa  and  specie   impoi-ted  into  each 
Province  during  1900  was :  — 


/..,.*. 

Bb. 

0. 

Be. 

c. 

Western  Province           

106,363,743 

27 

- 

Northern  Province          

2,990,690 

97 

- 

Sontbern  Province          

6,579,948 

14 

- 

Eftatem  ProTince 

609,874 

3 

114,544,266 

41 

Sjx^ek. 

WMtem  FroTince           

- 

7,795,501 

53 

...     122,339,757    94 


4.  Comparing  the  imports  of  1900  with  1899  the  duly  on  arma 
and  ammuaition  has  risen  from  Rb,  67,610'66  to  Ra.  70,546'65, 
■a  increase  of  Ra.  13,035-99. 
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Cotton  manufactureB  bIlow  a  total  value  of  Bs.  7,9I7,770'98 
against;  Bs.  6,933,311-46,  and  duty  of  Bb.  305,073-62  against 
Bb.  278,360-24. 

Chemicala,  dye  stuffs,  and  tanninfi;  substanceB  show  an  incTeaae 
of  Rs.  1,079-67  in  duty. 

Cement  shows  an  increase  in  value  of  Bs.  84,019-70  and  in 
quantity  of  1,600  tons.  The  quantity  of  cement  imported  as 
0oyemment  stores  was  valued  at  Bs.  211,354*89  against 
Bs.  119,684-23  in  1899. 

Coal,  Coke,  and  Patent  Fuel,— The  quantity  imported  was 
590,099  tons  affsinst  511,692  tons  in  1899,  an  increase  of  78,407 
tons,  British  India  and  Japan  contributing  principally  t«  the 
increase.  Colombo  imported  84,21fi  tons  of  coal  more  than  in 
1899,  while  the  increase  in  Galle  was  5.814  tons. 

Kerosine  oil  shows  an  increase  of  550,995  gallons  on  the 
quantity  imported,  of  214,790  gallons  on  the  quantity  entered 
for  home  consumption,  of  Bs.  344,372*02  in  value,  and 
Rs.  60,450-16  in  duty. 

Food  stuffs  generally,  such  as  biscuits,  beef  and  pork,  butter, 
cheese,  flour,  and  potatoes  show  an  increase. 

ChraiD. — The  quantity  of  grain  cleared  for  home  consumption 
was  d,592,323f  bushels  against  9,178,405  bushels,  the  duty  re- 
covered amounting  to  Bs.  3,015,556*18,  that  on  rice  alone  being 
Rs.  2,T83,546-67. 

There  ij  an  increase  in  the  value  of  live  stock  imported  of 
Rs.  400.413.  The  number  of  cattle  rose  from  20,888  to  26,539, 
of  sheep  from  79,628  to  96,330,  and  of  horses  from  503  to  534. 

Metal  and  metal  ware  shows  an  increase  in  value  of 
Bs.  1,860,96460. 

Manures  of  all  kinds  have  risen  from  14,282  tons  to  19,766  tons, 
the  increase  in  value  being  Bs,  276,505-06. 

Oils  (excluding  kerosine  oil)  show  an  increase  in  value  of 
Bs.  202,179-81  and  a  decrease  in  duty  of  Bs.  2,255-96. 

Opium. — The  quantity  of  opium  imported  is  greater  by 
7,611  Iba. 

Spices  show  an  increase  in  value  of  Bs.  17, 531*71  nnd  in  duty 
of  Bs.  1,149-93. 

The  quantity  of  poonac  imported  shows  an  increase  of 
3,134  cwts.  1  qr.  12  lbs. 

Spirits  of  all  kinds  show  an  increase  in  value  of  Bs.  137,356*20 
and  in  duty  of  Ra.  79,910-83.  The  quantitj-  entered  for  home 
consumption  wns  171,045  gallons  against  152,520  gallons,  tbe 
chief  increases  being  in  gin  and  brandy. 

Sugar  shows  an  increase  in  quantityof  29,622cwts.  2  qrs.  Slbs-^ 
end  in  duty  of  Bs.  79,30219. 

The  imports  of  specie  show  a  decrease  of  Bs.  2,654,626-99, 
the  decrease  being  mainly  in  gold. 

10118— <i  B  i 
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Silk  manuiactareB  of  all  kinds  show  an  increase  of 
Es.  121,611-59  in  value  and  of  Eb.  2,220-56  In  du^. 

Woollen  manufactures  show  a  decrease  in  value  of 
Es.  94,430-77  and  in  duty  of  Es.  6,377-74. 

Tobacco  shows  an  increase  in  quantity  imported  of  105,054  lbs. 
and  cigars  of  1,777  lbs. 

Wines  of  all  kinds  show  an  increase  of  Ks.  9,35195  in  value 
Mid  of  Es.  4,22037  in  duty,  the  total  quaati^  entered  for  home 
fonsumptiott  being  60,863-11  gallons  against  54,S45'24  gallons. 


Exporti. 

1.  In  1900  the  value  of  exports  amounted  to  Es.  108,926,266-56. 
distributed  as  follows :  — 


Exports. 

Value. 

Ceylon  produce          

90,86B,532      0 

1    Imports  re-exported 

1,173,94^    55 

;     Specie 

2,919,791;      0    ; 

j    CottI  for  use  of  stainiHrB 

13,963,'JBO      0    . 

1                   Totiil            

108,926,256    55    ' 

Compared  with  1899,  Ceylon  produce  shows  a  decrease  of 
Es.  9,227,149'34,  mainly  attributable  to  the  smaller  shipments 
of  plumbago,  the  price  of  which  during  the  year  fell  heavily, 
while  the  market  was  inactive,  the  inevitable  reaction  after  the 
boom  of  1899. 

Imports  re-exported,  however,  show  an  increase  of 
Rs.  1S3,009'90,  the  value  of  coal  exported  for  the  use  of  steamers 
an  increase  of  Es.  3,584,950,  and  the  exports  of  specie  of 
Es.  2,429,509. 

2.  The  value  of  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  fell  from 
Es.  61,070,138-03  in  1899  to  Es.  56,296,524-67.  Exports  to 
British  Colonies '  rose  from  Es.  14,135,597-42  in  1899  to 
Es.  18,086,70501,  the  exports  to  Foreign  Countries  falling  fi-om 
Es.  26,365,171-54  in  1899  to  Es,  20,580,046-97,  a  decrease  largely 
accounted  for  by  ilie  fall  in  plumbago,  both  in  quantity  and 
Tslue.  The  exports  of  tea  to  Eussia  (Asiatic  and  European) 
rof!^  by  4,713,751J  lbs.,  which  ia  more  than  the  entire  exports 
of  1899 ;  but  that  to  the  United  States  shows  a  decrease  of 
282.r>41'^^  lbs.     The  value  of  direct  exports  to  Eussia  (Asiatic 
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and   European)   of  Ceylon  produce  exceeded  iliat  of  1899  by     Ccylon, 
Rs.   1,643,560-18,  while  there  was  a  fall  in  the  value   to  the        1900. 

United  States  of  America  from  Ks.   13,G67,3()0-24   ia  1899  to        

Rs.  6,602,93613. 

3.  Ill  the  staple  articles  of  export  cardamoms  show  an  in- 
crease of  785  cwts.  6  lbs.;  cinnamon  a  fall  from  49,116  cwts. 
3  qre.  20  lbs.  in  1899  to  41,216  cwts.  1  qr.;  coir  yam,  fibre, 
and  rope  exported  from  the  two  principal  ports  (Colombo  and 
Galle)  has  increased  by  26,317  cwts. ;  copperah  exported  from 
Colombo  and  Gallft,  also  shows  an  increase  of  84,019  cwts.  The 
exports  of  citronella  oil  have  decreased  by  2,454,362  oz.  Of 
tea,  the  quantify  exported  rose  from  129,661,908  lbs.  in  1899 
to  149,264,602  lbs. ;  of  plumbago  391,700  cwts.  were  exported  in 
1900,  as  affaiast  635,224  cwts.  in  the  preceding  year,  while 
there  was  also  a  fall  in  value  from  Rs.  700  in  1899  to  Rs.  500 
per  ton. 

(b)  Mine.**,  Manufactures,  xsd  Fisheeies. 

1.  The  fall  in  the  value  of  plumbago  exercised  a  check  on 
mining  operations,  which  are  carried  on  principally  in  tlie 
North- Western,  Central,  and  Western  Provinces,  and  many  of 
the  smaller  mines  were  abandoned.  The  larger  pits  yielding 
the  better  qualities  of  the  mineral,  and  thoee  whose  owners 
held  substantial  capital  and  empli^ed  skilled  European  super- 
vision showed  an  increased  output  and  prospered  fairly. 

2.  In  Kurunegala  only  50  plumbago  pits  were  worked,  com- 
pared with  154  in  1899,  and  in  the  Southern  Province  only 
30  acres  were  leased  as  against  117.  In  the  Central  and 
Western  Provinces  similar  signs  of  the  depression  of  the  industry 
were  manifest. 

3.  The  number  of  gem  pits  in  the  Province  of  Sabaragamuwa 
rose  from  280  to  404,  which  would  lead  to  the  inference  that 
this  form  of  mining  is  a  profitable,  although  naturally  a  speculu- 
ti^e,  investment. 

4.  The  chief  manufactures  arc  cloth  weaving,  jaggery,  oil 
(cocoanut,  gingelly,  and  citronella),  copperah,  coir,  bricks  and 
tiles,  mats,  baskets,  tobacco,  jewellery,  carpentry,  &c. 

6.  The  manufacture  of  salt  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Government, 
and  the  monopoly  of  the  sale  yielded  the  substantial  sum  of 
Es.  1,106,568-66.  . 

6.  The  fisheries  of  the  Northern,  Eastern,  and  North- Western. 
Provinces  were  successful,  but  no  progress  is  to  be  recorded  in 
respect  of  the  metiiods  of  curing  the  produce.  There  was  no 
oyster  pearl  fishery,  nor  is  it  expected  that  the  banks  will  be 
ready  to  be  fished  for  another  year  or  two.  The  young  oysters 
have  a  disappointing  way  of  disappearing  before  they  come  to 
maturity,  and  have  many  enemies  to  coDtend  with.  An  expert 
will  visit  Ceylon  next  year  to  investigate  and  report  on  the  best 
measures  for  their  [n'otection. 
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(C)    AORICULTURAL   InDUSTBIES  AND  BOTANICAI.   StaTIOSS. 

1.  The  chief  agricultural  products  are  paddy,  tea,  cocoanutB, 
cacao,  tobacco,  and  spices. 

2.  The  export  of  tea  increased  by  20,000,000  lbs.  aad  reached 
149,264,602  lbs.,  valued  at  Rb.  63,735,257.  The  export  to 
Russia  rose  by  5,000,000  lbs.,  the  export  to  Australia  by 
2,000,000  lbs.,  and  to  America  by  1,000,000  lbs.  The  price 
realized  in  Loudon  Ml  10  per  cent,  to  7'20d.  per  pound.  Culti- 
Tatiou  is  extending  in  Southern  India,  Java,  and  elsewhere, 
and  it  is  feared  that  the  full  effect  of  over-production  has  not 
yet  been  felt,  and  that  the  tea  industry  has  a  tjrying  period  before 
it.  The  remedy  would  appear  to  be  in  selecting  specially  trained 
manfigers,  {Juckiug  for  qtiality  rather  than  quantity,  improve- 
ment of  the  jat  of  tea  planted,  careful  protection  against  disease, 
>>nd  improved  methods  of  manufacture. 

3.  Of  coffee  only  10,777  cwt.  were  exported  in  marked  contrast 
to  the  days  when  coffee  was  king. 

4.  the  export  of  cacao  decreased  considerably,  but  the  prices 
obtained  were  ^ood.  This  plant  is  susceptible  to  canker  and 
attacks  of  Heiopeltis,  and  the  pods  offer  so  strong  an  attraction 
to  thieves  that  the  possession  of  greon  cacao  without  valid  ex- 
planation is  a  statutory  offence. 

6,  Cocoanut  cultivation  continued  to  expand,  and  there  was 
on  increase  in  the  export  of  all  the  products  of  this  most  useful 
tree,  including  oil,  copperah,  desiccated  cocoanut,  poonac, 
coir,  Ac. 

6.  Cardamoms  are  being  more  extensively  cultivated  from 
year  to  year,  but  a  considerable  fall  in  price  is  to  be  anticipated. 
Cinnamon  has  also  declined  in  value. 

7.  In  favourable  localities  Indiarubber  is  doing  well,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  seed  was  exported  to  Burmah  anil  the  Straits. 
Samples  prepared  locally  have  been  favourably  reported  on  in 
Europe,  and  promise  a  future  for  this  product. 

8.  Fibrous  plants  abound  in  Ceylon,  but  their  cultivation  is 
not  systematically  pursued. 

9.  Camphor  came  into  prominence  during  the  year.  Owing 
to  the  monopoly  established  by  Japan  the  price  of  crude  camphor 
rose  to  200«.  a  cwt.,  and  if  this  price  is  maintained  there  is  some 
prospect  of  growing  the  plant  profitably  in  Ceylon,  where  it 
succeeds  well  in  many  districts.  A  series  of  distillation  experi- 
ments yielded  fairly  promising  results. 

10.  Tobacco  cultivation  is  fairly  remunerative,  but  there  is 
reason  to  fear  over-production^  as  Southern  India  affords  the 
only  market  for  Ceylon's  surplus  output.  Hie  qualify  is  not 
high  class. 

11.  Citronella  oil  has  fallen  in  value,  and  it  now  barely  pays 
-to  cultivate  the  grass. 
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Botanical  Stations. 

12.  Ab  usual  the  work  of  tlie  Director  of  the  Royal  B( 
Oardens  was  carried  oat  chiefly  at  Peradeniya.  His  sta: 
recently  received  a  material  acquisition  of  strength  by  tli 
pointment  of  a  Mycologist,  an  Entomologist,  and  an  Agrica 
Chem^t,  who  have  done  much  in  the  way  of  investig 
disease,  analyzing  soils,  &c.,  and  generally  advising  the  pla 
community  as  to  ihe  introduction  of  new  products  an 
protection  of  existing  ones. 

13.  Throughout  the  Island  there  are  numerous  experin 
gardens  from  which  new  plants  are  fumifihed  to  ihe  vill 
for  cultivation.  The  villagers  are  very  conservative,  bu 
quick  enough  to  adopt  any  innovation  that  will  pay,  an 
holding  of  local  agricultural  shows  will  no  doubt  in  time  w 
many  of  their  old-fashioned  prejudices. 

(d)  Land  Grants  and  Valde  of  Land. 

1.  During  the  year  32,250  acres  of  land  were  alienated  i 
Crown  by  sale  or  settlement,  as  against  21,301  in  1899. 

2.  Under  Sir  Henry  Ward's  Minute  3,fi55  acres  were  so 
paddy  cultivation. 

3.  The  prices  realized  showed  a  falling  off,  the  average 
Bs.  19'80  against  Bs.  34'20. 

4.  The  Survey  Department  again  had  a  busy  year,  cai 
out  block  surveys  of  236,039  acres,  topographical  surv* 
2,fi28,487  acres,  application  surveys  of  20,801  acres,  and  n 
laneous  surveys  of  1,516  acres. 

The  acquisition  of  land  for  the  Northern,  Uda  Pussellaw 
Kelani  Valley  Railways  involved  a  large  number  of  su 
and  the  claims  of  the  Irrigation  Department  continued 
crease. 

(e)  Shipping. 

1.  The  shipping  returns  for  the  Island  show  a  decre; 
1,335  in  the  number  of  vessels,  but  an  increase  of  1,048,73 
in  tonnage: — 


1899. 

1900. 

Entered 

Cleared 

No. 

3,845 

3,840 

Tons. 

3,721,782 
3,717,423 

No. 

3,147 
3,203 

Tc 

4,23 

Total 

7,G85 

7,439,205 

6,360     1    fi,48 
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2.  The  number  and  tonnage  of  steamerB  and  sailing  vesBels 
entered  inwards  and  cleared  oatwards  in  1900,  exclusive  of  those 
calling  to  coal  and  for    orders    at    Col<anbo    and    (HUe,   are  . 
shown :  — 


Steamers. 

Sailing  Teuek. 

Total. 

No.   j      Tods. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

3,832,744 
3,833,704 

Colombo- 
lavsrds 

Ontwuds 

1,739 

3,774,501 
3,775,576 

567 
565 

58,243 
58,128 

2,296 
2,304 

Total 

3,469 

7,550,077 

1,132 

116,371 

4,600 ;  7,666,448 

QftUe— 

Inwards 

Outwards 

172 
170 

324,877 
322,300 

16 
16 

1,283 
1,283 

188 
186 

326,160 
323,683 

Total 

342 

647,177 

32 

2,566 

374 

649,743 

The  arrivals  at  the  Port  of  Colombo  show  an  i 
steamers  of  470  aggregating  1,687,123  tons,  and  in  sailing 
vessels  of  14  vessels  aggregating  1,439  tons  as  compared  with 
1899.  Galle  shows  an  increase  of  six  steamers  aggregating 
33,762  tons,  and  of  four  sailing  vessels  aggregating  375  toiks ; 
altogether  lowing  an  increased  tonnage  A  34,127  for  the  year. 

3.  The  nationality  of  vessels  inwards  and  outwards  during 
1900  for  the  Island  is  as  follows :  — 


Entered  Inwardr. 

Cleared  Ontwards. 

Nationalit;. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

British       

1,616 

2,952,4!)0 

1,542 

2,937,212 

Colonial    

1,167 

101,970 

1,187 

105,056 

Anstrian 

48 

126,667 

48 

126,567 

French      

103 

228,291 

103 

228,291 

0«mian     

136 

479,513 

136 

479,513 

JapaB«M 

53 

187,326 

S3 

187,326 

Carried  forward 

3,012 

4,076,156 

8,068 

4,063,964 
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Nationality  of  Vb88BL8— «>n(. 


Entered  Inwards. 

Cleared  Ontwaidx. 

NfttioiuUt;. 

No. 

Tom. 

No. 

Tons. 

Brought  forward 

3,012 

4,076,166 

3,068 

4,083,964 

HddiTisii 

81 

10,217 

81 

10,217 

Bnnan     

23 

78,301 

23 

78,301 

Dsnuh       

3 

6,839 

3 

5,839 

Spuiuh     

15 

45,098 

15 

45,098 

« 

i2,m 

8 

22,297 

Italian       .„        ... 

4 

10,461 

4 

10,461 

Dutch        

1 

1,697 

I 

1,697 

Total 

3,147 

4,-250,066 

3,203 

4,237,87* 

of  723,743  tonB. 
increase  of  882,651  tons, 
increase  of  644,360  toas. 


4.  Compared  vitii  the  years  1896,  1897,  1898,  and  1899,  the 
reeult  inwards  and  outwards  is  as  follows :  — 

Inwards. 
1896. — ^A  decrease  of  806  vessels,  but  an 
1897. — ^A  decrease  of  624  Tessels,  but  an 
1898. — ^A  decrease  of  404  Teasels,  but  an 
1899. — A  decrease  of  698  vessels,  but  an  increase  of  528,284  tons. 

Oittteardi. 
1896. — A  decrease  of  780  vessels,  but  an  increase  of  684,519  tons. 
1897. — ^A  decrease  oi  582  vessels,  but  an  increase  of  900,642  tons. 
1898. — ^A  deorease  of  343  vessels,  but  an  increase  of  760,939  tons. 
1899. — A  deorease  of  637  vessels,  but  an  increase  of  620,451  tons. 
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ni.— LEGISLATION. 

The  legal  enactmenta  of  1900  are:  — 

An  Ordinance  to  repeal  certain  Ordinances. 

An  OrdiniuLce  for  Incorporating  the  Council  of  Legal  Edu- 
cation. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  "  The  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Pension 
Fund  Ordinance,  1898," 

An  Ordinance  to  consolidate  the  Law  regulating  the  carriage 
of  Passengers  and  Q-oods  by  Boat. 

An  Ordinance  to  further  ai&end  Ordinance  No.  1  of  1S9T, 
intituled  "  An  Ordinance  relating  to  Claims  to  Forest,  Chena, 
Waste,  and  Unoccupied  Lands." 

An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  raising  a  sum  not  ezceedingr 
£100,000  Sterling  for  the  PubHo  Service. 

An  Ordinance  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  to  China  of  Armsr 
Military  Stores,  aaa  other  Qoods. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Ordinance  Ho.  1  of  1889,  intituled 
"The  Courts  Ordinance,  1889." 

An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  taking  of  a  Census  from 
time  to  time. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  "  The  Boad  Ordinance,  1861,"  and 
"  The  Road  Ordinance,  1861,  Amendment  Ordinance,  1884," 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  "  The  Small  Towns  Sanitary  Ordi- 
nance, 1892," 

An  Ordinance  relating  to  the  Exportation  of  Arms,  Ammimi- 
tion,  and  Military  and  Naval  Stores. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Ordinances  No.  17  of  1869,. 
No.  11  of  1891,  and  No.  18  of  1896,  relating  to  Customs  in 
the  Island  of  Ceylon. 

An  Ordinance  to  raise  a  Loan  of  £1,400,000  Sterling  for  the' 
construction  of  Railway,  Irrigation,  and  other  Public  Works. 

An  Ordinance  for  the  better  preservation  of  the  Antiquities 
of  the  Island. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  "  The  Municipal  Councils'  Ordinance, 
No.  7  011887." 

An  Ordinance  for  making  provision  for  the  Contingent  Services 
for  the  Year  1901. 

An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  further  appropriation  of 
certain  Unclaimed  Balances  from  the  Loan  Board. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Registiation 
of  Marriages  in  this  Island  other  than  the  Marriages  of  Eandyans 
or  Mohammedans. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Ordinance  No.  6  of  1900,  in* 
tituled  "  An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  raising  a  snm  not  exceeding 
£100,000  Sterling  for  the  Public  Service. 
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An  Ordinance  further  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Notaries. 

Aa  Ordinance  for  making  proTiaion  for  the  Supplementary 
Contingent  Charges  for  the  Tear  1900. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Registration 
«f  Births  and  Deaths  in  this  Island. 


IV._EDT'CATION. 


Tkihaxy  Education  :    Main  FEATttRES  and  Numbeb  of 
Schools. 

{a)  Primary  Education. 

1.  The  number  of  children  receiving  primary  education  in 
■Government  and  aided  schools  was  in  1900  159,494,  of  whom 
115,564  were  boys  and  43,930  were  girls.  Of  this  total  48,223 
were  attending  Government  schools  and  111,271  were  attending 
Aided  schools.  The  total  number  of  the  schools  here  claased  as 
primary  was  1,765,  of  which  497  were  Government  Schools  and 
1,268  were  aided  schools. 

Primary  education  in  English  was  being  given  to  11,298 
children:  10,408  boya  and  890  girie.  The  remainder,  viz., 
148,196  children,  was  receiving  instruction  in  the  vernacular 
only.  Of  this  number  106,156  were  boys  and  43,040  were 
girls.  The  cost  of  the  Government  schools  was  Rs.  198,635'87, 
and  the  sum  paid  as  grants  to  the  aided  schools  was 
Bs.  329,727-40. 

2.  In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  1,991  unaided  verna- 
cular schools  which  furnished  numerical  returns  to  Govern- 
ment; in  these  33,738  children  were  said  to  be  receiving 
instruction. 

3.  If  Uie  question  is  raised  how  far  the  elementary  education 
provided  is  adequate  to  the  wants  oi  the  population,  the  ntunber 
of  those  receiving  higher  instruction  should  be  added  to  the 
above  figures:  this  gives  as  the  total  number  of  children  at^ 
tending  schools  208,274,  i.e.,  about  6  per  cent,  of  the  population. 
It  may  be  inferred  that  about  half  the  children  of  school-going 
age  are  getting  something  in  the  way  of  education.  Probably 
rather  more  ih&n  half  are  learning  to  read  and  write ;  for  a 
large  proportion  of  children  leave  school  after  passing  the  Second 
or  Third  Standard.  The  number  presented  for  examination  in 
the  Fourth  Standard  is  less  than  two-fifths  of  the  number 
presented  in  the  First  Standard. 

4.  The  children  who  are  receiving  no  education  at  all  are 
mainly  those  living  in  outlying  coaatry  districts.    The  town«, 
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OiTLOH,     aa  a  rule,  are  well  provided  for  by  MiBBionaiy  schools  and  other 
^^*^       privatd  agencies. 

5.  ProTiBion  for  compulaor}'  attendance  forme  a  part  of  the 
Ghmsabhawa  rales  in  some  country  districtB ;  in  many  of  these 
it  is  enforced  with  creditable  Tigrour,  In  most  conntiy  districta 
and  in  all  towns  there  is  no  means  of  enforcing  school  attendance. 

(6)  Secondary  Education. 

G.  The  only  Government  institution  devoted  to  secondary  edu- 
cation is  the  Royal  College,  Colombo,  in  which  the  number  of 
pupils  has  for  some  years  averaf^ed  a  little  over  300 ;  in  1900 
it  averaged  388.  The  pupils  in  the  upper  classes  of  the  College 
are  presented  for  the  Cambridge  Local  Examinations  (Senior  and 
■Tunior),  London  TTniverelty  Matriculation,  and  Intermediate  in 
Arts.  The  stafF  consists  of  16  masters,  five  of  whom  hold  English 
University  degrees.  The  gross  cost  to  Government  in  1900  was 
Bs.  40,465'25,  of  which  the  sum  of  Us.  20,515  was  recovered  in 
school  fees.  Besides  the  Royal  College  there  are  60  aided  High 
schools,  educating  9,480  pupils,  of  whom  7,093  are  boys  and 
2,387  are  girls.  There  are  also  60  unaided  institutions,  at  which 
2,925  pupils  are  said  to  be  under  instruction,  but  only  a  very 
small  number  of  these  are  really  receiving  secondary  education. 

7.  The  encouragement  offered  by  Government  takes  two  forms : 
(a)  Grants,  ^6)  Scholarships :  — 

(a)  In  aided   schools  grants  for  specific  subjects  as  well  as 
for  work  in  the  standards  are  paid  on  the  results  of 
the  Government  examination  in  each  school.      Liberal 
grants  are  also  paid  for  every  pupil  who  obtains  honours 
in  the  Senior  or  Junior  Cambridge  Local  Examination, 
or  who  passes  the  London  TTniversity  Matriculation  or 
Intermediate  in  Arts.        The  total  sum  expended  in 
grants  to  the  High  schools  in  1900  was  Ra.  44,891. 
(t)  The  English  University  Scholarship  of  £200  for  four  years 
is  awarded  annually  on  the  result  of  a  special  examina- 
tion held  by  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Joint  Board 
for  School  Examinations. 
The  Gilchrist  Scholarship  of  £160  for  three  years  for  Mathe* 
maticB  and  Science  is  awarded  once  in  three  years  on  the  results 
of  the  Senior  Local  Examination. 

One  scholarship  of  Rs.  240  for  three  years  is  awarded  annnally 
to  girls  on  the  results  of  the  Senior  Cambridge  Local  Examina- 
tion. On  the  results  of  the  Cambridge  Junior  Local  Examination 
one  scholarship  of  Rs.  240  for  three  years  and  two  of  Rs.  120 
for  three  years  are  awarded  annually  to  boys  and  two  scholar- 
ships of  Rs.  120  for  three  years  are  awarded  annually  to  girls. 
In  1900  the  total  sum  expended  on  scholarships  was- 
Rs.  20,944-74. 
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8.  On  the  whole  very  creditable  results  are  obtained  in  these  < 
•examinations  by  which  secondary  education  is  tested.  In  1900 
ten  candidates  passed  the  London  Matriculation,  three  in  the 
First  Division,  seven  in  the  Second  Division ;  one  candidate 
passed  the  London  LL.B.  Examination  in  the  Second  Division ; 
61  candidates  passed  the  Senior  Cambridge  Local  Examinatioa, 
14  obtaining  honours ;  145  passed  the  Junior  Cambridge  Local 
Examination,  34  obtaining  honours. 

IimusTsiAL,  Technic.\l,  and  Ageicultcbal  Schools. 

9.  There  are  no  Government  industrial  schools,  but  industrial 
-education  is  supported  by  a  liberal  grant.  In  1900  the  aided 
industrial  schools,  which  are  30  in  number,  received  grantd 
amounting  to  Rs.  32,057'56.  These  schools  are  under  the 
management  of  the  Church  of  England,  Roman  Catholic,  Wes- 
leyan,  and  American  Missions.  The  number  of  pupils  in  them 
was  1,750.  The  trades  taught  were  dressmaking  146,  lace- 
making  64l,  embroidery  346,  cooking  17,  spinning  49,  tailoring 
74,  shoemaking  8,  joinery  and  cabinet-making  253,  printing  68, 
bookbinding  116,  ironwork  23,  warping  6,  bundling  2,  and  draw- 
ing 2.  In  some  of  these  schools  tiie  work  is  excellently  organ- 
ized, each  trade  being  under  a  skilled  foreman,  and  sufficient 
outlay  having  been  made  to  supply  a  really  adequate  stock  of 
tools  and  plant.  This  is  specialty  the  case  with  the  Roman 
Catholics,  who  place  trained  lay  brothers  in  chaise  of  each  trade. 
In  others  the  outlay  on  tools  and  plant  has  been  insufficient, 
the  trades  are  supervised  by  native  foremen  of  an  inferior  char- 
acter, and  the  management  is  in  the  hands  of  those  who  have 
no  practical  knowledge  of  the  industries  which  are  being  taught. 
In  1900  an  important  step  was  taken  in  the  direction  of  better 
organization.  A  schedule  was  drawn  up,  setting  out  three 
years'  work  in  joinery,  printing,  bookbinding,  and  prescribing 
tests,  the  passing  of  which  will  in  future  be  a  necessary  con- 
dition of  earning  a  grant.  These  schools  which  form  the  only 
provision  for  elementary  technical  education  may  be  expected 
in  the  future  to  increase  considerably  both  in  numbers  and 
efficiency. 

10.  Higher  technical  education  is  provided  for  by  the  Technical 
College,  a  Government  institution  established  in  1893.  In 
1897  it  was  re-oi^anized  and  its  work  largely  extended.  It  is 
now  the  regular  channel  of  admission  for  Ceylonese  to  the  follow- 
ing Departments: — Public  Works,  Survey,  Railway,  Post,  and 
Telegraph,  It  contains  Departments  of  Civil  Engineering,  Me- 
chanical Engineering,  Telegraphy,  Electrical  Engineering,  Sur- 
veying and  Levelling,  and  Drawing,      In  1900  the  number  of 

■students  was  96.  The  gross  cost  to  GovemmentwasRs.  28,956'11, 
of  which  sum  Bs.  5,396-77  was  recovered  in  fees,  &c. 

11.  A  School  of  Agriculture  has  been  maintained  by  Govern- 
ment since  the  year  1884,     The  numbere  in  1900  were  17,  and 
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the  g^rosB  cost  to  GoTenuueiit  was  Rb.  10,&54'44,  of  which  Bum- 
Ss.  1,303*90  was  recovered  in  fees.  A  forestry  class  of  fi.T& 
students  is  also  carried  on  under  the  BUpervision  of  the  Superin- 
tfflident. 

The  School  of  Agriculture  h&s  not  realized  the  anticipatioas 
which  were  formed  with  regard  to  it.  Ite  future  organization, 
ia  now  under  conaideration. 

13.  The  question  of  the  coat  of  education  to  the  GoTemment 
is  becoming  a  serious  one  in  view  of  the  ever-increaeiog  demands 
of  the  Public  Instruction  Department,  and  the  advisability  of 
imposing  a  cess  for  educational  wants  is  receiving  consideration, 
but  it  is  by  no  means  a  simple  matter  to  devise  in  an  Eastern 
country  the  machinery  for  securing  its  recovery  and  preveating 
its  incidence  being  unduly  or  harshly  felt. 


v.— GOVEENMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 
(a)  Hospitals  and  (b)  AsTLmts. 

1.  During  1900  there  were  64  hospitals  and  asylums  in  operas 
tion,  the  immigrant  hospital  at  Vankalai  being  rendered  super- 
fluous by  the  closing  of  the  North  road  cooly  route. 

2.  The  number  of  patients  treated  in  tJie  civil  and  lying-in 
hospitals  increased  by  6,611,  rising  to41,906.  The  daily  average- 
was  1,679  against  1,461  in  1899.     The  deaths  numbered  3,735. 

3.  In  the  field  hospitals  4,364  cases  were  treated  with  154 
deaths,  the  immigrant  hospitals  dealt  with  1,944  cases  with 
79  casualties,  and  the  district,  hospitals  with  13,785  patients, 
of  whom  2,454  succumbed. 

4.  The  Lunatic  Asylum  sheltered  139  new-comers,  the  total 
number  of  inmates  being  606.  There  were  55  discharged  as 
cured  and  38  deaths. 

6.  The  Leper  Asylum  received  137  new  patients,  and  the  totat 
lepers  under  treatment  numbered  399. 

6.  The  De  Soysa  Lying-in  Home,  the  Lady  Havelock  Hospital, 
the  Police  Hospital,  Colombo,  the  Qrenier  Eye,  Ear,  and  Throat 
Infirmary,  the  Ealmunai  Leper  Hospital,  the  Friend-iu-Need 
Society  Hospital  at  Jaffna,  and  the  Kanatta  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  all  did  good  work. 

(c)  Pooft  HonsE^i. 

Ceylon  is  fortunate  in  requiring  no  such  institutions.  Deaerv-  - 
ing  cases  of  poverty  are  relieved  by  private  effort,  which  is 
represented  by  the  Friend-in-Need  Society  of  Colombo,  which 
has  branches  in  many  out -stations.     To  the  fund^  of  this  Society 
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ihe  Government  contributed  Ba.  22,650  in  1900  as  wel 
ing  small  monthly  allowances  direct  in  certain  caees. 


(d)  BEFORKATOniES. 

The  only  inBtitution  of  this  nature  is  the  industi 
at  Maggona,  where  efforts  are  made  to  reclaim  youthfu 


(b)  Savings  Banks. 

1.  The  Ceylon  Savings  Bank,  Colombo,  had  25,647 
against  23,958  in  1899.  The  amount  deposited  was  Rs 
and  the  deposits  held  amounted  to  Be,  4,187,949. 

2.  In  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  Rs.  772,324  was 
^Le  total  number  of  depositors  standing  at  51,887  witli 
of  Rs.  1,257;293. 


VI.— JUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 

(a)  Police. 

1.  The  strength  of  the  force  was  1,758,  includii 
and  cost  Rs.  728,125. 

2.  Stations  in  connection  with  the  camp  for  prisoi 
were  established  at  Biyatalawa,  Haputale,  and  Welin 
«ost  of  the  Imperial  Oovemment. 

3.  No  punitive  police  stations  were  established  durii 
hut  temporary  stations  for  the  protection  of  cacao 
were  established  at  Yatawatta,  ITkuwela,  and  Pallel 
though  the  latter  stations  did  useful  work,  the  prt 
cacao  stealing  must  always  depend  mainly  on  the  i 
the  watchers  employed  by  estate  owners. 

4.  Some  alarm  was  caused  in  Colombo  by  a  su 
burglaries  accompanied  in  some  cases  by  the  use  of 
The  miscreant  was  ultimately  arrested  and  seaten 
years'  imprisonment. 

5.  Reports  of  17,703  true  offences  were  recorded  agi 
in  1899,  and  12,990  convictions  or  committals  were  se 
this  increase  of  3,269  cases  no  less  than  2,680  fall 
head  "  Other  Offences,"  which  includes  breaches  of 
and  other  by-laws,  which,  though  transgressions,  cai 
regarded  as  crimes. 

The  increase  in  real  crime  is  probably  due  to  th 
price  of  rice  and  the  decline  of  the  plumbago  industi^ 
many  of  the  criminal  class  found  employment. 
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OiTioit,         6.  The  figures   of  true  offences  reported  and  convictionB  or 
^*^'        oonuoittalB  obtained  read  as  follows  for  the  past  five  years :  — 


'    Trne  offences. 


1899 
IdOO 


16^12 
14,4^ 
17,703 


13,023 
I0,$?3 
10,173 
12,990 


7.  Murders  and  homicides  totalled  146,  against  125  in  1899, 
127  in  1898,  and  149  in  1897.  Bobberies  rose  from  269  in  1899 
to  289,  the  figures  for  1898  and  1897  being  312  and  498  respec- 
tively. Burglaries  again  increased  seriously  from  977  to  1,245, 
while  the  total  for  1898  was  but  638.  Grievous  hurt  cases  which 
fell  from  500  in  1898  to  371  in  1899  again  rose  to  391.  Thefts 
of  pnedial  produce,  too,  rose  from  886  to  1,119. 

8.  The  convictions  in  the  Superior  Courts  rose  in  i»oportion, 
the  figures  being :  — 


1I59R 
1893 
1900 


Of  the  146  cases  of  murder  and  homicide  124  were  com- 
mitted for  trial,  of  which  98  went  to  the  Supreme  Court.  In 
67  cases  convictions  were  obtained,  resulting  in  36  persons  being 
sentenced  to  the  extreme  penalty,  which  was  carried  out  in 
31  cases. 

9.  Many  of  the  bui^lary  cases  are  only  so  in  name,  the 'offence 
c^n  consisting  in  breaking  throt^h  the  wall  of  a  mod  hut, 
probably  more  with   the   object  of  uinoyii^   the  owner  than 
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to  olitain  plander.     The  percentage   of  convictions   rose   from 
20  per  cent,  to  36-23  per  cent. 

10.  Under  the  Ordinance  for  the  prevention  of  plague  there 
were  196  prosecutions  yielding  115  convictions. 

11.  There  was  an  increase  of  crime  in  the  Western,  Central, 
Iforth- Western,  and  Sabaragamuwa  Provinces,  and  a  decrease 
in  the  Northern,  Southern,  and  Eastern  Provinces,  while  the 
state  of  crime  in  TTva  was  normal,  and  the  Korth-Central,  a« 
neual,  had  practically  none  to  its  debit. 


(b)  Peisons. 

1.  The  total  admissions  into  jail  (excluding  road  defaulters) 
was  6,000,  against  6,158  in  1899,  showing  a  decline  of  1,237 
M  compared  with  1891,  when  the  population  was  577,899  less. 

2.  The  road  defaulters  sent  to  jail  numbered  only  260 — a 
wonderfully  small  total  for  the  Island, — and  of  these  360  only 
142  served  their  sentences,  107  finding  the  money  to  pay  the 
fine  of  Hs.  10,  while  one  was  discharged  on  account  of  an  in- 
formal committal  and  ten  were  released  on  medical  certificate. 

3.  Compared  wi^  the  3,506  admissions  to  jail  of  road  de- 
faulters in  1891  these  figures  offer  a  striking  contrast,  and  it 
may  be  of  interest  to  append  the  annexed  table  to  show  how 
the  working  of  the  Road  Ordinance  has  improved  in  the  last 
decade  until  it  may  be  said  to  be  almost  automatic. 

The  admissions  to  prison  of  defaulters  under  the  Boad  Ordin- 
ance were :  — 


T.„, 

No. 

[  1891    

3,50-, 

1  1892    

2,185 

1893    

1,127 

1894    

826 

. 

1895    

744 

1896    

648 

1897    

500 

1898    

379 

1899    

S29 

1900    

260 
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4.  Admissions  on  convietiims  t>efore  the  Superior  Conria 
nnmbered  939,  a^ainat  731  in  1899  and  1,138  in  1898.  Con- 
victions for  maaBlaughter  again  rose  from  71  to  82.  Tbirty-one 
criminals  vere  executed.  These  figures  show  a  striking  increase, 
the  number  sentenced  to  death  being  abnormally  great,  but  it 
is  difficult  to  explain  the  increase,  where,  as  is  the  case  in 
Ceylon,  the  primary  motive  for  taking  life  is  a  sudden  impulse 
of  anger  or  revenge  rather  than  cold'blooded  calculation  and 
intent. 

5.  The  daily  average  of  convicted  prisoners  fell  from  2,360 
to  2,231. 

6.  Only  one  prisoner  succeeded  in  escaping,  and  he  was  re- 
captured. 

7.  The  cost  of  maintaining  each  convicted  prisoner  waa 
Rs.  189'50  per  annum. 

8.  Deaths  in  prison  rose  to  111,  the  same  number  as  in  1898. 

9.  Prison  offences  increased  in  number,  but  corporal  punish- 
ment was  resorted  to  in  only  193  cases  compared  with  269 
in  1899. 

10.  The  daily  sick  rate  rose  from  130  in  1899  to  147,  as 
compared  with  161  in  1898. 

(c)  Cbiuinal  Statistics. 

1.  The  number  of  cases  instituted  in  the  Police  Courts  and 
Municipal  Magistrate's  Courts  was  67,196,  in  which  70,616 
persons  were  charged.  Of  these,  33,897  were  acquitted,  34,863 
convicted,  and  1,866  committed  for  trial  before  a  higher  court. 

2.  Of  1,820  prisoners  tried  by  the  Superior  Courts,  1,007  were 
convicted  and  819  acquitted. 

3.  In  murder  cHBea  45  convictions  were  secured  against  52 
acquittals;  the  figures  for  culpable  homicide  showing  29  to  8. 

4.  The  mmiber  of  cases  institulcil  in  the  Police  Courts  ap- 
proximated to  that  of  1898,  and  was  in  excess  of  the  number 
for  1899.  The  convictions  in  the  Superior  Courts  increased, 
and  the  acquittals  in  the  Minor  Courts  showed  a  considerable 
falling  off.  . 

5.  Cattle-atealing  cases,  which  afford  ample  scope  for  the  in- 
geuioiis  but  unsci-upuloiis  villager  to  pet  his  neighbour  into 
trouble,  showed  the  usual  striking  results,  no  fewer  than  2,067 
out  of  2,603  accused  being  summarily  acquitted,  while  only  487 
were  convicted  and  59  committed  for  trial. 

6.  The  QansabhawflB,  as  usual,  did  a  great  deal  of  unobtrusive 
hut  useful  work. 
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TH.— TITAL    STATISTICS. 

(a)  POPDI-ATION. 

The  eetim&ted  poptilatdon  of  tlie  Island  on  31et  December, 
1900,  -waa  3,612,303.  136,051  births  were  reglatered  and  100,873 
deaths.  Tlie  birtb-rate  was  38'2  afi^ainat  380,  and  the  deatb- 
rate  28*3  against  30'2  per  1,000  in  tbe  preTious  year,  calculated 
on  the  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  tbe  year.  Both 
birth  and  death-rates  show  an  improrement,  and  the  estimatfid 
popalation  exceeded  that  of  1899  by  123,000.  The  birth-rate 
varied  from  36*2  per  miile  in  Colombo  to  62*7  in  Mannaar,  and 
tbfl  death-rate  from  23*2  in  K^ombo  to  44'3  in  Mannaar. 

(b)  Pdblic  Hbaith. 

1.  Tbe  publio  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island  was 
good.  There  was  an  absence  of  those  widespread  severe  ont- 
breaks  of  malarial  fever  which  characterized  ih«  previous  year, 
but  cases  of  cholera  and  smallpox  were  numerous.  The  sanitary 
conditions  throughout  all  the  towns  and  villages  of  the  Island 
are  always  being  improved. 

2.  During  the  year  cholera  outbreaks:  were  very  general 
throughont  the  Tsland  in  the  Western,  Centr^,  NcHih-'Westem, 
Eastern,  N'orth-Central,  and  Sabaragamuwa  Provinces,  and  in 
the  province  of  Tlva.  The  wily  Provinces  which  were  free  were 
the  Northern  and  Southern.  Cholera  was  prevalent  throughout 
the  cooly-recruiting  districts  of  Southern  India,  and  the  out- 
breaks can  in  every  instance  be  traced  ultimately  to  them.  The 
first  case  was  reported  in  July  on  an  estate  in  the  Romboda 
district  of  the  Central  Province,  and  outbreaks  occurred  soon 
afterwards  in  other  parts  of  the  Central  Province  and  in  the 
Province  of  TJva.  There  were  104  cholera  centres  up  to  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  most  severe  outbreak  occurred  at  Buttale 
in  the  Province  of  TJva. 

9.  There  were  252  cases  of  smallpox,  of  which  52  proved 
fatal.  Of  these,  74  occurred  in  the  Western  Province  and  141 
in  the  Central  Province. 

4.  Of  leprosy  635  cases  were  reported,  against  606  in  1899. 
The  new  cases  reported  were  210  against  208.  The  deat^ 
nomhered  43,  the  duration  of  the  disease  ranging  frmn  2  to  26 
years. 

6.  Of  3,646  cases  of  parangi  treated  in  the  hospitals  only  9 
proved  fatal. 

(C)  SAinTATIOlI. 

'Oetifral  Sanitary  CondiHon  of  the  Co/ony  ajuf  (A« 

CM«f  Totmi. 

1.  The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  Island  remains  in 

mncli  the  same  condition  as  last  year.    The  same  method  of 

disposal  of  dust  and  night  soil  exists,  and,  though  by  no  means 

10118-^  0  S 
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satisfactory,  is  still  far  from  bad  when  compared  with  other 
tropical  countries.  The  water  stippl;  is  often  very  good,  and 
endeavours  are  made  every  year  to  remedy  defects. 

2.  Colombo  is  growing  rapidly,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to 
keep  it  in  as  sanitary  a  condition  as  possible. 

Port  sanitation  is  the  first  consideration,  as  the  nmnber  of 
ships  catering  the  port  from  all  parts  of  the  world  is  rapidly 
increasing,  and  the  first  line  of  defence  to  the  town  ag^nst 
disease  is  the  sanitation  of  the  port.  This  has  been  carried  out 
in  a  most  efficient  manner  during  the  year.  In  the  town  itseU 
the  streets  have  be«i  made  wider,  so  that  air  space  is  abundant. 

3.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  this  Island  has  for  another 
year  escuped  the  scourge  of  plague,  although  it  has  been  present 
in  many  ports  from  which  vessels  come  to  Geylon.  This  freedom 
may  be  put  down  to  a  combination  of  many  causes :  lat,  that 
Col(Mnbo  is  not  a  terminal  port;  2nd,,  that  vessels  do  not  come 
alongside  any  pier ;  3rd,  that  Teasels  and  their  crews  coming  from 
infected  ports  are  thoroughly  inspected  before  leaving ;  4th,  thai 
the  Plague  Committee  is  fully  alive  to  its  greatest  responsi- 
bilities ;  6th,  to  the  good  work  performed  by  the  Port  Surgeons  i;' 
6th,  that  the  Mand  is  prepu^  to  meet  it 

(d)  CinuTB. 

(1)  RainfaU. 

The  rainfall  varied  from  180-34  inches  in  246  days  at  Batna- 
pnra  to  36'39  inches  in  7S  d^s  at  ICannaar. 


(2)  Temperature. 

The  mean  temperature  varied  between  82*8°  at  JafFna  to 
58-2*  at  Hakgala. 

The  mean  daily  variation  of  temperature  was  highest  at 
-Badnlla  (18-2°)  and  lowest  at  Galle  (8-9°).  The  mean  dafly 
range  at  Colombo  was  IS-l*:*  and  at  Kandy  16-7<>. 


(3)  Direction  and  Force  of  Wind. 

Fnan  November  to  February  the  wind  blows  from  the  norths 
east  and  from  April  to  October  from  the  south-west.  The  force 
of  the  movement  of  the  wind  varies  very  greatly  between  18-2 
miles  and  33d  miles  per  diem  at  Batnapura  and  Nawara  Eliya  re- 
spectively. 
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Till.— POST  AND  TELBGBAPHS. 

1.  An  abnormal  increase  occurred  in  every  departmebt  at 
money  (oder  biisinesH.  Xlie  total  number  dealt  witb  dnrlng  .^e 
year  wm  356^18  of  the  ^ue  of  Rs.  9,454,707,  npreaeiiting 
ftn  increase  orer  the  previouB  year  of  22  per  cent,  in  number 
and  31  per  cent,  in  amount. 

2.  The  number  of  Indian  telegraph  money  orders  iseued  in 
Ceylon  for  payment  in  India  was  22,277  of  the  value  of 
Be.  1,433,106,  representii^  the  enormoiu  increase  over  the 
previous  year  oj  66  per  cent,  in  number  and  61  per  cent,  in 
amount 

3.  Service  money  orders  issued  free  of  eommissicHt  to  Govern- 
ment Deparbnen^  during  the  year  numbered  12,187,  of  the 
Talue  of  Bb.  648,140. 

Poital  Orders. 

4.  Postal  Orders  show  a  steady  increase,  but  are  not  so  popular 
as  a  means  of  remitting  mon^  as  might  be  expected. 


T5flO 


Savingi  Bank. 

6.  He  year's' transactions  show  a  satisfactory  increase  over 
.the  -iHVTious  year.  The  total  number  of  depoeiwrs  on  the  books 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  61,887,  and  the  amount  to  their  credit 
was  lU.  1,267,293.  37,370  deposits,  amounting  to  Be.  772,324, 
and  14,634  withdrawals,  amounting  to  Ba.  712,668,  were  made 
during  the  year. 

6.  An  aclntowledgment  system  of  tel^raphic  money  orders 
on  India  was  introduced. 

7.  The  transmission  of  money  orders  to  Europe  was  accelerated 
by  sending  supplementary  advice  lists  to  London  1^  the  French 
and  German  steamers. 

Telegraph  extensions  in  1900  were :  — 


From 

Miles. 

120 

■VaTnniystoMolkitliiTn          

69 

W.tteganiB  to  Hoanlkde        

10 

HaldDmmnUa  to  Bal&Dgoda    

22 

Colombo  to  PolgaUwtJa          

40 
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TdepAone  Exchange. 

8.  The  nujaber  of  aubaeribers  to  ihe  telephone  exchwige  in- 
creased bj  one;  the  number  of  telephones  in  use  in  Colombo 
by  nine.     Four  miles  of  poets  and  13  miles  of  wire  were  added. 

9.  Three  telegraph  offices  and  four  village  receiving  offioea 
were  opened. 

10.  An  envelope  bearing  a  6-cent  stamp  was  introduced. 


IX.— MILITARY  FORCE  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  total  expenditure  during  1900 
on  account  of  military  services,  and  includes  two  new  items  of 
Rs.  15,867  for  the  formation  of  Planters'  Rifle  Corps  and 
Rs.  149,651  for  the  despatch  of  the  Ceylon  Contingent  to  South 
Africa:— 


Colony  during  1300. 

Amonnt 

Colonial  Contribntion  for  R^ukr 
Troops— 
Baknce  due  for  1899 

Ra.      0.          Bs.      e. 

Ba.     0. 

42,672  95 

Bxpenditare  on  ac  onnt  1900  ... 

1,846,096    0 

For  Volunteer  R^nient,  inclnding 
Mincellaneons  Storea. 

134  437  85 

Compensation  in'Iieu  of  exemption 

16,428  CO 

from  [^(.yment  of  Customs  Duties 

on    articles    impoited   for     the 
Troope. 
Kxpenses  on  account  Forti''aationii 

120,264  17 

ftt  Colomho  (on  account). 

Anonnt  paid  lo  settle  a  loan  to 

20,000    0 

Volunteer  Funda  aince  1692. 

17,392  69 

(re-Tota). 

Passage  money  of  discbuged  in- 

4,640   0 

structors. 

Expenses  on  account  of  formation 

16,867  62 

of  PlanteTs'  Bifle  Gorpe. 

Ezpenaes     on     account     rending 
Contingent  to  South  Africa. 

149,661  61 

Total       

—  ^ 

2,366^39 
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X-.— GENEBAL  OBSERVATIONS. 
(!)  Imfortant  Events. 

1.  The  moBt  important  event  of  the  year,  one  of  the  most 
important  in  the  history  of  Ceylon,  waa  the  Colony's  pai-ticipation 
in  the  South  African  campaign.  On  the  24th  December,  1S99, 
the  Secretary  of  State  accepted  the  offer  of  the  Governor  to 
furnish  a  Contingent  125  strong.  There  was  no  lack  of  volun- 
teers, and  by  the  10th  January  the  required  number  had  been 
secured.  On  the  2nd  "February  the  Contingent  sailed  for  the 
Cape  under  the  command  of  Major  A.  H,  Rutherford,  R.D.F. 

2.  The  martial  spirit  aroused  throughout  the  British  Empire 
hy  the  earlier  incidents  of  the  campaign  was  manifested  in 
Ceylon,  and  a  movement  originated  among  the  planting  com- 
munity for  the  formation  of  Rifle  Corps.  The  Government 
showed  its  cordial  approval  by  meeting  the  cost  of  constructing 
ranges  and  providing  arms  and  ammunition.  The  scheme  has 
proved  most  successful,  and  the  strength  of  the  Planters'  Rifle 
Corps  is  now  489,  distributed  among  IG  sections  in  Colombo  and 
np-conntry. 

3.  Another  important  and  exceptional  event  was  the  reception 
of  5,000  prisoners  of  war,  who  arrived  in  the  Island  durin|r 
August  and  September.  Under  the  bead  of  Public  Works  will 
be  found  a  short  account  of  the  elaborate  arrangements  made 
for  the  accommodation  and  comfort  of  the  Colony's  unwilling 
guests. 

4.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  Island  continued  to 
enjoy  immunity  from  plague,  the  precautions  to  combat  -which 
were  in  no  way  relaxed. 

5.  Good  prepress  was  made  with  the  railway  extensions  and 
irrigation. 

6.  The  Commission  appointed  to  report  on  the  Sanitation  and 
Water  Supply  of  Colombo  Submitted  their  report,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  now  sanctioned  the  following  arrangement:  — 
The  Government  to  undertake  the  remaining  duplication  of  tho 
water  main  from  Labugama,  estimated  to  coat  Rs.  2,000,000, 
on  the  condition  that  it  is  relieved  from  all  further  liability  in 
respect  of  the  water  supply  of  Colombo ;  the  Waterworks  to  Bo 
handed  over  to  the  Municipal  Council,  who  will  be  invited  to 
commute  by  a  lump  payment  their  annual  net  contribution  to 
revenue  of  Rs.  100,000  on  this  account ;  the  Government  to  raise 
forthe  Municipal  Council  a  loan  of  Rs.  3,000,000  for  the  carrying 
out  of  a  drainage  scheme,  charging  the  Municipal  Council  one- 
half  per  cent,  interest  in  excess  of  that  paid  on  the  loan ;  the 
Government  to  pay  the  Municipal  Council  Rs.  65,000  per  annum 
in  commutation  of  rates  on  Government  property  for  a  term  of 
seven  years,  when  the  arrangement  will  be  revised.  These  terms 
are  now  the  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  Government  and 
the  Municipal  Council. 
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(2)    POBLICWOKKS. 


The  total  expenditure  was  Es.  6,176,467  against  Es.  6,343391 
in  1899;  personal  emoluments  riBing  from  Es.  456,961  to 
Ea.  462,262. 

2.  Annually  Eecurrent  Works  claimed  Es.  3,029,279  and 
Extraordinaiy  Public  Works  accounted  for  Ra.  1.610,260.  The 
total  mileage  of  roads  is  3,588,  of  which  2,305  are  metalled, 
260  track-metalled,  619  gravelled,  and  403  natural  roads.  The 
cost  of  maintenance  of  metalled  roada  was  Es.  527  per  mile 
against  Es.  490  in  1899,  of  gravelled  roads  Es.  224,  and  of  natur^ 
roads  Es.  61,  showing  aa  increase  of  Es.  15  and  Es.  20  respec- 
tively. 

3.  Hn  the  completion  of  the  duplication  of  the  20-inch  water 
main  from  Hunupitiya  to  Wagga  steps  were  taken  to  have 
it  scraped,  and  the  maximimi  discharging  capacity  was  thus 
increased  by  500,000  gallons  per  diem  to  2,900,000  in  24  hours. 
The  Waterworks  at  Nuwara  Eliya  were  finally  completed,  and 
plans  and  sections  were  prepared  for  the  sanitation  of  Kandy, 
while  various  schemes  for  the  water  supply  of  outstations  were 
investigated. 

4.  The  Plague  Camp  at  Eagaiua  absorbed  Es.  25,000  in 
repairs  and  improvements. 

The  Camp  for  Prisoners  of  War  at  Diyatalaaa. 

6.  Instructions  were  received  on  the  2nd  May  to  erect  a  camp 
for,  the  reception  of  Boer  prisoners  at  Diyatalawa.  The  «ito 
selected  is  situated  on  undulating  ground  below  the  railway 
station  at  Diyatalawa. 

Accommodation  was  originally  proposed  to  be  provided  for 
2,500  prisoners ;  this  was  subsequently  increased  to  4,500. 

The  works  included  the  erection  of  huts  for  prisoners  with 
the  necessary  kitchens,  bathing  sheds  and  outbuildings,  quarters 
for  the  staff  with  offices  and  stores,  hospitals,  the  construction 
of  a  road  and  tramway  and  the  necessary  works  for  securing  an 
adequate  supply  of  water,  and  electric  lighting. 

The  huts  for  the  prisoners  are  120  feet  long  and  about  13  feet 
high,  built  of  galvanized  iron  with  substantial  framing  of  rolled 
beams  and  provided  with  wooden  floors.  Contracts  were  let  to 
the  Colombo  Commercial  Co.,  Messrs.  Walker,  Sons  &  Co.,  and 
Messrs.  Whittal  &  Co.,  for  the  erection  of  some  of  the  huts,  but 
the  greater  portion  of  the  work  was  carried  out  at  the  Govern- 
ment Factory.  The  kitchens  and  outbuildings  were  of  galvanized 
iron  with  concrete  floors.  The  bathing  sheds  were  erected  of 
wattle  and  daub  with  concrete  floors.  The  latrines  are  of  the 
rail  type  on  the  bucket  system,  erected  of  galvanized  iron  with 
concrete  floors.  The  buckets  are  removed  by  tram  to  the  pitting 
ground  situated  about  half-a-mile  from  the  camp. 
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The  quu-tere  aad  offices  for  the  stafE  are  of  galvanized  i: 
lined  with  wood  and  provided  with  wooden  floors.  The  stc 
are  of  galvanized  iron  with  concrete  floors.  The  hospitals 
of  similar  construction  to  the  buildings  occupied  b;  the  stafE 

A  metalled  road  has  been  constructed  from  the  railway  stat 
to  the  camp.  A  light  tramway  has  been  laid  from  me  st 
to  the  ration  sheds  and  from  the  camp  to  the  pitting  ground 

The  water  is  obtained  from  streams  on  the  hill  side  flow 
through  the  Roehampton  and  Eahagalla  estates  above  the  r 
way ;  upon  these  were  constructed  suitable  intakes.  Nes 
eight  miles  of  wrought  iron  piping  have  been  laid,  varying 
size  from  J-incb  to  three  inches  in  diameter.  A  break 
pressure  tank  was  erected  near  the  railway  station  and  f 
covered  service  tanks,  each  having  a  capacity  of  26,000  gallc 
were  constructed  in  close  proximity  to  the  camp. 

The  whole  of  the  camp  and  staiE  buildings  as  well  as  somi 
the  bnildioga  occupied  by  the  Military  guard  were  lighted 
electric  liffht.  This  work  was  carried  out  by  Mesare.  Boaet 
Bros,  of  ColcKubo. 

The  whole  of  the  camp  is  enclosed  by  a  barbed  wire  fe 
nearly  two  miles  in  length. 

Two  hundred  and  fiffy-nine  buildings  have  been  erected,  h 
ing  a  floor  area  of  271,551  superflcial  feet.  Upwards  of  7; 
tons  of  material  had  to  be  transported  to  the  site. 

The  camp  was  flrst  occupied  in  August.  The  whole  of 
accommodation  for  4,500  prisoners  and  staff,  together  with  c 
tingent  works,  was  practically  completed  in  October,  or 
months  after  receipt  of  notice  that  an  encampment  was  requii 

Camp  for  Prisoners  of  War  at  Ragama. 

6.  The  site  selected  for  the  camp  and   stafF    quarters 
that    known,    as     Plague     Camps     Nos.    2,    3,    and   4; 
buildings  consisting  of  cadjan  sheds  in   Camp  N^o.  2;   coi 
gated  iron  sheds  with  cadjan  sides  in  Camps  Noe.  3  and  4,  tli 
in  Camp  No.  4  having  concreted  floors. 

The  sheds  in  Camps  Nos.  3  and  4  were  sufiBcient  for 
accommodation  of  300  prisoners,  and  only  required  the  fl( 
to  be  strengthened,  roof  to  be  covered  with  cadjaus,  and  mi 
alterations  to  adapt  them  to  the  purpose  required. 

These  two  camps  were  surrounded  by  a  barbed  wire  entanj 
nient  3,600  feet  in  length,  six  feet  in  height.  This  fence  ' 
constructed  of  two  lines  of  posts  carrying  horizontal  wires  i 
placed  seffen  feet  apart;  between  these  wires  were  fixed  h 
horizontally  and  diagonally. 

The  whole  of  the  above  buildings  were  of  corrugated  ii 
the  living  rooms  being  provided  with  boarded  floors  and 
walls  lined  with  wood. 
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The  existing  buildings  in  Plague  Camp  No.  2  were  recad- 
janned  and  made  suitable  for  occupation  as  quarters  for  police 
and  servants  and  as  stores. 

Drains  were  conBtmcted  of  brick  and  cement  for  the  con- 
veyance of  fouled  water. 

An  incinerator  wa*  erected  in  Gamp  No.  2  for  the  disposal  of 
night  soil. 

An  adequate  supply  of  water  is  obtained  from  a  well  near 
the  railway,  the  water  being  pumped  up  into  iron  tanks  on  high 
ground  and  distributed  throughout  the  camp  by  wrought  iron 
piping  connected  with  atandposts. 

A  new  road  has  been  conatructed  leading  from  the  Colombo- 
Kagama  road  to  the  camp. 

The  neceesary  tables,  forms,  and  shelving  were  provided  and 
fitted  up  in  the  several  huts  and  stores. 

The  lighting  of  tfie  camp  was  provided  for  by  oil  lamps  fixed 
on  posts  near  the  barbed  wire  enclosure,  at  diatances  of  about 
30  yards  apart. 

The  work  was  commenced  on  the  26th  November,  1900,  and 
completed  ready  for  occupation  by  the  first  week  in  January, 
under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Mr.  G.  H.  M.  Hyde,  Acting 
■  FactoTy  Engineer,  assisted  by  the  Diatrict  Engineers,  Messrs. 
Jayawardene  and  tudovici. 

The  approximate  expenditure  has  been  Rs.  60,000. 

7.  During  the  year  479  orders  were  received  at  the  Govern- 
ment Factory,  amounting  to  Bs.  494,352-30,  which,  added  to 
Rs.  147,322-44  brought  forward  from  1899,  makes  a  total  of 
Rb.  641,67474.  To  this  sum  a  disbursement  of  Rs.  379,74218 
in  connection  with  Camps  Nob.  1, 2,  and  3  for  the  South  African 
prisoners  of  war  at  Diyatalawa  and  Rs.  12,06066  for  the  two 
Camps  at  Ragama  must  be  added. 

The  total  amout  available  for  expenditure  in  1900  was  as 
follows : — 


Oamps  for  South  African  Priaonore  of  War  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3 

at  Di;atalawB. 
OampB  for  Prisoners  of  War,  Bogama 

Factory  Orders      

Amoont  brought  forward  from  1899     


Hb.        o. 
379,742  18 

12,060  66 

494,352  30 

147,322  44 


1,033,477  58 
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Daring  the  same  period  106  iroa  bridges  were  constructed, 
Bb.  68,603  were  expended  on  harbour  improvements,  Ba.  63,437 
on  the  manufacture  of  tools,  and  Be.  16,583  for  other  Depart- 
meats.  The  Factor;  turned  out  1,927  cwte.  of  castings  for  the 
Bailvay. 

8.  The  expenditore  on  Colombo  Harbour  was  Bs.  2,000,186, 
made  up  as  follows : — 


Upkeep  of  Soutb-West  Brwkirater  and  inner  h&rbour  dredg- 

UUf. 

Barbonr  improTemeiiti,  Ac        

Hwbonr  vorka  extenBion 


442,736 
1,471,851 


The  total  expenditure  on  Harbour  I^ctensions  now  amounts 
to  Bb.  7,920,786,  the  grand  total  outlay  since  1873,  when  the 
South-West  Breakwater  was  commenced,  being  Bs.  22,261,831. 

Ghiod  iNX>greBB  was  made  with  the  Xorth-West  Breakwater. 
Tlie  lower  layer  of  rubble  was  extended  1,900  feet  and  430  lineal 
feet  of  blookwoifc  were  completed. 

In  connection  with  the  Chuving  Dock  74,473  cuinc  yards 
were  excavated. 


9.  The  Bailway  figiirea  given  below 

are  satisfactory:  — 

— 

1900. 

1899. 

Increase. 
IBOO. 

OroM  Reccdpta     

Working  Expenses         

Profit        

Ra. 
8,273,861 

4,874,310 

3,898,041 

Bs. 

7,668,887 

4,104,964 

Be. 

S13,464 

369,966 

Only  twice  before  in  the  hiatoiy  of  the  Bailway  have  the 
receipts  shown  such  a  large  increase,  vis.,  in  1868,  the  year  after 
the  line  was  opened  through  to  Eantfy,  when  the  earnings  of 
the  previous  year  were  doubled,  and  again  in  1896,  when  the 
increase  over  1894  amounted  to  Bs.  678^61. 

The  camp  f  ch-  priscners  of  war  and  their  gnard  at  Diyatalawft 
Ku  Iftrgdy  eontribat«d  to  the  increaM  last  year. 
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The  interest  paid  oa  loans  amounted  to  Rs.  1,233,619. 

Net  Earmngs. 

After  dedacting  the  working  expenses  and  the  payment  of 
interest,  die  net  amount  contributed  by  the  ItaiWay  to  the 
general  revenue  of  the  Colony  amounted  to  Bb.  2,664,422. 
equivalent  %o  a  dividend  of  4*6  ppr  cent,  on  the  total  capital 
cost  of  Rs.  57,968,225. 

There  was  no  extension  of  mileage. 

(3)  luUIGUATIOH  AND  EuiOSATlOH. 

The  Blue  Book  figures  are  very  incomplete,  but  the  Master 
Attendant  gives  the  number  of  cooly  immigranta  and  emigrants 
at  136,153,  and  51,581  respectively.  The  total  number  of  per- 
sons passing  from  Ceylon  to  India  was  120,360,  while  204,081 
crossed  frtHn  India  to  Ceylon. 

(4)  FiJTUSE  PaosPEcrs  of  Trabe. 

The  steady  rise  in  the  value  of  the  trade  of  the  Coloaiy,  which 
now  stands  at  Be.  220,550,716,  shows  how  the  trade  fif  the  Island 
,is  growing.     In  1850  the  figurea  wore  £1,249,956. 

(5)  SriTABiLrrY  of  Cliiute  fob  EtntoPEANS. 

The  climate  is  well  suited  for  Europeans,  but  under  existing 
cuiditions  manual  labour  is  practically  out  of  the  question  for 
the  white  man,  who  finds  his  avocation  in  sedentary  pursuite 
or  in  the  supervision  of  labour. 

(6)  Rates  of  Wages  ahb  Cost  .of  Livnra. 

The  rate  of  wagee  fnr  pnedial  labourers  varies  from  36  to 
60  cents  per  diem;  37^  cents  is  the  general  rate.  Domestic 
servants  earn  from  Rs.  10  to  Rs.  20  per  mensem,  Uie  average 
wage  being  about  Rs.  13.  Trade  employes  earn  from  60  cents 
to  Rs.  1'50  a  day.  The  cost  of  living  varies  greatly  in  difierent 
mrts  of  the  Island,  being  lowest  in  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
Provinces  and  highest  in  ColtHubo,  where  house  rent  is  a  serious 
';item  to  rich  and  poor.  The  ordinary  villf^er  can  probably  live 
in  fair  comfort  for  Bb.  5  te  Rs.  6  a  month. 

The  cost  of  living  for  a  European  is  somewhat  difficult  io 
calculate,  Ae  purchasing  power  of  the  rupee  being  something 
;jnidwfty*beWeen  its  ntUiiiial  Talue  ti  Zt.  and  gold  yalne  of 
1 1.  4d.,  if  local  and  tmpwted  ptindusei  bee  oonsidetred  ,t(«et)^- 
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(7)  Openings  foe  Investment  of  Capitai,. 

The  pliimba^  indnstiy  ia  experiencing  a  period  of  atagi 
and  tea  planting*  does  not  secure  the  profits  which  it  om 
but  cocoanut  cnltivation  continues  to  thrive,  and  minor  pr 
anch  as  cacao,  cardamomB,  &c.,  are  profitable. 

Social  Condition  op  tkb  People. 

There  is  little  to  add  to  what  has  been  yearly  noted  i 
subject.  The  Ceylon  native  haa  a  very  ^ood  time  of  it 
generally,  and  aa  regards  taxation  is  extremely  fortui 
the  small  demands  made  on  his  income.  Whether  it  m 
be  necessary  in  the  near  future  to  teach  him  the  virtue  i 
help  by  insisting  on  local  contributions  towards  the  ever-g 
demands  of  the  Medical  and  Educational  Departments  is 
tion  which  must  shortly  engage  serious  attention.  The  i 
of  imposing  and  recovering  a  local  cess  for  these  objects, 
the  incidence  of  the  tax  may  be  evenly  distributed  am 
unduly  on  no  one,  haa  yet  to  be  decided  upon,  and  many 
will  have  to  be  considered ;  but  a  solution  of  the  problc 
no  doubt  be  found, '  and  the  delegation  to  Village  Com 
of  the  power  to  recover  the  cess  will  be  another  aiep  i 
teaching  the  rudimenta  of  local  government. 

(9)  GmTBRAL  Condition  of  the  Colont. 

The  laet  year  of  the  century  waa  the  most  prosperous 
history  of  the  Island,  and  was  marked  by  affluence  and  pi 


Colombo, 

SeptMober  1, 1901. 


J.  J.  T&OSBrBH, 
Prineipai  Attittant  Ctdomal  i 
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The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majesty's 
Colonial  Possessions  have  been  issued,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  sources  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 
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No.  367. 
CEYLON. 

CPor  Keport  for  1900,  «m  So.  Ml.) 


LLEUXBHAirr  QoTBKiTOB  ut  TnuBH  to  Mn    Cbahberlaht. 
Qneen's  House,  Colombo, 

Geylon,  21st  AngoBt,  1903. 
Sir. 

I  HATE  "Qie  Iionour  to  forward  herewith  copies  of  the 
Ceylon  Blue  Book  for  the  year  1901,  together  with  copies  of  tb» 
Qsoal  Report  prepared  in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  <^oe. 

I  hare,  Ac, 

Etbkabdxh  TmntiT. 


BBPOHT  Om  THE  CEYLON  BLUE  BOOK  OF  1901. 


I.— FINANCIAIi. 

(a)  ftwnwiTi  ItBTXtnrs  Aim  ExFzinHTDBB. 

Bnenue. 

The  reremue  of  1900,  which  amoonted  to  Rs.  27,336,930,  ex- 
ceeded the  estimate  by  lU.  2,206,930.  The  revenue  of  1901  was 
estimated  to  yield  B».  26,320,000,  and  actually  amounted  to 
Bs.  26,437,102,  showing  an  iE<a'eaBe  over  the  estimate  of 
Bs.  117,102,  hmt  a  decrease  of  Its.  888,828  as  compared  with  the 
actual  rereirae  of  the  preceding  year. 

12S10*— 75_0/lVO3    Wt 38610      DftS— 6  A! 
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3.  The  decreaaeB  appear  under  Customa,  Poet  and  Telegiapbs, 
OoTernjnent  Railways,  Interest,  MisceUaneoua,  Sale  of  Govein- 
meat  Property,  and  Land  Sales ;  and  the  increases  tinder  P<»i 
and  Harbour  Dues,  Licenses,  Fees  of  Court,  Bent  of  Government 
Proper^. 
.  4.  Under  Customs  the  imports  of  grain,  cotton,  sugar,  and 
other  goods  declined,  while  imports  of  Bpiiits  and  sugar  increased. 
Exports  of  plumbago  recovered  elightly ;  but  bides  and  horns, 
arrack,  and  chanks  fell  ofF.  Kecoveries  on  account  of  haxbour 
dues  were  smaller.  Salt  yielded  a  larger  and  arrack  a  smaller 
return.  Judicial  stamps  to  the  value  of  Bs.  46,894  were  sold  in 
excess  of  the  sales  of  1900,  while  warehouse  rent  and  sundries 
contributed  Its.  8,576  and  Its.  25,526.39,  respectively,  to  the 
increase ;  on  the  other  hand,  Its.  43,705  and  Rb.  19,609  of  the 
deficit  are  attributable  to  commission  on  money  orders  and 
parcel  post  collections.  Government  RailwaiyB  showed  a  loss 
under  each  sub-head,  accotmted  for  by  a  shrinkage  in  the  goods 
traffic  and  a  decrease  in  the  numl>er  of  third  class  passengers  and 
coolies.  Profit  on  new  coins,  which  contributed  no  lees  than 
Rs.  126,512  to  revenue  in  1900,  does  not  appear  in.  the  retrarns 
for  1901.  Diminished  sales  of  timber  cut  down  profits  l^ 
Rs.  38,187,  and  a  shrinkage  in  land  sales  was  registered  by  a 
falling  oS  of  Rs.  237,538,  while  the  depression  in  the  plumbago 
market  vas  betrayed  by  a  fall  of  Rs.  23,980  under  Premiai  on 
Leases. 

Expenditure. 

5.  The  expenditure  of  1901,  which  totalled  Rs.  29,216,746, 
including  Rs.  3,170,000  from  surplus  revenue  on  account  of 
Railway  Construction,  and  Rs.  150,162  fw  Irrigaition,  exceeded 
the  expenditure  of  the  preceding  year  by  Rs.  267,819. 

6,  New  Pensions  accounted  for  Rs,  41,526  of  the  additional 
expenditure;  Provincial  Adminiatratdon  cost  Rs.  74,181  more 
than  in  1900;  special  requirements  of  the  Port  of  Colombo  were 
Gatisfied  at  an  enhanced  cost  of  Rs.  60,926.  The  Supreme  Count'. 
Fiscals,  and  Prisons  required  increased  provision.  The  largest 
claimants  for  extra  expenditure  were  the  Railway  (Rs.  359,426), 
Hospitals  (Rs.  101,412),  Education  (Rs.  87,863),  and  Milit^y 
Expenditure  (Rs.  81,313).  Rs.  14,618  were  saved  under  Regis- 
tration, owing  to  payments  on  account  of  the  Census  being  dealt 
with  I^  the  Treasurer.  Owing  to  smaller  expenditure  on  cur- 
rency notes  the  Treaaurer'B  vote  "  Miscellaneous "  was  saved 
Rs.  188,298.  Forests  and  Post  Office  effected  economies  of 
Rs.  64,724  and  Rs.  46,122,  respectively.  A  re-clasaification  of 
the  Irrigation  Department  expenditure  saived  the  Public  Works 
Department  Rs.  52,899,  and  on  Public  "Works,  both  Recurrent 
and  Extraordinary,  less  money  was  expended  during  the  year. 
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(b.)  Impoktast  Changes  in  Taxation. 
No  such  ch&ngee  are  to  be  recorded. 


(C.)   ASBBTS   AND   LIABILITIES. 

On  Ist  January,  1901,  Ite  tot«a  asasts  were  Rs.  24,973,692, 
against  Rs.  20,766,099  <m  Ist  January,  1900.  The  liabilitieB 
amounted  to  Bs.  23,076,437,  allowing  an  exceea  of  asaete  over 
liabilitiea  to  the  extent  «  Ua.  1,897,265.  From  thia  credit 
balance  muat  be  deductep  Ra.  177,130,  recoverable  arrears  of 
revenue  outstanding,  which  reduces  the  surplus  revenue  on 
Ifft  January,  1902,  to  Rs.  1,720,126.  Against  thia  aurplua, 
Rs.  1,900,000  has  been  voted  for  Irrigation  and  Railway  Exten- 
sion in  1902,  and  it  will  accordingly  be  necessary  to  restrict  an 
expenditure  on  these  services  during  1902  by  the  difference — 
Ba.  179,875. 


(d)  PdbuK!  Debt,  bhowihg  Pkotibion  vob  Fayuent. 

The  balance  due  by  the  Colony  on  sterling  debts  raised  in 
London  stood  on  31st  December,  1901,  at  ^,391,844  3>.  bd., 
^ainat  £3,419,451 1».  5d.  on  the  aune  date  in  1900.  The  balance 
on  the  local  ailver  debt  waa  Rs.  3,225,366.66,  as  compared  with 
Ra.  3,253,191.72  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  year. 


Legal  tender  currency  conaiats  of  gold,  <3  Ceylon  Governm^it 
notes  of  Rs.  1,000,  Rs.  100,  Rs.  60,  Rs.  10,  and  Rs.  6,  the  Indian 
rupee,  with  a  subsidiary  silver  coinage  of  50-cent,  26-cent,  and 
10-cent  pieces,  and  a  copper  coinage  of  6-cent,  1-cent,  ^cent,  and 
i-oent  pieces. 

About  half  the  face  value  of  the  paper  issued  is  held  in  specie 
hy  the  Currency  Commissioners,  the  balance  being  invested  in 
Indian  Oovemment  Faper  and  oth^  approved  securitieB :  — 


Crreuiation.  Bs.  i 

CuTKUcy  notes  in  ciicalatioii  on  Deoem-  —  18,213,960 

bet  3l8l,  1901. 
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— 

Vftlue. 

Reierve. 

By  silver  in  the  v»nlt          

By  gold  in  the  vault 

In  Bilver.         In  SworitiM. 
Ba.        c.           B>.           D. 
*,586,609  54              — 
1,612,600    0              — 

.   -                  3,507,486     2 
—                  3,507^  44 

6,199,109  54        7,014,840  46 

Totftl    

Be.  13,213,950 

Under  Ordinance  "So.  13  of  1901  the  specie  reserve  ma;  be  lield 
in  gold  as  veil  as  silver.  The  Currency  Commissioners  are 
bonnd  to  issue  notes  for  either  gold  or  silver,  but  may  redeem 
notes  either  in  gold  or  rupees  as  they  may  consider  fit. 

The  Mercantile  Bank  of  India,  Limited,  the  Bank  of  Madras, 
tlie  Ifatiinial  Bank  of  India,  Limited,  the  Hongkong  and 
Shanghai  Banking  Corporation,  and  the  Chartered  Bank  of 
India,  Australia,  and  China  do  business  in  the  Colony. 
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n.— TEADE,  AGMCULTUBE,  AlfD  ENDUSTEIBS. 

(a)   IlCFOBTS    ASD    EXFOKTB. 

1.  The  aQQiial  value  of  the  trade  ot  the  Colony  ior  tiw  last  fire 
years  was :  — 


Tear. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Bb. 

Bs. 

^ 

Bb. 

^ 

1897        

85,730, 16« 

9a 

83,229,303 

4f. 

168,969,460 

37 

1898        

87,625,0a4 

97 

93,801,890 

18 

181,326,926 

1(^ 

1899        

101^2,220 

til 

111,405,649 

99 

218,007,870 

60 

1900        

114,644,266 

41 

106,006,460 

W> 

220,660,716 

1901        

104,050,036 

la 

100,182,170 

U 

Imports. 

2.  The  value  of  the  imports  for  the  year  1901,  iacluding'  speoia 
<E«.  8,576,890),  was  Ba.  112,626,926.12. 

3.  The  value  of  importa  and  specie  imported  into  each  Province 
daring  1901  was:  — 


— 

Value. 

Weatern  Ptovinoe           

Northern  Province          

Soothern  Province          

Baatem  Province 

Ba.        0. 
94,374,612      6 
3,848,670    64 
4,616,427    94 
1,210,626    48 

Ba.          0. 

104,050,036    12- 
8,676,890      0 

SpecU. 
Western  Province      



Total „ 

112,626,926    12 

4.  Comparing  the  imports  of  1901  with  1900,  the  duty  on  anus, 
uid  ammimitdoa  has  risen  from  Bs.  70,&46.5&  to  Bs.  76,163.34,. 
an  increase  of  Bs.  4,606.79. 

Cotton,  manufactured  and  raw,  shows  a  total  value  ot 
Bs.  6,327,293.48  against  Bs.  8,208,817.66,  and  duty  of  Bs. 
248,629.20  against  Rs.  306,07362. 

Chemicals,  dye-stuffe,  and  tanning  substances  show  an  increase- 
of  Bfl.  166.07  in  duty. 

Cement  (exclusive  of  the  quantity  imported  aa  Government 
stores)  shows  a  decrease  in  value  of  Be.  112,366.40  and  in  quan- 
tity of  1,113  tons.     The  quantity  imported  as  Government  storea 
was  valued  at  Bs.  429,634.06,  against  Bs.  211.354.89  in  1900. 
12610  B 
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Coal,  Coke  and  Patent  Fuel. — ^The  quantit;  imported  was 
'627,728  tons,  against  590,099  tons  in  1900,  an  increase  of  37,629 
tons,  BritiBh  India  contribuiing  principally  to  the  increase. 
Colombo  imported  16,871  tons  of  coal  more  than  in  1900,  while 
the  increase  in  Galle  waa  12,849  tons. 

Keroune  oil'  shows  an  increase  of  369,821  gallons  on  the 
quantity  imported,  of  437,623  gaiUons  on  the  quantity  entered 
for  home  consumption,  of  R«.  231,137.88  in  value,  and  Rsr- 
109,404.96  in  duty. 

Food-stuffs,  biscuits,  beef  and  pork,  fish,  and  provisions  un- 
cuumerated  show  a  decrease  in  bo^  vi^ue  and  dut^ ;  butter  and 
eurry  stuffs  an  increase  in  value  and  duty ;  cheese,  flour,  potatoes, 
ham  and  bacon,  and  ghee  show  a  decreaee  in  value,  but  an 
increase  in  duty.  The  apparent  faJling  off  in  the  value  of 
certain  articles  is  due  to  a  change  in  the  calculation  of  v^ues. 
The  actual  value  has  been  taken  this  year,  while  for  many  years 
past  a  fixed — and  now  excessive — value  was  given. 

Clrain. — ^The  quantity  of  grain  cleared  for  home  cogsumption 
was  8,951,650  bushels,  against  9,592,323  bushels,  the  duly  re- 
covered amounting  to  Rs.  2,908,111.77,  that  on  rice  alone  being 
Hs.  2,597,723.74. 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  value  of  live-stock  imported  of 
Rs.  233,617,  The  number  of  cattle  rose  from  26,539  to  29,093. 
of  «heep  from  96,330  to  111,733.  The  number  of  horses  imported" 
fell  from  634  to  453. 

Metals  and  metalware  show  a  decrease  in  value  of  Rs. 
2,040,436.20.  The  decrease  is  due  principally  to  a  falling  o£E 
in  imports  and  partly  to  a  difference  in  the  method  of  calculMing 
the  value. 

Manures  of  all  kinds. — There  is  a  decrease  in  quantity  of  6,082 
tons,  and  in  value  of  Rs.  666,748.70. 

Oils  (excluding  kerosine  oil)  show  an  increase  in  value  of 
Rs.  197,583.29.  and  a  decrease  in  duty  of  Rs.  1,953.91. 

Opium  shows  ajlfcrease  in  the  quantity  imported  of  2,748  Ifaa. 
Poonac  shows  a  decrease  in  quantity  of  10,681  cwt. 
Spices  show  a  decrease  in  value  of  Rs.  5,039.38,  and  in  duty  of 
Rs  413. 

Spirits  of  all  kinds  show  a  decrease  in  value  of  Rs,  421,349.80, 
and  an  increase  in  diity  of  Rs.  24,478.62.  The  quantity  entered 
for  home  consumption  was  176,615  gallons,  against  171,046 
gallons  in  the  previous  year.  The  value  of  all  spirits  in  1901 
is  taken  as  declared  by  the  importers,  while  in  previous  years  the 
lowest  rate  at  which  the  value  was  calculated  was  Rs.  6  a  gallon. 
The  apparent  fall  in  value  is  due  therefore  to  the  correction  of  an 
anachronism  and  to  no  faUing  off  in  the  trade. 

Sugar  shows  a  decrease  in  quantity  of  12,428  cwt  and  in 
-duty  of  Rs.  34,029.49. 
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The  imports  of  specie  stow  an  increaBe  of  Ra.  781,388,  the 
increase  being  mainly  in  gold. 

Silk  manufactures  of  all  kiods  show  a  decrease  in  value  of 
Il«.  374,480.06  and  in  duty  of  Us.  16,112.23. 

Tobacco  shows  a  decrease  in  quantity  of  10,361  lb.,  and  cigars 
an  increase  of  13,110  lb. 

Woollen  manufactures  give  an  increase  in  value  of  Bs. 
276,897.18  and  in  duty  of  Bs.  13,070.68. 

Wines  of  all  kinds  show  a  decrease  of  Rb.  109.298.71  in  value, 
due  to  a  change  in  the  calculation  of  values,  and  of  Bs.  3,077.19 
in  duty,  the  total  quantity  entered  for  home  consumption  being 
57,007  gallons,  against  60,863  gallons  in  1900. 


Exports. 

1.  In  1901  the  value  of  exports  amounted  to  Bs.  102,840,348, 
distributed  as  follows :  — 


Ceylon  prodaoe 
Imports  re-exported  ... 

Spede 

Coal  for  nae  of  rtetuners 


8.^977,410 
1,273,700 
2,658,178 

12,931,060 


102,840,348    0 


2.  Compared  with  1900,  Ceylon  produce  shows  a  decrease  of 
Bs.  4,891,122,  maiinly  attributable  t»  the  smaller  shipments  of 
tea,  the  valuation  of  which  has  also  declined  from  36  cents  a 
pound  to  33  cents  in  the  year  under  review.  Imports  re-exported, 
however,  show  an  increase  of  Bs.  99,752,  value  of  ooal  exported 
for  the  use  of  steamers  shows  a  decrease  of  Bs.  1,032,920,  and  the 

.  exports  of  specie  of  Be.  261,618. 

3.  The  value  of  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  fell  from 
Bs.  66,295,524  in  1900  to  Bs.  50,158,739.  Exports  to  British 
Colonies  rose  from  Bs.  18,086,705  in  1900  to  Bs.  18,994,800,  and 
those  to  Foreign  Countries  from  Bs.  20,580,046  to  Bs.  20,755,749. 
The  exports  of  tea  to  Bussia  (Asiatic  and  European)  rose  by 
843,386  lb.,  but  that  to  the  United  Kingdom  shows  a  decrease 
of  249,412  lb.  The  value  of  exports  to  Bussia  (Asiatic  and  Euro- 
pean)  of  Ceylon  produce  fell  frx>m  Bs.  4,382,500  to  Bs.  4,069,415, 
and  to  the  United  States  of  America  from  Bs.  6,602,935  to 
Bs.  6,458,167.  The  fall  in  the  value  of  exports  to  flie  latter 
is  attributable  chiefly  to  cocoanut  oil,  which  shows  a  reduction 
from  66,102  cwt.,  value  Bs.  941,960,  to  27.122  cwt.,  value  Bs. 
434,766  in  1901. 
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4.  In  the  staple  articles  oi  export,  oardamoms  stow  a  decrease 
of  232  cvt.  and  cimuunon  of  1,40&  cwt  Coir  yarn,  fibre,  and 
rope  exported  irom  the  principal  ports  (Colombo  and  Galle)  has 
increased  l^  1,084  cwt. ;  copperah  exported  from  Colombo  and 
Oalle  also  shows  an  increase  of  52,019  cwt.  The  exports  ol 
citronella  oil  have  decreased  by  1,920,797  oz.  Of  tea,  the 
quantity  exported  fell  from  149,264,603  lb.  in  1900  to  144,275,608 
lb.  Of  plumbafTO,  446,960  cwt.  were  exported  in  1901  as  against 
391,699  cwt.;  but  there  was  a  fall  in  value  from  Rb.  500  in  1900 
to  Rs.  430  per  ton. 

(b)  Mutes,  Manctfacttt&es,  and  Fishesies. 

1.  The  plumba^fo  industry  still  suffered  from  deiH^Bsion  during 
the  year.  The  number  of  mines  working  in  the  North-Westem 
Province  fell  from  50  to  23.  Owing  to  low  prices  the  production 
<yi  only  the  highest  class  of  plumbago  proved  remimeratire. 
There  is,  however,  reason  to  believe  that  the  introduction  of 
improved  plant  would  enable  many  of  the  mines  which  are  now 
idle  to  be  worked  at  a  profit,  and  in  some  cases  steam  pumps  have 
been  used  with  good  results.  In  the  Southern,  Central,  and 
Western  Provinces  the  depression  in  the  plumbago  trade  was 
also  felt,  and  the  value  of  land  fell  in  sympathy. 

2.  In  Rstnapura  the  number  of  gem  pits  continued  to  increase 
and  totalled  4l6,  an  increa^  of  12.  It  is  difficult  to  frame 
any  estimate  as  to  the  value  of  tLe  gems  obtained. 

•3.  The  chief  manufactures  include  cloth -weaving,  jaggery,  oil 
of  various  sorts,  copperah,  coir,  bricks,  tiles,  mats,  baskets, 
tobacco,  jewellery,  carpentry,  &c. 

4.  The  manufacture  of  salt  is  a  Government  monopoly,  and 
fields  a;  substantial  revenue. 

5.  The  fisheries  of  Ceylon  are  an  important  industry  in  the 
maritime  districts.  A  steam  trawler  has  recently  been  worked 
near  Colombo  with  excellent  results,  but  somewhat  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  the  local  fishermen,  who  fear  the  depletion  of  their 
fishing  ground,  although  the  trawler  taps  a  deep  sea  supply  ' 
hitherto  untouched.  The  Northern  Province  fisheries  gave  em- 
ployment to  over  6,000  people,  and  the  value  of  the  jmiduce  is 
estimated  at  over  2  million  rupees. 

6.  Professor  Herdman  has  now  fully  investigated  the  pearl 
eyeteT  banks,  and  his  report  is  favourable,  showing  thait  no 
disease  exists,  and  thai  under  careful  supervision  the  prospects 
of  the  pearl  fishery  are  good  and  that  the  banks  will  prol«bly  be 
ready  to  be  fished  in  1903. 

(C)   AqEICUITUEAI   IlTDDSTttlBS  AMD  BOTANICAL   StATIOVS. 

1.  The  chief  agricultural  products  are  paddy,  tea,  cocoanuts, 
-cacao,  tobacco,  and  spices. 
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,  2.  The  export  of  tea  aeeuui  at  last  to  be  i-eachiii{[  its  maximum, 
and  shows  a  slight  decreaee  on  the  fignres  of  1900,  vis., 
145,188,244  lb.,  against  148,4^1,639  lb.  Part  of  the  decrease  is, 
however,  made  up  by  the  export  of  1,110,774  lb.  of  green  tea, 
most  of  which  went  to  America.  The  export  to  Russia  and 
Aiutralia  has  increased,  that  of  black  tea  to  America  decreased,, 
but  the  decrease  is  more  than  made  up  hy  the  green  tea.  The 
year  has  been  one  of  depression,  bat  prospects  of  the  industry 
are  more  favourable,  the  export  to  England  having  been  8  million 
lb.  less,  and  the  stock  of  Ceylon  tea  there  having  been  consider- 
ably reduced.  The  average  price  is  the  lowest  as  yet  recorded, 
6'86<2.,  against  7203.  in  1900,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year 

prices  were  considerably  improved.  The  industry  has  not 
suffered  from  any  very  serious  outbreaks  of  disease,  and  planting 
has  not  extended.  The  reonarka  made  last  year  on  the  general 
prospects  of  tea  in  Ceylon  continue  to  hold. 

3.  CofEee  exports  show  a  further  fall  from  10,777  to  9,722  cwt. 

4.  Cacao  exports  show  a  very  large  increase  on  the  figures  for 
1900,  being  49,469  cwt.  against  33,476.  This,  as  was  foretold 
in  last  report,  is  due  to  some  extent  to  the  lateness  of  the  crop  of 
last  year,  some  of  which  is  credited  to  1901,  but  it  is  also  largely 
due  to  the  energetic  measures  being  taken  in  combating  the 
canker,  and  especially  in  reducing  the  number  of  diseased  pods, 
the  quantity  of  "black  cacao "  having  been  reduced  in  some 
instamces  1^  76  per  cent.  The  prices  obtained  for  cacao,  even 
the  best  qualities,  have  been  much  below  those  of  last  year ; 
this  is  perhaps  more  due  to  the  conditions  of  the  home  market 
than  to  any  difference  in  quality  of  the  product,  but  the  in- 
creasing proportion  of  Forastero  kinds  may  have  something  to 
do  with  it.  The  caitker  has,  as  a  rule,  been  seriously  attacked 
on  approved  methods,  and  a  marked  decrease  in  the  numrber  ot 
diseased  trees  is  apparent. 

6.  Indiambber  has  continued  to  extend  as  a  cultivation  in 
Boitaible  districts,  and  samples  from  several  estates  have  been 
prepared  on  lines  similar  to  those  worked  out  by  Mr.  Parkin  in 
the  Peradeniya  laboratory.  These  have  obtained  very  good 
prices  on  the  home  markets,  considerably  higher  than  the  best 
South  American  rubber,  and  an  export  is  now  steadily  going  on, 
6fi  cwt.  having  been  exported  in  1901. 

6.  The  experiments  on  yield  and  distillation  of  camphor  have 
been  completed  and  results  published,  showing  a  prospect  of  a 
remunerative  industry  being  eatahUshed.  Many  planters  in  the 
hills  have  started  small  plots  of  this  plant  during  the  year. 

7.  Experiments  with  citronella  oil  have  been  continued,  and  it 
ift  hoped  that  it  may  yet  be  possible  to  save  this  industry  from 
the  great  depression  which  has  overtaken  it.  mainly  owing  to 
over-production  and  adultenrtion. 
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8.  The  pl»B.tiag  of  good  kinds  of  cinchona  continoes  to  spread, 
and  it  is  quite  possible  that  bhie  may  once  again  become  na 
indoatry  of  importance,  though  not  a  staple. 

9.  Coca,  the  source  of  cocaine,  introduced  some  years  by  the 
Itotsnucal  Department,  is  now  a  regular  item  in  our  exports,  and 
Tery  good  prices  are  being  obtained  for  Ceylon  leaves  on  the 
home  market. 

10.  The  cultivation  of  fruit  tree«  continues  to  extend,  but  on 
a  small  scale  on^  and  there  are  no  signs  of  cultivation  for 
export  being  anyv^ere  commenced. 

11.  The  export  of  cocoanut  oil  roee  from  443,9&9  cwt.  in  1900 
to  453,631  in  1901,  and  that  of  «opperah  from  362,467  to  439,865 
cwt.  At  the  same  time  there  has  been  a  considerable  rise  in  the 
market  value  of  both  these  articles,  due  to  short  crops  in  other 
countries. 

12.  The  export  of  citroneUa  oil  has  also  increased  from 
1,409,058  lb.  t»  1,430,168  lb.,  but  ha^  not  reached  the  figures 
of  1899.  The  industry  is  in  a  veiy  depressed  state,  owing  to 
«)ver-prodnction  and  adulteration,  the  latter  being  so  bad  that 
even  good  local  oils  do  not  obtain  the  value  that  is  really  due  to 
them.  FriceB  haive  reached  a  very  low  ebb,  Q^d.  to  lOii.  per  lb., 
And  land  is  going  out  of  cultivation  in  the  grass.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  new  Java  oil  is  selling  in  increasing  quantities  at 
high  prices  (often  Is.  id.).  It  is  not  in  reality  ao  superior  to  the 
best  Ceylon  oils  as  the  price  would  indicate,  but  it  is  not  adul- 
terated, and  has  no  bad  reputation  to  contend  against. 

13.  Of  other  oils,  the  eiqrart  of  cinnamon  oil  has  slightly 
increased  from  72,904  oz.  in  1900  to  73,493  oz.,  but  has  not 

.yet  reached  the  figures  of  past  years.  Trial  plantations  of  castor 
oil  have  been  made  by  various  planters  during  the  year ;  t^e  plant 
grows  well  here,  and  there  seems  no  reason  why  Ceylon  should 
not  export  this  oil  as  well  ae  India. 

14.  Of  spiceB  tihere  is  little  to  record.  The  cuItivaHon  of 
cardamAmB  is  extending,  and  the  export  has  increased  from 
537,455  to  559,704  lbs.  Pepper  shows  sigus  of  extension  of  cul- 
tivation, and  it  should  ait  least  be  possible  to  dispense  with  the 
present  large  import  of  this  spice.  Exports  of  cinnamon  show  a 
rise  in  bales,  a  fall  in  chips,  bhe  figures  for  1900  being  2,678,111 
■and  1,863,406  lbs.,  and  those  ior  the  last  year  2,756,270  and 

1,516,083  lbs.,  respectively.  The  "wild  cinnamon"  again 
show«  an  enormous  fall  to  8,581  lbs.  bales  and  5,066  lbs.  chips. 
Tanilla  planting  has  slightly  extended.  Tobacco  cultivation 
continues  to  extend  in  the  N'orth  and  also  in  the  Dumbara 
-district.     Of  fodder  plants  there  is  little  to  report. 

Botanical  SUUiont. 

15.  The  chief  botanical  stations  are  at  Feradeniya  and  Hakgala, 
where  much  good  work  is  done  in  investigating  plant  disease, 
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anadiBing  soils,  &c.,  witk  a  view  to  protecting  existing  products 
and  introducing  new  ones. 

16.  In  the  ouUying  diatricte  of  the  Island  are  aeveral  experi- 
mental gardens  used  to  aupplj  the  villagers  with  seeds,  and  a 
scheme  of  ochool  gluteus  ha«  been  initiaited,  which  when  fully 
developed  will,  it  is  hoped,  yield  good  results,  but  patience  and 
time  will  be  required  to  start  the  scheme  on  a  satdsfactory  basis. 


(d)  Land  Qsaitts  and  Value  of  Laud. 

1.  During  the  year  24,102  acres  of  land  were  alienated  by  the 
Crown  by  sale  or  settlement,  as  against  32,250  in  1900  and 
realised  Rs.  619,420,  or,  say,  Bs.  21.50  on  an  average. 

2.  Under  Sir  Henry  Ward's  Minute  4,617  acres  of  irrigable 
land  were  sold.  Of  ^e  balance  19,586  acres,  no  less  than  18,049 
were  purohaeed  by  natives,  as  against  1,536  by  Europeans. 

ft.  In  the  Weetem  Province  sales  and  settlements  to  the  value 
of  Bs.  17,165  were  made  on  block  plans. 

4.  Ab  usual,  the  Survey  Department  wa«  fully  employed,  and 
carried  out  block  surveys  of  200,785  acres,  topographical  surveys 
of  1,871,360  acres,  application  surveys  of  41,047  acres,  and  mis- 
cellaneous surveys  of  612  acres;  total  2,118,804  acres.  The  ac- 
qniaition  of  land  for  the  Railway  Extensions  and  an  increased 
number  of  Waste  Lands  Ordinance  and  Irrigation  survey». 
swelled  the  volume  of  work  to  be  done. 


(b)  Srifping. 


1.  The  shipping  returns  for  the  Island  show  an  increase  ui' 
453  vessels  and  an  increase  of  540,630  tons  in  tonnage :  — 


1900. 

1901. 

Entered 

Cleared  

No. 

_ 

3,147 
8,203 

Tons. 

4,250,066 
4,237,874 

No. 

3,367 
3,436 

Tons. 

4,557,607 
4,470,963 

ToUl 

6,350 

8,487,940 

6,803 

9,028,670 
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3.  The  arriTfUe  at  the  Port  of  Colombo  numbering  1,804 
ateametB  of  4,111.517  tone  and  543  Bailing  vesBels  of  47,^8  tons, 
show  an  increase  of  75  steamers  (337,016  tons)  and  a  decrease 
of  24  sailing  Tessels  (10,635  tons).  Galle  liad  a  decrease  of  G 
steamers  (3,520  tons)  amd  a  decrease  of  2  sailing  vessels  (301 
ions). 

4.  The  total  collection  of  harbour  dues  at  Colombo  amounted 
to  Bfl.  1,123,428. 

5.  The  nationality  of  vesBels  inwards  and  outwards  during  1901 
iar  the  Island  is  thus  made  op :  — 


Bntered  Inwards. 

Cleared  Outwards. 

SfttioQality. 

~ 

No. 

T„^ 

No. 

Tons. 

'Jritish       

902 

2,612,913 

929 

2,.993,66-i 

<;oloni»l     

1,956 

592,165 

1,998 

724,762 

AoBtmn 

60 

161,280 

60 

161,280 

French       

90 

233,761 

90 

233,751 

Oarman     

142 

538,851 

142 

638,861 

-JapaneM 

59 

205,236 

59 

205,935 

Maldivian 

89 

8,525 

89 

8,626 

BussUn     

37 

117,633 

37 

117,633 

Danish       

7 

18,707 

' 

18,707 

Spanish      

19 

60,030 

19 

60,030 

Italian       

1 

2,006 

1 

2,005 

Norwegian 

4 

4,825 

4 

4.8>6 

Dntoh        

1 

1.697 

1 

1,697 

6.  Compared  with  the  years  1897,  1898,  1899,  and  1900,  the 
result  inwards  and  outwurds  is  as  follows :  — 


1897. — ^A  decrease  of  404  Teasels,   but  an   increaee   of 

1,190,192  tons. 
1898. — A  decreaae  of  184  reBseli,  but  an  increase  of 

961,901  t»iM. 
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1889. — ^A  decrease   of   478   resBelB,  but   an   increase   of 

836,825  tons. 
1900. — ^An  increase  of  220  veaaele,   and  as.  increase  ot 

307,641  tons. 

Outwards. 

1897. — A   decrease   of   349   veBsels,   but  an   increase  ot 

1,133,631  tons. 
1898. — A   decrease   of   110  vessels,   but   an   increase  ot 

994,028  tons. 
1899. — A   decrease   of  404   vessels,   but  an  increase   ot 

753.640  tons. 
1900.— An   increase  of  233  vessels,  and  an  increase  of 

233,089  tons. 

7.  The  -totsil  harbour  dues  collected  at  the  Port  of  Colombo^ 
during  the  year  ended  3l8t  December,  1901,  are  shown  under  the- 
difFerent  headings:  — 


Knteriiig  dues 

Tonnage  du«8 

Over-boor  dues  

Wharfage  dues  

Dnes  collected  on  live  stock 

Total 

Total  collection  for  the  year  1900  .. 


249,418  50 
366,296  99    I 

18,108    0 
440,022  99 


1,073,846  48 
49,581  90 


ni.— LEGISLATION. 

A  large  number  of  important  Ordinances  were  passed  in  1901,- 
the  chief  legal  enactments  being — 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  "The  Local  Boards'  Ordinance^ 
1898." 

An  Ordinance  to  further  amend  "  The  Buddhist  Temporalities 
Ordinance,  1889." 
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Aji  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  Begregation  and  treatment  ot 
lepers. 

An  Ordinance  to  make  provision  for  preventing  the  introduc- 
tion and  spread  of  Insect  or  Fungons  Pesto  or  Plant  Diseases. 

An  Ordinance  relating  to  the  possession  and'ase  of  FireanuB. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  Ordinance  No.  IT  of  1S69,  intituled 
"  An  Ordinance  for  bhe  General  Regulation  of  Custome  in  the 
Island  of  C^lon." 

An  Ordinance  to  further  amend  "  The  Hunicipal  Councils 
Ordinance,  188T. " 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  and  consolidate  the  Law  relating  to 
Carriages,  Carts,  and  Coaches. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  "  The  Irrigation  and  Paddy  Cultiva- 
tion Ordinances,  1889  and  1892." 

An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  Possession  and  Sale  of  Poisons. 

An  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  Sale  of  Manures  or  Fertilizers 
of  the  Soil, 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  "  The  Ceylon  Paper  Currency  Ordi- 
nance, 1884." 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  "The  Criminal  Procedure  Code, 
1898." 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  "  The  Firearms  Ordinance,  1901." 

An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  publication  of  a  Revised 
Edition  of  the  L^islative  Enactments  of  this  Island. 

An  Ordinance  to  {facilitate  the  Investmenb  of  Tnisi  and 
■other  Funds  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  Ceylon  Oovemment 
Securities. 

An  Ordinance  for  defining  the  meaning  of  certain  terms  and 
for  shortening  the  Language  used  in  Ordinances  and  other 
Written  Laws  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  Ordinance  to  aonend  "  The  Civil  Procedure  Code,  1889." 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  "  The  Courts  Ordinance,  1889." 

"Xn  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  Registration  of  Dogs. 


rv.— EDUCATION. 

U)  Fkhubt  Education  :  Main  Featobbs  and  Nxtmbeb  op 
Scmms  for  1901. 

Schools  are  classed  as  Primary  where  t^e  work  is  confined 
to  the  first  five  standards,  Middle  where  they  include  any 
standard  above  the  fifth,  and  High  when  they  include  what  in 
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England  would  be  classed  as  secondary  education,  e.g.,  prepara- 
tion -for  Cambridge  Local  Examination,  London  University 
Ksamination,  and  Indian  University  Examination. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  diatinction  between  primal?  and 
secondary  education  is  not  very  clearly  drawn  in  Ceylon.  In 
most  oi  the  English  schools  which  prepare  candidates  for  the 
highest  examinations  the  lower  part  of  the  school  is  organised 
according  to  the  Government  schedules,  and  the  pupils  are 
presented  for  l&e  same  grant-in-aid  examination  as  the  primary 
schools.  Many  of  these  children  belong  to  a  class  which  would 
in  England  be  attendiaff  elementary  schools.  Allowance  must 
be  made  for  this  in  acnitiniaing  the  figures  which  follow.  For 
instance,  the  number  of  girls  receiving  primary  English  instruc- 
tion appears  ae  only  1,455;  but  priinary  instruction  of  eiactJy 
the  same  kind  is  also  being  given  to  a  considerable  number  of 
the  3,122  girls  who  ar«  attending  English  High  schools. 


Primary  Edueaiion. 

1.  The  number  of  children  receiving  primary  education  in 
Crovemment  and  aided  schools  was  in  1901  174,192,  of  vhom 
126,161  were  has^  ^d  48,031  were  girls.  Of  this  total,  53,333 
were  attending  Government  schools  and  120,859  w^re  attending 
aided  schools.  The  total  number  of  the  schools  here  classed  as 
primaiy  was  1,857,  of  which  500  were  Government  schools  and 
1,357  were  aided  schools. 

Primary  education  in  English  was  given  to  17,119  childrra,  of 
this  number  14,443  being  boys  and  2,676  girls.  The  cost  of 
the  Government  schools  was  Rs.  316,496.87,  and  the  sum  paid 
as  grants  to  the  aided  schools  was  Rs.  461,512.82. 

2.  In  addition  to  the  above,  there  were  2,062  unaided  ver- 
nacular schools,  which  furnished  numerical  returns  to  Govern- 
ment; in  these  36,218  children  were  said  to  be  receiving  in- 
struction. But  in  moat  cases  the  numbers  furnished  by  such 
schools  are  quite  unreliable,  and  the  education  provided  is  of 
extremely  little  value. 

3.  In  connection  with  the  question  whether  the  elementary 
education  provided  is  adequate  to  the  wants  of  tihe  population, 
the  number  of  those  receiving  hig"her  instruction  should  be  added 
to  the  above  figures ;  this  gives  as  the  total  number  of  children 
attending  schools  183,261,  about  5  per  cent,  of  the  population. 
It  may  be  inferred  that  about  half  the  children  of  school-going 
age  are  getting  something  in  the  way  of  education.  Probably 
rather  more  than  hailf  are  learning  to  read  and  write,  for  a  large 
proportion  of  children  leave  school  after  passing  the  Second  or 
Third  Standard.  The  number  presented  for  examination  in  the 
Fourth  Standard  is  less  than  two-fifths  of  the  number  presented 
in  the  First  Stsndarcl. 
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4.  The  children  who  are  receiving  no  education  at  all  are 
mainly  tihose  living  in  outlying  country  districts.  The  towns, 
as  a  rule,  are  well  provided  for  by  Missionary  schools  and  o^er 
private  agenciee.  The  only  exception  to  this  is  Colombo,  where 
the  problem  of  educating  the  poorer  clasees  is  beyond  the  power 
of  the  Missionary  bodies,  and  has  not  yet  been  finally  solved  by 
Hie  Government,  who  are  carefully  considering  this  diffictilt 
question. 

&.  Provision  for  compulsory  attendance  forms  a  part  of  the 
OauaaUiawa  rules  in  some  country  districts ;  in  many  of  these 
it  18  enforced  with  creditable  vigour.  In  country  districts  with- 
out OansabhawfM  there  is  no  means  of  enforcing  school  attea- 
danoe. 

Secondary  Education. 

6.  The  only  Qovemment  institution  devoted  to  secondary 
«ducation  is  the  Boyal  College,  Colombo,  in  which  the  number 
of  pupils  has  for  some  years  averaged  a  little  over  300 ;  in  1901 
it  averaged  285.  The  pupils  in  the  upper  part  of  tiie  College  are 
presented  for  the  Cambridge  Local  Examinations  (Senior  and 
Junior),  "London  University  Matriculation,  and  Intermediate 
in  Arte.  The  staff  consist  of  16  mEist^rs,  5  of  whom  hold 
English  University  degrees.  The  gross  coat  to  G-ovemment  in 
1901  was  Us.  41,221.64,  of  which  the  sum  of  Es.  19,775  was 
recovered  in  school  fees.  Besides  the  Royal  CoUege,  there  are 
49  aided  High  schools,  educating  8,409  pupils,  of  whom  6,287 
are  boys  and  2,122  are  girls.  There  are  also  38  unaided  inltitti- 
tions,  at  which  1,826  pupils  are  said  to  be  under  instruction,  but 
only  a  very  small  number  of  these  are  really  receiving  secondary 
«ducation. 

7.  The  encouragement  offered  by  Government)  takes  two  forms : 
ifli  Grants,  (&)  Scholarships :  — 

(o)  In  aided  schools  grants  for  specific  subjecte  as  well  as 
for  work  in  the  standards  are  paid  on  the  results  of 
the  Ckivemment  examination  in  each  school.  Liberal 
grants  are  also  paid  for  every  pupil  who  obtains 
honours  in  the  Senior  or  Junior  Cambridge  Local 
Examinations,  or  who  passes  the  London  University 
Matriculation  or  Intermediate  in  Arts.  The  total 
sum  extended  in  grants  to  the  High  schools  in  1901 
was  Bs.  42,119. 

(J)  The  English  University  Scholarship  of  £200  for  four 
years  is  awarded  annually  on  the  result  of  a  special 
examination  held  by  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Joint 
Board  for  School  Examination*. 

The  Gilchrist  Scholarship  ol  £160  for  three  years  for  Mathe- 
matics and  Science  is  awarded  once  in  three  years  on  the  results 
•of  the  Senior  Locfld  Examination. 
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One  ScholarsMp  of  Bb.  240  ior  tluee  yean  is  awarded  annaally 
to  girls  on  the  resoltfl  of  the  Senior  Cambridge  Local  £xaimna^ 
tion.  On  the  reaulte  of  the  Cambridge  Junior  Local  Examina- 
tion one  B<dkolBrBhip  of  Ba.  240  for  tiiree  yeara  and  two  of  Be.  120 
for  three  years  are  awarded  annually  to  boys,  and  two  scholar- 
shipe  of  Be.  120  for  three  years  are  awarded  annually  to  girls. 

In  1901  the  total  sum  expended  on  scholarships  was 
Be.  14,460.67. 

8.  On  the  whole,  very  creditable  resulte  are  obtained  in  these 
ezaminaiions,  by  which  secondary  education  is  tested.  In  1901 
three  candidates  passed  the  London  Ma^cuIatioD,  2  in  tbe 
First  Division,  1  in  the  Second  Division ;  78  passed  the  Senior 
Cambridge  Local  Examination,  17  obtaiining  bonours;  1&& 
passed  the  Junior  Cambridge  Local  Examination,  23  obtaining 
honours. 

(b.)    Industbial,  Technical,  and  Aobicultukal  Schools. 

9.  There  are  no  Government  industrial  schools,  but  indusidal 
education  is  supported  by  a  liberal  grant.  In  1901  the  aided 
industrial  schools,  which  are  35  in  number,  received  grants 
amounjbing  to  Bs.  t46,187.63.  These  schools  are  -under  the 
management  of  the  Church  of  England,  Boman  Catholic,  Wes- 
leyau,  and  American  Missions.  The  number  of  pupik  in  them 
wan  1,866.  The  trades  taught  were  dressmaking  138,  lace- 
making,  821,  embroidery  357,  cooking  15,  tailoring  88,  shoe- 
making  11,  joinery  and  cabinet-making  192,  printing  82,  book- 
binding 116,  ironwork  35.  In  some  of  these  schools  the  work  is 
excellently  organised,  each  trade  being  under  a  skilled  foreman, 
and  sufficient  outlay  having  been  made  to  supply  a  reaUy 
adequate  stock  of  tools  and  plant.  This  is  specially  the  case  wil^ 
the  Boman  Catholics,  who  place  trained  lay  brothers  in  charge  of 
each  trade.  In  others  the  outlay  on  tools  and  plant  has  been 
insufficient,  the  trades  are  supervised  by  native  foremen  of  an 
inferior  character,  and  the  management  is  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  have  no  practical  knowledge  of  the  industries  which  are  being 
tanght.  In  1898  an  important  step  was  taken  in  the  direction 
of  better  organisation :  a  schedule  was  drawn  up  setting  out 
three  years'  work  in  joinery,  printing  and  bookbinding,  and 
prescribing  tests,  the  passing  of  which  will  in  future  be  a 
necessary  condition  of  earning  a  ^rant.  These  schools,  which 
form  the  only  provision  for  elementary  technical  educarfion,  may 
be  expected  in  the  future  to  increase  considerably  both  in 
numb^  and  efficiency. 

10.  Higher  technical  education  is  provided  for  by  the  Technical 
College,  a  Government  institution  established  in  1893.  In  I(®7 
it  was  re-organised,  and  its  work  larjrely  extended.  It  is  now 
the  regular  channel  of  admission  for  Oeylonese  to  the  following 
Departments: — Public  Workfl,  Survey,  Bailway,  Post  and  Tele- 
graph. It  contains  Departments  of  Civil  Enineering,  Mechani- 
cal Engineering.  Telegraphy,  Electrical  Engineering,  Surveying 
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-and  LeTeUing,  and  Drawing.  In  1901  the  number  of  stadents 
was  187.  Tte  grora  cost  to  Government  was  Bs.  41,988.33,  of 
which  anm  Us.  9,773.26  was  recovered  in  fees,  &c. 

(c.)   School  Gabdems  and  Elemeniaby  Hobticultuke. 

11.  Att  order  waa  iasned  several  years  aigo  that  every  Govern- 
ment school  was  to  have  a  garden,  but  nothing  was  done  to 
introduce  method  into  the  general  scheme,  and  although  a  few  of 
the  most  intelligent  schoolmasters  set  to  wt>rk  on  practical  lines, 
in  the  Isirge  majority  of  cases  the  effort  stopped  short  at  growing 
a  few  uasucoes^ul  orotons.  The  st^eme,  now  gradual^  being 
developed,  is  (1)  to  select  in  each  Province  those  schools  where, 
owing  to  climatio  circumstances  and  space,  a  garden  can  be 
profibkbly  developed,  and  to  let  the  other  schools  alone  for  the 
present;  (2)  to  cultivate  the  ideas  of  taste,  neatness,  jdeasant 
surroundinga  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other,  in  consultation 
with  the  revenue  officer  and  headmen,  to  discover  what  economic 
products  do  best  in,  or  ought  to  be  introduced  into,  tihe  neigh- 
bourhood, and  to  devote  a  large  section  of  the  garden  to  theae : 
(3)  to  start  supply  gardens  at  various  centres  for  the  issue  of 
seedfl,  cuttings,  &c. ;  (4)  to  appoint  a  special  inspector  of  gardens 
to  take  charge  of  the  supply  gardens,  to  visit  all  the  school 
gardens  in  turn,  to  instruct  the  teachers  how  to  teach  their  pupils 
and  what  points  to  pay  special  attention  to,  and  to  give  a  few 
-elementary  le^isons  in  school  on  practical  horticulture  and  botany. 


v.— GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 
(a)  Hospitals  and  (b)  Ascluhs. 

1.  Ihiring  the  year  1901  two  new  hospitals  were  opened,  one 
at  Dimbola  and  the  other  at  Fussellawa,  nuiking  a  total  of  66 
hospitals  in  the  Island,  as  compared  witii  64  in  the  previous 
jear. 

2.  The  total  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  different  civil 
hospitals  in  the  Island,  including  the  De  Soyaa  Lying-in  Home, 
Colombo,  was  43,949,  showing  an  increase  of  2,04t)  over  the 
previous  year.  The  total  number  of  deaths  waa  4,219,  being 
484  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  while  the  daily  average 
sick;  wa«  1,647-40,  as  against  1,67910  in  1900. 

3.  In  tha  field  hospitals  there  were  4,680  cases  treated  with 
166  deaths,  against  4,360  cases  treated  and  154  deaths  in  1900. 
The  immigrant  hospitols  admitted  2,047  cases,  of  whom  90  died, 
against  1,944  cases  treated  with  79  deaths  the  previous  year. 
The  daily  average  sick  in  the  field  hospitals  was  184*29  and  in 
the  immigrant  hospitals  84*45  during  the  year  under  review, 
the  previous  year  showing  181*78  and  74*28  respectively.  In 
the  district  hospitals  14,816  cases  were  treated  with  3,511  deaths. 
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against  13,786  cases  with  3,454  deaths,  the  daily  average  sick 
in  hospitals  for  1901  and  1900  being  84427  aid  771-78  respec- 
tively, 

4.  During  the  year  1901  134  patients  were  admitted  into  the 
Lunatic  Asylum,  which  number  with  494  remaining  at  the  end 
of  the  previous  year  made'  the  total  insane  population  618,  of 
whom  388  were  males  and  230  females.  The  daily  average  was 
481-06.  Of  the  total  treated,  52  were  discharged  recovered,  14 
relieved,  and  17  not  improved,  (uid  72  deaths  occurred  during  the 
year. 

5.  The  Leper  Asylum,  Hendala,  admitted  160  patients  during 
the  year,  which  with  278  patients  remaining  at  the  end  of  the 
previous  year  made  a  total  of  428.  The  daily  aiverage  sick  waa 
272-9.  Of  the  total  treated,  93  were  discharged  relieved,  16  not 
improved,  and  43  died. 

6.  There  were  499  cases  treated  at  the  De  Soysa  Lying-in 
Home  during  the  year,  with  4  deaths ;  1,030  cases  at  the  Lady 
Havelock  hospital,  with  61  desrths;  645  cases  at  the  Police 
hospital,  Colombo,  with  1  death ;  and  at  the  Grenier  Eye,  Ear, 
and  Throat  Infirmary  4,336  cases  were  attended  to  during  the 
year,  against  3,676  in  1900.  Twenty-seven  leper  patients  were 
treated  in  the  Leper  ward  of  the  Kalmunai  hospital,  of  whom  I 
died-  The  Eriend-in-Weed  hospital  at  Jaffna  treated  1,314 
patients  during  the  year,  of  whom  39  died ;  and  at  the  Kauatta 
Infectious  Diseases  hospital  a  total  of  405  caaes  was  treated,  of 
whom  29  died. 

(c)  PooB  Houses. 
Poor  houses  are  unknown  in  Ceylon.  The  Eriend-in-Need 
Society  does  much  to  relieve  cases  of  distress  in  Colombo  and  the 
outstations.  Id  Colombo  a  considerable  number  of  loafers,  who 
allege  that  they  desire  to  find  work  or  ask  to  be  shipped  home, 
make  heavy  claims  on  the  Society,  to  whose  funds  tie  Govem- 
ment  contributed  Bs.  22,650.  The  Government  also  grants  small 
monthly  allowances  in  the  case  of  paupers  whom  the  revenue 
officers  certify  to  be  deserving. 

(d)  Refobhatokibs. 

There  is  an  industrial  school  at  Maggona  worked  by  private 
effort,  which  receives  juvenile  offenders  at  the  rate  of  Ea.  7.50 
per  mensem.  ' 

(e)  Savings  Baitks. 

The  Ceylon  Savings  Bank  held  Us.  3,976.660  to  the  credit  of 
27.694  depositors,  who  placed  Bs.  1,576,655  in  the  bank  during 
the  year. 

To  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  54,426  depositors  contributed 
Bb.  786,261,  and  the  total  deposits  aggregated  Rs.  1,322,613. 
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VI.— JUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 
(a)  Poijcb. 

1.  The  authorised  strength  of  the  Police  Department  on 
Slat  December,  1901,  waa  the  Inspector-General,  4  Superinten- 
dents, 6  Assistant  Superintendents,  27  Inspectors,  9  Sergeants 
Majors,  223  Sergeants,  1,479  Constables,  1  lieglBtrar  of  SeiTants, 
1  Drill  Instructor,  1  Chief  Clerk,  58  Clerks,  1  Storekeeper,  1 
Lock-up  Keeper,  4  Magazine-keepers,  10  coolies,  and  1  Apothe- 
cary, being  a  total  of  1,827.  The  total  cost  of  the  Police  for  1901 
was  Its.  730,840 ;  it  was  Its.  728,125  in  1900. 

2.  Stationa  in  connection  with  ihe  prisonere  of  war  were  esta- 
blished at  Bagama  and  Kelauija  at  the  cost  of  the  Imperial 
Gh>yemment. 

3.  Temporary  stations  for  the  protection  of  cacao  plantations 
were  also  established  at  Matale,  Fallokele,  and  Wattegama. 

4.  Taking  the  grand  totals,  we  find  that  there  were  17,690 
true  offences  committed  in  1901.  Of  these,  12,793  resulted  in 
coDvictiona  in  the  Police  Court  or  committals  to  higher  courts. 

5.  The  true  cases  fmd  results  for  the  last  five  years  have 
been : — 


Trae  oSenoes. 


20,800 
16,312 
14,434 
17.703 

17,690 


13,023 
10,67» 
10,173 
12,9W) 
12,793 


6.  Of  the  17,690  true  cases,  13,128  appear  under  the  bead  of 
"  Other  Offences,"  which  include  statutory  offences,  breaches  of 
Municipal  and  other  by-laws,  and  other  minor  offences,  leaving 
4,563  cases  of  what  may  be  considered  as  crime.  The  "  Other 
Offences"  in  1900  amounted  to  13,516,  leaving  only  4,187  cases 
of  crime ;  there  has  therefore  been  an  increase  of  375  cases  of 


7.  The  following  table  gives  a  ready  means  of  comparison  of 
serious  crime  for  the  past  five  years :  — 

— 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Hnrdet  and  homicide 

Bnrglaty      

Orievoaahart         

'JLlieft  of  cattle  and  pmdial 
ptoAaota. 

149 
43 

m 

719 

657 

1,714 

127 
38 
312 
638 
500 
1,076 

125 
39 
269 
977 
371 
885 

146 
32 

289 
1,245 

391 
1,119 

160 
36 

382 
1,384 

441 
1,127 

Total     

3,780 

2,C91 

2,666 

3.922 

3,630 
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The  following  have  been  added  to  the  specially-named  offences, 
and  have  only  been  so  recorded  for  the  past  three  years :  — 


\              1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Arson  [    145 

Kiot   14 

98   1    148 
3   1     10 

8.  The  convictions  in  the  Superior   Courts  have   increased. 
They  are  for  the  past  five  years  as  follovs; — 


Oi  those  in  I90I,  140  cases  were  sent  to  the  District  Court  and 
41  cases  to  the  Supreme  Court  under  tiie  Habitual  Criminals 
Ordinance.  These  cases  would  nearly  all  have  been  tried  in  tLu 
lower  courts  had  there  not  been  previous  convictions  of  th<^ 
offenders. 

9.  In  the  160  cases  of  murder  and  homicide,  138  cases  weii3 
committed  for  trial,  of  which  128  cases  were  tried  in  the  Snpremp 
Court.  In  96  cases  the  accused  were  convicted  aihd  47  persons 
were  sentenced  to  be  hanged,  of  whom  37  were  executed. 

In  59  of  the  above  cases  a  knife  or  some  other  cutting  or 
stabbing  instrument  was  used ;  in  1900  such  an  instrument  wbh 
used  in  62  casps.  Clube  were  used  in  31  cases,  compared  with 
31  casea  in  1900.  In  27  caaes  the  victims  were  shot,  compared 
with  25  cases  in  1900. 

10.  Thefts  of  cattle  and  pnedial  products  are  practically  Iho 
same  as  in  1900.  There  were  1,010  cases  of  theft  of  cattle,  with 
273  convictions,  but  in  many  of  these  casea  the  loser  compounde^l 
with  the  thief  and  recovered  his  cattle,  suppressing  all  evidenro. 
There  were  117  cases  of  theft  of  pnedial  products,  with  GV 
convictions. 

11.  For  minor  offences  there  were  10,793  convictions  for  13,1*13 
cases,  including  136  convictions  for  204  breaches  of  Ordinance 
No.  3  of  1897  (Prevention  of  Plague). 

12.  There  was  an  increase  of  crime  in  the  Western,  Centra], 
Southern,  and  North-Western  Provinces,  and  a  decrease  in  thi* 
Northern  and  Sabaragamuwa  Provinces.  Crime  was  normut 
in  ITva,  and  does  not  practically  exist  in  the  Nortth-Central  and 
Eastern  Provinces. 
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1.  There  hae  been  a  serious  incTease  in  tbe  total  number  of 
admissionB  of  convicted  prisoners  to  the  prisons  in  Ceylon  during 
the  past  year. 

2.  Excinding  defatulters  under  the  Road  Ordinaace,  who  must 
be  dealt  iritih  separately,  the  totals  ot  admissions  of  convicted 
isrisoners  to  the  prisons  for  the  last  ten  years  have  been:  — 


Year. 


Number. 


1894 

18?6 

I8m> 

1897 


6,638 
6,79ft 
6.141 
5,498 
&,288 
7,001 
7,051 


the  increase  of  population  being,  between  the  Census  of  1891  and 
that  of  1901,  677,899. 

3.  The  admissions  to  prison  of  defanltM^  under  the  Koad  Ordi- 
nance, who  complete  the  prison  population  of  convicted  prisoners, 
for  the  same  periods  have  been — 


T«M. 


4.  Of  the  354  road  defaulters  committed  to  jail,  165  served 
tiieir  sentences,  179  paid  a  fine  of  Es.  10  and  obtained  their 
release,  while  2  were  discharged  on  account  of  informal  com- 
mittal, and  8  on  medical  certificate. 

5.  In  1901  the  date  for  paying  single  rate  was  extended  from 
28th  February  to  31st  March  under  Ordinance  No.  10  of  1900, 
and  it  is  probable  that  gome  of  the  more  ignorant  villagers 
imagined  that  the  tax  waa  to  be  remitted  and  purposely  refused 

12610  0  S 


V  Google 


36  COLOMIAL  EEPOETB — ASSOAL. 

6.  Of  the  total  admissioiiB  of  conTicted  prisoiiers  to  priaons. 
tile  folloirisg  figures  give  those  from  the  Superior  Courts  for  the 
flame  periods: — 


Tear. 

Number.     | 

i 

1802 

789        1 

'     1893 

655        ■ 

■     1894 

869 

1895 

614 

18',I6 

854        , 

1897 

1.165 

1898 

1,138 

1899 

731        1 

1900 

939 

1901 



1,114 

There  has  therefore  been,  an  increase  over  last  year  of  those 
convicted  for  serious  offences  of  I7&. 

7.  There  is  an  increase  in  convictions  for  murder  and  man- 
slaughter.    The  numbers  of  the  last  ten  years  are  ae  follows : — 


1 

Yaar. 

Number.     | 

1892 

68 

,     1893 

60        1 

1     18M 

82 

1     1895 

75        1 

i     1896 

62        ] 

1     1897 

88        1 

1898 

68        ' 

1899 

71 

1900 

82 

1901 



101 

The  number  of  men  sentenced  to  death  and  of  those  whose 
capital  sentences  were  carried  out  are  as  follows: — 


Sentenced 

Year. 

to 
Deatb. 

Hanged. 

1892         

26 

16 

1893         

23 

12 

1894         

43 

23 

1895         

S6 

22 

1896          

1897         

40 

20 

1898           

28 

19 

1899         

27 

21 

1900         

51 

32 

1901          

47 

37 
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6.  This  last  table  is  most  imeatiflfactory,  showing  as  it  doefr 
that  tiiere  were  101  convictious  against  58  in  1892,  and  37 
executions  against  16.  Of  convictions  for  aggravated  assaults 
tliere  were  no  less  than  285. 

9.  Mnoh  has  been  written  to  explain  the  prevalence  of  violent 
(^ime  in  Hat  Colony,  bat  the  argumenta  used  in  respect  of  one 
year  are  frequently  upset  by  the  figures  of  the  next. 

10.  The  daily  average  of  oonvicted  prisoners  in  jail  was  2,684, 
agaiost  2,360  in  1900. 

11.  Two  prisoners  escaped,  but  both  were  recaptured. 

12.  The  cost  of  maintaining  each  prisoner  was  Its.  174.75r 
against  Bs.  189.50  in  1900. 

13.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  prisons  was  121. 

14.  Prison  offences  decreased,  and  in  only  148  was  recourse- 
had  to  corporal  punishment. 

15.  The  daily  sick  rate  was  152,  agnnat  147  in  1900  and  130 
in  1899. 

16.  Of  39  Europeans  convicted,  only  2  were  resident  in  Ceylon, 
the  balance,  37,  being  sailors,  passengers,  or  loafers. 


(c)  Cbjkotal  SxATistns. 

1.  The  number  of  cases  instituted  in  the  Police  Courts  and 
Municipal  Magistrates'  Couria  was  71,307,  in  which  79,342 
persons  were  charged,  43,008  being  acq,uitted  summarily,  34,019 
convicted,  and  2,315  committed  before  a  higher  court. 

2.  Of  3,611  oommittals  before  the  Superior  Courts,  1,272 
resulted  in  a  verdict  for  the  Crown  and  1,239  in  favour  of  the 
accused.  The  number  of  committals  in  1900  was  1,826,  of  which. 
1,007  ended  in  favour  of  the  Crown. 

3.  In  murder  cases  there  were  48  convictions  to  52  acquittals, 
homicides  resulted  in  72  convictions  to  10  acquittals,  and  cattle 
stealing  showed  77  convictions  to  80  acquittals. 

4.  lo  the  Police  Courts  71,307  oases  were  instituted,  against 
67,196  in  1900,  the  convictions  being  28,786  against  28,766.  Of 
2,433  persons  charged  with  cattle  stealing,  1,927  were  acquitted ; 
and  of  2,682  prosecutions  under  the  Labour  Laws,  1,856  were 
unsuccessful. 

6.  The  number  of  convictions  in  the  Superior  Courts  rose  from 
1,007  to  1,272. 
6.  The  Oansabhawas  did  useful  work  as  usual. 
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Vn.— VITAL    STATISTICS. 

(a)  VotVhATiam. 

The  total  populatioa  euninerated  on  the  last  Geneus  day 
(Ist  March,  1901)  vm  3,578,332.  Since  that  date  to  the  end  of 
the  year  1901  there  was  an  ezcesa  of  29,330  of  regUtered  births 
over  deaths,  and  a  further  excess  of  11,513  of  Indian  immigrants 
over  emigrants.  Adding  these  two  excesses  to  the  enumerated 
population  we  get  the  estimate  of  3,619,165  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  increase  of  population  daring  the  year  was  37,699 
(or  about  1  per  cent.). 


Birth-  and  Death-rates. 

134,2^  births  and  98,813  deaths  were  registered,  equal  to  a 
rate  of  37'3  and  27'5  per  miUe  per  annum  reapectiTel;.  As 
compared  with  1900,  the  birth-rate  shows  a  decline  1'2  per  mille 
and  the  death-rate  a  decline  of  I'l  per  mille.  As  compared 
with  the  average  rates  for  the  decade  1891-1900,  llie  birth-rate 
shows  an  increase  of  3*0  aud  the  death-rate  a  decline  of  '1. 


(b)  Public  Health. 

The  public  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island  was  good. 
There  was  an  absence  of  those  widespread  severe  outbre^  of 
malairial  fever  which  characterised  the  previous  year,  but  cases 
of  small-pox  were  numerous,  with  a  few  outbr^ks  of  cholera. 
The  sanitary  conditions  throughout  all  the  towna  and  villages  of 
the  Island  are  steadily  being  improved. 

During  the  year  under  review  cholera  occurred  in  the  Western, 
Northern,  North- Western,  and  TTva  Provinces.  Nine  cases,  with 
8  deaths,  occurred  in  the  Western  Province.  Of  these,  8  cases 
—-all  fatal — occurred  at  the  Bagama  Gooly  Dep6t.  The  greatest 
number  of  cases  was  reported  from  the  Northern  Province,  where 
96  cases  occurred,  with  60  deaths ;  the  Province  of  Uva  comes 
next,  with  46  cases  and  27  deaths.  Four  outbreaks  of  cholera 
occurred  during  the  year  at  Kagama  Cooly  Depot, 

There  were  390  cf^es  of  small-pox,  of  which  75  proved  fatal. 
Of  these,  311  occurred  in  the  Western  Province,  chiefly  in 
Colombo. 

Of  enteric  fever,  292  cases  were  recorded,  with  74  deaths ;  of 
leprosy  590;  and  of  parangi  3,117.  Only  12  of  the  parangi 
patients  died. 
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(o)  Sanitation. 

General  Sanitary  Condition,  of  the  Colony  and  th*. 
Chief  Towns. 

The  town  is  growing  rapidly,  and  urgent  methoda  are  needed, 
and  are  being  taken,  to  keep  it  in  a»  sanitary  a  condition  as 
possible. 

Port  sanitation  is  the  Qi»b  consideration,  as  the  number  of 
ships  entering  the  port  from  all  parts  of  the  world  is  rapidly 
increasing,  and  the  iirtft  line  of  defence  to  the  town  against 
disease  is  the  sanitation  of  the  port.  This  has  been  cai'ried  out 
ia  a  most  efficient  manner  during  the  year.  In  the  town  itself 
the  streets  hare  been  made  wider,  so  that  air  space  is  abundant, 
but  the  dust  is  objecbionable  and  detrimental  to  health.  The 
streets  should,  it  possible,  be  watered  more  frequently  to  allay 
this  nuisance.  The  houses  of  the  poor  still  need  much  improve- 
ment, and  attempts  to  make, these  moi'e  healthy  and  sanitary  are 
making  their  mark.     The  scavenging  is  fairly  good. 

Fiecal  matter  is  still  removed  at  night  and  buried.  It  need 
hardly  be  said  that  this  is  objectionable,  and  that  some  other 
method  is  desirable.  Much  has  been  done,  but  much  remains 
to  be  done,  with  regard  to  the  drainage  of  Colombo.  Every- 
where collections  of  stagnant  water  are  to  be  seen,  but  though 
bhese  would  appear  likely  breeding  grounds  for  anopheles,  and 
therefore  for  the  spread  of  malaria,  only  Culex  larvae  have  up  to 
the  present  been  found.  Government  has  sanctioned  the  modi- 
fied system  of  drainage  proposed  by  Mr.  Mansergh,  C.M.G. 

The  water  supply  derived  from  the  Labugama  reservoir  has 
alwajrs  been  favourably  reported  on  by  the  City  Analyst.  In- 
fectious cases,  viz.,  small-pox  and  enteric  fever,  have  been 
common. 

Kandy,  tihe  capital  of  the  Central  Province,  possesses  a  Muni- 
cipality, and  employs  a  medical  man  as  Sanitary  Officer.  The 
■  drainage  of  tiie  town  is  defective,  but  measures  are  under  con- 
sideration for  an  improved  system.  The  water  supply  ia  of  good 
quality,  but  during  a  long  drought  is  a  source  of  some  anxiety. 
The  town  itself  is  well  scavenged,  and  is  lighted  by  electricity. 
The  burial  of  night  soil  is  the  method  adopted  for  the  conser- 
vancy of  the  town. 

Jaffna,  the  chief  town  of  the  Northern  Province,  possesses 
neither  a  Municipalil?  nor  a  Local  Board.  Certain  parts  of  the 
town  are  in  a  very  crowded  and  an  insanitary  state.  There  are 
two  public  latrines,  which  are  not  resorted  to.  The  cesspit 
system  is  in  vogue.  The  water  supply  is  from  uncovered  wells. 
Sunlight  and  free  circulation  of  air  are  interfered  with  by  the 
houses  being  huddled  together  and  by  high  cadjan  fences.  The 
foreshore  and  other  places  are  fouled  and  polluted.  Drainage 
requires  attention. 
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Halle,  tlie  capital  of  the  Southern  Proviuce,  is  still  the  most 
iu<)anitarf  of  the  towns  possessing  Municipalities.  Although  a 
good  man;  improvements  have  been  effected  aa  regards  the 
drainage  and  conservancy,  much  yet  remains  to  be  done.  The 
water  supply  is  still  derived  from  the  Bikke  reservoir ;  a  system 
of  filtration  has  not  yet  been  arranged  owing  to  the  cost.  The 
dry-earth  system  has  been  introduced  in  some  parts  of  the  town, 
and  has  been  found  to  work  satisfactorily.  Although  a  good 
deal  has  been  done  as  regards  the  drains  in  the  l^'ort,  they  are 
still  very  defective  in  several  localities. 

Batticaloa,  the  chief  town  of  the  Eastern  Frovinoe,  possesses  a 
Local  Board,  and  the  sanitary  condition  is  said  to  be  fairly 
satisfactory.  The  drainage  is  very  bad,  amd  the  water  supp^ 
equally  so ;  the  small  supply  of  good  water  from  wells  is  cur- 
tailed by  the  wells  running  dry  during  drought  The  latrine 
arrangements  are  very  defective ;  cesspits  are  used.  As  in  JafEnai 
the  foreshore  and  neighbouring  jungles  are  polluted  by  human 
excreta. 

Kurunegala,  the  chief  town  of  the  North-Western  Province, 
is  in  fairly  good  sanitary  condition,  but  its  drainage  and  water 
supply  are  defective. 

Anuradhapura,  the  princip^  town  of  the  North-Central  Pro- 
vince, formerly  had  a  reputation  for  unhealthiness,  but  of  recent 
years,  owing  to  improved  sanitaiy  measures,  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  baa  wonderfully  improved. 

Badulla,  the  chief  town  of  the  Proviace  of  Uva,  is  a  good 
specimen  of  what  a  sanitary  tropical  town  should  be,  and  is  pro- 
vided with  a  good  water  service  by  pipes.  The  town  is  well 
kept     The  drainage,  however,  is  defective. 

Batnapura,  the  chief  town  of  the  Province  of  Saabaragaimuwa, 
possesses  a  Local  Board,  and  is  in  a  fair  state  of  sanitation.  The 
water  supply  is  good. 

No  cases  of  plague  were  recorded. 

During  the  year  165,948  subjects  were  vaccinated,  163,106  for  ■ 
the  first  time.     The  percentage  of  successful  vaccinations  was 
92  per  cent. 

(d)Cliiutb. 

Rain/all, 

The  rainfall  varied  from  151*39  inches  in  234  days  at  Batna- 
pura te  26' 19  inches  in  67  d^v  at  Hamhantota. 

TempertOtav. 

The  climate  of  Ceyloa  varies  considerably  in  different  parte  of 
the  Island,  both  as  regards  temperature  and  rainf^.  In  the  low 
lends  the  climate  is  tropical,  but  in  the  mountains  in  the  interior 
the  climate  is  found  equal  to  Hiat  of  many  parte  of  Burope. 
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The  meaa  temperature  for  the  year  1901  was  higlieet  at  Manaar 
<82-6)  and  lowest  at  Nuwara  Eli;a  (59-4). 

The  mean  temperature  at  Colombo  and  Kand;  was  Sl'l  and 
76 '2  reapectiTely. 

The  mean  dsdly  r&n^e  of  temperature  (i.e.,  l^e  mean 
of  the  daily  difEerence  between  the  maximum  and  minimum 
temperature)  was  highest  at  Batnapura  (2&'3)  and  lowest  at 
GaUe  (7-2). 

The  mean  daily  range  at  Colombo  was  I3'0  and  at  Eandy  16' 4. 

The  absolute  range  (or  the  difference  between  the  highest  and 
lowest  temperature  of  the  air  recorded  during  the  year)  wa« 
greatest  at  Katnapura  and  lowest  at  Qaille,  having  been  35*8  and 
10' 4  respectively. 

The  absolute  difEerence  at  Colombo  was  19'3  and  at  Kaadj 
26-7. 

Direetion  and  Foree  of  Wind. 

From  November  to  February  the  wiud  blows  from  the  norih> 
east  and  from  April  to  October  from  the  south-west.  The  force 
of  the  movement  of  the  wind  varied  very  greatly,  between  13'8 
miles  and  334  miles  per  diem  at  Batnapura  and  Jaffna  respec- 
tively. 
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blYPKNDiTUBB  of  thfi  Departme^it  from  1892  to  1901 
inclusive. 


PoraODftl  Bmolnmenta. 

Year. 

Othei  ChargM. 

Postal. 

Telegraph. 

Bs.        0. 

E..        .. 

Bs.        c. 

Bb.        0. 

1892       ... 

165,829  82 

101,376  24 

315,188  30 

682,394  36 

1893       ... 

184,119  27 

106,549  59 

360,330  99 

650,999  85 

1894       ... 

215,078  95 

116,635  12 

359,093  36 

690,807  44 

1896       ... 

224,7-24  79 

121,507  24 

407,243  32 

753,475  35 

1896       ... 

23^,564    3 

.    125,446  60 

556,7iy  20 

914,739  83 

1897       ... 

240.172  14 

140,876    1 

457,228  31 

838,275  46 

1898       ... 

228,883  3t 

147,886  35 

556,606  47 

932,376  13 

1899       ... 

252,710  72 

162,974  84 

558.72a  20° 

964,414  76 

1900       ... 

,  278,284  33 

166,462  92 

646,676  87» 

1,091,424  12 

1901       ... 

301,994  14 

179,061  13 

57U20  79» 

1,052,676    6 

"  The« 

goTM  indado  b 

pecdal  expendita 

M  on  Tel^rapl 

In  1901  the  increaae  of  revenue  was  normal  under  all  heads, 
except  Commission  on  Money  Orders,  the  decrease  in  which  was 
attributable  to  a  falling  off  in  the  number  sod  value  of  tele- 
graphic money  orders  to  India. 

Mails. — The  rapid  growth  of  the  business  done  by  the  Ceylon 
Post  Office  is  illustrated  I^  iiie  statements  which  follow.  The 
weight  of  mails  despatched  from  C^lon  to  the  tTuited  Kingdom 
for  tea  yean  was :  — 
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^1 

lb. 

17,667 
21,283 
22,094 
23,543 
27,838 
31,630 
34,333 
37,966 
39,264 
43,550 

Jill 

lb. 

7,088 
7,806 
8.183 
8,580 
9.464 
10,092 
10,830 
13,178 
13,517 
15,869 

s 

3 

'^3 

£-|  1^'"|-^M 

|ii| 

.u^^^r-n 

9 

lb. 

544 

778 

989 

620 

1.283 

2,116 

1,990 

2,608 

3,098 

4,479 

iiii 

lb. 
318 
393 

389 
297 
683 
736 
784 
841 
1,126 
1,774 

li 

it 

lb.   :   lb. 

753   1,286. 
598   1,154 
626   1,310 
565   1,076 
584   1,431 
859  1  2,466 
997  1  2,477 
561  1  1,160 
1,164   3,283 
1,485  1  4,014 

|ll| 

Ij 
(5* 

II 

lb. 

6,489 
6,209 
6,041 
7,378 
9,504 
9,992 
11,774 
14,043 
13,730 
14,240 

|ll| 

lb. 

2.008 

2,306 

2,492 

2,769 

3,086 

3,280 

3,612 

4,925 

4,721 

5,399 

11 

^■5 

lb. 
10.338 
13,142 

13,249 
14,030 
15,556 
17,056 
17,977 
20,217 
19,153 
20,817 

|il| 

lb. 

4,009 
4.509 
4,627 
4,861 
6,174 
5,217 
5,482 
6,836 
6,506 
7,211 
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The  overage  advance  ia  the  value  of  the  basiiieee  for  ten  years 
is  10  per  cent,  peraunoia.  The  value  for  1901  was  Rb.  113,500 
less  than  for  1900,  a  drop  of  1  per  cent.,  but  1900  was  an  ahnormal 
year,  and  the  increase  of  1901  over  1899  was  very  close  on  20 
per  cent.  The  uncertain  faictor  is  the  telegraph  money  order 
businesB  with  India,  which  is  presumably  affected  by  tiie  im- 
migrant labour  market. 

The  commuaion  paid  on  money  orders  issued  in  1901  amounted 
to  Its.  62,400,  and  orders  on  Govemment  service  were  issued  free, 
the  commiasion  on  which  amounting  to  Rb.  9,131  was  earned  but 
not  paid. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  a  direct  money  order  exchange  was 
arranged  with  Natal,  serving  BritiBh  South  Africa,  and  largely 
availed  of  by  the  prisoners  of  war  in  Ceylon. 

A  materia]  improvement  effected  was  the  issue  of  money  orders 
on  the  ITnited  Kingdom,  the  colonies,  and  foreign  countries  at 
every  post  office  in  Ceylon,  the  public  being  thus  saved  the 
trouble  of  sending  a  loc^  money  order  to  the  General  Post  Office 
to  purchase  a  for^gn  money  order. 

TAegra'ph  lAnet. — ^The  only  new  lines  completed  during  the 
year  were:  — 

(1)  The  extensioii  of  the  Uadulkele  line  on  from  Watiegama 
to  Kandy,  7J  miles,  to  take  the  "Wattegama  office  off  the-Trin- 
comalee  line  and  put  the  Madulkele  Office  direct  on  to  Kandy,  the 
latter  ofi^ce  being  in  a  better  position  to  act  as  a  transit  office 
than  "Wattegama. 

(2)  TTrugasmaahimdiya  Boer  Camp  looped  into  the  Colombo- 
Galle  line,  Z\  miles  of  pcrats  and  7  miles  of  wire. 

(3)  The  Colombo-Nuwara  Eliya  direct  wire  looped  into  the 
Kandy  office  for  testing  purposes,  8  miles  of  wire. 

(4)  The  looping  of  all  passing  wires  into  the  Polgahawela  and 
Teyangoda  Offices  for  testing  purposes  for  the  localiaatioD  of 
fault*. 

(5)  A  metallic  circuit  for  the  Tyar's  tablet  apparatus  between 
Maradana  and  Mount  Lavinia,  16  miles  of  wire.  Total  3}  miles 
of  posts  and  41  miles  of  wire. 

The  following  new  offices  were  opened  in  1901; — Ragama, 
MuUaittivu,  Tavuniya,  TJrugasmauhandiya  Camp. 

Revenve. — The  revenue  derived  from  the  Telephone  branch 
was — 

Rb.       c. 

In  1898 16,635  82 

In  1899 16,045  7 

In  1900 16,387  0 

In  1901 17,909  94 
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II.— MILITARY  FORCE  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

The  lumexed  table  shoira  the  expenditure  on  account  of 
military  services,  and  includes  an  additional  sum  on  account  oi 
commutation  of  the  rebate  of  duty  on  stores  supplied  to  the 
troops.  The  £xed  sum  of  Ra.  25,000  was  augmented  in  con- 
flideratioa  of  the  increased  number  of  troops  in  garrison  since 
the  advent  of  the  Prisoners  of  "War:  — 

Military  Expenditure  by  the  Colony  during  1901. 


Military  Expeoditnre  by  the  Colony 
daring  ISOl. 

Amount. 

Colonial  Coutribation  tat  Reonlu;  Troops — 
Balance  dne  for  1900           

Expenditure  on  account  1901          ...         ... 

B*.      c. 

164,928  16 
1,913,482  00 

Ba.      c 

2,078,410  16 
270,676  96 

42,669  99 

46,886    0 

486  62 

8,536  67 

For    Volantoer    Eegiment,    inolnding    Mis- 
cellaneoos  Stores,  Anns  for  New  Rifle  Co^pi^ 
and   paasage  money   of   Non-Co  oimimoned 
Offloers  on  expiry  of  term  of  servioe. 

Compenntion    in   lieu    of  exemption    from 
payment   of   Customs   Duties    on    articles 
imported  for    the  Troops. 

Cost  of    erecting  certain  bnildiags  for  the 
Military. 

Ezpensei    connected    with  the  Ceylon  Con- 
tangent  for  South  Africa. 

of  Colombo. 

Total 

2,447,664  29 

X.— GENEEAI/  OBSERVATIONS. 

(1)  ImOKTAITE  EtXRTS. 

The  death  of  Her  gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  caused  tihe 
most  profound  sorrow  throughout  the  Island. 

Their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Cornwall, 
w}ko  Tisited  Ceylon  in  the  spring,  met  with  a  loyal  and  enthu- 
eiastic  reception. 

A  Census  of  the  population  was  saccetsfally  canied  out 
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At  Ambalangoda  tlie  inhabitants  refused  to  pay  the  Local 
Bou^  rate,  and  aseumed  ao  obetructiTe  an  ailitude  that  a  police 
force  was  sent  down  to  enforce  'the  distraint  of  properly.  The 
police  were  attacked  by  the  mob  and  were  compelled  to  fire  in 
self-defence,  causing  more  than  one  casualty.  A  military  force 
was  then  despatched  to  the  scene  of  the  disturbance,  but  the 
rioters  had  dispersed  before  ifs  arrival.  A  punitive  police  force 
has  since  been  «tationed  at  Ambalangoda 

Arabi  Pasha  and  the  Egyptian  exiles  were  permitted  to  return 
to  Egypt. 

The  appointment  of  a  Fourth  Jadge  of  &e  Supreme  Court  was 
sanctaoned. 

The  GkivemmeDt  purchased  Gangaroowa  estate,  Feradeniya, 
at  a  cost  of  £8,000,  for  the  establishment  of  an  experimental 
plantation. 

By  the  retirement  of  Sir  E.  Noel  Walker,  who  served  as 
Colonial  Secretary  for  over  fourteen  years,  and  of  Sir  A.  C. 
Lawrie,  .whose  connection  with  the  I^and  goes  back  to  1873, 
the  Colony  lost  two  of  its  highest  and  most  p<^ular  officials. 

The  careful  precantiouB  against  the  introductnon  of  pl&gae 
continued  to  be  entirely  efficacious. 


(b)  Public  Wobks. 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  expenditure  on 
Annually  Recurrent  Works,  Extraordinary  Public  Works,  and 
those  chargeable  to  loans  and  other  funds  during  the  yeiuv  1895 
to  1901,  inclusive:  — 


Public  Works. 


MixceUaneoDs 
inclndiDg 


1,900,307 
2,040,684 
2,0^9,279 
2,112.906 


Bh. 
1,286,889 
1,219,106 
1,838,650 
1,510,143 
1,707,119 
1,610,261 
1,348,032 


369,324 
1,250,125 
1,U74.665 

666,028 


Rb 

3,042,990 
3,042,664 
3,566,319 

3.779,774 
4,997,928 
4,714,205 
4,126,965 


The    ohargee    under    Personal    Emoluments    amounted    to 
Bs.  438,948. 
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'  -^h«  roadB  in  tliiB  Colony  are  classified  under  the  ioUoviag 
descriptions ;  — Mettled,  Track  MetaUed,  3raTell«dhaad  Natnnl. 
.Tire  tptal  length  maintained  during  the  year  in  each  .Province 
was  as  follows: — 


Province. 

HetalM. 

Track 
MetaUad. 

Gravelled. 

Nati»]. 

Total. 

MUes. 

Miles. 

Milee. 

Miles. 

HUee. 

Weatern 

2»5-26 

62-94 

358-20 

Geatnl 

534-33 

7074 

66-25 

670-»5 

Northom 

310-00 

86-60 

121-00 

517-50 

Boothern 

272-78 

47-50 

320-28 

Bastoru... 

162-25 

132-60 

64-00 

348-85 

175-67 

143-00 

7671 

30-00 

425-38 

Nortb-Centtal ..; 

101-78 

68-75  . 

138-28 

8-60 

317-41 

Uv*       

246-03 

26-33 

102-00 

373-36 

Sabaragamaws... 

185-97 

80-59 

17-94 

25-00 

309-50 

Total     ... 

2,28407 

292-34 

658-64 

405-85    ' 

3,640-80 

The  above  statement  shows  ati  increase  of  &1'ST  milee  of  roads 
in  charge  of  this  Department.  This  is  due  to  the  completion  of 
the  Annfield  road,  extension  of  the  Madampe-HambaDtota  road, 
amd  the  transfe.*  of  the  Mabara-Akoressa,  Maradankadawela- 
Habarana,  and  Eekirawa-Talawe  roads  from  the  Provincial  Boad 
Committee  to  this  Depfirtment. 

The  average  cost  i>er  mile  of  road  upkeep  in  the  several  pro- 
vinces was  as  follows :  — 


Frovinoe. 

Metalled. 

Tnok 
MetaUed. 

Gravelled. 

Natnral. 

General 
Avar^te. 

m. 

Ba. 

Ba. 

Ba. 

Ba. 

806 

315 

720 

629 

233 

77 

533 

Northern 

273 

181 

52 

206 

577 

180 

518 

Eastern 

456 

229 

302 

North-Weatem 

409 

461 

246 

33 

370 

North-Central ... 

436 

174 

310 

651 

284 

71 

467 

661 

437 

270 

97 

535 

The  general  average  throughout  the  Colony  was: — Metalled 
roads  lU.  649  per  mile,  gravelled  roads  Us.  221  per  mile,  natural 
roads  Bs.  57  per  mile. 
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Conaiderable  progrras  lias  been  made  ia  canyiag  oat  the  works 

■wked  for  hy  the  Chamber  of  Commerce :  — 

The  building  of  a  quay  wall  in  front  of  the  old  grain  Bheds 

J  and  K  is  in  hand. 
The  construction  of  two  jetties  on  the  north-east  face  of 

the  sea  wall  is  practically  completed. 
The  ironwork  for  the  erection  of  a  light  open  shed  to 

shelter  goods  landed  adjacent  to  I  warehouse  is  com- 
pleted. 
Another  iron  shed  adjoining  I  warehouse  of  the  same 

lei^h  and  width  has  been  completed.     Commisaariat 

street  has  been  incladed  in  the  Cusioms  premises, 

and  ^e  road  nearly  completed  round  by  G-  and  H 

warehooses. 
The  ironwork  has  been  completed  for  covering  in  the  road- 

way  on  the  sea  front  of  the  export  warehouses  B,  C, 

and  D,  and  erection  is  in  hand. 
The  lengthening  of  the  two  jetties  at  Eochchikada  has 

practdcally  been  completed. 
One-ball  of  the  roadwa;;^  leading  to  the  warehouses  at 

Eochchikada  has  been  paved  with  Jarrah  timber 

blocks  laid  on  concrete. 
Flans  and  estimate  have  been  prepared  and  submitted  for 

ihe  reconstruction  of  the  Master  Atteudant's  jetty. 
Orders  have  been  placed  for  the  supply  of  electric  cranes 

for  use  in  the  Customs  premises. 
The  work  of  widening  Seashore  street  is  in  hand. 

Campifor  Fnsonert  of  War. — The  maintenance  and  additions 
required  from  time  to  time  at  the  camps  have  been  duly  attended 
to. 

Cody  Camps,  Ragama. — The  erection  of  a  new  camp  similar 
to  camp  Ko.  &  is  in  hand. 

Minor  Courts,  HnZftsdorp.—The  erecKon  of  these  buildings 
has  made  Buhatantial  progress,  and  it  is  anticipated  they  will 
shortly  be  ready  for  occupation. 

Mam  Pipe  Line. — ^The  pipe  line  has  been  satisfactorily  main- 
tained, a  constant  flow  being  obtained  throughout  the  year.  The 
few  leaks  which  occurred  were  in  the  portion  duplicated,  and 
were  repaired  without  the  flow  of  water  to  Colombo  being 
stopped. 

Maligakanda  Service  Reservoir. — This  reservoir  has  been  main- 
tained in  a  ■■  ■.ti>factory  stato  of  repair  without  any  exceptional 
expenditure 

DiHrihUion  Works. — The  distribution  works  were  maintained 
in  a  j-atisfactory  state  of  repair.     During  the  year  four  new 
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staudpoiits  or  street  foaatainH  wpxe  iizei  and  four  w^re  removed, 
the  total  aumber  in  use  being  ijvl.  136  new  servicee  for  domestic 
supply  were  coastructed,  making  a  total  number  of  3,071.  63 
meters  were  £xed  to  services  for  other  than  domestic  purposes. 
28  meters  were  removed,  making  a  total  of  201)  in  use.  1,269 
yard«  of  3-in.  pipe  for  extended  services  wire  laid  during  the 
year. 

Except  during  January,  the  maximum  daily  coasumption 
each  month  exceeded  the  maodmum  diachargiog  capacity  of  the 
Labugama  main,  viz.,  2,900,000  gallons  per  diem,  necessitating 
the  water  being  shut  ofF  from  8  p.m.  to  4  a.m.  during  the  follow- 
ing periods :  — 

April  1  to  8 
August  1  to  31 
September  1  to  30 
October  1  to  28 
December  15  to  28. 
The  average  consumption  of  water  per  head  per  diem,  taking 
the  population  at  150,000,  was  for  all  purposes  at  the  rate  of  18'5 
gallons ;  deducting  the  metered  supplies  reduces  the  rate  to  15'6 
gallons. 

The  Burvoy  of  the  important  feedsr  roads  to  the  Northern 
Railway  lying  within  the  North- Western  Province  hais  been 
carried  out;  five  new  bridges  on  the  Galle-Udugama  road  are 
almost  completed,  and  a  lattice  girder  bridge  has  been  erected 
over  the  Battulu-oya 

During  the  year  482  orders  were  received  at  the  Government 
Factory  amounting  to  Bs.  885,620.34,  making  with  Rs.  194,604.54 
brought  forward  from  1900  a  total  of  Us.  1,080,:?24.88 ;  to  this 
amount  must  be  added  disbunementa  on  account  of  camps  for 
prisoners  of  war  and  reception  of  Their  Royal  Highnesses  the 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Cornwall  and  York. 

The  total  amount  therefore  available  for  expenditure  for  1901 
was  as  follows :  — 

Rb.       c. 
Brought  forward  from  1900  ...        194,604  64 

Factory  Orders  for  1901      885,620  34 

Camps  for  Prisoners  of  War  ...  90,359  17 

Reception  of  Their  Royal  Highnesses  6,333  38 


Total    ...     1,176,917  43 


During  the  same  period  172  iron  bridge  spans  of  varying 
length  were  turned  out  at  a  cost  of  Rs.  286,964. 

The  expenditure  on  buildings  amounted  to  Rs.  75,845,  on 
harbour  improvemeuts  to  Rs.  193,378,  on  miscellaneous  services, 
including  cost  of  tools  and  plant,  to  Rs.  51,323 ;  for  irrigation 
works  Rs.  3,659 ;  and  for  other  departments  Rs.  25,^68. 
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.   The  expenditare  on  Colombo  Harbour  was  Bb.  3,226,808Ji7, 
asunder: — 


;  Rb.    c          Ba.     c. 

Upkeep    of    Sontb-West    Breakwater,    Inner  <  —              83,198  10 

Harbour,  Dredging,  &o. 

Barbonr  ImproYentents,  Dredging,  and  Hoor-  !  227,861  98 

inga.  I 

Kew  worka  at  Ctutoms,  &e |  413,994  28 


Harbour  Extenuon  Works,  Graving  Dock 
Total 


The  total  expenditure  on  Harbour  Extension  Works,  Graving 
Dock,  Ac.  to  3lBt  December,  1901, : 


— 

Amount. 

Bs       c.             Be. 

c 

HatboQr  Eztent'ion  Works,  North-East  and 

5,f-63,639  22 

and  Nortk-Weat  Breakwaters,  Becaama- 

tion,  Coal  Dep6t,  Patent  Blip,  and  Barge 

Bepairing  Baain. 

Stock  of  plant,  etoree,  Ac.,  at  December  31, 

1,584,535  45 

1901,  for  Barbour  Extension  Works,  &c. 

Removal  of  woik-yard  from  Oalle  Buck  to 

1,046,802  43 

Graving  Doek 

1,577,271  57 

Plant  for  Graving  Dock        

541,290  83 

Total  Expenditure  to  December  31  ... 
1901. 

Grand  Total  Expenditure  from  com- 
mencement of  Sontb-West  Break- 
water in  1873  to  December  31, 
1901. 


The  Korthem  Arm  was  completed  to  a  diitanc*  of  1,275  feet, 
about  one-hali  tbe  total  length,  and  good  progress  was  made 
with  the  work  of  the  Graving  Dock. 

The  original  capital  cost  of  open  railway  lines  is  Rs.  53,090,104. 
The  total  cost  of  bhe  Uailway,  including  additions  and  improve- 
ments,  up  to  December  31,  1901,  has  been  Its.  57,970,083,  but 
this  does  not  include  the  sum  of  Bs.  2,351,493  spent  during  the 
last  five  years  on  new  works  and  rolling  stock,  which  has  been 
paid  out  of  revenue. 

On  -Tanuary  1,  1901,  the  capital  outstanding  on  loans  (sterling 
debts  converted  into  local  currency  at  the  rate  of  1*.  i^d.  per 
rupee)  was  Re.  32,229,610,  or  Rs.  66,150  more  than  on  January  1, 
1900,  due  to  a  slightly  lower  rate  of  exchange. 
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Bwolt  of  the  year's  working:— 


— 

190L 

1900. 

1901. 

D«ore». 

1901. 

OtoM  BeceiptB        

Working  BjcpenaM 

Profit^:        „ 

Rs 

7,93B,131 
4,736,701 
3,801,430 

Ra. 
8,*272,361 
4,374,310 
3,898,041 

Ba. 

M2,391 

534,220 
6967u 

IntereH. — The  interest  paid  on  loana  amounted  to  lU.  1,235,178. 

NtU  Eamingi. — ^Aftor  deducting  the  working  expenses  and 
the  payment  of  interest,  the  nett  amount  contributed  by  the 
railway  to  tfie  general  revenue  of  the  Colony  amounted  to 
Be.  1,966,252,  equivalent  to  a  dividend  of  3'39  per  cent,  on  the 
total  caitttal  cost  of  Us.  57,970,083. 

On  ordinary  passenger  traffic  there  was  a  decrease  of  Rs. 
172,407  and  on  goods  traffic  a  decrease  of  Bs.  210,667.  There 
was  a  decrease  of  3,879  tons  of  t«a,  an  increase  of  5,536  tons  of 
copperah  and  1,858  tons  of  fruit  and  vegetables  and  other  5th 
class  goods,  and  a  decrease  of  12,000  tons  in  plumbago. 

The  mileage  was  not  increased  during  the  year. 

(C.)      IlOUQBATIOIT  ASH  EhIQRATIOK. 

The  figures  obtained  from  tiie  Government  Agents  are  in- 
complete  and  unreliable.  They  show  that  120,603  immigrants 
arrived  in  Ceylon  from  India,  while  118,343  left  for  India  from 
Ceylon. 

(d.)    FiTTunE  Fbospscts  ov  Tkabb. 

The  value  of  the  trade  of  the  Colony  has  fallen  somewhat  in 
the  year  under  review,  but  later  statistics  show  that  there  has 
been  no  further  decline,  amd  the  prospects  of  trade  are  good. 

(E.)      SniTABIUTY   OF    ClIUATE  FOB  EUBOPBAHS. 

The  climate  is  well  suited  for  Europeans,  but  under  existing 
conditions  manual  labour  is  practically  out  of  tiie  question  for 
the  white  man,  who  finds  bis  avocation  in  sedentary  pursuits  or 
in  the  supervision  of  labour. 

(f.)  Bates  of  Wages  and  Cost  op  Living. 

The  rate  of  wages  for  pnediaJ  labourers  varies  from  25  to  50 
'  cents  per  diem ;  37^  cents  is  the  general  rate.  Domestic  servants 
earn  from  Bs.  10  to  Bs.  20  per  mensem,  the  average  wage  'being 
about  Bs.  12.  Trade  employes  earn  from  60  cents  to  Be.  1.50  a 
-day.     The  cost  of  living  voiries  greatly  in  different  parte  of  the 
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Islaod,  being  lowest  ia  the  Nortiiem  and  Eutem  FroTinoea  maA 
higlieet  in  Colombo,  where  house  rent  is  a  serious  itnn  to  rich 
and  poor.  The  ordintey  villa^r  can  probably  live  in  fair 
comfort  for  Ba.  6  to  Bs.  6  a  monUi. 

The  cost  of  living  for  a  European  is  Bomewhat  diffionlt  to- 
calculate,  the  purchasing  power  of  the  rupee  being  something 
midway  between  its  nominal  value  of  2s.  and  gold  vaiue  of  It.  4(2.,. 
if  local  and  imported  porchases  are  considered  together. 

(o.)  Ofeninos  fob  InTEsniBnT  or  Capital. 

There  has  been  a  slight  revival  in  plumbago  and  no  improve- 
ment in  the  prospects  of  tea,  but  cocoanuts  continue  to  do  well, 
and  the  many  minor  products  of  Uie  Island  are  not  unremuneca-- 
tive. 

(h.)  Social  Coimrnoir  of  the  People. 

The  social  condition  of  the  people  is  good  in  so  far  as  their 
material  welfare  is  concerned,  but  their  moral  failing  is  illns- 
trated  1^  the  figures  relating  to  violent  crime.  It  is  true  liiai 
cold-blooded  premediteted  crime  is  of  rare  occurrence,  but  acts 
of  violence  committed  in  the  heat  of  the  moment  nre  life.  Cor- 
poral punishment,  it  must  be  admitted,  has  proved  much  less 
efBcacious  than  was  anticipated  as  a  deterrent  punishment. 
Educafion  will  doub^jess  furnish  the  radicfd  cure  in  time,  but 
the  process  will  be  a  long  and  tedious  one.  It  is  remai^ble  that 
of  the  37  men  who  paid  the  highest  penalty  of  the  law,  all  but 
two  were  Buddhists,  whose  religious  teaching  inculcates  the 
theoty  of  the  sanctity  of  life.  These  ^ures  would  tend  to  ^ow 
fhat  religious  education  and  training  have  little  effect  in  restrain- 
ing passion  and  jealousy,  the  primaoy  cause  of  most  violent  crime- 
in  C^loo. 

(l.)  G^XTEBAL  CoNinTION  OP  THE  GoLONT. 
Though  the  past  year  ^owed  no  such  pronounced  increase  of 
revenue  as  the  phenomenal  year  IdOO,  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  Colony  is  unimpaired. 

J.  J.  Thobbttbn, 
Principal  Assistant  Colonist  Secretery. 

Colombo,  August  8,  1902. 
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No.   362. 


COCOS    ISLANDS. 


REPORT    FOR   1901. 


{Irc«fntrti  to  botK  ^onsie  et  ^nrliament  bs  Commxnll  o{  'gUs  JRaJMts. 
March,  1902. 


LONDON : 

FBQITED   FOR    HIS    MAJEffTY-S    STATIONERY    OFPICT, 

Bx  DARLINQ  ft  SON,  Ltd.,  MAO.  Bacom  Sxun,  E. 


RTRE  A  E 

knd  33,  AanwDOM  Bvaaxr,  "Wvmtmtetmm,  B.W,; 

or  OLIVER  &  BOTD,  EsnrBtrMX; 

or  E.  FONSONBT,  116,  OkAmii  Smsr,  Dvnn. 


[Cd.  788-23.]    Prief  l^rf. 
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The  following,  among  other,  KeportB  relating  to  His  Majestj-'B 
CTolonial  Posaeseions,  have  been  iaeued,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bonrces  indicated  on  the  title-p&ge  :— 
ANNUAL. 


No. 

Colony. 

Teat. 

326 

Barbados 

1900 

3-27 

BahamM 

BiB 

Turks  and  Caicoa  lalanda        

329 

Malta      

330 

" 

391 

Fiji          

332 

8t.  Lnda 

333 
-334 

Seychelles           

FiOkland  LiUnds            

;; 

336 

Mauritina  and  Bodrigues        

336 

British  New  Guinea     

1899-1900 

.337 

Leeward  Islands 

1900 

338 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

„ 

339 

British  Honduras         

-340 

Hong  Kong       

„ 

341 

Ceylon 

Qibrsltar. 

342 

343 

Basntoland        

1900-1901 

S44 

Gold  Coast         

1900 

346 

Grenada 

346 

Northern  Nigeria         

1900^1901 

347 

British  Solomon  Islands          

348 

Lsgo.      

Bntirii  Guiana 

1900 

349 

1900-1901 

350 

St  Vincent        

1900 

361 

'^*'^** 

1900-1901 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Sobjeot. 

1 

GoldCowit         

Boonomic  Agricnltnre. 

2 

Znluljuid 

Forerta. 

3 

Sierra  Leone      

4 

Canada    

Emigration. 
SisaflnduBtry. 

6 

Bahamas 

6 

Hong  Kong       

Bubonic  Pbgne. 

7 

Mineral  fieaonroes. 

8 

Western  Pacific 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Agricnlture. 

10 

Virgin  Islands 

11 

Grenada 

Agrioultnre  in  Carriacoa. 

12 

Anguilla 

Vital  Statistics,  1898. 

13 

Cook  Islands      

Tmde,  1899. 

14 

Bahamas 

Fibre  Industry. 

16 

Canada    

Legal  Status  of  British  Nort,h 
American  Indians. 

16 

Medical  Reports 

17 

Gilbert  and  Elliee  Islands       ... 

Beport  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong        

Operationa    is    New    Tenitoty 



„.          .. 

during  1900. 
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No.  362.  ,S^ 

1901. 


COCOS    ISLANDS. 


CrovE&iroB  Stn  F.  A.  S^'Ettkniuic  to  Mb.  CuAiiBESLAiir. 

Government  House,  Fenang. 

23rd  December.  1901. 

SlK, 

I  HAVE  the  boQour  to  iorward  copies  of  a  report  by 
Mr.  W.  L.  Carter,  Acting-Collector  of  Land  Revenue,  Singapore, 
wbo  waa  deputed  to  make  tlie  annual  visit  to  tbe  Cocoa  lalanda. 

'  I  have,  &c., 

F.  A.  SWETTENHAK. 


elOaSS'—TS— 1/1902    Wt  2.<<fil6    D  &  S— S 
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REPORT  ON   VISIT   TO  COCOS   ISLANDS. 

Land  Office, 

Singapore, 

October  Ifit,  1901. 
Sir, 

I  ILA.VK  the  honour  to  report  that  la  accordance  with  your 
instructions  I  embarked  at  8  a.m.  on  4th  September  last  on 
H.U.S.  "  Roeario  "  (Commaader  Hamilton).  Weighing  anchor 
almost  at  once  ive  steamed  through  the  Rhio,  Banka,  and  Sunda 
Straits,  passing  Java  Head  early  on  the  night  of  7th  September. 
I  have  since  been  told  that  we  had  a  fair  passage,  with  wind  and 
tea  in  our  favour,  from  that  point  to  the  Cocos  Islands,  which  we 
sighted  about  II  a.m.  on  10th  September.  Entering  the  lagoon 
by  the  Poi't  Refuge  Channel  we  anchored  at  1.^0  p.m.  close  to 
Direction  Island. 

2.  Mr.  George  Clunies  Ross,  the  proprietor,  was  unfortunately 
absent,  having  left  the  Islands  in  June  in  order  to  i-etum  to 
London  for  the  performance  of  an  operation  on  his  eyes.  Mr. 
Sidney  Ross,  his  son  and  representative,  met  us  by  deputy 
(Mr.  Andrew  Ross,  his  uncle)  and  invited  ua  to  be  his  guests 
ashore.  I  landed  in  the  afternoon  and  took  up  my  residence  in 
the  bachelor  quarters  kindly  placed  at  my  disposal. 

3.  The  thoroughness  witt  which  my  pi-edecessors  have  done 
their  work  leaves  little  for  me  to  report  which  will  not  be  bat  a 
vain  repetition  of  what  they  have  better  described. 

4.  On  11th  September,  accompanied  hj  Mr.  Sidney  Ross,  I 
inspected  the  Bantam  Tillage  and  the  workshops.  The  morning 
I  spent  with  Mr.  William  Ross  and  the  books.  In  the  afternoon. 
I  walked  round  Settlement  Island  visiting  the  village  of  the 
Cocos-bom,  its  extension,  the  school,  and  tbe  Bantam  Village. 
On  12th  September,  Mr.  Roland  Ross  euled  with  me  over  to  West 
Island  over  about  half  of  which  we  walked.  On  my  I'ctum  I 
was  ferried  over  to  Burial  Island.  On  13th  September,  Mr. 
William  Ross  showed  me  over  the  stores  (food,  clothes,  medicine, 
etc.)  and  the  rest  of  the  forenoon  was  passed  in  the  school  and 
in  the  village  of  the  Cocos-bom.  At  mid-day  three  of  the 
latter  sailed  me  to  and  from  Direction  Island  in  a  boat  provided 
Ijy  Mr.  Ross;  and  the  afternoon  I  spent  *itb  the  villagers, 
mostly  among  the  Bantamese. 

6.  The  most  superficial  acquaintance  with  the  Malays  of  the 
Straits  miJies  it  inevitable  that' one  should  be  impressed  with 
the  material  advantages  conferred  on  the  Islanders  by  their 
residence  in  the  Cocos.  Clean  and  well-ordered  villages;  com- 
fortable and  in  a  native  style  substantial  houses,  to  which  .the 
owners  have  had  to  contribute  only  the  labour  of  construction, 
And  that  merely  in  part ;  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  water  at  their 
-doors ;  an  abundance  of  fish  hardly  further  off ;  vegetables  such 
-ss  the  sandy  nature  of  the  9oil  permits  eaid  their  own  diligecca 
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eiLCoiiTai^a;  wood  iar  boat-building,  firewood,  ooco-iiiita,coco-atit       CoCOb- 
oil,  and  coco-nut  Bugar,  without  charge;   a  regular  demand  for  t'  XsLiiratr 
male  and  female  la^ur  with  a  by  no  means  illiberal  Bcale  of      *  ^^^- 
wages ;  and  immunity  from  all  direct  taxation  combine  to  form        *'™' 
external  conditiona  of  life  which  should  breed  coatentaient  even 
in  the  Malay  heart. 

6.  While  stmck  no  less  than  my  predeceaaors  by  the  presence 
at  the  Cocos  of  much  that  should  ensure  the  happiness  of  Malay 
pet^le,  it  was  not  borne  home  to  me  that  the  Islanders  were  to  a 
man  prepared  to  admit  or  even  recognised  their  fortunate  sur- 
roundings. Malays,  like  the  Irish,  are  generally  in  possession 
of  a  small  verbal  grievance — most  commonly  the  complaint  of 
poverty — and  are  perhaps  really  the  happier  for  it.  Here  I 
came  across  no  trace  of  a  Thimlay  Doola's  perverting  influence 
among  the  people  nor  did  I  find  discontent  common,  but  I  did 
come  across  one  case  of  it  (Appendix  A.).  And,  with  the  escep- 
tion  of  those  abont  the  currency,the  difficulties  of  correspondence 
with  the  outside  world  and  the  want  of  facilities  for  education, 
all  the  complaints  made  to  previous  Commissioners  were,  I 
believe,  made  also  to  me  (Appendix  A,)-  I  refrain,  therefore, 
from  writing  in  the  usual  unqualified  terms  of  the  contentment 
prevailing  among  the  residents  of  the  Cocos  Islands. 

7.  Since  the  visit  of  the  "  Fhcenix  "  the  proprietor  has  re- 
ceived from  Java  but  one  batch  of  labourers  (10  men,  11  women, 
and  3  boys),  of  a  thoroughly  unsatisfactory  character.  Recruited 
near  Batavia,  passed  by  a  Government  doctor,  and  shipped  by 
Mr.  Rosa'  agents  in  Batavia,  they  arrived  in  the  Cocoa  in 
FebruAiy,  1900,  of  poor  physique  and  sickly  (see  the  death 
returns),  introducing  with  themselves  venereal  disease,  which 
Mr.  Boss  hopes  he  has  been  able  to  stamp  out.  Believing  that,  aa 
oa  a  previous  occasion,  the  persons  pMsed  as  .fit  were  not  tlie 
persons  shipped  to  him,  he  intends  that  in  future  one  of  the 
family  shall  always  attend  to  the  selection  and  shipment  of  the 
labourers.  Anxious  to  obtain  a  further  supply  of  labour,  he  ia 
about  to  apply  to  the  Netherlands  Indies  Government  for  per- 
mission to  recruit,  but  will  make  the  Bantam  country  once  agaia 
the  scene  of  his  operations. 

8.  The  proprietor  would  be  glad  to  see  such  an  increase  in  the 
population  as  would  render  the  Islands  independent  of  the  out- 
side labour  market,  but  judging  from  the  population  return 
hereto  attached  (Appendix  B),  it  will  be  long  ere  the  attainmeat 
of  this  desire.  In  1886,  there  were  616  aonlp  on  the  Isluid. 
There  are  now  671,  or  34  more  than  the  Census  return  shows. 
From  this,  two  little  girls  and  one  woman  were  omitted  in  error, 
and  to  its  total  should  be  added  the  6  Europeans  and  26  Chinese 
who  have  recently  arrived  on  Direction  Island.  Tiding  account 
of  permanent  residents  only,  the  males  are  in  a  minority  of 
nearly  60.  Ur.  Andrew  Ross  says  that  at  present  the  disparity 
in  the  niunbers  of  the  sexes  has  presented  no  difficulties,  occur- 
ring as  it  does  at  very  early  ages.     With  all  due  deference  to  i» 
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modern  author  who  aAserta  it,  he  does  not  consider  that  females 
were  formerly  too  few  nor  on  the  other  hand  thai  the  Buperfluous 
woman  {m>blem  is  likely  to  require  solution  in  the  Cocos — as  to 
the  latter,  figures  are  against  him. 

9.  The  present  health  of  the  people  seems  very  good.  There 
have  been  since  Sptember,  1899,  one  or  two  case^  of  beri-beri  of 
a  mild  type,  but  no  deaths  fn»n  this  cause.  During  our  stay,  I 
heard  of  one  case  of  asthma  (Mr.  Charles  Rosa)  and  came  across 
two  or  three  persons  who  were  beiuf;  treated  for  sprains,  cuts, 
etc.,  by  Mr.  Andrew  Koss,  and  two  men  confined  to  their  houses 
by  minor  ailments.  The  majority  of  the  men  looked  hard  aad 
muscular,  the  women  and  children  plvinip  and  cheerful,  while 
among  the  latter  I  observed  (on  West  Island)  only  one  of  those 
disfiguring  skin  diseases  so  obtrusively  common  in  ordinary 
Malay  villages.  Ooitre,  however,  is  as  common  as  ever,  and 
Dr.  Bolster,  of  the  "  Bosario,"  kindly  prescribed  in  one  case 
where  the  growth  was  causing  discomfort  by  [H-essure  on  the 
wind-pipe.  In  the  store  there  was  a  considerable  supply  of  the 
medicines  most  commonly  employed  in  the  East,  but  occasion  for 
their  use  is,  Mr.  Andrew  Ross  finds,  infrequent  No  medicinal 
remedy  is,  in  his  opinion,  as  efficacious  against  beri-beri  as  a 

.change  of  locality,  but  he  would  like  to  try  a  more  complete 
change  of  diet  than  is  possible  in  the  Cocos,  He  does  not 
beliefve  the  origin  of  the  disease  is  in  the  rice,  either  in  its  quality 
or  in  the  absence  of  the  silver  thread,  etc.,  and  the  main  efforts 
of  the  family  are  directed  to  preventing  its  importation  in  the 
persons  of  new  comers.  The  people  concur  that  it  is  introduced 
and  not  native  disease  that  attacks  them. 

Small-pox  does  not  exist  in  the  Cocos,  but  in  view  of  the 
possibility  of  its  introduction,  vaccination  is  practised ;  perhaps 
a  little  spasmodically,  as  I  understand  the  last  successful  inocu- 
lati<m  was  1892.  Since  then  the  lymph  used  has  for  some  reason 
or  other  been  ineffective.  The  proprietor  is  sending  out  a  fresh 
supply  in  the  annual  shipment  of  European  goods,  but  as  Mr. 
Andrew  Ross  has  some  200  vaccinations  which  he  W&uld  like  to 
perform  as  soon  as  possible,  an  interim  supply  from  the  Straits 
would  be  very  gratefully  received.* 

Where  there  is  no  specific  disease  (no  fever,  etc.),  there  is 
naturally  no  markedly  unhealthy  season,  but  the  older  Bantamese 
associate  the  months  of  September,  January,  and  February, 
(when  flies  are  most  numerous)  with  sickness,  and  are  to  some 
extent  supported  by  the  figures  which  follow. 

10.  With  an  absence  of  definite  illness  it  is  disappointing  to 
find  a  death-rate  as  high  as  ^O'TR  per  1,000  per  annum,  but  this 
is  what  the  40  deaths,  which  have  occurred  since  the  visit  of  the 
"  Phcenix,"  give  in  a  population  taken  as  G50  in  each  year.  The 
victims  were  in  27  cases  males,  in  13  females,  and  of  tiie  40 
no  less  than  33  were  infants  of  from  a  few  days  to  a  few  months 
in  age.     The  deaths  occurred  in  .January,  3 ;   in  February,  7 ; 
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March,  6;  April,  2;  May,  1;  June,  1;  July,  3;  Augrust,  4, 
September,  7 ;  October,  3 ;  NoTember,  2 ;  and  December,  2.  In 
Appendix  G,  I  give  Buch  details  as  I  could  gather  of  the  adults* 
deaths. 

11.  In  the  last  two  years,  17  marriages  have  been  registered, 
the  contracting  parties  being  in  11  cases  Cocos-bom  on  both 
sides,  and  in  6  Java-born. 

There  has  been  one  divorce  or  separation  of  Java-bom  people. 
In  this  case  the  union  had  been  childless,  the  man  had  lost  his 
sight  and  vas  returning  to  Java,  while  the  woman  had  perhaps 
already  got  on  with  a  new  love.  In  any  case,  within  two  days  of 
the  divorce  she  married  again.  This  was  this  year,  on  the  Ist  of 
April,  a  date  which  the  Western  mind  might  not  have  regarded 
as  auspicious  for  any  contract. 

12.  In  cultivation,  no  experiments  and  but  few  extensions 
have  been  recently  made.  In  the  main,  planting  has  been 
directed  to  filling  upthe  gaps  caused  by  storms  or  beetles.  By  the 
former  great  damage  was  inflicted  on  two  occasions  in  January 
this  year,  the  trees  on  South  Island  (where  it  is  supposed  11,000 
trees  were  destroyed)  and  on  the  South  of  "West  Island  being  th& 
greatest  sufferers.  On  South  Island  both  kinds  of  beetle  again 
worked  great  havoc.  In  the  belief  that  these  breed  in  the  tree 
itself  and  not  in  heaps  of  coco-nut  refuse  round  it,  the  only 
remedy  the  proprietors  apply  is  the  drastic  one  of  cutting  down 
and  burning  the  trees.  On  the  Islands,  II  varieties  of  coco-nuts- 
flourish,  South  Island  producing  the  heaviest  nuts  and  West 
Island  the  greatest  number.  Mr.  Sidney  Ross  thinks  that  some 
7,000,000  nuts  are  collected  annually,  and  that  the  average  yield 
from  one  tree  is  25.  The  nuts,  however,  being  allowed  to  fall 
and  not  being  picked,  as  in  the  Straits,  an  accurate  estimate 
per  tree  is  impossible,  but  here  a  much  higher  figure  than  26  i» 
usually  quoted,  over  100  nuts  per  tree  being,  under  favourable 
circumstancps  (proximity  to  human  habitation,  etc.),  not  un- 
common. The  pernicious — from  a  piscicuHural  point  of  view — 
practice  of  manuring  the  trees  with  immature  fish  does  not  ob- 
tain in  the  Coeos  as  it  does  in  Province  Wellesley. 

13.  Besides  Settlement  Island,  West  Island,  and  now  Direc- 
tion Island  alone  are  permanently  inhabited,  but  nuts  are  picked 
up  on  all  except  Tf  orth  Cocos,  the  difficulties  of  approach  to  which 
have  for  some  years  kept  the  nutters  from  it.  On  the  centre  of 
West  Island  I  found  7  families,  and  6  single  Javanese  engaged 
in  preparation  of  copra.  Their  bouses  are  less- good  than  thosa 
on  Selmft  where  they  have  their  real  homes.  Cats,  ducks, 
pigeons,  fowls,  and  children  were  numerous  and  healthy,  but  it 
was  on  one  of  the  latter  that  I  observed  the  skin  disease  referred 
to  in  paragraph  9.  Except  that  a  JavB;-bom  man  who  after  20 
years  had  become  a  settler  was  dissatisfied  with  the  delay  in 
returning  him  to  his  country,  whither  he  now  wishes  to  go,  nono 
of  these  people  complained  of  the  conditions  of  their  life,  though 
in'  some  aspects  harder  than  those  of  the  main-islanders.  For 
the  greater  facility  with  which  nuts  can  be  got  on  West  Island^ 
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CocoB  a  mininium  of  2,500  per  week  is  demanded  ivom  those  who 
Iblamm,  labour  there  as  against  1,500  from  thoBe  who  reside  further  from 
'~~^'  the  scene  of  their  work ;  and  the  labour  of  the  women  as  shellers 
is  Qot  paid  as  on  the  main  island,  but  is  ti^en  to  balance  the  pro- 
prietor's expense  in  transferring  the  nuts  or  copra  to  the  main- 
leland  stores.  Here  there  ie  storage  for  80  tons  of  copra  only, 
supplemented  by  stores  for  110  tons  at  the  north  of  the  Island, 
where  also  Mr.  Uoland  Boss  has  a  poultry-  farm  of  some  1,500 
fowls  (mostly  tailless),  and  a  bungalow  to  which  he  resorts  for 
the  week  end.  On  Horsburgh  Island  his  brother  has  a  similar 
but  smaller  establishment.  Un  Direction  Island,  besides  the 
Korwegiao.  captain  of  the  schooner  "  Tweed,"  are  established 
Mr.  Cameron  and  his  four  assistants  in  the  Telegi-aph  Company, 
with  20  Chinese  serving  in  vanous  capacities.  In  residence  less 
than  a  month,  they  could  perhaps  hardly  be  called  established, 
but  they  were  daily  employing  their  talents  in  new  directions 
and  seemed  to  enjoy  it.     An  old  copra  shed  lent  by  the  pro- 

^  prietor   had   been    converted    into    comfortable   quarters,  and 

their  temporary  office  was  almost  ready  against  the  arrival 
of  the  S.S.  "  Scotia,"  expected  on  30th  September  with 
«able  and  instruments.  At  no  distant  date  they  were 
looking  for  the  coming  of  the  S.S.  "Anglia"  to  complete 
the  connection  (with  Mauritius),  and  to  bring  their  staff  up  to 
17,  its  complement  ae  at  present  fixed.  With  abundant  stores, 
sheep,  ducks,  fowls,  etc.,  of  their  own,  they  are  practically  inde- 
pendent, and  I  gather  that  the  proprietor  does  not  desire  more 
than  mere  social  intercommunication  between  this  and  the  other 
islands — against  the  Chinese  the  prejudice  is  very  strong.  At 
present  their  only  wator  is  procured  from  Horsburgh  Island  in 
Mr.  Ross's  water  boata,  but  the  "  Scotia  "  is  bringing  condenaeri 
which  will  put  an  end  to  this  inconvenience.  Need  for  extra 
labour  will  not,  I  hope,  arise,  as  I  understand  that  (despite  para- 
graph 2  y.  of  Commander  Adam's  report  in  1885),  a  surplus 
supply  of  labour  is  not  available,  though  Mr.  Ross  has  managed 
to  render  considerable  assistance  in  establishing  the  post.  It 
will  be  interesting  to  observe  how  far  the  proximity  of  persons 
who  do  not  come  under  the  Cocob  Settlement,  and  more  fre- 
■quent  communication  with  the  outsideworld  through  the  periodic 
visits  of  telegraph  ships,  will  influence  Mr.  Ross's  people. 

14.  The  rates  and  method  of  payment  remain  as  previously 
described,  nor  is  there  any  great  variation  in  the  wage  bill 
month  by  month,  somewhat  less  than  3,000  Cocoe  guilders  being 
the  average.  Between  the  1st  January  and  the  1st  September, 
1900,  the  total  earned  came  to  17filii.'  (Cocos),  in  the  same 
period  this  year  to  21,336f.,  the  people  having  displayed  rather 
more  diligence  in  1901.  On  the  evening  of  the  13th  September 
I  examined  the  week's  pay  earned  by  a  gang  of  15  residents  on 
-the  main  Island — a  random  selection,  aa  this  was,  probably  is  a 

■  The  tiga  t  ognifiM  gnilden.  The  Dutch  guilder  ia  worth  about  It.  Bd. 
The  CooM  cnmncy  guilder,  which  is  t  theepskin  note,  is  worth  Jths  of  a 
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fair  criterioii  of  what  all  do  and  all  earn.     In  ibe  week  th*  nuts       Cocoa 
-delivered  at  the  store  numbered  40,733  (an  average  of  2,700  per     ^^^.'^ 
inan),  the  wages  totalled  80f,  40  cents,  an  average  of  5f.  30  cents        __' 
per  man,  ranging  from  6f.  75  oents  to  4f,  26  cents — to  which 
-should  bfe  added  one  day's  pay  at  the  published  day-pay  mte  if 
'the  men  elect  to  put  in  a  haJf  day  on  Saturday.     The  nutting 
wage  being  If.  per  500  nuts,  and  there  being  no  smaller  token 
than  the  25  cents  note,  the  proprietor  gets  the  benefit  of  all  nuts 
insufficient  to  earn  this  payment. 

15.  Of  the  Java-bom,  15  have  advances  still  to  pay  off,  their 
total  indebtedness  coming  to  l,430f.  25  cents,  varying  between 
188f.  and  lOf.  50  cents  a  man,  while  the  proprietor  has  had  to 
write  off  as  irrecoverable,  616f.  75  cents. 

Seventeen  of  the  Cocos-bom  are  still  in  his  debt,  the  most 
■deeply  so  owing  125f.  the  least  2f.  25  cents,  and  the  total 
amounting  to  G25f.  Here,  too,  an  item  of  121f.  has  to  bo 
written  off.  Appendix  D.  gives .  details,  with  main  causes  of 
'indebtedness. 

10.  I  was  unable  to  get  the  total  standing  to  the  credit  of 
■persons  still  at  the  Cocoa,  but  the  9  Bantamese  who  have  in  the 
last  two  years  returned  to  their  country  and  the  3  Coeos-bom 
who  have  settled  in  Java  took  away  total  savings  of  l,807f., 
details  of  which  are  given  in  Appendix  £. 

17.  Of  crime,  minor  otfences,  and  the  punishments  inflicted 
there  is  no  record.  Mr.  Sidney  Hoes  informs  me  that  the  former 
has  not  occurred  and  the  last  two  have  been  infrequent     Where 

"inflicted,  punishment  has  been  as  heretofore  corporal  or  by  fine, 
.  following  hot-foot  on  the  offence  where  possible.  The  class  of 
punishment  most  likely  to  be  effective  in  each  particular  case  is 
adopted.  The  fines  rajngo  from  1  to  7  days'  pay  and  the  corporal 
punishment  rarely  exceeds  12  stripes,  inflicted,  in  the  case  of 
adults,  on  the  shoulders. 

18.  On  both  the  occasions  when  I  visited  the  school,  the  5  boys 
shown  on  the  register  were  in  attendance.  The  eldest,  Zanlay, 
having  been  there  four  years  is  more  advanced  than  his  school- 
mates, two  of  whom  joined  just  before  and  two  just  after 
Hr.  Baxendale's  visit  in  1899.  The  register  shows  on  the  part 
of  ^e  parents  a  more  than  Malay  want  of  appreciation  of  the 
benefits  of  education,  of  which  perhaps  none  but  an  elementary 
knowledge  of  arithmetic  would  appeal  in  a  practical  form  to  the 
Islanders.  Under  the  circumstances  the  reading,  writing,  dic- 
tation, ertc.,  of  the  6  were  creditable,  and  Zanlay  knew  a  litde 
general  geograt^y  well;  bat  to  Cocos  boys  calculationB  in 
measures  they  do  not  employ,  and  the  science  of  locating  on  the 
map  places  which  to  most  of  them  are  the  merest  of  names  and 
nothing  more  must  a;^>ear  singularly  dull  and  profitless. 

19.  In  1900  no  copra  was  exported.     In  January,  1901,  the 
,  Norwegian  ship  "  Michael  Berentsen  "  was  chartered  to  conv^ 

'to  Lisbon  or  St.  Petersburg  (according  to  the  market)  862  tou^ 
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but  the  place  of  sale  aad  the  actaal  price  obtaiaed  was  not  known. . 
Between  £13  and  £14  per  ton.  was  expected,  and  the  increasedT 
ireight  would  almost  eat  up  the  profits  held  out  apparently  1:^ 
the  higher  prices  at  the  more  distant  market.  Another  450  tons- 
was  in  store  readj  for  export.  Mr.  Koss  does  not  think  they  can 
make  more  than  1,000  tons  per  annum. 

20.  Roughly,  the  last  two  years'  impm^  have  been :  — 

f.  Java.  Cents.  Java 

=  19,250  or  per  lb.        4^ 

—  1,200         „  12 

—  1,200 


Sice 

Sugar 
Flour 
Tea 

Tobacco 
Fine  cut 


3,300  pikuls 
10,000  lbs. 
20,500  lbs. 
320  lbs. 


—         48 


15 


1  baskets  —       840 


Cake-tobacco  and  cloth  from  England,  also  spices,  etc.,  have 
been  imported  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  place,  but  no  opium,  dele- 
terious drugs  or  intoxicants,  except  such  wines  and  spirits  as 
were  required  for  the  proprietor's  own  use. 

In  the  store  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  materials,  mostly 
shirtings,  tobacco  of  both  kinds,  sugar,  tea,  flour,  a  very  large 
supply  d  rock  salt,  and  rice  sufficient  for  four  months'  con- 
sumptifm. 

31.  At  the  store  the  retail  prices  charged  for  articles  of  commoni 
use  are  shown  below  under  column  (1),  column  (2)  showing  what 
I  understand  to  be  the  purchase  price  wholesale  in  Batavia,  and 
column  (3)  the  Singapore  retail  prices. 


Sale  price  at  Gooos  Store. 

Porchaae  price 
in  Bataiu. 

Purcbase  price 
in  Singapore. 

Rice  per  12  lbs.  =  1  f.  Cocos  i.f.  per  lb. 
8  cte.  -  per  lb,  "7  cti.  Java  or  "6  cts. 
Straits. 

4i,  rts.  Java. 

2}  Ota.  Straits. 

Floor  per  12  lbs.  ^-=  1  f.  Cocos  i>.  per 
lb.  8  cts.  -^  per  lb.  •?  ota.  Java  or 
•6  cts.  Straits. 

•6ott     „ 

Cota.       „ 

Sugar  per  25  ib«.--I3f.  Cocos  i.^.  per 
lb.  62  cts. -=  per  lb.  43j  Java  or 
36{  cts.  Straits. 

•J2ctB.      „ 

Sots.       , 

Tea  per  1  lb.=  ]  f.  Cocos  i.r.  per  lb.  1 00 
cts.  -per  lb.  83i  Java  or  70J  StiMts. 

15  cti.     „ 

56cti 

*  Signifiei  spprozimately. 
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The  store  priceB  reduced  to  Straits  currency  are  mucli  higher      Ooct)« 
:itt  the  case  of  rice  and  sugar  than  those  in  column  3.     The  same     J3iJt^t\ 
in  Java  currency  than  those  iu  column  2,  except  as  reganis  flour,       '    .  ■ 
the  difference  between  the  purchase  and  sale  price  of  tea  (15 
cents  and  83^  cents)  being  so  large  that  I  think  too  low  a  pur- 
chase price  must  by  mistake  have  been  quoted. 

22.  Since  their  re- introduction  some  three  years  back,  the 
small  herd  of  goats  has  increased  to  3(i,  but  the  other  importa- 
tions, Christmas  Island  pigeons,  ground-thrushes,  etc.,  have  at 
the  best  only  maintained  their  numbers.  The  goats  being,  as 
the  Direction  Island  sheep  are,  penned  for  the  most  part  and 
artificially  fed  do  not  at  present  promise  to  provide  an  oecasioual 
variation  to  flesh  diet  open  to  the  whole  people. 

Rats  are  combated  as  before  without  any  marked  diminution 
in  their  ravages.  Their  existence  is  perhaps  facilitated  by  the 
'  coconut  refuse  lying  about  in  heaps.  This  at  least  aSoi-<ls  them 
nurseries,  and,  when  dislodged  from  the  tree-tops,  temporaiy 
campe  of  refuge,  while  the  dust  and  spines  alwunding  in  it 
punish  many  of  the  dogs,  their  pursuers,  with  blindness. 

23.  During  my  visit,  immense  shoals  of  young  mullets  were  to 
be  seen  close  in  shore.  Of  the  kitchens  inspected,  only  one  was 
without  its  string  of  sun-dried  fish  against  a  chance  failure  of  the 
fresh  article.  The  only  two  flshermen  I  saw  landing  had  ob- 
tained in  very  short  time  catches  of  9  lbs.  anil  21  lbs. — and 
generally  fish  is  as  abundantly  plentiful  as  ever.     Individual 

'Choice  alone  regulates  the  size  of  the  uiesh  of  the  nets  used,  but 
it  is  hard  to  see  how  the  act  of  man  is  in  the  Cocos  likely  to 

-  affect  the  fisheries  very  injuriously,  especially  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  there  is  no  use  (as  in  the  Straits)  of  immature  fish. 
Nor  do  natural  causes  appear  much  more  dangerous,  Mr.  Ross 
informing  me  that  a  peculiar  periodic  pollution  of  the  sea  which 
formerly  had  wide-spread  effects  is  now  much  less  frequent  in. 
its  occurrence  and  far  more  confined  in  its  operation.     For  the 

-capture  of  all  kinds  of  fish  a  harpoon  with  a  self-closing  barb 

■  (believed  locally  to  be  the  invention  of  the  proprietor)  is  largely 
used,  and  is  the  only  weapon  employed  against  sharks.  The 
pursuit  of  the  latter  is  as  exciting  as  it  ia  profitable,  and  only 
recently  a  boat  was  stove  in  by  a  wounded  shark.  Their  solid 
value  is  in  their  oil,  in  their  skins  as  a  substitute  for  emery  paper, 
and  in  their  bodies  as  fertilizers.  Many  have  been  buried  in 
Mr.  Ross's  garden. 

Singapoi-e,  where  on  my  return  I  found  a  eommmi  fish  (ilan 
parang)  selling  on  one  of  the  best  fishing  grounds  for  80  cents, 

-cannot  compare  with  the  Cocos. 

24.  The  strength  of  the  prevailing  winds  and  currents,  the 
necessity  for  boats  of  suitable  form  and  rigging,  and  the  great 
value  of  the  Ross  family's  local  knowledge  of  channels,  etc.,  are 

-emphasized  by  the  following  incidents.  Late  in  the  evening  of 
August  17th,  the  telegraph  station  tongkang,  or  Chinese  lighter, 
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OooM  letomiag  under  sail  Irom  Qie  Island  to  Uie  "  Giang  Ann  "  failed* 
t  ^^on?"'  *"  makft  that  Tessel.  Unable  to  beat  op  against  the  vind  she- 
'™'  '  drifted  away  astern,  and  Captain  Follett,  in  the  ship's  boat,  waa- 
unable  to  tow  her  back,  nor  could  he  rescue  all  her  (4  European 
and  15  Chinese)  passengers.  Taking  such  as  he  could,  and  of 
compulsion  leaving  the  rert  adrift,  he  did  not  get  back  to  the 
ship  till  10  p.m.,  wheu  darkness  made  steaming  out  after  the- 
lighter  impossible.  At  day-break  on  18th  August,  the  "  Gtiang 
Ann  "  piloted  by  Mr.  Andrew  Boss  proceeded  to  the  rescue,  and 
about  noon  the  missing  men  and  the  lighter  were  recovered  some^ 

16  miles  out,  a  distance  which  was  diminished  by  a  contrary 
current  setting  them  back  towards  the  Cocos  in  ^e  morning. 
Somewhat  similarly,  two  Java-bom  started  out  one  night  in* 
January  in  a  boat  which  became  at  once  beyond  their  control. 
After  being  carried  out  beyond  Horsbui^h  Island  they  were  on 
the  following  morning  picked  up  by  Mr.  Andrew  Itoss. 

It  is  the  generally  expressed  opinion  of  the  Islanders  that  the 
lagoon  is  shallowing  all  over,  and  Mr.  Ross  is  convinced  that  the 
small  shoals  guarding  the  narrow  entrance  to  Port  Refuge  ara- 
not  now  covered  with  the  depth  of  water  shown  on  the  chart. 
Buoys  at  these  points  and  at  a  leading  mark  on  Workhouse 
Island  would  greatly  simplify  the  navigation  of  this  channel. 

It  was  again  impressed  on  the  Commissioner  that  September- 
was,  as  regards  weather,  the  best  month  for  his  visit. 

25.  The  construction  of  Mr.  Boss's  new  house  has  gone  on  far„ 
and  the  next  trip  of  the  "  Tweed  "  bringing  31  tons  of  teak^ 
should  almost  provide  material  for  its  completion. 

The  schooner  named,  and  the  yawl  "  Cluniea  Robs  "  still  con- 
stitute the  C0C9S  ocean-going  ileet,  but  smaller  craft,  from  life  to- 
surf  boats,  ai-e  countless,  and  Mr.  Boss  has  four  more  (whalers, 
etc.)  now  in  the  yard  in  process  of  building. 

26.  Beyond  the  two  storms  referred  to  in  paragraph  12,  the- 
meteorolc^ieai  readings  tabulated  in  Appendix  F.  call  for  little 
comment.  These  readings  are  taken  practically  but  once  a  day 
now,  though  on  15th  and  29th  January,  1901,  the  days  of  the- 
<^clone  and  heavy  storm,  I  found  four  and  five  readings.  The 
variation  of  the  first  day  was  between  29'97  and  2980  (Barom.) 
and  76—77  (Thermo.)  with  wind  S.S.E.,  S.,  S.S.W.,  and  S.W.; 
and  on  the  second  between  29-94  and  2909  (Barom.)  and  76~78- 
(Thei-mo.)  with  wind  S.S.W.,  S.S.W.,  S.S.W.,  W.,  and  N.W. 

27.  There  is  still  no  rain-gauge,  likewise,  except  the  telegraph 
flagstaff  on  Direction  Island,  no  fiagstaS.  Commander  Hamilton 
has  suggested  to  me  that  the  most  suitable  sites  for  signal  stations 
are  the  North  point  of  Horaburgh  and  the  South  point  (ubm" 
Burton  Point)  of  West  Island,  rfone  of  the  islands  have  any 
elevation.  The  proprietor  would,  I  imagine,  if  only  one  station 
is  formed,  prefer  that  it  should  be  on  the  best  site  for  a  signal 
station,  i.e.,  Horsburgh  Island.  Being  uninhabited,  none  of 
Mr.  Boss's  people  could  become  unsettled  by  mixing  with  other*- 
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living  under  different  conditions,,  and  their  water  supply  would  Cooob 
be  neai-  the  signallers — advantages  not  offered  by  West  Island.  ^"^SS*' 
Telephonic  communication  between  the  station  and  Direction  '  ■  . ' 
Island  would  be  cheap  and  desirable. 

28.  Before  leaving  I  made  known  that  I  would  arrange  for  the 
delivery  of  any  letters  which  the  people  desired  to  send  to  or 

•vid  Singapore,  but  was  only  entrusted  with  one,  the  addressee  of 
which  will,  owing  to  insuMcient  description,  be  very  difflcult  to 
find. 

29.  Information  was  freely  given,  boats  provided,  and  their 
'Usual  generous  hospitality  displayed  by  the  Ross  family.  On 
my  last  night,  Mrs.  Ross  kindly  afforde<t  such  of  the  otGcers  of 
.the  "  Bosario  "  as  could  be  present  and  myself  the  pleasure  of 
witnessing  a  Cocoe'  ball.     This  consisted  mainly  of  reels  Nid 

•^ountiy  dances,  taken  part  in.  by  the  Islanders,  but  omitted  the 
more  violent  efforts,  such  as  the  "Hunting  of  the  Fowl,"  etc., 
■  deecribedl^  Mr.  Leach  and  Mr.  Farrer. 

30.  After  an  absence  of  rather  less  than  three  weeks,  I  arrived 
in  Singapore  on  21st  September,  and  it  only  remains  for  me  to 
record  on  paper  my  thanks  to  all  whom  I  met  on  the  trip,  to  my 
Jioats  and  hostessses  at  the  Cocos,  to  the  officers  of  the  "  Rosario," 
and  to  Commander  Hamilton  for  his  unremitting  attention  to 
me  both  coming  and  going. 

I  have,  &c., 
W.  Lat:gh.\ii-Caet£K, 

Aeting-Colteetor  of  Land  Revenue, 
Singapore. 
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APPESTDIX  A. 


1.  The  Htodc  complftiat  of  poverty  prefaced  a  good  many  of  the  peo^'a-- 
coannati'»u  with  me.  Their  coodituins  of  life,  parasrapb  5,  ibe  wnngs- 
of  those  who  hate  recently  left  the  iHlands,  parsgrepn  113,  and  the  wages- 
paid,  paragraph  14,  are  perhapa  a  safficient  comment  on  this. 

3.  Maayof  the  women  comidaiDed  that  they  coaldgeC  no  clothes,  Gxtemol 
evidence  waa,  I  am  ghMl  to  my,  against  then:  They  were  in  fact  batter 
dreaied  than  the  Molsyd  one  aeee  in  the  Straits,  while  I  found  in  the  atore 
several  cases  of  clothing,  mostly  Rhirtinea,  awaiting  demand.  Mr.  Sidney 
Rom,  however,  told  me  that  faBving  eiDiausted  their  Eoropean  stock  of ' 
aarongH  or  native  skirts,  they  were  temporarily  without  a  reserre  of  these. 
600  wdered  in  Uatavia  to  keep  them  going  till  the  next  ahipment  from 
Europe  having  failed  to  arrive. 

3.  The  monotony  of  their  daily  diet  was  aUeged  to  be  irksome.  Tariatton 
however  must  of  nece«»ity,  in  the  Cocoh,  depend  krgely  on  the  energy  of  the 
people  themgelves,  displayed  in  the  cnltivotion  of  v^etablas,  the  breeding  of  ' 
lowla,  Ac.  In  thin  connection  the  prohibition  of  the  import  of  gunpowder 
was  qaoted  as  renderiug  nugatory  tbe  poeaeeaion  of  gnna,  (in  many  casen  - 
ill.  Boss'  gift),  and  impoaMole  all  change  of  diet  in  the  flesh  of  aea-fowl.  ic. 
Through  Mr,  Sidney  IUirs  I  leamt  that  as  a  temporary  measure,  the  intro- 
dnction  of  gunpowder  liad  been  forbidden  for  some  months.  Not  loug  ' 
before,  a  party  of  bird-shooters  having  with  difRcnlty  been  rescued  when 
ontude  tbe  reef,  it  became  neoeasarj-  to  veto  the  crossing  of  the  reef  by  the  ■ 
fowlers.  Another  party  had  shortly  afterwards  disregarded  the  prohibition 
and  similarly  imperilled  themielve!>.  The  ruling  family  \\fd,  therefore. 
temporarily  stopped  the  supply  of  gun-powder  as  a  punitive  measure,  and 
for  the  protection  of  tfao  people  themselves. 

4.  Want  of  sbops.  wsjit  of  rarioDs  articles  (coffee,  white  augar,  white- 
rice,  ftc.)  are  probably  another  form  of  the  comjdaint  that  the  prices  charged 
in  Hr.  Boss's  store  are  exceseive.  In  paragraph  21, 1  compare  pnrchaae  and 
nde  prices,  alsi  current  Singapore  prices.  An  explanation  of  high  prices  has 
been  made  by  Mr.  Birch  and  otben. 

5.  Several  persons,  mostly  Java-bom,  spoke  to  me  of  the  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  leaving  the  islands  tor  good,  and  one  or  two  of  the  Cocos-born 
deured  more  frequent  holiday  trips  to  Batavia  than  they  could  get.    Taking 

g-ticular  cases,  the  reasons  for  the  continued  presence  at  the  Cocoa  of  two 
ntamese  (Aksa  and  Ali  Basah),  -who  with  over  30  years'  service  bad 
enrolled  themselves  as  Cocos  citiaens,  appeared  on  close  enquiry  to  be  in  the 
one  case  a  reluctance  to  leave  withont  taking  desoendanls  (who  were  not 
anxious  to  go)  to  support  him  in  Java,  and  in  the  other  the  absence  of  any 
savings  to  keep  him  alive  elsewhere.  The  suggestion,  however,  that  persons 
were  detained  against  their  will  and  without  power  of  redress,  was  so  - 
particularly  unpleasant  that  I  referred  to  Mr.  Sidney  Ross  for  information 
as  to  the  customs  that  governed  leaving  the  Islands.  Be  assured  me  that 
imported  labourers  were  in  no  case  detained  beyond  the  expiry  of  their 
contract  and  the  discharge  of  their  debt  (advances),  and  that  Cocos-born  had 
only  to  convince  him  that,  with  some  definite  work  in  view,  they  desired  to 
settle  permanently  elsewhere.  He  was  anxious  that  people  should  not  leave  - 
merely  in  search  of  a  job,  for  fear  of  their  return  later  to  the  Cocos  when 
less  desirable  as  residentx  than  before.  After  quoting  tbe  old  Singapore — 
settled  Cocos  families  and  the  men  referred  to  in  paragraph  IG,  he  admitted 
that  the  constant  employment  of  his  ships  in  satisfying  the  general  needs  of 
the  I^nds,  was  frequently  the  cause  of  a  considerable  interval  between  the 
preferment  of  a  request  to  leave  and  its  satisfaction.    A  record  of  the  date 
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•of  application  to  leave,  of  the  reasooa  for  ref  awl  or  postponeineut  of  gnntiog  Cocoa 

-of  penninion  to  leave,  and  the  date  of  final  despatch  of  applicant  would  at  im^wm 

kut  be  not  unmterestiDg,  1901, 

6.  A  woman  named  Pun,  one  at  the  last  imported,  and  her  Bantameae  •m-^ 
bnslMUid  Talip  were  distinctly  auhappy — they  h&d  lost  their  firet-bom  two 

dayi  before  my  arrival ;  Tatip  was  feeling  rather  overweighted  with  his  wife's 
.  advance  in  addition  to  his  own  debt,  and  he  had  just  been  pnnished  for 
disobedience,  after  warning,  to  an  order.  Pun  complained  that  on  enlistment 
no  information  was  (riven  her  as  to  the  kind  of  place  the  Cooos  was  nor  of 
the  coat  of  living,  anit  that  she  caoie  expecting  to  find  small  shops,  long 
credit,  &e.,  as  in  the  vicinity  of  her  native  Batavia.  Imported  labourers 
still  sign  aimilar  contracts  to  those  described  by  Hr.  Birch  in  1885,  and 
Hr.  Trevenen  in  1888  ;  and  though  this  matter  more  nearly  oonoerns  the 
Government  of  the  NetherUnds  Indies  whose  subjects  these  people  ore.  ic  is 
not  nndeeirable  that  to  the  contract  shonld  be  appended  a  note  explaining 
some  of  the  conditiona  of  life  peculiar  to  the  Cooos — snch  as  the  necessity 
for  procuring  most  articles  of  food  and  dress  at  the  proprietor's  store  and  at 
each  prices  (some  of  whiih  might  be  quoted)  as  he  finds  possible.  Misunder- 
standings on  like  points  can  only  breed  disconteni. 

7.  It  is  significant  that  neither  the  teacher,  who,  besides  being  the  mos* 
intelligent  of  the  Islanders,  has  also  lived  elsewhere,  nor  the  pensioner,  who 
has  had  the  longest  experience  of  residence  on  the  Cooos,  had  any  complaints 
to  make,  though  the  former  had  the  not  uncommon  desire  for  more  holiday 
trips.     Shortly,  the  real   Cocos-born  had  little  to  complain  of,  while  the 

-Java-born  struck  me  as  leea  happy  in  their  adopted  country. 
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APPENDIX  C.  Coooe 

Tin,  tun*' 
1901. 

Dkathb  of  Acuivn.  ^^ 

1  Ilth  Febrnuj,  1900,  of  oonrainp- 

Eleanor  S>/r«rlten.~lHnaht9T  of  Oharlee  Bom,  aited  28,  on  4th  Jnne,  1901, 
the  naalt  apporeutlT  of  chfld  birth.  After  the  birth  of  her  child  some  twelve 
months  earlier,  she  had  never  been  weU. 

Mutnor. — Cooos-bom  male,  aged  29,  on  5th  FebruaT7,  1901,  of  oonaomp- 
tion. 


a  Jaauarr  1900,  and  died  on  Srd 
canse  of  latter  not  known. 
Snrati. — JaTBnese,  male,  as  above,  except  that  he  died  on  8tb  April. 
Mahilon. — Bantameae,  male.  apiMventlj  abont  50  years  old.    After  ccm- 
pleting  several  contraota,  had  married  a  Gocos-boni  woman  and  became  a 
permanent  settler.     Died  of  general  debility  on  19th  Jnly,  1900. 

Stipn. — Cape-born  Malay,  female,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers,  died  on  1st 
December,  1899,  of  oldaffe.  Death  accelerated  by  tionble  with  her  one  tooth 
gradnally  aifocting  her  throat. 


APPENDIX  D. 


Indebtedness. 
Java-born. 


Uutjie 


f.  eta. 
Jahari  66  75    advance  aa  new  oooly. 

Awang  82  001 

d  wn  92  25  >  advance  to  wife  when  new  coolies. 

Hasin  82  00  ) 

Tn.n~  1DO  nn  f  advance  to  self  and  wife,  both  new 

Inang  188  00}     ^^^ 

Mian  66  00  ) 

Madien  96  00  J-advance  as  newcooly. 

Mamang  96  OO) 

177  OR  (advance  to  leU  and  wife  aa  aew 
^''  ■^^  I     cooHes. 
66  00    advanoe  when  new  cooly. 
10  50 
137  50  i  ^'^  advance  on  marriage  of  old 
j     oooly,  and  wife's  advanoe. 

122  00 1  ^^^^  advance  on  marriage  of  old 
(  cooly,  and  wife's  advance. 

123  50    advance  to  wife  when  newcooly. 
34  50 


The  616  f.  75  ota.  written  off  was  in  seven  itema,  and  the  occaaion  wa» 
death  except  in  one  inatance  where  a  nselesa  man  owing  96  f .  waa  retnmed 
to  Java  with  a  gift  of  15  f. 

108BS  B 
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OOOOB 

Ibuhiml 
»91. 


Oilbert 
Mobs 


Bakabing 
Idit 
Wallace 
Demnn 


10  3 
6  00 
70  50 
2  25 
4  75 
25  00 
S4  00 
20  00 

4  50 
126  00 

59  30 

5  60 

60  00 
30  OO 
16  75 


Advances  to  cover 
holidftys,  weddings, 
or  funerals. 


The  item 
written  ofl 
was  121  t. 
owed  by 
Masnor 
deceased. 


APPENDIX  E, 

Savings. 

Biinluwttt. 

7th  December,  1899,  Panie 

f330 

7tli  December,  1B99,  Jamid        ... 

52 

7th  December,  1899,  Aman       ... 

88 

7th  December,  1899,  Arnie 

■222 

8tii  October,  1900,    Saleh 

118 

8th  October,  1900,    Miena       ... 

221 

7th  Mav,  1901.           Abdv)       ... 

77 

7th  May,  1901,           Damin      ... 

254 

7th  May,  1901,           Pongot     ... 

15  (gift) 

Tolal... 

1377=1377f. 

■CoMt-born.                                iflamting  at  Atytr 

uilileT 

Chpte/n  .S^r-O- 

KaaimiD      

167 

Sahimun 

227 

Hnmbi        

36 

Total. 

.       430=430 

Gnad  Total  1777 
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AFFEimiX  F. 

Hbteokolooical  Beadihos. 


00006 
ISLAMDI, 

1901. 


MmUl 

ThtimoDutsr. 

Mu. 

UiD. 

Uu. 

Hin. 

SaptemUr,  ISiiU       

11  B 

S9-W 

M 

72 

Ortolxr,         „         

ai-4 

KK» 

81 

78 

31-00 

3»'G 

77 

76 

so-os 

28-98 

iz 

76 

Juucy,     1900       

00-6 

29-6 

79 

77 

Fobnury         „           

BO'l 

29-84 

M 

77 

llMtih,                „            ._          

801 

29-82 

W 

76 

ApriL             „         

80i» 

S9-S4 

M6 

77 

MW,               

80-7 

29-86 

Bfi 

7a 

Jnn.,              „         

80-7 

29-82 

82 

72 

-Wy 

U-8 

29-B7 

•4 

W 

Aupi*,          

eo-s 

29-8 

77 

74 

BT«*-t»'. - 

80-8 

SS't 

77 

78 

Oolob«r,         „         

80-7 

29-96 

77 

78 

NoT,niber,      , 

80-66 

29-88 

78 

76 

ao-6 

2-J-6 

79 

76 

Junuy,     IMl 

80-7 

M-69 

79 

7G 

'•b««T,       -         

SO'! 

29-7 

80 

74 

lUroh.            „         ... 

w-w 

29-74 

U 

7( 

April,             ,         ™        

8D-S 

>»-l 

80 

76 

JUy,          .,      -     

so-i 

i>-B9 

•1 

75 

Jnm*.              „         _        

MMH 

19-84 

81 

76 

J»U.         »      -     

80<6 

»*l 

7* 

7( 

AufMt,           ,          ... 

eo-ii 

t9-«7 

n 

74 
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COLONIiL  REPORTS. 

The  following,  among  other,  reporto  relating  to  His  Majesty's 
Colonial  PMBefiBione  have  been  issned,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  eoorces  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 
ANNUAL. 


No. 

CoUnj. 

Year. 

346 

LUM 

Bntiah  Gniaiu 

1900 

349 

1900-1901 

360 

St.  Vincent 

1900 

351 

Jamaica     ... 

1900-I90I 

362 

Cocoa  Islanda 

I90I 

363 

Sovtbem  Nigeria 

1900 

354 

»«rn>Dda    ... 

1901 

365 

Gambia     ... 

366 

Falkland  lalaods 

357 

Northern  Territories  of  the  Gold  Coast 

358 

Malta 

359 

Gibraltar  ... 

360 

361 

Sierra  Leone 

362 

British  Hondnraa 

363 

ToikB  and  GaicoB  Ifllanda          

364 

SCr:;;; 

366 

1901-1903 

366 

Fiji 

1901 

■367 

Ceylon 

368 

i>arbadoB  ... 

1901-1902 

369 

Hong  Kong 

1901 

Jamaica    ... 

1901-1902 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


So. 

Colony. 

SubieoL 

1 

GoldCoaat     

Eknnomic  Agricnltaie. 

2 

Znluland        

Foresta. 

3 

Sierra  Leone 

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Canada           

6 

Bahamas        

Siaal  Industry. 

6 

HonifKong    „ 

Babonic  Plague. 

7 

Kewfonndland           

8 

■Western  Padflc        

British  Bolomon  Islands. 

9 

Agricnltnre. 

10 

Vi^n  Islands            

11 

Grenada         

^Kricultnie  in  Carriaoou. 

Vital  Statistics,  1898. 

12 

Anguiira        

18 

Cook  lalancla 

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Bahamas        

Fibre  Indnatry. 

15 

Canada 

Legal  StatnB  of  British  North 
American  Indiana. 

16 

Medical  BepcrtB. 

17 

Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands  ... 

Report  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong 

19 

dnriiglSOO. 
MedioOlteportB. 

20 

Wei  Hai  Wei 

General  Report. 
Report  on  Gariba. 

21 

Dominion     ' 
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No.  370. 
COCOS    ISLANDS, 

(For  Beport  t<a  1901,  ««  No.  S52.) 


QoTESRos  Sir  F.  A.  Swvttbnham  to  Mb.  Chaubebuik. 
Govenuneot  House,  Singapore, 

ladi  SeptNnbffl-,  1902. 

Snt, 

I  HATE  the  honoTiT  to  forward  copies  of  a  Keport  by 
Mr.  L.  H.  ClaytoD,  Distriot  Offioer,  ChriBtmas  Island,  who  was 
deputed  to  pay  the  annual  visit  to  the  Oocob  I<Bland8. 

3.  The  report  shows  'Uiat  the  Islands  continue  to  prosper  under 
the  paternal  rule  of  Mr.  George  Clunies-BosB,  and  that  the  people 
are  on  the  whole  well-io-do  and  contented.  There  are  no 
new  derelopmenta  which  call  for  special  remarks. 

I  hsre,  Ac., 

F.  A.  8v/WCtSSHMM. 


— 10n«02    Wt  38616    D  4;  S— J 
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EEPOKT  ON  VISIT  TO  COCOS-KEELING 
ISLANDS. 

Christmae  IslitDd, 

July  28th,  1»02. 

1.  On  Wednesday,  July  9th,  H.M.S.  "  Vestal "  arriTed  at 
Christmas  Island  and  according  to  instructions  I  left  in  her 
for  the  Cocos-Keeling  Islands  at  6  p.m.  the  same  day. 

2.  We  had  a  fair  passage  and  arrived  at  our  destination  on 
Friday,  July  11th,  at  (i  p.m.,  when  Mr.  George  Clunies-Eoss 
came  on  board  and  the  ship  was  under  his  direction  anchored 
in  the  inner  harbour. 

3.  Mr.  \Roas  kindly  invited  me  to  stay  with  him  and  I  took 
advantage  of  his  ofEer,  landing  on  the  following  morning  and 
spending  the  i-emainder  of  the  day  in  coaversatioa  with  him 
and  inspecting  the  Cocoa  and  Bantamese  villages.  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  what  has  been  stated  in  former  reports  as  to 
the  excellent  condition  of  these  villagee.  The  Cocos-bom  people 
are  tidier  and  more  attractive  than  the  Bantamese,  and,  in  the 
same  way,  the  village  of  the  former  presents  a  better  appearance, 
but  in  neither  caee  did  I  see  fmytbing  to  call  for  adverse 
comment. 

4.  On  Sunday  I  visited  Direction  Island,  a  portion  of  which 
has  been  leased  to  the  Eastern  Extension  Telegraph  Company. 
There  are  resident  there  at  present  in  temporary  biuldiags  Mr. 
Camteron  and  9  European  assLBtant«,  with  14  Chinese  servamts 
and  4  Malay  boatmen.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  3  Euro- 
peans and  39  Chiue«e  engaged  on  the  erection  of  permanent 
buildings  for  the  staS.  Eight  or  nine  houses  of  various  sizes 
will  be  required,  and  I  should  imagine  it  will  be  over  a  year 
before  the  staff  are  finally  settled  down.  The  chief  difficulty 
that  they  have  encountered  has,  I  understand,  been  the  lack  of 
water.  No  water  is  obtainable  on  Direction  Island,  and  at  first 
they  were  supplied  from  the  other  Islands  by  boat,  A  condenser 
has  now  been  erected,  and  as  the  buildings  are  completed  water 
will  be  collected  from  the  roofs.  The  yearly  rainfall  is  almost 
certainly  over  80  inches. 

5.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  beri-beri  among  the  Chinese 
workmen  employed  by  the  Telegraph  Company.  Four  have  died 
and  several  more  have  been  sent  back  to  Singapore,  twodying 
on  the  voyage.  I  understand  that  it  has  been  decided  to  send 
book  whenever  opportunity  occurs  all  those  showing  signs  o£ 
beri-beri  to  Singapore.  I  bad  a  conversation  with  the  (Sinese 
and  they  express^  themselves  as  quite  contented  and  said  that 
they  were  well- treated  in  every  way.  A  trifling  complaint  about 
the  renewal  of  their  stock  of  opium  was  easily  arranged. 
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near  Direction  Island  left  for  CliriBtmas  Iilvid,  iithioli  ww 
readied  on  tt^e  mtmafig  of  WadB£«^7,  J;aly  23rd. 

30.  I  appeiid  pasticulan  of  tlie  pt^Hilftti^  «f  -tite  Jejiandfl  and 
aim  extittctB  fronL  barometrical  ryadingfl  taken  daily  l>f  Mr. 
Sidney  B<^  pt  6  ajp. 

31.  I^tioaglioat  my  stay,  whicli  was  a  day  («-  two  longer  ihau 
tliat  of  recant  commisBiimers,  tlie  most  generous  ho^taJiiy  wae 
extended  to  me  hy  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boss,  and  evegy  facility  was 
granted  me  for  making  enquiries  and  conveising  witji  tbe  natives. 
I  d€8ire  to  express  my  warmest  thanks  to  them  for  their  kindness, 
and  also  to  Commander  MaoHutchin  and  the  pffioerB  of  H.M.S. 

Vi'slal "  for  fheir  attention  to  me  while  on  .board- 

L.  H.  O^TT<HI, 

DUiriet  Ofjiter,  CltrUpiaai  Idand. 
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Bakomster. 
Taken  daily  at  6  a,m. 


Month. 

M™.o«. 

Minimum. 

Beptember.lWl       

acKw 

30^)0 

Ootobm          „           

BOOT 

29-97 

November      „          

30-10 

29-96 

Deeember      „          

30-05 

29-88 

Jenneiy,     1902        

29-94 

29-69 

Febnui;       , 

30K)7 

29-91 

SIHiO 

28-90 

^      :;     :::    :::    :::    ::: 

30O8 
30-0* 

29-87 
29-94 

Joie             ",          

3008 

29-91 

Readings  taken  during  the 

Cycfone  of  March  ith,  1902. 

Dftte. 

Time. 

Borometw. 

Direction  of  wind. 

HuehSid 

6.        ft.m. 

29-91 

Mudi  4tli 

6.10    ».m. 

29-88 

8.W. 

8.30    >.m. 

29-76 

S. 

10.10    k.m. 

29-28 

8.      } 

10.40    ft.m. 

28-90 

E.      J-OtcIoim 

11.5      a.m. 

28-92 

E.N.E.t 

11.60    a.m. 

29-48 

N. 

1.3G    p.m. 

29-68 

N. 

29-64 

N. 

Hanh  6th 

29-78 

N.B. 

8        «.m. 

80-00 
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COCOS  ISLAXUB,   1902.  5 

6.  A  medical  man,  Ur.  Curtis,  has  been  engaged  by  the  Tele- 
graph Company,  and  he  arrived  there  a  few  months  ago.  Pre- 
vious to  hia  arrival  cases  of  illness  wera  diagnosed  and  treated 
by  telegraph  from  Perth,  Western  Australia 

7.  Monday  I  spent  in  looking  through  the  books,  stores  and 
registers  with  Mr.  AViUiam  Koss.  ijince  Qie  date  of  the  last 
report  there  have  been  'ii  births  and  21  deaths,  ot  which  latter 
II  were  those  of  infante.  These  figures  include  the  Chinese  on 
Direction  Island.  The  birth  and  death-rate  of  the  inhabitante 
exclusive  of  the  employes  of  the  Telegraph  Com.pfijiy  works  out 
at  38  and  22  per  mille  per  annum  respectively  (approximate  in 
both  cases).  Thirteen  marriages  have  been  registered  during  the 
year,  aatd  no  divorces.  In  two  cases  the  couples  were  imported 
Bantameae.  Nineteen  Baatamese  were  recruited  from  Java 
during  the  year,  and  four  left  for  their  own  country  with  their 
wives  and  families.  The  amounts  taken  back  by  these  men  were 
•f.  20,  f.  93,  f.  183  and  f.  155,  reapectively,  and  they  had  lived 
on  the  Islands  for  periods  raziging  from  7  to  11  years. 

8.  One  of  the  Bantamese  complained  that  he  wished  to  leave 
but  'was  not  allowed  to  do  so.  I  found  by  the  books  that  he  had 
paid  ofl  hie  own  debt  (f.  96)  easily  in  about  two  years,  and  had 
immediately  married  a  -woman  with  a  debt  of  f.  96.  He  had 
not  yet  paid  this  off,  and  he  admitted  that  he  had  been  told 
before  his  marriage  that  he  would  have  to  do  so. 

9.  I  looked  over  the  wages  bill  for  the  past  week  and  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  labourer  can  easily  earn  wages  sufEcient 
to  keep  him  in  comfort  with  a  considerable  balance  for  emer- 
genciee. 

10.  Beyond  trivial  offences  there  has  been  no  crime  on  the 
Islands  during  the  last  year.  There  have,  however,  been  one 
or  two  cases  of  suspected  incendiarism.  In  no  case  ha«  it  been 
found  possible  to  detect  the  culprit,  and  only  slight  damage  has 
bieen  caused.  The  alarm  bell  was  rung  at  11  p-m.  on  one  night 
of  my  stay  for  a  fire  and  I  immediately  accompanied  Mr.  Koss 
to  investigate.  The  fire  had,  however,  been  extinguished  before 
our  arrival  by  the  neighbours. 

11.  The  general  he^th  of  the  Cocos  people  and  BantameBe 
has  been  good,  and  Dr.  Curtis,  who  by  arrangement  attends  to 
them  as  well  as  to  the  Telegraph  employes,  informed  me  that 
with  the  exception  of  a  case  of  yaws,  now  recovered,  there  had 
been  very  little  occasion  for  his  services  since  his  arrival.  He 
had,  however,  vaociiiated  some  80  of  the  natives,  I  was  in  no 
way  surprised  to  hear  that  he  thought  very  highly  of  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  villaiges.  I  found  only  one  case  of  beri-beri,  a 
Bantamese,  who  had  according  to  his  own  account  been  ill  for 
three  years.     He  was  able  to  get  about  and  do  light  work. 

"  Colonial  Office  Notr. — The  sign  "  f  "  wgnifiee  guilders.  The  Dutch 
gailder  is  worth  abont  la.  R'/.  The  Cocob  currency  gyilder,  which  is  a  ■heep' 
ttda  note,  is  worth  jths  of  a  Untch  gniliier. 
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12.  I  TiBited  the  school  and  found  four  scholars,  all  of  whom 
were  able  to  read  and  write  amd  do  simple  arithmetic.  Kajeli, 
the  Bchoolmaeter,  admitted  that  boys  who  had  passed  through  the 
school  derived  veiy  little  Bubsequent  advantage  from  the  know- 
ledge they  had  acquired,  and  that  is  no  doubt  the  case  so  long 
as  ihey  remain  on  the  Islands.  As  has  been  stated  in  former 
reports,  Mr.  Boas  looks  with  a  somewhat  un&rTonrable  eye  upon 
education  for  his  dependente,  as  he  thinks  that  the  ef^t  pro- 
duced is  far  from  good.  As  I  pointed  oat  to  him,  even  if  he  is 
right  in  that  opinion  he  has  no  «an«e  for  anxiety  aa  the  large 
majority  of  th«  inhabitants  appear  to  share  his  views. 

13.  In  ordea:  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  chartering  ships  to 
take  the  copra  away,  Mr.  Boss  has  recently  purchased  a  sailing 
vessel — the  "  Broughtoa,"  a  buque  of  671  tons  register.  The 
only  shipment  of  copra  niade  in  the  past  year  was  one  of  706 
tons  sent  to  Europe  by  this  vessel  in  May  last.  The  quality 
of  the  OoooB  copra  appears  to  be  as  high  as  ever,  as  this  shipment 
fetched  the  excellent  price  of  £18  5<.  per  ton,  the  highest  figure 
reached  for  some  years.  There  have  been  no  other  exports. 
About  190  tons  of  copra  were  in  store  ready  for  shipment,  and 
I  was  told  that  15  tons  were  produced  in  an  average  week's 
work. 

14.  Th«  Islands  have  again  suflered  from  a  cyclone,  the  severest 
since  1862.  It  occurred  on  March  4th  last,  and  the  news  of  it 
reached  Mr.  Bogs  at  Singapore  on  his  return  from  Europe  in 
April.  At  the  date  of  my  visit,  although  work  had  been  going 
OQ  for  four  months  in  setting  the  place  to  right,  the  signs  of  it 
were  visible  on  all  sides.  Five  houses  were  destroyed,  with 
fortunately  no  loss  of  Life,  and  many  thousands  of  coco-nut  trees 
n'ere  uprooted  or  broken.  It  was  strange  to  see  how,  in  places, 
notably  on  Direction  Island,  a  lane  seemed  to  have  been  ploughed 
right  through  the  trees,  leaving  hardly  one  in  five  standing.  In 
addition  to  this  newly  all  the  fruit  trees  were  destroyed,  and 
Mrs.  Bobs  had  her  garden  completely  wrecked.  The  loss  in 
capital  to  Mr.  Bobs  must  be  very  great.  I  fancy,  however,  that 
the  number  of  «oeo-nnt  trees  still  left  is  considerably  greaiter 
than  can  be  worked  with  the  labour  at  his  disposal. 

15.  I  visited  West  Island  on  Tuesday  in  company  fwith 
Mr.  Sidney  Boss.  Eleven  families  of  Bantamese  live  there. 
Some  of  the  men  were  out  at  work,  but  I  saw  all  the  women. 
They  had  a  great  deal  to  say  foT  themselves  and  gave  a  graphic 
account  how  at  the  worst  part  of  the  recent  cyclone  everybody 
had  run  into  the  lagoon  and  stood  up  to  their  necks  in  water  as 
the  only  place  safe  from  the  falling  trees.  They  complained  aa 
usual  about  their  clothes  but  seemed  otherwise  contented.  The 
lagoon  here,  as  in  other  places,  is  said  to  be  rapidly  filling  up. 

16.  On  Thursday  a  party  of  bluejackets  and  marines  landed 
from  H.M.S.  "  Vestal "  and  carried  out  a  small  sham  fight,  which 
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waa  watched  with  g^reat  interest  by  nearly  the  whole  population 
dressed  out  in  their  best.  I  share  Kr.  C^^r's  opinion,  as  given 
in  last  year's  report,  that  the  difficulty  of  oibtaining  nice  clothes 
is  obviously  not  insuperable.  A  sailing-  race  was  also  held  for 
prizes  given  by  Conunasder  MacHutchin,  sad  the  winners  had 
their  choice  of  a  piece  of  serge  or  a  pair  of  substantial  boots  as 
prizes.  The  serge  was  chosen  as  the  men  explained  that  boots 
were  of  BO  use  except  to  dance  in. 

17.  On  Friday,  the  ship  left  for  North  Keeling  with  Mr.  Boss 
on  board.  We  reached  the  Island  at  about  5  p.ia.  and  anchored 
for  the  night.  Next  morning  I  landed  with  Mr.  Boss  in  a  surf 
boat  with  ai  Cocos  crew  brought  for  the  purpose,  and  a  party  of 
olBcers  and  sailors  also  went  on  shore. 

18.  This  Island  has  only  once  been  visited  (1893)  by  a  man- 
of-war,  and  in  that  year  Mr.  Boss  decided  not  to  continue 
working  it.  No  one  had  in  consequence  set  foot  there  for  nine 
years.  Under  the  circumstances  I  was  surprised  to  find  that 
the  undergrowth  was  not  particularly  thick  and  that  we  had 
little  difficulty  in  getting  about.  The  house  formerly  occupied 
by  Mr.  Boss  was  standing,  although  of  course  out  of  repair.  The 
stock  of  food  left  in  case  of  a  shipwreck  had  not  been  touched  and 
the  well  was  in  good  order. 

19.  Only  slight  damage  had  been  done  by  the  cyclone,  and 
Mr.  Boss  decided  after  inspection  to  work  the  island  again  in 
October. 

20.  Every  tres  and  bush  is  covered  with  the  nests  of  frigate- 
birds,  boobys,  gannets,  t«mB,  &c.  The  Inrds  are  quite  tame  and 
hsfve  no  fear  of  man.  The  white  tern,  to  my  mind  the  pretUeet 
of  all,  is  most  inquisitive  and  numbers  of  tiiem  kept  fiuttering 
round  our  heads.  Mr.  Boss  showed  us  one  of-this  bird's  eggs 
in  situ.  It  had  been  laid  so  as  to  rest  between  two  ribs  of  a 
coco-nut  leaf,,  uid  was  so  placed  that  the  swaying  of  the  leaf 
in  the  wind  did  not  shake  it  off.  There  was  no  nest  of  any 
kind. 

21.  I  walked  over  most  of  the  island  with  Mr.  Boss  and  there 
was  no  sign  of  visit  by  any  ship,  while  the  thousands  of  birds 
on  every  side  were  a  continual  delight. 

22.  I>uring  my  stay  at  the  Cocos  very  few  complaints  were 
made  to  me,  smd  those  chiefly  by  the  women.  Poverty  and  the 
high  prices  charged  at  Mr,  Boss's  store  were  the  principal 
grievances,  but  it  did  not  seem  to  me  that  there  was  much 
foundation  for  Uiem. 

23.  The  total  value  of  the  local  currency  notes  in  the  hands 
of  the  natives  at  the  time  of  my  visit  wae  f,  702  Cocos  currency. 
It  has  been  stated  that  the  amount  of  the  currency  held  by  each 
man  is  regieteredl  This  is  not  the  case,  and  no  restriction  is 
pIoKlBd  upon  the  buying  and   selling  of  articlea   between   the 
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natives.  I  coald  not  therefore  undentaad,  although  I  had  a 
conTersatioii  with  Mr.  Robs  on  the  subject,  how  it  was  that  the 
use  of  the  local  currency  notes  prevented  gambling  and  st«aliiig. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  the  emaUneae  of  the  amount  of 
currency  in  circulation  (an  average  of  f.  2  Cocos  to  every  indi- 
vidua!  over  15),  together  with  the  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
circum^tanceB  of  every  man  on  the  islands  possessed  by  Messrs. 
Qeorge  and  William  Koas  that  acts  as  a  check  upon  the  natives 
rather  tiian  tlie  absence  of  ordinary  metallic  currency. 

34.  If  a  maa  wiahea  to  save  money  he  does  not  save  the 
currency  notes  but  his  pay-bills  which  are  made  out  to  him 
by  name  and  can  be  kept  for  any  length  of  time.  These  are 
of  courae  all  registered  and  non -transferable,  so  tliat  loss  by  fire, 
theft,  &c.,  is  impossible.  So  far  as  I  could  gather,  however, 
it  appeared  that  the  saving  of  pay-bills  was  the  exception  rather 
tiian  the  rule,  as  the  people  prefer  to  invest  their  surplus  money 
in  furniture,  clothes,  jewellery,  Ac.  Consequently  they  are  not 
80  likely  to  deaire  to  leave  the  islands  as  loss  would  be  suffered 
in  disposing  of  their  property.  It  is,  I  fancy,  to  still  further 
discourage  departure  that  the  rule  has  been  made  that  local 
currency  is  only  payable  in  Batarvia  after  a  deduction  of  one 
sixtli. 


26.  It  baa  been  proposed  to  establish  a  Lloyds  Signal  Station 
at  the  Oocoa,  but  beyond  the  erection  of  a  flagstaff  on  Direction 
Island  nothing  has  so  far  been  done. 

27.  The  extraordinary  influence  exercised  by  Mr.  Rose  over 
the  natives  and  the  wonderful  succesa  of  his  administration  made 
a  greaft  impression  upon  me  as  it  has  done  on  former  commis- 

_  aioners,  and  I  am  confident  that  so  long  as  the  present  proprietor 
retains  hia  health  there  need  be  no  fear  that  justice  will  not  be 
fairly  and  evenly  administered  or  that  the  welfare  of  the  inhabi- 
tants will  not  be  properly  attended  to.  So  long,  moreover,  as 
the  conditions  of  life  are  as  favourable  as  they  are  at  present, 
I  do  not  think  that  anycomplaint  can  be  made  if  every  legitimate 
inducement  is  held  out  to  natives  to  remain  there. 

2S.  Mr.  Charles  Ross  and  his  family  left  the  Islands  in  June 
an  1  the  members  of  the  Ross  family  now  resident  are  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  Clunies-Ross,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Cluniefi-Roes. 
Mr.  Sidney  Clunies-Boss,  Mr.  William  Clunies-Ross  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Edmond  Clunies-Ross. 

29.  We  returned  from  North  Keeling  Island  on  Saturday, 
July   19th,  and  after  dropping  Mr.  Ross  and  his  native  crew 
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The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majesty's 
Colonial  Fosseeeiouu  have  been  issued,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  sources  indicated  on  the  title  page  :— 
ANNUAL. 


No. 

Colony. 

Year. 

311 

St.  LDda 

1899 

312 

St.  Vincent        

313 

Basutolaud        

1899^1900 

3U 

Hong  Kong        

Sootbern  Nigeria           

1899 

315 

1899-1900 

316 

Grenad* 

1899 

317 

Jamaica 

1899-1900 

318 

Britiflh  Guiana 

31tl 

ChriBtnwe  Island          

1900 

320 

Britinb  Solomon  lalonda         

1899-1900  . 

321 

IiagoB      

1900 

Bermuda 

323 

St.  Helena         

324 

Sierra  Leone      

325 

Gambia 

326 

Barbadot 

327 

Bahamas 

328 

Taike  and  Caicos  iBlande       

329 

Malta       

330 

Straits  SettlemenU       

S31 

m     

," 

332 

St.  Lncia 

333 

Seychellee          

" 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Colony. 


Gold  Coast 
Znloland... 
Stem  Leone 
Canada   ... 


Hong  Kong 
Newfoundland  ... 
Western  Pacific... 
Dominioi 
Viigin  Islands   ... 

Grenada 

Anguilla 

Cook  Islands     ... 


Canada 


Economic  AgrieoltnTe. 

Forests. 

Geology  and  Botany. 

Emigiation. 

Sisaflndnetry. 

Bubonic  Plague. 

Mineral  Beeources. 

British  Solomon  T«Uiiil« 

Agricoltnre. 

Condition  during  1897, 

Asricnlture  in  Carriacon. 

Vital  Statistics,  1898. 

Trade,  1899. 

Fibre  Indnitry. 

'       '  Statns  of  British  North 


Lwal 


Medical  Beporta. 
Report  for  1896-1900. 
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1900. 


FALKLAND    ISLANDS. 

(For  BepOTt  tor  1809,  *■'■  So.  291.) 


GovzBNoa  GbtET  Wilsok  to  Hb.  Graube&laik. 

Government  HoTiBe, 
Stanley, 

16th  Augrust,  1901. 

SlE, 

I  HATS  the  honour  to  tronBmit  the  Bine  Book  of  this 
Coloi^  for  the  y^ar  1900,  together  with  the  Colonial  Secretary's 
Report  tliereoii. 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  Gbbt  Wilbok, 
Governor. 


EEPOET  ON  FALKLAND  ISLANDS  BLUE  BOOK  FOB 
THE  TEAR  1900. 


FINANCIAL. 

The  Berenae  in  1900  amounted  to  £16,576,  and  the  Ex 
penditare  to  £16,502. 

aM4B*— 75-9/ISOI     Wt  25152     D  *  S— 6  A3 
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Falxlamd        2.  The  following  are  the  details  compaied  witli  tlie  previoiu 

Islands      vpur  - 

1900.        '       ■ 


Gaatoms 
Port  dues,  Ac 
IjicencM,  Ac.  . 
Fees     ... 
PoBt  oflioe 
Rents  ... 
MucellaneouR., 
Interest  on  investments 
Overpajmenta  recovered 


1899. 

1900. 

£ 
3,186 

£ 
5,613 

253 

152 

578 

671 

556 

512 

1,198 

832 

4,953 

4,995 

181 

260 

2,315 

2,475 

- 

66 

13,219 

15^76 

— 

1899. 

1900. 

Pennons 

223 

£ 
223 

Qovemot 

1,427 

1,452 

Colonial  Secretary 

1,344 

1,239 

Cnstoms 

145 

98 

Andit  ... 

20 

17 

Fortutdm 

arine       

258 

149 

Legal  ... 



334 

427 

Police  ... 

Carried  forward        

468 

497 

4,219 

4,102 
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Broaght  forward 

Hedio»l 

Eldncation 

Ecclesustical  . 

Tmuporli 

MiBGellsneons.. 

Poet  Office 

Pnblio  Works., 

Fnblic  Works  Extnwrdinary ' 

Coloni&l  Engineer     ... 

Interest,  Sarings  Buik 

DT»nbBckB      

Total 


1899. 

1900 

£ 

4,2  lit 

4,102 

23e 

309 

621 

601 

608 

636 

4C7 

A'M 

83 

314 

628 

599 

3,077 

2,991 

1,485 

1,743 

16;> 

1,885 

797 

784 

i.oe.'t 

1,082 

1 

13,479 

15,502 

3.  A  comparatiTe  Btatement  of  the  total  Revenue  and  Ex- 
penditure for  tke  past  five  years  is  appended :  — 


Falklani> 

ISIMNDS 

1900 


— 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899 

1900. 

Revenue 

£ 
12,358 

13,569 

£ 

12,969 

13,636 

£ 
13,039 

14,278 

£ 
13,219 

13,479» 

£ 

15,576 

15,502 

— 1,211 

—  667 

—  1,239 

—  2fi0 

+  74 

•  The  Expenditure  wm  returned  in  the  Report  for  1899  at  £13.314. 
A  enm  of  £164  Hpf>nt  on  Public  Works  Extraordinary  seemii,  \>y  some  error, 
to  have  been  omitted. 

4.  The  revenue  was  tbe  big:hest  ;et  raised,  exceeding  that 
of  the  previous  year  by  £2,357,  and  tiie  average  annual  reuoipts 
of  the  five  years  1896-1900  by  £2,144. 
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Customs  Duties,  Port  and  Harbour  Dues,  and  Licences  real- 
ized £6,436,  or  JE2,020  more  than  1899.  This  gives  an  average 
raised  hy  taxation  of  M  13>.  2d.  per  head,  as  against  £2  5t.  8d. 
in  the  previous  year.  Hie  e^ort  tax  on  wool,  sheep  skins, 
4c.,  first  imposed  in  1899,  produced  during  1900  £1,038. 

The  Postal  Revenue  did  not  come  up  to  the  estimate.  Under 
the  new  contract  with  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
the  Bubsidy  is  home  equally  by  the  Colony  and  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, and  BO  the  revenue  which  before  was  credited  entirely 
to  the  Colony  is  now  shared  with  the  General  Post  Office. 

6.  The  expenditure  was  greater  by  £2,023  than  that  of  the 
previous  year,  and  by  £1,689  than  the  average  of  the  five  years 
1896-1900,  yet  there  was  a  small  surplus  of  £74.  The  increased 
expenditure  was  due  to  Public  Worka  Extraordinary,  under 
which  head  appears  the  cost  of  the  somewhat  extensive  and 
still  uncompleted  additions  to  Government  House,  amounting 
fo  £1,886,  for  which  no  provision  was  made  in  the  Estimates. 

Assets  and  LiABiLrriES. 

6.  The  Assets  on  31st  December,  1900,  were  £76,610,  the 
Liabilities  £79,267,  giving  an  excess  of  the  latter  amoiinting 
to  £3,416. 

7.  The  financial  position  of  the  Colony  at  the  end  of  each 
of  the  last  ten  years  is  set  forth  in  the  ^ble  sub- joined :  — 


Yew. 

Anaets, 
SorpluB  of. 

Aneti, 

.„. 

£ 
1,271 

£ 

1892 

1,610 

- 

1893 

1,640 

- 

i        1894 

1,041 

- 

1        1«96 

392 

- 

if>9f; 

- 

1,043 

1S97 

- 

1,761 

1ft98 

- 

2,918 

1899 

- 

3,143 

1900 

- 

3,415" 

*  stone  in  band  ceased  to  be  treated  as  an  » 
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IiTviSTBD  Funds. 


8.  The  inveated  fnuda  daring  the  five  years  1896-1900  were 
aa  follows:  — 


Falklakip 
Islands, 

1900. 


Fund. 

1896.     1      1897.            1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Laod  Sales       ... 
Savings  Bank  ... 
Intestate  Estates 

Surplus 

Notes    

£ 
16,933 

34,222 

642 

l,44l« 

£ 
18,504 

33,042 

555 

2,893« 

£ 
2i),304 

41,901 

668 

£ 
23,046 

43,401 

582 

333 

24,2fl3 

44,401 

597 

333 

Totals    ... 

53,138 

54,994 

62.773 

C7,.362 

69,614 

'  There  was  actnaUy  a  deficit,  the  Savings  Bank  being  £C,4D0  short 
inveated. 

CusREHCT. 

9.  The  introductiott  of  the  currency  notes  to  which  allusion, 
was  made  in  the  Beport  for  1899  bos  contimied  to  meet  a  long 
felt  want  During  the  year  £500  worth  of  £5,  and  £500  worth 
of  £1  notes,  were  issued,  making  a  total  of  £1,000  worth  of  each 
denomination  in  circulation. 

A  aupply  of  ba.  notca,  designed  more  particularly  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  country  districts,  was  ordered  from  England, 
but  none  were  put  into  circulation  daring  the  year. 


TRADE  AND  INDUSTRIES. 


IXFORTS  AND   EXFOBTS. 

10.  The  value  of  imports  was  £66,948,  and  of  exports 
£111,539.  The  imports  show  a  decrease  as  compared  with  1899 
of  £7,030,  and  the  exports  a  decrease  of  £20,664. 
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11.  The  following  are  ilie  details  of  the  importa.  Th9 
Cnstoms  statiBtics  have  not  hitherto  been  kept  in  ^e  mBiuier 
eaggestei  in  the  Beport  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  compilation  of  import  and  e^qwrt  statistica  in  the 
Golfwies,  dated  23rd  June,  1891,  but  an  attempt  hae  been  made 
ia  the  Bubijoined  table  to  so  classify  them.  In  the  current 
year,  and  in  fntore,  the  recommendatiima  of  the  Committee  will 
be  folloved. 

Imports. 


1899. 

1900. 

X.  LivB   AviUALB,   Food   aiid   Dkimk,   akd 
Nakcutigb. 
Aentodwatere          

£ 

£ 
60 

Dip  (for  aheep)         

1,448 

466 

Drags 

- 

394 

Fmt  and  TegetablM 

349 

4,861" 

GrooeriM  and  genend  invTuioiu 

18,438 

13,378 

Lire  stock      

2,636» 

1,176 

MaltliqQow 

2,128 

3,700 

Seods  

- 

162 

Sprite 

4,001 

&,188 

Tobacco,  cigars,  &c 

2,141 

1,808 

Win© 

462 

1,3<W 

Totals     

31,498 

32,542 

2.  Eaw  Material. 

(a)  Tortile      

- 

_ 

(b)  ifeInU  uxrf  miturah. 

Coftl      

4.207 

3,696 

(c)  Otter        

- 

- 

Totds    

4,207 

3,696 

Carried  forward        

36,705 

36,238 

*  InolodM  fodd«i. 
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1699. 

1900 

Brought  forwMd      

£ 
35,706 

£ 
36,238 

"3.  Manufactdrbo  Article'. 

(»)  T,.^ 

Ship  dwndlwy*        

5,681 

4,381 

3,766 

1,679 

Waaiiamtpard,  boots  uid  shoes,  &C. 

8,799 

6,158 

Totals 

18,246 

12,218 

<b)  .WrbUt  Md  iHiieruU. 

Hkrdmre  ftud  machmery     

6,131 

6,974 

<.)(M«r. 

FnroitnrB       

1,484 

1,176 

OI«>iiid>ithenw>r>        

371 

380 

Timber  and  bnilduig  Rwteml 

5,113 

3,824 

TotJ.  ■ 

6,9«8 

4,880 

4.  Com  uid  BotuOH. 

9p«i« 

1,630 

1,700 

Goods  impacted  from  Crown  Agente  uid  not 

- 

1,2I« 

FtaielPo.1. 

2,534 

3,266 

2,766 

1,876 

Grind  Totde    

78,978 

66,948 

FALRt.AMD 
19LAHD6, 

ISMW. 


*  lin>h<^  fnofof,  tawging,  Jto,  importad  foe  Uie  oonntir  diitarioti. 


V  Google 


10 


COLONIAL  EEP0RT8 — ANNUAL. 


Falkland        12.  The  qnantitieB  of  ike  staple  products  of  the  Colony  ex- 
"  "lows,  as  ( 

Erptirtt, 


IsLAMDa,     ported  in  1900  were  as  follows,  as  compared  with  ilie  previous 
^^^'       year : — 


1899. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Talne. 

Quantity. 

Ttlne. 

Wool 

Lbs. 
4,823,458 

118,961 

Lbs. 
4,600,000 

95,833 

Tallow           

485,173 

4,126 

221,766 

2,500 

Sheepekiiia 

No. 
83,592 

10,389 

No. 
41,000 

4,202 

Liventock     

14,188 

2,858 

13,319 

2,627 

Hidea 

1,40S 

1,248 

977 

977 

SealskiDB       

580 

800 

707 

1,500 

Hftir,  horns,  bones 

- 

50 

- 

- 

.  Totals 

- 

138,431 

- 

107,439 

13.  The  totals  of  imports  and  exports  for  the  five  years  1 
1900  are  as  follows:  — 


, 1896. 

1897." 

1898. 

1699. 

1900. 

1     . 

Imports 69,985 

Eipoits ;      132,194 

£ 
63,286 

126,505 

£ 

72,y87 

106,994 

£ 
73,979 

132,203 

£ 

67,948 

111,539 

Totals      ...  ,     a02,179 

189,791 

179,971 

213,181 

179,487 

DtBECnoir  OT  Tbade. 

14.  The  United  Kingdom  is  credited  with  nearly  90  per  cent, 
of  the  imports  and  nearly  95  per  cent,  of  the  exports.  The 
halance  was  distributed  between  Chile,  Argentina,  and 
Uruguay 
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PiSToaAi.  Imdcsthy.  Falkland 

15.  There  was  no   re-appearance  of    scab  during   tlie  year.      Islands, 
The  estimated  number  of  sheep  on  the  farms  is  778,026.  ^^ 

As  compared  with  the  previous  year,  there  was  a  decrease  in 
the  estimated  number  of  sheep  amounting  to  about  1,886,  due, 
the  Chief  Inspector  of  Stock  reports,  to  the  exportation  from 
the  West  Falklands  of  cull  ewes  to  Pati^onia,  and  to  the  fact 
that  the  farmers  on  the  East  boiled  down  more  sheep  than 
■usual.  The  lambing  was  most  satisfactory,  and  was  much 
better  than  was  expected  after  the  seTere  winter.  The  wool 
clip  was  also  better  than  in  the  previous  season,  and  farmers 
took  more  care  with  regard  to  selection  and  culling. 

16.  Some  small  patches  of  land  were  sown,  with  grass  seed 
with  satisfactory  results.  The  cocksfoot  did  well,  especially 
on  hard  ground,  and  the  Stock  Inspector  considers  it  a  better 
grass,  both  for  pasturage  and  stock,  than  the  Italian  rye,  while 
the  former  will  st^id  burning,  which  tiie  latter  will  not. 

17.  The  year  was  one  of  depreEsion  in  the  wool  trade.  After 
•a  rapid  rise,  prices  suddenly  fell,  and  are  still  falling.  It  is 
difficult  to  understand  the  cause  of  this  state  of  things ;  probably 
it  was  due  to  over-speculation,  and,  perhaps,  also  to  ike  im- 
mensely increased  consumption  of  cotton,  which  can  be  grown 
^0  chei^ly. 
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Fau:i.AKD 

Islands, 

1900. 


o 

i 

" 

1 1 1  s  1  1  1 1 1 

i 

S 

4,243 
12,671 

276 

602 

43,657 

3,171 

1 

i 

°"     "     "     -      1       1     "     '      1 

"     2     -      1     -     -     -     "      1 

1 

1 

i 

1     "    "      1      1      1     -      1      1 

S 

i 

1 

1 

^ 

i 

3,504 
42,837 
2,373 

24,222 

968 

2,500 

8 
IS 

0,452 

14,787 

3,386 

947 

602 
46,506 

4,582 

t 



1 

"    "^    "     1      !      1    "    °*     1 

1     ^    "^     i      1      1    =     1     " 

1 

i 
i 

I     "    "     i      1      1     "     1      1 

S 

* 

pq 

E'ciain        2        o,s3 

1 
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19.  The  following  is   a  comparative  atatement  of  the  total  Falkland 

shipping,  inwards    and    outwards,   for    the    five   years    1896-  Islands, 
1900 :  —  l^™- 


56,2% 
64,144 
62,131 
77,262 

76,404 


1 

1 

i 

21 

19 

40 

53,371 

25 

16 

41 

53,796 

33 

n 

44 

62,016 

27 

24 

51 

67.700 

31 

22 

53 

87,900 

20.  Dnring  the  first  half  of  the  year,  the  mail  c 
■carried  out  by  the  German  Eosmos  Company,  of  Hamburg; 
during  the  second  by  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
with  which  a  contract  has  been  entered  into  by  the  Imperial 
<}ovemment.  These  steamers  provide  a  four-weekly  service, 
touching  at  Rio  and  Montevideo,  and  proceeding  to  Funta 
Arenas  and  Valparaiso,  on  the  outward  voyage,  and  vice  vend. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  islands  were  visited 
"by  H.M.S.  Flora  (Commodore  Groome),  H.M.S.  Pegasus,  and 
H.M.S.  Swallow,  and,  in  December,  by  H.M.S.  Flora  and  H.M.S. 
Basilisk. 

21.  During  the  year  six  vessels  put  into  the  port  ia  distress. 
Of  these,  three  (two  American  and  one  British)  required  repaint 
owing  to  damage  sustained  from  heavy  weather  o£E  Cape  Horn; 
one,  a  Chilian  vessel,  ha*  a  cai^o  of  coke  and  sulphuric  acid 
carried  in  iron  drums.  The  acid  had  eaten  through  the  drums, 
and  had,  consequently,  all  leaked  out  The  drums  were  packed 
in  chalk,  and  the  sulphuric  acid  acted  chemically  on  this,  form- 
mg  carbonic  acid  gas.  During  the  voyage  the  hatches  blew  off. 
Eventually,  most  of  the  acid  remained  at  the  bottom  of  tiie 
ship  and  damaged  the  iron  frames  so  seriously  that  she  could 
not  continue  her  voyage.  Another  barque,  a  German,  put  in 
on  account  of  an  outbreak  of  beri-beri,  to  which  disease  four 
of  the  crew  had  succumbed.  The  last,  a  British  ship,  put  in 
■with  cargo  of  coals  heated. 
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7AUCLAKD        A  steam  tag,  fitted  with  salvage  pninpa,  was  imported  b;  th& 
iBUJiDe,     Falkland  Islands  Company  to  be  in  readiness  to  render  assistance- 
^WO.        to  disabled  Tessela. 

LEGISLATION. 

23.  Six  Ordinances  were  passed  during  the  year.  By  Ordin- 
ance ^o.  1,  of  16th  January,  the  import  duty  tm  beer  in  cask 
was  raised  from  Sd.  to  id.  per  gallon,  and  on  beer  in  bottle  from 
6d.  per  dozen  quarts  and  3rf,  per  dozen  pints  to  la.  and  6d. 
respectively.  By  Ordinanoe  No.  6,  of  24th  December,  the  duly 
on  beer  in  cask  was  further  increased  to  Qd.  per  gallon,  to-' 
equalise  it  with  that  on  beer  in  bottle,  and  the  duty  on  spirits 
was  raised  from  10;.  to  13j.  per  gallon.  The  former  Ordinance 
also  imposed  export  duties  as  follows : — ^Wool,  per  pound,  l/20th 
of  a  penny ;  Sheep  skins,  each,  ^d. ;  living  sheep,  each,  ^d. ;  and 
hides,  eadi,  Zd. 

A  most  useful  Ordinance  (No.  3,  of  22nd  May)  was  passed 
relating  to  the  promulgation  and  construction  of  Ordinances, 
the  law  in  force  in  the  Colony,  and  certain  general  mles  of 
law  and  procedure. 

The  law  with  regard  to  aliens,  destitute  immigrants,  and  the 
naturalization  of  foreign  subjects  was  consolidated  and  amended 
(No.  5,  of  27th  July). 

A  Divorce  Court  was  established  in  the  Falkland  Islands 
by  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  28th  November,  1899, 
and  the  Supreme  Court  has  now  jurisdiction  to  pronounce  de- 
crees of  judicial  separation  and  dissolution  of  marriage. 

A  Proclamation,  of  16th  August,  prohibited  the  importation 
of  cattle  and  sheep  from  South  America  on  account  of  the  pre- 
valence there  of  animal  disease,  and  a  Proclamation,  of  2nd  Octo- 
ber, declared  that  all  alfalfa  (pressed  hay)  imported  from 
Argentina  or  Uruguay  should  be  destroyed  on  landing,  for  the- 
same  reason. 


23.  The  Government  Senior  and  Infant  Schools,  and  the 
Boman  Catholic  School  in  Stanley,  were  at  work  during  the 
year,  and  the  attendance  was  fairly  well  kept  up. 

The  Falkland  Islands  Company  maintains  a  School  at  Darwin, 
taught  by  Mr.  A.  Moir,  M.A.,  a  trained  master.  There  is  also 
an  itinerant  teacher. 

On  the  West  Islands,  one  Government  itinerant  teacher  was 
at  work  all  the  year;  a  second  teacher  arrived  in  May  and  took 
up  duty  at  once. 
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There  u  no  doubt  that  the  inHtitatioii  of  these  travelling  Falkland 
masterB  has  been  of  immense  benefit  to  the  children,  and  is  Iblands, 
mnch  appreciated  by  the  people.  ^^^- 

.SAVINGS  BANK. 

24.  The  capital  of  the  bank  still  continues  to  increase.  On 
30th  September,  1900,  it  was  £44,401,  as  against  £44,323  in  the 
previous  year.  There  were  351  depositors,  giving  an  average  of 
£126  10«.  standing  to  the  credit  of  each  account,  or  about  £22 
per  head  of  the  population.  The  income  earned  by  the  bank 
daring  the  year  was  £1,455,  and  Hhe  expenses  incurred  were 
£1,090,  leaving  a  profit  of  £365. 

The  bank  was  established  in  1888.  At  the  end  of  1889 
there  were  92  depositors,  and  the  balance  was  £15,139.  Since 
then  the  number  of  depositors  and  the  balances  have  steadily 
incToaaed. 

PRISON  STATISTICS. 

25.  There  is  little  worth  remarking  upon  under  this  head. 
Almost  all  the  prisoners  were  received  from  Her  Majesty's  ships 
on  charges  of  breaches  of  discipline,  &c.,  or  from  merchant  vessels 
-on  similar  charges. 

CKIMINAL    STATISTICS. 


— 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Kombet  o(  ofleooea  reported  to  Police 

40 

53 

46 

38 

61 

1.  Poroflenoeai«aii«t  the  person... 

6 

n 

7 

11 

6 

2.         „              „            property 

4 

' 

8 

8 

4 

3.  For  other  off  ences        

14 

27 

28 

24 

47 

Ilnmbw   of    Supreme  Court  Convio. 
tioM- 

I.  ForoffencaiBgsiiist  the  person... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2.          „               „             property 

- 

2 

- 

_ 

- 

3.  For  other  offenoei        

~ 

- 

- 

1 

I 

3Tnmber  of  AoqcitUU— 

1.  In  Inferior  Conrto        

10 

7 

3 

4 

3 

2   In  Snprame  Court        

4 

- 

- 

— 

- 
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Fauclahd 

ISLAMM, 
1900. 


27.  There  was  on©  murder  during  the  year,  the  perpetrator 
of  which  was  duly  tried  and  convicted,  and  suffered  the  extreme- 
penalty. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

28.  Siity-one  birtha  and  16  deaths  were  regiHtered  during  th» 
year;  six  marriages  were  solemnized. 

In  1891  the  population  was  found,  by  cenAUB,  to  he  1,789; 
at  the  census  taken  on  the  31st  of  March  last,  it  was  found' 
to  have  risen  to  2,043,  an  increase  of  264,  of  which  322  represents 
the  increase  in  the  town  of  Stanley  alone. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

29.  From  the  Report  of  the  Colonial  Surgeon,  it  appears  that 
the  health  of  the  Colony  was  very  satiafactory,  and  there  was 
an  entire  Lmmnnity  from  contagious  or  infectious  disease. 

Unfortunately,  there  is  no  hospital,  but  a  project  for  the- 
establishment  of  such  an  institution  is  under  consideration. 

The  services  of  a  trained  nurse  would  also  be  of  the  greatest 
adTantage,  but  the  residents  have  not  yet  availed  themselveB 
of  the  faoilities  offered  by  the  Colonial  Wursing  Asaociatioii 
in  UiiB  direction.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  people  will  eo* 
operate  to  supply  this  very  obvious  need  in  the  near  future. 


ClflMATE. 

30.  There  are,  ae  was  reported  last  year,  hardly  any  materials 
on  which  to  report  on  the  climate  of  tiie  Colony.  Certain 
records  are  taken  at  the  lighthouse  for  tranBmUsion  to  the  Board 
of  Trade.  No  copy  of  these  for  the  first  half  of  the  year  appears 
to  have  been  retained.  During  the  latter  half  the  mean  monthly- 
temperature  was  as  follows  :  — 


July                

34-96 

Auyust           

38-46 

September      

41-32 

October          

43-47 

November  - 

44-38 

December       

44-26 

Raotfall. 

Stanley,  November 

3-065- 

„        December 

2-68 
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31.  The  reTeBUe  was  £832,  as  againat  £1,198  in  1899  and 
£1.169  in  1898.  The  expenditure  was  £2,991  (including  £2,500 
subsidy),  as  against  £3,082  in  1899  and  £3,045  in  1898. 

The  money  orders  isaued  in  the  Colony  on  the  T'nited  King- 
dom amounted  to  £6,742,  as  against  £6,314  in  1899  and  £4,677 
in  1898. 

The  sale  of  postage  stamps  fell  off  consideraMy.  It  amounted 
to  only  £536,  aa  against  £1,025  in  1899  and  £816  in  1898. 

Telegraphic  communications  are  received  by  post  from  Monte- 
■video. 

The  only  telephone  is  one  from  the  lighthouse  to  Stanley, 
seven  miles.  It  had  been  out  of  order  for  years,  but  com- 
munication was  re-eatablished  during  the  year  under  review, 
only,  unfortunately,  to  be  again  soon  interrupted.  It  is  now 
under  repair. 

Postal  Statistics. 


Falklahi> 

Islam  ns, 

1900. 


Posted 

DeUvered. 

1 

II 

1 

1 

1 

Postcards  J 

11,160 

925 

12,085 

13,841 

2,830 

16,671 

2,591 

31,347 

XW:} 

150 

» 

200 

13,461 

2,000 

35,461 

300 

36,961 

ParceU       ... 

350 

50 

400 

1,400 

125 

1,525 

35 

1,960 

Total  1900 

11,660;  1,025 

12,685 

18,702 

4,955 

53,657 

2,926 

69,268 

Total  1899 

13,350 !  3,605 

16,855 

48,500 

6,950 

55,450 

3,900 

76,205 

Total  1398 

10,166  3,700 

13,86S 

10,039 

3,000 

43,039 

4,300 

61,205 

MILITAIIT. 

33.  The  strength  of  the  Volunteer  Rifle  Corps,  the  only  local 
force,  was,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  three  officers  and  93  non- 
commissioned officers  and  men,  an  increase  of  ten.     The  Capita- 
tion Grant  was  £88.      Owing  to  their  occupations  many  of  the 
9941:  B 
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Falkland    members  cannot  attend  drills  as  often  as  is  desirable.      Their 
Isr.AHDs,     shooting  is,  generally,  good.     The  Corps  would  be  more  popular 
1900.        if  it  had  a  recreation  room  of  its  own,  and  if  more  prizes  were 
ofEered  for  competition  at  the  range. 

The  range  itself  is  very  badly  placed.  It  is  hoped  that  if 
the  naval  range  is  transferred  to  the  other  side  of  the  harbour, 
as  has  been  suggested,  the  volunteers  may  acquire  the  present 
naval  range. 

34.  A  beginning  was  made  during  the  year  on  the  new  naval 
coaling  depot,  on  the  north  side  of  the  harbour,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  G.  P.  Hayes,  C.E,,  of  the  Admiralty. 
For  this  work  it  has  been  necessary  to  import  labour,  the  exist- 
ing supply  being  insufficient,  or  inefficient,  or  both,  and  some 
100  labourers  were  brought  from  Argentina,  all  Italians  or 
Austriaus. 

GENERAL. 

35.  The  year  may  be  said,  generally,  to  have  been  fairly 
prosperous,  except  for  the  fall  in  the  price  of  the  staple  pro- 
duct of  the  country — wool.  The  price  of  labour  ruled  high, 
perhaps  higher  than  it  should,  and  the  large  savings  bank 
deposits  and  money  order  remittances  testify  to  the  well-being 
of  the  people, 

36.  The  rates  of  wages  are  about  as  follows :  — 

Shepherds — £60  to  £72  a  year,  with  free  lodging, 
horses,  and  mutton. 

Labourers — £6  to  £7  a  month,  or,  if  on  daily  pay, 
8d.  an  hour  and  1j.  an  hour. 

Boys  in  training — £3  to  £5  a  mouth. 

Shearers — 16*.  per  100  sheep. 

Shipwrights — Is.  an  hour,  and  16*.  4d.  a  day  for  ship- 
work. 

Joiners — 1j.  an  hour,  and  16*.  4d.  a  day  for  ship- 
work. 

Blacksmiths — 1*.  an  hour,  and  16*  4d.  a  day  for  ship- 
work. 

Sailmakers — 1*.  an  hour,  and  10*.  a  day  for  ship- 
work. 

Stonemasons — 1*.  an  hour,  and  10*.  a  day  for  ship- 
work. 

Marinera  on  Coasting  Trade — £b  a  month. 

Domestic  Servants— 30*.  to  40*.  a  month. 

37.  The  labour  market  cannot  be  said  to  be  overstocked, 
«nd  the  Admiralty  have  found  it  necessaiy  to  import  Italian 
labourers  from  Argentina  for  work  on  the  coaling  dep6L  Some 
owners  of  property  also  import  Italian  labour,  on  diort  con- 
tracts, for  sheep-shearing. 
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T'amilieB  do  not  settle  here  to  the  extent  they  used  to  do,     Falkland 
and  men  migrate  to  Patagonia,  where  there  is  a  greater  field.  ^^Jgixl*' 

38.  The  pricefl  of  produce  are  ahout  as  follows :  —  

Horaes  £6  to  £20. 

Cattle  £1  to  £5. 

Sheep  4j.  to  7s. 

Ww^  4(i.  to  6d. 

39.  The  average  prices  <^  the  main  articles  of  consumption 
•are: — 

Wheaten  Flour,  per  bag  of  100  lbs.— 18j. 

Wheaten  Bread,  per  Ih.— SJrf. 

Milk,   fresh,  per  quart— 8rf.   to  1j.      (The   supply   is 

limited. 
Butter,  per  lh.—2s.  3d.  to  2<.  6d. 
Beef,  per  lb, — bd. 
Mutton,  per  lb. — 2d. 
All  other  articles  from  60  per  cent  to  100  per  cent. 

above  English  prices. 

40.  The  town  of  Stanley  is  over-populated,  but  there  is  litUe 
attempt  to  build  new  houses.  At  the  moment  of  writing,  there 
is  not  a  house  available  for  love  or  money.  Building  should 
prove  a  remunerative  investment. 

41.  Were  there  more  houses  and  a  good  hotel,  and  if  the 
Pacific  Company  could  be  induced  to  lower  their  ratee  of 
passage  money  between  the  Colony  and  Montevideo,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  many  residents  of  the  latter  place,  or  of  Buenos 
Aires,  would  visit  Stanley  in  the  summer  months  for  healtit 
porposes.  The  fares  are,  at  present.  First  Class,  £14  to  £16 ; 
return,  a  fare  and  a  half.  Second  Class,  £10 ;  return,  double 
fere ;  and  the  vt^age  only  takes  four  days. 

W.  Hast  Bennett, 

Colonial  Seeretary. 

Stanly, 
Falkland  Islands, 

Ist  AngQit,  1901. 
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COLONIAL    REPORTS. 

The  followiagi  among  dtbw,  reports  relating  to  Qis  MajeRty'a 
Colonial  PoaeessionB  have  been  isBoed,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bonrcee  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 


No. 

Colony. 

T«r. 

330 

1900 

331 

Fiji         

„ 

332 

St.  Lucia           

333 

Seychelles         

334 

Falkland  Islande          ,     

335 

Mavritiae  and  Bodiignes        ,.. 

336 

BritiBh  New  Guinea ... 

1899!^1900 

387 

Leeward  TelandB          

1900 

338 

Trinidad  and  Tob^o 

389 

BritiBh  Hondoras        

340 

Hong  EoDg      

„ 

341 

Ceylon 

342 

Gibraltar           

343 

Baentoland       

1900-1901 

344 

GoldCoaat       

1900 

345 

Grenada 

346 

1900-1901 

347 

British  Solomon  iBlanda        

348 

LagoB     

BntishGniana 

IMO 

349 

1900-1901 

350 

St.  Tineent       

1900 

351 

Jamaica 

1900-1901 

362 

CocoBlalanda 

1901 

353 

Sonthem  Nigeria         

1900 

354 

Bemada           

1901 

355 

Gambia 

" 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Na 

Colony. 

Subject. 

Gold  Coast        

Kconomic  Agricalture. 

Forests. 

Sierra  Leone     

Geology  and  Botany. 

Emigration. 

TtahamaH              

&f^Znd:::    ;::    ::: 

Bubonic  Plague. 

Mineral  Besoarcw. 

Western  Pacific           

British  Solomon  Islands. 

Dominica           

Agriculture. 

Virgin  Islands 

Condition  during  1897. 

Grenada            

Agncnltnre  in  Carriacon. 

Anirnillfl 

Wtal  StstiHtics,  1898. 

Trade,  1899. 

Bahamas            

Fikore  InduBtry. 

Canada  

Legal  Status  of  British  North 

Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands      ... 

Beport  for  1896-1900. 

Hong  Kong      

Operationa    m    New   Territory 

during  1900. 
Medical  Eeports. 

19 
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No.  866-  falu.uid 


1901. 


FALKLAND  ISLANDS. 


(For  Beport  for  IWO,  m#  No.  SSI.) 


Acimo  GK)TE]tNOB  Bennett  to  Mb.  Chakbeelain. 

CK>Teriimeiit  Hoaee, 
Stanley, 

22iid  Mar,  IdOS. 
Sib, 

I  KATE  tiie  honour  to  transmit  m;  Report  on  the  Bine 
Book  for  tlie  year  ended  Slat  December,  1901. 

I  kave,  &c., 

TV.  Habt  Bennett, 

Administrstor. 


2160**-i7G— 6/1903    Wt  38616    D  t  S— S 


V  Google 


COLOirtAZ.   BBFOSTS — AJtHOA.L. 


jTalklahd 

XfluMfn, 

1901. 


REPORT   ON  FALKLAND  ISLANDS    BLUE    BOOK 
FOR  THE  TEAR  1901. 


I.— FINANCIAL. 

Revenue  and  Exfenditdbb. 

1.  Tb.6  Teveime  in  1901  was  £15,476,  and  the  expenditure 
£17,639.     . 

2,  The  foUowin?  are  the  details  compared  with  1900 :  — 

Hevbhub. 


— 

1900. 

1901. 

CnBlamB         

PortdnM,ft&           

lioenow,  &c 

FeM     

Port  office      

Eente 

£ 
6,613 

162 

671 

612 

832 

4,996 
260 

2,476 

£ 
6,663 

96 

619 

487 

1,136 

4,990 

235 

2,861 

Toteb 

W,610» 

15,476 

*  These  flgotee  differ  from  tbow  giT«n  in  tb«  report  for  1900  u  a  iuin 
of  £66 — overptijnneiitB  reooTered^hM  been  itrnok  ent. 


— 

1900. 

1901. 

Pwisioiu        

Governor       

OoloDu]  S«creUr7 

t 

1,462 
1,289 

223 
1,467 
1,366 

Cairkd  formtrd       

2,914 

3,046 
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EXPBITDITUBE — continued. 


1900. 

1901. 

Brought  forwud      

£ 
2,914 

£ 
3,046 

Cmtonw        

98 

26 

Andit 

" 

15 

Port  uid  Hiriiw       

1« 

128 

I-PJ ... 

427 

376 

PoHoo 

309 

265 

HedioJ          

601 

693 

Bdnction      

632* 

636 

EodMiutlaal 

466 

469 

TiMuport      

314 

465 

HiMelUneou 

588» 

701 

PoetOIHoe     

2,991 

4,267 

PablicWorto 

1,691« 

1,916 

Fablic  Works  ExtnwnliiuT;          

1,886 

2,273 

Colonial  EngiitdeT 

784 

660 

Interest,  &C.,  SaTines  Bank 

1,082 

1,J66 

DtswbMka      

1 

62 

Total 

16,436' 

17,639 

Walkulmo 
Ibujidb, 

1901. 


3.  A  comparative  statement  of  the  total  reveuue  and  ezpeadi> 
ture  for  tbe  last  five  yean  is  Bnbjoined : — 


— 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

190a 

1901. 

Bevenne 
Expenditara    ... 

£ 
12,969 

13,636 

£ 
13,039 

14^8 

£ 
13,219 

13,479t 

£ 
15,610 

16,435 

£ 
16,47ft 

17,639 

-667 

-1,239 

—  260 

+  76 

—  2,103 

•  These  figntes  differ  from  those  given  in  the  report  for  1900  ae  a  ram 
of  £66  overpayioeats  reooTeced  ha«  been  dednoted  from  the  Espenditore 
under  the  proper  sabhettdi. 

t  Erroneooely  retomed  in  Beport  for  1899  st  £13,314. 
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ViLtiLAHB        4.  The  revenue  itt  1900  was  the  hig4iMt  ^et  raised;   thai  in 
ItaiUrMi      1901  was  only  £34  less,  and  exceeded  Uie  average  aAUUal  f^ceipt*' 
•^         of  the  five  years,  189V-1901,  by  a  sum  of  £1,423. 

Customs  duties,  port  and  bArbour  dv^s,  and  licences  realized 
£6,277,  or  £159  less  than  in  1900."  T^is  gives  an  average  raised 
by  taxation  of  £3  It.  Gd.  per  bead,  as  against  £3  13<.  2d.  in  the 
previous  year.  Tbe  export  tax  on  wool,  sbeep-skins,  &€.,  first 
imposed  in  1899,  produced  during  1901  £1,116,  or  £78  mw© 
than  in  1900. 

The  postal  revenue  was  £1,137,  or  £119  less  than  tbe  estimate, 
as  against  £832  in  1900. 

5.  Tbe  expenditure  wae  greater  by  £2,204  than  that  of  1900, 
and  by  £2,826  than  tbe  annual  average  of  tbe  five  years,  1897- 
1901.  Tbe  increased  expenditure  was  due  mainly  to  Public 
"Works  Extraordinary,  under  which  bead  appears  the  cost  of  tbe 
uncompleted  additions  to  Government  House,  amounting  t<* 
£2,273,  for  which  only  £1,200  waa  provided  in  tbe  estimates, 
ana  to  Post  Office,  the  payment  of  the  subsidy  of  £1,250  for  the 
latter  half  of  tbe  year  having  been  made  before  tbe  close  of  the 
year,  instead  of,  as  heretofore,  six  months  later. 

Absetb  and  Liabilities. 

6.  Tbe  assets  on  31st  December,  1901,  were  £75,637,  and  ^o 
liabilities  £79,863,  giving  an  excess  of  the  latter  aoiountiug  to 
£4,226. 

7.  The  financial  position  of  tbe  Colony  at  the  end  of  the  last 
ten  years  is  set  forth  in  tbe  following  table: — 


Tear. 

Axti, 
Surpliu  of. 

Li&biUties, 
Surpliu  of. 

1892 

1,610 

£ 

189S 

1,540 

- 

1694 

1,041 

- 

1895 

392 

- 

1896 

- 

1,043 

1897 

- 

1,761 

1898 

- 

2,918 

1899 

- 

3,143 

1900 

- 

3,415' 

1901 

- 

4,226 

*  8wTM  ill  iiHid  oaued  to  be  treated  x 
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Invbbtbd  Funds.  PAtitAim 

8.  The  iiiTested  funds  during  the  five  years,  1897-1901,  were      ^^J^ 
asfoUowB:—  ^1 


Fund. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Land  Sales       ... 

18,604 

£ 
20,304 

£ 
23,046 

£ 
24;233 

£ 

26,407 

BaTings  Bank  ... 

33,042 

41,901 

■43,401' 

44,401 

46,744 

Intestate  Estates 

656 

668 

582 

597 

560 

Sirplns 

2,893* 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

Notes    

- 

- 

333 

335 

lifiOO 

Totals    ... 

54,994 

62,773 

67,362 

69;614 

75,311 

A  defidl,  the  Savings   Bank    being    £6,400   short 

CURBENCT. 

9.  The  result  of  the  issue  of  currency  notes  justifies  their 
iutroductioa.  During  the  year  JE500  worth  of  £5,  and  £500 
worth  of  £1  notes  were  issued,  making  a  total  of  £1,500  worth 
of  each  denomination  in  Circulation. 

.  Some  five-shilling  notes,  designed  to  meet  the  wants  of  tiie 
country  districts,  were  put  into  circulation,  but  Uiey  do  not  find 
favour  among  the  people,  and  quickly  return  to  the  Treaaury, 


II.— TRADE  AND  INDUSTRIES. 
Imposts. AND  Exports. 

10.  The  value  of  imports  was  £74,766,  and  of  exports  £108,294, 
not  including  £2,000  specie.  I'he  former  shows  an  increase,  as 
compared  *ith  1900,  of  £7,817,  and  the  latter  a  decrease  of 
£3,246. 

11.  The  following  ate  the  details  of  the  imports:  — 

ImporU. 


1900. 

1901. 

1.  Live   Aniualb,   Food   and   Drink,   and 
Narcotics. 
Aerated  waten          

Dip  (for  sheep)         ...        ...        

£ 

60 
456 

£ 

285 

Carried  forward        

515 

285 
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Importt — continued. 


1900. 

1901. 

Broo^tfcrmrd      

£ 
615 

£ 
286 

Omi!" 

3M 

452 

lodder,  com,  haj,  So.         

— • 

2,164 

Fruit  and  wgeUbles 

4,861 

1,479 

Grooeriu,&o 

13,378 

15,961 

LivcBtook      

1,176 

486 

JUltUqnor     

3,700 

2,789 

S««d. 

162 

_ 

SpiiitB 

6,188 

3,286 

Toitm,  ilg>n,  «c 

1,808 

2,610 

Wins 

1,360 

467 

Totals     

32,642 

28,869 

2.  Raw  Hatkbials. 

(•)  TMU,     

_ 

_ 

(b)  ibIaUaiidmmmUt. 

Co.1     

8,696 

4,404 

M  «»«■       

- 

- 

Totala    

S,69« 

4,404 

Hahdfactdbbd  ASTtCUS. 

(.)  r™nfe. 

Shipobmdlmjt       

4,381 

788 

1,679 

3,376 

Wewmg  appMd,  boota  and  ibwii,  Ac 

6,168 

9,167 

Totalg    

12,218 

13,321 

-      {h}  ifetaUaiidminemlt. 

6,974 

8,680 

OATTMd  forward      

54,430 

56,274 

■  Inalnded  ia  bnit,  ka. 
t  Indndea  btkgglng,  4o,  Impoited  for  oou 
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Imports — continued. 


1900. 

1901 

BtODg^t  forwud        

£ 
H,430 

£ 
56,274 

(c)  Other. 

Fnrmtnre       

1,176 

1,731 

QIus  tmd  euihenwaie        

380 

861 

Timber  and  btdlding  material 

3,324 

8,462 

Totals    

4,880 

11,054 

4.  COIM  AND  B0LI.ION. 

Spede 

1,700 

- 

PawelBpoBt           

1,298  . 
3,265 

1,733 
4,112 

Unaanraented      

1,876 

1,592 

Giwrf  Totals    

66,948 

74,766 

1900. 

1901. 

Qiumtity. 

Vala«. 

Qnantity. 

Talne. 

Wool»          

Tallow          

Sheepekinst 

LivOBtook      

HidM 

BealakinB      

Lbe. 
4^1,180 

221,766 

No. 
46,494 

13,319 

977 

707 

£ 
96,833 

2,500 

4,202 

2,627 

977 

1,600 

Lba. 
4,373,340 

660,000 

No. 
96,410 

202 

406 

900 

£ 
89,029 

4,666 

9,366 
100 
350 

1,800 

Totali 

- 

107,639 

- 

105,311 

P&LKUMD 
ISliAHM, 

1901. 


12.  The  quantities  and  value  of  the  staple  products  of  the 
Colony  exported  in  1901  were  as  follows,  aa  compared  with 
the  prerioue  year:  — 

Exportt. 
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13.  The  totals  of  imports  and  exports  for  the  five  years,  1897- 
1901,  are  as  iollows:  — 


— 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Imports 

Exports 

£ 
63,286 

126,505 

£ 
72,987 

106,984 

£ 

73,978 

132,203 

£ 
66,948 

111,539 

£ 

74,765 

110,294» 

Totals      ... 

.  189,791 

179,971 

213,181 

178,487 

186,059 

*  Including  ii2,000  specie. 

DlBECTIDK   OF   TbADE. 

14.  The  TTnited  Kingdom  is  credited  with  90"6  per  cent,  of 
the  imports,  and  nearly  all  the  exports.  The  holance  waa 
distributed  between  Chile,  Argentina,  and  Uruguay. 

PaSTOBAL   iNDnSTBY. 

15.  There  ^ras  no  appearance  of  scab  during  the  year. 

16.  The  estimated  number  of  sheep  oQ  the  farms  was  762,367, 
a  decrease  on  1900  of  about  1,699,  due,  the  Stock  Inspector 
reports,  to  the  exportation  of  rams  to  Patagonia  and  to  boiling 
down.  The  lambing  was  again  most  satisfactory,  the  a-venge 
being  about  70  per  cent.  The  wool  clip  was  better  than  in  the 
previous  season,  and  farmers  took  more  care  with  regard  to 
selection  and  culUng.  The  year  was,  however,  one  of  con- 
tinued depression  in  the  wool  trade,  and  prices  in  the  English 
market  were  very  low. 

17.  The  grass-seed  growing  experiments  were  not  so  satis- 
factory as  they  might  have  been,  owing,  the  Stock  Inspector 
thinks,  to  want  of  interest  on  the  part  of  many  of  Uie  farmers. 
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Vaiklaxo        19.  The  foUowingr  is  a  comparative   statement  of  the  total 
I«^j'»>      shipping,  inwards  and  outwards,  for  the  five  yeam,  1897-1901 :  — 


Iinud.. 

OatwudB. 

T«t. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

t 

^ 

1 

1897 

25 

17 

42 

64,144 

25 

16 

41 

63,796 

1898 

33 

13 

46 

62,131 

83 

11 

44 

62,01» 

1899 

28 

29 

67 

77,262 

27 

24 

61 

67,700 

1900 

31 

17 

48 

76,404 

?I 

22 

63 

87,900 

1901 

S3 

11 

44 

97,878 

32 

9 

41 

96,011 

20.  He  mail  service  is  carried  out  by  the  Pacific  Steam 
Kavigatioa  Company,  with  which  a  contract  was  made  by  tiL« 
Imperial  Government  in  1900.  These  steamers  provide  a  four- 
weekly  service  from  Liverpool,  touchinff  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  and 
Montevideo,  and  proceeding  to  Funta  Arenas  and  Yalparaisoy 
on  the  outward  voyage,  and  vice  verta.  The  increase  in  the 
total  tonnage  is  due  to  these  steamers  being  larger  than  those  o£ 
the  KosmoB  Line  which  previously  carried  the  mails. 

31.  The  14'orwegiaa  steamship  "Antarctic"  called  at  Port 
Stanley  on  her  way  to  the  antarctic  regions  on  a  voyage  of  dis- 
covery. She  landed  her  exploring  party,  under  Frofesstff 
Nordenskiold,  at  the  winter  station  and  returned  to  Stanley^ 
leaving  again,  on  lat  January,  1902,  for  South  Geoi^a. 

During  the  year  the  Islands  were  visited  by  E.M.S.  "  Plera  " 
{Commodore  Groome),  and  by  H.M.3.  "Sappho,"  "Basilisk," 
and  "  Nymphe,"  of  the  South-east  Coast  of  South  America 
Squadron,  also  by  the  TT.S.  cruiser  "  Atlanta." 

22.  The  following  were  the  ehipping  ceaualtiea  during  the 
year: — 

A  French  ship  wifli  a  cargo  of  ^ckel  ore  from  New  Caledonia 
for  Gld«gow  put  in  in  a  leaky  cojidition.  She  had  met  with 
heavy  weather,  and  her  cargo  hod  shifted.  She  was  fitted  with 
a  more  powerful  pump,  and  1,500  tons  of  cai^o  were  discharged 
and  ultimately  teken  to  ite  destination  by  ano&er  steamer. 

The  British  barquentine  "  Thetis "  sailed  for  Salvadore  on 
27th  July,  and  was  lost,  on  or  about  3rd  August,  in  ope  of 
the  heaviest  gales  known  for  many  years  past.  All  lives  were 
lost. 


y  Google 


COLOHIAL  BBFOBTB — ANNUAL. 


Auotlier  Frencli  aliip  with  coal  froin  Shields  for  Chile  pnt    Falkuhd 
in  in  October  badly  on  fire.     She  had  ic  be  practically  Bunk,  and      ' 
was  afterwards  floated  and  anchored  in  a  poaition  of  safety. 


III.— LEGISLATION. 

23.  Ten  OrdinanceB  were  passed  daring  the  year. 

A  usefnl  Summary  Jurisdiction  Ordinance  (No.  2)  was  passed 
attempting  to  codify  the  many  Ordinances  on  the  subject.  The 
Ordinance  is  in  course  of  reTigion  and  amplification. 

The  variona  Scab  Ordinances  were  consolidated  (No.  6)  under 
the  short  title  of  "  The  Live  Stock  Ordinance." 

Certun  important  alterations  were  made  in  the  Licensing 
Ordinance  by  No.  8  of  1901,  and  the  Probate  and  Unrepresented 
Estates  Ordinance  were  consolidated  in  No.  9  of  1901.  This 
Ordinance  contains  two  important  alterations :  — one,  that  a  will 
ptutiy  written  and  partly  printed  may  be  used ;  the  other,  that 
real  estate  pa^iag  on  a  death  is,  as  in  the  United  Singdotn,  to 
be  chained  with  duty  in  the  Ealklands. 


IV.-EDUCATION. 


24.  He  OoTemment  Senior  and  Infant  Schools,  and  the 
Boman  Catholic  School  in  Stanly  were  open  all  the  year,  and 
the  attendance  was  well  kept  np. 

Tha  "Fidklaiid  Islauda  Company  continued  to  maintain  their 
School  at  Darwin. 

On  the  West  Falkland  two  Government  TiWTeUing  Masters 
were  at  work  most  of  the  year,  and  the  question  of  appointing 
a  Travelling  Master  for  the  North  Gamps  of  the  East  Falkland 
is  under  consideration. 


v.— GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 
Savings  Bank. 

26.  On  the  30th  September,  1901  (the  end  of  the  Bank  year), 
the  capital  was  £60;236,  m  ^inst  £44,401  on  30th  September, 
1900.  There  were  379  depositors,  giving  an  average  cd  £132  II4. 
standing  to  the  credit  of  each  accotint,  or  about  £24  lis.  Qd. 
per  head  of  the  population. 

The  income  earned  by  the  Bank  during  the  year  was  £1,472, 
and  the  expenses  incurred  £1,170,  leaving  a  profit  of  £302. 
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FuKuso    The  Bonk,  whicli  was  eatablialied  in  1888,  liad,  on  30ili  Septem- 
It^w-      ber,  1889,  92  depoeitore,  and  a  balance  ol  £16,139. 


VI.— JUDICIAL   STATISTICS. 

Pbison  Statibtica. 

26.  Nearly  all  the  lev  prisoners  were,  ta  nsual,  receiTed  from 
His  Majesty's  ships  or  merchant  vessels  <m  charges  oi  dis- 
cipline, &c. 

Cbiminal  Statistics. 


27.  The  following  table  snmmarizeB 
lor  five  years:  — 

the 

nminal  statistie» 

— 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

53 

46 

38 

61 

34 

Nnmber  of  Sammar;  ConnotioDa— 

1.  For  offences  against  thepetsou... 

11 

7 

11 

6 

5 

2.          „               „             property 

6 

8 

'  S 

4 

3 

3.  For  other  offenoBB         

27 

28 

24 

47 

22 

Number   of    Sapreme   Court  Convio- 
tionB— 
1.  Foroifenoes  against  the  peraon... 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

2.          „               „             property 

2 

- 

- 

—  • 

3;  For  other  offences       

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

Nomber  of  Aoqnittals— 

1.  In  Inferior  Gouris        

7 

3 

4 

3 

3 

2.  In  Supreme  Court        

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

VII.— VITAL   STATISTICS. 

28.  Sixty-eight  births  and  fifteen  deatiis  (not  including  elevoa 
drowned)  were  registered  during  the  year. 

In  1891,  the  population  was  1,789 ;  in  1901,  2,043 ;  an  in- 
crease of  264,  of  which  332  represents  the  increase  in  Uie  town 
of  Stanley  alone.  The  estimated  population  on  Slat  December^ 
1901,  was  2.076. 
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.     The  birth-rate  per  1,000  was  3328;  the death-rtkte  was  7-34. 

Pdblic  Health. 

29.  The  Colonial  Surgeon  reports  the  health  of  the  Colony 
to  be  very  satisfactory,  and  there  was  no  infectious  or  contagious 
disease. 

'  There  is  no  hospital,  but  it  is  understood  that  the  Admirall? 
have  under  consideration  the  question  of  the  establishment  of 
such  an  institution. 

'Kie  trained  nurse,  to  whom  allusion  was  made  in  the  report 
for  1900,  arrived  after  the  close  of  the  year  with  which  this 
report  deals. 

Climate. 

30.  There  are  atill  but  scan^'stalistica  available.  The  following 
mean  monthly  readings  are  taken  from  the  records  kept  at 
Cape  Pembroke  Lighthouse :  — 


Jaauaiy 

.        64-5 

February 

65-2 

Maidi 

66-9 

April 

..        48-7 

May 

46-3 

June 

41-7 

JiJy 

39-2 

43-2 

September 

46-2 

October 

60-6 

NoTember 

64-4 

Deo«mber 

66-6 

A  comet  of  peculiar  brilliancy  was  visible  for  a  considerable 
period  in  August. 


VIII.— POSTAL   SERVICE. 

31.  The  revenue  was  £1,137,  as  against  £832  in  1900.  The 
expenditure  was  £4,267  (including  £3,866,  mail  subsidy,  tee 
par.  6),  as  against  £2,901  in  1900. 

The  money  orders  issued  in  the  Colony  on  the  TJnited  Kingdom 
amounted  to  £9,870,  aa  against  £6,742  in  1900. 

The  sale  of  pofttage  stamps  realised  £907,  as  against  £636 
in  1900. 
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Falslakd       Telegraphic  communications  are  received  by  post  from  Monte- 
!"•*""»»     video. 

'  The  telephone  from  Stanley  to  the  lighthonse  was  in  woridng 

order  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

32.  The  f oUowing  are  the  postal  atatistics :  — 
Postal  Statiatics. 


Posted. 

DetiTered. 

1 

II 

1 

g 

II 

t 

1 

Lattere,         ) 
PoBtoarfB  J 

Boo^&o.f 
Ptunelfl       ... 

10,423 
1,234 

224 

5,928 

707 

5 

16,361 

1,941 

229 

14,644 
M),129 
2,168 

2,813 
1,211 

17,457 
51,570 
2,188 

760 

34,668 
33,311 
2,417 

Total  1901 

11,881 

6,640 

18,521 

*6,961 

4,0S4 

51,015 

760 

70,286 

Total  1900 

11,660 

1,026 

12,685 

48,702 

4,965 

55,667 

2,926 

69,268 

IX.— NAVAL  AND  MILITARY. 

33.  The  volunteer  rifle  corps  numbered  three  officers  uid  97 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men,  the  capitation  grant  earned 
was  jGIOO.  The  corps  made  considerable  strides  in  numbers  and 
efficieni^  under  the  able  instruction  of  Sergeant-major  Watt, 
who  arriTed  from  England  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  On 
account  of  their  occupations  many  men  cannot  attend  drills  as 
often  aa  is  desirable.  Their  shooting  is  generally  good,  and 
during  the  year  the  War  Office  presented  the  corps  with  two 
2'6  field  guns  and  100  Lee-Enfield  rifles,  in  place  of  the  old 
Martini-Henrys. 

A  recreation  room  and  canteen,  the  need  for  which  waa 
pointed  ont  in  my  report  for  1900,  has  now  been  established. 

The  range  is  very  badly  placed,  but  the  Admiralty  have  Icindly 
agreed  to  hand  the  present  naral  range  over  tc  the  Golimial 
Government  when  the  new  one  is  completed. 
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34.  Work  waa  actively  continued  on  ihe  naval  coaling  depot     Falei.ani 
undei-  the  supevinteudence  oi  Mr.  Geo,  P.  Hayes  of  the  Admiralty,      ^.'^Y** 


X.— GENERAL. 


!J5,  The  year  was  fairly  prosperous,  except  for  the  continued 
low  price  of  wool.  The  very  large  Savings  Bank  dej^its  and 
money  order  remittances  testify  to  the  general  well-being  of 
the  people. 

36.  The  rate  of  wages  are  about  as  follows :  — 

Shepherds — ^60  to  £72  a  year,  with  free  lodging,  horse, 

and  mutton. 
Labourers — £ii  to  £7  a  month,  or,  if  on  daily  pay,  8d. 

an  hour,  and  Is.  an  hour  overtime. 
Boys  in  training — £Z  to  £5  a  month. 
Shearai'8— 15j.  pei'  100  aheep. 
Shipwrights — If.    an   hour;    Ifit.  id.  a  day   for   ship 

work. 
Joinei-g- — Is.  an  hour ;  His.  id.  a  day  for  «hip  work. 
Blacksmiths— Is.  an  hour ;   10s.  a  day  for  ship  work. 
Stonemasons — Is.  an  hour ;  XOs.  a  day  for  ship  work. 
Mariners,  on  coasting  trade — £5  a  month. 
Dcunestic  servants — 30j.  to  40a.  a  month. 

'J7.  The  labour  market  cannot  be  said  to  be  over-stocked,  and 
the  Admiralty  import  Italian  and  Austrian  labourers  from 
Argentina  for  work  on  the  naval  depot.  Some  farmers  also 
import  Italian  shearers  on  contract  work. 

38.  The  prices  of  stock  and  produce  are  about  as  follows :  — 
Horses— £6  to  £20;   average  £14. 
Cattle— £1  to  £5;  average  £2. 
Sheep— 4j.  to  7$. ;  average  bs. 
Wool--4rf.  to  Gd. 

•39.  The  aTerage  prices  ^or  main  articles  of  consumption 
are;  — 

Wheaten  Flour— Per  bag  of  100  lbs.,  18s. 
Wheaten  Broad— Per  lb.,  2^d. 

Milk,  fresh — Per  quart,  8d.  to  Is.  (the  supply  is  limited). 
Butter— Per  lb.,  2s.  Sd.  to  2s.  Gd. 
Beef— Per  lb.,  bd. 
Mutton— Per  lb.,  2d. 

AU  other  articles  from  50  per  cent,  to  100  per  cent, 
above  English  prices. 
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FaliikUtd  40.  Were  tiiere  mors  houses  and  a  good  hotel  in  Stanley,  aiul 
iBtANDB,  if  the  Pacific  Company  could  be  induced  to  lower  their  rates 
of  passage  money  between  the  Colony  and  MtuiteTideo,  it  is 
probable  that  many  resideiits  of  the  latter  place,  or  of  Buenos 
Aires,  would  Tiait  Stanley  in  the  summer  months  as  a  he^th 
resort.  The  iarea  are  at  present — first  class,  £14  to  £16 ;  return, 
a  fare  and  a  half;  second  class,  £10;  return,  double  fare;  and 
the  voyaffe  only  takes  four  days. 

W.  Hart  Bennett, 

Admiaiatrator. 

Goverumeut  Huuse,  Stanley, 

Falkland  Islands,  22Qd  May,  1902. 
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No.  331. 

FIJI  . 

ItEPORT    FOR   1900. 

(For  Baport  for  1899,  ut  Ko.  296.) 


VTMentrli  te  botti  Kousen  of  HacUanunt  bs  HEommanli  of  Sts  ^airats. 

Sfptember  1901. 


LONDON: 

FBTNTED    FOB    HIS    HAJESTT'S    STA.TIONEBT    OFFICE, 

Bt  DABLINO  a  son,  Ltd.,  84-10,  Bacoh  Brans,  E. 


*ni  32,  ABTHgPOH  Stbut,  WisncnnnB,  f 
or  OLITEB  t  BOTD,  Btatmnau; 
or  £.  FONSONBT,   116,   Gbatton  Stbut.  Sitbuv. 


[Cd.  788-1.]     i'Wtrli^i. 
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The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majesty's 
Colonial  Possessions  have  been  isaaed,  and  majr  be  obtained  from 
the  sources  indicated  on  the  title  pa^e  : — 


No. 

Colony. 

Year. 

307 

Ceylon 

1899 

308 

Leewarf  Islaada           

309 

3t.  HeleDa         

310 

Rritish  Honduras         

311 

St.  Lucia 

312 

St.  Vincent        

313 

1899-^1900 

314 

Hong  Kong       

SouSern  Nigeria         

1899 

316 

1899-1900 

316 

(itenada 

1899 

317 

Jamaica 

1899-1900 

318 

British  Guiana 

319 

1900 

320 

1899-1900 

3-21 

Lagos      

1900 

322 

Bermuda 

323 

St.  Helena         

324 

Sierra  Leone     

3-25 

Gambia 

326 

Barbados            

327 

Bahaniaa 

328 

Turks  and  Caioos  Islands       

329 

Malta      

330 

Straits  Settlements      

" 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Snbjeot. 

1 

Gold  Coast        

Economic  Agricnltnre. 

Znluland 

Foresta 

3 

Sierra  Leone      

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

6 

Hong  Kong        

Bubonic  Flagae. 

7 

Newfonndland                

Mineral  B&sourcea. 

Western  Pacific 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Dominjpa 

Agriculture. 

Viri^in  Islands 

Condition  during  1897. 

Grenada  ... 

Agricnlture  in  Carriacon. 

Anauilla 

Vital  Statistics,  1898. 

14 

Bahamas 

Fibre  Industry. 

15 

Legal  Status  of  British   North 
American  Indiana. 

16 

Miscellaneous  Colonies 

Medical  RBporta. 
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No  331. 

FIJI. 

<Tor  Report  for  1«99.*wXo  Wfi.i 


OoTEBNOK  Sis  Q.  T.  M.  O'Bbien  to  Mk.  Chahbeblain. 

OoTerament  House, 

Suva,  Fiji, 

18tii  June,  1901. 
Six, 

I  have  i^e  iioaoiir  to  state  that  Beven  copies  of  the  Fiji 
Blue  Book,  for  the  year  1900,  are  being  forwarded  to  you  per 
hook  post  by  this  mail,  and  to  enclose  coj^  of  a  report  thereon 
by  Mr.  Allardyce,  the  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary. 

I  have,  Ac, 

G.  T.  M.  O'Beien, 

Governor. 


»742»— 76— S/I901     V/t.      163     Da 
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BLUE    BOOK  REPORT  "FOR  1900. 


I  have  the   honour  to   avtbmit  tlie   following  report  on  the 
Blue  Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1900. 


A. — Gtneral  Revenue  and  Expenditu/re. 


The  following  atatement  shows  the  amount  of  Revenue  r 
ceived,  under  the  various  heads,  for  the  years  1900  and  1899;- 


Head  of  RsTenne. 

1900. 

1899. 

£       «. 

d. 

£       ». 

d. 

Costoma 

66,932  11 

5 

62,631    7 

0 

Port,  Wharf^e,  and  Lighthonse  Dues 

4,785  13 

4 

4,221    3 

5 

Native  Taxes     

19,295    3 

6 

20  767  U 

6 

Licenses,  EjcGise,  and  Internal  BeTenae, 
not  otherwise  dassified. 

8,646  12 

3 

7,889    4 

6 

Fees  of  Court  or  Office,  Payments  for 
SpeciBc    Services,  and    Beimbnwe- 
menta  in  aid. 

8,325    4 

7 

8,351  U 

U 

Post  Office         

2,679  10 

2 

2,647    2 

« 

Eent  of  Government  Property 

491     2 

9 

577     I 

3 

Interest  

177  IS 

4 

300    0 

0 

Miscellaneous  Receipts 

1,209  19 

2 

1,058  13 

8 

111,543  13 

6 

98,343  15 

8 

Land  Sales  and  Prcmia  on  Leases     ... 

26    4 

3 

277  12 

0 

Total £ 

111,568  17 

9 

98,621    7 

8 
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The   followinfr  is  a  Btatement   of  the   Expenditure   for   Qie        Fiji, 
yeara  1900  aad  1899,  under  tiie  rariooB  heads :  —  1900. 


Head  of  Espenditare. 

1900. 

1899. 

£       '. 

il. 

£       .. 

d. 

Charges  on  Account  of  Public  Debt  ... 

9,301  10 

1 

9,281     5 

1 

Penaii>nR 

2,195  17 

8 

2,020    7 

0 

The  Governor  and  Legislatnre 

2,713  If; 

4 

2.673  14 

7 

Colonial  Secretary's  Department 

1,450    6 

6 

1,419    5 

6 

1,510    9 

2 

1,529    6 

8 

662    5 

U 

688    6 

7 

Postal  Department       

1,192    3 

1 

2,045  17 

6 

7,425    8 

4 

7,556    0 

U 

Treasury 

3,540    2 

6 

3,560    4 

6 

Customs  Department 

2,916    6 

0 

2,716    5 

11 

1,877    7 

11 

1,599    8 

1 

Im migration  Department        

7,223  13 

4 

6,669    3 

7 

Jndicial  and  Legal  Departments 

8,608  17 

6 

8,677  16 

3 

PoUce  Department       

2,956    1 

7 

2,918    4 

4 

Armed  Native  Constabulary 

2.315     1 

10 

2,436  10 

7 

Prisons  Department     

3,76  B  17 

6 

3,759  11 

4 

5,697  19 

11 

4,706  19 

3 

HospiUI  and  Lunatic  Asylum 

2,716    4 

4 

2,935  11 

6 

Bdncation          

1,.359    8 

9 

1,603  12 

5 

Transport            

1,492  13 

3 

1,295    6 

4 

Transport— Special  Eepairs 

— 

1,068    7 

5 

MiscellineouB 

5,905    3 

9 

1,683  19 

1 

1,652  11 

7 

1,749  13 

0 

Public  Works,  Annually  Rocnrrent  ,,, 

2,371  16 

6 

1,889  10 

' 

80,874    3 

4 

76,484    7 

6 
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The    total   Beveaue  and    Expenditure   during  each  of   the 
past  five  years  is  bIiowq  in  the  following  statement :  — 


Year. 

1          Sevenne. 

I 

j 

d. 

£      $.    d. 

1    1896 

73,868  18 

9 

73,099    3    1 

1     1897 

74,491  16 

1 

73,231  U    0 

1     1898 

94,146  15 

6 

87,594    8    6 

i    1899 

.  1       98,621    7 

8 

95,567  13    2 

'     1900 

1 

.  i      111,568  17 

' 

100,022    7    fi 

The  Revenue  for  1900,  £111,568  ITs.  9d.,  stands  as  a  record. 
The  only  previous  year  in  which  the  Revenue  exceeded  £100,000 
was  1883,  when  it  amounted  to  £105,586.  In  that  year, 
however,  certain  casual  receipts  were  included,  amounting  in 
all  to  £14,702.  The  actual  Revenue,  therefore;  only  amounted 
to  £90,884. 

The  principal  increase  in  the  Revenue  is  under  the  head  of 
Customs,  and  is  due  to  improvement  in  trade. 


C. — Asiets  and  Liabilities. 

The  statement  of  the  Assets  and  Liabilities  of  the  Colony  at 
Slat  December,  1900,  shows  that  on  that  date  the  excess  <^ 
Assets  over  Liabilities,  or  the  accumulated  surplus  to  the  credit 
of  the  Colony,  amounted  to  £32,642  13a.  4d. 


'D.—Pvhlic  Debt. 

The  Public  Debt  of  the  Colony  at  31st  December,  1900, 
amounted  to  £200,535  16«.  6*;.  Of  this  amount,  £94,435  16*.  (W. 
is  an  advance,  without  interest,  from  Imperial  Funds,  which  is 
being  repaid  at  the  rate  of  £1,040  bs.  \.d.  per  annum.  The 
remainder  consists  of  £106,100  Debentures,  bearing  interest 
at  4^  per  cent.  A  sum  of  £1,500  per  annum  is  applied  to  the 
redemption  of  these  Debentures.  The  interest  on  Debentures 
as  redeemed  is  applied  to  the  further  reduction  of  the  debt. 
During  1900  the  Public  Debt  was  reduced  hj  £4,640  5*.  Yd. 
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E. — Curtmmf.  Pur, 

The  legal  tender  currency,  and  the  only  coin  in  circulation,        

is  British  sterling.  The  amount  of  coin  in  circulation  is  esti- 
mated at  £70,000.  Hiere  is  no  G'ovemment  note  issue.  The 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  has  two  branches  in  the  Colony,  at  Suva 
and  LeTuka. 

T. — Mvmeipal  Hevenue  and  Empaiditure. 

The  following  statements  show  the  Revenue  and  Expenditure, 
during  the  last  five  years,  of  the  Suva  and  Levuka  Town  Boards 
and  the  Suva  and  Levuka  School  Boards :  — 


Suva  Town  Board. 

Levaka  Town  Board. 

Tear. 

BeT«nQe. 

EzpenditDre. 

Bevenne. 

Expenditure. 

S, 

£ 

£, 

£ 

1896       ... 

1,680 

1,506 

1,238 

1,129 

1897       ... 

1,609         1          1,662 

879 

995 

1898       ... 

1,603         ]          1,600 

980 

976 

1899       ... 

1,710         '          1,639 

1,511    - 

1,511 

1900       ... 

1,644         1          1,529 

1,627 

1,606 

Suva  Scbool  Board. 

Leruka  Scfaool  Board. 

Tear. 

Revenue. 

EzpenditDTe. 

Bspeoditure. 

G. — Debts  of  Municipalities. 
The  Municipal  Boards  have  no  power  to  borrow  i 
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II.  Trade,  Aobicultdse,  akd  Insustbies. 


A. — Imports  and  Exports. 

The  following   8tat«inent  sIiowb   the  value  of   the  principal 
items  of  import  during  the  paat  two  yearB :  — 


Nature  of  Import. 

1699. 

190a 

£ 

£ 

Bacon  and  hanu 

1,303 

1,623 

B^is  and  Dtig&r-mats        

7,*24 

8,586 

Boer            

2,905 

3,240 

Books         

1,080 

1,061 

Boots  and  ahoes 

3,549 

4,185 

Breadstnffs  and  biscuits 

17,553 

21,902 

Butter  and  ghee 

4,279 

6,982 

■Coal 

10,082 

8,802 

Corf»ge      

1,724 

2,278 

Catlwy       

1,640 

3,019 

D»P«7      

55,082 

67,257 

Dn«<          

2,770 

4,121 

Fish 

2,908 

2,787 

Furniture 

1,660 

2,727 

-Oalvaitised  iron  and  goods          

7,080 

11,823 

-Q^laaaware  und  crockery 

1,671 

2,459 

Hardn-are 

13,916 

23,277 

Iron— bar,  rod,  sheet,  rails,  and  pipes 

8,012 

10,385 

1.628 

2,23Q 

2,007 

3,328 

-Uve  stock 

8,292 

23,358 
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A. — Importa  and  Exporti. — cont. 


NatDCe  of  Import. 

1899. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

Machinery 

16,477 

7,996 

Muihinery— wnncaltanl 

2,068 

2,976 

Manure       

3.574 

4,678 

Meats          

9.699 

11,901 

■OUa 

7.366 

10,076 

PicklBB  and  oiktorea        

516 

694 

Pamta         

1,856 

2,349 

Prodooe      

G09 

1,173 

Eice            

6,041 

9,245 

Ship  chwdlery      

1,405 

2,888 

Soap          

724 

833 

Spirits        

3,837 

4,536 

Stationery 

2,241 

3,049 

^^«^          

2,456 

1,503 

Timber       

6,402 

15,234 

Tobacco      

2.356 

2,703 

Vegetables  and  green  frait         

2,323 

2,966 

Wines         

1,458 

2,080 

Woodeaware         

901 

1,664 

Moat  of  the  items  in  the  ahove  list  ehov  increaseB  over  the 
year  1899,  notably  breadstnfEs  and  biscuits,  £4,349;  drapery, 
£12,176 ;  galvanised  iron  and  poods,  £4,743";  hardware,  £9,361 ; 
live  stock,  £16,066;  oils,  £2,710;  rice,  £3,204;  timber,  £9,832. 

The  increase  in  breadstufEs  and  drapery  show  an  improved 
spending  power  by  the  natives;  the  increase  in  live  stock  was 
•caused  by  a  large  importation  of  mules  for  the  Colonial  Sugar 
Refining  Company. 
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KiJi,  The  followii^  table  sKowb  the  value  of  the  total  importa  and 

1900.       exports  during  the  past  five  years:  — 


1900  ... 


242,492 
248,748 
234,850 
263,044 
349,890 


435,342 
431,860 
634,105 
481,866 


The  bulk  of  the  goods  imported  into  this  Colon;  come  from 
Sydney,  and  there  is  no  means  of  t«lling  whether  they  are  of 
British  or  foreign  manufacture.  There  is  a  falling  off  in  the 
importation  of  timber  and  canned  fruits  from  the  United 
States,  the  tendency  being  to  import  these  goods  from  Canada 
and  Australia  respectively. 

The  staple  products  of  the  Colony  are  sugar,  copra,  green 
&uit,  and  Colonial  distilled  spirit.  The  quantity  and  value- 
of  these  exports  during  the  past  five  years  have  been  as 
follows :  — 


T««. 

Sv. 

Copn. 

Green 
Fruit. 

Colonial 
DistUled  Spirit. 

Qomlity. 

TaliM. 

Qnantitj. 

Value. 

y»Ine. 

Qnuitity. 

Talne. 

18« 

27,334 

336,929 

Tond. 

5,487 

£ 

48,950 

£ 

18,488 

G»Uon». 

78,890 

£ 
10,163 

1897 

26,991 

323,830 

7,767 

70,182 

16,514 

15,041 

1,18» 

1898 

34,166 

409,884 

6,474 

63,140 

25,478 

111,088 

13,886 

1899 

28,403 

340,602 

7,228 

73,421 

30,606 

132,440 

16,343 

1900 

32,961 

393,987 

16,605 

151,701 

28,112 

158,224 

28,83» 

The  total  value  of  &b  exports  for  1900  exceeds  that  of  1899 
by  £137,980.  Prior  to  1900  the  highest  total  reached  by  the 
exports  was  in  1894,  when  tiiey  amounted  to  £681,662. 

The  large  increase  in  the  export  of  copra  is  due  partly  to 
the  fact  that,  owing  to  the  scarci^  of  shipping,  there  was  a 
considerable  quantity  of  copra  produced  in  1899  but  not  ex- 
ported till  1900.     After  making  allowance  for  this  factor,  the 
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i]uaiitity  of  copra  produced  in  1900  amonnts  to  some  13,185 
tone,  whicli  is  a  large  increase  on  any  previoua  year.  This 
increase  is  due,  in  conjunction  with  a  good  seaeon,  to  increased 
native  production,  a  result  of  the  measures  recently  initiated 
by  Govemment  for  the  betterment  of  the  Fijians.  Large 
quantities  of  cocoanute,  which  were  formerly  left  to  rot  on  the 
ground,  are  now  made  into  copra  by  the  natives. 

B. — Mine*,  Manufactures,  and  FisKernes. 

There  are  at  present  at  work  in  the  Colony  five  sugar  mills, 
with  a  nominal  daily  output  of  204  tons  of  dried  sugar;  one 
tea  factory,  with  a  capacity  of  a  daily  output  of  400  Iba.  of 
dried  tea ;  twelve  boat-huUding  yards ;  one  soapwork ;  and  four 
sawmills. 

C. — Agrieult/wral  Industries  and  Botanical  Stations. 

The  cultivation  of  sugar  forms  the  principal  agricultural  in- 
•dustry  of  the  Colony.  The  Colonial  Sugar  Refining  Company, 
Ltd.,  owning  three  mills  in  this  Colony,  are  the  largest  pro- 
ducers. A  fourth  mill  will  shortly  be  erected  by  this  Company 
at  Lautoka,  in  the  Island  of  Titi  Levu,  where  land  has  been 
leased  and  is  now  being  brought  under  cultivation.  In  the 
Labasa  district  the  experiment  of  growing  sugar  cane  on  re- 
claimed mangrove  swfunps  is  being  tried.  The  process  of  re- 
clamation costs,  on  an  average,  something  over  £10  an  acre, 
hut  the  prospects  of  a  return  have  been  deemed  sufficiently 
promising  by  the  Company  to  warrant  its  making  the  experi- 
ment with  a  large  area  which  has  been  leased  to  it  at  a  pepper- 
corn rent.  The  total  area  of  land  under  cane  cultivation  is 
estimated  at  19,376  acres,  from  which  were  produced  280,213 
tons  of  cane. 

The  following  statement  gives  the  particulars  available  as 
to  the  cultivation  of  sugar  cane  by  Fijians  during  1900:  — 


District. 

Area. 

Quantity. 

Valne. 

Acres. 

1          Tons. 

£ 

Bewa 

.'.32     ■ 

;           9,633 

4,626 

Labwa 

..|        u, 

723 

343 

Ba  ... 

-i     «» 

1           1.317 

770 

Ra  ... 

..  1             99 

1           2,034 

92J 

Kavua 

-1              "■ 

1 

1,7J0 

546 
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An  important  feature  in  the  sugar  industry  ia  the  cultivation 
of  cane  b;  Indian  coolies  who  have  completed  their  term  of 
indenture.  At  Rewa  they  cultivated,  during  1900,  1,077  acres, 
producing  18,399  tons  of  cane,  valued  at  £9,473.  At  Navua 
they  cultivated,  during  the  same  period,  1,921  acres,  producing 
24,087  tons  of  cane,  valued  at  £12,516. 

During  the  last  three  years  Qovemment  has  acquired,  under 
the  Settlements  Fund,  certain  blocks  of  land,  aj^gregating  6,790 
acres,  which  have  been  divided  into  small  holdings,  and  con- 
siderable areas  have  now  been  leased  at  a  nominal  rent  to 
Indian  immigrants  whose  terms  of  indenture  have  expired 
with  a  view  to  inducing  them  to  remain  in  the  country.  The 
annual  rental  at  present  obtained  from  the  blocks  leased  aggre- 
gate £334.  These  monies  are  retained  for  the  purchase  of  ad- 
ditional blocks  in  other  suitable  localities.  In  the  Labasa 
district  some  525  acres  are  leased  to  173  lessees,  who  cultivate 
rice,  maize,  tobacco,  and  vegetables.  The  lessees  have  the  use, 
in  common,  of  grazing  land  for  their  cattle,  upon  payment  of 
agistment.     They  own  some  520  head  of  cattle. 

There  is  a  botanic  station  at  Suva,  from  which  economic 
plants  are  supplied  to  planters  free  of  cost.  During  1900,  the 
following  were  among  the  plants  so  issued :  — 

3,097  cacao  pluLts,  1,500  coffee  plants,  1,100  vanilla  plants, 
300  allspice  plants,  2^&  clove  plants. 

D. — Land  Grants  and  Oeneral  Value  of  Land. 

The  total  area  of  Crown  land  is  small,  not  exceeding  7,000 
acres.  The  area  of  land  held  by  Europeans  under  Crown  Grant 
is  424,149  acres.  One  Crown  Grant  was  issued  during  the 
year  for  150  acres.  Land  may  be  leased  from  the  native  owners, 
through  the  Crown.     The  annual  rental  varies  from  3s.  to  15t. 

E, — Shipping. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number,  tonnage,  and 
nationality  of  the  steam  and  sailing  vessels  entered  and  cleared 
at  the  two  ports  of  entry  during  the  years  1899  and  1900 :-  - 
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The  total  Shipping,  inwards  and  outwards,  during  tlie  ] 
five  years,  ie  shown  in  the  following  statoment:  — 


Tear. 

I        Entered. 

Cleared. 

Total 

1896 

115,470 

115,586 

281,056 

1897           

i         124,128 

123,887 

248,015 

1898           

j         133,762 

139,767 

266,519 

1899           

128,791 

126,666 

255,447 

1900           

96,909 

93,911 

190,820 

III.    LEGISL\TIO:f. 

The  following  are  the  principal  Ordinances  passed  during 
1900:  — 

II.  Criminal  Procedure  Ordinance,  1875,  Amendment  Ordin- 
ance. Provides  that  persons  included  in  any  Assessors'  List 
may  also  he  included  in  any  List  of  Jurors.  It  has  heen  found 
that  after  the  Assessors'  List  had  heen  prepared  a  very  poor 
Jury  List  was  left. 

III.  Whipping  Ordinance.  Introduced  by  direction  of 
:he  Secretary  of  State.  Limits  the  nnmbeE  of  strokes  which 
may  be  ordered  to  twenty-four. 

IT.  Census  Ordinance.  Makes  provision  for  the  taking  of  a 
Census  of  the  Colony  on  31st  March,  1901. 

VT.  Customs  Duties  Ordinance,  1898,  Amendment  Ordinance. 
Exempts  from  duty  oils  imported  as  fuel  for  oil  engines. 
It  is  expected  that  this  coneession  will  be  of  great  benefit  to 
interinsular  trade. 


IV.  Education. 

The  Public  Education  Ordinance,  1890,  provides  for  the  elec- 
tion of  School  Boar^  within  constituted  districts  (at  present 
only  Suva  and  Levuka  are  so  constituted).  The  expenses  of  the 
Boards  are  paid  out  of  the  School  Fund  of  each  district,  con- 
sisting (1)  of  an  annual  grant  on  the  average  attendance,  on 
a  scale  fixed  by  the  GK>vernor-in-Council,  and  (2)  of  a  contri- 
bution from  the  rating  authorities  of  the  amount  required  for 
school  purposes  beyond  the  Government  grant.  Education  is 
free  to  children  within  the  school  districts  between  six  and 
fourteen  years  of  age.  The  subjects  of  an  ordinary  English 
education   are   taught,     "ntere  are  two  common  schools  under 
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^686  School  Boards,  one  in  Suva,  with  three  teachers  and  116 
Bcholars,  and  one  in  Levuka,  with  two  teachers  and  69  scholars. 
These  schools  are  inspected  annually  by  an  Inspector  from  the 
Education  Department  of  Tictoria. 

There  are  also  three  Boman  Catholic  schools  for  Europeans 
in  the  Colony,  vith  an  attendance  of  139. 

The  education  of  the  natives  throughout  the  group  is  entirely 
provided  for  hy  the  Wesleyan  and  Roman  Catholic  Missions. 
The  former  have  1,463  schools,  with  2,977  teachers  and  25,610 
scholars.  The  latter  have  167  schools,  with  191  teachers  and 
1,826  scholars. 


V.    GoVEENltENT    INSTITUTIONS. 

A. — Hoipitali. 

There  is  a  hospital  at  Suva  maintained  by  Government,  It 
ia  under  the  charge  of  a  Resident  Medical  Officer,  assisted  by 
two  European  nurses.  During  1900  there  were  1,322  patients 
admitted,  including  86  Europeans.  The  Revenue  for  the  year 
amounted  to  £2,211  3«.  2d.,  and  the  Expenditure  (including 
the  salary  of  the  Resident  Medical  Officer)  to  £2,874  9s.  Ud. 

■   There  are  also  five  provincial  hospitals,  to  which  reference 
is  made  under  the  head  of  "  General  Observations." 


B. — Asylums. 

The  lunatic  asylum  at  Suva  is  under  the  charge  of  an 
European  warder.  The  Chief  Medical  Officer  is  Superintendent. 
There  were  nine  admissions  and  iive  discharges  and  six  deaths 
during  the  year,  leaving  13  inmates  on  31st  December,  1900. 
Revenue,  £189  13j  9d. ;  Expenditure,  £491  14*.  bd. 


VI.  Judicial  Statistics. 

A. — Police. 

The  Police  ^orce  in  the  two  towns  of  Suva  and  Levuka  consists 
-of  one  European  Inspector,  one  European  Sergeant,  one  Native 
Inspector,  two  Native  Sergeants,  three  ]\^ative  Corporals,  one 
Indian  and  24  Native  Constables,  under  the  control  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Police.  In  addition  to  the  above  there  are 
the  Rural  Police,  consisting  of  three  European  Sergeants,  13 
Native  Sergeants,  and  33  Native  and  Indian  Constables,  under 
ihe  control  of  the  Magistrates  in  the  various  districts. 
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B, — Pritons. 

There  are  two  gftols,  one  at  Suva  aad  oue  at  Levuka,  under 
the  chaise  of  the  Superintendent  of  PHbohs.  There  are  also 
Raola  at  each  o£  the  Tarioua  Magistrates'  stations.  All  priaonen 
serving  sentenccB  exceeding  4^ree  months,  and,  in  the  case 
of  certain  adjacent  districts,  one  month,  are  sent  to  Suva  gaol. 
The  total  number  of  prisoners  committed  to  Suva  and  Levuka 
gaols  during  1900  vaa  946.  Prisoners  are  employed  on  public 
works,  roads,  and  as  boats'  crews. 


C. — Criminal  Statitties. 

The  total  number  of  offences  reported  to  the  Police  and 
Magistrates  during  1900  was  8,799.  Of  these  708  were  offences 
against  the  person,  387  were  larceny,  148  were  offences  against 
property,  and  7,656  were  otiher  offences — jaincipally  breaches 
of  die  Labour  Ordinances  by  Indian  immigrantB.  Of  the  8,799 
cases  reported,  2,969  were  dismissed,  6,776  were  dealt  with 
summarily,  and  64  were  committed  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
During  the  year  two  persons  were  sentenced  to  death  for  murder. 


Til.  Vital  Statistics. 

The  following  stat«flLent  shows  the  population  as  estimaied 
at  31st  December,  1900,  compared  with  tlie  1891  census  re- 
turns:— 


CUm. 

5tb 

Ceneneof 
April,  1891. 

Efltimateo 
31flt  December 

1901. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1,273 

763 

2,036 

2,841 

1,681 

4,522 

Half-outes 

529 

547 

1,076 

656 

652 

1,308 

Indians    

4,998 

2,470 

7,468 

10,630 

4,737 

15,367 

PolynedanR 

1,923 

344 

2,267 

1,638 

284 

1,922 

BotnmanB 

1,056 

1,163 

2,219 

1,014 

1,148 

2,192 

Fijians     

56,445 

49,355 

105,800 

51,993 

45,716 

97,709 

Others      

143 

171 

314 

610 

700 

1,210 

ToteU 

66,367 

54,813 

121,180 

69,312 

54,918 

124,230 
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The  above  Egarea  show  a  large  decrease  iu  the  native  popula- 
tion. For  1900  the  decrease  waa  estimated  at  769,  the  nuiabeT 
of  births  during  the  year  being  3,616,  while  the  deaths  num- 
bered 4,386.  The  birth  rate,  3T  per  mille,  and  the  marrii^e 
rate,  14'17  per  mille,  compare  favourably  with  those  of  other 
Colonies.  The  death  rate,  however,  was  44'87  per  mille.  The 
principal  factor  of  the  high  death  rate  is  the  excessive  mortality 
amongst  infants.  The  measures  which  have  been  undertaken 
with  a  view  to  reducing  the  heavy  death  rate  are  referred  to 
under  the  head  of  "  General  Observations." 


B.—PubUe  Health. 

Epidemics  of  influenza  and  dengue  fever  occurred  throughout 
the  year,  and,  in  conjunction  with  whooping>cough,  were  re- 
sponsible for  the  high  mortality  amongst  native  children.  The 
occurrence  of  bubonic  plague  in  New  South  Wales  and  New 
Caledonia  necessitated  tlie  enforcing  of  strict  quarantine  regula- 
tions. Measures  were  also  taken  for  improving  sanitary  con- 
ditions and  destroying  rats.  The  total  cost  of  quarantine  and 
plague  precautions  amounted  to  £4,439,  including  the  erection 
of  the  necessary  quarantine  and  isolation  buildings,  and  the 
purchase  of  two  punts,  an  oil-engine  launch,  and  a  fumigator. 

The  European  death  rate  is  exceptionally  low,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  table,  w'hich  compares  favourably  with  the 
statistics  of  other  Colonies :  — 


Ts.r. 

Knropean 
Popnlfttion. 

Deaths. 

De»th-me 
per  1,000. 

1OT8           

2.000 

43 

21-5 

1881            

2,671 

An 

10-84 

1884           ...    '    ... 

3.6i;7 

59' 

16-54 

1887           

2,1(1.-. 

SI 

14-72 

1890          

2,059 

35 

16-99 

1893           

2,474 

25 

10-1 

1896          

3,292 

31 

9-41 

18ff7          

3.401 

SO 

8-82 

mif-       

3.927 

30 

7-64 

1899          

4,373 

26 

594 

1900          

4,622 

28 

619 
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C. — Sandtation. 

There  are  only  two  European  towns  in  the  Colony,  neither 
of  which  have  any  aystam  of  drainage,  beyond  that  naturally 
provided  by  their  being  situated  on  hills  near  the  sea.  Scaveng- 
ing is  done  on  the  dry-earth  system.  The  heavy  rainfall  doea 
much  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  Colony. 


D. — Climate. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  89'87  inches,  the  greatest 
daily  rainfall  being  6"36  inches.  The  highest  temperature  in 
the  shade  was  93  on  the  5th  February  and  the  lowest  69'9  on 
the  20th  June.  The  prevailing  winds  are  south-easterly  and 
easterly. 


VIII.    POSTAI.. 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service. 

The  following  statement  contains  the   particulars  for  1900 
of  the  Postal  Service  of  the  Colony:  — 


—     1  1 

United  Kingdom.  |      Other  Places. 

1 

From. 

To. 

From. 

To. 

•Letters  «nd  port 
cards. 

283,370 

9,199 

7,773 

73,542 

56,405 

430,289 

180,663 

35,417 

2,698 

107,517 

10,832 

337,017 

Book  packets,  swn- 

33,853 

4,365 

818 

14,600 

4,162 

57,798 

ParcelB     

Telegrams 

395 
D 

59 
eapatchod 

1,024 

155 
SecMved 

1,635 

•Including  Hegistered               6,490                       6,422 
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Money  Orders  were  issued  and  paid  in  the  Colon;  as  foUovB 
during  1900 :  — 


— 

iBsned  in  the 
Colony. 

Ptiid  in  tbe 
Colony. 

Uiut«»d  Kingdom          

Other  Coloniw  and  Foreign  Countries 

£      >.    d. 
715  10    8 

4.086    0    9 

JE      ».    d. 
Ill    7    6 

505    3    3 

Total        £ 

4,805  11    5 

616  10    9 

A  telephone  line  has  been  constructed  from  Suva  to  Ba,  & 
distance  of  120  miles. 


IX.   MiLITABT    'FOBCES   AND    EZPENDITUKE. 

C . — Vohtnteeri. 

There  is  a  Volunteer  Force  in  the  Colony,  numbering  213 
officers  and  men.  The  Expenditure  on  uniforms,  ammunition, 
&c.,  for  1900,  amounted  to  f  243  11*.  ll<i. 


D . — Camtahvlary. 

In   addition  to  the  above-mentioned  force  there  is  a  body 
of    armed  Native    Constabulary,   numbering  120  officers   and 


X.  Genebal  Observations. 
Mefm4  of  Communieation. 

Beyond  the  municipal  boundaries  of  Suva  and  Levuka  ther» 
are  few  roads  fit  for  wheeled  traffic,  though  bridle  paths  exist 
eveirywhere.  Attention  has  lately  been  given  to  the  making  of 
roads  and  bridging  of  rivers  and  creeks  throughout  the  Colony 
A  properly  metalled  road  from  Suva  to  Rewa,  a  distance  of 
some  14  miles,  is  now  in  course  of  construction. 

Owing  to  the  insular  nature  of  the  Colony,  the  principal 
means  of  communication  is  by  water.  TTiere  is  daily  com- 
munication by  steam  launches  between  Suva  and  the  sugar 
districte  of  Rewa  and  N  avua.  There  is  also  a  bi-weekly  service 
from  Suva  to  Levuka  and  Ba.  Communication  between  ike, 
vanoos  islands  is  maintained  by  a  steamer  and  a  fleet  of  173 
small  sailing  vessels,  of  which  105  are  owned  by  natives. 
»"2 
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The  demaiid  for  labour  on  plantatioas  has  been  met  by  bha 
introduction  of  Indian  cooliea.  During  1900,  3,275  Indian  im- 
migrants arrived  in  the  Colony,  and  403  returns  left  for  Cal- 
cutta. There  are  at  present  some  16,3G7  Indians  in  the  Colony, 
of  whom  5,860  are  serving  their  first  indenture.  The  average 
cost  of  introduction  varies  from  £17  to  £23  for  each  adult.  Ho 
is  recruited  in  India  through  the  usual  emigration  agency 
system,  and  comes  to  Fiji  for  ten  years,  five  of  which  he  spends 
in  the  service  of  his  original  requisitioner,  and  the  second  fiva 
as  a  free  man,  working  where  and  how  he  pleases.  At  the  end 
of  ten  years  he  becomes  entitled,  with  his  wife  and  family, 
to  a  free  passage  to  India  at  the  expense  of  the  general  revenue 
of  the  Colony. 

Public  Works. 

The  expenditure  on  public  works  during  1900  (exclusive  of 
establishments)  amounted  to  £20,409  5j.  lid.  In  addition  to 
this  a  sum  of  £8,352  14*.  bd.  was  expended  from  deposits  made 
in  1898  and  1899,  making  a  total  expenditure  for  the  year  of 
£28,7fi2  Os.  id.  The  principal  works  undertaken  were :  —Main- 
taining and  constructing  Government  buildings,  £8,390  16j.  Id. 
(including  construction  of  three  provincial  hospitals,  with 
doctors'  quarters,  £3,428  lis.  d. ;  and  Stipendiary  Magistrates' 
and  doctors'  quarters,  Customs  House,  and  other  buildings  at 
the  new  port  of  Lautoka,  £2,533) ;  Rewa  delta  water  supply 
(extending  previous  scheme  to  26  towns),  £5,067  13s.  Id. ; 
water  supplies  to  certain  villages  in  Tailevu  Province, 
£1,933  5*.  9d. ;  water  supplies  to  various  native  towns, 
£1.235  9s.  lid.;  construction  of  new  roads,  £1,681  4*.  9d.; 
bridges,  £1,860  11*. ;  wharves,  construction  (the  extension  to 
Suva  wharf  will  permit  vessels  drawing  27  feet  to  lie  alongside 
at  low  water),  £7,336  16*.  8d. 


FtUure  Prospects  of  Trade. 

In  1900,  the  four  products,  sugar,  copra,  green  fruit,  and 
Colonial  distilled  spirit,  made  up  over  98  per  cent,  of  the  total 
export  trade  of  the  Colony.  The  principal  minor  exports  are 
peanuts,  beche-de-mer,  vanilla,  and  cocoanuts.  Such  products 
as  coffee,  cocoa,  limes,  lemons,  ginger,  and  spices  do  not  appear 
on  the  list  of  exports.  They  can  all  be  produced  in  the  Colony, 
but  the  coBt  of  labour  militates  against  their  being  raised  and 
exported  at  a  profit.  During  1900  an  area  of  some  115  acres 
has  been  planted  with  cacao.  A  sample  of  Fijian  grown  cocoa 
was  valued  in  the  London  market  at  75*.  per  cwt. 
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The  climate,  thoagh  warm  and  moist,  ia  healtliy,  and  not 
unsviited  to  Europeans.  Manual  work  is  principally  performed 
by  coloured  labour,  Europeans  being  employed  as  skilled 
labourers   and  oTeraeers. 

The  following  are  the  average  rates  of  wages :  — Carpenters, 
painters,  coopers,  blacksmiths,  14j.  per  day;  overseerB,  ^80  to 
i;^00,  with  quarters. 

With  a  view  to  improving  the  condition  of  the  Fijians,  four 
Provincial  Inspectors  were  appointed  in  1899,  each  having  charge 
of  two  provinces.  In  1900,  three  provincial  hc^pitals,  with 
doctors'  quarters,  were  erected,  and  two  of  these  are  now  in 
working  order,  under  the  charge  of  European  Provincial  Medical 
OfRcers.  In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  two  Provincial 
hospitals,  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  natives,  under  the  charge 
of  District  Medical  Officers.  An  annual  contributi<Hi  is  made 
by  the  natives  of  the  provinces  concerned  towards  the  up- 
keep of  these  five  hospitals,  llie  duties  to  which  the  Pro- 
vincial Inspectors  have  given  their  attention  are  the  proper 
housing  of  the  people,  the  improvement  of  water  supplies,  the 
proper  care  of  infants  and  sick  persons,  and  the  improvement 
in  the  condition  of  women.  It  has  been  found  that  in  many 
cases  two,  and  sometimes  three,  or  even  four,  families  were 
inhabiting  a  single  house,  which  in  Fiji  invariably  consists  of 
but  a  single  room.  The  first  duty  of  the  Provincial  Inapectors 
has  therefore  been  to  secure  a  separate  house  for  each  mai-ried 
couple,  and  to  this  end  5,733  houses  have  been  erected  since 
1899  in  the  eight  provinces  under  their  control.  The  amount 
of  money  which  the  natives  have  received  from  various  sources 
haa  been  largely  increased  latterly,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
during  1900  they  had  some  .£140,000  at  their  disposal. 

The  Finances  of  the  Colony  are  in  a  sound  condition.  After 
making  adequate  provision  for  public  works  and  the  repayment 
of  loans,  the  Revenue  for  1900  exceeded  the  Expenditure  by 
£11,546  IOj.  3rf.  The  accumulated  balance  to  the  credit  of  the 
Colony  on  31st  December,  1900,  amounted  to  £32,642  13j.  id. 
This  sum  will  be  available  in  the  event  of  a  deficiency  occurring 
at  any  time  owing  to  a  severe  hurricane  or  other  unforeseen 


"W.  L.  Allasdtce, 
Assistant  Colonial  Secretary, 
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Ko.  366. 


FIJI. 


BEPOET    FOR    1901. 

(For  Report  for  1900,  see  No.  331.) 


9tt»mtti  to  both  $muu0  at  ^silisvxtnl  h^  Commcnli  of  $ie  Jftajestj;. 
OcioACT- 1902. 


^  LONDON: 

7BINTED   FOB    HIS    MAJEETTY'S    STjLTIONBBT    OFFICE. 
Bx  SABUNG  A  SON,  I/td.,  34-U,  B.tooK  Stbut,  E. 

And  to  be  pnTchaaad.  ather  dirscUy  or  through  uij  BookMllar,  horn 

ETBE  &  BPOTTI8WOODE.  EA«r   Husnts   Brun,  E^.xn  Snnr,  B.<L, 

and  33,  AxnraDoii  Stbkbt,  WivrunanB,  S.W.; 

or  OUVEB  1  BOTD,  EsorsuxaH; 

or  B.  FONWNBT,  116.   Qiumon  Btbut,  DVHa. 


LOd.  788^.]    Price  Hd. 
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The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majesty's 

Colonial  Poaaessione,  have  been  issued,  and  may  be  obtained  from 

the  sources  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 

ANMtJAL. 


No. 

Colony. 

Year. 

345 

Grenada 

1900 

M6 

Northern  Nigeria         

1900-1901 

347 

British  Bolomon  lalands 

348 

B^h  dniana '.'.'.        '.'.'.        '.'.'. 

1900 

349 

1900-1901 

860 

St.  Vincent        

1900 

361 

Jamaica 

1    1900-1901 

352 

CocosMauda 

1        1901 

363 

Bontbem  K^eria         

i        1900 

354 

Bennnda            

1        1901 

355 

Gftmbia 

356 

Falkland  Islands          

357 

Northern  Territories  ot  the  Gold  Coaat      , 

358 

Malta      

369 

Gibndtar           

360 

361 

Sierra  Leone     



,, 

362 

Bri&h  Hondntaa         

363 

" 

364 

SeychellM          

365 

Baha-ruw 

1901-1902 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

_^1 

Colony. 

Sabjcet. 

1 

Gold  Ooaat       

Economic  Agricoltnie. 

2 

Znlnland 

PoreBts. 

3 

Sierra  Leone     

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Canada   

Emigration. 

5 

Sisal  Indnatry. 

fi 

Hong  Eong       

Newfoundtnd 

Bnbonic  Plagne. 

7 

8 

Western  Pacific 

British  Solomon  Isbnds. 

9 

Dominica           

Agriculture. 

10 

Virgin  Islands 

Condition  during  1897. 

11 

Grenada 

Agricultore  in  Carriaoou. 

12 

AngoiUd 

Vital  Statistics,  1898. 

13 

Cook  Islands     

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Bahamaa 

Fibre  Industry. 

16 

Canada    

Legal  Status  of  Britiah  North 
American  Indiana. 

16 

MiscellaneonBColoaica 

Medical  Reports. 

17 

Gilbert  and  £llic«  Islands      ... 

Keport  for  1896^1900. 

18 
19 

HoDgKong       

Miscellaneona  Colonies 

Openlions  in  New    Territory 
daring  1900. 
Medical  Eeportj. 

20 

WeiHuWm 

Genua)  Report. 
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(Fat  Report  for  1900,  fw  No  S3t.) 


Actnra  GoTBKHOK  AxLASDYCE  to  Ms.  Chaubebiain. 

GoTwnment  House, 

Suva,  Fiji, 

16ili  Aoffost,  1902. 

I  HATE  the  li(Hioiir  to  state  that  two  copiee  of  Uie  Blue- 
Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1901  are  being  forwarded  to 
yoa  nnder  separate  cover  by  this  mail,  and  to  enolose  herewith 
copy  of  H  report  thereon  by  Mr.  Sutherland,  the  Acting  Assistant 
Coltaiial  Secretaiy. 

I  have,  Ac., 


IS622'-7S-9;i9(>2     Wt  8R6I6     D  fc  S-6 
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BLUE  BOOK  REPORT  FOR  1901. 

I  iLftTe  the  honour  to  BQbmit  the  folloving  report  on  the  Bine 
Book  of  lihiB  Colony  for  the  year  1901 :  — 

I.— FINANCIAL. 
(A.)  Geneeal  Eevenoe  and  Expbndituke. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  amonnt  of  roTeaiae  received, 
under  the  Tarious  heads,  for  the  years  1901  and  1900 :  — 


Head  of  Bevenne. 

1901. 

1900. 

CmtomB 

Port,  WLarfage,  and  Ligbthoose  Dnes 

Native  Taxes     

Licenses,  Excise,  and  lotemal  Rerenue, 

not  otherwifta  classified. 
Fees  of  Court  or  OfBce,  Payments  for 

Specific   Services,  and    Beimbnrse- 

menls  in  ud. 

Post  Office         

Bent  of  Government  Property 
Intemt ...        ... 

£        L     d. 
66,876  10    2 

4,853  U  10 
19,171  16    7 

9,036    1    9 

8,046    6    6 

3,076    8  10 
657  U  10 
566  15    4 

1,508  19    1 

£       $.    d. 
66,932  11    6 

4,786  13    4 
19,296    3    6 

8,646  12    3 

8,325    4    7 

2,679  10    2 
491    2    9 
177  16    4 

1,209  19    2 

Land  Sales  and  Premia  on  Leases     ... 

113,792    7  11 
61    0    0 

111,543  13    6 
25    4    3 

Total £ 

113,853    7  U 

111,568  17    9 

The  following  ia  s  sfatemeoit  of  the  eocpenditure  for  the  years 
1901  and  1900,  under  the  rarious  heads: — 


1901. 

1900. 

£       ,.    d. 

£       ».    d. 

Ohawes  on  Account  of  PnbKc  Debt ... 

9,286  16    1 

9,301  10    1 

PenmnnB 

The  Governor  and  Legislatnre 

2,634  16    S 

2,713  16    4 

Government  Printing  Cfffioe 

1,213    6    1 

1,460    6    6 

1,768    8    2 

1,510    9    2 

-     7O0  19    1 

682    6  11 

Postal  Department       

1,217    4    0 

1,192    3    1 

6,986    0  11 

7.426    8    4 

Treasury 

3,768    8  n 

3,540    2    6 

3,138    2  11 

2,916    6    0 

1,862  19    3 

1,877    7  11 

Carried  forward    ,       ... 
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Expenditure — cont. 


1901. 

1900. 

- 

£        .     rf. 

£        t.    A. 

Brongiii  forwua 

7,997    4  11 

Judicial  Sid  Legal  Departments 

PoliQB  Department       

2,686    7    9 

2.316    1  10 

3,478  16    8 

HMiokl  Department 

7,311  10    3 

Hoepital  and  Lnnatic  Aajlnm 

2,866  16  11 

Truwport          

Hisoellaneou* 

1,607  13    6 

1,492  13    3 

I.SIS     1    2 

5^906    3    9 

Luida,  WoiIb,  and  SarreT  Department 
Public  Wotk*  AAuaaU;  Beennent    ... 

1,711    9    6 

1,662  11    7 

7,286  13    9 

84,616    8    5 

80,874    t    4 

20,156  17  10 

19,148  . 4  ,2 

Total         

104.973    6    3 

100,022    7    6 

Tbe  total  nrenne  •od  ezpeaditam  daring  eadi  of  the  put  five 
yean  i«  sliown  in  the  following  sta.tem«it :  — 


Tear. 

Bevenae. 

Expenditure. 

1897        

1898        

1899        

1900 

1901        

£      t.    d. 
74,491  16    1 
94,146  16    6 
98,621    7    8 
111,668  17    9 
113,853    7  11 

£      f.    A 
73,231  U    0 
87,594    8    6 
96,667  13    2 
100,022    7    6 
104,973    6    3 

The  reruiiie  for  1901,  -m.,  £113,853  7(.  lid.,  agwA  shows  an 
increase  orer  that  of  all  in^riooB  jears.  It  exceeds  that  of  l&OO- 
by  £2,284  10*.  U. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  mcrea«e  is  chiefly  due  to  the 
Customs  and  Postal  Departments,  and  may,  therefore,  be  regarded 
as  indicative  of  growing  commercial  activity. 


(B.)  Assets  and  Liabilities. 

The  statement  of  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Colony  at 
31st  December,  1901,  shows  that  on  thart  date  the  excess  of 
assets  over  Uabilitiea,  or  the  accumnlated  surplus  to  the  credit  of 

the  Coloar,  amounted  to.  £41,491  12«.  9^  

126?2  A  s 
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(C.)  Pdblic  Debt. 

Tlie  Pablio  Debt  of  the  Colony  at  Slat  December,  1901, 
amounted  to  £196,095  lit.  bd.  Oi  this  amount,  £93,395  11«.  bd. 
is  an  advance,  without  interest,  from  Imperial  funds,  which  is 
beii^f  repaid  at  the  rate  of  £1,040  6j.  Id.  per  a-nnnm.  The  re- 
mainder consists  of  £10S,T00  debentores,  bearing  interest  at 
4^  .per  cent.  A  sum  of  £1,500  per  annum  is  applied  to  the 
redemption  of  these  debentures.  The  interest  on  debentures  so 
redeemed  is  applied  to  the  further  reduction  of  the  Debt  During 
1901  the  Public  Debt  was  reduced  by  £4,440  6».  Id. 

(D.)   CUBBEHGT   AND   BaNKIHQ. 

The  Isgal  tender  current^,  and  the  only  coin  in  circulation, 
is  British  sterliuf^.  The  amount  of  coin  in  circulation  is  eq- 
uated at  £70,000.     There  is  no  Government  note  issue. 

The  Bank  of  New  Zealand  has  two  br&nohes  in  the  Colony,  at 
Suva  and  Levuta,  and  the  Bank  of  Xew  Soutix  Wi^es  has 
recently  opened  a  branch  in  th©  Colony  at  Suva. 

(E.)  Municipal  Revenue  and  Expenditubk. 
The  following  statements  show  the  revenue  and  expenditure, 
during  the  last  five  years,  d  the  Suva  and  Levuka  Town  Bou^ls, 
And  the  Suva  and  Levuka  School  Boards :  — 


Suva  Town  Board. 

Levuka  Town  Bo»rd. 

Tew. 

Eovenue. 

Expendituce. 

KeTenne. 

Ezpenditate. 

1897  ... 

1898  ... 

1899  ... 

1900  ... 

1901  ... 

£ 
1,609 
1,603 
1,710 
1.644 
1,994 

£ 
1.662 
1,600 
1.G39 
1.629 
2,095 

£ 

879 

980 

1,611 

1,627 

2,036 

£ 

995 

976 

1,611 

1,606 

1,963 

SuTO  ScLool  Bowd. 

LevDka  School  Boud. 

BeTenue. 

Expenditnre. 

Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

729 

726 

722 

542 

769 

716 

648 

719 

681 

569 

667 

758 

8«I9 

768 

757 
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(F.)  Debts  of  MuNicrFALiTiES. 
The  lliuicipal  Boards  h&ve  no  power  io  bonow  mttney. 


IT.— TRADE,  AGRICULTURE  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

(A.)    lUFOBTa    AND    EXPURTS. 

The  lollowing  Htatemetit  shorn  the  value  of  the  principal 


ilems  of  import  duriog  the  past  two  years :  — 

Nfttore  of  Import. 

1900. 

1901. 

£ 

£ 

Bacon  and  haiDB 

hb-i3 

1.536       ■ 

Beer           

3,240 

3,188 

Boots  and  shoes 

4,1  fl5 

3.968 

Breadatnaa  and  bieomto 

21.wO:2 

22,197 

Butter  and  ghee 

(>.6I8 

Cement       

l!l6S^ 

2,920 

CoalB           

8,m-2 

13,064 

Cutlery       

3,01  il 

2,583 

67,257 

61,564 

Drag*          

4,158 

4,153 

Pish 

2,787 

3,651 

Farniture 

2;727 

2254 

Oalvanised  iron  and  good*          

12,014 

10,180 

Glaaa^are  and  croekery 

2,459 

2,584 

Hardware 

23,277 

29,470 

Iron— bar,  rod,  sheet,  rails,  and  pipes 

10.385 

15.322 

Jewellery    ...        ...        .„        ...        

2,236 

2.400 

Leatherware          

3,328 

2,811 

Livestock 

28,358 

6,390 

Machinery  ...        

7,996 

6,926 

2,976 

6.697 

Maniue       

4,678 

4.655 

Meats          

U,901 

11.4; 0 

Oils 

10,075 

10.743 

Pickles  and  oibtores        

694 

733 

Faints         

2,349 

2,400 

Prodnce      

1173 

1,710 

Eice            

9,246 

8,585 

Ship  chandlery     

2,868 

3,948 

Spirits        

4,535 

5,414 

Stationary 

3,049 

3,2:i2 

Sugar          

1,503 

1,361 

iSber       

15,2»4 

17,129 

Tobaooo     

2,703 

2.963 

Vegetablea  and  green  fruit         

Winee         

2,966 
1680 

3,850 
1,816 

Among  thb  items  showing  the  largest  incTeaaes,  the  following 
may  be  noted— cement,  £1,761;    ooal^  ^,262;    fish,  £864; 
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ihBrdware,  ^£6,193 ;  iron  goods,  £4,937 ;  agrioultaral  macbiiieiT, 
£4,731;   ship  chandlery,  £1,060;   timber,  £1,889. 

Oq  soTeral  liiieB  decreases  are  sliown,  tmt  the  only  item  calling 
for  special  note  is  that  of  live  stock,  which  hae  iaUen  ofE  to  tlie 
extent  of  £16,967.  This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  in  1900 
a  special  shipment  of  mules  valued  at  seme  £20,000  was  made 
from  America  by  the  Colonial  Sugar  Befining  Company,  and 
swelled  the  figures  under  this  head  far  abore  the  normal 
standaid. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  total  imports  and 
exports  during  the  past  five  years : — 


Tew. 

ImpoTti. 

Exports. 

£ 

£ 

1897 

248,748 

431,860 

1898 

234,860 

534,106 

1899 

263,044 

1900 

1901 

361,183 

548,806 

The  qnantily  aoxd  value  of  the  staple  products  of  the  Colony 
exported  durii^  the  past  five  years  are  given  in  the  subjoined 
table:  — 


Sngar. 

Copra. 

Green 
Fruit. 

Colonial 

Teat. 

Quantit;. 

Taloe. 

Quaatit;. 

Valne. 

Taloe. 

Qnantitj. 

TalQo. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

£ 

GaUoiu). 

£ 

1897 

26,991 

323,830 

7,767 

70,162 

16,614 

15,041 

1,180 

1898 

94,156 

409,884 

6,474 

63,140 

25,478 

111,088 

13,886 

1899 

28,403 

340,602 

7,228 

73,421 

30,606 

132,440 

16,343 

1900 

32,«61 

393,987 

15,605 

151,701 

28,112 

158,224 

20,009 

1901 

107,372 

23,175 

There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  total  value  of  exports  of  scone 
£70,000.  The  lines  of  produce  chiefly  accountable  for  this  are 
copra,  £44,329;  sugar,  £13,832;  green  fruit,  £4,937;  amd 
Colonial  distilled  spirits,  £2,777. 

Copra,  however,  through  heavy  stoets  carried  forward  from 
1899,  increased  the  exports  for  1900  to  an  abnormal  extent,  so 
that  the  quantity  exported  in  1901,  ,*.e.,  10,626  tons,  may  b© 
taken  as  approximately  the  present  annual  output  of  the  Colony. 

The  falling  ofE  in  green  fruit  may  be  ascribed  to  the  detri- 
mental effect  of  the  Commonwealth  Tariff,  which  for  some  months 
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imposed  adnt;  of  2i.  per  cental  on  bananas,  and  entirely  stopped 
tie  exportation  to  New  South  Wales.  The  dnty  has  now  been 
Tediiced  by  half,  viz.,  to  Is.  per  cental,  with  the  result  that  the 
ixadB  hae  been  reflnmed. 


(B.)  MANtr?ACTDRE8,   MiNES,   AND   FiSHERI&S. 

The  appended  taible  gives  the  Tarions  mills,  factories,   &c., 
established  in  this  Colony,  and  their  nominal  daily  output. 


Tea  factory 
Soap  fsctory       ... 
Tabaooo  tuciorj  ... 
Bo&tbniMing  ^uxls 
Saw-mills 


Aggr^ate  aomioal  daily  output. 


i  304  tons  dried  sugar. 
400  lbs.  dried  tea. 
12  ewt.  Bosp, 
2,500  cigars. 


The  value  of  pearl  shell  exported  during  the  year  was  £937 ; 
tortoise  shell,  £1,152;  beche-de-mer,  £2,667. 

The  cultivation  of  sugar  forms  the  principal  agricultural 
industry  of  the  Colony,  The  Colonial  Sugar  Bfl£ning  Company, 
Limited,  of  Sydney,  are  the  largest  producers.  They  own  three 
mills  in  the  Colony.  A  fourth  is  being  erected,  and  is  expected 
to  start  cnishing  in  1903.  It  is  situated  at  Lautoka,  in  the  Island 
of  Yitilevu,  about  20  miles  from  the  same  company's  Ba  Mill, 
and  the  large  areas  of  land  in  its  vicinity  are  already  under  caae 
cultivation.  The  experiment  of  cane  growing  on  reclaimed 
mangrove  swamp  is  still  being  extensively  carried  on  in  the 
Labasa  District,  and  seems  to  promise  very  satisfactory  returns. 

The  total  area  of  land  in  the  Colony  under  cane  cultivation 
is  estimated  at  37,399  acres,  from  which  were  produced  291,629 
tons  of  cana. 

The  following  statement  gives  the  available  particulars  rela- 
tive to  sugar  cane  cultivated  by  natives  during  1901  :■ — 


District. 

Area. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Aoret. 

Tons. 

£ 

Rewa          

8,082 

Labasa       

191 

1,418 

904 

Ba 

122 

2,406 

1,681 

Ba 

105 

V72 

461 

Navua        

42 

613 

214 
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In  addition  to  naitiTe  and  European  cultivation  tlie  sugar 
industry  ia  eztensiTely  carried  on  in  aome  districtft  by  time- 
expired  Indian  immigrantB  wko  have  settled  on  amall  holdioge 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bugar  mille.  In  the  Aewa  District  during 
1901  they  cultivated  1,046  acreg,  producing  17,292  tonB  of  cane 
valued  at  £9,281,  and  at  Maivua  an  aggregate  area  of  3,427 
acres,  from  which  32,655  tons,  valued  at  £17,458,  were  cut. 

The  lands  acquired  by  the  Crown  under  the  Settlements  Fund 
for  the  settling  of  Indian  immigrants  who  have  completed  their 
term  of  indenture  now  comprise  some  7,000  acres.  At  Labaaa, 
in  particular,  these  lands  are  eagerly  taken  up  by  the  Indian 
labourers  from  the  adjacent  sugar  estates  sb  soon  as  their  terms 
of  service  have  expired.  They  cultivate  rice,  maize,  tobacco, 
and  vegetables.  A  large  number  of  cattle  are  owned  by  them, 
and  they  supply  the  Europeans  as  well  as  their  own  countrymen 
with  fresh  milk. 

The  Botanic  Station  at  Suva  was  enriched  during  1901  by 
several  importations  of  tropical  seeds  and  plants  for  purposes  of 
prop^ation  and  distribution.  Some  9,000  plants  were  supplied 
free  of  charge  to  planters  and  otihers  during  the  year.  Amoiigst 
them  were  the  following :  — 


Several   varietiea   of  rubber  are  now   being    raised  in    the 


(D.)  Land  Gkants  and  General  Value  op  Land. 

The  total  area  of  Crown  land  does  not  exceed  7,000  acres.  The 
area  of  lamd  held  by  Europeans  under  Crown  grant  is  424,129 
acres.  Land  is  extensively  leased  to  European  and  other  settlers 
1^  the  native  owners  through  the  Government.  Every  facility 
is  afforded  by  the  latter  towards  the  opening  up  and  utilisation 
of  such  lands  as  are  not  occupied  or  actu^ly  required  by  the 
native  owners.     The  annual  rental  varies  from  3*.  to  £1  per  acre. 


(E.)  Shipping. 

The  following  taible  represents  the  number,  nationality,  and 
tonnage  of  the  steam  and  sailing  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at 
the  porta  of  entry  daring  the  yeora  1900  and  1901 : — 
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Veuelt  Entered  and  Cleared, 


1 

EQterad. 

OlMied. 

mtiomJity.i^P- 

»ia 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

No. 

Tonn. 
7e,332 

No. 

Tom. 

No. 
72 

Toiw. 
73,826 

"1 

80 

Toiu. 

Britiih    ... 

Steun 

75 

Al 

91,170 

86,694 

Sailing 

17 

89ft6 

Ifi 

2,081 

14 

S 

1,191 

a 

1,289 

3 

1,289 

1 

777 

1 

NorwegUn 

1.1 

9,171 

It; 

10,H7 

9,596 

8,941 

Tongui  ... 

1 

46 

1 

608 

1 

"608 

ItaHan     ... 

1 

436 

_ 

1 

436 

~ 

~ 

TLe  total  shipping,  inirarda  and  outwards,  dnring;  the  past  fiT» 
years  is  shown  in  the  following  statement: — 


Tear. 

Entered. 

Olesred. 

ToUl 

TOBB. 

Tons. 

124,128 

123,887 

248,015 

1898           

198,762 

132,767 

1899           

128,791 

126,656 

255,447 

1900           

96,909 

1901            

106,711 

99,590 

205,801 

III.— LEGISLATION. 


The  only  special  legiBlation  onacted  during  1901  was  Ordi- 
nance No.  II.  "  To  make  farther  ProTision  foi  the  Peace  and 
Good  Order  of  the  Colony."  For  the  preseoti,  however,  action 
under  this  Ordinance  has  tteen  deferred. 


IV.— EDUCATION. 


The  PnbUc  Education  Ordinance,  1890,  prondes  for  the  elec- 
tion of  School  Boards  within  conertituted  districtB  (at  present, 
only  SaTa  and  Leruka  are  so  constituted).  The  expenses  of  the 
Boards  are  paid  out  of  the  "  School  Fund "  of  each  district, 
-consiBting  (1)  of  an  annual  grant  by  Government  «n  the  averse 
attendance,  on  a  scale  fixed  by  the  GovemMvin-Oouncil,  and 
^3)  of  a  contribution  from  the  rating  authorities  ot  the  amount 
required  for  echoed  purposes  beyond  the  Government  grant. 
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Edacntion  is  frae  to  children  within  the  kIlooI  districtB  between 
6  and  14  yean  of  age.  The  snt^ects  of  an  ordinaiy  Engliiii 
education  are  taught.  There  are  two  common  schooU  under 
these  School  Bou^b,  one  in  Suva  with  lihree  teachers  and  108 
scholars,  and  one  in  Levuka  with  two  teachers  and  76  scholars. 
These  schools  are  inspected  annual^  by  an  inspector  from  Him- 
Education  Department  of  Victoria. 

There  are  also  three  B«man  Catholic  schools  for  Enropeans  in 
the  Colon;,  with  an  attendance  of  220. 

The  education  of  the  natives  throng'hout  the  group  is  entirely 
provided  for  by  the  Wesleyan  and  Romam  Catholic  Missions. 
The  former  have  1,411  sohooh,  with  2,598  teachers,  and  33,301 
scholars ;  bhe  latter  have  160  schools,  with  198  teachers,  and 
1,849  scholars. 


v.— GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 
(A.)  Hospitals. 

There  is  a  hospital  at  8nv8  maintained  1^  Government.  It 
is  under  the  charge  of  a  Resident  Medical  Officer,  assisted  by  four- 
European  nurses,  the  whole  being  supervised  1^  the  Chief 
Medical  Officer.  During  1901  there  were  1,167  patients  ad- 
mitted, including  93  Europeans. 

The  revenue  for  the  year  amounted  to  J£2,ld0  3*.  Od.,  and  the 
expenditure  (including  the  salary  of  the  Resident  Medical  Officer) 
to  £3,870  3s.  8d. 

There  are  also  five  provincial  hospitals,  to  which  reference  is . 
made  under  the  head  of  "  General  (rtwervations." 

(B.)  ASTLDMS. 

The  lunatic  asylum  aft  Suva  is  under  ^e  charge  of  a  Eurc^an 
warder.  The  chief  medical  officer  is  superintendent.  There 
were  10  admissions  and  two  dischai^es  and  one  deal^  during  the 
year,  leaving  20  inmates  on  3l8t  December,  1901.  Revenue, 
£126  93.  9d. ;  expenditure.  £669  3j.  td. 


VI.— JUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 

(A.)  Police. 

The  Police  !P<m;e  in  the  two  towns  of  Suva  and  Levuka  con- 
sists ai  two  EnropesoL  inspecion,  three  native  sei^eants,  thre& 
native  corporals,  one  Indian  and  26  native  constables,  under  the 
control  of  the  Superintendent  of  Police.     In  addition   to  the- 
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abava,  tltere  an  the  rural  fH^oe,  oouiatiBg  oi  three  Bonpean 
•ergeantg,  13  nfttive  sergeonta,  and  45  nartiTe  aod  Indian  jOoh* 
stables,  under  the  oootrol  of  the  magiitrates  in  the  Tiaiona 
diatnoto. 

(B.)  Phisokb. 

There  are  two  gaola,  one  at  Snva  and  one  at  Leruka,  nnder  the 
charge  of  the  Superintendent  of  Friaons.  There  are  also  gaols 
at  each  of  the  various  magistrates'  stations.  All  priHoners  < 
servii^  sentenoes  exceeding  three  months,  and,  in  the  ca«e  of 
certain  adjacent  districts,  one  month,  are  sent  to  Snra  C^l. 
The  total  nnmher  of  prisoners  committed  to  Suva  and  Lemka 
gaols  dttring  1901  was  887.  Prisoners  mn  emplojed  on  pnblio 
-works,  roads,  and  as  boats'  crews. 


(C.)  Cbiminal  Statistics. 

The  total  number  of  offences  reported  to  the  polics  and  magis- 
trates during  1901  was  8,216.  Of  these,  875  were  ofFences 
against  the  person,  620  were  larceny,  168  wem  offences  against 
property,  and  6,653  were  oiiher  offences,  prinoipall;  br«aches 
of  the  Labour  Ordinance  by  Indian  immigrants.  Of  the  8,216 
cases  reported,  2,410  were  dismissed,  6,729  were  dealt  with 
Bommarily,  and  77  were  oommitted  to  iihe  Supreme  Court. 
During  the  year  seven  persona  were  sentenced  to  death  for 
murder. 


VII.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  statonent  shows  the  population  as  estimated 
at  31st  December,  1901,  compared  witii  the  1901  Census 
returns: — 


CensuH  of 

Estimate  on 

Slat  March,  1901. 

Slat  Decembet,  1901. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Halea. 

Femalea. 

.TotaL 

1,631           928 

2.459 

1,545 

946 

2,491 

HkU-caetea 

759          757 

1,516 

754 

1,532 

Indiuu    

11,353       ^752 

17.105 

12,259 

6,198 

18,457 

Polynadang         ... 

1,584   :       366 

1,950 

1,603 

RotumaQB 

1,036   1     1,194 

1,021 

PijiwiB     

OtWs      

60,357      44,040 

94,397 

254    1       213 

254 

217 

Totab 

66,874    1  53,250 

120,124 

67,458 

63,489 

120,947 
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The  aiboTe  flgniea  ahow  a  large  decreaee  is  the  native  popula- 
tion. For  1901  the  decreue  wm  estimated  at  896,  the  number 
of  births  daring  the  year  being  3,362,  while  the  deatiis  num- 
bered 4,268.  The  birth  rate  waa  33'69  per  mille,  the  marriage 
rate  woa  22*41  per  mille,  and  the  death  rate  66'92  pwr  mille. 

The  hi^h  death  rate  is  still  unftatuuately  traceable  to  ih» 
abnormal  infant  mortality  amoi^  the  natives. 


(B.)  Public  Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  Colony  has  been  good.  InflaenEB' 
and  dengue  fever  were  common  at  certain  aeaaons,  bat  no  serioot- 
epidemic  or  infectious  disease  hae  been  prevalent.  The  most 
careful  precautions  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the  introdnction 
of  bubonic  plague  from  Australia  or  New  Zealand,  and  quaran- 
itine  regulatioiig  have  been  strictly  enforced  where  necessary, 
l^e  mesBures  infrtituted  for  the  destruction  of  rats  were  sus- 
tained. 

A  new  leproserie  for  the  segregation  of  lepers  haa  been  erectAd* 
on  the  ]bland  of  Beqa. 

The  European  population  at  31st  December,  1901,  is  eati- 
mated  at  2,491.  The  deaths  during  the  year  numbered  30, 
which  is  at  the  rate  of  12*4  per  mille. 

Fiji  compares  fsivourably  with  other  tropical  countries  in  this- 
respect,  inasmuch  as  the  rate  is  exceptionally  low,  and  the  Colony 
may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  healthy  in  the  tropics. 


(C.)  Sanitation. 

There  are  only  two  European  towns  in  the  Colony,  neither  of 
which  has  any  ^stem  of  drainage  beyond  that  naturally  pro- 
vided by  their  being  situated  on  Mils  near  the  sea.  Scavenging 
is  done  on  the  diy-earth  system.  The  heavy  rainfall  does  much 
to  preserve  tiie  health  of  the  Colony. 


(D.)  Climate. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  119'07  inches,  the  greatest- 
daily  rainfall  being  8'23  inches  on  the  16th  Febmaiy.  The 
highest  temperature  in  the  s'hade  was  94*2*^  oa  the  23rd  Jajiuary, 
and  the  lowest  610°  on  the  3rd  September.  The  piBvailing 
winds  are  south-easterly  and  easterly. 
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Till.— POSTAL,  TELEGRAPH,  AND  TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 

T]i6  following  statement  contains  the  particulars  for  1901  of 
the  postal  service  of  the  Colon; :  — 


1 

External. 

— 

United  Kingdom.  1      Other  PUces. 

1 

from.        To.     ^   From. 

To. 

"Letters  &nd  post 
caide. 

Nevepapera 

Book  packet*,  sam- 
ples ukdcircu  Ian 

FucelB     

Telegnma 

293,292 

180,899 
34,089 

9,341  1     7,819 

1 
32,000        3,481 
4,581  1        965 

400  1          74 

76,133 

107,976 
14,850 

2,107 

59,899 

13,841 
4,148 

207 

445,484 

338,197 
68,623 

2,788 

Deepatched. 
•Inclnding  Begistered  7,121 


Money  orders  were  issued  and 
dnrinerlSOl:  — 

paid  in  the  Colony  as  follows 

Isgned  in  the 
Colony. 

Paid  in  the 
Colony. 

United  Kingdom          

Other  Coloraes  and  Foreign  Oonntries 

£      g.    d. 

974    4    7 

4,906  17    6 

£      ».    d. 
192    4  10 
693  13    3 

Total        £ 

6,881    2    1 

885  18    1 

IX.— MILITARY  FORCES  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

(A.)   VOLnNTEBRS. 

There  is  a  Yolunteer  Force  in  the  Colony,  numbering  187 
officers  and  men.  The  exp^iditure  on  uniforms,  ammunition, 
Ac,  for  1901  amounted  to  £391  7s.  8d.,  as  gainst  £243  Us.  Ud. 
in  1900. 

(fi.)   COKSTABDLABT. 
In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  force,  there  is  a  body  of 
armed  native  constabuluj,  numbering  118  officers  and  men. 
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X.— GENERAL  OBSEEVATIONS. 
Means  op  Commonication. 

Beyond  the  municipal  bound&ries  of  Suva  and  Levuka  there 
are  few  roads  fit  for  wheeled  traffic,  though  bridle  paths  exist 
everywhere  Considerable  attention  has  lately  been  given  to  the 
making;  of  roads  and  bridging  of  riven  and  creeks  throughout 
the  Colony.  A  metalled  road  from  Suva  to  Rewa,  a  distance 
of  some  14  miles,  is  now  open  and  has  been  largely  used  b;  the 
travelling  public.  This  road  connects  wilih  other  roads  on  the 
left  bsmk  of  the  river  by  means  of  a  pontoon  ferry. 

Owing  to  the  insular  nature  of  thfe  Colony  the  principal  means 
of  communication  is  of  necessity  by  water.  There  is  daily  com- 
munication by  steam  launches  bettween  Suva  and  the  sugar 
districts  of  Rewa  and  Navua.  There  is  also  a  weekly  service 
from  Suva  to  Levuka  and  Ba.  Communication  between  the 
various  islands  is  maintained  by  a  steamer  and  a  fleet  of  161 
small  sailing  vessels,  of  which  94  are  owned  by  natives. 

Ihmiobatioh. 

Daring  1901,  2,430  Indian  immigrants  were  introduced  into 
the  Colony,  and  516  returns  left  for  Calcutta.  There  are  at  * 
present  some  18,469  Indians  in  the  Colony,  of  whom  7,033  are 
serving  their  first  indenture.  The  cost  of  introduction  per  adult 
in  1901  was  estimated  at  £14  lOi.,  bnt  the  actual  cost  was  only 
£12  17*.  lO^d.,  a  lower  figure  thaa  any  previous  year.  The 
labourer  ia  recruited  in  India,  through  the  usual  emigration 
agency  system,  and  comes  to  Fiji  for  10  yeaira,  five  of  which  he 
spends  in  the  service  of  his  original  requisitioner,  and  the  second 
five  as  a  free  man,  working  where  and  how  he  pleases.  At  the 
end  of  10  years  he  becomes  entitied,  with  his  wife  and  family, 
to  a  free  passage  to  Indisi  at  the  expense  of  the  general  revenue 
of  the  Colony. 

PnBLIC    WOEKS. 

The  expenditure  on  public  works  during  1901  (exclusive  of 
establishments)  amounted  to  £27,443  11*.  Id.  In  addition  to 
this,  a  sum  of  £5,027  Is.  bd.  was  expended  from  deposits  made 
in  1889  and  1900,  making  a  total  expenditure  for  the  year  of 
£32,470  13j.  The  principal  works  undertaken  were — main- 
taining and  constructing  Government  buildings,  £7,272  I  Is.  8d. ; 
water  supplies,  £4,013  5*.  id.;  new  roads,  £2,180  18s.  8*?.; 
bridges,  £2,834  8*.  dd. ;  renewing  and  repairing  wharfs, 
£3,754  0*.  2d. ;  lighthouses,  £2,709  12*.  3d. 

Fdtueb  Peospects  OF  Trade. 

In  1901  the   four   products,   sugar,   copra,  green   fruit,  and 

Colonial  distilled  spirit,  ma<|e  up  over  97  per  ceret,  of  the  total 

export  trade  of  the  Colony.     The  principal  minor  exports  are. 
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cocoanats,  peanuts,  beche-de-mer,  pearl,  ftbell,  maize,  tuiHe 
shell,  and  Taiiilla.  Such  products  as  coffee,  cocoa,  limee,  lemmis, 
ginger,  and  spioee,  do  not  appear  at  present  on  tiie  list  of  reports, 
but  tbe;  can  all  be  grown  in  the  Colony,  and  planters  have  lately 
been  taming  their  attention  to  some  of  these  products,  which 
may  shortly  be  expected  to  figure  on  the  export  liati. 

The  climate,  though  warm  and  moist,  is  healthy  and  not 
nnsaited  to  Europeans.  Manual  work  is  principally  performed 
by  coloured  labour,  Europeans  being  emplc^ed  as  skilled 
labourers  and  overseers. 

The  following  are  the  aTerage  rates  of  wages — carpenters, 
painters,  coopers,  blacksmiths,  14«.  per  da; ;  overseers,  £80  to 
^00  per  annum,  witii  quarters. 

With  a  view  te  improving  the  condition  of  the  Fijians,  four 
provincial  inspectors  were  appointed  in  1899,  each  having  chaige 
of  two  provinces.  In  1900,  two  provinxiial  hospitals,  with  doctors' 
quarters,  were  erected,  and  are  now  in  working  order,  and  a 
third  was  established  in  1901.  These  aire  under  the  charge  of 
European  provincial  medical  officers.  In  addition  to  tie  above, 
there  are  two  provincial  hospitals  erected  at  the  expense  of 
the  natives  under  the  charge  of  district  medical  officers.  A 
small  amnual  contribution  is  made  by  the  natives  of  the  provinces 
concerned  towards  the  upkeep  of  these  five  hospitels.  The  duties 
to  which  the  provincial  inspectors  have  given  their  attention 
are  the  proper  housing  of  the  people,  the  improvement  of  water 
supplies,  the  proper  care  of  infants  and  sick  persons,  amd  the 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  women.  The  overcrowding 
in  booses,  so  common  in  many  provinces,  has  been  greatly 
diminished,  but  much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  this  direction. 
The  first  duty  of  the  provincial  inspectors  has,  therefore,  been 
to  secure  a  separate  house  for  each  married  couple,  and  to  this 
cnd_  5,733  houses  were  erected  between  1899  amd  1900,  and  4,795 
during  1901,  in  the  eight  provinces  under  their  control. 

The  amount  of  money  which  the  nataves  have  received  from 
various  sources  has  been  considerable  of  late  years  and  it  is 
estimated  that  during  1901  they  had  some  £120,000  at  their 
disposal. 

The  sound  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  Colony  has  been 
fully  sustained.  After  making  adequate  provision  for  public 
works  and  the  repayment  of  loans,  the  revenue  for  1901  exceeded 
the  expenditure  by  £8,880  1».  8d.  The  accumulated  balance  to 
i!f/^^'.«*'«¥  ^^°°y  ""^  ^^«*  December,  1901,  amounted  to 
±41.491  12*.  9d.  This  sum  may  be  regarded  ae  an  insurance  in 
the  event  of  a  recurrence  of  hurricane  or  other  similar  disaster. 

Wm.  Sttthehland, 
Acting  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary. 
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The  foUo-n-lBg,  ai^oug' othef,  reports  relating -lo  Bib  Uajeety's 
Colonial  PosBeeaiona  have  been  issaecl,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Konrces  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 


I 


MBDritina  and  BodiigoM 
Britich  New  Gainea 

Leeward  Iilands 

Trinidwi  and  ToUgo    .„ 
BritiBh  Hondnru 

Hong  Kong       

Owlon     

Gi^Ur 

Basntolacd        

Gold  Coast        

Grenada  ... 

Northern  Nigeria         ... 

BritiBh  B<Jaaon  blanda 

Laf[o8      

British  Guiana 

St.  Vinoent         

Jamaica 

GocoH  T»Uiids     

Southern  Nigeria 
Bermuda 


1901) 

1699-1900 

190U 


1900-1901 

1900 
1900-1901 

1901 

1900 

1901 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


- 

Colony. 

Snbjeot. 

1 

Gold  Gout        

Economic  Agrienltare. 

2 

Znlnland 

For««ta. 

3 

Sierra  Leone      

Geology  and  Botany. 

i 

Emigration. 
Swflndustry.    . 

5 

6 

a?nXd:::    ::;    ::: 

Bnbonw  Plagae. 

7 

8 

Weetem  Pacific 

British  Solomon  Islands. 

9 

Dominica           

Agricnnore. 

10 

Virgin  Wands 

Condition  during  1897. 

11 

Grenada 

Vital  Sttttiatics,  1898. 

12 

AogoiJla 

13 

CookUands     

Trade.  1899. 

U 

Fibre  Indnrtry. 

tfi 

Canada   

Legal  Status  of  British  North 

16 

HisoeUaneona  Coloniei 

Medical  Reports. 

17 

Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands      . . . 

Report  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong       

CWatioiu    in    New    Territory 
Medi^  Bep<irta. 

19 

UiacelUneons  Colonies 
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No.  366. 
GAMBIA. 

(for  Beport  lui  1»0U.  m  Ko.  SZ'i.) 


GoTEBifOK  3m  G.  C.  Dentok  to  Ub.  Chai(bebi.aik. 

GoTenuuent  House, 
Sll,  Bathnrst,  ISth  May,  1903. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  forward  under  separate  cover  a  copy 
(in  manxiBoript)  of  the  Blue  Book  for  IdOl. 

2.  I  also  transmit  an  interesting  repwt  on  the  Blue  Book  by 
Mr.  H.  M.  B.  Griffith,  the  officer  ia  charge  of  the  secretariat. 

I  have,  &o., 

Gbokge  C.  Denton, 

Ooventor. 


I18I8'— 78-4/190S    Wt  38616     D4S— 5 
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EEPORT  ON  THE  GAMBIA  BLUE  BOOK  FOR  THE 
YEAR  190U 

I.— FINANCIAL. 

The  total  reTenne  for  the  year  unoimted  to  £43,726,  being  a 
decrease  of  £5,436  on  that  of  the  previoiu  year. 

2.  The  following  fignree  show  the  amonnta  collected  under 
tiie  Tarions  heads  of  revenne  for  tlie  yean  1900  and  1901,  with 
the  several  increases  or  decreases :  — 


H««l  of  Bevenae. 

1900. 

1901. 

Incraase. 

Decrease. 

Gnstoms 

39,236 

£ 
88,127 

£ 

£ 
«,106 

PortHnoB 

806 

74« 

- 

59 

LiceDcea,  excUe,  &e 

668 

786 

227 

- 

Fees  of  court,  Ac.           

704 

696 

_ 

132 

Post  office 

m 

770 

304 

- 

Skle  of  Oovernment  property  ... 

446 

463 

18 

- 

Oovemnient  veuels        

1,136 

621 

- 

614 

Interest     

1,498 

1,991 

498 

_ 

Protectorate         

3,288 

3,«7» 

391 

.- 

951 

808 

- 

143 

I-snclulM 

80 

- 

80 

TottJ         

49,160 

43,726 

1,433 

77136" 

tJ.  The  increases  were  due  to  (1)  fines  imposed  on  native  chiefs 
connected  with  the  diBturbances  in  the  early  part  of  the  year ; 
(2)  to  increased  sales  of  stamps  to  dealers  and  collectors  who 
anticipated  a  new  iesue;  and  (3)  to  the  extension  of  the 
Hut  Tax  Ordinance  to  new  districts  in  the  Protectorate. 

4.  The  decreases  were  due  under  (1)  Custtnns,  to  decreased 
importations  following  a  reduction  in  the  ground-nut  crop  out- 
put owing  to  light  rains  in  the  season ;  and  (2)  to  the  GoTemment 
steamer  being  required  for  duty  with  the  Expeditionary  Force . 
which  arrived  in  the  Colony  early  in  the  year,  and,  therefore, 
anavailable  for  the  carriage  of  passengers  and  freight  up  and 
down  the  river. 

9.  The  expenditnre  for  the  year  amounted  to  £48,518,  being 
an  increase  of  £18,700  on  that  of  the  previous  year. 
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6.  Hie  fidlowiag  ntnrn  Aova  the  itenu  of  expenditon  tm     Gamka, 

tixe  two  yoart :  —  Ijqj^ 


Head  of  Bxpanditnn. 

1900. 

1901. 

Incr*Me 

Dwnue. 

PwuuoM           

£ 

1,091 

1,034 

£ 

4 

£ 

Governor         

2,456 

3,268 

803 

_ 

2.900 

3,116 

816 

_ 

188 

202 

14 

- 

Trewnry           

1,034 

978 

- 

57 

Onstonu 

1,923 

1,882 

- 

41 

PostOffioe        

370 

450 

80 

_ 

Audit  depu^ment        

345 

413 

68 

- 

I«g^      

1,406 

1,395 

- 

13 

Eduntional       

417 

604 

87 

_ 

PoUoe 

4,031 

4,585 

653 

» 

Ptiwiii 

680 

803 

122 

_ 

Medical 

1,071 

1,214 

143 

_ 

HoqriteU,  Ac „.        ... 

592 

909 

217 

— 

MsQsgei  of  £oiiuq]w  ... 

161 

150 

- 

1 

Oovernment  tcomIb     

1,580 

1.777 

197 

_ 

ChwitaWe         

89 

87 

_ 

2 

576 

1,034 

458 

_ 

1,668 

1,752 

94 

_ 

Drawbacks       

29 

118 

89 

_ 

OoloDial  eagineer'i  d«p«imoiit 

983 

1,117 

134 

_ 

AgncDltiH*       

238 

146 

- 

94 

Public  works  rooorroDt         

2,528 

3,065 

537 

- 

„            extiaordinar; 

2,910 

4,806 

1,895 

- 

Special  senioei 

1,094 

13,826 

12,733 

_ 

NattTeaffftirs 

139 

- 

- 

139 

Total 

29,818 

48,518 

19.045 

315 
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7.  The  increasea  whiciL  are  mainly  uiLder  Special  Servicee  are 
due  (1)  to  the  cost  of  tlie  expedition  in  the  first  part  of  the  year; 
(2)  to  tiie  purchase  of  a  house  as  a  Police  Station ;  and  (3)  to  the 
cost  of  raising  in  the  Colony  a  company  of  the  West  African 
Frontier  Force. 

8.  The  following  return  shows  the  Revenue  and  Expeaditore 
for  ihe  last  five  years :  — 


Year. 

Eerenne. 

18«7          ...        ... 

£ 
39,415 

27,069 

lB9e          

46,718 

29,056 

1899          

46,840 

30,405 

1900          

49,161 

29,818 

1901          

43,726 

48,518 

9.  There  v 


B.' — Taxation. 
B  no  increase  of  taxation  during  the  year. 


C. — Absets  and  Liabilities. 

10.  Tba  amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Colony  on  the 
31at  December,  1901,  was  £58,116.  Of  this,  the  sum  of  £43,867 
was  invested  in  various  Colonial  Government  securitaes. 

D. — Public  Debt. 

11.  The  Colony  has  no  public  debt. 

E. — Hunicipalitieb,  Local  Boakub,  &c. 

12.  The  only  Board  of  this  nature  in  the  Colony  is  the  Board 
of  Health,  which  is  tesponaible  for  the  sanitaiy  conditiui  of  the 
town  of  Bathurst.  It  consists  of  the  Colonial  surgeon,  who  is 
president,  the  Colonial  engineer,  and  four  other  members 
appointed  1^  the  Governor.  Its  revenue  is  doived  from 
(I)  rates  levied  on  the  annual  value  of  house  property,  3  per 
cent. ;  (2)  slaughter-house  fees ;  and  (3)  by  an  annuM  grant 
from  the  Government.  The  following  revenue  was  received 
under  ^Lese  three  heads  during  the  year:  — 


Local  rates. . . 
Slaughter-house  feet 
Grant-in-Aid 


527 
96 
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The  total  expenditttre  for  ih»  samd  period  amounted  to  £&70, 
thawmg  an  exoess  of  expenditure  over  rereBtie  of  £47,  which 
will  he  defraj^d  from  the  receipts  for  the  current  year. 

13.  The  following  figures  show  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
of  the  Bou^  for  Uie  last  fire  years :  — 


•1900 
1901 


Expenditore. 


•  In  time  yaua  additioiud  grants  of  £132  ud  £137  n 
Board  by  tl>e  Oovemment. 


t»aiiHA, 
1901. 


II.— TRADE,  AGRICULTURE  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

A. — Imposts  and  Expobts. 

14.  The  total  -value  ot  the  imports  for  the  year  amounted  to 
£352,646,  as  compared  with  £277,659  in  1900,  a  decrease  of 
£25,013,  which  was  mainly  under  cotton  goods,  and  due  (1)  to 
sm^ler  importations,  owing  to  the  mercantile  houses  having 
large  stocks  on  hand  from  the  previous  year;  and  (2)  to  the 
failure  of  the  ground  crop,  which  considerably  reduced  the  pur- 
chasing  pow«-  of  the  natives.  Kola  nuts  shared  with  cotton 
goods  the'  cause  of  the  falling  oB  in  the  value  of  the  imports, 
for  whereas  the  value  of  kola  nnts  imported  in  1900  amounted 
to  £39,987,  the  quantity  imported  in  1901  exceeded  that'im- 
ported  during  1900  by  19,423  lbs.,  but  was  only  valued  at 
£21,008,  a  decrease  mi  the  value  of  1900  of  £18,929. 

15.  TTiere  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  importations  of 
rice  owing  to  the  destruction  of  the  local  crops  by  locusts.  The 
following  figures  show  the  difference  between  1900  and  1901 :  — 


Tew. 


Qnantitf.  j     Value. 


1900... 
1901 ... 


Cwt. 
63,642 


26,191 
33,359 
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Oavbu,    .    16.  The  following  rotam  givefl  the  principal  srtiolM  of  import 
IMi-       mieOOuid  1901:— 


(Jouttlj. 

Talne. 

inklo. 

1900.       1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

'— 

!>»»... 

OoMott  goods 

^ 

2^ 

61,268 

£ 
44,262 

£ 

i 
17,001 

Tobiooo    ..: 

Lb.. 
208,279 

LbB. 

256,21)6 

4,7«8 

^606 

1,737 

_ 

EoUnatB    ... 

824,399 

843,822 

89,987 

21,008 

- 

ia,9» 

SpHtB 

OaU. 
21,670 

a«iik 

34,%7 

3,886 

4,631 

1,1» 

_ 

Wino 

13,129 

17,689 

1,779 

2^14 

&S6 

- 

»oea 

Cwt. 
4,914 

Cwt. 
a,3!S 

3,997 

2,903 

_ 

1,094 

BM 

Tom. 
1,888 

Tow. 
1,818 

1,186 

1,629 

HS 

_ 

BtU. 

1-26 

Brls. 

219 

339 

360 

21 

- 

Bke 

Cwt 
53,642 

Cwt. 
86,986 

25,191 

88,539 

13,348 

- 

17.  Hie  Talues  of  the  imports  for  the  lut  five  years  were  as 
under :  — 


Twr. 

Spede. 

Other 
Artidw. 

Tot»l. 

1897           

1898           

1899           

1900           

1901           

£ 
36,616 

69,030 

69,336 

83,251 

67,668 

£ 
139,812 

187,062 

171,572 

194,408 

185,096 

£ 
176,327 

2*6,092 

t40,907 

277,669 

262,647 
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Exporti. 

18.  Tlie  total  value  of  the  exports  for  the  y«ar  amoonted  to 
£333,667,  as  compared  with  £281,976  in  ibs  pi«Tiom  year.  This 
decrease  was  almost  uitirel;  broiwht  about  1^  the  failure  of 
the  groimd-nnt  crop  due  to  the  founre  of  the  rains.  The  crop 
yielded  aboat  10,000  tons,  of  the  value  of  ahout  £50,000, 
less  than  it  did  in  iha  preceding  year. 

19.  The  following  return  shows  the  principal  articles  of  export 
for  the  yean  1900  and  1901 :  — 


■  Qnantitf. 

Taloe. 

Artictos. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

IncMsse. 

Deoreue, 

Ground-nnto 

Tone.' 
35,806 

26,760 

221,841 

£ 
172,405 

£ 

£ 
49,486 

BnbW       ... 

LbE. 

12fi,146 

Lba. 
146,578 

10.217 

8,96.1 

1,264 

F«]ink«n»b 

Tons.   1    Tons. 
159  !        168 

1,021 

971 

60 

Wk 

Lbs. 

21,596 

Lbs. 
63,8US 

923 

2,m          1,888 

Hides 

1,651 

2,148 

869 

476             106 

■         1 

- 

20.  The  values  of  the  reports  for  the  last  five  years  were  t 
under: — 


Year. 

Sp»». 

OtlMT 

ArtiolM. 

Total. 

1897 



s 
2,m 

168,622 

166,894 

1898 



2,722 

246,110 

247,832 

1699 



7,439 

234,497 

241,936 

1900 



41,271 

240,705 

281,976 

1901 



39,212 

194,459 

233,667 
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B. — Mines,  Makupactusks,  and  Fishebiek. 
31.  There  are  no  mines  iu  the  Goionj,  la  view  of  the  recent 
development  of  the  gold  mining  industry  on  the  Gold '  Coast, 
it  may  be  worth  recording  that  a  few  years  ago  an  iadividual 
in  GhJTemment  employ  took  samples  of  rock  from  one  of  the 
districts  in  this  Colony  to  England.  He  afterwards  reported 
that  on  examination  the  samples  in  question  showed  a  richness 
of  gold  equal  to  the  tiest  mines  in  South -Africa,  and  immediately 
endeavoured  to  float  a  company. 

22.  With  a  view  to  aacertaining  what  truth  there  was  in  the 
statement,  the  Oovemment  aent  home  samples  of  rock  from  the 
same  district,  with  the  result  that  the  ass^  showed  them  to 
contain  2  dwts.  of  gold  to  the  ton.  It  is  htmlly  necessary  to 
add  that  the  Gambia  Goldfields  Corporation  has  not  yet  come 
before  the  public. 

23.  The  only  manufactures  in  the  Colony  are  a  small  quantity 
of  native  pottery  and  narrow  strips  of  cloth  called  "Bandy- 
cloths,"  which,  when  sewed  together,  are  called  "  pagns,"  and 
make  handsome  cloths  much  prized  by  the  natives. 

24.  A  congidecable  number  of  people  at  Bathurst  and  on  the 
sea  coast  both  northwards  and  to  the  south  are  engaged  in. 
fishing.  Large  quantities  are  caught,  and  what  is  not  imme- 
diately consumed  is  dried  and  taken  up  the  river  in  the  dry 
season  and  exchanged  for  com,  rice,  etc. 

C. — Aqbiculturai.  Indistries  akd  Botanical 
Stations, 
26.  The  cultivation  of  ground-nuts  is  -the  principal  industry 
throughout  the  Colony.  Lai^e  crops  of  cassada,  maize,  and  rice 
are  also  grown,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  people  all  the  year  rounoT  The  loc^-grown  lice 
is  much  i»eferred  by  the  natives,  and  if  put  on  the  market 
it  is  believed  that  it  would  command  a  much  higher  price  than 
the  Rangoon  rice,  large  quantities  of  which  are  annually  im- 
ported, but,  -as  in  many  other  respects  in  this  Colony,  the 
queation  ol  labour  is  the  great  difBculty.  The  following  figures 
give  the  importations  of  rice  for  the  last  five  years:  — 


1897. 

1896. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Cwt. 
29,426 

Cwt.       Cwt.        Cwt. 
80.966     35,900       53,645 

Cwt. 
86,986 

Sweet  potatoes  arc  grown  to  a  limits  extent,  'Uid  when  in. 
.season  large  quantities  of  oranges  and  limes  caQ.be  obtained. 
The  former,  grown  in  the  Kommbo  district,  about  8  miles  from 
Bathurst,  are  well  known  for  their  excellence. 
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liU.  A  point  fiot  without  iiLtere»t  in  a  place  like  the  Gambia 
IB  that  there  is  hardly  a  European  reBideni  who,  if  he  ba«  a 
garden  attached  to  his  house,  does  not  grow  English  vegetables 
sufficient  to  supply  himself  and  his  less  fortunate  friends 
lor  at  least  six  mtrnths  in  the  year,  vix.,  from  Norconber  to 
April.  With  ordinary  care,  cabbages,  oaJTots,  turnips,  kohl 
rabi,  lettuces,  beetroot,  French  beans,  creas,  and  radishes  can 
be  grown  most  successfully ;  indeed,  some  of  the  French  resi- 
dents, who  have  the  best  gardens,  are  sufficiently  enterprising 
to  grow  oanliflowers  and  celery. 

27.  A  botanic  station  was  eatablished  in  1894,  but  it  cannot 
be  said  to  hare  been  successful  in  the  deTelopment  of  minor 
industries.  It  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  site  selected 
was  a  suitable  one,  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to  remove  it  at 
an  early  date  to  a  more  favourable  locali^.  The  present  station 
has,  however,  assisted  in  the  distribution  of  many  orange  and 
lime  trees,  and  suckers  of  the  Ganaiy  banana;  but  without  a 
supervising  eye  it  has  been  difficult  to  geit  the  natives  to  give 
the  necessary  attention  to  the  young  orange  and  lime  trees, 
so  that  the  majority  of  them  have  died  during  their  first  diy 
season. 

Land  Grants  and  General  Value  of  Land. 

28.  A  Public  Lands  Ordinance  was  passed  during  the  year, 
but  no  grants  of  land  were  made  under  it. 

29.  It  has  been  difficult  to  oVain  reliable  information,  but  the 
value  of  land  in  the  Colony  is  low. 

E. — Shipping. 

30.  The  total  tonnage  for  the  yetu-  was  286,071  tons,  being 
an  increase  on  that  of  last  year  of  23,803  ions. 

31.  As  in  1900,  the  decrease  was  doe  to  an  outbreak  of  yellow 
fever  in  the  Colony  which  prevented  steamers  from  oalliag  here, 
«o  the  increase  in  1901  is  due  to  Bathurst  having  been  a  clean 
port  throughout  the  year. 

32.  The  following  return  gives  the  total  shipping  for  the  last 
(wo  years:— 


NktiODklity  of 

1900. 

1901. 

Steaniero 

ISf. 

TobJ. 

Steam  en 

BftirinK 

Tesela. 

Total. 

British      

Preach     

197,936 
27,155 
6,471 

1«4 

3,251 

198.099 
90,406 
6,471 

220,016 
29,433 
6,867 

3,374 

220,098 
32,807 
6,8CT 

Oamsia, 
1901. 
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E. — Skippiiuf  — cont. 


1900. 

1901. 

Nitiosillt;  of 

Steajnen 

Mliag 

Total. 

Steamen 

fa 

Total. 

BelgMQ     

1.000 

_    . 

1,000 

_ 

_ 

__ 

Eiwlaii    

1,648 

- 

1,648 

3,868 

- 

3,868 

Ameriflkn 

- 

2,200 

.2,200 

- 

4.469 

4,469 

3,»2 

- 

3,962 

S.880 

- 

8,180 

ItalUn      

3,792 

- 

V92 

- 

- 

AostrUn 

- 

- 

- 

6,408 

1,602 

7,010 

Or««k       

8,582 

- 

8,682 

-■ 

- 

- 

SweTuh 

1.622 

- 

1,822 

- 

- 

- 

Datoh      

- 

- 

- 

2.306 

- 

2,306 

Paniah      

- 

- 

- 

1,883 

- 

1,883 

SpaniBh    

2,S9S 

- 

2,396 

- 

- 

- 

PortnguMa 

- 

2,101 

2,101 

- 

2,893 

2,993 

Total 

263,653 

7,71« 

261,269 

272,661 

12,410 

286,071 

33.  The  total  shipping  invardB  and  outwards  for  the  last  f 
years  iras  as  under :  — 


TeaM. 

British. 

FoT««D. 

Total. 

1897 

Tona. 
164,939 

Ton*. 
95,«9 

Tons. 
258,398 

1898 

225,385 

102,760 

328,145 

1899 

210,690 

73,946 

284,635 

1900 

198,099 

63,170 

261,269 

1901 

220,098 

64,973 

285,071 

Total 

1,019,211 

398,307 

1,417,618 
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III.— LEGISLATION. 


34.  Nineteen  ordinances  were  passed  during  the  year,  Hie 
more  important  being  No.  3,  "  Tha  Political  FHsonen  (Deten- 
tion and  Deportation)  Ordinance,  1901,"  which  conferred  on  the 
GhiTemor  power  to  detain  and  deport  sundry  persons  who  had 
been  privy  to  the  murders  of  the  two  TraTelling  GommiBBioners 
in  the  previous  year,  and  had  Bubsequently  been  guilty  of  yaxiooB 
acts  of  aa  insurrectionaiy  nature.  Ordinance  No.  9,  eatitled 
"  The  Supreme  Court  (Amendment)  Ordinance,  1901,"  which 
re-impoeee  the  requirement  that  jurors  must  be  able  to  read  and 
write  English,  it  having  been  found  tr)r  experience  that  {(umer 
jurors,  although  understanding  "  Pigeon  English,"  were  quite 
incapable  of  following  the  evidence  of  educated  witneseefi  or 
the  addresses  of  counsel,  or  the  summing  up  of  the  judge.  It 
further  introduces  a  inoperty  qualification,  but  at  a  greaity  re- 
duced rate,  owner^p  being  reduced  from  £50  to  £7,  and  that 
of  occupation  from  £40  to  £10.  Ordinaaoe  No.  10,  "  The  PuWio 
Lands  (Acquisition)  Ordinance,  1901,"  vesting  in  the  Gtovemor 
the  power  of  granting  lands  or  of  acquiring  the  same  for  public 
purposes.  Ordinance  No.  11,  "  He  St^es  by  Auction  Ordinance," 
which  brings  the  law  more  into  conformity  with  modem  re- 
quirements, experience  having  shown  the  old  law  of  1865  to 
be  seriously  defective  in  its  control  over  the  proceedings  of 
auctioneers.  Ordinance  No.  13,  "  The  Hospitals  and  Dispensaries 
Ordinance,  1901,"  which  was  found  necessary  in,  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Gambia  was  without  any  ordinance  goveming^ 
hospitals,  etc.  Ordinance  No.  14,  "  The  Prevention  of  Con- 
tagious Diseases  Ordinance,  1901,"  which  brought  into  force 
regulations  more  in  accordance  with  the  principles  laid  down 
at  the  Tenice  Conference. 


IV.— EDUCATION. 


35.  There  are  five  primary  schools  in  Bathurst,  and  one  at 
McCarthy  Island,  all  of  which  may  be  classed  as  "  Assisted 
Schools."  They  are  established  by  and  are  under  the  manage- 
ment of  various  religiouk  denominations  (Anglican,  Boman 
Catholic,  and  Wesleyan),  receiving  grants-in-aid  from  the 
Government  in  proportion  to  educational  results.  The  number 
of  children  on  the  school  rtdls  is  879,  the  average  attendance 
being  705.  The  amount  of  grant-in-aid  earned  during  the  year 
was  £458. 

36.  Hitherto  the  Gambia  has  shared  with  Sierra  Leone  the 
services  of  an  Inspector  of  Schools,  but  owing  to  the  arrangement 
working  unsatisfactorily,  and  for  other  reasons,  the  services  of 
the  Inspector,  so  far  as  Gambia  was  concerned,  were  terminated 
at  the  close  of  the  year,  other  arrangement  being  made  for  the 
future  examination  of  the  schools. 
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Sbcohdabt  Sdupation. 


1901.  37.  Duriog  the  year  a  Becondary  ecliool  wee  established  by  the 

^^        Wwl^aa  HisBionary  Society,  which  has  an  arerage  atteodaace 
of  about  12  scholan. 

C. — Industrial,  Technical,  and  Aqbicultubal  ' 
Schools. 

36.  There  are  no  Bchoole  of  this  nature  in  the  Colony.  During 
the  year,  hmreTer,  the  Weeleyan  Missionary  Sociefy  submitted  a 
scheme  for  the  establishmnit  ol  an  Industrial  School  at 
Baihurst.  The  proposals  were,  that,  in  consideration  of  a 
Government  grant  to  the  society  of  £300  per  annum,  the  society 
would  provide  a  workshop  with  suitable  tools  for  giving  prac- 
tical instruction  in  carpentry,  masonry,  and  blacksmithing,  and 
additional  trades  if  necessary,  to  pupils,  irrespective  of  religions 
denominations.  The  society  also  undertook  to  provide  the  neces- 
sary stafl  with  a  European  instructor,  who  would  have  cha^e 
of  the  school.  The  scheme  was  accepted  by  the  Government  and 
-efforts  were  made  to  open  the  school  during  the  year,  but  the 
difficulty  was  to  aecure  the  servicoB  of  a  suitable  instructor.  It 
IB  hoped,  however,  that  before  the  close  of  1902  this  difficulty 
will  have  been  overcome  and  the  school  established.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  such  a  school  is  much  required  and  will  prove  of 
inestimable  value  to  the  Colony  which  posaesses  few  competent 
workmen,  although  the  rate  of  wage  paid  should  entitle  employers 
to  skilled  mecfaaaics. 


v.— GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

A. — Hospitals. 

39.  There  are  two  Government  hospitals  in  the  Colony,  a 
general  hospital  and  a  contagious  diseases  hospital.  The  former 
has  accommodation  for  34  patients,  and  the  lati«r  accommodation 
for  10  patients. 

40.  The  general  hospital  is  an  old  building,  but  a  large  sum 
has  been  voted  towards  enlarging  it  and  patting  it  into  a 
thorough  state  of  repair,  which  work,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  com- 
ideted  during  1902. 

41.  A  new  bungalow  for  the  female  patients  is  being  erected 
near  to  the  main  building,  and,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  ready  for 
occupation  in  1902. 

42.  The  total  number  of  in-patients  at  the  hospital  during  the 
year  were  598,  and  of  out-patients,  4,010 ;  an  increase  of  377 
and  2,270  on  the  numbers  for  the  previous  year.    The  women 
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and  children,  about  250  in  number,  belonging  to  the  Central 
African  Regiment,  who  were  quartered  here  during  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  and  the  deteohment  of  the(  West  Indial 
B«giment,  stationed  here  from  April  to  the  close  of  the  year, 
are  largely  reaponaiBle  for  this  increase. 

43.  Owing  to  the  appointment  of  a  Protectorate  Medical  Officer 
it  was  found  possible  towards  tbe  close  of  the  year  to  establisli 
a  dispensaiy  at  McCarthy  Island,  a  station  loO  miles  up  tlie 
river.  As  soon  as  the  natives  realise  its  benefits  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  will  gladly  avail  themselves  of  it. 


44.  Hiere  are  no  asylums,  pocH*  houses  or  reformatories  in 
tbe  Colony.  Any  lunatics  are  sent  to  the  Eissy  Asylum  at 
Sierra  Leone. 


E. — Savings  Banks. 

45.  There  is  only  one  savings  bank  in  the  Colony.  The  total 
amount  on  deposit  on  the  Slst  December,  1901,  was  £5,019  for 
338  depositors.  The  amount  deposited  during  the  year  was 
£3,639,  and  the  amount  withdrawn  £1,912. 

46.  The  savings  bank  is,  I  am  afraid,  made  use  of  by  the 
depositors  more  as  a  place  for  the  safe  keeping  of  their  money 
than  with  any  idea  of  thrift,  it  being  quite  a  common  practice 
for  clerks  to  deposit  their  salaries  at  the  end  of  the  month  and 
to  draw  tiie  money  out  the  following  month  in  small  sums  as 
they  require  it  to  meet  their  housekeeping  expenses.  The 
advantages  of  the  bank  have  been  frequently  explained  to  the 
chiefs  in  the  Protecton^te,  but  only  one  man  could  be  induced 
to  open  an  account.  Thia  he  did  by  depositing  ten  shillings, 
but  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  he  asked  for  the  money  to  be 
returned  for  him  to  see,  as  he  was  afraid  the  Treasury  officers 
might  have  "  chopped  "  it.     He  did  not  continue  his  account. 

47.  There  are  thirty-three  Friendly  Societies  registered  in  thii 
Colony,  having  a  total  sum  of  £589  standing  to  their  credit  The 
majority  of  them  give  relief  and  assistance  to  members  in  case 
of  sickness  or  death,  and  in  their  way  are  of  mnch  good. 
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VI.— JUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 

A- — Police. 

48.  The  FoHc«  Force  consiets  of  k  BUperintendent,  an  auigtant- 
superintondent,  both  EuropeaaB,    and  100  of  other  ranks.    The 

■  men  are  trained  to  the  use  of  arma,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a 
Bern  i-m  ill  tar;  force.  They  are  armed  with  Martini-Enfield 
carbines  and  hare  3  seven -pounder  B.M.L.  guns.  A  portion  of 
the  force  is  stationed  at  McCarthy  Island  and  otlier  places  In 
^e  Protectorate,  leaving  about  76  men  available  for  daty  in 
Bathupst.     The  expenditure  of  the  Force  for  1900  was  f  4,584. 

B. — Pkibons. 

49.  There  is  only  one  prison  in  the  Colony  and  that  is  at 
Efithurat,  the  capital.  It  has  accommodation  for  38  prisoners, 
31  male  and  7  female.  The  daily  average  number  of  prisoners 
during  the  year  was  14.  There  were  no  escapes  or  deaths  in  the 
prison  during  ih.e  year,  nor  were  there  any  floggings. 

50.  The  present  buildinga  are  very  old,  but  are  kept  in  an 
excellent  state  of  repair.  It  has  long  been  in  contemplation 
to  build  a  new  gaol  but  the  work  has  not  yet  been  begun,  nor 
would  it  for  the  moment  appear  to  be  necessary,  looking  to  the 
large  expenditure  which  would  be  involved.  Tii.6  present  prison 
with  its  small  number  of  inmates  answers  its  purpose  very  well. 

61.  The  total  cost  of  the  prison  during  the  year  was  JE803,  as 
compared  with  £680  in  1900. 

C. — Cbihikal  Statistics. 

62.  There  was  apparently  a  considerable  increase  in  crime 
during  the  year  judging  by  the  fact  that  there  were  361  persons 
charged  with  offences  in  1901,  as  compared  with  140  in  1900. 
The  increase  may,  however,  be  attributed  to  greater  activity  on 
the  part  of  the  police. 

63.  The  principal  event  in  the  criminal  proceedings  of  the 
year  was  undoubtedly  the  trial  of  three  men  for  the  murder  <rf 
the  two  Travelling  Gommissionere  at  Sankandi,  in  the  previous 
year.  The  chaise  was  fully  proved  against  tke  accused,  who 
paid  the  full  penalty  demanded  hy  law. 

54.  In  the  Supreme  Court  9  cases  were  tried,  convictions  being 
obtained  in  7  of  the  cases.  In  the  Police  Court  the  number  of 
convictions  was  260  and  acquittals  88.  The  convictions  were 
mainly  for  "  committing  nuisance  in  public." 
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VII.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 

65.  A  Censtu  was  taken  in  the  Colony  on  the  1st  of  April,  with 
the  {oUoTing  results:  — 


a  total  decrease  of  810  as  compared  with  the  Census  taken  in 
1891.      . 

66.  A  Gensas  oi  the  Protectorate  was  also  taken  this  year  for 
the  first  time,  with  the  following  result :  — 


This  return  can  only  be  regarded  as  approximate,  as  many 
of  the  nativea,  being  under  the  impression  that  the  numbering 
of  the  people  meant  the  imposing  of  a  poll  tax,  ran  across  the 
boundary  to  French  territory.  Allowing  for  these  absentees,  I 
think  that  the  population  of  the  Protectcrate  may  fairly  be 
estimated  at  90,000. 

57.  The  actual  returns  show  a  total  population  of  90,404  for 
the  Colony  and  Protectorate.  There  were  348  births  and  380 
deaths ;  of  the  latter,  4  were  Europeans — 2  official  and  2  non- 
official.  The  death  rate  for  the  year  was  very  favourable  com- 
pared with  1900,  when  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  431,  of 
which  9  were  Europeans. 


B. — Public  Health. 

58.  The  general  health  of  the  Colony  was  good  during  the 
year. 

C. — Sanitation. 

59.  Only  in  Bathurst  are  any  sanitary  measures  attempted. 
In  the  cleanliness  of  the  streets,  drains,  and  compounds,  this 
town  compares  most  favourably  with  others  on  the  West  Coast 
of  Africa.  The  nork  is  carried  out,  under  the  Board  of  Health, 
hy  an  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  several  gangs  of  scavengers 
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who  go  round  daily,  makinv  bouBe  to  honae  coUectioiLB  of  refuse 
and  mbbiali  which  are  carted  outside  the  town,  and  bnmt.  Many 
of  the  strceta  and  draine  are  in  a  far  from  perfect  condition. 
The  matter,  however,  is  receiving  attention,  and,  bo  soon  aa  a 
Bcheme  of  drainage  hae  been  formulated  and  sanctioned,  it  is 
hoped  that  there  will  be  a  marked  improvement  in  this  direction. 

60.  During  the  year,  Dr.  Everett  Dutttm,  from  the  Liverpool 
Tropical  School,  arrived  in  the  Colony  with  a  view  to  making  a 
survey  of  the  town  and  discovering  the  breeding  places  of  the 
moaquitoes.  Although  he  arrived  rather  too  late  in  the  seastMi 
to  find  the  moequitoee  in  perfection,  innumerable  larvse  (ano- 
pheles and  culex)  were  discovered  in  the  many  old  boats  and 
canoes  lying  along  the  beach  in  front  of  the  main  street,  also  in 
the  shallow  nncemented  brick  drains  and  in  the  ordinary  grass- 
gi-own  ditches  or  drains  which  are  still  found  in  the  town. 
Perhaps  one  of  the  worst  of  the  latter  begins  in  d'orvemment 
House  grounds,  and  runs  along  at  the  back  of  the  hospital  into 
some  low-lying  land.  Collections  of  old  pote,  pens,  etc.,  were 
slso  found  to  be  favourable  breeding  places  of  -the  aoiopheles, 
and,  in  this  respect,  the  compoundB  of  Uie  European  and  native 
merchants  were  by  far  the  worst;  but,  on  the  matter  being 
represented  to  them,  they  readily  assisted  the  Board  of  Health 
in  getting  rid  of  all  rubbish  which,  in  ita  turn,  was  used  for 
filling  up  some  of  the  drains  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Dutton  as  a 
source  of  danger.  In  this  way,  about  3&0  cart-loade  of  mbbiah 
were  utilised.  The  compounds  of  the  poorer  class  natives  were 
on  the  whole  clean  and  tidy. 

D. — Clihatb. 

61.  The  climate  of  the  Qambia  diffws  in  many  respects  from 
that  of  the  other  West  African  colonies.  Tor  eight  consecutive 
months  in  the  year,  viz.,  from  November  to  May,  inclusive, 
practically  no  rain  falls.  During  these  months  the  weather  is 
often  pleasantly  cool,  the  thermometer  sometimeB  registering  as 
low  as  67  degrees  at  7  a.m.  The  variations  in  temperature  are 
somewhat  trying,  however,  often  ranging  from  30  to  40  degrees 
between  7  a.m.  and  3  p.m. 

62.  The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  45*31  inches,  which  was 
about  5  inches  below  the  average. 

63.  The  average  maximum  temperature  in  the  abadtf  was 
94'5  degrees,  the  average  minimum  being  63'10  degrees. 

64.  No  record  is  kept  of  the  direction  and  force  of  the  wind. 
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VIIL- POSTAL.    TELEGRAPH   AND    TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 

66.  There  is  a  foriniglitly  service  of  mail  steamers  to  and  from 
England,  whicli  also  carry  mails  to  and  from  other  places  on 
the  leeward  coast.  Tliere  is  an  inland  weekly  postal  service, 
ior  which  mails  are  made  up  for  McCarthy  Island  and  inter- 
mediate stations,  the  former  being  160  miles  from  Bathurat. 
These  mails  are  carried  by  the  Government  steamer  "  Mansah 
Kilah,"  or  "  King's  Messenger." 

Telegraphs. 

66.  No  inland  telegraph  service  exists  in  the  Colony.  There 
is  direct  telegraphic  communication  with  Europe  viA  St.  Tincent, 
and  also  with  the  other  West  African  colonies. 

Telephones. 

67.  During  the  year  telephones  have  been  introduced  into 
Bathnrst  cm  a  email  scale— Government  House,  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  office,  and  the  Treasury  being  placed  in  communicB' 
tion.  llie  distance  covered  is  about  one  mile.  It  is  proposed 
to  extend  the  system  to  other  Government  offices  at  an  early 
data. 


IX.— MILITARY  FORCES  AND   EXPENDITURE. 

68.  Daring  the  year  a  detachment  of  the  3rd  West  India  Regi- 
ment was  stationed  at  Bathnrst,  but  in  view  of  its  early  with- 
drawal to  Sierra  Leone  it  was  decided  to  raise  a  Gambia  company 
of  the  West  African  Frontier  Force.  With  this  object  in  view, 
three  European  ofificera  of  the  Imperial  Forces,  accompanied  by 
two  non-commissioned  officers  and  a  medical  officer,  arrived  in 
the  Colony  in  December  and  commenced  the  work  of  recruiting. 
The  necessary  number  of  men  was  easily  obtained,  and,  not- 
withstanding the  short  time  they  have  been  under  drill,  already 
show  promise  of  becoming  a  smart,  soldier-like  force.  The  force 
is  composed  of  120  men,  40  taken  from  tribes  in  the  Gambia,  and 
80  men  taken  from  the  tribes  around  Sierra  Leone. 

69.  The  expenditure  incurred  on  account  of  the  force  during 
the  year  amounted  to  £1,064. 

Semi-Militabt  Force. 

70.  The  Police  Force,  which  is  a  semi-military  force,  has 
already  been  referred  to  in  paragraph  48  of  this  Report 
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X.— GENERAL  OBSEBVATIONS. 

71.  The  most  important  event  that  occarred  during  the  year 
waa  the  arrival  of  the  Expeditionary  Force  in  January  to  punish 
the  towns  implicated  in  tiie  mnrdar  of  the  tvo  Tiwellin^  Ctun- 
missioners  and  six  constables  in  the  previous  year,  and  to  stamp 
out  the  spirit  of  rebellion  which  had  spread  throoghout  the 
Protectorate  consequent  on  the  people  immediately  connected 
with  the  murden  being  allowed  to  go  unpunished  for  so  long, 
the  ringleaders  declaring  that  the  coontiy  had  been  given  back 
to  them  and  that  native  rule  wonld  replace  English  lav.  The 
expedition  was  most  successful  in  its  object.  Three  of  the  men 
actually  guilty  of  the  murders  were  c^tnred,  and  after  a  careful 
trial  paid  the  fiiU  penalty  of  the  law,  and  five  of  the  leaders  in 
the  movement  of  opposition  to  the  Government  were  depwted  to 
Sierra  Leone.  The  Force  marched  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  Protectorate  without  the  least  opposition  except 
at  Dumbutu,  which  was  the  firat  rebel  town  visited  and  de- 
stroyed. 

72.  The  presence  of  so  large  a  body  of  men  has  had  a  most 
wholesome  effect,  the  Protectorate  resuming  its  normal  peaceful 
condition  in  a  very  short  time.  When  now  spoken  to  mi  the 
subject  the  chiefs  smile,  and  ask  themselves  how  they  and  their 
people  could  ever  have  been  so  foolish  as  to  take  up  the  stand 
they  did  against  the  Government. 

73.  Another  event  of  mu^h  importance  was  the  agreement 
signed  in  June  last  by  King  Moussa  Molloh  and  Sir  George 
Denton,  in  which  the  former  agreed  (1)  that  that  portion  of 
his  kingdom  lying  within  the  British  sphere  of  infloence  should 
form  part  of  the  Protectorate  of  the  Gambia,  (2)  that  a  British 
officer  should  be  placed  in  charge  thereof,  (3)  t^t  no  buying, 
selling,  nor  trafficking  in  slaves  should  be  permitted,  (4)  to  dis- 
continue and  put  a  stop  to  all  practices  and  punishments  repug- 
nant to  the  laws  of  humanity  and  civilisation,  and  (5)  to 
authorise  the  Governor  to  impose  and  collect  a  hut  tax  in  that 
part  of  the  Protectorate.  In  consideration  of  these  conditions, 
the  Government  agreed  to  pay  Moussa  Molloh  the  sum  of  £600 
per  annum.     The  event  is  important  as  completing  the  boundary 

'  of  the  Protectorate  as  well  as  from  the  fact  that  hitherto  it  had 
been  considered  that  such  an  agreement  could  not  be  brought 
about  during  Moussa  Molloh's  lifetime. 

74.  The  work  of  filling  up  the  Half  Die  swamp  vas  continued 
during  the  year.  No  other  public  works  of  importance  were 
iindertaken,  the  whole  attention  of  the  Colonial  Engineer's 
department  being  given  to  the  present  Government  buildings 
which  were  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair. 

76.  His  Excellency  Sir  George  Denton,  E.C.M.G.,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Lagos,  who  had  been  appointed  in  October,  1900, 
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to  Bucoeed  Sir  Bobeii  Llewelyn,  K.C.M.0.,  as  Administrator, 
arriTed  in  the  Goloi^  with  the  expedition  on  the  10th  oi  Jaanary 
and  SABumed  the  adminiBtratioa  of  the  Oovenunent.  In  March, 
the  ColtHiy  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  Governorship,  Sir  George 
Denton  being  appointed  the  first  Governor. 

76.  During  the  year  two  pensioners,  Mr.  J.  R.  Maxwell, 
formerly  chief  magistrate,  and  Mr.  Syrett,  formerly  postmaBter, 
died.  The  Colony  has  also  to  regret  the  deaths  of  Mr.  Percy 
E.Wainewright,and  Mr.B.  Marshall,  Travelling  CommisBionere. 
The  former  had  been  in  the  s»vice  of  the  Colony  for  five  years, 
and  had  done  valuable  work  in  the  Protectorate.  The  latter  was 
on  his  first  viait  to  West  Africa,  and  had  only  been  in  the  Colony 
four  months.  The  death  of  Mr.  Gates,  Hegisfrar  and  CJerk  nf 
Courts,  has  also  to  be  recorded. 

77.  The  climate  of  the  Gambia,  like  that  of  other  West 
African  colonies,  is  unhealthy  for  Europeans,  although  perhaps 
in  a  less  degree.  It  ia  impossible  to  employ  white  laf^ur  in  the 
Colony. 

78.  The  cost  of  living  in  the  Gambia  is  mncb  higher  for  both 
Europeans  and  Africans  than  in  any  of  &b  other  West  Coast 
colonies.  For  example,  as  pointed  out  last  year,  a  case  of 
Sauerbrunnen,  which  could  be  bought  at  Lagos  for  Ibt.,  costs 
35«.  in  Bathurst.  However,  the  price  has  now  been  broiight 
down  to  21».,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  reference  to  it  this  year  will 
result  in  a  further  reduction,  and  cause  merchants  to  consider 
whether  it  would  not  be  to  their  interest  to  lower  the  prices  of 
irticles  of  every-day  consumption  so  as  to  induce  consumers  to 
obtain  their  stores  locally,  instead  of  importing  direct  from 
Europe. 

79.  The  rates  of  wages  are  high,  an  ordinary  labourer  being 
paid  at  the  rate  of  la.  Sd.  a  day,  which,  in  the  ground-nut  season, 
when  steamers  have  to  be  loaded  and  labour  is  scarce,  is  raised 
to  as  much  as  2i.  a  day.  The  wages  of  mechanics  are  propor- 
tionatoly  high,  while  their  work  is  of  a  very  poor  quality.  Owing 
to  the  high  cost  of  living,  it  ia  difficult  to  induce  good  workmen 
from  the  other  colonies  to  come  to  the  Gambia. 

80.  Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  ground-nut  crop  from  want  of 
sufficient  rain  and  the  destruction  of  their  food  crops  by  locusta, 
the  natives  in  the  Protectorate  began  to  feel  the  pinch  of  famine 
early  in  the  year.  Their  position  was  made  worse  from  the  fact 
that  the  merchants,  who  in  former  years  had  given  out  credits 
of  rice,  etc.,  to  tide  the  people  over  the  raina,  at  the  close  of 
which  the  firat  com  is  ripe  for  gathering,  decided  to  discontinue 
the  practice.  Already  the  people  had  begun  to  hunt  in  the 
forests  for  roots  and  berries,  and  to  pawn  and  sell  their  clothing, 
many  being  reduced  to  wearing  rice-bags  as  their  sole  covering. 
It  was  seen  that  something  must  be  done  and  that  quickly, 
otherwise  their  condition  would  become  serious.  The  Govern- 
ment was,  therefore,  compelled  to  come  to  the  rescue,  and  at 
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once  purchased  and  issued  nearly  four  thousand  bags  oi  rice, 
which,  it  is  satiafactoiy  to  record,  at  the  time  of  writing,  have, 
with  the  ezceptiou  of  39  bags,  all  been  repaid  withoat  any 
trouble,  the  natives  on  all  aides  expressing  tiidr  gratitude  for 
the  help  rendered  to  them  hy  the  Govemmait  at  a  critic^  time, 
and  asserting  with  truth  that,  btft  for  the  timely  assistance, 
many  of  them  must  hare  died  from  starvation  during  the 
rains. 

81.  It  mar  not  be  without  interest  to  note  that  for  the  first 
time  since  the  Island  of  St.  Mary  was  made  a  settlemmt  by 
British  merchants  in  1816,  an  Anglican  church  has  been  erected 
in.  Bathurst  For  over  hall  a  century  the  Anglican  community 
had  no  better  place  of  worship  than  an  old  disused  officers'  mess- 
room,  and  more  recently  the  «ej*vices  had  been  held  in  a  ground- 
nut store.  The  present  building  ia  a  fine,  handsome  structure, 
capable  of  seating  a  congregation  of  400.  The  church  was  com- 
pleted in  sufficient  time  to  allow  of  its  being  consecrated  on  the 
24th  of  Deoember  by  the  Right  Reverend  John  Taylor  Smith, 
Bishop  of  Sierra  Leone,  which  was  his  last  act  in  lus  episcopal 
See  before  taking  over  hifi  duties  as  Chaplain-General  to  His 
Majesty's  Forces.  On  Christmas  Day  the  church  was  opened 
for  public  worship. 

82.  I  cannot  close  this  report  without  referring  to  the  great 
grief  shared  by  this  Colony  with  the  resf  of  the  British  Empire 
on  the  occasion  of  the  dea^  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Queen 
Victoria,  which  sad  event  took  place  on  the  22nd  January.  A 
memorial  service  was  held  in  McCarthy  Square  by  the  Bishop  of 
the  diocese,  which  was  largely  attended  by  all  sections  of  the 
communi^. 

H.  M.  BiLUIDFOaD   GRIFFITH. 

nth  May,  1902- 
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OoTemor  Sir  Q.  G.  Dsnton  to  Mr.  Coaubkalaut. 

OoTenuuent  Hoiue,  . 

Batliarst,  Qambis, 

lOtt  February,  190a. 
(Jiitract) 
Sm, 

I  HATX  the  honour  to  Btat«  that  I  telt  Bathurst  on  the 
morning:  °^  Uie  7th  JasTiary  and  proceeded  to  Tendaba,  where, 
Tinfortunate^,  I  airiTed  too  lata  to  go  orer  to  Quiuella  that 
erening.  ' 

2.  Hie  next  morning  at  daybreak  I  started  for  Quinella  to 
inspect  the  Camp  which  is  being  established  there  as  a  temporary 
meunra  for  the  West  African  fVonti«r  Force.  I  found  that 
good  progress  had  bean  made  with  it,  and  that  it  will  be  finished 
within  a  veiy  few  days.  It  is  very  well  sitnated,  and  will  make 
an  excellent  training  ground  for  the  recruits,  some  30  in  num- 
ber, who  have  been  enrolled  in  the  Chunbia.  These  mm  I  saw, 
and  am  glad  to  report  that  they  promise  well.  They  were  fitted 
with  their  clothing  but  had  m>t  yet  been  given  their  arms  and 
accoutrements.  The  officers  at  Quinella  are  Lieutenant  Morley, 
T)r.  Hopkinson,  and  Colour-sergeant  Wheatcroft.  Captain 
Graham,  Lieutenant  Hoskyna,  and  Sergeant  17 oble  having  pro- 
ceeded to  Sierra  Leone  to  bring  back  with  them  the  90  men  of 
the  "West  African  Frontier  Force  from  that  Colony  who  are 
required  to  complete  the  Giunbia  Company. 

3.  I  left  Tendaba  at  10  a.m.  on  the  8th,  and  reached  Elephant 
Island  about  10  p.m.  that  evening,  when  the  "  Mansah  Kilah  " 
anchored. 

4.  We  went  ofE  as  soon  as  it  was  light  enough  to  see,  reaching 
McCarthy  Island  at  8.30,  where  we  stopped  for  about  a  quarter 

.  of  an  hour,   and  proceeded   to  Misera  Wharf,   arriving  there 
at  3. 

Here  Mr.  Stanley  met  me,  and  at  about  4  I  landed  and 
went  up  to  Misera,  the  principal  town  of  Sandu,  where  Jimber- 
mang  Uvea,  the  "  Mansah  Kilah  "  returning  to  Bathnrst. 

5.  Jimbermang  welcomed  me  very  warmly,  and  told  me  every- 
thing, was  going'  on  well,  that  the  people  were  contented  and 
^opPf)  ("i^  things  had  been  very  quiet  whilst  I  was  away.  It 
was  JQst  the  end  of  the  big  Mtihommedan  Fast,  and  as  it  had 
been  rigidly  kept  by  this  Chief  and  his  people,  who  are  strict 
followers  of  tibe  pro^et,  there  jv&s  a  general  appearance  of  hard 
times  which  will  vanish  vet?  rapidly  when  the  feasting  which 
follows  the  fasting  commences. 
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6.  Oa  the  11th,  about  4  p.m.,  I  held  apalaver  of  all  the  Chiefs 
of  Sandn.  They  had  nothing  to  saj  to  me  on  edncatiou  and 
the  caltivation  of  Uieir  lands,  aj^reeing  with  vhat  I  told  them, 
and  promising  to  bring  more  land  under  ground-nut  cultivation 
next  8eas<m.  But  when  I  came  to  vaccination  things  were 
difEerent.  I  mentioned  that  Dr.  Maxwell  Adams  would  shortly 
visit  their  countiy,  and  I  ezplaioed  to  them  the  object  of  it 
(vaccination),  and  this  they  undentood  readily,  having  been  in 
the  habit  of  inoculating  t^jeir  children  for  many  years  as  a 
prevention  against  smt^l-pox.  They,  however,  told  me  they 
hoped  I  would  not  insist  on'it.  They  could  give  no  reasons  for 
objecting  to  it  except  that  it  was  new.  I  assured  them  I  would 
not  force  it  on  them,  but  took  care  to  impress  on  them  the 
great  protection  it  would  afford  them  and  ^eir  children  from 
small-pox,  and  I  also  assured  them  that  it  was  attended  with 
no  danger,  that  it  would  give  thmn  little  or  no  pain  at  the  time 
it  was  done,  and  that  the  trifling  inconvenience  it  would  occa- 
sion  them  would  all  pass  ofE  in  a  fortnight. 

7.  Cbeat  attention  was  paid  to  what  I  said,  and,  I  believe,  if 
Dr.  Maxwell  Adams  is  careful  not  to  arouse  their  prejudices,  and 
is  conciliatory  in  his  methods,  he  will  soon  olftain  the  ctrnfidence 
of  the  Chiefs,  and  will  at  any  rate  be  permitted  to  vaccinate  the 
children,  which  is  the  principal  point. 

8.  I  may  here  mention  that  Dr.  Hopkinson  is  commencing 
vaccination  in  Quinella  and  ii»  neighbourhood,  and  I  have  great 
hopes  that  he  will  be  successful  in  his  endeavours. 

9.  In  Uie  evening  of  this  day  (11th  ultimo),  the  new  moon 
which  terminates  the  fast  was  seen,  and  I  at  once  went  down  and 
called  on  Jimbermang;  although  I  was  with  him  witlun  five 
minutes  of  the  firing  of  the  gun  announcing  that  the  fast  was 
over  he  had  already  commenced  his  feaet. 

10.  One  incident  occurred  whilst  I  was  at  Misera  which  to 
me  personally  was  of  great  interest.  About  4  p.m.  on  the  day 
preceding  my  departure  a  messenger  came  to  me  from  Jimber- 
mang, saying  that  if  I  would  allow  it  the  Alimamy  and  Elders 
of  the  town  wished  to  call  upon  me  and  pray  for  me.  I,  of 
course,  gave  my  consent,  and  in  about  half-an-hoar  they  ap- 
peared, and  after  the  customary  compliments  had  passed  between 
us,  the  Alcaide,  or  Headman,  offered  up  a  prayer,  partly  in 
Arabic  and  partly  in  Mandingo,  of  which  the  following  is  the 
best  translation  I  could  arrive  at ;  — "  To  our  Father  who  art  in 
Heaven.  We,  followers  of  the  Prophet  Mahommed,  ask  God's 
blessing  on  you,  and  hope  God  will  give  you  long  life.  May 
Ood  make  your  time  here  a  pleasant  and  a  peaceful  time.  May 
God  give  you  and  your  family  long  life.  Whenever  you  go 
to  Europe  and  return  here,  may  you  find  peace  and  blessing." 

11.  I  must  admit  that  I  was  much  flattered  by  this  atten- 
tion, which  was  entirely  novel  to  me,  though  I  have  lived 
amongst  Mt^ommedan  peoples  for  the  greater  part  of  the  last 
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28  yean,  and  have  for  Uie  most  part  been  on  intimate  and     Oahbu, 
friendly  terms  with  them.  IWt. 

12.  I  left  Miwra.  at  6.30  a.m.  on  the  13tli,  reaching  Yornba   Aptzrdiz 
Wul  after  a  marcli  of  about  three  home.     Yomba  Wn}  is  a 
Foulah  village  containing  some  400  inhabitants,  who,  looking 

to  the  amount  of  cultivation  which  Burroonda  it,  must  be  very 
induBtriouB  in  their  habits.  They  are  also  good  herdsmen,  and 
have  about  200  head  of  cattle.  Here  I  stayed  ihe  night ;  going 
on  the  morning  of  the  14th  to  Bantoding,  where  I  was  very 
cordially  received  by  Chief  N'Yakndn. 

13.  I  stayed  at  Bantodiog  until  the  morning  of  the  17th,  and 
had  several  interviews  with  N'Yakudn.  This  Chief  baa  some 
30  villages  under  him,  and  is  much  liked  by  his  people,  whom 
be  treats  liberally  and  with  justice.  Absolutely  no  complaints 
n'ere  made  to  me,  and  it  is  clear  that  both  Sandu  and  Wuli 
are  now  quiet  and  at  rest.  The  arrangement  with  regard  to  the 
boundary  between  the  two  places,  which  was  arrived  at  in  April 
last,  is  working  satisfactorily.  N'Yakudu  is  quite  contented 
with  it,  and  if  Jimbermang  has  not  enlarged  Sandu  as  much 
as  be  intended  at  the  expense  of  Wali  he  is  wise  enough  to 
keep  quiet  cm  the  subject;  his  attitude  in  the  matter  being,  I 
believe,  a  good  deal  due  to  the  fact  that  he  knows  the  people 
are  for  N'Yakudu. 

14.  I  left  Bantoding  at  6.30  a.m.  on  the  17th,  arriving  at 
Eoina  Wharf  at  10.30  a.m.  The  towns  passed  through  were 
Marsuto,  Sutuko,  Eerif,  and  Fulahkunda.  As  I  had  seen  the 
Chiefs  and  Elders  of  these  places  at  Bantoding  on  the  previous 
day,  I  only  made  a  very  short  stay  in  them,  the  longest  stop 
being  at  Berif  for  45  minutes. 

15.  The  river  at  Koina  Wharf,  which  is  about  two  miles  from 
the  Anglo-French  boundary,  is  about  200  yards  wide,  and  runs 
between  banks  quite  20  feet  in  height.  It  is  between  two  and 
three  fathoms  deep  here,  and  is  a  magnificient  waterway ;  it 
might  easily  be  made  navigable  for  vessels  drawing  10  to  12  feet 
to  this  point.  The  distance  from  Eoina  Wharf  to  Bathurst  is 
about  270  miles. 

Fortunately  a  cutter  loading  ground-nuts  was  lying  at  the 
wharf,  and  I  was  able  to  borrow  her  boat,  and  in  this  got  across 
my  party  very  speedily.  Had  the  river  transport  been  confined 
to  the  only  canoe  to  be  found  at  this  place,  crossing  would  have 
been  a  very  tedious  and  lengthy  affair. 

16.  From  Koina  Wharf  I  proceeded  io  Koina  Village,  which 
is  distant  two  miles  from  the  river,  on  the  south  Iwok,  and 
stayed  th«v  the  night.  It  is  in  Kantora,  and  has  about  460 
inhabitants,  who  are  almost  entirely  Mandingoes  and  Mahom- 
medans.  Koina  itself  is  a  poor  place,  but  the  surrounding 
country  is  well  cultivated,  and  I  am  told  that  the  ground-nuts 
from  this  part  of  the  Protectorate  are  of  very  good  quality. 
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17.  About  8^  «.m.  on  the  18tk  I  leached  Sunkundi,  du 

distuice  from  Eoina  being  only  about  sotbb  miles.     Tfaia  tows 
IB  the  capital  of  Eantora,  and  at  it  the  head  Chief,  Manjang 
^'  iy  name.  Uvea.     It  has  a  population  of  about  800,  and  it  is 
fairly  prosperous  for  this  pait  of  the  Torld. 

18.  In  my  dnpatch  of  the  14th  April,  1901, 1  nentioaed  that 
I  had,  under  the  power  given  to  the  Administrator  by  seotiiHL 
40  of  the  Protectorate  Ordinance,  directed  an  old  and  trouble 
Borne  Chief  named  Sunto  Koma  Sanyan  and  his  graudscm  to 
reside  at  Bantoding.  When  with  K'Takuda  1  saw  both  these 
men,  and  they  begged  to  be  allowed  to  return  to  their  village, 
Farintunba.  As  the  reports  I  received  of  their  conduct  were 
excellent,  and  as  they  promised  to  behave  tliemselTea  and  be 
guided  by  what  Hanjang  told  them  in  every  way,  I  consider  they 
have  been  sufficiently  punished,  and  1  have  therefore  permitted 
them  to  go  back  to  their  home,  and  I  do  not  anticipate  any 
trouble  from  them  in  the  future. 

19.  The  villages  which  lie  on  the  road  between  Koina  and 
8unkunda  are  called  Keneba,  Towokuada,  Farintunba,  and 
Kaeirikunda,  and  are  all  small  and  of  very  little  impoitance. 

20.  On  the  19th  I  held  a  palaver  at  Sunkunda,  to  which 
Manjang  had  called  the  heads  of  the  different  Eaetora  villages. 
Everything  passed  ofi  very  satisfactorily,  the  only  question 
raised  being  &at  of  the  boundary  between  Kantora  and  FuUadu. 
The  Simotu  Creek  has  been  generally  recognised  ae  the  western 
limit  of  Kantora,  but  Manjang  said  he  had  not  sufficient  land 
for  his  people,  and  asked  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  make 
fanna  beyond  it.  I  told  him  this  could  not  be  permitted,  as 
that  would  be  encroachinff  on  Musa  Molloh's  country,  and  he 
did  not  press  the  point,  in  which  from  the  first  he  seemed  only 
to  take  a  vety  half-hearted  interest. 

21.  "We  left  Sunkunda  at  6.30,  and  went  on  to  Tuba  Eouta, 
a  distance  of  about  10  miles,  where  I  was  met  by  N'Farli  Cora, 
the  stipend  Chief  for  the  eastern  portion  of  Fulladn.  The 
country  through  which  we  passed  was  well  cultivated,  mA  I 
WBB  glad  to  learn'  that  a  good  crop  of  food-stuffs  had  been  col- 
lected, and  that  the  ground-nut  crop  was  expected  to  be  fully 
up  to  the  average  in  both  quality  and  quantity. 

22.  The  village  of  Tuba  Kouta  is  only  about  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  to  the  west  of  the  boundary,  so  that  my  remarks  as  to 
crops,  etc.,  apply  almost  entirely  to  Kantora.  I  may  say  that  I 
was  very  agreeably  surprised  with  what  I  saw  in  this  district, 
I  was  told  that  the  people  were  to  a  great  extent  Soninkea,  and 
given  over  to  drunkenness,  but,  as  far  as  I  Was  able  to  judge,  the 
coittrary  is  the  case.  Nearly  all  I  saw  wei*  M^ommeduiB, 
intelligent  and  alert  in  appearance,  and  the  quantity  of  land 
under  cultivation  bears  testimony  to  their  energy  and  industry. 
It  is  commonly  said  by  the  European  merchants  in  Bathurst 
ihat  as  soon  as  a  Soninke  becomes  a  Marabout  he  gives  up  all 
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actiTe  punnits,  and  is  la^  and  idle,  but  this  doee  not  appear  to    Oambu, 
be  true  in  thu  case,  aa  I  coniider  the  people  of  Kantora,  wlio        1901. 
have  only  recently  embraced  MahommedaniBm,  are  decidedly  ~1 

improved  in  every  way  by  their  change  in  faith,  and  are  now    "^ 
quite  amongst  the  beat  class  of  natives  we  have  in  the  Pro- 
tectorate. 

33.  The  manjh  from  Tnba  Eonta  to  Tambasansan  was  rather 
a  trying  wie,  though  the  road  was  good.  Again  the  coontiy 
through  which  we  passed  shewed  signs  of  industry  and  eneigy 
on  the  part  of  it«  inhabitants,  and  I  was  glad  to  see  a  certain 
amount  of  cotton  planted  and  well  tended.  At  present  the 
quantify  produced  is  only  suffieient  to  suiqily  h<Hne  wants,  but 
this  could  easily  be  increased,  and  I  am  in  hopes  that  with 
encouragement  the  industry  may  in  time  assume  fair  dimen- 
sions, and  make  a  material  addition  to  the  exports  from  the 
Colony. 

24.  On  the  23rd,  I  met  the  Headmen  of  the  principal  villages 
in  Eastern  Fulladu,  and  explained  to  them  the  position  which 
the  British  Government  now  occupied  in  their  country.  One 
and  all  expressed  their  satisfaction  with  the  changes  which  were 
brought  about  in  June  lost  by  the  Agreement  with  Musa  Mollob, 
and  they  were  evidently  very  pleased  that  in  future  they  would 
be  free  from  the  exactions  this  Chief  used  to  impose  on  them. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  pari;  of  the  Protectorate  are  Mandingoes 
and  Fulaha,  and  appear  to  me  to  be  a  quiet,  peaceable  lot.  I 
have  great  hopes  that  with  a  settled  form  of  government,  under 
which  justice  is  readily  obtainable,  Fulladu  will  progress  and 
very  rapidly  become  prosperous. 

25.  Tambasansan,  where  K'Farli  Cora  Uves,  is  a  town  with 
about  660  inhabitants.  It  is  well  kept,  as  native  towns  go,  and 
N'Farli  himself  is  one  of  the  richest  men  outside  Bathurst.  He 
is  essentially  a  worker,  and  manages  his  different  farms  himself. 
I  am  told  tiiat  he  is  very  popular  with  his  people,  and — a 
wonderful  thing  in  a  rich  native — never  oppressefl  theon,  being 
very  liberal  in  all  his  dealings  with  them.  Altc^ether  I  regard 
him  as  the  best  type  of  native  Chief  I  have  met  on  the  Gambia. 
Although  not  so  great  a  man  as  Musa  Molloh  by  birth  and 
position,  he  is  equal  in  intelligence,  and  superior  to  him  in  a 
sense  of  justice  and  honesty. 

26.  I  left  Tambasansan  on  the  morning  of  the  37th,  and 
reached  Basse,  a  large  Fuloh  town,  whose  Headman  is  named 
Mansah  Jong,  a  little  after  8  B.m.  Again  the  country  through 
which  we  passed  had  been  cultivated  far  more  than  is  the  case 
generally,  and  the  people  bad  a  prosperous  and  well-to-do  ap- 
pearance. Honsah  Jang  is  a  rich  man,  and  owns  large  herds 
of  cattle.  He  did  not  strike  me  as  par^culorly  intelligent,  and 
I  believe  his  health  is  not  good.  For  these  reasons  his  influence 
is  not  BO  great  as  it  might  be.  He,  however,  accepts  N'Farli 
Cora  as  his  head  Chief  without  question,  and  is  glad  to  come 
under  the  British  Government,  so  will  give  no  trouble. 
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CFakbu,  27.  I  jeached  Chunbisara  on  the  mocnin^  of  the  2Sth,  and  waa 
iWl.  very  well  received  by  the  Headman  and  hia  Elders.  This  town 
iiViWjiuM-  "  situated  immediately  on  the  boundary  line  between  the  British 
and  French  Bpheree  of  influence;  in  fact,  at  the  time  of  the- 
^reement  with  Mnsa  Molloh  was  concluded  a  large  portion  of 
it  was  situated  on  the  French  aide,  but  now  the  whole  town,  witiii 
the  exception  of  four  hats,  has  been  removed  to  the  English  side. 
QambUara  has  a  population  of  between  1,500  and  2,000,  and 
has,  within  about  a  mile  of  it,  another  lai^  Serahouli  town 
called  Numuyelle.  It  may  perhaps  be  well  to  explain  thai 
Serahoaii  is  a  term  applied  to  a  people  who  come  from  a  country 
called  Tilibo,  lying  to  the  east  of  the  Gambia  Protectorate,  who 
are  a  diatinct  tribe  from  either  Mandingoes,  JolofEa,  or  Fulahs, 
and  speak  a  different  language.  They  are  good  Mahom* 
medans,  and  there  are  amongst  them  many  craftsmen,  such  as 
workers  in  leather,  goldsmiths,  makers  of  wooden  bowls  and 
canoes,  blacksmiths,  and  wearers  of  native  cloths.  They  are 
said  to  pay  large  dowries  for  their  wives,  and  are  supposed  to 
have  a  higher  sense  of  morality  in  their  domestic  relatJona  than 
is  generally  found  amongst  the  natives  of  West  Africa.  They 
are  industrious  and  peaceable,  and  do  much  for  the  places  in 
which  they  live. 

28.  It  was  my  desire  to  have  had  a  meeting  with  Musa  Molloh 
at  Qambisara,  but  the  French  authorities  did  not  see  their  way 
to  allow  him  to  come  to  me  just  now,  sol  was  obliged  to  transact 
the  business  I  had  with  him  by  letter,  and  this  I  have  dealt  with 
separately.  I  may,  however,  mention  that  I  held  a  palaver  at 
this  place  which  was  very  fully  attended,  and  at  which  both 
Dembo  Danao  and  N'Farli  Cora  were  present.  In  deference  to 
the  wishes  of  the  Serahoulis,  I  sanctioned  these  towns  (i.e.,  Chun- 
bisara  and  Numuyelle)  being  under  the  Headman  of  the  former 
place,  though,  stnctly  speaking,  they  are  within  N'Farli  Cora's 
district,  bat  his  jurisdiction  is  limited  to  the  towns  Uiemselves 
and  the  land  immediately  adjoining  them. 

29.  At  the  palaver  there  were  general  expressions  of  satis- 
faction that  the  rule  of  Musa  Molloh  had  been  replaced  by  that 
of  the  Eritish  Government,  and  everyone  appeared  pleased  with 
the  new  arrangements.  There  were,  of  course,  some  who  wanted 
more  than  they  got,  but  on  the  whole  they  were  well  contented, 
and  even  those  whose  demands  were  not  satisfled  in  full  felt 
that  they  had  obtained  more  than  they  would  ever  have  received  ' 
under  the  old  regime,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  the  least 
chance  of  their  leaving  the  British  sphere  of  influence  for  the 
French. 

30.  Gambisara  and  Numnyelle  have  a  great  local  reputation 
for  their  country  cloths,  but  I  cannot  say  I  was  much  impressed 
with  them.  They  use  both  English  and  native  yam  in  their 
manufacture,  and  certainly  produce  a  strong,  soft  cloth,  but  the 
strips  in  which  they  are  woven  are  very  narrow,  and  they  compare 
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very  uofarourably  witli  tliose  made  in  the  Yomba  coimtiy,  hath.  Oahbu, 

in  design  and  texture.  IWl- 

31.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  Slat,  before  we  left  Gtam-  Aittxispa 
bisara,  I  regret  to  say,  Mr.  Tracy,  vho  waa  in  command  of  tlie 

escort  of  the  West  Indian  ^giment  which  accompanied  me,  ■ 
developed  blackwater  fever,  and,  unfortunately,  there  was  no 
doctor  near  to  attend  to  him.  Under  the  circumatanceB,  the  best 
thing  to  be  done  with  him  was  to  aend  him  at  once  to  Bathont, 
and,  as  the  "  Maasi^  Eilah  "  met  me  at  Kossema,  I  waa,  by  a 
great  stroke  oi  good  fortune,  able  to  put  him  into  hospital 
within  48  hours  of  the  diaeaae  first  showing  itself.  Though  very 
seriously  ill,  and  at  one  time  in  a  very  critical  condition,  after 
he  reached  Bathurst,  Mr.  Tracy  has,  I  am  glad  to  say,  recovered, 
and  proceeds  to  England  by  the  next  steamer.  The  type  of 
fever  from  which  he  suffered  has,  I  regret  to  aay,  been  very  pre- 
valent since  my  return  to  the  Colony,  no  less  than  five  cases 
having  occurred  since  the  10th  November  last.  At  the  present 
moment  Mr.  Ozanne  is  in  hospital  with  it,  but  is,  I  am  glad  to 
say,  doing  well. 

32.  From  Eossema  I  proceeded  by  the  steamer  to  McCarthy 
Island,  disembarking  there  at  9.30  p.m.  on  the  31st.  The 
1st  of  February  I  spent  in  McCarthy  Island,  going  into  several 
matters  with  the  Commissioner  of  this  part  of  the  Protectorate, 
Mr.  McCallum,  whose  district  I  hope  to  go  through  before 
long. 

33.  On  the  2nd  February  I  went  to  Boraba,  the  largest  town 
in  Western  Fulladu,  and  the  place  where  Dembo  Danso  resides. 
Here  I  remained  until  the  4th  February,  and  on  the  3rd  I  held 
a  large  meeting  of  the  people,  and  explained  to  them  the  con- 
ditions under  which  the  Qovemment  of  British  Fulladu  would 
in  future  be  administered. 

34.  At  first,  one  or  two  of  the  Fulah  towns  evinced  a  strong 
opposition  to  being  placed  under  Dembo  Danso,  no  doabt  due 
to  the  fact  that  in  the  past  he  had  been  Muaa  MoUoh's  principal 
agent;  but  when  I  explained  to  them  that  under  the  existing 
condition  of  affairs  he  was  directly  subordinate  to  the  Commis- 
sions, who  again  was  responsible  to  me,  and  would  report  every- 
thing that  occurred  to  me,  they  gave  way  and  accepted  him  with 
a  very  good  grace,  and  I  have  no  doubt  myself  that  he  will  make 
an  excellent  Headman,  as  he  is  a  very  careful,  capable,  and 
intelligent  man. 

35.  This  completed  the  arrangements  I  bad  to  make  for  Ful- 
ladu, and  I  am  glad  to  say  they  have,  I  consider,  been  brought 
to  s  very  snccessful  conclusion.  Under  the  more  liberal  con- 
ditions of  Gk>vemment  which  now  exist,  Fulladu  will,  I  feel 
sure,  develop  very  considerably,  and,  as  the  soil  is  fertile  and 
well-suited  to  both  cotton  and  ground-nuts,  as  well  as  foodstuffs, 
I  hope  before  long  to  see  the  exports  from  this  part  of  the 
Protectorate  increase  very  considerably. 
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Gambia,        8^-  ^e  difficult  queBtion  will  be  that  of  labour,  as  is  always 
1901.       the  case  in  newly-acquired  territories  in  West  Africa,  but  1 

trust  that  many  people  will  be  tempted  to  come  when  they  find 

'"""^-  out  that  under  British  protection  they  are  not  required  to  pay 
■  exorbitant  taxes,  are  subject  only  to  humane  and  just  punish- 
ments for  any  offences  they  may  commit,  and  are  allowed  to  reap 
the  full  benefit  of  their  labours. 

37.  From  Boraba  I  proceeded  to  Kat  Hai,  and  inspected  the 
work  there,  which  is  progressing  satisfactorily,  as  far  ns  I  am 
able  to  judge,  but  I  propose,  when  I  have  had  time  to  discuss 
the  matter  with  the  Colonial  Engineer,  to  address  you  separate^ 
on  this  subject. 

38.  On  my  way  down  the  river,  I  stopped  at  Tendaba,  and 
again  visited  Quinella  in  order  that  I  might  see  the  West 
African  Frontier  Force  established  in  its  camp.  The  Chief  of 
Quinella,  Fodi  by  name,  whom  I  have  mentioned  to  you  in  other 
despatches,  has  done  excellent  work,  and,  thoagb  the  stationing 
of  soldiers  was  at  first  by  no  means  agreeable  to  him,  has  given 
the  Government  every  assistance  in  his  power.  Under  cover 
of  another  despatch  I  have  forwarded  a  report  on  the  West 
African  Frontier  Force,  by  Captain  Graham,  with  my  remarks, 
and  I  need  say  no  more  on  this  subject  here. 

39.  Generally,  I  beg  to  say  I  am  pleased  with  the  state  of 
affairs  in  the  upper  river.  The  crops  of  foodstuffs  have,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  been  good,  and  the  ground-nuts  are  heavy 
and  fairly  abundant.  Judging  by  what  is  told  me,  I  think  we 
may  well  expect  as  good  a  crop  of  this  product  this  year  as  was 
obtained  last  year,  perhaps  better,  and  this  means  that  the 
revenue  from  all  sources  will  be  much  about  the  same. 

40.  One  thing  that  I  noticed  on  this  visit  was  the  progress 
which  Mahommenadism  is  making  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
But  a  very  little  time  ago  the  Sonlnkes  were  very  numerous,  as 
also  were  the  Pagan  Fulabs ;  now  eveiy  day  the  Maiabonts  are 
increasing,  and  before  long  they  will  number  three-quarters  at 
least  of  the  population.  This,  I  think,  will  on  the  whole  be  of 
decided  advantage  to  Ulc  Colony,  tkongh  the  revenue  from  the 
spirit  trade,  never  a  large  amount  on  the  Gambia,  will  fall  off,  no 
doubt,  but  it  will,  I  believe,  be  possible  to  make  up  the  sum  lost 
from  other  sources. 

41.  Another  matter  which  particularly  struck  me  was  the 
difficulty  in  obtaining  efficient  interpretation.  I  have  already 
touched  on  this  in  paragraph  11  of  my  despatch,  No.  124,  of  the 
37th  June  last,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  two  at  least  of  the  Com- 
missioners will,  I  hope,  pass  the  proposed  examination  in  Man- 
dingo  before  they  go  on  leave.  But  the  main  trouble  is  that  so 
few  of  those  of  the  class  from  which  interpreters  should  be 
obtained  know  Mandingo  really  well,  and  when  they  are 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  it  and  the  different  dialects  their 
English  is  frequently  very  defective. 
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42.  Tbia  is  a  rer;  great  drkwbsck,  and  makes  the  political 
vork  very  difficult,  ^e  oalj  remed?  I  CEiii  thukk  ol  ia  to  offer 
fipecial  inducements  to  the  uhsols  to  prepam  boT*  iw  tke  po«i- 
tioB  oi  interpreter,  and  on  this  I  hope  to-adStew  you  more  lally 
at  an  early  date. 

49.  I  consider  that  Mr.  Stanley  deserVes  great  cre^t  for  the 
work  he  haa  done,  and  is  doing,  in  his  district.  He  is  eridently 
on  very  good  terms  with  the  people,  wid  hae  brought  in  many 
r^rms  witit  very  little  friction.  He  has  also  nearly  completed 
the  details  of  an  excellent  map  of  both  north  and  south  banks, 
and  has  made  hinuelf  weU  acquainted  with  all  parts  of  his 
district. 

44.  The  roads  over  which  I  passed  compare  favourabiy  with 
those  of  native  construction  in  Yoruba  land,  and  within  the  next 
few  months,  that  is  before  the  rainy  season,  the  different  creeks 
will  have  strong  native  bridges  across  them.  I  only  used  a 
hammock  for  about  two  miles,  riding  on  horseback  for  the  rest 
of  the  way,  and,  with  the  exception  of  two  creeks  which  were 
too  deep  to  ford,  I  had  only  to  dismount  at  the  regular  halting 
places.  Some  of  the  horses  are  excellent,  and  are  bigger  than 
those  I  have  hitherto  seen  in  West  Africa.  For  instance,  two 
I  rode  in  Fulladu  were  nearly  16  hands  in  height,  and  capital 
hacks,  but  the  price  paid  for  them  is  much  larger  than  what  I 
have  been  accustomed  to,  £40  being  the  cost  of  one  of  them 
and  £60  of  the  other.  These  were,  of  course,  exceptionally  good 
beasts,  and  veiy  different  from  the  ordinary  six  to  ten  pound 
horse  which  one  sees  in  Bathorst. 

We  managed  to  get  a  little  shooting  at  times,  the  bag  con- 
sisting of  254  bush  fowl  or  p»t;ridge  (francolinus  piliatus),  65 
sand  grouse  or  Barbary  quail  (pteroclea  arenarius),  3  small 
bustard,  2  hares,  13  Giiinea  birds,  2  button  quail,  6  pigeon, 
3  painted  snipe,  and  1  antelope.  As  far  as  large  ganle  is  con- 
cerned, a  hippo,  was  shot  by  Mr.  Stanley  at  Misera  two  days 
before  our  arrival  there,  and  last  September  a  lion  was  shot  by 
a  native  hunter  at  Tambasansan.  Had  one  the  time  to  give  to 
it,  I  believe  excellent  sport  could  be  obtained  at  certain  seasons 
of  the  year  on  the  Gajnbia  river,  as  in  the  marshes  adjacent  to 
it  several  kinds  of  antelope  are  to  be  found.  In  the  adjoining 
French  Protectorate  elephants  and  giraffes  are  by  no  means  rare, 
and,  judging  by  the  skins  tha)t  are  brought  down  by  traders,  lions 
are  fairly  plentiful. 

46,  I  forward  a  tracing  of  Mr,  Stanley's  map,*  showing  the 
route  I  took  during  my  tour.  The  distance  traversed  is  only 
a  little  over  100  miles,  and  I  wish  that  I  could  have  gone  from 
(Hmbisara  to  Boroba,  which  is  about  one-and-a-half  miles  from 
the  liver,  on  the  south  bank,  opposite  McCarthy  Island,  by  road. 
The  distance  is  only  between  40  and  50  miles,  bnt  there  are  no 
villages  of  any  siee  on  the  road,  though  the  country  is  fertile 
end  well  cultivated,  I  am  told,  and  it  would  have  been  imposflible 

•  Not  reinxtdneed. 
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Oahbu,    to  dbtain  oarrien  onder  the  B7it«m  in  rogoe  here  of  taking  them 

IWl.      from  tonm  to  town.    This  is  an  eoonomiou  way  of  traTelUng,  and 

^^~"       really  works  wwiderfully  well  aa  the  whole,  though  it  has  the 

'  disadrantage  of  making  your  progress  veiy  slow  wfien  compared 

with  what  you  could  do  with  men  hired  l^  the  day  for  the  whole 

trip,  as  is  the  practice  in  Sierra  Leone,  the  Qold  Coast,  and  Lagos. 

Still  the  saving  is  veiy  great,  carriers,  who  would  have  received 

at  least  £150  in  the  colonies  I  have  named,  only  costing  me 

on  this  occasion  about  £30.     And  with  this  before  me  T  cannot 

see  my  way  to  recommend  any  change  at  present 

47.  In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  say  that  everywhere  I  went  I  was 
received  with  great  courtesy  and  attention,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  think  that  both  the  Chiefs  and  people  generally  are 
pontented  and  satjetied  with  their  lot 


I  have,  &c.. 


G^BOE  C  Dentok, 

Govtmor. 
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COLONIAL  REPORTS. 

The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  HiB  Majesty's 
Colonial  Posaeaeions  have  been  isaoed,  and  may  bs  obtained  from 
Uie  sonrcea  Indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 


No. 

Colony. 

Tear. 

321 

Lagos       

19U0 

322 

Bennud*  

323 

St.  Helena           

324 

Siert&LooDe       

325 

G»mbi» 

320 

327 

Bshsmaa 

32P 

TnrkBandCwcoalalardfl         

329 

Malta        

330 

331 

Fiji           

,] 

332 

St.  Lnda 

333 

Sevphelles 

3.14 

Falkland  laUnda 

336 

ManritiuB  and  Rodiigaea          

336 

Britiah  New  Guinea       

1899-1900 

337 

Leeward  lalanda 

1900 

33^ 

Trinidad  acd  Tobago     

339 

Britiab  Honduras           

340 

Hong  Kong         

„ 

341 

Ceylon 

" 

MISOBLLANKO0S. 


No. 

Colony. 

Bubject. 

1 

GoMCoaat     

2 

Znluland        ... 

Foresta. 

3 

Bieira  Leone ... 

Geology  and  Botaoy. 

Caaada           ...        . 

BmigratioD. 

Si^Indnatry. 

6 

6 

&?3nr    : 

Bubonic  Plague. 

7 

8 

Weatem  Padfic 

Entwii  Solomon  lalands. 

9 

Dominica 

Agnoultnre. 

10 

Condition  during  1897. 

11 

Gn-aada 

Tital  Stutiatica,  1898. 

Angmlla 

13 

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Bahamas 

Fibre  Industry. 

15 

Canada 

Lesftl  SutuB  of  British  North 
American  Indians. 

16 

Miscellaneona  Colobiee       ... 

Medical  Reports. 

17 

Oilbert  and  Elliot  [alanda  ... 

Report  for  189G-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong 

Opetationa  in  New  Territory 

.during  1900. 
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No.  342. 
GIBEALTAE. 

(For  Beport  (or  1899.  w*  No.  806.) 


GkrvBBiTOE  SiE  Oeobob  S.  "Whitb  to  Mb.  Ohambeelaim. 

GKbTaltar, 

24tli  October,  1901. 

SlE, 

I  HATE  tiie  hoDonr  to  irauBmit  the  Blue  Book  for  1900, 
it^fether  iritlL  a  Beport  on  the  same  1^  tbe  Colonial  Secretary. 

I  bave,  &e., 

Geo.  8.  Whitb, 
General  and  Governor. 


SEPOUT  OS  THE  aiBBALTAB  BLUE  BOOK  FOB  1900. 


I.— FINANCIAL. 

BiBVKHUX  Aim  EZFENSITUXB. 

The  Berenue  from  all  gonrces  daring  the  year  1900  amounted 
to  £61,418,  whiob,  as  compared  vitb  that  of  the  prertotu  year, 
thowB  a  total  increase  of  £1,464,  tbongb  it  fell  abort 'of  the 
estimate  by  £1,308. 

The  Expenditure  for  the  year,  exolaBive  of  the  cost  of  eleotrio 
light  inatallatioa,  was  £61,812,  against  £69,620  in  1899,  tbot 
8hx>wing  an  increase  of  Expenditure  of  £2,292,  and  an  ^u;ea> 
over  the  estimate  of  £484. 

The  subjoined  table  shows  the  BoTenue  and  Expenditure  as 
compared  with  the  ^evioas  year :  — 

riOlflO*— 7S— 10/lWl    Wt  85188    D  Jc  S— 5  k  i 
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BjfVKN  VS. 

CuMtomt. 

Tte  Gxutonu  receipts  darinfr  the  year  amoimted  io  £19,468, 
being  £1,223  in  ezcesa  of  tKoee  for  1899. 

The  receipts  for  duty  on  spirits  show  an  increaae  of  £896, 
while  those  on  wine  show  a  decrease  of  £266,  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year.  Tlie  receipts  for  tobacco  duty  exceeded  those 
of  1899  by  £692. 

PoHDiut. 

The  receipts  for  Port  Dues  on  vessels  entering  daring  the 
year  show  an  increase  of  £159  over  those  for  the  prerious  year, 
and  tbe  Harbour  and  Wharf  Dnee  exceeded  those  for  1S99  by 
£63.     The  increase  is  dne  to  a  lai^er  number  of  arriTals, 

The  number  of  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  entering  the  port 
daring  the  year,  as  ^own  in  the  following  table,  increased  by 
123  and  103  reBpectively :  — 


1899. 

1900. 

L»«». 

Decnooe. 

•s     1 

ll|l 

1 

1 

g 
SB 

1 

1 

1 

SailinE 

«5 

46,896 

668         46,886 

I 
103 1        990 

T»>ll 

BtMmws... 

3,490 

4,282,963 

3,613    4,418,197 

123' 125,234 

1 

— 

— 

The  number  of  steamers  actually  coaling,  and  the  quanU^ 
of  coal  taken  in  1900,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  is 
shown  in  the  f  ollowii^  table :  — 


Tear. 

No.  of  Steunen. 

Toiuof  Coaltitkon. 

1899 

1900 

2,207 
2,378 

276,264 
302,66fi 

IneiNw          

171 

26,391 
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'  Lieentet. 

The  total  revenue  denved  from  Licenses,  amounted  in  1900 
to  £4,158,  showing  &  decrease  of  £128  as  compared  with  the . 
{trerioue  year's  receipta  under  this  head.  This  is  accounted  for 
by  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  Licenses  granted. 

Fea  of  Court,  ^e. 

The  total  receipts  under  this  bead  (A  revenue  amounted  to 
£16,189,  or  an  increase  of  £830  over  the  amount  received  in 
1899.  The  bonded  store  rents  show  an  increase  of  £278  over 
those  for  1899. 

Savings  Bank  profits  show  a  decrease  of  £1,791  owing  to 
the  profits  for  1897-98  having  been  included  in  the  receipts 
for  1899. 

The  Electric  Light  receipts  show  an  increased  revenue  of 
£2,276  owing  to  increased  installations. 

PoA  Office  and  Tdeffraph. 

The  Post  Office  and  Telegraph  show  a  falling  off  of  £637, 
chiefiy  due  to  a  decrease  in  the  sale  of  stamps  at  the  Morocco 
agencies.  The  sale  of  Uiese  stamps  for  some  time  on  their  being 
over-print«d  was  abnormal.  Telegraph  receipts  decreased  owing 
to  diminished  business. 


Crown  Property. 

The  revenue  derived  from  Gkivemment  rents  amounted  to 
£6,835,  or  a  decrease  of  £96  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

Interett. 

The  receipts  ander  this  head  amounted  to  £640,  showing  an 
increase  of  £166  as  compared  with  1899.  This  is  due  to  interest 
received  from  the  Sanitary  Commissioners  on  account  of  an 
advance  of  £2,400  for  cost  of  street  lighting  installation. 


ExpEimrrunE. 

Ettahliihments. 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  for  the  upkeep  of  the  public 
departments  amounted  to  £50,153,  or  an  increase  of  £3,323  on 
the  previous  year's  expenditure,  chiefi;  attributable  to  the 
salaries  of  public  officers  having  been  paid  throughout  1900 
at  the  revised  scale,  which  took  effect  from  May,  1899.  The 
Colonial  Hospital  expenditure  for  1900  on  "  Other  Charges " 
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exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year  by  £686,  and  the  electric   OrB&u/iAk, 
liffht  eBtablishmeiit  Bhawa  olao  an  increafied  expenditure  in  fuel        ^"'P- 
alone  of  £541. 

Pvilie  Works. 

An  increase  of  £648  is  shown  under  the  head  of  "  Anauall; 
fiecnrrent "  Works.  This  was  chiefly  incurred  in  painting  and 
repairs  of  public  buildings  and  renewal  of  a  store  room  at  the 
Colonial  Hospital. 

The  expenditure  on  pnblio  works  extraordinary  was  less  by 
£611  than  that  of  the  previoos  year. 

Mitedtaneous. 

The  MiscellaneoiiB  Expenditure  for  1900  shows  a  decrease  of 
£1,318  as  compared  with  1899.  This  Tariation  is  owing  to  a 
portion  of  the  expenditure  on  stationery  and  printing,  which  was 
formerly  charged  to  Miscellaneous  Services,  being  non  debited 
to  the  Post  Office,  and  to  the  cost  of  machinery  for  port  launch, 
amounting  to  £786,  being  charged  to  the  Miscellaneous  Yote 
in  1899. 

The  total  Bevenue  and  Expenditure  for  the  past  five  years 


was  as  follows : 

- 

— 

1896. 

•    1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Revenue 
Ezpenditu-e    ... 

£ 
63,080 

60.620 

£ 
51,893 

43,094 

£ 
56,019 

48.878 

£ 
59,954 

59,520 

£ 
61,418 

61,812 

Assets  aitv  Liabilitibs. 

The  statement  of  Assets  and  Liabilities  shows  a  balance,  oa 
the  Slst  December,  1900,  of  Assets  over  Liabilities  of  £18,586, 
or  £11,620  less  than  the  balance  shown  in  1899.  This  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  that  in  the  Assets  of  1899  there  appeared 
as  an  advance  the  expenditure  in  respect  to  the  electric  light 
installation,  while  in  the  Liabilities  was  included  that  portion 
of  the  loan  of  £20,000  from  the  Savings  Bank  Funds  already 
advanced  for  the  installation. 

The  total  amount  of  the  loan  having  now  been  raised,  the 
item  disappears  from  the  Liabilities,  and  the  installation  beii^ 
completed,  the  total  expenditure  thereon  is  charged  to  Public 
Works  Extraordinary.  The  actual  decrease  in  the  balance  of 
Assets  over  Liabilities  is  £1,476. 
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Public  Debt. 

A  further  Bum  of  £1,903  was  adTanced  to  General  Reveiiue 
during  1900  to  complete  the  aecond  iiutalment  of  the  loan  of 
£30,000,  at  2^  per  cent.,  advanced  from  SavingB  Bank  Funds 
for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  electric  light  installation. 

At  ^e  close  of  the  year  the  total  debt  stood  at  £19,253. 


lie  B«Ten'ae  and  Expenditure  (inclading  loans)  of  the  Board 
of  Sanitary  GommisBionets  for  the  last  five  years  Is  as  follows :  — ■ 


— 

1896. 

IB97. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Bevenue 
Eipenditoxe     ... 

£ 
56,380 

66,368 

£ 
34,964 

34,746 

£ 
67,860 

68,702 

£ 
67,710 

55,702 

£ 
71,714 

65,098 

.The  Debt  of  the  Sanitary  Commissioners  for  the  past  five  years 
is  given  in  tlie  following  table :  — 


II.— TEADE,    AGEICULTITBE,    AND   INDUSTBIES. 


Impobts. 


Wines,  Spirits,  and  Malt  Liquors. 

The  importation  of  Wines  daring  1900  shows  an  apparent 
increase  of  82,523  gallons  as  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
but  this  is  abnormal,  and  dae  to  a  cargo  of  wine,  representiag 
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103,242  gallons,  landed  from  a  wrecked  veBBel,  and  afterwards 
te-shipped,  the  actual  ordinary  importation  having  fallen  short 
by  20  J19  gallons  of  that  of  1899. 

The  importation  of  Spirits  shows  an  increase  of  7,683  gallons, 
and  that  of  Malt  Liquors  an  increase  of  1,785  gallons. 


The  import  of  Tobacco  shows  65  tons  less  than  in  1899, 
chiefly  due  to  the  large  qnantily  imported  during  the  years 
1897-98. 


EXPOBIS. 

The  export  of  Wines  during  1900  (after  deducting  the  wrecked 
cargo  before  referred  to)  shows  an  actual  increase  of  12,759 
gallons  over  that  of  1899,  and  the  export  of  Spirits  exceeded  that 
of  1899  by  5,789  gallons: 

The  Tobacco  exported  under  permit  in  1899  and  1900  is  shown 
as  under: — 

1899        714  tons. 

1900        702  tons. 

The  only  returns  of  Imports  and  Exports  are  those  of  dutiable 
articles,  a  return  q£  which  for  the  past  two  years  is  given 
below: — 


Imports. 

Eiports. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

19lK). 

Wine 

...  GsUs. 

229,895 

312,418 

22,218 

138,219 

Spirits 

...      „ 

72,095 

79,778 

33,994 

39,784 

HiatLiqaor  ... 

...      „ 

718,664 

720,449 

_ 

- 

Tobncoo 

...    IbB. 

2,381,549 

2,235,123 

1,599,439 

1,678,473 
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2.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Sanitary  Order  in  Coiincil» 
1883,  with  regatd  to  the  importatitm  of  food.  Thia  measor* 
was  passed  in  order  to  remedy  -the  nnsatis&otory  state  of  the 
law  as  regards  the  sale  in  CHbnlter  of  articles  nimt  for  Lnman 
food. 

3.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Ordinance  to  make  certain 
offences  punishable  on  summary  conviction,  Gibraltar,  1886. 
This  law  was  enacted  with  a  view  to  remedy  the  nuisuLce  caosed 
by  a  practice  which  Had  come  into  Tt^ne  of  tising  bells  on  hameas 
of  hackney  carriages. 

4.  Order  in  Gonncil  extending  the  Aliens  Order  in  Gonnoil, 
Gibraltar,  1886,  to  certain  Eritidh  subjects.  This  measure  was 
deemed  necessary  to  check  in  some  degree  the  overcrowding  of* 
the  city,  and  to  enable  the  (Governor  to  remove  nndeeirable 
residents  therefrom. 

5.  An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  making  of  enquiries  as 
to  shipwrecks  or  other  casualties  affecting  ships,  and  as  to 
charges  of  incompetency  or  misconduct  on  tiie  part  of  masters, 
mates,  or  engineers  of  ships.  This  law  was  designed  to  bring 
the  practice  in  Gibraltar  in  respect  to  shipping  enquiries  into 
con^rmity  with  the  general  ^raeticB  laid  down  in  the  Imperial 
Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894. 


rV.— EDUCATION. 

The  following  taiUe  gives  the  comparative  results  for  the  ^ast 
two  years :  — 


Aided  School!. 

_ 

1899. 

I900. 

1899. 

1900. 

No  on 
Itooln. 

Arengo 
attendance. 

No.  on 
Books. 

Avenge 
attcmduice. 

- 

- 

Boy.        ... 

Girla         ... 

1,086 
722 

934 
608 

1,027 
956 

890 
721 

220 
377 

237 
322 

Total    ... 

1,808 

1,642 

1,988 

1,611 

697 

569 
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T.— GOTEENMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

H08FITALS. 

'  Id  the  Golonial  Hospital,  at  the  beginmng  of  the  year,  64 
oases  remained  uader  treatment  from  the  previous  year,  and 
656  freBh  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year;  the  average 
number  in  hoepital  throughout  the  year  was  63,  8,879  o«t- 
patienta  were  treated  at  the  hospital  dispensary  during  1900. 

Sathtgs  BAifx. 

The  credits  to  depositors  on  the  Slat  December,  1900,  amounted 
to  £34,056  and  pesetas  2,736,128,  as  against  £20,262  and  pesetas 
3,369,470  in  1899.  The  number  of  depositors  was  3,443,  as  com- 
pared with  3,504  in  1899.  The  amoimt  deposited  in  1900  vas 
£24,601,  and  the  amount  of  withdrawals  was  £11,434  and 
pesetas  699,584. 


VI.— CEIMINAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  summary  convictions  before  the  police  magis- 
trate in  1900  was  506,  or  137  less  than  in  1899,  besides  a  case 
under  the  Extradition  Treaty  with  Spain  committed  for  sur- 
render. Of  the  above  45  were  for  ofFences  against  the  person, 
41  for  offences  against  property,  and  420  for  minor  offences. 

Of  persons  discharged  there  were :  — 

Uiiwbargod.  '  1899.  I  1900. 


vVith  a  caution  ... 
For  want  of  [>niaecutio 
Od  the  merits    .„ 


Fourteen  persons  were  committed  by  the  Police  Magistrate  for 
trial  in  the  Supreme  Court.  Verdicts  for  the  Crown  were 
'Obtained  in  six  cases,  and  verdicts  of  not  guilty  were  returned 
in  five  cases. 
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VII.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  table  gives  the  popnlatioQ  at  the  last  Census 
in  1891,  and  the  eetimated  population  on  the  Slst  December, 
1900:  — 


Population. 

GeDBOB  1891. 

Estimated  1900. 

CiTilr- 

Britiah  Bubjects     

Foreignen  on  permit       

16,759 
2.341 

17,318 
2,669 

Total  dvil  population      

MiUtai?  in  Gibndtar 

19,100 
5,896 

19,877 
6,293 

Total  popolation  ...    .    

24,996 

26,170 

Public  Health. 

The  Report  oi  the  Health  Officer  atatea  that  the  general  health 
of  the  population  during  the  year  has  been  good,  in  spite  of  the 
epidemics  of  small-pox  and  measles;  and  that  the  death-rate 
for  the  year  is  23*81  for  the  total  population,  uLd  26'90  for 
the  fixed  civil  population.  The  rate  is  somewhat  higher  than 
last  year,  though  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  zymotic  diseases 
accounted  for  54  deaths. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  Gibraltar  may  be  coosidered 
aa  very  satisfactory.  Overcrowding  is  being  gradually  abated, 
though  the  specific  density  of  the  population  stiU  remains  high. 

The  areas  for  collecting  rain-water  have  been  considerably 
increased  in  extent,  and  additional  reservoirs,  capable  of  con- 
taining 5,200,000  gallons  have  been  constructed  by  the  Sanitary 
CommimionerB  in  the  heart  of  the  rock,  in  such  a  manner  aa 
to  keep  the  water  in  them  free  from  pollution,  and  to  eliminate 
the  possibility  of  its  deteriorating  through  being  kept  therein 
from  year  to  year. 


The  mean  m^mnm  temperature  was  70'7  and  the  meui 
minimum   67*9.     The  absolute    maximum    was   97'0    on    tiie 
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SOth  June,  and  the  absolute  minimum -was  41'6  on  the  30th  Jenu-  Oirbaltai, 
ary.     The  rainfall  wae  34"01  inches,  which  is  slightly  below  the         ^^W^- 
average  for  the  past  Sto  years. 


GENERAL. 


No  works  of  any  importance  were  carried  out  by  the  Colonial 
Goremment  during  the  year. 

The  Commercial  Mole  Works  undertaken  by  the  Admiralty 
were  in  progrees,  and  the  sum  of  £1,018  was  paid  by  the 
Colonial  dovemment  in  connection  therewith. 


Col<mial  Secretary's  Office, 
Gibraltar. 

23rd  October,  1901. 


FsED.  Evans, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
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The  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  TtCajegty's 
Oolonial  PoBBeaaions  have  been  issned,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bonrcefl  indicated  on  the  title  page  ; — 


No. 

Colony. 

Year. 

339 

British  Hondnraa           

1900 

340 

Hong  Eons         ,        

Gibraltar 

342 

:i43 

Burotol-uid          

344 

Gold  Coast          

1900 

345 

Qremida 

34S 

1900-1901 

317 

34R 

Lagos       

349 

350 

St.  Vincent           

1900 

1900-1901 

352 

1901 

353 

1900 

354 

Bermndft  

1901 

355 

Oftmbik 

3i6 

Falkland  IsUuds 

B.VJ 

NortherQ  Territories  of  the  Qol  i  Cwst 

368 

Malta        

MISCELLANfiODS. 


Gh>ld  Coast     

Zululand        

Siena  Leoae 

Canada  

Bahamas        

Hons  Kong 

NeirtoundUnd 
Weatorn  Pacific 
Dominica 
Virgin  leltnda 

Orena'n  

Anguilla 

Conk  Ulan  Is 

Miscellaneous  Colonies 
Gilbert  and  EUic]  bl»ndi 
Hong  Kong 

Uiacellaneoiu  Colonies 


Elconoimo  Agricnlture. 

Forests. 

Geology  ana  BotaTiy. 

Bmigration. 

Sisal  Indastry. 

Bubonic  Plague. 

Minenl  Besoarcea. 

British  Solomon  IslAods. 

Agriculture. 

Condition  during  1897. 

Agriculture  in  Caniaeon. 

Vital  SUtistics,  1898. 

Trade,  1899. 

Fibre  Industry. 

Le^l  SrntQs  of  British  North 

Ami'rican  Indiana. 
Medical  Hepocta. 
BepoTt  for  18<Jt>-1900. 
Oper&tiona  in  New  Territory 

dnriDgl900. 
MedioalBeporta. 
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No.  369. 


GIBRALTAR. 


fPor  Report  for  1900.  nee  No.  342,1 


GkrTEENOK  SiE  G.  S.  White  to  Me.  Ciiahbeklain. 


Sir, 


G-ibtaltar, 

10th  July,  1902. 

I  FATE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  Book  for  1901 , 
with  a  Report  on  the  same  by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

I  have,  &c., 

Geo.  S,  White, 

General  and  Governor. 


1 381B*— 75— 7/l»02    Wt  28816    D  It  S— B 
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BEPOBT  ON  TEE  OIBBALTAB  BLUE  BOOK  FOB  1901. 

I.— FINANCIAL. 

Revenue  and  Expbnditubk. 

The  total  revenue  received  during  the  year  1901  amounted  to 
X71,106,  showing  an  increase  of  £9,(^i88  as  compflxed  with  Uie 
revenue  of  the  previous  year.  The  estimated  revenue  was 
exceeded  by  £7,599. 

The  increase  was  principally  obtained  from  the  Customa 
receipts  on  malt  liquors  and  tobacco. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  1901,  which  amounted  to  £63,112, 
against  £61,813  in  the  previous  year,  fell  short  of  the  estimate 
by  £367. 

The  subjoined  table  shows  the  revenue  and  expenditure  as 
*'om pared  with  the  previous  year;  — 
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The  Customs  receipts  amounted  to  £28^94,  against  £19,468 
in  1900,  showing  an  increase  of  £8,826. 

The  receipts  for  duty  on  spirits  show  a  small  decrease  of 
£2  IGi.,  and  those  for  wines  a  decrease  of  £223,  as  compared 
with  the  previoUB  year.  On  the  other  hand,  the  receipts  on 
malt  liquor  and  tobacco  show  an  increaae  of  £194  and  £8,8bb 
respectively,  as  compared  with  the  receipts  under  these  heads 
for  1900. 

The  increase  in  the  amount  collected  from  tobacco  is,  to  a 
great  extent,  due  to  the  Itnge  importations  of  that  article  during 
tiie  latter  part  of  the  j'ear.  These  were  probably  due  to  a  desire 
to  anticipate  a  possible  increase  in  the  rate  of  duty,  but  there 
was  also  a  general  improvement  in  this  trade  during  the  year. 


Fort  Due*. 

The  receipts  of  port  dues  on  vesaels  entering  during  the 
year  amounted  to  £4,369,  against  £4,668  in  the  previous  year, 
showing  a  decrease  of  £309,  due  to  a  diminished  number  of 
urivals. 


Harbour  and  Wharf  Duet. 

The  receipts  for  rates  on  hulks,  lighters,  and  other  boats,  pier 
and  jet^  dues,  amounted  to  £1,716,  showing  a  decrease  of 
£18  when  compared  with  those  of  1900,  which  amounted  to 
£1,734. 

The  number  of  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  entering  the  port 
daring  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  and  decreased 
hy  338  and  38  respectively:  — 


1900.                       1901.            1     I 

1 

Deovue. 



ii 

r 

ill 

Tons. 
Number. 

1  t 

Sailing          568 

Tsaaels 
Steamen   3,613 

46,88.;       530  1       58,792     - 
4,408,197  1 3,285     4,112,568     — 

11,906 

38 
328 

305.639 
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There  was  during  tlie  year  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  eteamere 
actually  coaling  and  in  the  quantity  of  coal  taken,  aa  ahown  iu 
the  following  table :  — 


1900 

1901 

2.378 
1.855 

Tods  of  Coal  taken. 

802,666 
217,927 

Deer«ue        

523 

84,721! 

The  total  revenue  derived  from  licenses  amounted  to  £4,04(1, 
showing  a  decrease  of  £112  when  compared  with  the  receipts 
for  1900,  which  amounted  to  £4,158. 


Feei  of  Court,  ifc. 

The  total  receipts  under  the  above  head  amounted  to  £16,877, 
or  an  increase  of  £686  over  those  for  the  previous  year.  The 
storage  of  goods  in  the  Government  stores  accounted  for  £^29 
of  this  increase. 

I'ost    Ofce  and    Teleyrayk. 

This  head  of  revenue  shows  an  increase  of  £705,  the  total 
receipts  being  £9,359. 

Crown  Property. 

The  revenue  derived  from  rents  amounted  to  £5,670,  or  £166 
less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  decrease  is  to  some  extent 
due  to  outstanding  arrears.     These  arrears  are  being  called  in. 


Interest. 

The  receipts  on  account  of  interest  amounted  to  £628,  or  a 
decrease  of  £12  as  compared  with  1900. 


EXPENDITUHE, 
Estahlishmenti. 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  public  departments  for  1901 
amounted  to  £51,072,  showing  an  increase  of  £919  over  the 
previous  year. 

The  Treasuiy  Department  shows  an  increase  of  £230,  chiefly 


due  to  an  addition  ti 
U3S5. 


&e  out-door  staff. 


A  i 
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The  cost  of  the  Census  taken  in  1901  added  £236  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  Begistry  of  Births  and  Deaths  Department. 

The  Electric  Light  Department  shows  an  increaee  nnder 
"  Personal  Emoluments "  of  £374,  and  also  under  "  Other 
Charges "  of  £407,  The  expenditure  in  this  Department  on 
fuel  and  water  for  the  year  shows  an  excess  of  £854  on  ttiia 
item  for  the  previous  year. 

The  expenditure  of  the  GoTemment  Engineer's  Department 
for  1901  was  increased  by  £307,  consequent  on  the  appointment 
of  a  Government  Engineer,  at  a  salary  of  £500  per  annum,  at 
the  end  of  1900. 

The  Colonial  Hospital  expenditure  shows  a  saving  of  £683 
over  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  the  Police  Department 
expenditure  was  £200  less  than  in  1900. 


The  death  of  several  pensioners  reduced  the  expenditure  under 
this  head  by  £200  for  1901. 


The  expenditure  under  the  head  of  "  Annually  Becurrent " 
M'orks  amounted  to  £2,118,  or  £209  less  than  in  the  previous 
year;  and  under  the  head  of  "  Extraordinary"  Works  an  increase 
is  shown  of  £227,  as  compared  with  1900.  The  items  under  this 
head  include  £855  for  renewals  of  Convent  furniture;  £75  for 
repairs  to  Colonial  Secretary's  house ;  £91  for  rebuilding  dis- 
infecting shed  at  Small-pox  Hospital.  There  was  a  capital 
expenditure  of  £4,788  in  connection  with  tie  electric  light 
works. 

MiiceUan£OU$, 

The  miscellaneous  expenditure  amounted  to  £2,491,  against 
£1,971  in  the  year  1900,  being  an  increase  of  £520. 

£611  was  expended,  from  public  funds,  on  account  of  the 
reception  of  Their  Koyal  Highnesses  The  Duke  and  Duchess 
«f  Cornwall  and  York,  in  the  month  of  of  March,  1901. 

The  following  statement  gives  the  total  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture for  the  past  five  years :  — 


— 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900.            1901. 

S«  venae 
ExpendituK    ... 

£ 
51,89.9 
48,094 

£ 
5C,019 

48,878 

£ 
59,954 
69,520 

£ 
61,418 
61,812 

£ 
71,106 
63,112 
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Puhlic  Debt. 

The  amount  of  the  loan  from  the  Savings  Bank  for  the  c<»n- 

pletioa  of  the  electric  light  inatallation  wa«  reduced  during  the 

year  1901  by  two  half-yearly  payments  of  capital,  amounting 

to  £47-^,  and  stood  at  the  close  of  the  year  at  £18,780. 

PuUie  Boards. 
The  revenue  and  expenditure,  including  loans,  of  the  Sanitary 
Commissioners  for  the  last  five  years  is  as  follows :  — 


— 

1897. 

1893. 

1699. 

1900. 

1901. 

Rovenue 
BxpeDditure     ... 

£ 
34,964 
34,746 

£ 
67,860 
68,702 

£ 
67,710 
65,702 

£ 
71,714 
66,098 

£ 
63,1«5 
51,333 

The  debt  of  the  Sanitary  Commissioners  for  the  post  dve 
years  is  given  in  the  following  table:  — 

Sanitary    Comm/ssioHers'  Debt, 


11.— TRADE,  AGRICULTURE,  AND  INDUSTRIES. 

Imports. 

ff'ines,  Spirits,  and  Malt  JAqttort. 

The  importation  of  wines  during  1901  shows  a  decrease  of 

7,306  galiona  when  compared  with  the  returns  of  the  previous 

year.     Spirits  show  a  decrease  of  660  gallons,  and  malt  liquors 

show  an  increase  of  86,010  gallons. 

Tobacco. 
The  total  imports  of  tobacco  amounted  to  1,965  tons,  being 
968  tons  more  than  in  1900.     This  large  importation  has  already 
been  referred  to  under  the  head  of  CustonLs  Receipts :  — 


Toiiir. 


Tons. 


1901  ... 

190<)  ... 

Increase 
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EXPOHTB. 


The  export  of  wines  during  1901  waa  6,582  gallons  less  than 
in  1900,  and  that  of  spirits  337  gallons  less  than  the  previous 
year. 

Tobacco, 

The  tobacco  exported  under  permit  during  the  year  1901 
amounted  to  1,065  tons,  being  363  tons  more  than  in  the  year 
1900,  when  the  export  was  unusually  small. 

The  following  return  shows  the  imports  and  exports  of  dutiable 
articles  for  the  past  two  years :  — 


Imports. 

Eiport-. 

1900. 

1901. 

1900. 

1901. 

Wine Galh. 

Bpiiiu „ 

HiLltLiqnorg „ 

Tobacco         Ibi. 

312,418* 

79.778 

720,449 

2,235,123 

201,870 

79,118 

806,459 

4,403,033 

I38,219»        28,395 
39,784          39,447 

1,573,473     2,387,609 

*  InclndsB  103,242  gallons,  wrecked  cargo. 
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2,980,732 
973,282 
287,896 
180,996 
117,314 
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76,607 
111,876 
67,324 
62,634 
86,667 
29,194 
4,631 
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2,866,400 
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49,996 
66,837 
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16,423 
3,886 
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3,003,621 
384,699 

288,801 
181,219 
117,314 
63,391 
76,607 
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29,194 
4,631 
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GIBEALTAR,   1901.  Ifi 

ni.— LEGISLATION. 

SeTen  Ordinancea  -vera  passed  during  the  year ;  — 

Vom  (No8.  2,  3,  6,  and  7)  conferred  exclneive  privileges  in 
respect  of  certain  patented  inventiona. 

Ordinance  No.  1. — This  makes  the  notification  of  infectious 
disease  compulsory,  and  empowers  the  Chief  of  Police  to  call 
upon  persons  suffering  from  infectious  diseaee  to  attend  at,  and 
remain  in,  hospital,  except  in  certain  cases. 

Ordinance  No.  4  repeals  former  Ordinances,  and  empowers 
the  Governor  to  regulate,  by  notice  in  the  "  Official  Gazette,' 
sketching  and  photographing  in  Gibraltar. 

Ordinance  No.  &  enables  the  Governor'  to  make  rules  for 
regulating  the  introduction  of  dead  meat  into  Gibraltar. 


IV.— EDUCATION. 


The  following  table  shows  the  comparative   results   for  the 
past  two  years :  — 


Aided  Schools. 

Private  School*. 

. 

1900.               1               1901. 

1900. 

19(11. 

No.  on 
Uoolta. 

Average        No.  on 
Bttendince.     Books. 

1 

Avemgo 
attendance 

- 

- 

gffi    ;:: 

1,027 

956 

890 
721 

1,069 
934 

922 
719 

237 
^i2 

277 
295 

Total    ... 

1,983 

1,611 

2,003 

1,641 

559 

572 

v.— GOVERNMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

HOBPITALS. 

In  the  Colonial  Hospital  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  48  cases 
remained  under  treatment  from  the  previous  year,  and  691  fresh 
cases  were  admitted  during  the  year.  The  average  number  in 
hospital  daily  throughout  the  year  was  57. 

Seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  out-patients  were 
treated  at  the  hospital  dispensaiy  during  1901. 
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lo  the  small-pox  branch  of  the  hospital  there  wen  nine  casea 
nntler  treatment  from  the  previous  year,  and  twelve  fresh  csaw 
during  1901,  the  daily  average  being  two. 

A  statement  showing  the  expenditure  of  the  hospital  during 
each  of  the  last  five  years  is  appended. 

The  statement  includes  the  figures  for  the  Small-pox  Hospital, 
but  is  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  repair  of  the 
buildings. 


« 

ill 

TMr. 

ml 

aroK 

ETpeodi- 

ture. 

°tr- 

fl 

Few  Paid 
by  Out- 

p»tientB. 

fTumber 
of  Ont- 
patienta 
Trotted. 

£      t.   d. 

£    ».    d. 

£  ».  d. 

£    *.    d. 

1897 

60 

3873    6    5 

fi4  11      1 

4H    6    3 

115    3    .<! 

6473 

1898 

67 

3966  15     1 

69  n  10 

53    0    2 

83  19    7 

7450 

1899 

61 

4482    6    8 

73    9    7 

54  14  10 

90  15    0 

7746 

1900 

63 

5105  14    3 

81    0  10 

62    7     1 

86    0    9 

8879 

1901 

59 

4523  17    5 

76  13    6 

61    6    1 

78  13    1 

7258 

Savings  Bams. 

The  credits  to  depositors  on  the  31st  December,  1901,  amounted 
to  £45,500,  and  pesetas  2,333,077,  aa  against  £34,056  and 
pesetas  2,736,128  in  1900.  The  number  of  depositors  was  3,578, 
as  compared  with  3,443  in  1900.  The  amount  deposited  in  1901 
was  £28,483,  and  the  amount  of  withdrawals  was  £17,957  and 
pesetas  458,612. 

The  Profit  and  Loss  Account  for  the  past  year  showed  a  net 
profit  of  £2,369  to  be  transferred  to  General  Revenue. 


VI.— CRIMINAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  summary  convictions  before  the  Police  Magis- 
trate in  1901  was  632,  or  26  more  than  in  1900.  In  addition  to 
these  there  were  169  persons  discharged  with  a  caution,  or 
84  less  IJian  in  1900.  118  persons  were  discharged  for  want  of 
prosecution  or  for  want  of  evidence,  or  eight  more  than  in 
1900,  and  33  cases  were  dismissed  on  the  merits,  or  20  leas  than 
the  previous  year. 

Of  the  632  summary  convictions,  44  were  for  offences  against 
the  person;  38  for  offences  against  property;  1  for  an  offence 
against  the  Master;  and  449  for  other  offences. 
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Tkree  personB  were  ooimnittod  for  trial  from  tiie  MagiBtrste'a 
Court,  vis.,  two  for  ofEencea  against  tbe  person  and  one  for  an 
offence  against  property,  and  two  pereons  from  the  CouBolar 
Coort  at  Tangier  for  coinage  offences. 

In  all,  RV6  cases  were  tried  at  the  Criminal  Sessions  oi  the 
Supreme  Court  in  1901.  Of  these,  one  was  standing  over  for 
trial  from  1900,  and  one  case  committed  in  1901  has  not  yet 
bflUi  beard. 

Terdicto  for  the  Crown  were  returned  itt,  th&  five  oasee. 


VII.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  was  the  population  according  to  the  Census 
taken  <»i  the  Slst  March,  1901  :— 

CiTil  20,366 

Militafy  6,4T5 

Fort  Bbd  Hariwur      630 

Total        27,460 

as  compared  with  25,766  in  1891. 

This  increase  of  1,706  is  partly  attributable  to  the  employment 
of  a  lai^e  number  oi  persons  from  the  United  Kingdom  ia 
connection  with  the  Xaval  Dockyard  Extension  Works  and  the 
Eastern  Telegraph  Cfunpuiy. 

The  birth-rate  among  the  fixed  civil  populatiim  was  31'31 
per  1,000,  a  slight  increase  on  last  year's  rate,  and  above  the 
average  for  the  decennial  period,  1891-1900,  when  it  was  30*29 
per  1,000. 

'nte  death-rates  were  1866  per  1,000  of  total  civil,  aad  21*36 
per  1,000  of  the  fixed  civil  population. 

The  360  deaths  recorded  were  distributed  as  follows:  — 

Qeneral  diseases  169 

Local  diseases  216 

Injuries  6 

Among  the  general  diseases  there  were  24  deaths  from  diarrhcea 
and  42  from  old  age.  There  were  64  deaths  from  tubercular 
diseases.  Among  l^e  local  diseases  there  were  24  deaths  from 
apoplexy  and  66  from  pneumonia,  broncho-pneumonia,  end 
^thisiB.  The  tate  of  mortality  in  children  under  one  year  of 
age  was  diminished. 

Public  HsALxa. 

The  Health  Officer  reports  that  the  gener^  health  of  the 
population  during  tha  year  waa  veiy  satisfactory.  There  were 
no  epidemica.    l3ie  general  sanitary  condition  of  CKbraltar  is 
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also  satisfactory,  and  marked  iminoTements  hftve  been  made  in 
houses  which  were  formerly  very  insanitary.  Constant  auper- 
Tision  has  been  exercised  over  tiie  food  supplies  sold  in  the  town, 
and  bakeries,  public  houses,  eating  houses,  and  aerated  water 
factories  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  smiitary  defects 
remedied. 

The  supply  of  water  for  flushing  purposes  is  abandant,  and 
maintained  in  a  most  satisfactory  condition.  The  fresh  water 
supply  has  been  found  capable  of  meeting  a  demand  during  the 
last  year  at  least  double  that  of  any  previooB. 

The  roads  and  streets  of  the  Colony  are  being  improved  by  the 
conversion  of  the  exiating  carriage  way  into  the  new  form  of 
pavement  known  as  "Tar  Macadam,"  which  during  the  past 
year  has  fully  realized  the  many  advantages  which  were  origin- 
ally claimed  for  it 

Clihatb. 

The  mean  maximum  temperature  was  70*4  and  the  mean 
minimum  66'4.  Tlie  absolute  maximum  was  92'6,  on  the 
22nd  July,  and  the  absolute  minimum  was  39-3,  on  the  21st 
December.  The  rainfall  was  50*83  inches,  which  is  much 
greater  than  that  recorded  in  any  of  tile  last  five  years,  the 
average  during  that  period  being  only  33'30  inches. 


GENERAL. 


Un  the  20th  March,  His  Royal  Highness  the  Uuke  of  Cornwall 
and  York,  accompanied  by  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess 
of  Cornwall  and  York,  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  in  the  "  Ophir,"  on 
his  way  to  Australia  to  open  the  First  Session  of  the  Federal 
Parliament  at  Melbourne.  Their  Royal  Highnesses  met  with 
a  most  enthusiastic  reception. 

On  the  Ist  April  Greenwich  mean  time  was  adopted  in 
Gibraltar. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  with  the  New 
Coaling  and  Commercial  Mole,  which  is  being  constructed  by 
contract  under  the  supervision  of  the  Navy  Loan  Wra-ka  Depart- 
ment of  the  Admiralty. 


Gibraltar, 

8th  July,  1902. 


Feed,  Evans, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
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No.  344. 

GOLD    COAST. 


REPORT    KOR   1900. 


(For    Report    for    1899.    nee    No.    3<)6.) 


$rc«tntcl)  to  both  '^taatB  of  Sariianunt  bg  Sommanli  of  $ta  JRsjtBtg. 
Decen^er,  1901. 


Bx  DABUNO  &  MN,  Ltd..  34-W.  Bacon  Stbekt.  E. 


I,  KuT  Sjxaata  Bkbmwi,  'Plmwi  Stbvit,  B.C., 
ana  sz,  AaotaPOM  SnwK«,  WaanfunrKB,  B.W.; 
<»  OLIVEBift  BOTD,  Bdihbubse; 
or  E.  PONSONBT,   lie.  Ob^fioh  Stbixi,   Ddblpi. 
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COLONIAL  REPORTS. 

Tli<i  following,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  Hie  Majeaty's 
"OoloDial  PoBBessione  have  been  iBBued,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  soorcea  indicated  on  the  title  page  : — 
ANNUAL. 


No. 

Colony. 

Tear. 

321 

hagcm     

1900 

322 

Bennada           

323 

Rt.  Helena        

324 

Sierra  Leone 

325 

Gambia 

326 

Barhadoa           

327 

Bahamaa           

328 

Turks  and  CaicoB  Islands       

32U 

Malta     

330 

Straits  aettlements      

331 

Fiji        

332 

St.  Lucia           

333 

Seychelles         

FJkland  Islanda          

334 

' 

335 

33G 

British  New  Guinea     ... 

1899-1900 

337 

LeewArd  Islands          

1900 

338 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

339 

British  Hondnras         

340 

Hong  Kong      

341 

Ceyioii 

Gibraltar            

342 

343 

1900-1901 

MlSCELLANEOUa. 


Ho. 

Colon;. 

Subject. 

1 

Gold  Coast       

Forests. 

.    3 

Sierra  Leone     

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Canada   

Emigration. 

6 

Bahamas           

Sis&l  Indnstry. 

6 

?:aSL4;;;    :;;    ::: 

Bubonic  Plague. 

8 

Western  Pacific           

British  Solomon  IsUnds. 

9 

10 

Virgin  Islands 

Conditiou  during  1897. 

11 

Grenada 

Agricnltore  in  Cairiaoou. 

12 

Angailla 

Vital  StatiBtiM,  1898. 

13 

Cook  Islands     

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Fibre  Industry. 

15 

L^  Status  of  British  North 
American  Indians. 

16 

Miacellaneons  Colonies 

Medical  Reports. 

17 

Gilbert  acd  EUice  Islands      ... 

Report  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong      

Operations  in  New  Territory 
during  1900. 

V  Google 


OCIOSUI.  UTOBTS — imnTAL. 

No.  344. 
GOLD    COAST. 


GovEBNOR  Majob  Nathah  TO  Mr.  Chahberlaih. 

Goveniment  House,  Accra, 

5th  November,  1901 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  KoDOur  to  forward  a  Report  by  Mr.  C.  H 
HuDter,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary,  on  the  Bhi«  Book  of  the 
Gold  CouBt  for  the  year  1900. 

2.  I  regret  tlie  delay  which  has  occurred  in  the  preparation  of 
this  document,  due  to  the  great  amount  of  work  that  has  been  in 
the  Secretariat  this  year,  and  t«  the  staff  of  that  office  having 
been  unaroidably  below  strength. 

I  have,  &c.. 

M.  Nathan, 

Gomntiir, 


e10362— ■?&— 1I/1H)I     Wta61S2    U  1;  S— & 
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OOLD 

C(UaT,1900 


REPORT  ON  THE  BLUE  BOOK  OF  THE  OOLD 
COAST  FOR  1900. 


1.  The  table  below  ahovB   the  Revenue  for  tlie  year   1900 
mpared  with  that  of  the  preceding  year:  — 


Head. 

1    1899. 

1900. 

I.c»» 

Decreue. 

« 

£ 

£ 

£ 

CnBtome           

280,192 

282,652 

2,460 

— 

Light  dues        

1,303 

1,496 

192 

_ 

Licences    and   iiitarnal  reTenoo     not 

Fee*  of  coDrt  or  office,  pftyments  for 

menta  in  aid. 
PoatOffioo        ... 

16,079 
21,009 

482 

13,476 
19,618 

584 

102 

2,603 
VTOl 

Bents  of  Government  property 

290 

42 

- 

m 

Interert 

141 

450 

309 

- 

HMcellaneoiu 

3,300 

3,824 

524 

- 

Adhanti 

- 

3,406 

3,406 

- 

Northern  Territories 

- 

7,736 

7,736 

- 

Qtant  in  aid  of  eztienditnre  in 
Nortbern  Territories. 

the 

100,000 

50,000 

- 

5O.00O 

Total         ...      • 

422,796 

383,283 

14,729 

M,242 

2.  'Hie  General  Revenue  for  the  year,  exclusive  «f  frant«  in 
aid,  amounted  to  £333,383,  being  £24,397  less  than  the  amount 
estimated,  but  £10,487  more  tiian  that  collected  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  It  was  the  highest  Revenue  ever  raised  in  the 
Colony. 

3.  The  increase  was  entirely  dae  to  the  fact  that  Revenue  wa» 
derived  from  Ashanti  and  the  Kt^them  Territories  for  the 
first  time. 
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4.  A  ParliAiiiMkiary  Graat  of  £60,000  waa  loade  in  aid  of 
the  Expenditnre  in  the  Northem  Territories.  ^ 

5.  The  table  below  abovs  the  Expenditure  for  the  year  1900 
compared  with  that  of  the  preceding  year :  — 


He»d. 

1899. 

1900. 

InotMM. 

D«nue 

PoMJoni  uid  GrstaitiM        

£ 
5,610 

£ 
6,293 

683 

£ 

GoTemor  and  Legiaktore     

6,291 

6,303 

12 

- 

Coloniftl  Socretary'a  Offioe     

4,601 

4,249 

- 

262 

Aahanti 

2,608 

2,578 

- 

30 

Nortbern  Toiritorie* 

54,875 

37,441 

- 

17,434 

NatiTe  Affaire 

2,036 

1,882 

- 

664 

Treaenry          

6,143 

4,758 

- 

385 

Ciwtoms           

13.094 

14,719 

1,626 

- 

Preventive  Services 

8.906 

14,438 

6,532 

- 

Printing  OfBoe 

1,639 

1,502 

- 

37 

Audit 

1,487 

1,37B 

- 

"  112 

LigbthoDWM  and  Signal  Stations     . . . 

613 

6W 

- 

47 

"  8,S31 

8,896 

65 

- 

6.359 

6,994 

636 

- 

Law  Office™ 

1,626 

1,608 

- 

18 

1,015 

973 

- 

42 

40,583 

19,634 

- 

20,949 

Polite 

13,784 

12,614 

- 

1,270 

Volnnteen       

708 

616 

- 

192 

PrisoDS 

6.723 

7,471 

748 

- 

Medical  and  Sanitarj- 

21,208 

17,764 

- 

3,454 

Education        

6,523 

7,038 

616 

- 

Eotauiuil  Station!      

1,164 

1,650 

496 

- 

Carried  forward          

213,217 

178,652 

10,311 

44.876 

10363 

AS 
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'            H«d. 

.m 

1900. 

Increase. 

Brought  forward       

£ 
213,217 

£ 
179,662 

lO.BIl 

44,876 

Transport        

17,192 

17,038 

- 

164 

Rent      

1,226 

1,190 

- 

35 

11,484 

18,974 

7,490 

- 

Post  Office        

Tele^phs       

4,940 
6,660 

11,916 

416 

- 

pDblic  Worka  Department 

10,778 

10,457 

- 

321 

foblK  Works,  Recnrrent     

13,146 

14,162 

1,016 

- 

27,183 

19,814 

- 

7,369 

fipocial  Services          

3,911 

- 

- 

3,911 

Ashunti  Special  Bipedition 

20 

- 

- 

20 

Totals 

309,660 

272,203 

19,233 

56,686 

6.  The  foregoing  statement  shows  a  net  decrease  of  £37,453 
as  CMnpared  with  the  Expenditure  of  the  preceding;  year.  This 
decrease  was  due  to  a  general  saving  in  nearly  all  the  Depart- 
menls,  while  £43,461  less  than  estimated  was  expended  in  the 
Northern  Territories. 

7.  The  table  does  not  take  into  account  a  Grant-in-aid  of 
£202,300  in  respect  of  the  Ashanti  disturbances. 

8.  The  table  below  shows  a  comparatiye  statement  of  the 
Beveuue  and  Expenditure  for  the  last  five  years ;  — 


Taw. 


Expenditni 


1897 
189S 


3at,82-.i 
422,796 
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9.  It  will  be  observed  that  during  the  years  1896  to  1898  the        Golp 
Expenditore   very   considerably  exceeded   the  Revenue.     This  (Joabt,  190(t 
was  mainly  due  to  the  cost  of  the  Ashaati  expedition  of  1896- 

96,  which  was  defrayed  from  the  funds  of  the  Colony,  and  to 
the  opening  up  aiid  deTelopment  of  the  Northern  Territories. 
For  the  past  two  years  the  General  Bevenue  has  largely  exceeded 
the  ExpenditnreL 

10.  The  Colony  has  no  Public  Debt,  but  is  responsible  for 
advances  to  the  extent  of  £436,448.  This  iocludes  advances 
made  on  account  of  the  Seccondee-Tarquah  Railway. 

11.  An,  Ordinance  was  passed  in  1900  providing  for  the 
raising  of  a  loan  of  £676,000  for  railway  construction,  &c.,  in 
addition  to  the  £220,000  anthorised  in  1898  by  the  Railway 
Ordinance  of  that  year.  Neither  loan  has  yet  been  subscribed, 
but  the  sum  expended  cm  railways  up  to  the  end  of  1900' 
amounted  to  £389,869. 


TRADE,  AGRICULTURE,  AND  INDUSTRIES. 
Imposts  and  Exfobts. 

12.  The  totoJ  value  of  Imports  in  1900  was  £1,294,963,  and 
the  value  of  Exports  £885,445,  giving  a  total  value  for  the 
trade  of  the  Colony  for  the  year  of  £2,180,408,  a  decrease  of 
£83,808  on  the  previous  year. 

13.  Hie  table  below  shows  the  value  of  tJie  trade  of  the 
Colony  for  the  last  five  years :  — 


Imports. 

Year. 

Eiporte. 

Tot&l. 

Facing  duty.  |  Admitted  free. 

1896 

£                         £ 
552,968       '        226,041 

£ 
792,111 

£ 
1,570,120 

1897 

662,418               221,770 

867,793 

1,641,981 

1898 

599,508               360,828 

992,998 

1,963,334 

1899 

735,917               416,561 

1,111,738 

2,264,216 

1900 

849,022               446,941 

886,446 

2,180,409 
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OoLD  14.  The  table  below   gives   a  general  classification  of   all 

OoAtT,  1900.  Importa:  — 


TJnein 

Steriing. 

AtHOM. 

Of  import!  in 

detail,  ezclnding 

expetuee. 

Total  Volae, 
ezclnding 
ezpenaet. 

I.— Live  ftnimalB,  food,  drink,  and 

II.— Raw  msterialB  :— 

(o)  Metal       

(*)  Other       

£ 

£ 
311,258 

18,341 

769,442 
195,922 

1,209 
17;i3I 

in.— Manu&ctored  articles  :— 

(a)  Textile     

(b)  Met&l        

i-')  Other       

370,752 
93,265 
306,485 

tV.—Coiii  and  bullion... 

- 

Total          

£1,294,963 

16.  The  folloTing  is  a  compaiatiTe  table  of  the  Talue  of 
Imports,  showing  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  Import  trade 
is  with  the  United  KingdMn,  and  tiiat  while  the  ImpcH-ts  from 
the  United  Kingdom  and  British  Colonies  together  increased 
67  pOT  cent,  in  the  last  five  years,  those  from  Foreign  Countries 
increased  60  per  cent,  in  the  same  period :  — 


Tew. 

From  the 

United 
Kingdom. 

Prom 
British 
Goloniea. 

From 
Foreign 
Conntnee. 

Totak. 

18%      ... 

£ 
569,828 

£ 
28,520 

£ 
179,661 

£ 
768,009 

1897      ... 

526,411 

60,787 

196,990 

784,188 

1898      ... 

726,197 

43,101 

191,038 

960,336 

1899      ... 

658,721 

54,079 

239,678 

1,162,478 

1900      ... 

920,279 

78,042 

296,642 

1,294,963 
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Talne  in  Sterling. 

Artialea. 

Prodnceand 
ManofMtnw 
of  the  Colon}'. 

British  and 

Foreign  and 

Colonial  Prodooe 

and 

Mannfactnre. 

Totals. 

[.  iaT«  onimalB,  food,  diink, 
tad  narootics 

£ 

£ 
849 

£ 
849 

IL  Raw  utatwi&lt  :— 

(«)  Matal 

38,208 

68 

38,276 

(ft)  Other    

813,472 

14 

813,486 

in.  Maunfutared  articles  :— 
(a)  Textile 

_ 

ti,660 

6,660 

(6)  Metal    

- 

413 

413 

(c)  Other    

737 

3,913 

4,660 

IT.  Coin  and  bnllioD 

- 

21,121 

21,121 

Totals 

842,417 

33,028 

885,446 

IT.  Tlie  following  is  a  comparative  table  of  the  Tftlue  of 
Ezporta,  showing  t£at  the  greater  portion  of  the  Export  trade 
is  with  the  United  Kingdom.  Comparing  it  with  the  table  in 
paragraph  16,  it  will  be  seen  that  thB  proportion  of  the  total 
Exports  going  to  Foreign  Countries  is  far  higher  than  that  of 
the  total  Imports  coming  from  them :  — 


Tear. 

To 
the  United 
Kingdom. 

To 
British 
Colonies. 

To 
Coontnes. 

Totab. 

1896 

£ 
...    .      5.%,106 

37.471 

218,634 

792,111 

1897 

681,904 

36,667 

240,222 

867,793 

1898 

...   j      713,336 

41,6ti7 

237,996 

992,998 

1899 

...   1      767,675 

70,762 

273,401 

1,111,738 

1900 

609,779 

49,988 

326,678 

886,446 
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OoLD  18.  There  was   a  decrease  in  the  value  of  Exports  for  the 

OotfT,  1«X1.  year  1900  compared  with  that  of  1899  amnuntinff  to  £326,393, 

'   '  which  IB  attributed  to  the  Aahanti   rebellion   and  consequent 

atagnation  of  trade,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  rubber  no  longer 

goes  to  the  Gold  Coast  porta   from  the  neighbouring  French  > 

Colony,  a»  was  formerly  the  caae. 

The  following  are  the  most  important  items  of  decrease:  — 

Robber        £227,676 

Lumber        19,389 

Kola  Nuts 13,888 

Gold  and  gold  dust  13,293 


The  increases  are  trifling,  except  in 

Palm   oil      

Cocoa  


the  following  articles  :- 
...     £66,608 
11,316 


19.  The  followii^  table  shows   the  quantily   and  value   of 
kola  nuts  and  cocoa  exported  during  the  last  five  years :  — 


1 

Kola  Nuta. 

Cocoa. 

Tear. 

PackageB. 

Valoe. 

Lbs.      1       Tatue. 

IS96 

3,156 

£           K 

33.278    0 

86,854  1    2,276  13 

d. 
3 

1897 

4,278 

37,869  IG 

156,672  1    3,195  14 

7 

1898 



3,092 

35,789    3 

414,201  1    9,616    4 

0 

1899 

2,671 

57,020  16 

11 

714,929    16,063  19 

6 

1900 

1,907 

43,132  13 

1,200,794    27,280    9 

7 

30.  The  following  table  gives  quantities  and  values  of  palm . 
oil  and  palm  kernels  exported  in  the  last  three  years,  and  shows 
the  trade  in  these  to  have  been  maintained :  — 


Palm  Oil. 

PalmKemeU. 

Year. 

]     GalloM. 

Value. 

Tone. 

Value. 

1898 

1 

2,146,138 

£ 
114,288 

9,732 

£ 
66,378 

1899 

... 

..  1    3,323,919 

183,201 

12,664 

106,166 

1900 

..       4,238,686 

238.812 

12,811 

96,936 
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21.  The  following  table  giveB  qoaatities  and  Talues  of  timber        Oold 
exported  in  tiie  laat  five  jears,   and  ahowa   a  decline  in  Hum   OoAxr^tOO. 
-trade  tince  1897: —  ~ 


Tear. 

Quantity. 

Valme. 

lSi96     

FmI. 
6,036,381 

52,234 

1897     

15,286,216 

90.569 

189«    

13,620,965 

110,331 

1899    

11,990,832 

87,076 

1900    

7,443,987 

67,747 

22.  The  comparative  table  below  sIlowb  the  quantities  and 
values  of  rubber  exported  from  the  Colony  to  the  countriea 
mentioned  dnring^  Uie  laat  three  yean,  and  shows  a  large 
falling  o£E  in  1900,  partly  due  to  the  distiu-bances  in  Ashanti :  — 


Quantity. 

Value. 

GountrieH. 

1 

- 

1898. 

1899. 

19(10. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

United 
Kingdom. 

5,.'W0,75.i 

Lbs. 
.-■,249,.W1 

Lfae. 
3,063.657 

£ 
495,502 

£ 
522,854 

£ 
292,257 

Gennwiy... 

600,000 

.122,414 

322,009 

65,910 

32,836 

32.446 

Other 
Conntrie^ 

.1,129 

.199 

56,774 

2!i6 

.  41 

3,454 

Tot&lB... 

6,984,984 

5,572,6M 

3,452,440 

661,667 

565.731 

328,156 

23.  The  following  table  ^ives  quantities  and  values  of  gold 
-  exported  in  the  last  five  years,  and  sh^ws  a   stead;  decline, 
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Sold       due,  it  is  believed,  to  new  systems  of  deTelopmfflit  being  intn>* 
■  ^^^■M'OO.  dticed  and  old  mines  heiofg  closed  down :  — 

i  Gold  and  Gold  Dost. 


|- 



!  o». 

Ack.» 

■"'■' 

Vtlne. 

1896  . 

23,940 

10 

«3 

86,1  »6    7    2 

1897  . 

..  '     23.r.54 

13 

3-J 

84,797     9     1 

i898  . 

17,73-' 

n 

- 

a.837  13    6 

1899  . 

14,249 

14 

2ii 

61,299  13    0 

1900  . 

..   ;      10.!.57 

6 

13 

38,006  12    3 

10  kt  £H  13ii.  Od.  in  ralur 


CUSTOMS    RECEIPTS. 

24.  The  Mlowing  were  the  Castoms  receipts  during  the  year 
nt  the  principal  porta  of  the  Colony :  — 


Port. 

Imports, 

ezclogive  of 

SpintH,Giin- 

povder  and 

Gnn». 

Spirita. 

Gnn- 
powder. 

Guns. 

Totals. 

Accni 

£ 
16,li65 

£ 
39,423 

£ 

7011 

£ 
108 

£ 

66,906 

Addii 

G.126 

15,572 

103 

42 

21,842 

Axim 

7,4<0 

17,638 

544 

1^2 

26,664 

Cape  Const  ... 

23.217 

40,613 

721 

417 

64,868 

Kwitt* 

4,048 

8,741 

806 

m 

18,646. 

S»ltpond      ... 

7,290 

24,7f.6 

231 

76 

32.S53. 

Sekondi       ... 

2,821 

11,789 

47 

22 

14,679 

W  inneba     ... 

3,308 

20,884 

31-2 

11 

24,61& 

Other  Btnlioiis 

3,876 

22,796 

169 

31 

26,872 

TotuSB  ... 

74,810 

202,012 

3,G42 

880 

281,3« 

V  Google 


OOIANUIi  RSPOETS — AHNXUI<. 


13 


The  Cnstoms   receipU  show  a  net   icoresae  of  £2,460  otw        ®'**'^™ 
■thoBe  ol  the  preceding  year.  OotMt.lWL 

26.  The  principal  increaae  in  CnBtfODB  reoeipte  is  that  on 
tfaritB,  which,  compared  vith  the  Teceipta  of  last  year,  show 
an  increase  of  £15^69.  This  is  entiroly  doe  to  the  large  im- 
portation of  American  rum  to  the  detriment  of  the  trade  in 
gia;  the  duties  on  rum  showing  an  increase  of  £18,065,  whilst 
Sie  gin  dnties  show  a  decrease  of  £2,920.  The  most  marked 
decreases  are  those  under  the  following  heads :  — 

Oeaeral  Imports       £3,270 

Gunpowder  ...         ...         --.         8,305 

Guns  1,408 

The  decreaaea  in  receipts  from  (General  Importe  can  only  be 
attributed  to  the  Ashanti  disturbances,  and  from  Qunpowder 
and  Qans  to  the  Proclamation  of  April  12th,  1900,  prohibiting 
'  dealing  in  these  articles. 


26.  Ths  following  table  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
total  shipping  entered  and  cleared  for  the  last  five  years:  — 


SaiUug 

Vessels. 

SteamatB. 

Veiir. 

.>;  amber. 

Tonnnga. 

Number. 

Tonn^e. 

1896           

16 

6,7fi4 

400 

663,794 

1997           

16 

i;,5H2 

415 

680,277 

1898           

9 

8,178 

390 

672,811 

1899           

11 

4,825 

402 

631,124 

1900           

12 

4,858 

439 

708,742 

27.  The  increase  in  ttnmage  of  sieam«i8  entered  and  cleared 
orer  those  of  1899  amounts  to  77,618  tons.  This  is  doe  to  larger 
steamers  being  placed  on  the  West  African  Berrioe. 

28^  UtOre  is  a  regular  fortnightly  Engliish  mail  service 
between  the  ports  of  Axim,  Sekon^,  Cape  Coast,  and  Accra,  and 
the  United  Kingdom,  performing  the  voyage  in  16  to  18  days, 
and  a  regular  monthly  Qerman  mail  service  from  Accra  and 
Cape  Coast  to  Plymouth.  These  latter  boats  now  call  at 
Southampton  on  their  outward  passage. 


V  Google 


COLOITTAI.  EEPOBTS — AlflrTAT;. 


LEGISLATION. 


29.  During  the  year  1900  21  Ordinaucee  were  passed.  Of 
these  Nos.  1,  2,  6,  7,  13,  and  14  are  of  importance. 

30.  "  The  PatentB  Ordinance "  (No.  1  of  1900)  provideB  for 
the  protection  of  isTentions  b;  Letters  Patent. 

31.  "The  Trade  Marks  Ordinance"  (No.  2  of  1900)  provides 
for  tiie  registration  of  trade  marks,  giving  to  the  proprietors 
of  registered  trade  marks  the  right  of  exclusive  use  of  such 
trade  marks. 

32.  "  "Bie  ShipiHQg  Casualties.  Wrecks,  and  Salvage  Ordi- 
nance "  (No.  6  (rf  1900)  gives  authority  for  inquiry  to  be  made 
respecting  shipping  casualties,  and  in  the  case  of  salvage  directs 
that  Receivers  and  Assessors  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grovemor. 

33.  "  The  Imperial  Loans  Ordinance  "  (No.  7  of  1900)  makes 
provision  for  the  boirowing  of  the  sum  of  £676,000  for  certain 
public  work&  from  the  Imperial  Treasuiy  and  for  Ae  due  re- 
payment of  the  same. 

34.  "The  Ewitta  Customs  Tariff  (Amendment)  Ordinance" 
(No.  12  of  1900)  provides  a  new  customs  tariff  for  goods  imported 
at  Kwitta,  and  repeals  Ordinance  No.  8  of  1900. 

35.  "The  Concessions  Ordinance"  (No.  14  of  1900)  was 
passed  to  regulate  the  concession  of  rights  with  respect  to  lands 
by  natives,  and  provides  for  enquiries  into  concessions,  issue 
of  certificates  of  validity,  issue  of  licences  to  prospect,  payment 
of  dntiei  on  profits,  and  for  other  matters  affecting  the  mining- 
interests  in  the  CJolony. 


EDUCATION. 

FKnUKT. 

36.  The  schools  in  the  Colony  are  divided  into  two  classes — 
Government  and  Assisted.  The  former,  seven  in  number,  have 
been  established  and  are  exclusively  maintained  by  Government 
funds.  The  latter,  of  which  there  are  131,  are  schools  established 
by  the  different  Mission  Societies  and  receiving  annual  Grants- 
in-aid  from  the  State  towards  their  support.  There  are,  in 
addition,  a  number  of  schools  connected  with  the  Missions 
which  not  being  sufiSciently  large  (i.e.,  not  having  an  average 
daily  attendance  of  20)  do  not  receive  any  support  from  the 
Government.  The  principal  Missions  at  present  re^nesented  in- 
the  Colony  are  the  Wesleyan  Methodist,  the  Basel  (German 
Protestant),  and  the  Roman  Catholic  (French). 
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37.  There  in  no  ayttem  of  local  menagement  sb  that  term  is        ''^**fLui 
generally  undentood;  indeeil,  in  the  majority  of  villages  vheie  tA«"^»W' 

-  ediools  have  been  eatabliBhed  ihe  only  person  in  any  way  capable 
■iif  taking  a  share  in  the  man^ement  oi  the  eohools  ia  the  master 
himself.  The  sphere  of  each  Mission  is  divided  into  districts, 
and  an  ordained  member,  either  European  or  native,  of  the 
Socie^  represented  is  appointed  to  overlook'  all  the  schools  in 
hiB  partionlar  district  These  managers  appoint  and  dismiss 
teachers,  fix  salaries,  &c.,  without  any  reference  to  the  central 
aathorit?.  Hiat  this  system  is  far  from  satisfactory  is  at  once 
evident  from  the  fact  tiiat  a  journey  of  two  to  three  weeks  is 
in  some  oases  DeceBsary  to  enable  a  manager  to  make  one  short 
visit  to  each  of  the  schools  for  which  he  is  responsible;  but,  un- 
satisfactory as  the  arrangement  is,  it  is  under  present  cironm- 
stances,  and  will  be  for  some  considerable  time,  the  only  one 
possible. 

38.  The  total  number  of  children  returned  as  attendil^f  school 
in  1900  was  11,996,  about  14  per  cent,  of  whom  were  girls. 
The  average  daily  attendance  was  8,911,  and  tike  number  acl^ally 
presented  for  examination  was  10,339.  There  are  in  addition 
about  3,000  children  in  attendance  at  the  smaller  or  unassisted 
schools.  The  number  of  children  attending  school  is  thus 
barely  one  per  cent,  of  the  estimated  population  of  the  Colony. 

In  1886  the  number  of  children  on  the  rolls  was  3,513,  and 
the  average  daily  attendance  3,639. 

39.  The  following  table  gives  the  returns  for  the  past  ten 
years:  — 

Ntihbek  of  Schools. 


Y«r. 

Gowm- 

ment. 

Total 

No.  on 
RoU. 

Attendance. 

Grant-in-aid. 

1890-1 

49    . 

-W 

5,076 

3.541 

1,761     5    0 

1891-2 

69 

74 

6,666 

- 

1.678    4    0 

1892-3 

61 

72 

7,860 

6,196 

2,170  17     6 

1893-* 

70 

n 

8,174 

6,684 

2,394  14    0 

1894-5 

93 

100 

9.954 

7,570 

3,179    6    0 

1895-6 

109 

115 

n.20.i 

8,558 

3.400  11     0 

1897 

111 

IIR 

-* 

8.478 

3,646  13    8 

1898 

112 

119 

11,161 

8,369 

3,432  13    1 

1899 

123 

130 

12,240 

9,239 

4.129  11     5 

1900 

ISI 

138 

11,996 

8,911 

3,679  11     1 
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Gold  40.  In  the  two  priocipal  Oorenimflnt  schools  at  Accra  and' 

OoAT,  1900.  c^pe  Coast  a  fee  of  sixpence  per  month  is  charged  for  aoholan 

"^^        ia  the  standards,  and  children  in  the  infant  classes  are  oharged 

threepence  per  montt.     In  the  majority  ol  "  Assisted  "  schools - 

instruction  is  free,  but  in  a  few   cases  a  fee,   TaiTing  from 

one  dulling  to  ten  sliillings  per  quarter  is  paid. 

He  following  ;bable  showB  the  amount  of  ifees  paid  duriiur 
1899  and  1900:  — 


..  „.  I 


207  14 

210  12    3  636  10    8    I      747    2  11 


I 


The  average  annual  payment  of  each,  child  attending  school' 
during  1900  waa  thus  one  shilling  and  twopence. 

41.  In  1900  the  Gh>Temment  expenditure  on  edncation  was 
approximately  £7,000.  Of  thi»  amount  £3,679  11>.  Id.  was- 
awarded  as  Grauta-in-aid  to  tiie  Mission  Societies,  the  re- 
mainder representing  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  purely  GK>Tem- 
ment  schools  and  the  ezecutiTe  branch  of  the  Department,  lite- 
cost  to  the  Missions  of  maintaining  the  aided  schools  was,  as 
returned  by  them,  about  75  per  cent,  of  the  amount  expended 
by  the  Government. 

Yoluntaxy  subscriptions,  amounting  to  a  little  over  £200, 
were  received  by  the  variouB  missionary  bodies. 

SsooinusT. 

43.  Of  higher  or  secondary  eduoaticm.  thwe  is  nme.  The 
training  seminaries  of  the  Basel  Mission  at  Akropong  and 
Abetifi  may  be  said  to  be  the  only  attempts  at  an  education 
other  than  merely  elementary.  The  standard  fmn  which  the 
candidates  for  training  are  taken  is  not  at  present  sufficiently 
high  to  enable  the  work  done  at  these  institutions  to  be  of  a 
very  advanced  order. 

Technical. 

43.  In  1899  a  school  for  instruction  in  carpentry  was  opened 
by  a  qualified  European  master  in  connection  with  the  Govern- 
ment School,  Accra.  Attendance  at  these  classes  is  not  confined, 
to  scholars  from  the  Govemmeat  school,  children  from  the 
higher  standards  in  the  local  mission  school  haviug  the  privilege 
of  entry.  A  School  on  similar  lines  is  shortly  to  be  opened  at 
Cape  Coast,  where,  in  connection  with  the  Wesleyan  Misuon,. 
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clasBet  for  ins^etion  in  emiUk-work  Have  for  Bome  tJm»  twen 

Uo6i  of  the  schools  in  the  interior  hare  smal]  fduitatioita 
attached  where  the  aeholacs  receive  useful  instmction  in  the 
cultivatioa  of  cocoa,  coffee,  Bieal  hemp,  cassada,  &c. 


GK)VEENMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

44,  There  are  Qoverament  hospitals  at  the  following  places 
in  the  Colony: — ^Accra,  Cape  Coaat,  Elmina,  Azim,  SaltponJ, 
Ewitta,  and  Sumasi.  Of  these,  there  is  accommodation  for 
Europeans  at  the  two  first  named  stations.  A  nnrsing  sister 
has  now  been  appointed  to  the  hospital  at  Cape  Coast. 

46.  The  nnmber  of  in-patients  treated  during  the  year  at 
the  varions  hmpitals  was  1,185  compared  with  628  in  1899. 

AgYHIM. 

46.  Here  is  only  one  lunatic  asylum  in  the  Colony,  and  that 
is  at  the  Caatle  at  ChristiaiiBborg,  the  residence  olf  former 
Governors  of  this  Colony. 

47.  There  are  no  poor-houses  nor  reformatories  in  the  Colony, 
and  poverty,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  wonl,  is  practically 
unknown. 

SATteias  Bank. 

48.  The  deposits  for  the  year  amounted  to  £3,663,  and  the 
withdrawals  io  £4,067,  making  an  excess  of  withdrawals  over 
deposits  of  £5X4.  The  number  of  depositors  fell  to  nearly  half 
that  of  the  previous  year.  The  reason  that  the  transactions 
have  decreased  is  stated  to  be  mainly  due  to  the  establishment 
of  branches  of  the  Bank  of  British  West  Africa  at  Accra  and 
Cape  Coast.  These  branches,  by  giving  6  per  cent,  instead  of 
2|  per  cent,  interest,  have  taken  away  from  the  Savings  Bank 
the  larger  and  more  permanent  of  the  deposits.  The  small 
depositors,  mainly  subordinate  officials  and  traders'  clerks,  still 
continue  to  make  use  of  the  Savings  Bank  chiefly  as  a  means 
for  safely  keeping  their  money.  They  deposit  their  nLonthly 
pay  as  soon  as' received  and  draw  it  out  agaift-in  instalments 
as  they  require  it  for  use.  The  vast  bulk  of  the  natives  who 
have  money  make  no  use  of  any  Bank,  preferring  to  obtain, 
usurious  rates  of  interest  for  its  loan,  though  this  is,  of  course, 
attended  1^  risk.  The  Savings  Bank  on  the  Gold  Coast  with  its 
271  depositors  cannot  on  the  whole  be  looked  upon  as  a  thriving 
institution,  though  I  am  informed  that  it  is  appreciated  by  tha 
small  number  of  people  that  make  use  of  it. 
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Oout  49.  OompHsttTO  table  showuig  deposits  for  1880  and  1900  :- 

.CtoABT,  19U0 


Station. 

18M. 

1900. 

Inoreaae. 

D«oi«Me. 

Aoon         

£      1.   d. 
938  14    3 

£      t. 
985  17 

d. 

1 

£      ».   d. 

£      $.  d. 
2  17    2 

Adda        

168    9    8 

160  15 

0 

2    5    4 

- 

Azim         

710    6    2 

313    1 

i 

- 

397    4    I 

OapeOoMt 

1,010  19    4 

904  10 

9 

- 

106    8    7 

Rlmina         

61    3    9 

77    5 

2 

16    1     5 

- 

Kwitta      

242  12    6 

562  12 

0 

319  19    6 

- 

Saltpond 

82    6  10 

152    3 

2 

69  16    4 

- 

Sakondi     

118    3    8 

0    6 

6 

- 

117  17    2 

TmIcw.     

223    7    7 

42  13 

0 

- 

ISO  14    7 

Winneba 

339  17    8 

364     1 

6 

14    3  10 

- 

Total 

3,936    0    5 

3,663    5 

3 

422    6    S 

805    1    7 

50.  CcMaparatiTe  table  shoving   withdrawals  for 
1900:  — 


Station. 

1899. 

1900. 

Increaae. 

DeoteaM. 

Aocn        

1,668    4 

d. 
6 

£     «.  d. 

1,266    6    8 

£      s.   d. 

£      ».  d. 
289  17  10 

Adda          

0    7 

0 

213  12    3 

213    5    3 

- 

Arim          

521  15 

4 

487    8    3 

- 

34    7    1- 

Gape  Cout 

1,»I6  18 

9 

1,327  IS    7 

120  14  10 

- 

Elmina      

56  19 

3 

63    0    1 

7    0  10 

- 

Kwitta      

55  16 

0 

74    2    4 

!8    6    4 

- 

Sdtpond 

51    7 

1 

20S  14    5 

156    7    4 

- 

Bekondi     

103    0 

0 

4    4    0 

- 

98  16    0 

Taikwa     

- 

44    8    9 

44    8    9 

- 

Winneta 

420    3 

4 

377    1    6 

- 

43    1  10 

Total 

3,973  11 

3 

4,066  11  10 

559    3    4 

466    2    9 

V  Google 


CXKAITIAI.  BEPOKTS — AKIOJAI^ 


51.  The  table  b«low   iIiotb  the  Bynopue  of   deposits,  from         Gold 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  nnmber  of  deposittKra  is   con-  Ooaw,  1,900? 
siderably  less  than  it  was  in  1899 :  —  """     '■  ■ 


Sffiwpsis 

/  DeposUE. 

1 

o 

s    Is    |s 

si    SB    S8 

T«ar. 

Aocoonta 
under 

SS 

8 

Total. 

-s« 

11 

|1 

l^'l^ 

1 

1898      ... 

360 

26 

34 

27 

8 

S 

6 

469 

1899      ... 

335 

33 

31 

31 

16 

8 

4 

458 

1900      ... 

172 

26 

24 

29 

8 

8 

4 

271 

52.  Below  is  a  comparative  statement  showing  the  transactions 
of  the  Savinga  Bank  since  it  was  established  in  1888 :  — 
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POLICE. 


63.  Title  strength  tit  the  Folioe  Force  on  the  Slat  December, 
1900,  was  410  of  all  ranks ;  149  recruits  were  enlisted  at  Accra, 
but  of  these  10  were  afterwards  rejected  as  unsuitable.  Police 
duties  among  their  people  aie  very  distasteful  to  the  natives 
of  the  Gold  Coast,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  with  preat  difficulty 
recmita  can  be  induced  to  enlist  in  the  Police  Force. 


54.  There  are  16  prisons  in  the  Colony,  including  Coomassie 
and  Attolmba. 

55.  Carpentering,  tailoring,  boot-making,  and  other  trades 
ore  carried  m  at  the  Accra  and  Elmina  i»isons.  The  prisoners 
at  other  statims  are  empl<^ed  sb  labourers  and  scavengers. 

56.  During  the  year  there  wne  13  escapes  as  compared  with 
2L'  in  1899,  Of  these,  -t  weie  recaptured.  Corporal  puiiishment 
was  administered  to  3  prisoners,  as  compared  with  18  and  10' 
in  1899  and  1898  respectively.  The  number  of  executiona 
was  7. 
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&9.  The  following  table  shows  the  death  and  inTaliding  rate        Qout 
per  1,000  amfHlg  the  Europeam :  —  Oour,  1900. 


Claaa. 

No. 

DMthH. 

Inv&lided. 

Death  rate 
pw  1,000. 

per  1,050. 

OffleiftI 
Non-otlicial  ... 

468 
1,512 

10 
34 

29 
99 

21-36 

22-48 

61-96 
65-47 

Total     ... 

1,980 

44 

,. 

22-22 

64-64 

60.  No  death-rate  can  he  calculated  for  the  natives  owing  to 
the  impoasibility  of  obtaining  reliable  information.  It  is,  how- 
ever, eatiefactory  to  not«  that  advantage  in  being  taken  of  the 
hospitals  provided,  the  number  of  in-patients  treated  during  the 
year  being  nearly  double  of  that  for  1899. 

61.  The  Pathological  Laboratory  which  was  eBtablished  at 
Accra  in  tiie  preceding  year  made  little  or  no  progress  in  1900, 
owing  to  the  absence  at  Coomassie  of  the  Medical  OfHcer  in 
charge  nf  it. 

62.  Each  year  shows  some  improremeut  in  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  Accra,  as  well  aa  most  of  the  coast  towns,  but  the 
habits  of  the  people  are  dirty,  and  much  of  the  sickness  in 
ibe  Colony,  especially  at  Cap»  Coast,  is  attributable  to  this. 

63.  The  following  table  ^ows  the  monthly  Taiofall  at  Accra 
and  Abnri  for  the  years  1899  and  1900 :  — 


Accra.. 

Abari 

1899. 

i9oa 

1899.       1 

1900. 

January 

_ 

■6-2 

■50 

1-51 

Febniary 

■62 

■8 

4^74 

2-30 

Uarch       

1-99 

1-27 

618        1 

272 

April         

■1.4 

4-89 

3-08        1 

4-88 

M.y        

4-16 

3-98     ■ 

3^9e     j 

.1-14 

Jtme         

403 

3-56 

5-94     ■ 

572 

Joiy      

■11 

■90 

6-35 

248 

Aognrt      

412 

-30 

545 

1-49 

Beptembor 

■66 

■20 

115 

229 

October 

2-47 

5-36 

frlfi 

5^90 

Novmnber 

_ 

2-20 

5-64 

253 

December. 

-94 

- 

1-06 

2^69 

Total* 

19-64 

23^34 

4912        1 

3765 

From  jh^  table  it  will  be  seen  that  -the  rainfall  at  Aburi 
:  is  considerably  le«a,  and  at  Accra  rather  more,  than  in  the 
previous  year. 
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POST    AND    TELEGRAPHS. 

'  64.  From  the  Ist  of  October,  1899,  the  two  branches  of  the- 
office  were  put  under  the  administrotioa  of  the  Poatmaster- 
General. 

Post. 
65.  The  table  below  ahowB  some  port  of  the  busineaB  of  th& 
Postal  Department  during  1900  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year; — 


Yeu. 

No.  of 

Articles 
Ported. 

TottdamoaDt 

of  Money 

Order 

Trwuactionii. 

Total 
lunoant  of 
Postal  Order 
TnuunotionB 

No.  of 
Puvels. 

1899 

InoreMe    

Decreue    

41,878 
48,760 

£       ».    d. 
lfi,«-8    4    6 

21.H21  17    9 

£       ..    d. 
2,387    4    6 

2^4    9    6 

5,744 
7,995 

6,882 

4,942  19    8 

02  15    (■ 

2,251 

The  money  orders  show  a  larife  increase  on  those  ot  the- 
prerious  year. 

Teleobapbs. 

66.  The  increase  in  tele^pruns  sent  in  1899  was  steadily  main- 
tained during  the  year,  the  total  number  of  telegrams  trans- 
mitted during  the  year  being  140,315,  as  compared  with  128,026 
in  the  previouB  year;  and  the  Revenue  collected  being  about 
£400  in  excess  of  that  of  1899.  Temporaiy  offices  were  opened 
at  a  number  of  places  during  the  Ashanti  disturbances.  The 
telegraph  line  for  the  greater  part  of  the  distance  between 
Prahsu  and  Coomassie,  and  for  many  miles  north  of  Coomassie, 
was  destroyed  l^  the  Ashantis,  but  the  greater  part  of  it  was 
restored  before  the  end  of  the  year, 

67.  The  number  of  messages  sent  through  the  QoTemmeat 
Ofiices  for  transmission  by  the  African  Direct  Tel^^ph 
Company,  amounted  to  2,663,  as  compared  with  2,268  in  1899. 

TbIiBPHOITES. 

68.  There  is  a  telephone  exchange  at  Accra  connected  with 
all  the  Government  Offices.  It  was  intended  to  establish  am 
exchange  at  Cape  Coast  daring  the  year  but  the  disturbances 
in  Ashanti  prevented  it  being  completed.  Communication  was 
established  between  Cape  Coast  Castle,  the  Base  CommandanVs  - 
Office,  and  the  Hospital. 
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MILITAET  FORCES   AND  EXPENDITTTRE.  Gold 

OOAST,  1900. 

69.  There  are  no  Imperial  or  militia  forcee  in  the  Colony.         -™" 

70.  The  establishment  of  th»  Gold  Coast  Constabulary  in 
1900  was   1,521  of  all   ranks.     The  strengrth  of  the  force  on 

~31§t  December  was  much  below  this  establishment,  owing  to 
a  la^e  number  havioj;  been  killed  during  the  disturbances  in 
AahuLti  and  the  ceBsation  of  all  recruiting  for  the  force  for  the  • 
time  being.  The  total  expenditure  during  the  year  in  con- 
nection with  the  force  amounted  to  £19,634.  A  complete 
reorganization  of  the  force  is  proposed. 

71.  The  Gold  Coast  Rifle  Volunteers,  which  was  raised  in 
1892,  have  gradually  increased,  the  nominal  strength  of  the 
force  on  the  31st  December,  1900,  being  283,  or  42  in  excess 
■of  the  strength  at  the  end  of  the  iKrevious  year :  — 


I 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

72.  At  the  commencement  of  .\pril  the  Coomassie  chiefs  and 
their  followers  in  Ashanti,  together  with  the  OflSnaus,  Atchimas, 
and  EgisuB,  rose  against  the  Government,  and  were  afterwards 
joined  by  part  of  the  Kokofus,  the  Adansis,  Ahafua,  Wankis, 
Bechims,  and  Inkwantas.  The  Governor  was  besieged  at 
Coomassie  till  the  2-'ird  June,  when  he  ma«Ie  his  way  to  the  coast, 
leaving  a  small  ganison  in  the  Residency.  A  force  of  West  and 
Central  African  troops  under  Colonel  Sir  James  "WiUoocks 
relieved  the  Residency  on  the  16th  July,  and  inflicted  several 
defeats  on  the  Ashantis,  the  operations  lasting  till  the  end  of 
the  year. 

73.  Trade  with  the  interior,  except  with  the  eastern  part  of 
the  Colony,  ceased  during  the  rising  and  military  operations. 

74.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  a  large  nnmber  of  Enropeans 
arrived  on  the  Gold  Coast  wid  a  view  to  the  proopecttng  and 
derelopment  of  mining  propertiee. 

76.  The  difficulties  of  transport  which  have  always  been  an 
-obstacle   to  the  general    progress  «f  the  Colony  were  greatly 
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Gk»u>  increased  l^  tke  neceuitf  of  providing  for  the  moTemeni  of  >- 
OOMT,  WO.   lai^  nnmbw  of  troops  with  their  stores  and  ammunitirai  to  and 

"""         from  Aahaoti. 

—  76.  Soarcify  of  labour  again  showed  iteelf  to  be  a  Tei7  seriona 

impediment  to  the  tuning  np  (rf  the  Colon;  generally ;  the 
price  of  labour  is  high  and  the  supply  most  uncertain. 

77.  Bailhead  on  tiie  Seccondee-Taniuah  Railway  was  at 
251  miles  from  Seccondee,  or  14  miles  short  of  Tarijuah,  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  formation  level  being  complete  for  four 
miles  beyond.  The  scarcity  ift  labour  had  very  seriouBly  retarde** 
the  progress  of  the  work. 

78.  TBe  inveBtigations  for  a  water  supply  for  Accra  pro- 
gressed, but  no  definite  scheme  has  yet  been  determined  on. 

79.  His  Excellency,  Major  Nathan,  G.M.O..  B.E.,  was  ap- 
pointed G-ovemor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Colony  in 
succession  to  Sir  F.  M.  Hodgson,  E.C.M.G.,  and  arrived  at- 
Accra  on  the  17th  December. 

C,  H.  HUNTEE, 

Atiing  Colonial  Seeretaiy. 
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No.  376. 


GOLD    COAST. 


REPORT    FOR    1901. 


(For  Report  for  1900,  see  No.  344.) 


^ttetnith  to  both  $on«ts  of  ^itElianient  bjj  (JTommsnll  of  $»  JKajeeti^ 
December,  1902. 


LONDON: 

FBSSTSD    FOB    HIB    HAJBOTT'S    BTATIONEBT    OFFICE, 
By  DABUNG  a  SON,  Ltd.,  Si-iO,  Buxm  Bxwnrr,  E. 


i,  Stfr  EuDiMs  Bssrar,  nunr  Sraunr,  E.C., 
mna  wj,  Aantaixw  frrasBT,  W^mcnrirMk,  8.W.; 

or  OLIVEK  *  BOTD,  EomntMH; 
r  E.  PONBONBT,  118,   OsAnox  Stbzit,  TUma. 


[Cd.  788-16]     PrJMSid. 
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The  following,  among  otb«r,  reports  relating  to  Hu  Majesty's 
Colonial  PosseBBiona  have  been  issned,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
Uie  Boorces  indicate  on  the  title  page : — 
ANNtAL. 


No. 

Colony. 

Tear. 

361 

•lanuka 

1900-1901 

S52 

1901 

363 

1900 

3H 

Bermuda 

1901 

S66 

Qambia 

356 

FalUuid  IsUnda 

367 

Northern  Territoriei  of  the  Gold  Cout      

368 

Malta      

369 

Gibraltar 

360 

361 

Siem  Leone      ... 

362 

British  Hondaru 

363 

Turks  and  CsicOB  Uande       

364 



»l 

366 

Bahama* 

1901-1902 

366 

Fiji         

1901 

367 

Ceylon    

368 

Barbados 

1901-1902 

369 

Hong  Kong 

1901 

370 

Coooe  lalandi    ... 

1902 

371 

St.  Heleu 

1901 

372 

British  Solomon  Idanda         

1901-1902 

373 

Jamaica 

374 

Leemrd  lalanda 



» 

MISCELLANEOCS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Snbjeot. 

1 

OoMCoaat        

2 

Zolnland 

Foreata. 

3 

oierm  .uoone      .<<        ...        ... 

Geology  ud  Botany. 

4 

6 

Bahamas 

Sisal  Indoatry. 

« 

HoDRKong       

Bnbonic  Plagne. 

Nowfoondland 

8 

Weetem  Padfic 

Britiah  Solomon  blanda. 

9 

Dominica           

■  10 
11 

TitginlaUndi 

Qranada  

Condition  during  1697. 
Agricnltnre  in  (Suriaoon. 
Vital  Statialaca,  1898. 

12 

Angoilla. 

CoA  Wanda     

Bahamas 

13 
14 

Tnde,1899. 
Fibwindnitry. 

15 

Canada    

Legal  Btatna  of  Britiah  North 
American  Indians. 

16 

Medical  Beporta. 

17 

nilbert  and  ElUoe  lalanda      ... 

Beport  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong      

Operations  in  New    Territon 
"nringigOO.                     ^ 
HedicallUporta. 

19 

20 

WriHaiWei 

General  BepoTl 
Beport  on  Cwibfc 

21 

Domitiica 
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No.  376. 
GOLD   COAST. 

(For  Beport  for  1900,  tee  No.  U4.) 


ACTINQ  GOVBSITOB    ASTHTTR    to    Mr.    ChaHBEKLAIH. 

GoTemmeiLt  House, 

Accra, 
26th  October,  1802. 
Sis, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  traDsmit  herewith  a  Bepoii  on 
the  Blue  Book  cxE  the  Gold  Coast  for  the  year  1901,  propsred  by 
Mr.  G,  Attrill,  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 

2.  I  regret  that,  owing  to  the  presanre  <^  work  that  ha« 
fallen  upon  the  Secretariat,  the  staff  of  that  Deportment  having 
been  below  strength  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year, 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  complete  the  Beport  earlier. 

I  hare,  Ac, 

L.  >B.  Abthus, 

Admg  Oovemor. 
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BEPOBT  ON  TKE  BLUE  BOOK  OF  THE  GOLD 

COAST  FOR  THE  TEAE  1901. 


FINANCIAL. 

1.  The  table  below  ghowB  the  Bevenue  for  the  year  1901  com- 
pared with  thaH,  for  1900:  — 


H«d.ofRevenne.        !   °°",tS^ '^ 

CollMtadiD 

luoiMM. 

D«CKua. 

i!  Light  dnei      Z        .'.'. 
8.  Lic>DaM,EioJBe,&c.... 
4.  Pbm  Of  Court  or  office, 
Ac. 

G.  Pott  office       

e.  Hcnta  of  GovornmoDt 

T.iKKr    

U.  RcTeaiu  from  Aihuiti 

10.  Bavenw  fron.  North- 

un  Tcnitorisi. 

£        ,.     d. 

288,66!  10    b 

\,i%&  10    0 

13,4  Jfi  18    *. 

19.617  16     9 

42     2    0 

449  16    6 
3,824    6     1 
a;406H    0 
7,786     7    a 

£         ..     i. 
860,818  IB     4 
1,478     2     0 
S0,0S8  11     1 
68,610  16    8 

76*  10    6 
46    6    0 

717  1  e 

12396  18    B 
18,8118    0    S 
7,BS4  IS    4 

£        ,.   d.'         £    f.   d. 
68,SS4    6  11               — 

-  19    B    0 

6*S7  17  10               - 
88,893  18    6  '            — 

170  17  10  1           - 
8    8    0             — 

S67    9    0             - 
IV171  18    2  ;            — 
16S82    6    9 

—  411  16    6 

LudMloi 

838,268    T    6 

471,012  18    0 
180  10    0 

188,160    9    0  1      481    B    6 

180  10    0  1           - 

ImperiklGranU:— 

(a.)  Nortbeni  Territoriei 

888,288    7    6 

6fi,0i*    0    0 
202,800    <J    0 

471,198    8    0 

26,000    0    0 
1W.700    0    0 

188,840  10    0 

481    S    6 

36,000    0    0 
4,600    0    0 

586,088    T    b 

698398    8    0 

188,840  19     0 

80,081    S    6 

2.  The  net  iucreafle  in  the  general  Revenue  iot  the  ywx, 
exclusive  of  granta-in-aid,  was  higher  than  that  of  1900,  which 
was  higher  than  that  of  any  previous  year  by  i)187,909  15j.  "id., 
and  it  wae  £122,998  -is.  in  excess  of  t^e  original  estimates. 

3.  The  increase  in  Customs  Beceipte  was  due  to  the  expan- 
siou  of  the  general  import  trade  of  the  Colony,  the  imports 
for  the  year  being  valued  at  £1,801,027,  as  against  £1,258,963 
for  1900,  and  £1,162,478  in  1899. 

4.  During  the  year  a  large  number  of  spirit  licenaea  were 
issued,  more  especially  in  tibe  Sekondi  and  Tarkwa  Districts, 
resulting  in  an  increased  receipt  from  this  item  of  Beveune 
as  compared  with  1900  of  £4,170. 

5.  The  increase  aippearing  under  Fees  of  Court  was  almost 
entirely  due  to  Stamp  Duties,  which  amounted  to 
£64,364  14*.  td.,  as  against  £17,347  6*.  id.  received  in  1900, 
The  greater  portion  of  the  above  sum  was  received  for  Stamp 
Duties  on  concession  documents,  a  large  number  of  which  were 
registered  during  the  year. 

6.  The  increases  in  the  other  items  o3  Hevenue  do  not  call 
for  special  remark.  The  general  improvement  of  trade,  and 
the  large  amount  of  money  put  into  circulation  by  the  railway 
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works  and  the  milling  industry  have  no  doubt  been  the  cause 
of  the  all-round  increase  in  the  Revenue  of  tite  Colony. 

7.  The  increaae  in  "MiscellaneouB"  is  due  to  Ri^alties. 
due  ior  1900  having  been  paid  in  1901,  and  the  increase  in 
"  Revenue  from  Ashanti "  to  the  collection  of  interest  tax. 

8.  The  Imperial  Glrant  for  the  Northern  Territories  was 
£26,000  less  than  in  1900,  when  it  was  £60,000,  and  included 
a  loan  of  £25,000  for  the  extension  of  the  telegraph  line,  whilst 
tliA  Revenue  derived  from  those  teiritories  was  £411  lbs.  bd. 
less. 

9.  The  falling  off  in  the  Bevenae  of  the  NortJiem  Territories- 
'  was  due  to  the  stoppage  of  tlie  caravan  trade  with  Ashanti  and 

to  the  non-sale  of  trade  goods,  the  year's  supply  not  having 
berai  obtained  owing  to  the  Ashanti  rebellion. 

10.  The  Imperial  Grant  on  account  of  Ashanti  disturbances 
was  £197,700,  being  the  balance  of  the  Imperial  Loan  of 
£400,000,  of  which  £202,300  was  granted  in  1900. 

11.  The  total  receipts  therefore  carried  to  the  general  account, 
of  the  Colony  at  Slst  December  amounted  to  £693,893  3«. 

12.  The  table  below  shows  the  Expenditure  for  the  year  1901 
compared  with  that  of  the  preceding  year:  — 


^ 

"T^* '  -rs-^' 

Inerea». 

Dccieaae. 

1.  Ohanee  on  acounnt  of 

public  debt. 

2.  PenjioneandpratnitiM 

8.  GoTcmoiandLegisla- 

ton. 
4.  Ctolonial      Secretary's 

Office. 
G.   Ashanti            

6.  Northern  Territiniee... 

7.  Native  affairs 

9.  Oastoms           „.         ... 
9a.  Prarentive  seiricea  ... 

10.  Printing  offica 

11.  Andit 

12.  Lighthoases  and  sigml 

■tatioDB. 

14.    Supreme  Coort 

16.  Law  Officers 

17.  Wert  African  Frontier 

18.  Po!i«  .' 

19.  V..lnnle«r*       

20.  PriBOBB 

21.  Medical           

22.  Snnitary          , 

38.  Pnblio  cemeteries       ... 

28.  Transport       

£       >.     d. 

6,299  IB    4 
6,808     2     fi 

4,249    8    9 

2,677  10    7 

1^8!    9    0 

4,768    7  10 
H71H  16    4 
14.488     8  10 
1,602     6     8 
1,876     1  11 
666  11  11 

8,8%    0    8 
6,994    6     1 
1,608     a     7 
602  18     8 
19,684     4     2 

19,614     9     8 
filfi  11    7 
7,470  11     7 
16,108  16     4 
2,646     I     G 
S7D     0  10 
7,088     fi     0 
1,649  11     1 
17,087  IS     2 

£        jr.     .(. 
16,178  18     8 

6,666     9     1 
6,668  11     2 

4,761    0  10 

11,086    4    1 

3.89714     8 
6,681    0  11 
16.662  12    4 
14.097  14     7 
1.726    9     9 
1,86*    a    9 
87110     8 

8,670     K     4 
6.7i6     9     6 
l,6fiS     0    6 
766  18  11 

78,487     6     7 

16^0     8     3 
867  16     « 
8,486     7     6 
22.009  19  11 
8.274  13     0 
428  12     8 
«,648     0  11 
2,216  12     0 
24,218  16    7 

£      f.    d. 

15,178  18     8 

87.1  12     9 
!60     S     9 

611  12    1 

8,467  la     6 

1,509     5     8 
'872  18     1 

948  16     0 

227  4    6 
106  18    a 

787  4    6 

44  14  11 

154     0     8 

63,808     1     6 

4,816  6  0 
862  8  11 
966  16     8 

6,901  B  T 
629  10  7 
68  11     6 

666     0  11 

7,181    0    B 

£     ..    d. 
B40I4    r 

20l»     2 
326  16  \l 

496    4  10- 

Carried  fcnratd  ... 

168,249     8  11 

261,192    6    0 

104,126  17     B 

1,18!  16    t 
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Expenditure— cant. 


HMdcofBzpcnditiii.. 

Imo. 

"rr- 

i,^. 

DeoiMio. 

Brottcht  fonrud  „ 
But 

IS.  Fort  »d  telcgnphi  ... 

39.   Fnbtio  world 

M.  Pnblia    works    rarar- 

£      ,.    d. 
li8,S49    a  11 
1,190     8     0 
Ig^TS  lb  10 
11,91b  It!     1 
10,467     6     9 
14,161  17     8 

£      :    d. 
281,191    «     0 

ll,07r  4  11 
18,061  19     1 
11,771  IB     7 
16,4W  16     8 

£      ..'  d. 
I04,l»  17    U 

4,148    0  U 
1,814  13  10 
1,160  17  10 

£      t.    d. 
1,183  It    t 
1,1M    I    0 
7,901  10  11 

Pttblio    work!    Bzttaoi^- 

314,948     6     4 
19,814     I  11 

816,631    G    I 
18,918  17    6 

110,847    S  10 

10,274    9    1 
6,860    *    6 

SnriM  provided  b;  Id- 
(k)  AshuUdutorbuiou 

2W,762     7     3 

■7,441     3     9 
148,468     V     S 

829,476     2     7 

16,693     1     4 
134,892     6     ! 

I10,M7    8  10 

»,1>1  IB    6 

21,S«    1    6 
119,081    4    0 

ei5,«w  19    i 

469,469     9     1 

110,847    8  10 

le7,0U  18  11 

13.  An  Expenditure  amounting  to  £19,062  lOi.  Qd.  mw  in- 
cozred  under  cntein  heads  in  excess  oi  tJi«  amount  estimated; 
but  on  the  other  hand  a  saving  of  £43^0  It.  4d.  was  efEected 
ondw  other  heads  oi  £xp«iditure,  together  with  a  sum  of 
£16,565  18».  Sd,  under  the  Vote  lor  Northern  Territories. 
Ihe  actual  Expmditure,  therefore,  was  £39,753  9i.  6d.  leee 
than  the  sum  provided  £w  by  the  Estimates. 

14.  The  comparative  Statement  of  Expenditure,  '1900  and 
1901,  exhibits  an  increased  expenditure  in  1901,  inclusive  of 
the  Northern  Territories,  of  £110,847  8i.  10<2.— £37,983  14«.  lid. 
>£72,863  13j.  Ud.  Of  this  amount,  £53,803  was  due  to  the 
establishment  of  the  West  African  Frontier  Force;  £15,178 
to  interest  charges  on  advances  obtained  by  the  Crown  Agents 
pending  the  raising  of  the  S^ilway  Loan ;  and  the  balance  to  the 
reorganization  of  almost  every  deparbnent  of  the  Service. 

16.  The  Expenditure  on  the  Ashanti  disturbances  brought 
to  account  during  the  year  amounted  to  £124,392  6>.  2d.,  which 
together  with  the  amount  expended  in  1900,  vie., 
£243,463  Qs.  2d.,  gave  a  total  e:Q>enditure  of  £367,845  Ut.  id. 
at  Slst  December,  1901. 

16.  The  above  expenditure  has  been  met  out  of  a  loan  of 
£400,000  from  the  Imperial  Government,  £202,300  of  which 
was  received  in  1900,  and  the  balance^  £197,700,  in  1901,  as 
already  stated. 

17.  A  comparative  Statement  of  Bevenue  and  Expenditure 
for  the  ten  years  1892  to  1901  follows,  showing  the  rapid  strides 
which  this  Colony  has  made  within  the  last  ten  yean,  the 
Bevenue  for  1901,  exclusive  of  grants-in-aid,  being  £471,193  3s., 
as  against  £183,074  111.  Id.  in  1892:— 
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ASBKTS   AND   LIABILITIES. 

IS.  TheStatem^toi  Aaaeta  and  Liabilitifls  at  31st  December, 

1900,  showed  a  auTplne  of  £139,985  lis.  Hid. 

19.  Thb  excess  of  Assets  over  Liabilities  at  Slst  Docember, 

1901,  amounted  to  £364,419  111.  9d.  The  financial  transac- 
tions for  tbe  year  under  review,  therefore,  resulted  in  an  in- 
creased surplus  of  £224,433  I3s.  lid.,  being  the  excess  of 
Oeneral  Revenue  over  Expenditure  during  the  year,  as  shown 
by  the  following  figures: — 

£  :    d. 

Berenue     693,893    3    0 

Expenditure  469,459     9     I 


£224,433  13  11 


and  which,  added  to  the  surplus  at  31st  December,  1900,  agreed 
with  the  surplus  at  Slst  December,  1901,  viz.,  £364,419  llf.  9d. 

20.  T%is  aurplus,  however,  included  sums  amounting  to 
£32,929  3j.  5(2.,  which  cannot  be  taken  as  bond  fide  SAsets,  for 
the  reason  that  they  rofwesented  expenditure  incurred  and 
awaiting  adjustment. 

21.  The  following  figures  give  a  more  correct  view  of  the 
financial  positi(m  of  tbe  Colony  at  Slst  December:  — 


£ 
20,000 


Cash  on  deposit  in  Bank  of 
British  West  Africa. 

Oaah  in  the  hands  of  the 
Crown  Agents,  being 
balance  of  the  A^anti 
loan,  £400,000. 

Invesiauent  on  account  of 
Savings  Bank  Funds. 

Inrestment  on  account  of 
Public  Officers'  Guarantee 
Puads. 

Investment  <mi  account  of 
Imperial  Loan  for  erection 
of  telegraph  lines  (not  ex- 
pended). 

Securities  held  on  account  of 
the  Bank  of  British  West 
Africa. 


Total  cash  and  investments 
Value  of  gold  ornaments  in  the  Crown  Agents' 
hands. 


25,867    4    8 


\  18    8 
)    4    1 


Carried  forward 


£202,666    2    9 
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£ 

,, 

d. 

Bronglit  forward 

202,666 

2 

9 

Advances  repayable:  — 

£         >.   <2. 

Sekondi-Kumasi    Eajlway 

142,001  11    1 

GoTemment  of  tlie  Gambia 

17  13    0 

Oovemment  of  LagoB 

651    3    6 

GoTemment      of      Sierra 

446    8    4 

Leone. 

OoTemment  of  Soafhem 

2,711  17    8 

Ifitreria. 

Government    of    Northern 

9,677    6    2 

Nigeria. 

Anglo-French      Boundary 

1,868  12  11 

Commiaeion. 

Anglo-Gennan     Boundary 

1,637    8    7 

CwmmiBsion. 

Mines  Survey        

6,006  18    9 

Constabulary           Reward 

84  18    1 

Fund. 

Transport  Agency 

162    8    8 

General  Post  Office,  London 

902    7  11 

Sundry      authorized     ad- 

6,340 17    4 

vances. 

170,998 

4 

Total  advances  repayable  . 

■■■- 

7 

Total  bond  fide  assets 

373,664 

8 

2 

Less  Liabilities  amounting 

to      

?et  surplus     ...J 

42,178  19  10 

I 

5331,490 

8 

4 

as  against  the  surplus  £364,419  lit.  9d.,  or  a  difierenoe  of 
£32,929  3s.  bd.,  which  represented  unadjusted  Expraidituie,  aa 
explained. 

22.  The  investment  oi  £25,867  4j.  8d.  on  account  of  the 
loan  for  the  erection  of  tel^^raph  lines  to  Gambaga  has  since 
been  realised  and  repaid  to  ^e  Imperial  Govenunont. 

23.  The  Expenditure  on  ihe  railway  at  3l6t  Becraaber 
amounted  to  £T6T,601  11«.  Id.,  as  against  £626,600  borroired 
by  the  Crown  Agents,  and  £142,001  lis.  Id.  advanced  1^  the 
Colony. 

24.  The  advanceB  outstanding  at  Slat  December  have  since 
been  gone  into  and  the  majorify  of  them  refunded  and  adjusted. 
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2&.  The  lMbilitie§  oi  tbe  ColonT  at  31st 
to  JE^,173  19i.  lOd.,  and  were  made  up  u 


December  amouniad 

under: — 

£ 


GoremmeiLt  of  British  Gniana 
OoTenune&t  of  Seychelles 

Govenuneni  of  Gambia 

Govenunent  of  Lagos 

GoTemment  of  Sierra  Leone  ... 
Government  of  Southern  Nigerift 
Ghrventment  of  Nortiiem  N^eria 

Prisoners'  prc^ierfy         

Transport  Agency  

Police  Beward  Fund      

Bank  of  British  West  A&ioa  ... 

Official  AdministratoT 

Chief  Begistrar 

Transport  Officer  

Costwns  Deposits  (Sight  Entries) 
Public  Officers'  Chiaiantee  Fund 
Money  Order  Cfnumisaion  Ac- 
count. 
Inland  Money  Order  'Account  . . . 

SsTittgs  Bimk  Account 

General  Post  Office,  London  (for 

Imperial  Money  Orders). 
Paymaster,  West  African  Fron- 
tier Force. 
Queen  Yictoria  Memwial  Fund 
Accra  Town  Council 
Drafts    betveen    Stations 

Postal  Orders       

Drafts  and  Remittances 
General  Imprest  Account 
Sundry  Deposits  and  Unclaimed 
Estates. 


d. 

16    0 

610    4  11 

2  14    7 

3,616  16    1 

689  14    2 

1,041  13    7 

1,164    0    8 

132    3    1 

836  11    8 

&62    0    1 

10,000    0    0 

1,680  13    3 

1,241  16    1 

484    0    8 

760    8  11 

2,606    2    3 

78  10    4 

96  7  7 
4,460  2  3 
1,168  13    3 

1,130    4    9 

7    6  11 

76    1  10 

1,980  16    6 

143  11    6 

1,298  3  4 
1,682  3  3 
4,922  13  10 


Total  liabmties    ...    £42,173  19  10 
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26.  The  liabilitieB  oa  account  at  the  Savings  Bank,  FubUo 
Officers'  Guarantee  Eund,  and  the  Bank  of  British  West  Airica 
are  secured  by  iaTestments  as  shown :  — 

£         ».  d. 

On  account  <d  Savings  Bank      ...       4,099  14  0 

On    account   of    Public    Officeis'      1,900    0  0 

Ghiarantee  Fund. 

On   account  orf  Bank  of  British    10,000    0  0 

"West  Airica. 

27.  Deposits  such  as  Mone^  Order  OcHnmisaion  and  Foetal 
Orders  represent  Revenue  awaiting  adjustment. 


Public  Debt. 

28.  Tlie  Ooloiij  wu  mdobtod  at  31it  Deoimber  as  foUowa 

£         t. 

i. 

Imperial  Govenuneiit — 

(1)  .iilumti  Erpedition,  1896  ... 

98,076    8 

6 

10i061  16 

2 

paniM  1897-1898). 

(3)  Loan  for  erectioii  of  telegra^ 

26,000    0 

0 

line  to  Gambaga. 

(4)  Loan  for  erection  of  telegraph 

29,441  10 

8 

linee  Northern  Temtoriee. 

(6)  Loan  for  A»hanti  War,  1900 

400,000    0 

0 

Total  loans  due  to  the  Imperial 

£662,668  14 

4 

OoTemment. 

29.  As  pointed  out,  the  Crown  Agents  had  lent  at  interest 
the  loan  (£35,000)  ior  the  erection  of  the  telegrajA  lines  to 
Qambaga,  and  which  has  since  been  called  in  and  repaid  to 
the  Impraial  Gtovemment. 

30.  Tbe  Crown  Agents  at  Slet  December  had  obtained  ad- 
vances amounting  to  £625,500,  in  anticipation  of  the  raising  of 
the  authorised  loan  of  £1,036,000  for  tiie  construction  of  the 
Tarkwa-Eumaei  Railway ;  in  addition  to  'Uiis  the  Colony  had 
advanced  from  Oeneral  Revenue  Funds  the  sum  of 
£142,00r  11«.  Id.,  so  that  the  total  Loan  Debt  of  the  Colony  at 
that  date  was  £562,568  14*.  4<i.  + £626,500+ £142,001  U*.  Id. 
-£1,330,070  6<.  bd. 
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COMMERCE. 

•  31.  The  total  valtie  of  tiie  Importa  in  1901  amounted  to 
fl,80X,027,  and  that  of  the  ExporU  to  £659.733,  giving  a 
gflneral  total  of  £2,360,760,  as  compared  with  £2,180,409  for 
1900,  being  an  increase  o^er  that  year  of  £180,361. 

32.  TaLle  I  shows  the  value  of  tiie  trade  of  the  Colony  for 
the  last  five  years: — 

Table  I. 


Yott. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

1897            910,540 

1898            l,101,54fi 

1899            1,323.218 

1900           1,294,963 

1901            1,801,027 

867.793 
992,998 
1,111,738 
885.446 
559,738 

1,768,333 
2,094,544 
2,434,966 
2,180,409 
2,360,760 

33.  From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  with  the 
exception  of  1899  the  general  total  for  1901  is  the  highest  figure 
that  has  been  reached.  There  is,  however,  one  noticeable 
point,  which  is  that  whereas  in  the  four  previous  years  the 
values  of  the  importa  and  exports  bore  a  more  or  less  equal 
proportion  to  one  another,  the  large  total  for  1901  is  entirely 
due  to  the  large  figure  given  to  the  imports,  for  the  exports 
on  the  other  hand  have  shown  a  marked  increase. 

34.  Table  2  gives  a  general  classification  of  all  the  imports :  — 

Table  2. 


Taloe  in  Sterling. 

ArtiolM 

Of  Importa  in 
det^l: 
Exponaes. 

Total  Value : 
Expeiwe*. 

r.— Live  animalB,  food,  drink,  and 

*      t.    d. 

£     ■.   d. 

467,474    3    3 

II.— Bkw  material  :— 

(«)  Textile 

(6)  Metal       

ic)  Other       '  ... 

71  13  10 
44,946    1  11 

4d,017  15    9 

1,082,872  m    8 
205,662  18    4 

m.— Manufactured  articles  :— 

(a)  ToKtile 

(61  Metal       

(c)  Otlier       

421,714    6    2 
200,766  13    4 
460,391  12    2 

TV.— Coin  and  bullion... 

- 

Total          

1,801,027    8    0 
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36.  The  next  table  shows  Che  value  and  tiie  countries  of  origin 
for  the  years  1900  and  1901 :  — 


Conntry  of  Origin. 

1900. 

1901. 

£       ». 

d. 

£      s. 

d. 

Unitea  Kingdom          

920,279    8 

2 

1,324,808  16 

8 

I-P-      

58,994    4  10 

67,641    0 

7 

Sierra  Loone      

19,047  IS 

0 

16,688  18 

1 

African  Port* 

15,398    0 

0 

28,194    9 

3 

Ameriea,  United  States          

50,843  15 

7 

103,127  14 

3 

Belgium 

363  17 

2 

— 

France 

16,638  12 

7 

19,741  18 

7 

Gennanj 

172,861     9 

3 

192,270  16 

6 

Holland  ... 

37,880  13 

4 

43,946    S 

3 

IWy        

3    9 

0 

1,896  IS 

1 

FortngaeEe  Colony       

1,022  19 

4 

2,910  15 

9 

Spanirfi  Colony 

1,629    4 

9 

- 

Tital 

1,294,963    7 

0 

1,801,027    8 

0 

36.  The  United  Kingdom  haa  for  the  two  years  had  the 
hvlk  t>f  the  import  trade  with  the  Colpny  with  71  per  cent,  in 
1900,  which  was  increased  to  73i  per  cent  in  1901.  Germany 
was  second  in  1900  with  13  per  cent.,  and  also  in  1901 ;  bat 
still  her  trade  fell  off  slightly  to  1(^  per  cent.  Lagos  and 
Sierra  Leone  together  provided  6  per  cent  in  1900,  which  fell 
io  41  in  1901 ;  and  in  1900  the  United  States  is  credited  with 
4  per  cent.,  which  rose  to  6j  per  cent,  for  1901 ;  Holland  had 
2i  per  cent,  in  1900,  and  21  in  1901. 

37.  The  total  value  of  all  imports,  viz.,  i£l,801,027,  during 
1901  shows  an  increase  of  £606,064,  or  39  per  cent,  over  the 
figure  of  1900.  The  value  of  the  imports  paying  specific  duties 
was  £214,874,  as  compared  with  £158,166  for  1900;  and  that 
of  imports  paying  ad  vcdorem  duties  was  £1,006,041,  as  com- 
pared with  £690,856  in  1900. 

38.  The  value  of  imports  free  of  duty  was  £681,114,  as  com- 
pared with  £445,941  in  1900.  These  values  include  freight, 
insurance  and  other  expenses. 

39.  The  principal  articles  of  import  with  tbeir  values  for  the 
years  1900  and  1901  are  shown  in  Table  4:  — 
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Table  4. 


Yalne. 

Artide. 

Deerwaa. 

1900. 

1901. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Ala,  Beer  and  Porter 

4,219 

6,677 

2358 

FinMIBM        

G,748 

6,043 

1,705 

8,110 

205 

— 

■       2,906 

ffin 

26,161 

47,274 

22,113 

— 

Enm 

64,462 

84,946 

20,493 

— 

Other  Spirits           

10,1S8 

17,936 

7,798 

— 

Tobeow,  UMafactnnd     ... 

4,282 

8,531 

4,249 

— 

20,869 

25,486 

4,627 

— 

Winee           

10,122 

19,740 

9,618 

— 

Be*ls 

28,463 

4,907 

— 

3,054 

4,806 

■    1.761 

— 

Bread  and  Biaenita 

9.277 

10,683 

1,306 

— 

Bnilding  Materials 

22,592 

26,989 

3,397 

— 

Ooidage         

15,216 

16,706 

1,490 

— 

285,566 

342,881 

57,315 

— 

Earthenware 

6,222 

8,759 

2,537 

— 

33,305 

48,548 

15,243 

— 

Lnmber         

16,811 

20,915 

4,104 

— 

Machinery 

29,197 

81,337 

52,140 

— 

Perfnmery 

16,965 

22,8«J3 

6,848 

— 

ProTiaioiui 

96,471 

177.564 

81,093 

— 

Salt 

4,156 

6.-16 

2,660 

— 

Silk  Goods 

26,840 

39,260 

13,420 

— 

B^ 

10,876 

16,963 

6,077 

— 

8p«A» 

195,922 

205,663 

9,741 

— 

Sng" 

12,117 

16,658 

4,541 

— 

Wearing  Apparel     

37,488 

62,479 

14.991 

— 

Woollen  Goods        

16,605 

16,701 

1,096 

— 

Other  Artielaa         

286,656 

.  441,517 

164,861 

- 

1,294,963 

1.801,027 

610.674 

4,610 

40.  The  total  value  ot  all  exports  from  the  Colony  for  1901 
waa  £559,713.  a  decreoM  of  £335,713  on  the  previous  year, 
and  ia  the  lowest  figure  reached  since  1889. 

41.  Table  5  ffivea  the  general  classification  ot  all  exports :  — 
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Table  6. 


Telne  in  Steriing. 

ArtiolM. 

of  the  Colony. 

Britiflli,yot«igii 

Colonial 
Prodoceand 
HanaCRotiue. 

Tot>L 

I.  Lin    uumalih    food, 
drink,  and  nuootics. 

£    t.    d. 
87    2    6 

£    $.   d. 

711  19    6 

£   1.  d. 

799    1  11 

n.  Bav  matnUla  :— 
(o)  Textile 
(6)  Metal 

(4  o*^ 

33    e    0 
510,804  19  10 

61    2    6 

114  17    6 

33    8    0 

61    3    6 

610,919  17    4 

•rtiolea:— 
(a)  Textile 

14  Other 

1,311  12    2 

8,508    0    8 

669    3    6 

4,423  17    6 

8,608    0    8 

669    3    6 

6,736    9    8 

IT.  Coin  end  bidlion      ... 

22,186  15    2 

10,820    0    1 

33,006  16    3 

Totals 

684,423  17    8 

26,809    1    2 

669,732  18  10 

42.  Table  6  gives  the  general  raluea  of  the  exports  fat 
1900  and  1901,  together  wiUi  the  countries  to  irhich  ihey  were 
shipped: — 

Table  6. 


Country. 

1900. 

1901. 

£       ».    d. 

£•.<{. 

United  Kingdom          

609,779    7    6 

2H129    9    2 

Lagos      

182    4    6 

93  17    0 

African  Porte 

17,661  12    0 

13,211  10    8 

Amerioa,  United  States           

19,371  18    9 

22,707  13    6 

BoUnum 

S,4fi4  11  11 

France     

89.526    1    6 

Germany 

Holland 

148,277    3  11 

144,808    6    7 

604    S    2 

0  10    0 

— 

Totali     

885,446  12    4 

669,732  18  10 

43.  These  figures  show  not  only  a  decrease  in  the  value  of 
the  exports  to  all  the  countries,  wiUi  the  exception  of  the  United 
States,  but  also  a  large  falling  ofC  in  the  pnqiortion  faken  hj 
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Hit  United  Einjrdom,  from  67^  per  cent,  for  19fK)  to  «nly  46 
per  cent,  in  1901.  Germany  on  the  other  haaxd  received 
17  per  cent,  of  the  total  amount  in  1900,  and  ia  credited  with 
26  per  cent,  in  1901.  France  also  aUghtl;  increased  her  trade 
from  15  to  16  per  cent.,  and  the  United  States,  although  only 
taking  a  very  small  proportion,  doubled  it  from  2  'to  4  per  cent. 

44.  Table  7  ahowa  the  values  of  the  principal  articles  of 
export  for  1900  and  1901  with  the  respective  increawa  uid 
decreases  under  the  various  headings:  — 

Table  7, 


Valne 

Articles. 

InoreMa. 

DecnsM. 

1900. 

1901. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Oolannta      

4S,133 

35,024 

8,109 

Goooa 

27,280 

42,887 

15,567 

Ginjter           

8 

8 

Qolddnet      

38,007 

22,187 

16,820 

Guinea  graioB          

2,032 

782 

1,250 

GumcofJ 

1,087 

326 

762 

L^S^'        Z        Z        Z. 

1,508 

827 

681 

67,7*7 

55,299 

12,448 

Monkey  ikins          

552 

69 

493 

Palm  kemek           

96,936 

89,794 

7,142 

PalmoU        

238,812 

178,174 

60,688 

Bnbber          

328,156 

104,030 

224,126 

Other  artidet          

7,110 

5,080 

2,030 

British,  foreign,  and  other 

11,957 

14,468 

2,511 

Coloaial      prodnoe      tmd 

Specie 

21,121 

10,839 

— 

10,282 

Total 

885,446 

559,733 

18,068 

348,781 

ase   ...     : 

...       .... 

18,068 

Netde«re 

325,713 

.46,  The  article  of  export  which  shows  the  greatest  decrease 
ia  rubber,  aud  which  also  in  1900  ahowed  a  &lling  off  in  the 
value  exported  of  £227,675,  ae  compared  with  the  preceding 
year.  Two  causes  to  which  this  may  be  attributed  are  the 
low  prices  on  the  European  markets  and  to  a  number  of  the 
trees  and  vines  having  been  killed  off  by  people  extracting  the 
rubber  through  ignor^ice  or  wishing  merely  to  obtain  all  the- 
valne  out  ci  the  trees  in  the  shorteat  time.  No  doubt,  too, 
considerable  difficulty  hae  been  experienced  the  last  two  years 
in  obtaining  labour  to  collect  the  rubber  and  to  carry  it  down, 
to  the  shipping  ports,  aa  large  numbers  of  the  natives  have 
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deserted  ikeir  usual  occupations  and  pursuits,  liaviug  been, 
attracted  to  the  mines  or  tlie  railway  by  the  prospect  of  higher 
wages ;  there  is,  therefore,  every  hope  that  with  care  and  atten- 
tion the  rubber  trade  of  tiie  Colony  may  revive  and  the  values 
and  qufuitities  regain  the  figures  that  have  been  shown  in  former 
years.  It  is  almost  entirely  due  to  the  falling  off  in  the  export 
of  rubber  that  the  total  values  against  the  United  Kingdom  in 
Table  G  show  a  decrease  of  £255,649  18t.  3d.,  and  that  the 
proportion  of  the  whole  export  trade  fell  I2J  per  cent. 

46.  The  other  two  staple  articles  of  export,  viz.,  palm  oil  and 
palm  kernels,  show  a  decrease  of  £60,638  and  £7,142  as  com- 
pared with  1900,  although  in  the  latter  case,  the  quantity  ex- 
ported, 12,844  tons,  was  actually  a  slight  increase  on  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

47.  A  comparative  statement  of  the  quantities  and  values 
of  palm  kernels,  palm  oil,  and  rubber  exported  since  1897  is 
shown  in  Table  8 :  — 

Tablb  8. 


Ymt. 

Palm  Komols. 

Pklm  Oil 

Rubber. 

1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 

Tona. 
10,836 
9,732 
12,663 
12,811 
12,844 

£ 
69,818 
66,378 
106,166 
96,936 
89,794 

QtiUma. 
2.021,716 
■2,145,138 
3,323,919 
4,238,686 
3,146,390 

£ 
107,738 

114,288 
183,204 
238,812 
178,174 

IbB. 

4,967.016 
5,984,984 
5,672,554 
3,542,440 
1,520,009 

419,813 
661,667 
566,731 
328,166 
104,030 

48.  The  trade  in  kola-uuts  still  shows  signs  of  having  been 
severely  affected  by  the  Ashanti  rebellion  in  1900,  as  ther^  is 
a  further  decrease  on  the  figures  of  that  year  of  £8,109,  but 
considerable  quantities,  for  which  the  returns  are  not  available, 
are  exported  over  the  Eastern  frontier  of  the  Colony  from 
Ashanti  and  the  Korthem  Territories. 

49.  Cocoa  is  the  sole  article  of  export  which  shows  any  in- 
crease for  1901,  and  that  was  considerable,  being  994,777  lbs. 
ill  weight,  and  amounting  to  £16,637  in'  value.  A  further 
increase  is  expected  for  ttie  current  year,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  hope  that  this  satisfactory  state  of  things  will  continue 
year  by  year,  since  in  the  Colony  the  natives  are  planting  more 
trees  and  the  trade  in  England  is  on  the  increase,  the  consump- 
tion for  last  year  being  estimated  at  30,000,000  lbs.,  which  was 
twice  as  much  as  in  1896,  Accra  is  the  chief  port  for  the 
shipment  of  cocoa,  as  the  greater  part  of  it  is  grown  in  the 
districts  immediately  to  the  north  of  the  capital  of  the  Colony, 
and  with  which  there  are  good  means  of  commonication. 

I3M0  B 
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CUSTOHB  BeCBIPTB. 

50.  The  total  amount  received  during  1901  wsb 
£361,104  12t.  Id.,  hemg  an  increase  of  £69,769  16j.  Qd.  over 
the  total  receipts  oi  the  preceding  year,  and  greatly  in  excess 
of  the  receipts  of  any  previoiu  year. 


The  receipts  were  made  np  as  follows  :- 


Qeneral  ii 
Spirits 
Gunpowder 
Quns 


£         I.   d. 

106.414  5    8 

246.415  6  11 
166  16  0 
108    4    0 


£361,104  12    7 


and  which  figure  practically  represents  76  per  cent,  of  the  total 
ordinary  revenue  of  the  Colony  (£471,193  3*.)  for  last  year. 

61.  Table  1  shows  how  this  amount  was  collected  month  by 
month  and  also  gives  a  monthly  comparison  with  1900:  — 


Uonth. 

1900. 

1901. 

Increaae. 

D«orMM. 

£       ».  d. 

£      «. 

rf 

£      f.   d. 

January 

24,618    3  10 

29,290  18 

9 

4,677  14  U 

FebniKT      .. 

26,669    G 

8 

2,614  11  10 

30,879    0 

r:;;    :: 

26,946  10 

4,991    3    5 

21,049  16    5 

26,208  18 

6,169    3    2 

Jnne 

JB,413    7  10 

25,967  18 

7,564  10    9 

jTily 

28.109  19    1 

31,107     1 

2,997    2    0 

Aiignit 

24,598    6    6 

34,724    ] 

10,125  14    9 

Septembw     .. 

22,1^4    1     1 

29,335  11 

7,211  10    8 

29,461  18 

n 

10;O76  16  10 

No*«nbor     .. 

28,663    1 

5,644  11    7 

9,371  10    5 

— 

TobJ     .. 

281,344  16     1 

361,104  12 

7 

70,424  10    4 
664  13  10 

664  13  10 

Decnue 

... 

NMiDonue      . 

■        - 

69,759  16    6 
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&2.  The  amounts  coUeoted  on  articles  irliiclL  come  under 
specififi  duties,  aa  compared  with  those  from  articles  chafed 
with  ad  valorem  duties,  is  shown  in  Table  2 :  — 


T«r. 

Specific. 

Ad  Taloram. 

Toul. 

1900           

1901            

£       t.    d. 
226,689     1    9 
268,910    6    2 

£       t.    d. 
24,665  U    4 
82,1S4    6    6 

£        «.  d. 
.  281,344  16    1 
361,104  12    7 

63.  There  are  a  few  additional  items  of  B«TeDQe  to  he  added 
to  the  aboTfl  amonnt  of  JE351404  12j.  Id.,  consisting  of — 

£  I.  d. 

King's  warehouse  rent      642  2  7 

Wardiouse  rent      46  4  4 

„           fees      0  7  6 

Light  dues ■    1,476  2  0 


£2,163  16    5 


which  makes  tiie  total  amount  received  by  the  Customs 
Department  £353,268  9s.  Od.,  nett  increase  in  gross  receipts 
over  1900  of  £72;ibQ  lbs.  8d. 

54.  There  was  an  increase  of  £27,639  in  1901  over  1900  from 
ad  valorem  duties  which  is  satisfactory  as  being  proof  that  the 
improvement  is  not  entirely  due  to  an  abnormal  importation  of 
spirits ;  the  amount  collected  on  s^nrits  and  strong  waters  of 
all  kinds  was  £245,415,  giving  an  increase  of  £43,403  on  the 
preceding  year. 

65.  The  receipts  <m  guns  and  gunpowder,  which  have  always 
been  an  important  item,  show  a  large  decrease  from  £4,523 
for  1900  to  £275  only  in  1901,  this  being  due  to  the  restrictions 
imposed  on  the  sale  of  these  goods  since  April,  1900. 

56.  Table  3  shows  the  CuBtom§  receipts  at  the  principal  port« 
of  the  Colony  during  1900  and  1901 :  — 
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Gold. 


57.  Gtold  is  widely  diffused  throughout  the  Colony,  Aehaati, 
and  the  Northern  Territories,  in  qnaj-tz  formation  and  alluTial 
deposits,  whilBt  in  Wassau  there  is  good  conglomerate  (bankett). 
The  lack  of  good  roads  and  means  of  transportiDg  heavy 
machinery  has  proved  an  obstacle  to  successful  mining  on  a 
large  scale  in  the  pest,  but  the  energy  latterly  displayed  in 
■  mining  enterprise  is  resalting  in  widespread  improvement  to 
tiie  road  system,  and  the  Sekondi-Eumasi  Railway  in  course 
of  construction  overcomes  the  difficulty  at  transport  to  the 
Wassau  District.  The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of 
gold  exported  in  1901  and  in  each  of  the  four  previous  years :  — 


Gold  and  Gold  Dust. 

Yesra. 

Ou. 

Ack. 

Tek. 

Value. 

£ 

1897 

23,544 

IS 

3 

84,797 

1898 

17,732 

11 

63,838 

1899 

14.249 

14 

31 

51,300 

1900 

10,557 

6 

4 

38,007 

6,162 

15 

22,187 

During  the  year  2,825  concessions  were  filed  in  the  Colony, 
41  orders  for  survey  were  issued,  and  2  certificates  of  validity. 
32  prospecting  licenses  were  issued  and  5  prospecting  licenses 
were  converted  into  mining  licenses.  The  numher  of  sur- 
veyors' licenses  issued  was  44. 


AgbiCDLTIRAL   iNDnSTSIES   ASD   BOTAHICAL   STATIONS. 


58.  There  cannot  be  said  to  be  any  agricultural  industries. 
The  staple  products  are  palm  oil,  palm  kernels,  and  rubber. 
Cocoa  is  cultivated  in  certain  districts,  however,  and  it  will 
no  doubt  increase  as  an  Industry. 

59.  At  the  Botanical  Station  at  Aburi,  which  is  situated 
at  an  elevation  of  1,400  feet  above  the  sea,  a  Curator  from  the 
Royal  Gardens,  Kew,  endeavours  to  teach  the  natives  the  most 
approved  methods  of  planting  and  developing  the  agricultural 
resources  of  the  Colony.  44  acres  are  planted  with  cocoa, 
coffee,  cotton,  tobacco,  jute,  Ac.  The  cultivation  of  cocoa  owes 
much  of  ilfl  success  to  this  Station,  from  whence  plants  were 
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first  supplied  at  nommal  prices  to  native  planters,  wlio  vera 
then  instructed  and  advised  with  regard  to  their  caltivation  and 
the  preparation  of  the  cocoa. 

60.  The  Government  during  the  year  also  established  cocoa- 
nut  plantations  on  suitable  lands  near  Accra  vilii  a  view  to 
encouraging  the  growth  oi  the  out  for  the  {Hoduction  of  c(q«i 
oil  and  coir. 


61.  The  two  following  tables  show  (I.)  the  number,  &e.,  of 
steam  vessels  wliich  have  visited  tiie  Colony  during  the  part 
three  years,  and  (II.)  the  number,  Ac,  of  sailing  vessels. 
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62.  The  increaae  of  the  aumber  of  steamerB  in  1901  over 
1899  was  32  (71,996  toaa);  there  was  scarcely  any  difference 
in  numbers  when  compared  with  1900  (434  steamers  a^fainst 
433,  but  wil^  a  decrease  in  tonnage  of  5,632  tons). 

63.  The  serriceB  for  mails  and  passengers  have  shown  con- 
siderable imiHwement.  There  is  a  weekly  British  eerrice 
between  the  principal  ports,  viz.,  Accra,  Cape  Coast,  Sekondi, 
and  Axim  and  the  United  Kingdom,  the  voyage  occuf^ng  from 
16  to  18  days,  the  vessels  sailing  from  Liverpool  direct  to  Canary 
Isles  or  Madeira,  but  calling  at  Plymouth  homeward.  The 
German  mail  service  is  every  fifteen  days  and,  like  the  Belgian 
steamers  which  leave  Antwerp  every  three  weeks  for  the  Congo 
Free  State,  call  at  Sonthampton  both  outward  and  homeward 
for  mails  and  passengers. 

64.  A  large  increase  is  shown  in  the  number  of  sailing  vessels, 
which  are  almost  exclusively  employed  in  carrying  rum, 
tobacco,  oil  and  lumber  from  the  United  States. 

66.  Two  wrecks  occurred  during  1901  in  the  waters  of  the 
Colony,  but  on  neither  occasion  was  there  any  loss  of  life.  The 
■  first  was  the  stranding  of  the  French  steamer  "  Uruguay  "  in 
.  the  month  of  March  a  few  miles  west  of  Sekondi ;  the  second 
being  the  stranding  of  the  British  schooner  "  Walleda  "  a  few 
miles  to  the  east  of  Accra.  In  each  case  most  of  the  cargo  was 
.  salved. 


LEGISLATION. 

66.  During  the  year  21  Ordinances  were  passed. 

No.  4  confers  upon  the  Governor  the  necessary  powers  for  the 
detention  and  deportation  of  the  Ashanti  political  prisoners. 

Nos.  5  and  6  piwide  for  t^e  allowance  of  a  drawback  on 
goods  exported  from  tiie  Colony  on  which  duties  have  been 
paid. 

No.  10  constitutes  and  regulates  tiie  Gold  Coast  Begiment  o£ 
the  West  African  Frontier  Force. 

No.  17  facilitates  the  investiaent  of  trust  and  other  funds  in 
the  United  Kingdom  in  Gold  Coast  Government  securities. 

The  Concessions  Amendment  Ordinance,  1901  (No.  20  of 
1901),  was  passed  to  remedy  certain  defects  which  had  during 
the  year  been  discovered  in  the  working  of  ibe  principal 
Ordinance. 

The  definition  of  the  term  "  concession  "  was  narrowed  so 
as  not  to  include  the  Msignment  of  a  conceesion,  and  prospect- 
ing was  for  the  first  time  defined. 
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By  a  ruling  of  the  full  C!oart  it  had  been  held  tliat  no  opposi- 
tion to  a  claim  could  be  lodged  after  the  expiration  of  three 
months  from  the  date  c^  the  filing  of  the  claim.  In  view  of 
the  fact  that  it  was  often  impossible  for  landowners  to  know 
within  that  period  whether  rights  had  been  encroached  upon, 
power  was  given  l^  Secticai  7,  subject  to  rules  M  Court,  to 
lodge  notice  of  oppositicm  at  any  time  prior  to  the  granting 
of  a  certificate  of  validity. 

By  Section  8,  large  powers  are  given  to  the  Court  to  modify 
couceesious  and  to  impose  conditions  on  concessionaires. 

Section  11  increaara  the  powers  of  the  Court  with  regard 
to  surveys  of  lands,  the  subject  of  concessions,  by  authorising 
the  Court  to  require  that  a  survey  shall  be  certified  as  sufficient 
by  a  Government  surveyor  and  to  further  require  that  each  such 
survey  shall  be  linked  to  the  general  survey  of  the  Colony. 

Section  16  prescribes  the  mode  for  the  recovery  of  rent  due 
to  a  native  on  a  concession. 

Section  17  reduces  tiie  cost  of  a  prospecting  license  from  £30 
to  £6 ;  the  new  license  does  not  limit  the  prospector  to  a  par- 
ticular area.  This  section  also  subjects  a  mining  license  to  a 
duty  of  £30. 

The  other  sections  of  the  Ordinance  deal  wilh  minor  amend- 
ments not  calling  for  special  notice. 


EDUCATION. 

PRIMAKT. 

67.  There  are  two  classes  of  schools  in  the  Colony,  Qovem- 
ment  and  Assisted,  numbering  7  and  128,  respectively.  The 
former  are  established  and  maintained  by  the  (Government,  the 
latter  by  the  different  Mission  Societies,  &c.,  and  receive  annual 
grants-in-aid  from  the  State  towards  their  support. 

They  are  as  follows: — 


1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

Buel  Munon       

Wedayan 

Romui  CathoUo 

BnmenMUon 

African  HisBOn  fflon      

60 
50 
12 
7 

1 

61 
65 
12 

7 
2 

1 

61 
49 
12 
7 
3 
3 

Totab        

150 

138 

136 
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68.  In  addition  to  the  boIiooIb  on  the  Assisted  List  there  are 
about  120  small  schools  which,  not  having  an  annual  avera^ 
attendance  of  20,  are  ineligible  under  the  rules  for  grant. 

69.  There  is  no  system  ot  local  management,  as  that  term  i» 
generally  understood ;  indeed,  in  the  majority  of  villages  where 
schools  have  been  established  the  only  person  in  any  way  capable 
of  taking  a  share  in  the  management  of  the  schools  is  the  master 
himself.  The  sphere  of  each  Mission  is  divided  into  districts, 
and  an  ordained  member,  either  European  or  native,  of  the 
Society  represented  is  appointed  to  overlook  all  the  schools  in 
his  particular  district.  These  managers  appoint  and  dismiss 
teachers,  fix  salaries,  &c.,  without  any  reference  to  Uie  central 
anthoriiy.  That  this  system  is  far  from  satisfactory  is  at  once 
evident  from  the  fact  that  a  journey  of  two  to  three  weeks  is 
in  some  cases  necessary  to  enable  a  manager  to  make  one  short 
visit  to  each  of  the  schools  for  which  he  is  responsible;  but, 
unsatisfactoiy  as  the  arrangement  is,  it  is  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, and  will  be  for  some  considerable  time,  the  only 
one  possible. 

70.  The  following  table  shows  the  average  attenduice  and 
giants-in-aid  earned  during  the  last  10 years:  — 


Ndmbeb  of 

Schools. 

Tear. 

GJovem- 
ment 

Total 

No.  on 
BolL 

Avenge 

Gnntin-ud. 

£      t.  d. 

1891-2 

5 

69 

74 

6,666 

1.678    4    0 

11892-S 

6 

e-i 

72 

7,360 

5,195 

2,170  17    6 

1893-4 

6 

70 

76 

8,174 

6,684 

2,394  14    0 

1894-6 

7 

93 

100 

9,954 

7,670 

3,179    6    0 

1896-6 

6 

109 

116 

11,205 

8,668 

3,400  11    0 

1897 

111 

118 

8,478 

3,646  13    8 

1896 

112 

119 

U.181 

8,369 

3,432  15    1 

1899 

123 

130 

12,240 

9,239 

4,129  n    5 

1900 

131 

138 

11,996 

8,911 

3,679  13    1 

1901 

128 

135 

12,018 

8,616 

V06    2    7 

71.  There  is  a  slight  decrease  in  average  attendance  com- 
pared with  1900,  which  may  be  attributed  to  the  following 
causes :  — 

1.  The  demand  for  labour  consequent  on  the  great  impulse 
given  to  the  mining  industry,  and  the  ease  with  which  boys 
able  to  read  and  write  obtained  situations. 

2.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  native  clerks  employed  by 
.  merchants. 

3.  The  temporary  closing  of  schools  owing  to  the-  recent 
Ashanti  rebellion. 

The  decrease  may  be  taken  as  temporary. 


V  Google 


GOLD   COAST,   1901. 


27 


72.  There  is  no  tmiiwmi^  as  yet  in  the  scale  of  ieea  at  the 
difiereai  MtBsion  schools.  At  the  Goremment  schools,  with 
the  exception  of  Insnaim,  which  is  free,  3d.  a  month  is  charged 
for  infant  and  suh^standard  classes,  and  6d.  a  month  for  the 
standards.  Fees  are  charged  in  the  majority  of  the  Wesleyau 
schools,  the  amount  usually  varying  with  the  standing  of  the 
scholar  from  5>.  to  li.  a  quarter. 

73.  Moot  of  the  Sasel  Mission  schools  are  free ;  their  upper 
standard  schools,  which  are  always  boarding,  charge  about  lOi. 
per  annum,  which  includes  lodging.  Xo  fees  are  charged  at  the 
Bremen  Mission  schools,  nor  at  six  of  the  12  schools  imder  the 
Soman  Catholic  Mission. 

74.  (The  total  amounts  returned  as  paid  fca-  1900  and  1901 
areas  follows: — 

School  Fee: 


tkhoolik        ■ 

1900. 

1901. 

Increue. 

WMl«mu  Mission 

Basol  WanoQ           

Boman  Uktbolio  Miuion    ... 

£    ».    d. 
210  12    3 
407    0  11 
93  19    3 
25    0    6 
10  10    0 

£     1.    d. 
212  17    9 
460    B    8 
116  19    9 
222  n    2 

£    1.    d. 

Total          ...        .:. 

747    2  11 

1,001  16    4 

264  12    5 

Sbcohdabt. 

75.  There  is  no  provision  lor  higher  or  secondary  education, 
bat  the  Basel  Mission  have  schools  at  Ahropong  and  Abetifi,  at 
itbich  something  better  thaa  merely  elementaiy  eduoatiim  is 
taught,  and  which  are  attended  for  a  time  by  most  of  the  teachers 
employed  \fy  that  Society. 

iNDnSTBlAI.,  TBCBNICAL   AND   AGBICDLTUBAL. 

76.  In  1899  a  school  for  instruction  in  carpentry  was 
opened  hy  a  qualified  European  master  in  connection  with  the 
Qovernment  School,  Accra.  Attendance  at  these  classes  is  not 
confined  to  scholars  from  the  Government  School,  children  from 
the  higher  standards  in  the  local  Mission  school  having  the 
privilege  of  entry. 

77.  Most  of  the  schools  in  the  interior  have  small  plantations 
attached  where  the  scholars  receive  useful  insbniction  in  the 
cultivaticMi  of  cocoa,  c<^ee,  sisal  hemp,  cassada,  &o. 
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GOVBENMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

Hospitals. 

78.  There  are  GoTertuneat  hoapitah  at  the  following  places 
in  the  Colony: — ^Accra,  Cape  Coast,  Axim,  Elmina,  Saltpond, 
Ewitta,  and  Kumasi.  There  is  special  accommodation  for 
Europeans  at  the  first  three,  and  European  nursing  sisters  at 
the  first  two. 

79.  The  number  of  in-patients  treated  during  the  year  at 
the  various  hospitals  was  2,019  compared  with  1,185  in  1900. 

Asylum. 

80.  There  is  one  lunatic  asylum  in  the  Colony.  T^is,  in 
August  of  1901,  was  removed  from  Chriatiansborg  Castle,  to 
which  it  had  been  transferred  in  June,.  1899,  and  taken  back 
to  the  Colonial  Hospital  Asylum,  Accra.     C3  cases  were  treated 

-during  the  year. 

81.  There  are  no  poor-houses  or  reformatories  in  the  Colony, 
and  poverty  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word  is  unknown. 

Savi&'gs  Bank. 

82.  The  deposits  during  the  year,  including  interest, 
amounted  to  £3,626  Is.  8d.,  and  were  in  excess  of  the  deposits 
ia  1900  (£3,663  bs.  3d.)  by  £72  16j.  bd. 

83.  The  withdrawals  for  the  same  period  amounted  to 
£3,622  7<.  Qd.,  and  were  less  than  the  deposits  in  the  sum  of 
£S  13s.  lid.,  and  as  compared  with  the  withdrawals  in  1900 
(£4,066  lis.  lOd.)  showed  a  decrease  of  £444  4s.  Id. 

84.  The  businesB  done  by  the  Bank  during  the  year  under 
review  was,  with  the  exception  of  last  year's  transactions,  the 
lowest  on  record  since  1893,  and  the  deposits  in  place  of  in- 
creasing are  steadily  decreasing  from  year  to  year, 

86.  Th«  interest  accrued  on  deposits  during  the  year 
amounted  to  £101  18».  8d.,  and  was  met  out  of  the  amount 
voted  from  the  General  Revenue  of  the  Colony,  but  as  the 
interest  received  on  the  bank's  investments  (£139  Is.  2d.)  was 
carried  to  the  credit  of  the  General  Kevenue,  the  profit  to  the 
Colony  on  the  bank's  transactions  was  £37  2s.  6d.  This,  how- 
ever, does  not  include  cost  of  supervision,  stationery,  Ac,  for 
vhioh  no  charge  was  made. 

£      s.    d.. 
The  balance  due  to  depositors  on 

1st  January,  1901,  was 4,456    8     4 

The     deposits     during     the     year 

amounted  to        3,624     3     0 

The     interest     accrued     at    Slst 

December  was     101  18    8 
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The  withdrawals,  inclusive  of  m- 
terest,  during  the  same  period 
amounted  to        '.•■ 

Leaving  a  lialance  due  to  depoBitora 
at  Slst  December  of      


Of  the  abore  sum,  £4,099  14j.  was  held  by  the  Crown  Agents 
ilk  securitiee,  while  the  balance  of  £360  8s.  Sd.  was  in  the  h^nds 
of  the  Treasurer  at  that  date. 


JUDICIAL  STATISTICS. 

FOLICK. 

86.  The  total  strength  of  the  Police  Force  at  ;the  end  of  1901 
was  534  of  all  ranks,  or  T7  short  of  the  allowed  strength,  GIJ. 

291  men  were  recruited  during  the  year,  and  the  dismissals, 
desertions,  diecharges,  and  deaihs,  &c.,  during  the  same  period 
amounted  to  344. 

Prisons. 

87.  ISxclusive  of  Ashanti  and  the  Northern  Territories  ih»n 
are  12'  gaola  in  the  Colony.  During  the  year  1901  the  total 
number  of  persons  committed  was  2,190,  the  daily  average 
number  in  prison  was  449,  the  number  of  deaths  was  11,  and  of 
execntions,  6. 

88.  The  amount  realised  from  sale  of  prison  manufactures, 
i.e.,  carpentering,  shoemiking,  coopering,  tailoring,  matmaking, 
4c,,  was  £502  15*.  3d.  The  gross  estimated  value  of  the  labour 
of  the  prisoners  was  £5,525  2s.  9Je2. ;  the  cost  of  the  Department, 
£8,436  7j.3A      .  #i 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

90.  The  population  of  the  Colony  and  Ashanti  taken  daring 
the  year  w&b  found  to  be  1,486,433,  exclusive  of  the  Northern 
Territories.  At  the  previous  Census,  very  roughly  taken  in 
1891,  it  was  estimated  to  be  1,473,559.  The  public  health  for 
the  year  was  bad  both  in  the  European  and  native  cotmnunitiee. 

91.  Fifteen  officials  died  during  the  year  in  a  total  strength 
of  188,  and  18  were  invalided.  The  fcdlowing  list  shows  the 
causes  of  deatit :  — 

Remittent  fever 

Bilious  remittent  fever 

Sunstroke 

Blackwater  fever 

Acute  meningitis 

Abscess  of  liver 

Thirty-eight  non-officials  died  and  69  were,  it  is  estimated, 
invalided.  It  is  difficult  to  be  accurate  as  to  the  number  in- 
valided as  correct  records  cannot  be  obtained. 

92.  The  following  shows  the  deal^  and  invaliding  rate  pei 
1,000  among  Hie  European  officials:  — 


Dwthnte 
per  1,000. 


InTmliding  rat« 
p«r  1,(W0. 


The  number  of  European  non-officiala  who  visited  the  Coloify 
during  the  year  is  not  known. 

93.  The  health  of  the  natives  during  the  year  was  very  bad 
owing  to  a  severe  outbreak  of  small-pox  at  Accra  and  Axim 
and  in  many  villages  throughout  the  Colony.  No  infection  of 
Europeans  occurred. 

94.  No  death-rate  can  be  calculated  for  the  natives  owing 
to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  reliable  statistics. 

96.  The  progress  made  in  1901  included — 

1.  A  new  hospital  at  Axim. 

2.  A  new  contagious  diseases  hospital,  Accra. 

3.  General  sanitary  improvements. 
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96.  The  following  table  shows  the  temperature  and  rainfall 
experienced  dnrinfr  the  year  at  Accra :  — 


-— - 

Tt.Jnfc;t. 

Solu 
Huimum. 

Kisimnm. 

Bfauie 

Bhwk 

Bug.. 

Keui. 

AtDOUt 

Inch... 

1S(HW 

68-09 

B070 

71-1! 

11-76 

70-64 

86-9J 

76-76 

11-14 

Sl'St 

4-80 

14S-87 

67-28 

78-86 

10-86 

81-44 

1-60 

iC    :;: 

147'U 

eT-s« 

i«-ei 

6S-M 

72-8! 

16-96 

80-78 

4-71 

141-6 

6>'&S 

71-» 

16-U 

78-84 

lt»i>a 

64-84 

88-67 

97-85 

18-00 

7fr«l 

1-14 

?!SS" 

1SIH» 

7i-1B 

13IK« 

71-fi 

S9-I 

69-7 

19-4 

7V-4 

1-77 

129-74 

70-lW 

88-68 

71-46 

IC-90 

8041 

1-60 

ToUl      for 

1,66»«3 

914-87 

i,(>i8tia 

666-8! 

1U4] 

je«r. 

Monthly 

18*07 

6im 

94-91 

7M8 

1*00 

7B« 

M7 

neisge. 

In  1900  the  temperature  averaged  IS'TS  and  the  rainfall 
amounted  to  23'34. 


POSTS  AND  TELEtiBAPHS. 

97.  There  is  no  Department  in  the  Government  of  the  Colcmy 
which  has  had  to  contend  with  such  a  large  increase  of  business 
during  the  post  year  as  the  posts  and  telegraj^s.  The  two 
following  tables  give  comparative  statements  between  1900 
and  1901  of  the  gross  receipts  and  expenses  and  show  how  coq- 
siderftble  this  increase  has  been :  — 
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98.  The  estimated  number  of  letters,  post  cards,  newspapen, 
books,  sample  packets,  and  circalars  receiTod  and  despatched 
durinfT  the  year  wob  8,611,618,  as  oompared  with  2,7S2,77S  for 
1900,  showing  an  increase  of  nearly  400  per  cent. 

99.  The  total  nnmber  of  telegrams  dealt  with  was  199,424, 
containing  2,880,025  words,  as  compared  with  140,315  messages 
of  2,566,807  words  in  1900,  an  increase  of  59,109  and  314,218 
messages  and  words,  respectiToly. 

100.  The  total  nnmber  eC  cablograms  handed  in  at  offices  in 
this  Colony  for  the  United  Kingdom  and  other  parts  of  the 
world  amounted  to  6,011,  to  the  vblne  of  i;16,277  8*.  5d.,  the 
Gkyvemment  ]»oportion  of  this  ammint  being  J685  1I<^  while 
£16,581  17*.  firf.  wus  paid  te  «i»e  African  Direct  Telegr^A 
Oompany.  The  African  Bireot  Telegraph  Cfoapany  handed  nner 
to  the  Post  Office  6,400  messages  for  'biinsmisBUm,  apcm  whicb 
the  Colony's  shave  amounted  to  £644  12*.  Id.  There  is  an 
increase  in  the  total  nimib«v  ti  eablec^rams,  received  and  for- 
warded during  the  year  oi  126  p*r  cent,  over  the  prerioua  year. 

101.  There  is  a  telejAose 'exchange  at  Accra  oonnected  with 
all  the  GvTemment  offices  and  some  of  the  leading  basinsss 
botisea. 


MILITARY  FORCES  AND  BXPENDITUKE. 

102.  By  Ordinance  10  of  1901  the  def  en^lye  ferce  of  the  Cobny 
was  completely  reorganised,  and  the  Gold  Coast  Constabulary 
became  t^  Oeld  Coa«t  Regiment  of  the  West  African  Frontier 
Force,  consisting  of  two  battalions,  rach  battalion  comprising 
sttch  number  of  companies  of  infantry  and  batteries  of  artillery 
as  the  Qovemor  may  from  time  to  time  £reci. 

103.  The  1st  Battalion  of  the  regiment  has  its  headquarters 
at  Kumasi,  and  the  2nd  Battalion  at  Oambf^a  in  the  Northern 
Territories. 

104.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  strength  of  the  lat  Bai> 
talion  was  30  officers,  2  Euro|pean  non-commissioned  officerB 
and  1,370  native  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates ;  of  the 
2nd  Battalion,  17  officers  and  572  native  non-commissi(Mied 
officers  and  privates. 

106.  The  total  expenditure  on  this  Force  for  the  year  wa« 
£73,437  6*.  7d. 

'  106.  The  Gold  Coast  Rifle  ToJunteers  wimdi  Trere  -nitmA  in 
1^2  had  a  total  strength «t  Ae  end  iA  AeTe»  eif  246  cfficen, 
noQ-c<HnmisBioiied  facers  and  men.    The  Yolunten  Toree  ti 
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{be  Colony  vas  eiretigthened  by  tb«  formation  of  machine-^un 
eectioDB  at  Accra  and  Cape  Coast,  recruited  from  Europeans. 

i07.  The  members  are  armed  with  '303m.  Martini-En£dd 
oarbinea,  and  the  guns  in  use  are  '303m.  Maxim  machine  giuu 
on  bripod  mountings. 


GENERAL  OJJSEKVATIONS. 

108.  The  operations  against  the  A^antis  which  were  carried 
on  from  the  |H«Yious  year  were  brought  to  an  end  and  a  gener^ 
amnesty  and  pardon  was  proclaimed  on  the  10th  June.  The 
pardon  did  not  extend,  however,  to  the  persona  in  custody  at  the 
time,  nor  to  certain  other  persons  wanted  by  the  Government. 

109.  Progress  WaS  made  with  the  Sekondi-Tarkwa-Eumaai 
'Railway,  3U  miles  being  completed  during  the  year,  the  rail- 
head being  15  miles  beyond  Tarkwa  on  31st  December,  1901.* 

110.  The  cost  of  living  continued  to  increase.  The  lai^e 
influx  of  Europeans  consequent  upon  the  mining  boom  greatiy 
raised  the  price  of  domestic  labour,  and  a  proportionate  increase 
in  the  price  of  food  followed.  Labour  was  never  more  difficult 
to  obtain,  nor  was  money  ever  more  plentiful  among  the  native 
community. 

111.  It  is  very  unwise  for  any  European  to  come  to  iJie  Colony 
on  the  chance  of  obtaining  employment.  During  the  year 
several  cases  of  Europeans  being  in  a  destitute  condition  were 

,  brought  to  notice.     There  is  no  system  or  means  of  relief  for 
paupers  in  the  Colony. 

(Jeo.  Atteill, 
Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 
26th  October,  1902. 


.      •  On  the  4tti  Deoember,  1902,  thB-railliflad  had  raached  a  point.  114  mika 
"^Nin  SekondL' 
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The  following,  aioong  otherj  roporte  relating  to  His  Majeaty'a 
<!!oloiiJal  PoaaeB^ons  hftve  been  iasaed,  and  m&j  be  obtained  from 
tiie  Boarces  indicated  on  the  title  gece.  t — 


No. 

Colony. 

Tear. 

389 

1900 

Mfi 

Bong  Kong 

341 

Gibriltw      

342 

343 

BwutoUnd 

1900^1901 

344 

Gold  Coast 

1900 

345 

Grenadi       

346 

1900-1901 

347 

British  Solomon  lalands 

348 

Lagos           

19b0 

349 

British  Oaiana 

1900-1901 

360 

Bt.  Vincent 

1900 

351 

J&muca        

1900-1901 

352 

Coooa  Islands          

1901 

363 

SoQthera  Nigeria 

1900 

354 

1901 

365 

GambU         

356 

Falkland  Islands     

" 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


No. 

Colony. 
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, 

Gold  Coast     

2 

Znlnland        

Forests.     ■ 

3 

Sierra  Leone 

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Canada           

Emigration. 

B 

Bahamas        

Sisal  Indnstry. 

6 

Hong  Kong 

Babonio  Plagae. 

7 

Mineral  Resooroes. 

6 

Western  Padfio        

British  Solomon  lalands. 

9 

Dominica       

Agricultore. 

10 

Virgin  Islands          

Condition  daring  1897. 

11 

Grenada        

12 

AnguUla        

VTtal  atatUtios,  1898. 

13 

Cook  Islands 

Trade,  1899. 

14 

BahMnas        

Fibre  Indmtry. 

IS 

Canada           „ 

Lisal  Status  of  British  North 
American  Indians. 

IS 

Hediflal  Beports. 

17 

Gilbert  and  Ethce  IsLmda  ... 

Boport  for  1896-1900. 

18 

Hong  Kong    

Operations   in    Hew  Territory 

19 
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No.    367.  NOKTHBur 

Tkbbi- 

TOBlBBOr 

NORTHERN  TERRITORIES  ooJcto^p. 

1901. 


GOLD    COAST. 


OovBBNOR  Ma  JOB  Nathan  to  Mb.  Chamber  lain. 

GoTemmeDt  House,  Accra, 

14th  April,  1902. 
SlB, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  traDBmit  the  Keport  on  the 
Korthern  Territories  of  the  Gold  Coast  for  the  year  190X, 
prepared  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  H.  Morris,  D.S.O.,  who  was 
iQ  charge  of  those  Territories  as  Commissioner  and  Commaudant 
from  the  7th  April,  when  he  relieved  the  late  Major  J,  F, 
Sheppard,  D.S.O.,  who  had  been  acting  as  Conmiissioner  and 
Commandant  during  the  Ashanti  rising. 

2.  The  ownership  of  Ewobia  (Pabia),  referred  to  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  report,  will  be  decided  on  the  results  of  the 
survey  now  being  made  by  the  Anglo-German  Boundary 
Commission,  which  commenced  its  work  early  in  October  of  last 
year,  and  on  the  I5th  March  of  this  had  reached  the  place  in 
question, 

3.  The  steps  taken  to  suppress  slave-raiding  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Gambaga  appear  to  have  met  with  a  satisfactory  result. 

4.  You  have  been  fully  informed  from  time  to  time  with 
regard  to  the  arrrangemente  for  the  expedition,  which  should  by 
now  have  completed  its  operations  in  tne  Tiana  country  and  in 
certain  parts  of  the  Fra-Fra  sub-district,  an  expedition  rendered 
necessary  to  protect  the  loyal  and  orderly  parts  of  the  country 
against  the  periodical  raids  of  their  savage  and  turbulent 
neighbours. 

5.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morris's  former  anticipation  that  force 
would  have  to  be  employed  before  the  Dagomba  chiefs  would 
come  definitely  under  our  control  was  happily  not  realized. 

6.  The  revenue  for  the  year  1901  stated  to  be  £7,415  4;;.  3d. 
was,  if  this  statement,  which  has  not  yet  been  verified  from  the 
Treasury  accounts,  is  correct,  slightly  below  the  revenue  of 
£7,736  7s.  9d.  shown  in  the  Treasury  boob  as  received  in  1900. 
The  expenditure  in  1901  has  not  yet  been  comoletely  estimated ; 

I2IS9^*TB— 7/1903    Wt  38616    D  &  8      6  A  2 
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NoBffHEBM   Bome  difficulty   is   being   ezperieDced   in   arriving    at   it   with 
Tbbbi-      ezactnesB,  owing  to  mach  of  it  being  incurred  on  the  Gold  Coast 
™"he  **^    '""^  '''  Aehanti  for  transport,  &c. 
€loLD  OoAST,      In  preparing  the  estimates  for  the  current  year  under  each  vote, 
'^''       the  amounts  required  specially  for  the  Northern  Territories  have 
been  abstracted  with  the  result  that  the  total  estimated  expendi- 
ture, including  £23,038  11*.  Id.  for  the  Northern  Temtories 
battalion   of  the   West   African    Frontier   Force,   amounts   to 
.£52,381  lis,  Td,     The  revenue  is  put  down  at  the  same  amount 
as  for  the  two  previous  years,  viz.,  at  £8,000. 

7.  As  sooo  as  the  Fra-Fra  expedition  has  been  brought  to  a 
close  I  propose  to  instruct  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morris  to  arrange 
for  an  officer  to  be  stationed  at  Salaga,  where,  in  addition  to 
oollectioD  of  revenue,  he  will  have  important  administrative 
duties  to  perform. 

8.  In  the  Annual  Beport  on  the  Medical  Department  the 
health  of  the  Northern  Territories  in  1901  was  stated  to  have 
been  moderately  good,  and  this  statement  is  confirmed  by 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Morris,  in  whose  opinion  that  the  climate 
of  the  Northern  Territories  is  superior  to  that  of  the  coast  I 
entirely  concur.  Of  the  two  cases  of  deaths  of  officers  who  had 
served  in  the  territories,  Major  Sheppard's,  from  hlackwater  fever, 
after  hia  return  to  the  United  Kingdom,  very  probably  was  due 
to  his  service  in  those  territories,  but  I  ara  very  doubtful  whether 
this  was  the  case  with  Captain  Dawson,  who  died  at  Accra,  after 
having  been  for  some  days  at  Cape  Coast  during  an  unhealthy 
period.  The  liability  of  officers  to  sufiler  from  their  journey  to 
the  coast  will  no  ooubt  he  decreased  when  the  part  of  the 
journey  from  Kumasi  will  he  accomplished  in  a  day  by  the 
railway.  The  steps  taken  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morris  to 
secure  good  sanitary  conditions  for  the  Europeans  at  Gambaga 
appear  to  have  been  entirely  in  the  right  direction,  I  am 
enquiring  of  him  whether  any  special  precautions  are  taken  to 
protect  men  at  work  in  the  heat  of  the  day  from  the  efifecta  of 
exposure  to  the  sun,  as  I  am  convinced  that  a  large  proportion 
of  the  fatal  cases  in  the  Colony  proper  are  the  result  of  such 
exposure. 

9.  It  is  uimecessary  for  me  to  comment  on  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Morris's  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  troops  in  his  conunand, 
as  1  dealt  fully  with  this  subject  in  forwarding  the  report  of 
Brigadier-General  Kemball  on  his  inspection  of  the  battauon, 

10.  With  regard  to  recruiting,  I  am  asking  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Morris  to  do  all  he  can  to  recruit  for  the  battahon  in 
Ashuiti,  which  on  the  31at  March  was  still  310  below  establish- 
ment in  the  native  ranks.  The  battalion  in  the  Northern 
Territories  is  up  to  ite  establishment. 

11.  The  detailed  census  returns  for  the  Northern  Territories 
will  shortly  he  submitted  to  you  with  the  comrdete  census 
report  for  the  Colony,  Ashanti,  and  the  Northern  Territories. 
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Th«   total   figure   of  317,964   giTeo    by   Lienteoant-Colonel  Kobtukbk 
MorriB  would  mdioate  ft  population  of  rather  over  8-3  per  square      Tebei- 
mile,   the   area   of   the  Territories  being  about  38,000   square    ™*'"'*' 
miles.     This  is  a   sparse  population,     I  am  doubtful,  however,  qq^^j,  Coast 
whether,  adults  only  having  been  counted,  an  addition  of  50  per        1901.     * 
cent,  is  sufficient  for  children.  ^— 

12.  I  shall  deal  shortly  in  a  separate  despatch  with  the 
question  of  a  subsidiary  nickel  coinage  for  the  Northern 
Territories. 

13.  I  am  not  entirely  satisfied  that  it  was  advisable  to  close 
the  store  at  Wa,  which  Ought  to  have  led  to  a  growing  appreci&- 
tioD  of  European  goods  among  the  people  on  the  western  side 
of  the  Territories  ;  the  failure  of  the  store  was  probably  due  to 
want  of  interest  in  and  supervision  of  it,  and  these  to  the 
station  having  been  short-handed  during  the  whole  of  the  year. 
There  seems  to  have  been  a  good  reason  for  closing  the  store  at 
Kintampo. 

14.  The  conveyance  of  stores  to  the  Northern  Territories  as 
far  as  Kmnaai  is  now  under  the  control  of  the  Transport  Depart- 
ment at  Cape  Coast.  The  greater  charge  for  this  part  of  the 
journey  compared  with  the  part  between  Kumasi  and  Gambf^ 
IS  obviously  due  to  the  higher  rates  of  wages  prevailing  on  the 
coast,  where  the  competition  for  labour  is  higher. 

I  intend  repeating  this  year  the  experiment  of  swding  up  a 
certain  proportion  of  stores  for  the  Northern  Territories,  via  the 
Yolta  nver,  under  conditions  which  I  anticipate  will  lead  to  a 
better  result  than  the  experiment  of  1900. 

15.  In  a  report  with  which  Brigadier-General  Kemball  waa 
good  eaoueh  to  furnish  me  on  his  joumer  down  the  Yolta  river, 
ne  took  the  same  view  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morris  that  the 
road  via  Salaga  and  the  river  will  eventually  be  the  route  from 
Gambaga  to  uie  coast. 

16.  I  shall  arrange  that  fruit  seeds  with  instructions  for 
growing  plants  from  them  are  sent  up  to  Gambaga  from  Aburi. 

17.  The  steps  taken  by  Lieutenant^Colonel  Morris  to  encourage 
cultivation  and  the  rearing  of  stock  appear  to  me  sound. 
Government  enterprise  in  Uiese  matters  is  neccessary  as  an 
example  to  the  natives. 

18.  On  the  whole  the  report  for  the  year  1901  may  be 
considered  satisfactory.  I  trust  that  on  the  conclusion  of  the 
present  expedition  in  the  Fra-Fra  coimtry  the  Chief  Commissioner 
will  find  it  possible  to  select  from  the  officers  now  in  the  Northern 
Territories  men  on  whom  he  can  rely  to  introduce  into  the  out- 
stations  the  same  good  order  as  appears  to  reign  at  Gambaga. 

I  have,  &c., 

M.  NA.iHA.ir, 

Governor. 


V  Google 


WoBTMBi.  ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE  NORTHERN  TERRI- 
Tb«""-  TORIES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1901. 


'  Political. 

1.  Our  relatione  with  the  two  great  European  Powers,  whose 
territory  adjoins  this  hinterland  on  three  aides,  have  been  of  the 
most  cordial  nature  throughout  the  past  year.  On  mj  arrival 
here  in  April  I  found  that  a  question  had  arisen  with  reference 
to  the  possession  of  Kwobia  (Pabia),  which  till  its  occupation  bj 
German  troops  in  February  had  always  been  considered  as 
British,  it  being  shown  on  all  maps  in  our  possession  as  being 
several  miles  to  the  west  of  the  meridian,  passing  through  the 

Soint  of  intersection  of  the  Daka  with  the  9th  parallel.  A 
etatchment  of  British  troops  was  thereupon  sent  to  Kwobia  and 
the  matter  referred  to  our  respective  GoTeraments,  who  decided 
that  the  place  should  be  considered  as  neutral  till  the  frontier 
had  been  delimited  by  the  Anglo-German  Boundary  Conunisaion. 
Troops  on  both  sides  were  therefore  simultaneously  withdrawn 
at  the  beginning  of  July.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that 
during  the  joint  occupation  of  Kwobia  the  greatest  good  feeling 
existed  between  the  troops  on  both  sides. 

State  or  the  Countbt. 

2,  During  the  early  months  of  the  year  a  considerable  amount 
of  looting  took  place  within  a  radius  of  30  miles  of  Gambaga, 
frequent  raids  being  made  for  the  acquisition  of  women,  children, 
and  cattle.  Since  my  arrival  in  April  two  important  gai^  of 
robbers  have,  however,  been  broken  up,  and  80  cases  of  ^ve- 
dealing,  looting,  and  raiding  of  women  and  children  dealt  with. 
The  prompt  measures  taken  to  check  all  slave-dealing  and 
raiding,  and  the  severe  punlshmeDts  inflicted  for  these  offences, 
have  had  a  most  salutary  effect,  and  they  have  now  become 
extremely  rate,  except  in  remote  parts  of  the  Administration, 
where,  owing  to  the  paucity  of  officers,  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  estabUsh  British  poste. 

The  kidnapping  of  children,  however,  is  most  difficult  to  detect 
and  to  put  a  stop  to,  as  the  children  are  so  often  found  straying 
outside  the  outskirts  of  their  village ;  they  are  then  picked  up  by 
some  prowling  thief,  frequently  a  woman,  and  carried  away  a 
dozen  milra  before  they  are  missed.  The  child  is  then  sold,  very 
often  to  some  woman,  who,  being  without  children,  wishes  to  adopt 
one,  and  in  a  few  months  becomes  so  attached  to  its  new  home 
that,  as  has  happened  in  several  cases  brought  before  me,  when 
found  it  frequently  refuses  to  return  to  its  real  parents. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Tiansi  district  and  certain  parts  of 
the  Fra-Fra  country,  lying  close  to  the  11th  parallel  of  north 
latitude  between  L^  and  ff'  west  longitude,  the  whole  of  the 
Protectorate  is  in  a  most  peaceful  state.     It  is  very  satisfactory 
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to  be  able  to  report  the  thorough  and  complete  BubmiBsioa  of  the  JlmtufM 
Dagombaa.    A  large  "pahiver"  wae  held  at  Gambags  last     TfiKU-. 
July  for  the  purpose  of  preBenting  the  Dagomba  kiuge   witli   to"^*  <" 
lockets,'  similar  to  those  bestowed  on  the  other  chiefs  in  the  Goi^O>ast 
Korthem   Territories    is    1899.     I   took    this    opportunity   ef        1901.] 

informing  the  Dagombaa  that  now  thej  were  under  our  rule  and        

protection  all  slave-dealing  and  raiding  must  ceaae,  and  they 
must  obey  all  orders  that  might  be  given  them.  They  expressed 
their  loyalty  to  His  Majesty  and  their  readiness  to  obey  alt 
orders.  These  promises  they  have  faithfully  kept,  and  given 
me  the  greatest  assistance  in  the  making  of  roads  and  providing 
of  earners.  The  two  Martini-Metford  carbines  which  were 
taken  by  them  from  us  in  January,  1898,  have  also  been 
returned. 

Betknde. 

3.  The  revenue  during  the  past  year  amounts  to  £7,415  4s.  id., 
as  against  £3,980  Zs.  2d.  in  1899.  No  annual  report  was  sent 
in  by  the  late  Major  Sheppard  for  1900,  nor  were  complete 
returns  kept  up,  so  that  I  am  unable  to  make  comparisons  with 
that  year.  I  attach  a  return,  which  shows  the  amount  of  revenue 
ooUected  each  quarter  in  the  different  distriota.  I  also  attach  4 
further  return  showing  the  number  of  animals  and  loads  on 
which  taxes  have  been  levied. 

■  Comparing  this  return  with  1899,  it  is  foimd  that  the  amount 
Malised  in  1901  from  caravan  taxes  exceeds  that  of  the  previous 
year  by  nearly  £1,1(10.  The  chief  increase  ifi  in  the  number  of 
sheep  passing  through  the  territories,  28,683  paying  taxes 
against  18,773  in  1899.  There  is  also  an  increase  of  nearly 
3,000  loads  as  regards  kola  nuts.  I  am  of  opinion  that  these 
figures  may  be  conaidered  as  satisfactory,  as  tney  tend  to  show 
t£at  there  is  a  considerable  general  increase  of  trade. 

I  desire  to  point  out  that  the  amount  to  be  realised  from  the 
collection  of  caravan  taxes  altogether  depends  on  the  number  of 
officers  at  one's  disposal. 

Unless  there  is  an  officer  at  every  main  trade  centre,  through 
which  the  large  caravans  pass,  the  tax  will  undoubtedly  be 
evaded,  and  the  revenue  suffer,  as  was  the  case  last  year,  when 
owing  to  the  paucity  of  officers  I  was  unable  to  estabhph  officers' 
posts  at  Tumu,  Bole,  Walewale  and  Salaga. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  establishing  of  a  post  at  Salaga, 
which  town  is  the  destination  of  the  majority  of  the  caravans, 
owing  to  its  being  one  of  the  chief  centres  of  the  kola  nut  trad^,' 
will  lead  to  a  considerable  increase  of  the  revenue  to  be  derived 
from  caravan  taxes.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report 
that  no  complaints  have  been  received  from  the  caravans  tiuA 
they  hare  been  called  upon  to  pay  tolls  to  any  of  the  ohisfs  of 
the  various  districts  through  which  they  pass.  It  is  thoroughly 
understood  by  all  txaden  tmit  the  payment  of  the  small  Grovem* 
ment  tax  frees  them  from  any  further  toll,  and  that  they  will 
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KOBTHBBN    receive  quick  and  retui^  redress  for  ^y  wrong  they  may  Buffer 

TntBi-     ftt  the  hacds  of  any  chief  or  people.     The  Maintenance  tax  has 

TcmiBs  ot   no^  heea  abolished  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 

OoLD^AST  *°^  ^"^  ^°^  ^  collected  in  future.     It  was  considered  that  its 

1901.     '  iiwosition  eave  the  native  chiefs  ifreat  opportunities  for  extortion. 

AUhoufh,  however,  there  will  he  a  loss  to  the  revenue  during 

190!^  ol  nearly  £1,200  Maintenance  tax,  it  is  considered  that 
this  will  be  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  budib  paid  by 
mining  companies  for  prospecting  licences  and  rights  of  option. 

The  leases  when  taken  up  wUl  result  in  a  large  iacreaae  of 
revenue.  In  the  course  of  a  very  few  years,  as  soon  as  the  river 
service  Kaa  been  established,  thus  leadmg  to  a  large  reduction  in 
the  cost  of  transport,  and  the  leases  of  mines  taken  up,  I  am 
extremely  hopeful  that  the  Protectorate  will  be  almost  self- 
supporting,  and  will  be  able  to  pay  the  whole  expenses  of  it« 
administration  except  the  cost  of  the  troops. 

CrENEBAL    HEALTH, 

4,  As  all  medical  returns  are  now  sent  direct  to  the  Principal 
Medical  Officer  at  Accra,  I  am  unable  to  furnish  Btatistics  of  the 
health  of  either  Europeans  or  Hausae.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion 
that  the  general  health  of  Europeans  stationed  in  the  Protectorate 
durii^  the  past  year  might  be  considered  as  fairly  satisfactoiy  i 
DO  omcers  have  died  within  the  Northern  Territories  during  this 

Eriod,  though  the  deaths  of  both  Major  Sheppard  and  Captain 
nwson  were  due  to  their  service  in  these  temtcries,  the  former 
dying  last  .lune  at  home  a  few  days  after  landing,  the  latter  at 
Accra  in  April. 

No  officers  have  been  invalided  before  the  expiration  of  their 
tour  of  service,  though  several  left  the  territories  in  a  very 
weak  and  feeble  state.  Everything  possible  is  being  done  to 
improve  the  heolUi  of  the  officers  serving  here.  Excellent  rations 
consisting  of  Sour,  sugar,  rice,  tea,  &c.,  have  been  sent  out  from 
England,  and  can  be  obtained  on  payment :  these,  combined  with 
a  regular  supply  of  fresh  mUk  and  also  European  vegetables  for 
«ight  months  of  the  year,  have  conduced  greatly  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  health. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  climate  of  the  Northern  Territories 
is  superior  to  that  of  the  coast ;  the  fever  is  of  a  milder  type,  and 
the  patient  appears  to  recover  from  its  efTects  more  rapi^y. 

I  venture  to  state,  however,  that  the  better  health  enjoyed  by 
officers  up  here  is  due  more  to  the  healthier  life  led  than  tlie 
superiority  of  the  climate  ;  the  proper  carrying  out  of  one's  duties 
necessitates  the  taking  of  three  or  four  hours'  exereise  a  day. 

At  the  end  of  their  twelve  months  tour  officen,  however, 
«ppear  almost  as  much  "  run  down  "  as  on  the  coast,  and  I  would 
most  strongly  urge  the  advisability  of  relieving  all  European 
-officiali  up  to  date  as  much  as  possiUe,  as  it  must  t>e  remembered 


V  Google 


OOLUIUL  imoBia — akjitiaj^  9 

that  an  ardnous  journey  of  500  miles  has  to  be  undertaken  at  Ncbthkrm 
the  end  of  one's  tour  before  the  coast  line  is  reached ;  thia     Tbrri- 
joumey  is  a  great  strain  on  Europeans  in  a  weak  state  of  health.   *''^i^„'^' 

The  only  epidemic  in  the  Northern  Territories  during   1901  GoLoCoAn, 
vas  tm  outbreak  of  small-pox  at  Kintampo  in  April,  of  which       la- 
thers were  17  cases,  three  or  whom  died.    The  energetic  measures 
taken  by  Dr.  Graham  checked  the  outbreak,  and  there  were  no 
further  cases  after  May. 

Although  every  facility  is  afforded  the  natives  of  free  medical 
treatment  not  many  avail  themselves  of  this  privilege.  In 
Kintampo — which  being  the  nearest  to  the  coast  may  oe  con- 
sidered as  one  of  the  most  civilised  towuR,  and  is  also  one  of  the 
largest — Dr.  Clraham  informs  me  that  he  treated  514  cases  in 
nine  months,  including  men  from  the  surrounding  villages. 
These  cases  may  roughly  be  divided  into  two  classes  : — 

1st.  The  well-informed  native  from  the  coast,  who  has  expe- 
rienced and  has  some  confidence  in  European  treatment. 

2nd.  The  pauper,  who  is  too  poor  t«  pay  the  high  fees 
demanded  by  the  native  practitioner,  and  who  attends  the 
European  medical  officer  as  a  "  pis  aller,"  but  with  great 
distrust. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  carry  out  efficient  treatment  for 
either  class,  for  by  the  first  class  orders  are  systematically 
disobeyed,  and  native  treatment  pursued  simultaneously.  By 
the  second  the  medicine  given  to  be  taken  internally  is  frequently 
applied  externally  or  carried  as  a  charm.  Both  classes  easily 
become  discouraged  unless  an  immediate  effect  be  produced,  and 
cease  to  attend  before  time  enough  has  been  spent  to  effect  a 
cure. 

Now  that  so  much  attention  is  being  paid  to  Dr.  Koss's  anti- 
mosquito  campaign  in  West  Africa,  it  may  be  perhaps  of 
interest  to  mention  our  efforts  in  this  direction  in  Grambaga. 

Following  out  the  instructions  for  the  prevention  of  malarial 
fever,  published  by  the  Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  Medicine, 
I  caused  all  holes  that  might  contain  puddles,  and  so  become 
breeding  grounds  for  the  anopheles  mosquito,  to  be  filled  up. 

Some  hollows  in  rocks  were  discovered  containing  about 
18  inches  of  water  fiUed  with  thousands  of  larvae. 

The  Hausas*  and  Carriers'  lines  were  inspected  twice  a  week 
in  order  to  ensure  no  stagnant  water  being  allowed  to  remain  in 
old  pots  or  tins.  The  general  result  has  been  an  immense 
reduction  in  the  number  ot  mosquitoes.  With  regard  to  my  own 
quarters,  in  addition  to  taking  these  sanitary  measures,  I  had 
every  mosquito  killed  so  far  as  possible  as  soon  as  it  appeared. 
The  result  of  this  was  that  my  own  house  was  nearly  free  from 
mosquitoes,  and  I  have  only  had  half  a  day's  fever  during  my 
time  in  Gambaga  (neariy  ten  months) ;  whether  this  immmiity 
has  been  due  to  the  absence  of  the  mosquito  I  do  not  venture 
to  say. 
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NoKTBERN        So  far  as  the  meftos  at  one's  disposal  will  allow,  all  honaes  for 

Terei-      Europeans  have  been  built  with  the  utmost  regard  to  aaDitar^ 

^^^'^^  "'    regulations.     They  are  not  crowded  together,  and  are  at  some 

GoLoCoAsr  distance  from  the  natire  quarters.     Each  of  them  is  surrounded 

1901.     '  with  a  large  open  compound  from  which  the  rank  Tegetatim  haa 

— —        been  cleared  airay,  as  well  as  all  trees  in  the  immediate  vidnity 

of  the  house. 

Teoofs. 

5.  The  troops  here  are  composed  of  a  batteryand  the  2nd 
Battalion  of  the  Gold  Coast  Regiment  of  the  West  Africaa 
Frontier  Force,  and  have  been  raised  from  the  tribes  of  this 
hinterland.  They  make  excellent  soldiers,  as  they  are  of  fine 
physique,  most  amenable  to  discipline,  and  extremely  anxious  to 
learn  their  work.  Their  behaviour  has  been  extremely  good, 
and  there  hare  been  very  few  cases  of  serious  crime. 

There  were  28  desertions  during  the  past  year,  24  of  them 
being  recruits  with  only  a  few  weeks'  service.  I  made  especial 
enquiries  into  the  cause  of  these  desertions,  and  found  that  these 
young  soldiers,  after  having  joined  for  a  few  daysj  took  advan- 
tage of  their  improved  social  position  to  obtain  as  much  credit 
as  possible  both  from  their  comrades  and  from  the  traders  in  the 
town.  As  soon,  however,  as  their  creditors  began  to  press  for 
payment,  and  to  threaten  to  take  legal  proceedmgs,  the  recruits 
freed  themselves  from  their  pecimiary  obligations  by  flight. 

The  men  turn  out  verr  well  on  parade,  and  take  a  pride  in 
their  appearance  and  in  wearing  His  Majesty's  uniform. 
Several  of  the  old  non-commiBsioned  ofEcers,  whose  only  claim 
to  promotion  lay  in  their  age,  have  left  the  force,  and  a  con- 
siderable number  of  smart  young  non.«ommissioned  ofiGcers 
promoted  ;  every  man  knows  that  promotion  will  be  by  selectitm, 
and  that  it  rests  entirely  with  himself  as  to  the  rank  he  attains. 
The  drill  of  the  men  is  very  good  and  steady  ;  every  opportunity 
is  taken  of  teaching  the  non-commissioned  officers  how  to 
command  their  own  sections,  and  every  encouragement  given  to 
these  section  commanders  to  use  their  intelligence  and  act  on 
their  own  initiative.  The  musketry  of  the  battalion  has  much 
^improved,  and  the  men  take  great  mterest  in  their  shooting. 
I  am  much  indebted  to  the  officers  commanding  companies  for 
their  zeal  and  energy  in  training  and  looking  after  weir  men, 
and  especially  wish  to  mention  m  this  respect  Captain  A,  H. 
Walker-Leigh  and  Captain  J.  O'Kinealy,  Royal  Garrison 
ArtUlery,  who  has  done  much  to  improve  his  small  battery 
during  uie  short  time  he  has  been  in  command. 

Becruiting. 

6.  Becruiting  baa  been  carried  on  with  much  success  during 
the  past  year,  262  recruits  having  been  obtained.  Sixty-nine 
recruits  were  raised  in  1899,  and  153  in  1900,  so  that  the  recruits 
ing  in  the  Northern  Territories  during  1901  shows  a  great 
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iraprovement  over  past  years,  especially  as  the  standard  has  been  Uortubhn 

conaiderably  raised,  no  men  being  accepted  ander  5  feet  6  inches  Terki- 

In  he^ht  and  34  Lnohes  chest  measurement.  tories  of 

I  am  of  opinion  that  this  hinterland  is  a  most  valuable  field  GoldOoast 

for  recruiting  ;  the  men  are  of  excellent  material,  moat  amenable  1901, 

to  discipline,  fairly  intelligent,  and  extremely  desirous  of  learning  ^^ 
their  work.     I  have  shown  in  the  table  below  the  various  tribes 
iron  which  the  recruits  during  the  past  year  have  been  enlisted. 


In  my  annual  report  for  1 899  I  strongly  recommended  that 
the  "  bringing  money  "  reward  should  be  paid  directlv  a  recruit 
was  approved  of  by  me,  on  the  grounds  that  nothing  more 
discourages  the  bringer  of  a  recruit  than  not  receiving  his  reward 
at  once.  This  recommendation  was  sanctioned  last  April  with 
very  beneficial  results. 

Censos. 

7.  A  ceuBUB  was  taken  of  this  hinterland  last  year  with  fairly 
satisfactory  results,  especially  when  one  considers  the  very  short 
time  these  territories  have  been  under  our  rule ;  the  total 
counted  adult  population  amounted  to  107,964,  there  being  2,000 
more  males  than  females. 

In  order  to  get  a  more  approximately  accurate  account  104,000 
was  added  to  the  above  numbers  as  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
country  was  not  counted.  Only  the  adult  population  has  been 
included  in  these  figures  ;  it  was  suggested,  therefore,  that  50  per 
cent,  should  be  added  for  children,  viz.,  106,000,  so  that  the 
estimated  total  population  of  the  Northern  Territories  amounts  to 
317,964. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  I  am  able  to  report  that  in  the 
districts  of  Mamprusi,  Dagomba,  Gonja,  Kintampo,  Bole,  Wa, 
and  (rrunshi,  the  chiefs  gave  everj  assistance,  and  readily 
accepted  my  assurance  that  the  counting  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  bringing  in  of  a  tax  or  making  additional  calls  upon  them 
for  free  Talrour. 

In  Dagarti  the  enumemtors  were  received  in  many  places 
with  considf^rable  suspicion ;  whenever  this  took  place  the 
counting  was  not  proceeded  with.  The  Fra-Fia  district  I  did 
not  attempt,  as  it  would  not  have  been  safe  to  send  anyone  to 
count  thpm  without  an  escort,  which  would  have  defeated  its  own 

object.' 
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NOBTHBKN  SlLTBB   CUBBENCT. 

TORiEa  OF        8.  I  am  of  opinioD  that  the  introduction  of  tlie  Boyish  silver 
THE        coinage  into  this  Proteotorate  has  had  an  ezceUent  eSect  in  the 
*'**^?(S?*"'  fi°<50Tagement  and  increase  of  trade. 

—  The  eDormous  disadrantages  of  the  covrie  coinage  are  ohvious 

when  ooe  considers  that  one  pound's  worth  of  covriea  are  a 
heav^  carrier  load. 

I  find,  however,  that  the  threepenny  {3d.)  piece,  the  lowest 
silver  coin  now  in  circulation,  is  of  too  high  a  value  (hetng  equal 
to  250  cowries)  to  answer  all  requirements,  as  the  native  when 
making  his  usual  daily  purchases  of  food,  &c.,  buys  a  variety  of 
small  things,  ranging  in  value  from  ten  (10)  to  thirty  (30)  cowries 
each.  I  wish,  therefore,  most  strongly  to  recommend  the  very 
early  introduction  of  a  subsidiary  coinage  made  of  nickel,  and  am 
of  opinion  that  the  coins  most  required  are  a  penny  and  a  half- 
penny piece,  equivalent  roughly  to  eighty  (80)  and  forty  (40) 
cowries  respectively,  I  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  at  all 
necessary  to  go  below  these  coins  in  value,  as  the  cowrie  coinage 
must  remain  the  medium  for  all  very  small  purchases  in  the  way 
of  foodstuffs,  &c. 

I  do  not  recommend  the  introduction  of  the  copper  coinage 
into  the  Northern  .Territories,  as  I  un  of  opinion  that  the  coppers 
would  be  mostly  turned  into  rings  and  other  ornaments. 

Tbadb  Goodb. 

9.  I  attach  returns  showing  the  amount  of  trade  goods  sold 
each  quarter  in  the  Government  stores  at  Gambaga,  Wa,  and 
Kintampo. 

The  stores  at  Kintampo  and  Wa  were  not  a  success,  and  have 
therefore  been  closed,  the  goods  being  either  sold  off  by  auction 
or  transferred  to  Gambaga.  It  was  found  that  the  store  at 
Kintampo  was  not  required,  as  owing  to  its  proximity  to  the 
coast  a  considerable  number  of  traders  had  already  established 
themselves  there. 

The  receipts  in  the  Gambaga  store  show  also  a  considerable 
falling  off,  chiefly  in  the  March  quarter,  when  only  £21  were 
taken.  This  was  due  to  two  reasons :  First,  because  little 
interest  was  taken  in  the  sales  at  that  time,  and  no  attempt  made 
to  keep  the  Government  salesman  up  to  his  work ;  second,  the 
goods  asked  for  in  March,  1900,  had  not  arrived,  and  conse- 
quently there  was  a  lack  of  the  more  popular  articles.  As  soon 
as  the  fresh  goods  arrived  the  sales  at  once  increased,  and  there 
was  as  great  a  demand  as  ever  for  cotton  prints,  grey  and  bine 
bafts,  white  Croydon  linen,  cheap  silk  handkerchiefs,  pomade, 
looking  glasses,  basins,  pipes,  &c. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  store  has  answered  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  originally  started,  viz.,  as  tiia  pioneer  of  oidinarj 
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commerce,  and  tliat  its  eBtablishment  has  created  a  demaod  for  Nortbbbn 
goode  whict  did  not  before  exist,  Tbbki- 

Several   coast  traders   have   arrived   here   and   are  doing   a        thb 
prosperouB  trade ;  I  am  of  opinioD  that  in  another  two  jears  Gold  Coast, 
the  neccBsity  of  continaing  the  Govemmeat  trade  goods  store       I^^- 
will  no  longer  exist. 

As  soon  as  a  cheaper  system  of  transport  can  be  elaborated, 
I  consider  that  there  will  be  a  great  opening  for  trade  in  this 
Protectorate. 

Tbanbpobt. 

10.  The  question  of  the  cost  of  transport  has  had  my  most 
serious  attention,  and  has  been  cut  down  as  much  as  possible, 
I  wish  to  point  out  that  the  chief  cost  of  transporting  loads  to 
the  Northern  Territories  lies  altogether  outside  zay  administra- 
tion, and  is  not  under  mj  control.  For  the  first  250  miles  from 
the  coast  to  Kintampo  the  route  lies  outside  the  Northern  Terri- 
tories, and  the  charge  for  a  load  over  this  section  is  £l  lis. 
The  rest  of  the  route  from  Kintampo  to  Gambaga,  almost 
identical  in  length,  costs  )3j.  for  the  transport  of  a  load,  which 
cumot  be  considered  excessive. 

An  experiment  was  tried  at  the  end  of  1 900  of  sending  rations 
up  to  Kintampo  in  canoes  hy  the  Volta  from  Ada.  It  was  not 
however  a  success,  as  the  greater  part  of  the  stores  took  nearly 
six  months  to  reach  Longoro,  the  port  for  Kintampo,  and  one 
day's  )oumey  from  that  station,  and  then  arrived  in  a  very 
damaged  condition,  at  least  one-fifth  of  the  Maconochie  meat 
tins  being  so  bad  that  they  had  to  be  destroyed. 

The  finding  however  of  gold  in  the  Northern  Territories,  and 
the  consequent  taking  up  of  concessions  by  influential  mining 
companies,  will  soon  solve  all  difficulties  as  regards  transport,  as 
in  order  to  successfully  work  the  mines  it  ia  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  Volta  should  be  made  navigable  for  stem  wheel 
steamers  to  enable  machinery,  &c.,  to  be  brought  up.  Once  the 
river  service  has  been  established  the  cost  of  transport  will  be 
reduced  over  100  per-  cent.,  as  it  will  then  be  possible  to  bring 
all  stores  intended  for  Kintampo  up  by  river  to  Longoro,  a  few 
miles  only  from  that  place.  Those  for  Gambaga  would  be  landed 
at  Yegi  and  brought  thence  by  road  via  Salaga  to  Gambaga, 
which  by  the  new  road  I  am  at  present  making  is  10  days' 
journey  from  Yegi. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  altogether  premature  to  at 
present  consider  the  question  of  extending  the  river  service  up 
the  White  Volta  to  Daboya,  as  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
cost  of  making  this  part  of  the  river  navigable  would  have  to  be 
borne  by  the  Government  and  not  by  the  mining  companies,  the 
area  of  the  Bupposed  gold  fields  being  in  the  val^y  of  the  Black 
Volta  and  notthe  White.  The  journey  from  Daboya  to  Gambaga 
is  also  only  three  days  shorter  than  from  Yegi,  so  that  the  few 
days  gained  would  not  compensate  for  the  extra  cost  involved. 
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HORTHERK  BOADS. 

TOKiEa  OF  11-  The  roadfi  already  made  have  been  kept  cleared  and  in 
'i^B  good  repair.  I  am  at  present  engaf^ed  Id  constructing  a  good 
^*"'?sS?^^^'  Pp"''*''^"*'  '■"^^  fr°™  Gambaga  to  Salaga,  via  Karaga,  Ga, 
'  Garewea,  Kapendi,  and  Donkolcade.  Although  this  route  is  not 
the  main  trade  route  to  Sal^a  from  the  countries  to  the  north- 
east of  this  Protectorate,  aa  it  does  not  paes  through  Kobia, 
Trhich  is  the  centre  on  ivhich  the  chief  trade  routes  convei^e^  I 
tvas  hoTrever  of  opinion  that  it  would  have  been  most  inadvisable 
to  defer  the  construction  of  a  good  road  from  Gambaga  to 
Sal^a  till  the  exact  position  of  Kobia  had  been  settled  by  the 
Anglo-German  Boundary  Commission.  Should  it  fall  to  Germany 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  fact  of  a  good  road  being  inade  in  a 
direct  line  from  Gambia  to  Salaga  will  divert  a  considerable 
amount  of  trade  from  Kobia.  Already  a  considerable  number 
of  caravans  from  Gambaga  are  using  the  new  road  instead  of 
going,  as  previously,  through  Patenga  and  Kobia. 

The  new  road  is  16  feet  wide  with  shallow  ditches  on  either 
side,  and  when  completed  will,  ae  soon  as  the  river  service  has 
been  established  to  xegi,  be  by  far  the  shortest  route  to  Gambi^ 
from  the  coast.  There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  procuring  local 
labour,  but  the  paucity  of  officers  has  greatly  interfered  with  its 
construction,  as  the  natives  will  not  remain  at  the  work  without 
the  supervision  of  an  European  officer,  who  must  make  all 
measurements  and  lay  out  the  proper  direction, 

r  hope,  however,  that  this  road  will  be  nearly  completed  by 
the  end  of  June  :  this  does  not  include  the  bridging  of  several 
streams  and  draining  a  certain  number  of  swamps,  which  will 
requite  the  services  of  a  Foreman  of  works  next  dry  weather. 

BniLDINGS. 

12.  The  arrival  of  a  Foreman  of  works  in  Kintampo  last  July 
has  enabled  several  buildings  of  a  permanent  nature  to  be 
constructed. 

A  commodious  store  has  been  built  at  Kintampo  with  brick 
Ti'alls  and  shingle  roof ;  a  magazine  and  treasury  are  also  being 
constructed.  At  Gambaga  a  new  house  with  suitable  offices  has 
been  built  for  the  Chief  Commissioner  ;  a  new  magazine,  treasury, 
and  quartermaster's  stores  are  also  about  to  be  built.  Shingles 
are  not  obtainable  round  Gambaga,  the  Chief  Commissioner'a 
house  has  therefore  been  roofed  with  grass ;  the  magazine, 
treasury,  and  quartermaster's  stores  will  have  sheet  iron  roofing, 
which  is  about  to  be  sent  up  from  the  coast.  The  construction 
of  these  permanent  buildings,  especially  if  the  floors  caji  be  made 
of  cement,  will  result  in  a  considerable  saving  to  Government,  as 
hitherto  there  has  been  a  great  waste  of  stores  owing  to  the 
ravages  of  white  ants. 
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bobticultdba.!..  nokthkkh 

Tkkxi- 

13.  The  Beeds  sown  in  the  GrOTemment  gardens  this  year  hare        yg^ 
Deen  a  aaccess,  eepecitdly  in  Qambi^,  where  ntdisheB,  tomatoes,  Gold  Coabt, 
French  beans,  e^-plants,  cabbages,  lettuces,  and  kohl  rabi  were        1961> 
grown  with  veiy  satisfactory  results ;   encumbers  and  tamipe        ~^ 
were  only  fair.     The  tomatoes  were  most  prodoctive  :  a  careful 
succession  of  sowings  provided  a  oontinuoui^  supply  throughout 
the  year  ;  during  the  rains  the  fmit  was  as  fine  as  if  grown  in 
England  under  the  most  favourable  aircumetances.     The  arrival 
of  the   Harraattan  in  November  completely  destroyed  all  the 
Other  vegetables.     To  erow  vegetables  with  any  snooess  in  this 
country  it  is  essential  unat  the  garden  should  be  under  carefol 
European  sVipervision,  so  as  to  ensure  the  seeds  being  at  first 
grown  under  grass  shelters  and  liberally  watered  twice  a  day. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  enormous  benefit  to  health 
derived  from  this  supply  of  English  vegetables,  especially 
in  a  country  where  the  native  supply  is  both  scanty  and 
indifiTerent. 

There  are  now  a  considerable  number  of  papaw  trees  in 
Gambaga,  the  majority  of  which  are  bearing  fruit ;  these  trees 
were  first  planted  in  1899.  I  have  also  at  present  a  large 
number  of  young  trees,  which  will  be  planted  about  the  canton- 
ments at  the  beginning  of  the  rainy  season. 

The  Northern  Territories  are  singularly  destitute  of  fruit,  and 
I  would  therefore  suggest  that  the  experiment  be  tried  of  pro- 
ducing other  native  fruits  that  are  found  to  do  well  on  the  coast, 
such  as  pineapples,  bananas,  mangoes,  oranges,  guavas,  &e.  The 
results,  if  successful,  would  greatly  contribute  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  all  Europeans  residing  in  this  Protectorate. 


Harvest  and  Food  Supply. 

14.  The  harvest  throughout  the  whole  Protectorate  has  been 
plentiful.  There  has  been  no  plague  of  locusts  as  was  the  case 
m  1900,  when  much  damage  was  done.  The  native,  however,  is 
of  an  improvident  nature,  and  it  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
that  he  can  be  induced  to  sow  sufficient  com  to  last  him  for  the 
whoje  year.  The  result  of  this  ie  that  large  numbers  of  them 
live  in  a  state  of  semi-starvation  for  four  mcaithe,  from  April  to 
July,  when  the  harvest  of  the  new  crops  begins.  As  I  did  not 
arrive  in  Gambaga  till  the  end  of  April  I  was  only  able  to  put  a 
few  acres  under  cnltivation  as  a  Government  farm  ;  the  results, 
however,  were  so  far  satisfactory,  as  nearly  £10  worth  of  maize, 
millet,  and  ground  nuts  were  reaped  at  a  cost  of  £3  for  seed. 
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K^TBEKM   Free  labour  was  utilised  in  accordance  with  the  old-eatabliehed 
TOB«foF    *'"8**>"  ^7  which  free  kbour  is  always  supplied  to  kiugs  for  the 

THB        cultivatioD  of  their  farms. 
Gold  Coast, 

1901.  The  GoTemment  herd  is  alao  beiug  worked  with  success,  and 

a  number  of   stock  reared   during  the   year;  £262   worth   (kE 

cattle  wf>!re  sold  durine  1901  to  the  butchers.  Id  order  to 
encourage  the  tearing  of  stock  in  the  neighbouring  districts,  and 
to  induce  the  cattle  dealers  iu  Gambi^a  to  follow  my  example,  I 
sent  natiTes  out  to  purchase  cattle  in  the  surrounding  country, 
paying  for  them  at  the  current  rates.  These  cattle  were  readily 
sold  by  auction  to  the  butchers  at  nearly  100  per  cent,  profit. 
Enterprise,  however,  except  amongst  the  Mahomedan  traders,  is 
not  a  native  characteristic,  and  the  dealers  preferred  waiting 
till  animals  were  brought  into  Gambia  to  going  further  afiel^ 
though  they  were  aware  that  a  large  profit  would  be  the  result  of 
their  trouble.  Still  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  every  year  sees 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  acres  put  under  cnltivatiou,  and 
more  food  brought  into  the  markets. 


A  DMINI8T  RATIOS. 

15.  This  Protectorate  is  now  administered  under  the  Northern 
Territories  Administration  Ordinance,  by  which  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner is  eiven  extensive  powers.  Very  stringent  laws  exist 
prohibiting  the  importation  mto  the  Protectorate  of  any  trade 
spirits,  and  I  most  sincerely  hope  that  snch  laws  will  always 
remain  in  force,  no  matter  what  the  lose  may  be  to  the  revenue, 
as  I  am  confident  that  the  import  of  trade  spirits  will  lead  to  a 
vast  increase  of  crime,  especially  "  Manslaughter"  and  "  Murder," 
crimes  which  at  present  are  of  the  rarest  occurrence. 

My  experience  of  these  ten-itories  dates  from  1899,  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  they  have  made  huge  strides 
along  the  road  to  civilization  since  that  date ;  the  iuiabitants 
fully  appreciate  the  justice  as  well  as  the  power  of  our  rule,  and 
will  travel  many  days*  journey  not  only  to  get  redress  for  any 
wrongs  they  may  have  suffered,  but  to  ask  for  one's  decision  in 
any  matter  of  importance. 

This  administration  is  a  very  lai^  one,  nearly  50,000  square 
miles,  and  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  vast  importance  of  only 
the  best  officers  being  selected  to  hold  the  appointments  of 
District  Commissioner.  An  officer  without  tact  or  the  ability  to 
take  a  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  district  is  not  only 
useless  in  these  territories  but  a  source  of  danger,  as  it  takes 
months  to  wipe  out  from  the  minds  of  the  natives  the  effects  of 
grievous  blunders  or  injustice.  Any  official  who  deals  with  these 
people  patiently,  honestlyj  and  fairly,  paying  due  consideration 
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to  their  Dative  cuBtoms  aad  their  national  oharaotei-istics,  will   Northern 
hare  no  diffieuttv  m  winning  their  confidence,  and  will  find  that      Tebri- 
they  are  capahle  of  fuUy  appreciating  his  efforts  for    their    **'"™ "' 

IWl. 
A.  MOEEIB,  Lieut.-ColOnel,  *—* 

Chief  Commissioner, 

Northern  TetritorieB, 

Grambaga, 

28th  February,  1902. 
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A,  MoBBis,  Lieut^Colonel, 
Chief  Commiaaioner, 

Northern  Territories,  Gold  Coast. 
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A.  MoRRiB,  Lieut.-ColoDel, 
Chief  CommiBraanflr, 
Northern  Territories,  Gold  Coaat. 
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Gambaga, 
h  P'ebruary,  1902. 


,  MoBBis,  Lieut-Colonel, 
Chief  CommiBsioiiet, 

Northern  Territories. 
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No.   346. 

GRENADA. 


REPORT    FOR   1900. 


(For  Report  for  1899.  kpp.  No.  infi.) 


Vcrsentrb  to  boti)  J^ouses  of  ISacliainent  bj^  tSommanti  oC  JQis  ^ajenttjj. 
December,  1901. 


i/ONDON  ; 

PBINTED' FOB     HIB     MAJESTY'S     BTATIONEET     OFFICE, 
ByPABLING  &  SON,  Ltd.,  34-«,  Baooh  Srara*.  E. 

And  t«  be  pnchawd,  either  direotlf  ar  throa^  any  BookMlLar,  fiom 

ETBE  *  SfOTTIBWOODE,  Eui  Hjjuhns  Szuk.  FbUi!  Bmai,  E.G. 

.  end  82,  AuxoDox  BmnT,  WisTifixBiza.'S.W.; 

or  OUTEB  &  BOYD,  EDCTHOBSa; 
or  B.  K>NSONBT,'  lie,  Obutom  Strut,  DoauM. 


[Cd.  788-15.]    Priet  2irf. 
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The  foUowing,  among  other,  reports  relating  to  His  Majenty'n 
Colonial  PosseBsioiiB  have  been  issaed,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
the  sonrces  indicated  on  the  title  page  i — 


No. 

Colony. 

Tear. 

323 
324 
325 
326 
327 
328 
329 
330 
331 
332 
333 
334 
335 
33G 
337 
338 
339 
340 
341 
342 
343 
344 

St.  Helena           

Sierra  Leoae        

Gambia     

BarbadoB 

B&hamaH 

Turks  and  Cttioos  Islands          

Malta        

Straits  Settlements         

Fiji           

St.  Luda 

SeyoheUee 

Faildand  lalanda 

Mauritius  and  Rodrigu  as          

British  Naw  Guinea       

Lwward  Islauds 

Trinidad  and  Tobago     

British  Honduras           

Hong  Kong          

Ceylon       

Basntoland          

Gold  Coast          

1900 

1899^1900 
1900 

IWO 

1900-1901 

1900 

MI8CELLA1IE0TIS. 


No. 

Colony. 

Subject. 

1 

Gold  Coast     

2 

Forests. 

3 

Sierra  Leone 1. 

Geology  and  Botany. 

4 

Emigration. 
Sisallndnstry. 

5 

Bahanuu        

6 

7 

a^ii-    ;;;    :;: 

Bnbonio  Plague. 
Blineral  Resources. 

e 

Wertom  Padfio        

British  Solomon  Jalands. 

9 

Agricnltnre. 

11 

Grenada         

Condition  dnring  1897. 
Agriculture  in  (&rriaoou. 

Tital  StatUtios,  1898. 

IS 

Oook  Idands 

Trade,  1899. 

14 

Fibre  Indnatn, 

Legal  Stains  of  Britiah  North 

IS 

Hedical  Beporto. 

17 

Gilbert  and  Ellioe  Islands  ... 

Report  for  1896-1900 

Hong  Kong 

Operations   in    New   Tenitorr 
dnring  1900. 

V  Google 


COI/OBIAL    RBPOKXa — AMHUAL. 

No.  346. 
GRENADA. 

(For  Report  for  1899,  we  No.  316.) 


(loTEStTOA  Sib  K.  B.  Llbweltn  to  Mb.  Chambeklain. 

OreDada, 
ith  November,  1901. 
Sib, 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  forwaid  the  Beport  on  the  Blue 
Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1900,  prepared  by 
Mr.  E.  Drayton. 

I  haye,  Ac, 

R.    B.  LtEWELYW, 

Qovemor. 


e)01MT—^7l»— 11/1901    Wt35i&3    D  &  8-6 
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FINANCIAL. 


Retenttb. 

The  Oeueral  Bevenue  of  the  year  1900  amonated  to  £70,369, 
of  which  £700  was  a  grant  iu  aid  of  tlie  Botanic  Station  from 
Imperial  funds,  so  that  the  revenue  from  local  sources  was 
£69,663,  being  the  largest  on  record. 

The  General  Itevenue  for  the  last  five  years  was  as  follows :  — 


Year. 


56,275 
56,973 
62,876 

68,757 
70,363 


2.  The  subjoined  comparative  statement  of  the  revenue  in 
1899  and  1900  shows  that  the  improved  results  of  the  latter 
year  are  due  to  better  coUectaoA,  of  internal  revenue,  chiefly 
the  land  and  house  taxes,  and  to  sales  of  escheated  properties, 
and  of  a  portion  of  a  mountain  estate,  purchased  for  conserva- 
tion in  forest,  that  part  of  it  not  required  for  such  purposes 
being  re-8old. 

On  the  other  hand.  Customs  Sevenue  declined  by  £1,566,  as 
a  consequence  of  the  abolition  at  the  commencement  of  tlie 
year  of  the  10  per  cent,  additional  import  duty  whicli  had  been, 
imposed  to  meet  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  four  preceding 
yean. 


H«»d  of  Bevenne. 

.  1900. 

1899. 

in^ 

DecraiM. 

I.  ClutODU         

36,684 

£ 
38,148 

£ 

S 
1,664 

2.  LioenoM,        Bxdae,        uid 
Internal  Bevenne. 

26,497 

24,966 

1,531 

- 

3.  Fees  o(  Office,  ftc. 

1,369 

1,340 

29 

- 

Carried  forward 

64,460 

64,464 

1,560 

1,564 
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COLONIAL   BEPOBIS— AaVDAL. 
Customs  Revenue — cont. 


Head  of  BeTsnue. 

1900. 

1899. 

Increaae. 

Doen»w. 

Brought  foTvard 

64,460 

64,464 

£ 
1,660 

£ 
1,664 

4.  Pwt  Office 

1,089 

787 

302 

- 

6.  Sale     of     Commemoration 
Stamps. 

18 

76 

- 

58 

6.  TelephoDW 

1,150 

1,148 

1 

- 

7.  Bant   of  OoTeniment  Pro- 
perty. 

436 

428 

9 

- 

8.  Eefonl     of     Interest    aud 
Stnkiaii  Fnnds. 

960 

905 

_ 

15 

9.  Miscelluieoua  Receipts 

242 

100 

14-2 

- 

10.  Land  Sales 

1,329 

sn 

1,241 

- 

11.  Grant    in   uid  oF  Botanical 
Station. 

700 

712 

~ 

12 

Total        

70,363 

68,757 

3.255 

1,649 

3.  The  General  Expeuditure  of  1900  amounted  to  ^62,718, 
of  which  £932  was  in  respect  of  the  Botanic  Station;  and  tho 
Expenditure  for  the  last  five  years  waa  as  foUowa :  — 


68,649 
67,612 
69,369 
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4.  13ie  (xmiparuon  of  the  details  of  the  expe&ditare  of  1900 
with  that  of  1899,  giren  below,  shows  an  increase  nader  nearly 
ereiy  head,  the  total  mcrease  being  £3,359. 


Head  of  Expenditnre. 

1900. 

1899. 

^. 

Decreue. 

1.  Charge  on  Account  at  Poblic 

£ 
6,429 

£ 
6,430 

£ 

1 

1 

2.  PensionB        

1,600 

1,057 

443 

— 

3,  The  QoTemor  and  Legiala- 
tnre. 

2,135 

2,136 

- 

- 

4.  Colonial  Secretary 

1,897 

1,817 

80 

- 

6.  Treasury,     Custome,     Post 
OEBce,  Jic. 

6,763 

S,488 

276 

- 

493 

520 

- 

27 

5,367 

5,012 

366 

- 

8.  Police  and  Excise    Depart- 
ment. 

5,017 

4,711 

306 

- 

9.  Prisons          

1,083 

1,120 

- 

37 

7,444 

7,416 

29 

- 

6,268 

5,926 

342 

_ 

12.  Ecclesiastical 

486 

496 

_ 

10 

13.  Charitable     

511 

445 

66 

- 

1,245 

1,157 

88 

- 

3,864 

3,713 

151 

- 

16.  Public  Works  Department... 

792 

740 

62 

- 

8,323 

8,042 

281 

- 

3,169 

2,474 

696 

- 

61,786 

68,698 

3,163 

74 

932 

661 

271 

- 

Total        

62,718 

69,359 

3,434 

74 

6.  Fnder   Pflnuoiu,  the  increaBe  is    attributable  to  ;&300 
fraated  in  compassionate  allowances  to  widows  and  children  vE 
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deceasedi  ptiblio   officers   and  to   two  nenr  penfiionem ;    undier    Orehaoa 
Treaauryi  and   Post  Office,  to  heavy   payments  on  account  of        ^^'^■ 
postal  transit  clLarges;   onder  Ijeg^  BepartmentB,  to  the  ap-        ~~~ 
pointment  of  a  Registrar  with  increased  salary,  to  heavy  ex- 
penses for  Criminal   Sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  fw 
Escheats,  and  to  the  holding  of  a  Session  of  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeal;    under  Education,   to   increased  grant  in  aid   oj 
Primary  Education,  £6,004  b^ng  spent  ds  against  £4,653  in 
1899 ;   under  Miscellaneous,  to  a  grant  of  £160  to  the  School 
of  Tropical  Hedicinje;   and  under  Publite  "Works,  to  larger 
amount  of  works  executed. 

Ckakges  in  Taxation. 

6.  The  additional  import  duty,  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent, 
on  all  import  duties  paid,  which  had  been  imposed  since  1896 
to  aBsist  in  meeting  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  Colony,  was, 
in  accordance  with  the  promise  to  that  effect  given  by  the 
G-overnment  at  the  time  of  its  imposition,  abandoned  at  the 
end  of  1899,  as  the  accounts  of  that  year  closed  with  a  large 
surplus  of  asseta. 
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7.  After  writing  off  the  snm  of  £4,344,  being  irrecoverable 
tbe  sarplna  of  ooluual  aasets  at  Hie  end  ct  the  jeax  was  £1G,^3> 


CMh  in  Tnamrj  ObMt... 

Oaak  in  Colonial  Bank- 
On  Depwit  Accoant  ... 
On  Canant  Acoonnl  ... 


Snrploi  Fnnd  Account  

B«mittancea  in  Transit         

InTMtmeDtB— 

Sooth   Aaatnlia  Qovemment  4  per 

cent.     Inscribed    Stock   (nominal 

value  £3,804  I9s.  lid.). 
Victoria  3  per  oent.  Stock  (nominal 

TBln«  £2,094    9*.  lOdX 
GoTerament  of  British  Gniana 

Advance*  lepresenting  amonnte  dne  to 

the  Colony  or  ezpenditnn  not  yet 

brought  to  account — 
Loans    to    Parodiial    Boards    from 

Oeneral  Bev«nne. 
Distillery        Apparatos        Adranoe 

Account. 
Ooveroment  of  St.  Vincent 

Oovermnent  of  St.  Lncia      

Other  advaucee  

Arrean  of  Bevenne^ 

IntarcBt    on    Loans    to     Parochial 

Boards  Arrears  Aooount. 
pinWng  Funds  OH  Loans  to  Parochial 

Boara*  Arrean  Aooonnt 


1   •7,164 

9 

8 

7,684 

4 

9 

i 

2,000 

0 

0 

t5,000 

0 

0 

1     2,000 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

Totdi 


1,869  12  10 


34,886    4    9 


173.— The  nine  of  Stores  at  tlie  Publio  Works  Beparbnent  is 
estimated  at  £643  7*.  Id. 

■>  £4,600  Bavings  Bank  Funds,  £624  9i.  9d.  ginki^  Fund  St.  George's 
Town  Board,  and  £2,080  Colony's  Beeerve  Fnnd.  f  For  Oolony's  Beeerre 
Fund,    i  Savings  Bank  Foods. 
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LlABUJXIM.  OCKNAOi 

loans  and  loftn  cIiAigeB  due  from  certain  of  the  lawn  Boaids.       ^? 
as  shown  in  the  following  Btatement :  — 

.  UABILITIES. 

£        t.    d.'        £      t.    d. 
Crown  Agonb  for  (fa«  Coloaim —  | 

CarrenC  Acuount     1,823  11     5 

I    Depoeits  as  follows—  I 

Sopreme  Court  Ac^onnt 905  17    5  ; 


Public  Works         

QoTernor  in  Chiefs  Office  Fund .. 
St.  George's  Town  Fund 


St.  Psui'a  Water  Supply  Account 
'        Other  Deposits       ...        

823    4    2 

0    I    2 

"11,168  16    6 

830    1     2 

16,014  12    2 
624    9    8 

i    Sinking   Fund    St.  Geo^'s    Town 
Board  for  repayment  of  the  Loan 

Limited. 

i                        Total  LiabUitiw 

'    BnipluB  Assets 

1 
1 

18,462  18    5 
16,423  11    6 

U,8B6    4    9 

£11,000  ImeaM  (>»  ijmU). 
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Okhiada,        Of  UiiB  Borplufi,  £7,030  waa  set  aside  as  the  commencement 
^^fiSiu-     of  a  Eeserre  Pxind,  to  be  held  for  emei^encieb,  and  as  a  safe- 
*'~         guard  against  times  of  financial  depression,  whiclL  have  been 
in  the  past  of  periodic  occurrence. 

PuBiJc  Debt. 

8.  The  Public  Debt  at  the  cIotc  of  1900  was  £127,570,  of 
which  £123,670  was  4  per  cent.  Inscribed  Stock,  and  £3,900 
in  4^  per  cent.  Debentures,  £100  more  of  the  latter  having 
been  redeemed  during  the  year.  Provision  is  made  tot  re- 
demption of  the  debt  by  contributions  to  sinking  funds  at  the 
rate  of  1  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  nominal  value  of  the 
stock  issued,  and  of  1  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  totel  amount 
of  debentures  originally  issued,  the  general  revenue  and  assets 
of  the  Colony  being  finally  liable  for  due  repayment.  The 
Inscribed  Stock  Sinking  Fund  at  Slst  December  amounted  to 
£9,443,  and  that  for  Debentures  to  £30;  of  the  latter,  £300 
have  been  already  retired  by  annual  drawings. 

The  Colony  is  also  liable  for  the  repayment  by  the  St.  George's 
Town  Board,  in  March,  1903,  of  the  sum  of  £1,000,  being  a 
loan  raised  in  1879  for  construction  of  waterworks.  A  sinking 
fund  has  been  created  by  the  Board,  and  is  held  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  amounting  at  end  of  1900  to  £625. 
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aUHADA, 

1900. 

Town  Boards'  Oeht. 

10.  Tie  Town  Board»' 
aa  foUova:  — 

Debt  al  31sS  December,  191 

SI.  George'a  ... 

...     £7,481 

QienyiUe       ... 

1,300 

Santeuis 

1,100 

Victoria 

1,394 

Goayave 

3,304 

Hillsboioiigli 

600 

«16,179 

11.  At  tte  end  of  1899  these  debts  amounted  to  i27,159, 
but,  as  an  indirect  result  of  the  report  of  the  Parochial  Boards 
Commission  of  1896,  vhich  was  presented  on  I2th  January, 
1900,  the  Gbenville  Waterworks  Loan,  £11,933,  has  been  as- 
sumed by  the  Govemmettt,  and  another  small  balance  out- 
standing against  that  town  for  a  fire  engine  written  o£E. 
Similarly,  the  sum  of  £3,687,  due  from  the  Grenville  Water- 
works as  arrears  of  loan  charges,  together  with  £240  owed  by 
the  town  of  Gouyave  in  connection  with  their  market  place, 
and  £417,  advanced  to  Victoria  for  repair  of  jetty,  were 
abandoned  by  the  Government  at  the  end  of  1900  as  irre- 
coverable, 

12.  The  repayment  of  the  present  towns'  debt  is  provided 
for  either  by  sinking  fund  contributions  or  refund  by  instal- 
ments, with  the  exception  of  £200  owed  by  Grenville  to  the 
Colonial  Treasury  for  a  breakwater,  and  £150  advanced  to  the 
same  Board  from  the  same  source  to  assist  them  in  paying 
current  liabilities  in  1895.  Measures  are  being  taken  by 
Government  in  the  current  year  to  improve  the  administration 
and  finances  of  the  towns. 
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TEADE,  AGBICtTLTmiE,  AND  INDFSTBIES. 

Ihposts  and  Exports. 

13.  Tlie  Imports  for  ihe  year  1900  are  valued,  for  statiatical 
porpcaes,  at  f233,T90,  and  the  Exports  at  £311,681.  The 
correBpoudiDg  figures  for  t^e  four  preceding  yean  are :  — 


! 

Tew. 

1 

Importa. 

Exports. 

! 

I     1R96 

£ 
...  ,      164,406 

.     1 

183,883      ! 

:     1897 

... 

...  .      164,356 

!     154,439 

'     1898 

...  :     -210,783 

!     257,274      1 

1     1899 

...  1     226,828 
i 

267,7;i8 

In  respect  of  Imports,  therefore,  the  year  under  review  was 
but  slightly  in  excess  t>f  1899,  but  in  Exports  a  marked  increase 
is  shown,  due  to  the  satisfactory  output  in  1900  of  the  Colony's 
staples— cocoa  and  spices. 
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Manufactured  articles 
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15.  In  the  second,  the  volume  and  direction  of  the  trade  a 
be  observed  that  45  pet  cent,  of  the  imports  last  year  came  fro 
1896  was  43  ;  25  per  cent,  came  from  British  Colonies,  and  30  p 
in  1896  these  figures  were  28  per  cent,  and  29  per  cent  respect 
the  imports  from  British  Colonies  consists  of  American  foodstu 
import  trade  with  Great  Britain  may  thus  be  said  to  have  been 
of  exports  disclose  that  foreign  countries  are  now  competing  fo 
of  the  exports  of  1900  went  to  them,  as  compared  with  abuu 
Kingdom  being  83  per  cent,  in  1900  and  92  per  cent,  in  1896. 
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16.  The  nt^  table  traces  the  foreign  ^ade  to  tlie  countrieB- 
witb  which  it  is  carried  on,  and  here  the  strides  made  by  the 
United  States  ot  America  are  worthy  of  notice,  that  country 
claiming  96  per  cent,  of  the  imports  and  67  per  cent,  of  the  ex- 
ports from  and  to  foreign  countries  in  1900,  When,  in  connection 
with  tHe  imports,  the  remarks  in  the  preceding  paragraph  as 
to  the  true  nature  of  the  bulk  of  the  Colony's  trade  with 
British  Colonies  are  borne  in  mind,  the  actual  position  of  the 
imptHi;  trade  with  the  United  States  will  be  realised.  In  the 
past  this  trade  consisted  principally  of  foodstnSs  and  petroleum, 
but  there  is  ample  evidence  that  an  increasing  quantity  of 
manufactured  articles  is  now  finding  its  way  in,  displacing  the 
corresponding  class  of  British  manufactures.  This  tendency 
is  due  not  to  want  of  appreciation  locally  of  British  manu- 
factures, but  to  the  great  advantages  enjc^ed  fay  the  American 
importa  in  point  of  rapid  transit,  cheaper  freight,  and  lower 
chat^es  for  packing,  behind  which  also  lies  the  well  directed 
advertisement  continually  emplc^ed  by  the  American  exporter. 
The  firbt  two  are,  for  the  present  at  all  events,  beyond  the  power 
of  the  British  merchant  to  compete  with,  especially  as  the 
Colony  enjoys  the  advantage  of  direct  steam  service  three  times 
a  month  with  Sew  York,  but  greater  attention  on  his  part  to 
packing  and  advertisement  might  attract  a  large  share  of  West 
Indian  trade. 

17.  The  rapidly  increasing  consumption  by  the  United  States 
of  the  Colony's  staples  is  one  of  the  most  promising  guarantees 
of  the  future  prosperity  of  Grenada.  In  189G  the  cocoa  exported 
thither  waa  valued  at  £4,752,  and  the  apices  at  £1,276 ;  in  1900 
these  values  had  advanced  to  £22,376  for  cocoa,  and  £9,297  for 
spices.  It  is  known  that  the  consumption  of  cocoa  in  the 
United  States  has  in  the  last  five  years  about  doubled,  and 
when  the  enormous  popidation  of  the  States  realise  the  merits 
of  chocolate  as  a  sustaining  beverage,  as  there  is  good  reason 
to  hope  they  are  beginning  to  do,  an  immense  market  for  the 
cocoa-producing  Colonies  of  the  West  Indies  will  be  opened  up. 
Similar  remarks  apply  to  British  North  America,  as  yet  un- 
exploited  in  this  respect. 

18.  As  has  been  remarked  in  previous  reports,  the  statistics 
of  the  cocoa  export  to  France  are  not  quite  reliable.  A  certain 
quautiV  of  the  Colony's  cocoa  is  shipped  to  Havre,  "optional " 
for  London,  and  the  Customs  authorities  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  how  much,  if  a^y,  actually  finds  its  way  into- 
France. 
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'  OHmiAnA,        19.  The  fonrtilL  table  exiiibits  the  ehief  artiolu  imported  in 
1900.        1900,  and  eompans  their   value*   with    those  in  1899;     the 
TariatioDs  are  nnimportukt,  and  reqnire  no  conuneat. 


Ohief  ArtiolM  Imported. 


OlasbI. — 

Live  uunuUa  .»        ...        ,..        ...        ... 

BiMdofaUkinda     

Butter ). 

CbMM 

Fish  (dried  or  preeerved,  iaclnding  Mlmon  tnd 

nuuwerel) 
Flour  (whMten)       

Lwd 

Mmlt  liquor 

Meal  (oorn) 

Heftt  (nlted  or  preeerred) 

Medidnal  extrsota,  and  preparationa        

HoUmm         

OaU     

Oil  (oUve  andotben  for  oooking) 

Oleomargiariiie,  Ac. 

SpiiitB 

Sngnr  (nOoad)         

Do.  (Unsoondo) 

Winea 

Tobaooo,  dgara,  and  dgarettea       

Coal ... 

LMther  


2,258 

2,451 

1,9»6 

1,946 

1,987 

1,602 

1,148 

977 

13,721 

11,781 

2&,187 

28,600 

1,839 

1,842 

1,829 

2,311 

1,043 

1,214 

9Ji40 

9,664 

1,804 

2,218 

3,142 

1^177 

2,767 

2,839 

2,706 

2,916 

8,477 

3,133 

8,974 

4,949 

4,477 

6,846 

3,418 

4,644 

6,860 

6,074 

2,299 

2,229 

2,646 

3,001 

398 

1,392 

1,148 

1,617 
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Fourth  roifo— COUt. 


Ohief  ArtidM  Imported. 

Value. 

1899. 

1900. 

Class  II.-pco«(. 

£    • 

£ 

ManuTM         

1,817 

1.994 

Petroleum  oU 

2,878 

3,423 

Timber  and  shingles ...  .     

11,132 

12,681 

Class  III.— 

6,920 

6,708 

Textilai  (unenumerated)     

46,484 

47,733 

Bope  aod  cordage     

i,306. 

1,4.W 

Metal  msBufactu  res 

15,290 

16,337 

Books 

1,201 

H'jl 

Soap 

3,301 

3,587 

Stationery      

1,017 

1,233 

CemeDt           

1,191 

1,554 

'    EUrtbea  and  glawwaiB        

3,4)1 

3,5711 

Furniture       

1,838 

1,235' 

'   Leather  (manufactured) — 

Boots  and  shoea    

*,G74 

6,266 

Other          

1,594 

1.2-19 

20.  In  the  fiftli  table  are  shown  the  values  of  the  principal 
articles  of  local  produce  exported  in  the  five  years  1896-1900, 
and  here  the  satisfactory  results  of  the  last  year  again  appear, 
an  increase  being  shoom  under  moat  items.  '  Coffee  and  logwood 
eeeih  to  be  disappearing  from  the  exports,  while  kola  nuts  show 
an  unexplained  rise,  which  it  is  hoped  may  continue,  as  th© 
Colony  is  capable  of  doing  much  in  this  direction.  The  statistics 
of  Fruit  are  not  reliable,  ae  under  existing  arrangements  a 
1084T  B  8 
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•Ommada*    RooBiderable  proportion  of  this  export  does  not  fiod  its  way  into 
1900.       the  Tetanu. 


Produce  Exportad. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

!8fi9. 

1900. 

Coco*          

£ 
169,619 

132,642 

£ 
227,655 

234,611 

£ 
269,931 

8pio«          

12,424 

13,503 

22,107 

21,761 

30,163 

Cotton  and  cotton  Boed     ... 

4,474 

2,720 

3,134 

2,641 

4,622 

Uve  stock 

1,304 

1,230 

1,211 

1,088 

1,133 

firewood      

638 

606 

476 

513 

560 

Fruit ;. 

880 

640 

427 

672 

401 

Poultry         

236 

226 

166 

497 

283 

TnrUa  ud  tortle  aheU      ... 

291 

270 

406 

337 

207 

KoUnnta     

180 

88 

43 

96 

203 

Coflae           

217 

283 

59 

13 

& 

''^**^      

372 

302 

64 

26 

39 

MINES,   MANUFACTUEES,    AND    FISHEBIE8. 

31.  There  are  no  mines,  and  the  tmly  mannfactures  are  those 
«f  mnsooTado  sugar  (most^  of  low  grade)  and  of  mm,  for  local 
tionsnmption.  No  rec3rd  of  the  sugar  made  is  available,  but 
the  quanti^  of  rum  made  in  each  of  the  laat  fire  yean  is 
givea  below,  and,  for  convenience  of  reference,  the  amount  of 
^oise  du^  collected  thereon  is  also  shown: — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

BxciM  Duty. 

1896      

Galloif. 
62,896 

11,188 

1897      

67,406 

11,448 

1898      

32,662 

12,478 

1899      

48,477 

10,605 

1900      

47,942 

11,327 
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It  henoe  appean  tliat  the  mitpnt  last  year  vas  535  golIoiLB  Obihada, 
leu  than  in  1899,  and  that  the  mannfacture  generally  has  not  ^^00- 
yet  recovered  the  position  it  had  reached  in  1897,  the  record 
year.  It  is  ako  seen  that  the  dnty  collected  in  any  year  appears 
to  d^wnd  npoQ  the  quantity  distilled  in  the  preceding  year. 
None  of  this  mm  is.  exported.  There  were  16  distilleries  at 
Tork  during  the  year. 

22.  There  are  no  fiaheriea,  properly  to  called.  Fish  abonnds 
on  the  coasts,  and  considerable  quantities  are  canght  daily  for 
local  consumption.  During  the  whaling  season  —  Janouy- 
Maroh — einne  attempt  is  made  by  fishermen  on  the  soath-vestem  ' 
coast  to  capture  whales,  but  the  efforts  made  are  half-hearted 
and  fre^inently  fail.  In  1900  two  whales  were  killed,  and 
1,381  gallons  of  whale  oil  are  shown  as  having  been  exported. 


AGEICULT17BAL  INDUSTRIES. 

23.  The  crop  of  the  staple  produce  of  the  Colony  for  the  year 
ended  30th  September,  1900,  was  as  follows :  — 


Crop. 

Prodooe. 

Cocoa 

53,388  bago. 
3,428  barrels. 

Spi««         

1,224  half  barrel*. 
931caae(. 
49  bags. 

Coffee 

mbagB. 

Cotton '       995  bales. 

Cottonseed i    6,816  bags. 

The  cocoa  crop  was  a  good  one,  being  1,247  bags  in  excess 
of  that  for  the  preceding  year,  bat  it  fdl  short  by  2,277  bags 
of  the  record  crop,  that  of  1894.  It  is  a  matter  for  surprise 
that  with  the  great  extension  of  cocoa  cultivation  in  Grenada 
the  output  should  only  have  doubled  itself  in  the  last  twenty 
.yean.  Much  is  perhi^»  attributable  to  the  old  trees  not 
yielding  so  vigorously,  but  the  chief  cause  is  undoubtedly  that 
a    very  large  area  of  the   cultivation   is   in  the    hands  of 
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pcrisant  proprietors  who  contump  to  follow  crude  method  both 
of  caltiTation  and  curing.  An  Affricultoral  Instroctor  is  about 
to  be  appointed'  by  the  Government  in  the  hope  of  improving 
this  defect,  sod  the  efforts  being  made  in  the  direction  of  agri- 
cnltoral  edncatioa  in  t^e  primary  schools  will  doabtleas  also  be 
of  aMistance  to  this  end. 

Prices  were  favottrable  during  the  year,  the  London  matket 
opening  with  cocoa  at  64*.  to  70*.,  and  closing  at  70*.  to  733.  6(2. 

24.  On  account  of  the  variety  of  packages  used  for  export 
it  iB  difBcnlt  to  compare  the  ero^$  of  spices,  bo  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  refer  to  the  recorded  exportB,  and  these  disclose  the 
following  restilts:  — 

Average  for  five  years  ended  1897     2,533  cwt. 


1899  ...         5,005     „ 

1900  6,687    „ 

There  is,  therefore,  a  steady  increase  in  the  ontpnt  of  spices, 
which  are  chiefly  nutmegs,  5,887  cwt.  of  the  total  ezpOTt  in 
1900  being  of  that  descrifFtion. 

The  cultivation  of  this  tree  is  inincipally  in  the  hands  of 
large  proprietors,  and  mnch  care  and  attention  are  bestowed 
npon  it 

35.  lie  coffee  reaped  is  now  consumed  locally,  as  prices  are 
so  low  that  it  no  hmger  pays  to  export  it,  and  daring  1900 
only  1  cwt.  found  its  way  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

26.  The  crop  of  cotton  and  cotton  seed,  which  is  the  product 
of  Camaoou,  a  dependency  of  Grenada,  was  good,  2,628  owL 
of  cotton  and  5,334  cwt.  of  seed,  valued  at  £4.622,  being  exported, 
as  compared  with  1,768  cwt.  of  cotton  and  4,114  cwt.  of  seed, 
valued  at  £2,641,  in  the  inreceding  year. 

Pbasaht  Pkopbjbtabt. 

27.  As  connected  with  the  agricultural  development  dl  the 
Colony,  and  lying  at  the  root  of  its  material  prosperi^,  some 
scco'aDt  m^y  here  be  included  of  the  position  of  the  peasant 
proprietary  of  Grmada.  It  has .  been  erroneously  stated  in 
certain  quarters  that  this  valuable  body  is  cm  the  decrease,  tlieir 
pn)p«4y  being  gradually  absorbed  by  the  laige  estates.  Tliat 
this  is  not  the  case  it  conclubiTely  shown  1^  the  following  ctHn- 
paistive  statement  for  the  last  sevm  years,  from  which  it  will 
be  aeen  that  the  total  number  of  land  proprietorB  whose  holdings 
do  not  exceed  ten  acres  has  steadily  increased  from  6,130  in 
1894  to  8,176  in  1900.  Further,  it  will  be  observed  that  of  this 
latter  total  no  less  than  79  per  cent,  were  holdings  of  not  more 
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1 9}  >«■■,  aad  ihat  tfae  i^uof  gnnrth  in  ike  Mven  svwa  1^   Q«uui^t. 
1  (^tkudaMi—  ^V»: 


T«. 

and 
«i>d«r. 

Of«r2i 
acres  to 
SaCTM. 

'  OrerS 
Mxeato 
7  acre*. 

Otrer? 
acTMto 
lOacrea.. 

Total. 

1804      

4,476 

1,171 

376 

198 

6,120 

1895      

4,912 

1,074 

275 

201 

6,462 

IW6      .„        „. 

6,077 

M" 

260 

209 

6,667    . 

1897      ...        ... 

5,078 

1,102 

262 

202 

«;644 

1898      

6,046 

1,192 

279 

198 

7,715 

1899      

6,198 

1,193 

308 

213 

7,912 

1900      

6,453 

1-,SW« 

'      295 

222 

8,176 

28.  There  con,  therefore,  be  no  doubt  of  the  esiatencfi  in  a 
healthy  condition  of  this  impariant  body.  The  problem  of  the 
fatnre  is  how  beat  to  educate  them,  a^cultuiully,  to  the  level 
of  Uieir  poissibilities,  bo  as  to  ma^e  them  of  the  most  efEeotive 
nee  to  themselTes  and  to  their  countiy.  With  a  view  to  the 
future,  too  much  atresB  oannot  be  laid  upon  the  importance  of 
agricultural  inBtmction  in  the  primary  schoolB;  but  in  tiie 
preeent  much  can  be  done,  if  the  right  man  can  be  found 
for  the  worii,  by  advice  and  practical  demonBtrations  from  a 
competent  instructor,  visiting  the  peasants'  holdings,  and  com- 
municating with  them  sympathetically.  The  Grenada  labourer 
will  not  as  I  a  rule  go  out  of  his  way  to  look  at  object  lessons 
in  agriculture,  but  gives  a  willing  ear  to  advice  brought  home 
to  him  in  regard  to  his  own  ^operty. 


!  Botamh;  Station. 

29.^  The  Botenic  Station  has,  since  the  1st  of  October,  1898, 
been  under  the  charge  of  the  Imperial  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, and  is  supported  by  Imperial  funds,  although  expendi- 
ture on  improvements  still  takes  place  from  Colonial  funds. 
The  fnllowing  extracts  are  made  from  a  brief  review  by 
Dr.  Mortis  of  the  Curator's  annual  report  for  1900 :  — 


'  "It  IB  observed  that  the  cost  of  upkeep  of.  the  garden  durivg- 
**  1900  wee  £811  Oi.  6d.,  an  inorease  fiver  the  expenditure  tv 
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"  lSd9  of  £160  111.  9d.,  while  tlie  receipts  for  the  aale  of  plants 
"were  MO  9t.  Id.,  or  £33  Gi.  lid.  leu  than  those  of  the 
"  previouR  year." 

"  An  interestinff  feature  in  connection  with  the  woA  of  the 
"  Botanic  Station  during  1900  was  the  establishment  of  seren 
**  Rtperimental  cacao  plote  in  Tarioos  parte  of  the  island  under 
"  the  control  of  the  Curator  and  other  offioen  of  the  Imperial 
"  Departaient  of  Agrioaltnre." 

"  The  report  is  on  the  whole  of  a  favourable  chuwster,  and 
"  indicates  an  evident  desire  on  the  pari  of  the  Curator  to 
"  oonabientiously  carry  out  the  dutiee  entrusted  to  him." 


SmPPTNG. 


30.  The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  tot^ 
shipping,  inwards  and  outwards,  for  the  last  five  years,  according 
to  the  Blue  Book  returns.  From  these  ^fures  it  wonld  seem 
that,  as  regards  shipping  mtered,  the  year  1900  was  np  to  the 
average,  while,  as  regains  shipinng  cleared,  it  was  much  below 
Hie  average: — 


Entered. 


221,396 
230,178 
216,102 


Cletted. 


224,333 
228,639 
218,006 
231,611 
216,110 


222,798 


31.  Detulfl  of  the  8hiiq>tng  for  tlie  last  two  yean,  according 
4o  the  retums,  are  contained  in  the  Bubjomed  statement,  whi(£ 
«lso  shows  the  nationali^  of  the  vessels.  The  chief  point  of 
interest  in  this  table  is  the  disappearance  of  the  steam  tcmnage 
«nder  the  American  and  Norwegian  flags,  dne  to  the  sale  of 
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LEGISLATION. 

33.  Seventeen  Ordiiiaiice§  vere  enacted  dnring  tiie  year,  of 
which  the  moot  important  measures  were :  — 

The  Tenants  Compensatioa  Ordinance,  to  enable  occupiers  of 
land  to  obtain  compensation  for  improvements  made  by  th^n 
on  the  land  occupied. 

The  Tolunteer  Ordinance,  making  it  lawful  for  the  Governor, 
on  behalf  of  the  Sovereign,  to  accept  the  services  of  any  persons 
desiring  to  be  formed  into  a  Volunteer  Corps  and  offering  their 
services  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  [H-oviding  for  the  dufc 
regulation  and  discipline  of  the  body  so  formed. 

The  Marriage  Ordinance,  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  local 
laws  relating  to  marriage,  and  to  provide  for  t^e  appointment 
of  marriage  officers  and  proper  registration. 

The  Agricultural  Interests  Protection  Ordinance,  to  prevent 
the  introduction  and  to  provide  for  ihe  eradication  of  diseases 
affectii^  vegetation. 

The  Karriage  Ordinance  has  not  yet  been  brought  into  opera- 
tion, as  it  was  found  necessary  to  amend  certain  of  its  provisions 
before  it  could  be  enforced. 


EDUCATION. 
FsncAST. 

33.  There, are  two  classes  of  primary  schools — Goverument,. 
entirely  supported  from  colonial  revenue,  and  Grant-in-Aid, 
receiving  contributions  from  public  fund?.  The  system  in  force 
is  one  of  payment  by  results,  grants  being  paid  to  teachers  from 
the  Colonial  Treasury  monthly  upon  the  certificates  of  the  school 
managers  (who  are  usually  the  clergy  of  the  several  religious 
denominations),  baaed  upon  the  educational  results  of  the  schools 
as  shown  by  an  annual  examination  by  the  Inspector,  who  is 
a  Government  officer.  Managers  are  also  paid  a  grant  at  the 
rate  of  Is.  per  annum  for  each  pupil  who  attends  school  on  not 
leHs  than  100  days  in  the  year,  tiiis  grant  bein|>  intended  to 
assist  them  in  supplying  school  furniture  and  apparatus.  They 
are  further  allowed  to  receive  the  whole  of  the  school  fees  paid 
by  the  pupils,  which  are,  however,  but  iudifferently  collected, 
liie^ administration  of  the  system  is  under  the  control  of  a  Board, 
compo^d  of  equal  numbers  of  Roman  Catholic  and  noa-Boman 
Catholic  members,  the  Governor  presiding,  but  allowed  only  a 
casting;  vote. 

34.  The  chief  statistics  relating  to  primary  education  in  the 
Colony,  are  summarised  for  the  last  two  years  in  the  following 
table.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  Government  contributions- 
are  on  the  increase,  that  there  are  no  voluntary  contributions, 
so  that  the  title  of  "  Grant-in-Aid "  Schools  appears  to  be  a 
misnomer,  and  that  schoql  fees  have  decreased  from  £505  in. 
1899  to  f  397  in  1900. 
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36.  There  are  no  induBtrial,  technical,  or  agricultnral  Bchools  oiiMADi, 
at  present,  bat  the  question  of  agricultural  education  ie  not  1900. 
Iwing  lost  sight  of,  and  it  is  hoped  that  before  long  the  cur-  ~~~ 
riculum  of  the  primar;  schools  will  include  at  all  events  elemen- 
iarj  iuBtraotion  in  this  eul^ect.  In  the  meanwhile,  as  the  first 
step  t»  that  end,  two  connes  of  lectures  were  given  to  primai; 
school  teachers  in  1900  by  the  Imperial  Department  of  Agri- 
-oultnie,  with  the  cordial  co-iq>eration  of  the  Govemment  and 
all  concerned.  The  lectures  were  well  attended,  and  the  sub- 
sequent examinations  held  showed  that  they  had  been  succeasfol 
in  their  object.  The  lectores  were  accompanied  by  pmctical 
demonstrations  given  to  the  teachers  at  Uie  Botanic  Station. 
A  law  has  been  passed  in  the  corrent  year  making  it  one  of 
iiie  conditions  of  future  grants  to  primary  schools  that  provision 
18  made  to  the  satiflfaction  of  the  Board  of  Educati<Hi  for 
Instmotion  in  Agriculture,  and  a  Committee  has  been  appointed 
"to  prepare  regulations. 


GOVEEKMENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

Colony  Hospital. 

37.  The  number  <rf  patients  treated  during  the  year  was  850, 
-of  whom  512  were  discharged  oured,  193  relieved  or  not  im- 

Iffoved,  65  died,  and  80  remained  in  hospital  at  the  end  of 
'the  year ;  the  daily  average  wa«  83,  and  the  daily  coat  per  head 
a  little  more  than  a  shilling.  Tii6  general  health  of  the  in- 
stitution was  good,  with  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  of 
influenEa  while  it  was  epidemic  in  the  island.  He  amount 
received  from  patients  paying  fees  for  their  treatm^it  was  £168, 
the  number  tA  such  cases  b^ng  100.  The  erection  of  a  new 
■operating  room  and  of  an  administratioa  building,  to  contain 
■<^ce,  dispensary,  Ac,  was  ctHnmenoed. 

Yaws  Hosfiui. 

38.  One  hundred  and  eighty-three  patients  were  treated  in  the 
_year,  being  aa  increase  of  47  aa  tlie  previoos  year.    105  persons 

were  discharged  cured,  six  relieved,  uid  two  died  fmn  nei^mtis, 
"00  being  carried  over  to  1901  for  treatmmt;  the  daily  average 
was  63,  and  the  daily  cost  per  head  about  sixpence.  The  treat- 
ment of  the  disease  by  thyroid  has  been  abandoned,  having  been 
:found  to  give  no  good  results,  and  the  usual  treatment  by  a 
preparation  of  arsenic  and  iodide  <^  mercury  has  been  resumed. 
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Cabkiaood  Distbict  Hospttai.. 

,  39.  This  hospital  appears  to  have  dona  but  little  service  during 
the  year,  and  veiy  little  care  aeeme  to  have  been  bestowed  uptm, 
it  I^  those  concerned.  Only  67  cases  were  dealt  with,  of  which 
27  were  discharged  as  cured,  21  relieved,  2  died,  and  17  remained 
on;  the  daily  average  was  7." 

St.  Andeew's  DrsTBJCT  Hospttai,. 

40.  At  this  institution  147  patients  were  treated  during  the 
year,  of  whom  108  were  discharged  as  cured,  24  aa  relieved, 
6  died,  and  10  remained  on  to  the  next  year;  the  daily  average 
was  10,  and  the  gross  cost  £551,  against  which  should  be  set 
the  dispensary  receipts,  amounting  to  £278. 

Lunatic  Asylum. 

41.  One  hundred  and  twenty-four  patients  were  in  the  insti- 
tution on  1st  January,  190U,  and  2G  were  admitted  during  the 
year;  18  being  from  Grenada,  7  from  S(.  Viuceut,  and  1  from 
St.  Lucia,  four  of  whom  were  patients  who  had  already  been 
under  treatment.  Ten  patients  were  discharged,  8  as  cured,  and 
2  transferred  to  the  new  Asylum  in  Trinidad,  being  the  casea 
frem  Tobago  remaining  in  the  Grenada  Asylum  since  the  time 
that  Tobago  was  attached  to  the  Government  of  the  "Windward 
Islands.  17  deaths  occurred,  7  being' due  to  diarrhoea,  lie 
daily  average  was  12B,  being  six  in  excess  of  the  proper  accom- 
modation of  the  buildings,  and  the  daily  cost  per  head  about  S^d. 
The  sanitary  condition  was  satisfactory,  and  a  structural  im- 
provement was  effected  by  placing  the  latrines  in  annexes  to 
the  buildings,  instead  of,  as  formerly,  in  the  wards.  Influenza 
was  prevalent  in  April. 

FooE  AsixcM. 

42.  There  were  43  inmates  on  1st  January,  1900,  19  were 
admitted  during  the  year,  18  deaths  occurred,  and  7  left  of 
their  own  free  will ;  one  male  was  ctaomitted  to  prison  for  a 
violent  assault  on  a  fellow  inmate,  and  one  female  transferred 
to  the  Lunatic  Asylum.  The  daily  average  was  38,  and  the 
daily  cost  per  head  about  6d.  The  male  ward  of  this  asylum 
for  incurables  is  always  full,  while  there  are  invariably  many 
vacancies  in  the  female'ward. 


Savings  Bank. 

43,  The  work  of  the  bank  in  the  last  five  years  is  set  forth 
in  the  following  statement,  which  is  a  record  of  steady  progress. 
Of  the  balance  at  credit  of  depositors  on  the  31st  December, 
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^900,  £11,000  WM  eiaeT  iHTested  in  randry  ColoHisl  Ghyvern-   <>»«**'*/ 
ment  Becrtrities  or  on  depont  at  3  per  cent,  interest  irith  tht       "*'■ 
■Colonial  Bank : — 


VI.       M  \  Amonnt  nf  '  Bnknce  at 

^J^^^  I     Depodw  Amount  owditof 

T»!L    !1  interest       Withdrawals.!      at  Slat 

"***™^^-  1  cpitftUsed). ,  [   Dtajiobar. 


1896 

1 

896 

£ 

5,m 

£ 
5,062 

£ 
6,390 

1897 

..  i          968 

C,498 

5,618 

7,»70 

1898 

..  ,        1,053 

7,803 

6,722 

8,451 

1899 

..  ■       1,216 

9,474 

7,000 

10,9» 

1900 

..  ;       1,387 

9,879 

9,138 

U,l<8 

JT7DIGTAL  STATISTICS. 

44.  The  Police  Force  oisapriseB  a  chief  and  sergeajit-major 
-of  Kuropean  birth  and  military  training  and  63  We§t  Indian 
non-commiBsioiied  officers  and  privates;  it  is  maintained  on  a 
semi-military  footing,  and  is  armed  with  Martini-flenry  riflM, 
a  r^nlar  annual  course  of  musketry  being  enforced.  It  is  also 
(with  the  assisttmce  of  a  Superintendent  of  Excise)  charged 
with  the  BuperviBion  and  control  of  the  distillation-  of  nun-aa^ 
the  collection  of  the  excise  duty  thereon,  and  in  tlie  principal 
"town  the  detachment  on  duty  is  ivsponBible  for  fire  brigade 
duty.     The  conduct  and  discipline  of  the  Force  in  1900  were 

.^000. 

Fbiboits. 

46.  Only  189  persons  were  committed  b>  prison  in  1900,  167 
being  conTicted  prisoners,  2  debtcns,  and  30  for  safe  onktody, 
&c. ;  of  these  6  were  convicts  from  the  St.  Yinoent  prison,  traiu- 
ferred  here  for  imiHisonment  in  sooordaiioe  vith  an  arrange- 
ment arrived  at  between  the  Coltmies.  Tlte  daily  average  in 
prisfm  was  41,  that  is  to  say,  less  than  half  of  the  highest  daily 
-average  yet  reached,  which  Was  in'1894.  The  cost  of  the  prisons 
was  £1,089,  and  the  value  of  the  work  done  Ir^  prisoners  (which 
includes  such  work  as  baking  all  the  bread  and  preparing  the 
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ooooa  ofouamed  at  the  public  inititutions,  and  making  the- 
ololluimr,  bedding,  and  mattresBes  tberefor)  was  estiinated  to- 
be  £1,179.  Ghwd  discipline  was  maintained  daring  tlie  Tear,, 
and  the  mark  Bystem  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 


Cbdcinai,  Statistics. 

46.  The  following  table  compares  the  statistics  of  crime  in 
1900  with  thoee  of  the  four  previous  years,  and  shows  that  the 
general  improvement  which  has  been  remarked  of  late  years 
continued.  Out  of  1,804  persons  brought  before  the  Magistrates, 
convictions  were  obtained,  either  summarily  or  before  the 
Supreme  Court,  against  986 ;  but,  as  showing  the  usually  mild 
character  of  the  offences  committed  it  should  be  noted  that 
only  167  of  these  986  persons  were  sent  to  prison.  The  only 
offence  which  shows  signs  of  increase,  and  it  is  at  a  moderate- 
rate,  is  pnedial  larceny,  for  which  71  convictions  were  obtained 
against  61  in  the  previous  year,  and  51,  the  average  for  the 
three  years  1896-8 ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  this  increase 
has  taken  place  in  the  face  of  a  law  permitting  flogging  for  the- 
ofFence,  a  remedy  which  was  applied  by  one  Magistrate  in  no 
less  than  17  cases  in  1900,  Another  fact  of  importance  con- 
nected with  this  offence  is  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  brought 
before  the  Magistrates  a  conviction  seems  to  follow,  the  116 
cases  so  brought  in  1900  resulting  as  under :  — 

71  convictions. 

34  dismissed  on  merite. 

21  discharged  "  for  want  of  prosecution." 


— 

Average 

1896-1898. 

1899. 

19011. 

PeraoDs  brought  before  the  Magistrate... 

2,384 

2,148 

1,804 

(JonvictioDB           

A.cqnitt«ls ,... 

Diachu^ed 

Committed  for  trial  iu  Supreme  Court... 

1,166 
389 

784 
46 

1,107 
338 

657 
46 

962 
33« 
464 
40 

Total     

2,384 

2,148 

1,804 
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Statistict  of  Crime — cont. 


— 

Avenge 
1996-1W8. 

1899. 

1900. 

Namberof  ptmooA  broaght  befote  th« 
Coort. 

47 

40 

46 

ConTictionB          

SO 

17 

24 

Acquittals :        

13 

15 

17 

NotproMOoM     

4 

8 

5 

Total      

47 

40 

46 

Nature  of  offences  for  which  oonvictiouB 
were  obtained  :— 

Offences  ag>ia<t  the  person       

336 

297 

288 

Pisediil  larceny 

51 

61 

71 

Other  offeDoes  ftgainst  property 

225 

134 

122 

Other  offenoej      

5S6 

6S2 

50& 

Total      

1,198 

1,124 

9RG 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 
PoruUkiioN. 

47.  Accordinir  to  the  registration  records,  tte  estimated 
population  at  Slst  December,  1900,  based  .upon  the  natural 
incieese  only,  was  65,523 ;  and  carrying  the  estimate  forward 
to  the  7th  April,  1901,  when  the  census  was  taken,  it  was  at 
&at  date  66,013.  According  to  the  censos,  however,  the 
population  was,  on  7th  April,  1901,  only  63,458,  or  2,575  less 
than  this  estimate.  It  is  difficult  to  reconcile  these  divergent 
resultB,  but  they  are  attributed  by  the  compiler  of  the  census 
to  emigration  from  tihe  Oolooy. 

48.  The  regislxation  retomB  show  a  natural  increase  in  1900 
of  1,425,  the  avenge  for  the  preceding  tan  years  being  1,237. 
The  birUi-rste  per  thousand  -of  the  mean  estimated  population 
was  40-98,  the  death-rate  19,  and  the  marriage  rate  6'31. 

10^47  C 
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Pttblic  Health. 

49.  With  the  exception  of  a  eeveie  epidemic  of  influenza  in 
March-M^  the  pnblio  health  was  good  in  1900.  The  chief 
canseB  oi  deaths  in  thai  and  the  preceding  year  were  at 
foUoira:— 


Cnnse  of  Death. 


DiairfaoBa  lutd  djteatery  . 

Phthima       

Enteritis      

Bmnchitis 


Diarrhoea  and  dysentery  thus  take  precedence  of  all  other 
caoses  of  death.  While  impure  water  most  be  in  many  villagee 
a  prominent  factor  in  developing  these  diseases,  it  is  note- 
wOTthy  that  in  St.  David's  parish,  where  the  water  supply  is 
adversely  commented  upon  by  the  District  Medical  Officer,  only 
15  deaths  took  place  in  1899  oat  of  182,  and  in  1900  only  five 
oat  of  140.  In  Carriacou,  where  the  water  snpply  is  boUi  bad 
and  scanty,  there  were  bat  six  deaths  in  1899  and  three  in 
1900  from  diarrhoea,  none  frcnn  dysentery  being  recorded. 


Sahitatioh. 

60.  Tba  administration  of  details  of  sanitation  is  entrusted  to 
a  General  Board  ot  Health,  with  the  several  Town  and  Road 
Boards  as  local  health  authorities  subordinate  to  it.  In  the 
towns  stxaC  little  attention  is  paid  to  sanitatitm,  although 
nothing  like  what  the  conditions  demand,  but  in  the  rural 
district,  natural  conditions  appear  to  be  relied  upon  as  the  sole 
remedial  agents.  In  other  words,  neither  in  town  nor  in  country 
do  the  local  health  authorities  do  their  duty  properly,  and  as  the 
Central  Board  of  Health  has  only  had  five  meetings  since  its 
framation  in  1895,  its  controlling  influence  is  practically  absent. 
The  islands  are  fortun^wiy  nealthy,  their  ooi^guration  favour- 
ing good  drainage,  and  the  prevalent  sea  breeze  is  of  itself  a 
powerful  sanitary  agent 
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Cldcatb.  ( 

51.  Tlte  rainfall  differs  at  the  several  stations  in  consequence 
>«(  the  shape  of  t^e  island  tendii^;  to  a  mountainons  centre, 
rso  that  three  points  are  selected  in  illustraliMi  of  the  records 
■   in  1900:  — 

Sonth  of  island 63' 46  inches. 

Centre        „        167-33      „ 

North         „        74-70      „ 

At  Carriacon,  an  island  in  the  extreme  north  of  the  Colony, 
the  record  is  imperfect  for  1900,  Wt  54*  inches  were  registered 
in  11  months,  so  that  about  60  inches  may  be  estimated  as  the 
probable  rainfall  there  for  the  year. 

62.  In  connection  with  the  epidemic  of  inflnenza  above  re- 
ferred to,  attention  may  be  directed  to  the  facts  that  between 
15tli  March  and  15tli  May,  the  approximate  period  of  its  dura- 
tion, only  4-36  incheS'of  rain  fell  in  the  south  of  Q-renada;  and 
that  on  May  17th  the  first  rains  for  the  season  fell,  180  inches 
b^ng  recorded  in  the  south  that  day,  the  rainfall  at  that 
station  between  16th  and  31st  May  being  611  inches,  as  com- 
pared with  35  parts  only  in  the  corresponding  fortnight  of 
1899. 

63.  The  mean  temperature  was  79"6°,  the  maximum,  91'5°, 
being  on  ith  October,  and  the  minimum,  66°,  on  27th  June. 
The  north-e&eterly  trade  is  the  prevailing  wind,  but  in  1900 
there  was  an  unusual  amount  of  south-easterly  wind,  which  set 
in  abont  May  and  attained  its  maximum  in  September. 


POSTAL    AND   TELEPHONE    SERVICES. 

54.  The  work  of  the  Post  Office  has  noticeably  increased  in 
the  five  years  1896-1900.  In  the  latter  year  there  were  88,999 
more  letters  and  postcards  and  686  more  parcels  dealt  with  than 

.in  1896,  and  J^,726  more  money  orders  were  issued.  The 
revenue  of  the  office  in  1900  was,  however,  £1,107,  as  compared 
with  £1,842  in  1896,  the  decrease  being  apparently  due  to  the 
introduction  of  penny  postage. 

55.  The  revenue  of  the  Telephone  Department  was  £1,150, 
and  its  expenditure  (including  loan  charges)  £1,245.  It  had 
been  contemplated  to  m^e  during  the  year  many  changes  in 
-the  working  of  the  department,  which  hod  outgrown  its  original 

outfit,  and  as  the  trunk  lines  and  exchangee  had  been  working 
for  ten  years,  reconstruction  was  in  many  places  requisite.  The 
temporary  removal  of  the  manager  to  St.  Vincent  on  special  duty 
prevented  anything  being  done,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year 

-complaints  were  so  numerous  and  inaistent  that  the  services  of 
a  special  inspector  were  obtained  by  the  Government  for  a 
report  on  the  system.  No  tangible  results,  however,  followed 
this  report,  and  in  ike  current  year  the  necessary  improvement* 

-are  being  effected. 
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MILITAET    FOECES    AND    EXPENDITURE. 

66.  theire  is  no  militaiy  force  in  the  Goloay.  The  police  are- 
dtfNMl  Mid  traitted  to  tlie  me  'of  arms,  and  titere  is  a  law  on  Huo- 
'stetote  'hbok  enablii^  the  formation  of  a  Tolnnteer  oorpa,  but 
no  such  body  baa  jet  been  formed. 


GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

57.  The  progress  of  the  war  in  Soufh  Africa  deeply  stirred 
the  loyal  sentiments  of  the  col<mists,  and  the  several  Buccesses 
of  the  British  arms  were  celebrated  locally  with  entbusiaem. 
In  January  a  public  meeting  waa  held  under  the  presidency 
of  Governor  Sir  Alfred  Moloney,  and  subscription  Ksts,  both 
in  cocoa  and  money,  were  opened  for  the  War  Fnnd,  "with  the 
result  that  cocoa  to  the  value  of  £179  and  £416  in  money,  or 
;£695  altogether,  was  remitted  to  England. 

58.  On  28th  July  the  first  steamer  of  the  line  to  connect 
the  West  Indies  with  Canada,  under  a  subsidy  from  the  Im- 
perial Government,  arrived,  but  unfori.unate^  one  of  these 
steamers,  the  "  Orinoco,"  was,  on  the  morning  of  the  2nd  Novem- 
ber, wrecked  on  the  south-east  coast  of  the  island  in  returning 
from  Tobago.  This  misadventure  for  a  time  retarded  the  work 
of  the  line,  which  should  not  fail  cvpntnally  to  be  of  much  use 
in  developing  a  trade  with  British  North  America. 

59.  On  3rii  December,  Sir  Alfred  Moloney  left  the  Colony 
on  hia  appointment  to  be  Governor  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago, 
and  on  the  12th  his  successor.  Sir  Robert  Llewelyn,  previously 
Gxivejnor  of  the  Gambia,  was  sworn  in,  having  arrived  on  the 
previous  evening. 

60.  The  Colonial  Secretary,  Mr.  E.  Drayton,  was  absent  from 
the  Colony  from  the  16th  February  to  the  end  of  the  year 
administering  the  Government  of  St.  Vincent.  Mr.  Leslie 
Probyn  discharged  the  duties  of  Colonial  Secretary  in  that 
period,  in  addition  to  those  of  his  substantive  oifice  of  Attorney- 
General. 

61.  The  year  may  be  described  as  one  of  much  prosperity 
for  the  Colony,  and  there  is  every  indication  that  this  proaperi^ 
is  likely  to  continue.  The  lessons  learned  in  the  "  hard  times  " 
of  1896  and  1897  have  apparently  been  taken  to  heart  by  all 
concerned,  with  results  which  cannot  fail  to  be  beneficial  to- 
themselves  and  the  whole  communiiy. 


Grenada, 
31st  October,  1901. 


Edward  Dratton, 

ColoKud  Secreltm/- 
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